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PREFACE. 

AS  it  would  give  us  the  greateft  con* 
^ctui  that  anj  part  of  that  Public, 
to  whom  -  we  owe.  fucli  loog-coiitinued 
and  raEpite  obligi»tions>  fhould  attribute  the 
lateoeA  pf  our  publication,  either  to  ail 
unthankful  remiiTnefs  on  our  (ide,  or  to  a 
ptefuroptupus  confidence  on  their  favour^ 
we  thiDk  it  necefiary  at  this  time  to  fay  a 
few  words  upon  the  fubjed. 

Our  £rft  coofiderable  failure  in  point  of 
time,,  pnooeeded  from  unavoidable  misfor- 
tune; iix>m  long  and  dangerous  iUnefs ;  a 
ibrt  of  interruption,  which  a  courfe  of 
yeaiss  muft  be  expected  naturally  to  pro- 
duce. Whoes^er  will  at  all  eonfider  the 
natm^  .of  ai^  annual  work,  of  great  diver- 
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fity,  attention  and  labour,  in  which .  the 
bufinefs  of  the  coming  year  is  conftantly 
preffing  upon  the  prefcnt,  will  eafily  con- 
ceive the  difficulty  of  fpeedily  recovering 
any  confiderable  portion  of  loft  time,  even 
fuppofing  things  ftill  to  continue  in  their 
ufual  and  ordinary  courfc.  But  in  the  in- 
glance  we  mention,  the  occaiional  delay 
was  immediately  fucccedcd  by  an  unex- 
pe£led  and  extraordinary  acceffion  of  bofi- 
nefs ;  which:  has  fince  continually  increafed, 
until  it  has  arrived  at  a  magnitude  before 
unknown.  Thus  the  original  difficulty 
was  not  only  rendered  infurmountable,  but 
the  evil  itfelf  became  of  neceffity  greater. 

If  the  Annual  Rcgifter  were  entirely  a 
compilation,  we  fhould  have  much  to  an- 
fwer  for  aijy  failure  in  point  of  time.  But 
the  nature  pf  the  hiflprical  part,  >does  not 
admit  of  fuch  precifion.  It  muft,  in  that 
refpedl,  ^s  in  all  others,  be  governed  by 
the  importance  and  m^^nitude  of  its  ob^ 

je<as. 
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jeAs.  While  the  ftate  of  public  afFairl 
continues  to  render  it  the  principal  and 
moft  interefting  part  of  our  work,  we  fhall 
run  no  race  againft  time  in  its  execution. 
We  owe  too  much  to  the  Public,  to  make 
them  To  bad  a  return  for  their  favour ;  we 
ovv'e  too  much  to  ourfelves,  to  forfeit  the 
high  reputation  in  which  the  work  now 
(lands  abroad  as  well  as  at  home.  We 
truft  that  the  readers  of  our  prefent  Hiftory, 
will  equally  acquit  us  of  remifTnefs  in  the 
execution,  and  of  an  undue  prefumption 
on  their  ^vour  in  the  delay.' 
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tUfr&J^t^i'Ue.  wV-fc;  of  tie  affairs  rf  Ettropt  in  ibi  ytat  1779*  ^tat§  tf 
the  btUigeramt  powers  im  Gersnany^  Enjent  of  tit  late  campmgm,  im»^ 
duces  a  ilijpcjition  fa^Kfiurahle  to  the  pacific  'views  of  the  Ewtprefs-^eini ' 
wbscb  are  farther  fecouded  hy  the  mediation  •f  Ruffia  and  France.  A 
fujpenfion  if  arms  publifi>edt  and  the  Ccngrefs  for  negociating  a  peon 
ajfemhles  at  I'efcben.  Treaty  ef  peace  concluded.  Differences  Setwoim 
Kuffia  and  the  Porte^  threaten  a  nenju  «war..  Negotiation  tondmBed^ 
and  a  nfvo  convention  concluded y  under  the  mediktion  of  the  French  ms-^ 
tdfier^  Naval  preparations  by  Spain,  Opens  the  'war  'with  the  fiega 
of  Gibraltar.  France.  Confequences  of  the  appointment  of  M.  Necker 
to  thu  government  of  the  French  finances.  Succe/iful  expedition  to  thf 
coaft  of  Africa.  Jneffe^uid  attempt  uponjhe  IJland  of  Jerfey^  Threat 
of  an  inwafion,  and  great  preparations  apparently  for  that  punpoft., 
French  fiut  fails  from  Brefi,  and  proceeds  to  the  eoafts  of  Stain,  io/g' 
iinedjieets^of  France  and  Spain  enter  the  Britijb  channei,  and  appear 
in  greut  force  before  Plymouth.  Enenn  fuit  the  channel,  return  agates  i 
at  igBgtbfinaUy  quit  the  Britijb  coafis,  &nd  proceed  to  Sreft^ 

THB  little  efed  produced  by    if  not  entirely  fafficient  to  pro* 
the  contention  of  the  great-    dace  an  adual  defire  of  peace  on 
eft  leaders^   and  of  the  greateft    both  fides,    could  not,  however, 
armies  in  the  world;^  during  the    £dl  to  induce  a  kind  of  lanc^scff 
campaign  of  1778,  an  Bohemia^    and  wearifoin^nefij  and  in  iofta 
Vox..  XXin.  [A\  oonfideraU^ 
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confiderable  degree  to  vnear  away 
that,  quick  relifli,  and  keen  ap- 
petite for  war,  which  great  and 
untried  force  and  talents,  afting 
under  the  fanguine  hopes  of  yet 
unfoiled  ambition,  are  fo  emi- 
nently calculated  to  excite. 

We  have  heretofore  fhewn,  that 
t^s  .was  not  fo  much  a  war  of 
cnoice,  as  of  prudence,  forefight, 
and  political  n'eceffity,  on  the  fide 


extended  to  all  the  other  Haten 
that  compofe  the  Germanic  tody. 
Upon  the  whole  it  would  almoft 
feeih,  as  if  fortune,  who  had  fo 
often  wonderfully  befriended  that 
hero,  ami  whofe  apparent  defer- 
tions  of  him  in  cafes  cf  great 
danger,  (which  w^e  no  lefs  con- 
fpicuous  than  her  favours)  always 
tended  ultimately  to  the  increaft? 
of  his  fame,  was  now  anxious  to 


of   the    King    of   Pruffia.       He  .  affix  a  new  flamp  to  the  renown 


made  no  claims ;  he  had  no  im 
medmte  objeft  of  enlarging  his 
dominions  in  view  ;  nor  if  he  had, 
was  th6  pre  fen  t  ftate  of  public 
affairs  in  any  degree  favourable 
to  fuch  a  defign.  Neither  his 
time  of  life,  his  great  experience 
in-  war,  nor  the  full  knowledge 
fee  had  of  the  power  and  ability 
of  his  adverfary,  were  at  all  cal- 
culated to  excite  a  fpirit  of  en- 
terprize.      On  the  contrary,    the 


of  her  old  favourite  ;  and  of  clo- 
fing  his  great  mifitary  aftions  by 
a  war,  in  which  he  was  to  ap- 
pear, rather  as  the  generous  pro  • 
teftor  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  Germanic  body  at  large, 
than  as  ading-at  all  under-  the 
influence  of  any  partial  polity. 

On  the  other  fide,  the^paft 
campaign  had  afforded  a  full  con- 
^nftion  to  the  emperor,  (a  prince 
prepared  for  war   beyond  almoft 


dehrc  of  fettling,  improving,  and     any  other,  by  the  fine  Hate  of  his 


confolidating    with    his    anticnt 

people  and  domimons,  the  new 
Xubjetls  and  acquiiitions   he   had 

.  gained  on  the  fide  of  Poland,  to- 
gether with-  that  ilill  ftronger 
•wiih,  of  tranfmitting  a  peaceable 
poiTeilton,.  and  undiminiihed  force 
to-  his  ^fuccciTor,  were  objeds 
which  tended  powerfully  to  dif- 
,pofe  him  to  the  prcfervation,  fo 

\  far  a5  it  touid  be  properly  and 
rifely  done,  of  the  public  tranqui- 
4ity. 

•  .»  $ut  no  motives,  however  co- 
.gent,  could  judify  to  him,  in  a 


armies,  and  the  refources  of  his 
own  indefatigable  and  refolute 
fpirit)  of  the  immenfc  difficulty, 
of  making  any  fuccefsful  impref- 
fion  upon  fuch  an  adverfary  as 
the  King  of  Pruffia.  With  fo 
vaft  a  force,  and  affifted  by  fuch 
confummr/te  commanders,  he 
could  only  afl  upon  the  defcn- 
five ;  and  could  not  prevent  his 
own  dominions  from  being  ren- 
dered the  theatre,  and  being  con- 
fequently  fubjed^ed  to  all  the  ca- 
lamities of  war.  It  w^s  true  in- 
deed, and  no  fmall  matter  of  boaft 


political -view,  the  admitting  of    in  fuch  a  conteft,  that  he  had  fuf- 


•sany  confiderable  addition  of 
ftrength  and  dominion,  to  the 
power  of  the  houfc  of  Auftria ; 
JHore  cfpecially,^  when  this  addi- 
ttion  was  to  eflablifli  a  precedent 
,ef  innovation  and  difmcmbermcnt, 
<:ir]iicii  Aught  in  time  be  equally 


fered  neither  defeat  nor  difgracc  ; 
that  the  enemy  had  been  obliged 
to  abandon  Bohemia,  notwiih- 
ilanding  their  utmoH  endeavours 
to  cftablilh  a  fccure  footing  there 
during  the  winter  ;  and  likewife, 
that  the  loffcs  on  both  fides  werr 
pretty 
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'pretty   equally    balsuiced.     .But 
then  it  was  obvious,  that  the  fea- 
fon  was  the  immediate  caufe  which 
compelled  ,  the  enemy  ^to  retreat 
^m   Bohemia ;     however,     the 
good  difpofitions  made    by  .  the 
emperor,    which   equally    baffled 
all  die  efforts  made  by  the  King 
of  Praffia,  for  gaining  his  favou* 
rite  point  of  a  general  adion,  and 
defeated  his  views  of  obtaining 
any   fare  hold  in    the  country, 
tended  more  remotely  to  that  ef- 
feil.     Such  a  view  of  the  circum- 
ibnces  of  the  campaign,    could 
aiibrd    no    great    encouragement 
to  an    obllinatc   perfeverance   in 
the   conteft.      A   defenilve  w^, 
however  ably  conducted,  or  how- 
ever    abounding    with    negative 
fuccefs,  could  hy  no  means,  whe- 
ther in  point  of  honour  or  effeft, 
anfwcr  the  purpofes  for  which  it 
was  undertaken;   and   the  prof, 
peds  of  changing  its  nature  were 
confined  indeed. 

However  numerous  or  cogent 
the  cau fes  and  motives  we  have 
aiEgned,  or  others  of  a  fimilar 
nature,  mieht  have  been  on  ei- 
ther iide,  ^r  the  difcontinuance 
of  an  unprofitable  war,  they 
woald  have  been  found  unable  to 
fubdue  the  &Tong  paflions  by 
which  they  were  oppoied,  if  ano- 
ther, of  greater  power  than  the 
whole  taken  together,  had  not, 
happily  for  Germany,  and  per- 
haps for  no  fmall  part  of  the  reft 
of  Europe,  fopervened  in  reftor- 
tBg  the  public  tranquility.  The 
late  iUuflrions  Maria  Therefa, 
aloag  with  her  other  eminent 
^inaes  and  threat  qualities,  ^pof- 
feCed  at  all  times,  however  coun- 
teraded  by  the  operation  of  a  high 
and  powerful  ambition,  a  mind 
tfongly  imprefled  iwith^n  awefuL 


/enfe  of  religion..      This  difpoii- 
tion,    which   naturally  increafed 
with  vears,  was  farther  ftrength- 
ened  by    the  melancholy  ari/ing 
from  the  early  lofs  of  a  huiband 
whom   (he  tenderly  loved ;    and 
.  was  latterly  finally  confirmed  by 
the  happy  fettlcmcnt  of  her  nu- 
merous -  ofFbpring,  which  freeing 
xhe  mind  from  care   and  folici- 
tude,  tended  equally  to  wean  it 
from  the  afifairs  of  the  world. 
.    The  event  of  the  late  ftruggic 
with  the   King  of  Pruifia,   not* 
withilanding   the  immenfe   aliif' 
tance    Ihc    then    received,     and 
which  ihe  could  not  hope  now  to 
receive,    muii  have  added    great 
force    to    thcfe    motives.        She 
could  not  wlHi  to  end  her  life  iti 
the  midll  of  fuch  a  war.     It  was 
accordingly,    much    againft    the 
inclination  of  that  great  princess 
that  the  prefent  war  was  ttnder-^ 
taken  ;   and   fhe  is  faid  to  have 
fubmitted  with  the  neateft  r^-* 
ludancc   to  the  opinion  of  hef 
council,,  and  the   deUte  of  tha 
emperor    on    that  point.      For, 
although  that  prince  could  onlv 
derii'c  his  means  of  a^ion  througn  * 
the  power  of  his  mother ;  yet  it 
would  have  been  a  matter  of  ex- 
ceeding difficulty  to  her,  diredl^ 
ly  to  thwart  the  opinion  and  in* 
clinations  of  a  fon,  who  was  in 
the  highell  degree  deiervedly  dear 
to  her,  who  was  to  be  her  fole  and 
immediate    fuccefiTor,     and    who 
fcarcely  ftood  higher  in  her  affec-r 
tion  than  in  her  efteem.      It  waf 
probably  this  reluAance    to  the 
waf,  on  the  fide  of  the  Emprefs- 
Qusen,    which    produced     thofe 
various  appearances,  of  fiu6tua'« 
tion  in  the  couiicils,  or  of  irrefo- 
lution  and  indecifion  in  -the  con^ 
du£b  of  the  court  9f  Vienna,  of 
[jfl  2  which 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4l 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,   1780. 


which  we  have    formerly  taken 
notice. 

The  ineffeftivenefs  of  the  cam- 
paign, the  e<Ioal  fortune  of  the 
war,  and  the  celTation  of  action 
occafioned  by. the  winter,  fervcd, 
all  together,  to  produce  a  ilate  of 
temper  and  difpoiition,  which  waa 
far  more  favourable  to  the  pacific 
views  and  wilhes  of  the  cmprefs, 
.tiiran  that  which  had  hitherto  pre- 
vailed. She  perceived,  and  Iciz- 
cd  the  opportunity;  and  imme- 
diately applying  her  powerful  in. 
fluence  to  remove  the  ob&aclea 
which  Hood  in  the  way  of  an  ac-^ 
commodation  on  the  one  fide,  had 
foon' the  f::tisfadion  Of  difcovering 
that  lier  views  were  well  feconded, 
by  the  temperate  di(poiition  which 
prevailed  on  the  other. 

It  is  however  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  mediation  of  the  court 
of  Verfaillcs,  and  the  powerful 
interpo^tion  of  the  court  of  Fcterf- 
burg,  contributed  effientially  to 
further  the  work  of  peace.  Praifte 
was  bound  by  the  treaty  of  1756, 
to  aiTifl  the  court  of  Vienna  with 
a  confiderable  body  of  forces,  in 
cafe  of  a  war  in  Germany,  and 
fhe  had  been  called  upon  early  in 
the  prefent  contrll  to  fulfil  that 
engagement.  The  court  of  Ver- 
failies  was  like  wife  difpofed  to 
wilh  well  to  the  houfe  of  AuAria 
from  private  mptivcs;  as  well  as 
to  cultivate  and  cement  the  new 
friend  (hip  and  alliance  from  pub- 
lic. But  France  being  likewife  a 
l^uarantee  of  the  treaty  of  Weft- 
phaliA*  her  old  engagements  mi- 
litated totally  whith  her  new  in 
the  prefent  inftancc;  fhe  being 
thereby  bound  to  refill  all  fuch 
infraftions  and  invauons  of  the 
rights  of  the  Germanic  body,  as 
ikofe  which  fhe  was  now  jailed 


upon  by  the  conrt  of  Vienna  to 
fupport.     She  mufl  therefore,  in 
any  fituatien,   in  which  fhe  was 
not  difpcfcd  to  become  an  abfo«- 
lute  party  in  the  contefl»  wifh  to 
he  relieved  from  this    dilemma. 
But  her  war  with  England,  and 
her  views  with  rcfpeft  to  Ame« 
rica,  operated  more  forcibly  upori 
her  condu^  on  this  occafion,  than 
any  German  treaties  of  tonnec- 
tions.     In  the  contemplation  and 
purfuit  of  thcfe  grand  and  capital 
obje£ts,  the  ncceffity  of  .keeping 
her  force  whole,  her  attention  un- 
divided,  and  of  refloring  peace 
upon  the  continent,  wereall  equal- 
ly obvious,  and  were  all  mutually 
dependent.      No    wifdom    coul^ 
forefee,  or  venture  to  prefcribe, 
what  onexpedled  conuedtions  and 
alliances   might  fpring  up,    and 
what  new  coUifions  of  intcreltt 
might  take  place,  under  a  further 
progrefs  of  the  war.   France  could 
not  recollefl    the    ruin    brought 
upon  her  in  the  late  war,  without 
ihuddering  at  the  thoughts  of  Ger- 
many.    Ifr'  is  not  then  to  be  won- 
dered,   that  fhe  was  equally  fin-^ 
cere  and  sealous  in  her  endea-. 
vonrs  to  reflore  tranquility  on  the.: 
continent. 

The  court  of  Peter/burg  had- 
from  the  beginning  fhcwn  and  ex- 
prefTed  the  flrongefl  difapprobn- 
tion  of  tlie  conduct,  and  paid  no. 
favourable  attention  to  the  claims^ 
of  tiiatof  Vienna;  and  had  early 
avowed  a  full  intention  of  eifec-j 
tually  fupporting  the  rights  of  the, 
Germanic  body ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  preparations  were  a^ually 
made,  for  the  march  of  a  large 
body  of  Ruffian  troops.  Hei:^ 
powerful  interpoiitioR,  through, 
the  medium  of  her  minifler  Prince; 
Repnin^  had  xia  fmajll  eifed  iii| 
fiicilit 
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bdUtftdng  the  negociations   for 
peace. 

Under  fuch  circumftances,  and 
thepfficesoffuch  mediators,  little 
doubt  was  to  be  entertained  of  the 
.  event.  Whether  it  proceeded  from 
a  view  of  giving  weight  to  their 
claims  m  the  expe£M  treaty,  or 
from  any  j^alonfy  in  point  of  arms 
or  honour,  Which,  might  have  lain 
behind  from  the  preceding  cam- 
paign, hoTvever  it  was^  the  Au- 
ibians  attacked  with  extraordinary 
ii'gonr,  and  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  fucccfs,  feveral  of  the  Pruflian 
pofls  on  the  fide  of  Silelia  and  the 
county  of  Glatz,   foon  after  the 
commencement  of  the  year.     The 
litrellnefs  of  thefe  infults  did  not 
induce  the  king  to  any  eagcmcfy 
of  retaliation.     Points  of  honour 
of  that  nature  weighed  but  little 
with  him.      He  forefaw  that  aa 
accommodation  would  take  place ; 
and  he  knew  that  no  advantages 
which  conld  now  be  gained  would 
tell  in  the  account  ^pon  that  fet- 
tleraent;  whilft  a  number  of  brave 
men  would  be  idly  loft  without 

March  loth.  ^^J^^  or  equivalent 
~^  An  armiftice  on  all 

779-  £<i€s  was,  however,' 
publifhed,  before  the  feafon  could 
have  admitted  the  doing  of  any 
thing  eflential,  if  fuch  ^ad  even 
been  the  intention. 

The  Congrefs  which  was  to  pre- 
fsrve  Germany,  from  the  moft 
alanniag  and  dangerous  war  to 
which  it  could  have  been  expofed, 
was  held  at  Tefchen  in  Auftrian 
SUeiia ;  a  town  and  dlftri^l,  which 
the  emperor  had  gcnerouflv  con- 
fentcd  to  conftitute  into  a  Duchy, 
under  the  title  of  Saxe-Tcfchen, 
in  favour  of  Prince  Albert  of  Sax- 
on), upon  his  marriage  with  ah 
Aixh^Uflichef^  in  1765.    At  Aat 


place,  die  ^arrifen  being  pre- 
vionfly  with£'awn,  the  Imperial 
and  Pruifian  minifters,  with  thofe 
of  all  the  princes  engaged  or  in- 
terefted  in  the  preient  conteft,  as 
\ycll  as  of  the  two  mediating  pow-» 
era,  were  afiembled,  immediately 
after  the  publication  of  the  armii^ 
ticc.  And  fo  happy  were  the  dif- 
pofitions  which  how  prevailed 
among  the  contending  parties,  and 
fo  efficacious  the  endeavours  of  the 
xn2diators,thatthepeacc»*,^,  . 
was  finallvconcludedin  *^*y»3«« 
two  months. 

^  B/  this  treaty,  the  late  conven- 
tion between  the  court  of  Vienna 
and  the  Elector  Palatine  was  to« 
tally  annulled;^  and  the  fori&er 
reftored  all  the  places  and  diftri^U 
which  had  been  feized  in  Bavaria, 
excepting  only  the  territory  ap- 
pertaining to  the  regencv  of  Burg- 
haufen,  which  was  ceaed  to  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  as  an  equiva- 
lent or  indemnification  for  her 
claims  and  pretenfions.  That 
court  likewiie  gave  up  to  the 
EleAor  Palatine,  all  the  Fiefs 
which  had  been  poffefTed  by  the 
late  Eledlor  of  Bavaria ;  and  agreed 
alfo  to  pay  to  the  court  of  Saxony, 
as  an  indemnification  for  the  allo- 
dial eftates,  and  other  claims  on 
that  fide,  the  fuip  of  fix  millions 
of  florins;  (amounting  to  fomcr 
thing  near  600,000  pounds  fter- 
ling)  to  be  paid  in  the  courfe  of 
twelve  years,  without  intercfl,  by 
ftipulated  half-yearlv  payments. 
Some  ceflions  were  liKewife  made 
by  the  elector,  in  favour  of  the 
houfe  of  Saxony;  and  fome  equi- 
valent fatisfaftion  promifed  by  the 
emperor  to  the  Duke  of  Deux 
Ponts,  on  his  fucceilion  to  the 
double  eledorate.  All  former 
treaties  between  the  court  of 
[J]  }  ,    Vienna 
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Vienna  and  the  King  of  Pruffia 
wer«  renewed  and  conntmed;  and 
the  right  of  the  king  to  fucccod  to 
the  margraviat«s  in  the  remote 
yojangcr  branches  of  his  own  fa- 
mily, upon  the  failure  of  ilTae  in 
the  immediate  poficfTors,  (a  right 
which  had  been  only  called    in 

Sueftion  through  the  vexation  of 
le  late  conteft)  was  now  fully 
Acknowledged  and  eftabliflied. 
The  ducal  houfe  of  Mecklen- 
burgh  was  put  off  without  any 
other  advantage  in  lieu  of  its 
claims,  than  the  promife  of.fome 
new  privilege  with  refpeft  to  ap- 
peals'. 

Upon  the  whole,  few  treaties  of 
peace  have  been  condndled  upon 
more  equitable  principles,  than 
thofe  which  fcern  to  have  prevail- 
ed in  the  prcfent.  The  territory 
acquired  by  the  houfe  of  Auftria  is 
not  inconuderable ;  being  about 
70  Enfflifh  miles  in  length,  and 
fomcthing  from  about  half  to  a 
third  of  that  exterit  in  breadth. 
This  acquifition  lies  between  the 
Pan\ibe,  the  river  Inn,  the  Saltza, 
and  the  borders  of  Auftria;  in- 
cluding the  towns  of  Scharding, 
Ricd,  Altheim,  Braunau,  Burg- 
haufen,  Fryburg,  and  fome  others ; 
forming,  all  together,  a  ftrong 
barrier,  and  a 'fixed  unequivocal 
boundary,  the  limits  of  which  are 
decifively  marked   out  by   thofe 

treat  rivers,  between  that  arch- 
uchy,  and  the  prefent  domi- 
nions of  Bavaria.  This  acceflion 
of  territory,  the  court  of  Vienna 
feems,  however,  to  have  purchaf- 
ed  at  fomething  about  a  ^ir  price ; 
partly  to  be  paid  in  money,  and 
partly  by  a  renunciation  of  old, 
vexatious,  and  otherwife  inextin- 
guifhable  claims,  which  however, 
in  general,  unproduftivc,  would 


Tor  ever  have  -kept  open  a  fource 
of  litigation,  trouble,  mifchief, 
and  war.  To  which  may  be  added, 
that  the  eftablifhment  of  a  fixed 
and  permanent  barrier  and  boun- 
dary between  the  two  Hates,  feems 
to  be  a  meafure  fraught  with 
greater  advantage  to  the  Eleflor  of 
Bavaria,  as  the  weaker  prince; 
than  to  the  Arch-Duke  of  Auftria, 
who  is  (o  abundantly  his  fuperior 
in  ftrength.  It  may  likewife  be 
farther  obferved,  that  feveral  parts 
of  the  ceded  territory,  were,  what 
may  be  called,  debateable  land ; 
the  titles  being  difputed,  oppofite 
claims  laid,  and  they  having  been 
heretofore,  at  different  times,  ob- 
jects of  great  conteil. 

Such  was  the  early  and  happy 
termination  of  the  German  war, 
A  war  of  the  greateft  expeftalion ; 
not  more  from  the  great  power, 
than  from  the  great  abilities  of  the 
principal  parties. 

Many  circumftances  attending 
the  late  war  and  peace  between 
Ruflia  and  the  Porte,  could  not 
fail  to  fow  the  feeds  of  future 
difcontcnt,  jealoufy,  ill-will,  and 
litigation,  between  the  parties. 
Extraordinary  fucce fs  and  triumph 
on  the  one  fide,  with  an  equal  de- 
gree of  lofs  and  dilgrace  on  the 
other,  ar^  little  calculated  to  pro- 
mote any  intercourfe  of  friend- 
fhip,  or  cordiality  of  fentiment, 
among  men ;  nor  will  a  recollec- 
tion pf  the  hard  neceffity  under 
which  a  peace  was  fubfcribed, 
ferve  at  all  to  render  palateablc  the 
bittemefs  of  its  conditions.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Viftors  are 
fure  to  confider  the  vanquifhed  as 
owing  them  too  much.  They  are 
a|>t  to  think,  that  they  have  al- 
ways a  right  to  claim  thofe  advati- 
liages^  which  they  ofnitted  to  ie-- 
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core  IB  the  incmcnt  of  their  for- 
tune ;  and  which  the^  look  upon 
as  ri^ts  cxifting  though  neglcftcd, 
as  &cy  could  not  at  that '  timef 
have  been  refufed  if  demanded. 

The  navigation  of  the  Black 
Sea,  the  opening  the  gates  of  the 
Dardanelles  and  Cofphorus,  fo  as 
to  admit  a  free  intcrcoarfe  from 
the  White  Sea  to  the  Black,  the 
afairs  of  the  Crimea,  with  thofe 
of  the  Greek  dependent  provinces 
of  Moldavia  and  Walachia,  *  af- 
forded the  gronnds  of  thofe  dif- 
putes  between  the  two  empires, 
which  were  now  rifen  to  fuch  a 
height,  as  feemed  to  render  a  new 
war  inevitable. 

'  With  rcfpea  to  the'firft  of  thefe 
articles,  we  have  formerly  had 
occa/ion  to  obfervei  that  nothing 
Jefs  tJian  the  moft  urgent  neceffity, 
under  the  preffure  of  immediate 
and  imminent  danger,  could  hare 
induced  the  Porte  to  ^dmit  Raffia 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Black 
Sea^  It  might  be  compared  in 
private  life,  but  nnder  circum- 
ftanccs  of  infinitelv  greater  dan- 
ger and  lofs,  to  a  lurrender  of  the 
benefits,  navigation  and  fifherie^ 
of  a  fine  lake,  lying  ii^  the  cen- 
ter of  an  eftate,  into  the  hands  of 
a  p<ywerlul  and  litigious  neigh- 
bour, who  \f;ata  watching  only  for 
means  and  opportunities  to  grrrfp 
at  every  part  of  the  whole  manor. 
It  is  not  then  to  be  doubted,  that 
the  Por:e  ufed  every  poffible  eva- 
fion  to  avoid  a  compliance  with, 
and  th^ew  every  (Jbftacle  in  th^ 
way  which  could  tend  to  render 
ineffcftive,  that  article  of  the  late 
treaty.  It  feems  however,  that 
the  Ruffians  had  notwithftanding, 
with  wonderful  fpirit  and  induftry", 
very  fpeedily  advanced  large  -  eft* 
pitak^  and  opened  a  conHaerable 


commerce  on  that  fea.      It  may 
then  be  fairly  prefumed,  without 
an  abiblutepofTcflion  offals,  that 
commercial  avidity  was  continual- 
ly incrcafed,  in  proportion  to  the 
number,  magnitude,  novelty,  and 
value,  of  the  objetls  which  were 
gradually  opened  to  its  view ;  and 
that  thus,  new,  and  perhaps  uti*    * 
reafonable  claims,    were,  as   fre- 
tjuently  ftarted  on  the  one  fide, 
as  an  indifpolitlon  to  comply  with 
the  fair  and  literal  terms  of  the 
treaty,  was  prevalent  on  the  other.  « 
•    The  fecond  ground  of  difpure,' 
feemed  ftill  more  difficult  and  de- 
licate;    The  Porte  had  unwilling- 
ly confented  by  the  late  treaty,  to 
admit  or  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Crimea.     That 
independence  mull  be  confidcred 
only  as  nominal.     Between  fuch 
powers    as   Turkey  and    Ruflia*; 
fuQh  a  power  as  the  Khan  of  the 
Crim  Tartars,   cannot  be  really 
independent.      The  Turks   were 
in  hopes,  as  that  prince  and  his 
fubjcvfts  are  Mahometans,  to  weak-  • 
en  the  force  of  that  article,  by  their 
natural  inclination  to  the  Portei 
Otherwife  they  would  have  confix 
dered   their  conceffion    in   a  ftill 
worfe  light.    To  have  thrown  that 
whole  country,    lituated  as  it  h, 
with  its  own  and  the  adjoining  na- 
tions  of  Tartars,    together  with 
the  reigning  family,    the  imme- 
diate defcerdants  of  Tamerlane, 
and  in  direft  fuccfeffion  to  the  Gt-' 
toman  throne,  entirely  into  the 
hands  of  Ruffid,    were   circum> 
-ftances  exceedingly  grievous  to  a 
power,    which   ufed  to  give  and 
not  to  receive  the  law.   ,  Yet  thi^ 
was  already  the  difagrceable  and 
alarming  coAfequence  of  that  con* 
•ceffi6n.*  For'Ruffia,'b)^a  judtcifttts , 
but  unfparing  diftribution  of  pre- 
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icnts  aniongft  the  Tartars,  and  by 
•  artfully  fomentbg  fomc  divifioiu 
which  had  originated  within  thenif 
felvea,  with  rftfj>e£t  to  the  fuc*. 
cei!ion>  had  been  able  (as  we 
liave  formerly  fhewn}  to  defeat 
find  depoTt  the  reignine  khan^  and 
to  place  a  creature  of  her  own,  aU 
though  a  prince  of  the  roy^  bloody 
in  po^ffion  of  the  nominal  fove* 
reign ty;  whilft  the  government 
was  now  in  etfed  more  dependent 
upon  Rttifia,  than  it  had  even  for- 
merly been  upon  the  Portt^  the 
jd'ependance  being  doubly  fecured, 
JU  well  by  a  predominant  faction 
among  the  people,  as  by  the  difpo- 
fition  or  attachment  of  the  prince, 
l^Y  thefe,  and  by  other  mean«,  the 
Crlmta,  with  Little  Tartary,  jmd 
fhe  Bndziac,  were  become  fcarceiy 
uny  thing  lefs  than  provinces  t0 
Koffia;  or  at  leaft,  tkey  were  as 
dependent  on  that  empire,  as  the 
nature  of  that  Angular  people  will 
tdmit  of  their  being,  while  they 
retain  any  confideraole  degree  of 
inherent  (Irength. 

T^w  conduft,  and  thefc  cir- 
cumftances,  which  certainly  mili- 
tated, at  leail,  with  the  fpirit  of 
the  late  treaty,  could  not  but  give 
great  umbrage  to  the  Porte;  and 
iaforded,  if  not  a  clear  j unifica- 
tion, a  tolerable  g^ouiid  of  con- 
trovcrfy,  with  refpcft  to  any  flackr 
nefs  or  nonrcompliance  on  her  fide, 
in  fulfilling  its  conditions.  But 
they  alfo  afforded  caufe  of  the  mcft 
ferious  concern  and  alarm.  For 
that  peninfula,  fufrounded  as  it 
is  by  the  Black  Sea,  and  the  Pa- 
ins Mocptis,  and  commanding  the 
communication  between  both, 
would  afford  fuch  aclaim  of  right 
k>  Ruffia,  with  fuch  an  intcrefl 
^,  findfttchaflfength  nfon  t|iofe 


feasi  ^  nothing  could  afterwards 
be  capable  of  opppfingr* 

The  difputes  relative'  to  the 
Greek  nominal  princes,  but  in  efr 
fed  governors,  of  Moldavia  and 
Walachia,  though  not  of  a  nature 
fo  immediately  alarming  and  dan- 
geroui  as  the  foregoing,  yet  were 
founded  on  claims,  aiid  on  an  in, 
terference,  which  tended  nlti^ 
mately  to  the  fame  point;  to  the 
depreciation  of  the  Ottoman  pow^ 
er  and  government,  the  narrowins 
of  its  European  dominion,  and 
the  finally  throwing  every  thing 
on  that  fide  of  the  Danube  into 
the  hands  of  RuiCa.  The  at- 
tachment which  the  Greek  Chrif« 
tians,  whoinhabit  thefe  provinces, 
had  (hewn  to  Ruffia  in  the  late 
war,  had,  ^long  with  other  mo- 
tives, induced  her  to  obtain  v^ry 
confiderable  conceffions  in  theif 
favour  at  the  condufion  of  the 
pc^iC9,  The  effedl  of  the  partial 
advantages  granted  to  thefe  two 
provinces  was  foon  apparent,  by 
the  emigration  of  Chriftian  inha- 
bitanu  from  thofe  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Danube  which  it  na« 
tnrally  occafioned;  who,  as  well 
as  the  natives,  looked  up  to  ano- 
ther power,  than  that  to  which 
they  avowed  allegiance,  for  fa- 
vour  and  protedion.  In  order  to 
fecure  their  independence  on  th« 
Porte,  Rufiia  made  a  demand, 
that  thofe  princrs  (hould  not  be 
depofed  or  puniflied^  (mi^fortanes 
to  which  tney  were  partieularly 
liable)  on  any  p|-etence  or  account 
whatever. 

In  fo  nnhappv  a  fiate  of  weak., 
nefs  and  diforaer  was  that  vajd 
and  unweildy  empire,  that  it  might 
be  a  queflion  of  doubt,  whethey 
tp  ^mire  the  fpijit,  o^r  to  con« 
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iaon  dte  rafliBefs,  vrhXh  induced 
the  apparent  reiblution  and  vi- 
gour,, with  which  (he  prejpued  for 
War.  "  The  ill  Aicce£s  ot  the  late 
war^  had  drawftout  and  exhibited 
in  their  ntmoft  magziitade  thofe 
enonnoQs  dtfu-dersy  which  had 
far  lb  many  yeiCrs  been  acquiring 
jpxmxh.,  under  a  weak  and  wretdi- 
ed  fySbem.oi  government.  The 
diftant  provinces  were  Itill  torn 
to  pieces  by  fsAM  and  difiention ; 
and  the  officers  of  the  ftate,  at 
weli  as  the  great  men  of  the  re- 
§p€6dre  coantries^  were  fHU,  in 
9iany  inftances,  too  powerful  to 
be  gowmed*  To  crown  the  cala^ 
uuty,  the  plagne  had  in  the  Re- 
ceding year  made  fuch  horrible 
ravages  in  Confbmtinople,  as  had 
not  been  before  known  in  that  ca- 
pital, (to which  it  bib  frequent 
a  vifitor)  iince  its  firft  acquiiition 
by  the  Ottomans.  It  was  com* 
pa  ted  that  above  160,000  j>erfbns 
periihed  by  that  dreadful  diforder^ 
within  the  metropolb  and  its  en- 
Ifsrcms. 

On  the  other  hand,  though 
Rvffiai  was  oonfcioas  of  the  advan- 
tages acaoired  by  the  late  treaty, 
flie  was  no-  from  defirous  of  war* 
That  War,  amidft  its  mat  and 
felendid  fuccefies,  had  difcovtred 
(ome  fymjptoms  of  internal  weak* 
nefs.  The  rebellion  of  Pugatf^ 
cheff,  was  a  fit  which  laid  open 
(bme  defed  in  the  conftitntxm, 
Befides,  Rnffia  nrobably  conld  ne* 
ver  hope»  with  the  confent  of 
other  powers,  to  obtain  advantages 
equal  to  the  vidiories  fhe  might 
hereafter  purchafe  as  dearly  as  (he 
had  dicme  thofe  of  the  preceding 
war.  By  which  ^  along  with  her 
^nreb,  flie  brought  die  plague 
into  a  country  ejdsauftea  of  men 
pn4  tr^9re,     f^  impwb  w^ 


therefore  very  willing  to  receive 
any  mediation,  eoafiimtt  with  her 
dignity,  which  in  all  events  fhe 
was  refblved  not  to  Sacrifice^ 
France  had  the  addrefs  to  avail 
herfelf  of  thb  fituatton,  Th6' 
French  miniftcr  was  again  the 
friendly  mediator,  and  the  fuc 
cefsful  negodator  in  bringing 
about  an  accommodation.  And 
hb  merits  and  fervices  were  again 
honoured  and  rewarded,  with  £•* 
milar  e^ieffions  of  gratitude,  and 
with  fimilar  marks  of  hrovar  frens 
both  fides. 

It  was,  in  the  firfl  inilanoe  mom 
cfpedally,  a  matter  of  no  fmaU 

Seneraf  aftenifhmpnt,  that  Great 
ritain,  which  had  been  fo  long 
and  (b  doiely  united,  in  the  hnj^ 
eft  bands  0/  friendfliip,  and  ap-* 
parent  political  communion  of 
views  and  interefts^  with  Rnffia» 
and  which  had  even  gone  feme  ex- 
traordinary lengths  in  the  late  war- 
in  her  favour,  mould  not  have  un*^ 
dertaken  the  friendly  office  of  me* 
diator;  by  which  means  flie  would 
likewife  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  wearing  off  that,  not  unfouna-* 
ed,  jealoufy,  which  the  Porte 
could  not  but  entertain  of  hei*. 
late  cendttft.  On  the  other  hand, 
a  ftrong  jealoufy  had  for  fevera! 
yean  fubfifted  between  France 
and  Ruffia ;  and  their  political  in- 
tereils  and  regaxtb  fo  much  claflied 
with  refped  to  that  war,  that  all 
the  worid  knew,  it  was  in  a  good 
meafure  the  apprehenfion  of  Eng. 
land,  which  prevent^  tfie  houie 
of  Bourbon  from  taking  a  decided 
part  againft  the  latter,  upon  her 
lending  a  fleet  to  the.  Mediteita* 
B^an. 

Whether  it  was  that  we  were 

loo.  feeble  in  the  Mediterranean  to 

apfeau:  with  any  laftre  in  fach  a 

negociation^ 
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9egociation»  tiiie  eife^l  feexnedto: 
be,  that  Francci  for  fome  time  at 
kaft,  fe^med  to  attain  tKc  afcen>-  > 
dant  at  $t.  Peteriburgh,  and  the 
credit  of  Great  Britain  in  that 
court  proportionably  to  decline. 
»*      t      ti   '      We  are.  not  en- 
March  2ift.     ti^iy  afters  of  the. 
conditions  of»  the  new  convention, 
whicji  was  now  figned.     Goncef- 
fions  were  made  on  both  fides ;  and 
matters  of  claim,    interference, 
s^d.  litigation,  amicably  adjuiled. . 
Some  concefiions  were  made  by  the* 
Porte  with  refped  to  commerce, 
skod  fome  new  regulations  made  in 
f^ our. of  its  Chriilian   fubjeAs.: 
On  the  other  hand,  RuiEa  relaxed 
in  fome  nutters  with  refped  to  the 
Crimea,  and  the  provinces  of  Mol'- 
davia  and  VValachia,  and  obtained 
fatisfadipn  in  others.     The  new 
Khan  of  the.  Tartars  was  acknow- 
ledged  by  the  Porte,  and  .the  appa- 
rent indep/*iid^ncy  of  the  Crimea 
confirmed  on   both    fides.      The 
EmpreA  of  KufHa  had  an  oppor- 
tunity -of  difplaying    her    ufmal 
magnificence,  by  the  fplendid  prc- 
icnts  which  fhe  made  to  the  French 
and  Turkifh  minifters,  as  .well  ,as 
to  M.  de  Stachief,  her  own  refi- 
dent  at  Conflantinople ;  who  re- 
ceived thc^.  valuable,  but  in  other 
countries  unheard  of   gift;    of  a 
thouiand  pe^fants;  a  kind  of  rift, 
which  alfo  includes  the  land  whick 
they  cnltivate  and  inhabit.    Upon* 
the  whole,  this  convention  feema 
to  have  afforded  confiderable  fatis- 
fadion  to  |;M>th   parties;  nor  has 
any  matter  of  complaint  or  dif- 
puts,  finoe  arifen  on  either  fide. 
%y  this  arrangement,  the  Porte 
has   had   time   to   breathe,    and 
lo  fettle  its  .affairs.     With  ;re- 
fpe£l  to  Iluiria>    it   has  afforded 
ker   leifAire  to.idireA  her  atten* 
tien.tp  her.conftant  obje£lj  tliat 


of  difplaying  her  authority,  hj 
becoming  an  arbiter  in  the  public 
affairs  of  Europe  ;  although,  per-« 
haps,  the  jneans  of  her  becoming 
the  greatefl  monarchy,  in  the  uni- 
verfe,  (if  fhe  be  not  aliready  fuch) 
do  not  lie  on  the  fide  of  Europe. 

With  regard  to  other  powers; 
Spain,  in  conformity  to  the  new^ 
and,  to  tts,  dangerous  fyHem,  a- 
dopted  by  the  houfe  of  fit)urbon, 
direfted  her  wJiole  attention  to  her 
havy;  whilfl  her  land. force  conti- 
nued in  its  nfoal  form.  As  her 
refcript  to  the  court  of  London,  on 
the  i6th  of  June,  avowed  .the 
part  fhe  would  take,  fo  the  fiege 
of  Gibraltar,,  which  fpecdily.  fol- 
lowed, painted  out  the  firft  and 
immediate  object'  -  of  her  de-^ 
figns. 

France,  .under  a  new  king,  and 
who  was  notx>rigihaily  fufpefted  of 

treat  defigns^  experienced  a  won- 
erful  change  in  her  circ  am  fiances. 
That  prince  very  fooh  appeared,  to 
follow  better. maxims  than  thofe  of 
his  predeceiTors.  His  firfl  ftep  was 
to  reconcile  all  differences  between 
the  crprwn  and  the  body  of  the  law.' 
He  drew  from  ncglc^  and  obfcu- 
ritymen  without  intrigue,  who 
were  rendered  refpedable  to  the 
public  by  k  general  opinion  of 
their  probity.  •  Maurepas,  was  a 
perfon  long  laid  afide;  and  now 
much  advanced  in  years;  but  he 
prefer\'ed,  in  that  great  age^  confi- 
derable vigour  or  mind.  He  ia 
at  prefent,  without  any  office,  the 
mofl:  prevalent  in  the  French  coun-» 
cils.  St.  Germain,  whofe  con- 
du£l  in  the  hte  war  had  entitled 
hiih  to  univerfal  efleem,  was  in  a 
like  manner  drawn  from  the  bot- 
tom, of  his  province,  and  placed 
in  the  office  of  fecretarv  of  ftate; 
in  which,  i^  he  had  lived,  ^thtso 
U  BO  doubt  he  would  have  done 
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fre^  (emces.  Mr.  De  Sardne^ 
was  not  a  man  of  rank ;  bot  he 
had  the  merit  of  following  up, 
with  extraordinary  fpirit  and  dili- 
gcnce,the  p^n  ofincreafingthe  ma- 
rine,  which  had  been  adopted  in  the 
late  reign;  bat  more  languidly  pur- 
faed  on  account  of  the  ill  Hate  of 
the  revenue.  B  ot  the  prefent  king 
took  a  ftill  (bonger  flep  in  the  re- 
gulation of  that  important  obje^: 
Louis  the  XVI.  had  the  magnani- 
mity, to  place  Mr.  Necker,  a  fo- 
reign gentleman,  and  a  proteflaht, 
at  the  head  of  his  finances.  The 
fucceis  and  reward,  were  equal  to 
the  liberality  and  wifdom  of  the 
meafure.  France  recovered  her 
public  credit.  The  people  of 
Fiance,  for  the  firft  lime,  had  the 
fatisfattlton  of  feeing  a  war  carried 
on  by  facrifices  on  the  part  of  the 
king,  and  with  an  attention  to  the 
eafc  and  relief  of  the  people.  This 
meafure  could  not  fail  to  encou- 
rage and  promote  their  confidence 
in  government ;  and  xhuft  prove  a 
fource    of   ih-ength,    which   that 

ijrcat  monarchy  never  poffefled  be- 
orc.  The  virtues  of  a  republican 
ftate  were  profeflcd,  and  in  fbme 
meafure  praftifed. 

France  opened  the  year  by  a  fuc- 
cefsfnl  expedition  to  the  coaft  of 
AfncsL.  The  fquadron  employed 
upon  this  iervice  was  commanded 
by  the  Marquis  de  Vaudrevil,  and 
9  land  force,  much  greater  than 
was  ncceffary,  (but  both  taking 
Africa  only  in  their  way  to  rein- 
force D'Eftaing  in  the  Weft-In- 
dies) was  commanded  by  the  Duke 
de  Lauzun.  As  the  ?arriibns  in 
that  quarter  were -totally  incapa. 
ble  of  making  any  refiftan^e,  the 
BritiHt  fbrts>  fetdements^  fa£to- 
ries,  and  pToperty,  at  Senegal^  in 
the  river  Gambiaj  and  other  partt 


of  that  coaft,  fell  without  tronbte 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy^  be- 
tween the  latter  end  of  January, 
and  that  of  February,  1779.  The 
French  upon  that  fuccefs,  aban- 
doned the  ifland  of  Goree,  which 
they  had  recovered  by  the  late 
peace ;  and  tranfported  the  artil- 
lery and  garrifon  to  ftrengthen  Se« 
n(*gal.  Sir  Edward  Hughes  fooii 
afterwards,  on  his  paiTage  to  the 
£  all -Indies,  feized  and  garrifoned 
the  iiland  of  Goree ;  and  as  he  had 
a  body  of  troops  on  board  the  ■ 
fquadron,  it  was  eagerly  expe^ed 
and  hoped  bv  the  public  at  home,, 
that  he  woald  have  recovered  thofe 
fettlements  which  we  had  fo  newly 
loft.  But  as  no  attempt  of  that 
fort  was  made,  it  muft  be  con- 
cluded that  officer's  orders  did  not 
extend  fo  far.  It  was  perhaps  an 
objcA  not  ib  important  as  to  rifque 
upon  it  the  much  greater  objeds 
which  were  then  in  view* 

As  the  fummer  advanced  it  wai 
thought  neceflary  in  France  to  at- 
tempt fomething,  which  might 
ftiew  an  early  alacrity  in  fome  lort 
correfpondent  to  their  great  mili- 
tary preparations.  The  firil  was 
an  attempt  on  the  ifle  of  Jerfey, 
part  of  the  ancient  dutchy  of  Nor- 
mandy. This,  with  Guernfey 
and  the  lefler  iflands,  being  the 
fole  remains  of  our  vaft  pofTeffiona 
on  the  continent  of  Europe* 

The  dedgn  was  laid  by  aprince, 
or  count  of  Nailau ;  whofe  an- 
ceftor,  if  we  are  not  miAnformed, 
had  rendered  a  very  difputed  claim, 
of  being  in  fome  manner  deicend- 
ed  from  a  defund  branch  of  that 
.illuftrious  family,  the  means  of 
much  Airthering  his  fortunes  in 
France.  The  force  employed  np* 
on  this  Iervice  has  been  eflunatedy 
Ify  different  accounts,  £tom  three, 
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40  five  or  fix  tikoufand  men.  They 

m#   .    A  appeared  in  ileht  of  tVt 

*^^y  ^^>  i^and,  in  about  fifty  (iat- 
^'^79'^   bottomed    boats,*  under 

tht  convoy  of  five  frigates   and 

Ibme  armed  cutters,  early  in  the 

morning,  and  attempted  a  debark* 

atioQ  in  Str  Oaen*s  Bay.      Bat 

they  were  fo  warmly  and  vigorouily ' 

received,  by  the  78th  regimen tj 

and  by  the  militia  of  the  ifland, 

that  after  a  faint,  fpiritlefs,  and , 

ill  fnpported  attempt,  they  relin- 

^aifliea  the  enterprize,  with  yery 

little  iols  on  either  fide. 

Trifling  and  ineffedtive  as  this 

dx\xrfion  was,  it  had  the  fortune 

of  being  produdlive  of  feme  con. 

lequcnccs,  withrefpe^tothe  Ame« 

rican  war.     For  it  happened  that 

Admiral  Arbuthnot,  with  a  fqua* 

dron  of  men  of  war, .  and  a  prodi* 

fioQs  convoy,  amounting  to  about 

S)ttr  hundred  merchantmen   and 

tranfports,  wa&  then  on  the  outfct 
of  hii  voyage  to  New  York.  He 
happened  to  fall  in  with  the  veflel 
which  was  fent  exprefs  from  Jerfey 
to  England,  with  the  firil  account 
of  the  attack  upon,  and  the  appa« 
rent  imminent  danger  of  the  ifland. 
That  commander  had  fpint  and 
reibltition  enough,  rather  to  ha- 
sard  any  perfunal  confe^uence  that 
might  attend  his  ventunng  upon  a 
breach  of  orders,  than  to  fufFer 
the  loi^  of  fo  valuable  an  ifland, 
^hilft  he  commanded  a  force  in 
the  channel.  He  accordingly  or- 
dered the  convoy  to  wait  for  him 
4t  Torbay,  and  proceeded  himfelf 
uith  the  fquadron,  to  the  relief  of 
Jerfey.  Although  the  delay  im- 
mediately occalloned  by  this  mea« 
fure,  was  in  the  Rrik  indance  bnt 
trifling,  yet  through  the  fucceed- 
i;ig  cafu&lties  of  wind  and  wea- 
ther, .the  Acct  w^  pot  able  to  get 


clear  of  the  land  ef  Englai^d,  un. 
til  the  beginning  of  the  enfuing 
months  and  did  not  arrive  at  New 
York^till  near  the  end  of  Augult. 
As  that  fleet  conveyed  the  rein- 
forcements, canip  equipage,  ftorcs, 
and  other  necenaries,  which  were 
to  enabk:  Sir  Henry  Clinton   to 
open  the  campaign  with  any  vi- 
gour, the  conleouences  of  fo  late 
an  arrival  are  fumciently  obvious. 
Notwithdinding  thorepulie  and 
difappointmcnt    which    attended 
the  late  attempt  upon  Jerfey,  the 
defign  did  not,  however,  fecm  to  be 
rclinquiihed.     The  French  troops 
were  landed  and  retained  for  fevc- 
ral  days  on  the  fmall  iflands  which 
lie  between  it  and  the  continent ; 
while  the  armed  vefTels  paraded  on 
the  oppofite  coafts  of  Normandy, 
The  fpirit*,  activity,  tind  gallantry 
of  Sir  James  Wallace,  in  the  Ex-, 
periment  of  50  guns,  being  fe- 
conded  by  two  frigates,    and   as 
many  armed  brig3,  by  which  he 
was  accompaniecf,  put  an  end  to 
this  appearance  of  threat,  and  fhate 
of  alarm,      Th^t    officer  having 
purfued  feveral  large  frigates,  with 
ibme  fmaller  craft,  into  the  bay  of 
Concalle  in  Normandy,  until  they 
had  run  afhore  under  the  cover  of 
a  battery,  .and  his  pilots  not  ven- 
turing to  take  any  .farther  charge 
of  his  fliip,  he  direiftly  took  that 
charge  and  rifque  upon  himfdf, 
and  boldly  carried  her  ^ii-  .  .^*u 
upthftbay,  andlayed^'^y^^th, 

her  afliore  abreafl  of  the  battery. 
In  that  fituatioA  he  continued  to 
cng&S^y  until  he  h#id  filenced  the 
guns  of  the  battery,  and  compelled 
the  French  crews  to  abandon  tlieir 
flups;  which  being  then  boarded 
by  the  armed  boats  from  the  Ex- 
periment and  Cabot  brig,  the  La 
J^anae^  of  j^  g^^^$  and  rated  at 
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t§o  mca,  with  two  (inall  loaded 
ciizcs,  were  brought  fafeiy  o£F; 
but  the  country  people^  with  fome 
irocps  ind  nulitia,  n6w  keepite 
up  a  coaibmt  fire,  with  cannon  and 
himuzcrs^  as  well  as  fmall .  arms 
horn  the  ihore,  they  were  obliged 
10  be  contented  with  burning,  or 
otacrwile  deflroying,  two  other 
loat  fHgates,  an  armed  Gutter  of 
t6  gim^,  with  a  number  of  fmall 
cxaS. 

The  attempt  upon   Terfey  ap- 
peared, however,    to   be   only  a 
pfeludc,  or  intended  as  a  prepara- 
tory exercife,  to  that  grand  mva- 
fion  of  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or 
both,  which  feemcd  at  tHat  time,^ 
and  doling  the  greater  ^art  of  the 
fumrner,  to  be  in   the  immediate 
contemplation  of  France.     Whe- 
ther that  defigu  was  really  adopt- 
ed,   was,   with  £3me,    a  matter 
of  doubt;    but  it  was  certainly 
iaongly  indicated  by  appearances ; 
the  northern  provinices  cf  Fraaice 
were  erery  wnerc  in  motion;  as 
vcli  on  the^coaKs,  as  in  the  inte- 
rior pooBtry.    Armies  were  march- 
ed down  to  the  fea  cosils  of  Nor^ 
jDaady  and  Brittany ;  the  ports  in 
tbe  bay  and  on  the  channel,  which 
vere  the  befl  calculated  for   the 
purpofe,  were  crowded  with  ihip- 
^ng ;  and  the  king  named  the  ge- 
net^ ^d  principal  oncers,  who 
were  to  command  or  to  aA  in  a 
grmd  intended  expedition.     The 
oiiitary  power  ot   £nf>^1and  was 
Bot  at  diat  time  fully  called  forth; 
aad  the  dcfenceleis  Itatc  of  Jre- 
haA  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
might  well  have  given  birth  to 
hch  a  deiigo. 

Whatever  the  defies  of  the  ene- 
fiij  were.  Great  Britain  feemed  to 
MTc  one  ^leat  objeft  of  policy  with 
it[ge&  19  the  dtf  e^ion  and  dlfpofi* 


tion  of  her  naval  force  in  Europe. 
This  was  to  prevent  the  jttn^o^ 
of  the  French  and  Spaniih  fleets^ 
by  blocking  the  former  up  in  the 
port  of  Brei^,  until  the  feafon  of 
enterprise  was  over. 

Although  this  meafure  w^  un* 
doubtcdly  in  contemplation,  yet^ 
whether  the  naval  preparation  of 
Great  Britain  was  not  fo  forward 
as  was  imagined  and  given  out; 
er  from  whatever  caufe,  th«  fca 
was  left  open ;  and  the  French  fleet 
at  Breft  was  permitted  to  join  the 
Spaniih  at  Cadiz.  This  negledl, 
or  neceffity,  was  the  more  felt,  as 
it  ferved  in  its  confcquences  to  go- 
vern all  the  enftting  naval  events 
of  the  campaign  ;  and  to  give  a 
new  caft  and  colour  to  the  (late  of 
public  affairs  between  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon  and  Great  Britain,  Thq. 
murmur  and  difiatisfodlion  were 
likewife  much  incrcafed,  from  a 
general  report  and  opinion,  not 
only  that  tlie  French  fleet  was  mote 
backward  in  point  of  preparation 
and  condition  than  the  Britifii,  bat 
that  the  latter  had  been  dilatory 
in  its  motions  after  it  had  failed, 
as  well  as  ila^k  in  its  endeavours 
to  prepare  for  failing.  However 
thefe  charges  or  opinions  might 
have  been  founded,  they  could 
not  but  derive  great  ftrength  from 
the  fubf^quentinfult  on  ourcoafts, 
which  appeared  to  be  the  dired 
confequcnce  of  that  jundion  of 
the  enemies  united  force. 

The  French  fleet,  cpnfifting  of 
about  28  fail  of  the  line,  under 
-the  command  of  M.  D'Orvilj^. 
liers,  faibd  from  Ereft  early  . 
in  the  month  of  June,  and  ^  ' 
by  dire^ing  its  courfe  to  the  fouth« 
ward,  indicated  its  deAination  tm 
the  ccait  of  Spain,  It  has  beea 
fince  faidj  that  it  wsu  very  defeo^ 

m9 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14]      ANNUAL  REGISTER,   1780. 


tivc  in  point  of  preparation ;  bat 
that  it  hurried  to  fea  in  that  con- 
dition,  from  an  apprchenfion  of 
its  being  intercepted  by  the  Bri» 
tifli  fleet  under  Sir  Charles  Har- 
dy, which  was  then  daily  expcft* 
«d  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay.  It  ipcnt 
fome  confiderable  time  on  the 
Spanifli  coads ;  and  it  was  re- 
ported, that  fome  mifunderlUnd- 
ing,  or  diiJ'erence,  between  feme 
of  the  commanders  on  both  fides, 
prevented  an  enterprize  pf  the 
utmoft  importance  from  taking 
-place.  It  would  feem  that  this 
muft  allude   to  an   attack   upon 


cut  their  having  any  knowledge  of 
each  other. 

The  enemy  entered  the  Britifh 
channel  about  th«  middle  of  Au<^ 
ruft,  and  paraded  two  or  three 
oays  before  Plymouth^  to  the 
great  alarm  of  the  people;  but 
without  making  any  attempt  on 
the  place.  The  Ardent  man  of 
war,  of  64  guns,  which  was  on 
her  wav  from  Portfmeuth  to  join 
Sir  Charles  Hardy,  miilaking 
them  for  the  Britiih  fleet,  had, 
however,  the  misfortune  of  being 
taken  in  fight  of  Plymouth.  A 
ftrong  eaftcrly  wind,  which  conti- 


Gibraltar,    a  dcfign  which   does    nued  for  feveral  days,  feem s  to  have 


•not,  however,  feem  very  cohfif-' 
tent  with  their  fubfequent  con- 
duft.  It  does  not  feem  improba- 
ble that  the  delay  proceeded  from 
the  defe^  of  preparation  on  both 
'fideis. 

However  that  may  be,  the 
whole  force  being  at  length  join- 
*ed,  the  combined  fleets  made  a 
tremendous  appearance ;  amount- 
ing to  between  fixty  and  f5?vcnty 
line  of  battle '  (hips,  befides  a 
cloud  of  frigates,  flreihips,  and 
all  thofe  fmaller  kinds  and  deno- 
minations of  vcflels  which  in  any 
manner  appertain  to  war.  This 
formidable  force,  having  turned 
its  face  to  the  northward,  conti- 
nued to  diredl  its  courfe  to  the 
coafls  of  Great  Britain. 

It  was  rather  Angular,  that  the 
britifli  home  fleet,  under  Sir 
Charles  Hardy,  amounting'  to 
about  35,  or  from  thence  to  38 
ihips  of  the  line,  was  then  cruiz- 
ing in  fome  part  of  the  bay,  or 
fpmewhere  near  the  chops  of  the 
-channel,  and  was  pafled  by  this 
great*  armament,  which  covered 
10  great  an  extent  of  ocean,  with- 


driven  them  out  of  the  channel. 
They  however  pretended,  that 
they  went  in  fearch  of  the  Britiih 
fleet  ;  and  they  continued  to 
range  about  the  Land's  End,  the 
Scilly  Iflands,  and  the  chops  of 
the  channel,  until  the  end  of  the 
month.  On  the  lail  of  Augufl, 
the  wind  being  in  his  favour.  Sir 
Charles  Hardy  gained  the  en- 
trance of  the  channel,  in  fight  of 
the  combined  fleets,  without  their 
being  able  to  prevent  him.  The 
great  objeft  of"  that  commander, 
was  to  draw  them  up  to  the  nar- 
row  part  of  the  channel,  where, 
if  he  fliould,  be  obliged  to  an  en- 
gagement, he  could  engage  upon 
Icfs  difadvantageous  terms ;  and 
where,  either  a  defeat,  or  certain 
changes  of  the  wind,  might  have 
been  produdlive  of  the  mofl  ruia- 
ous  confequenCes  to  the  enemy. 

The  enemy  purfoed  him  as  high 
up  as  Plymouth ;  but  being  fen- 
fible  of  the  danger,  particularly 
at  that  feaibn  of  the  year,  they 
<lid  not  adventure  much  farther. 
And  as  the  combined  fleets  were 
now  become  fickly  in  the  moft 
•      •  '  cxtreixve 
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extreme 


degree, 

>    difabl 


Co    as   almoft 


wholly  to  3ifab!e  fome  of  the 
ftiips ;  that  their  fhips  were  other- 
wiJe  much  out  of  condition  ;  and 
the  equinox  fail  approaching  ; 
their  commanders  thought  it  ne- 
ceiTary,  pretty  early  in  Septem- 
ber, totally  to  abandon  the  l^ru 
tifh  coafts,  and  repair  to  Brell  for 
tie  affiftances  which  they  wanted. 
Thus  ended  the  expeftations  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  apprehenfions 
of  Great  Britain.  Never  had 
prhaps  fo  great  a  naval  force 
»een  aiTembled  on  the  Cosls.     Ne- 


ver any  by  which  lefs  was  done, 
or,  except  by  ficknefs,  lefs  fuf* 
fered. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more 
fortunate  in  thefe  circumlUnces. 
than  the  arrival  in  England,  a 
few  days  before  the  appearfltnce  of 
the  enemy,  of  a  great  Jamaica 
fleet,  amounting  to  about  .200 
ihips ;  and  that  eight  homeward 
bound  Eaft  Indiamen,  havin? 
timely  notice  of  the  danger,  had 
thereby  an  opportunity  ot  putting 
into  Limerick  in  Ireland. 


C  H  A  P.    II. 

Sfate  cf  pullic  affairs  previous  tc  the  mueting  of  partiaimnU  Vaft 
cQmhination  of  pouaer  againfi  Grtat  BriUun^.  Proclamaiionj  ;  for  re^ 
prizals  on  Spain ;  and  for  defenfi<ut  nuafurts  in  cafi  of  an  imvafiofu 
yarious  manifefios,  and  public  pieces ,  ij/ued  hy  thg  belligcrant.  pOTvers, 
Srjtne  obfer<vatioHS  en  the  charges  exhibited  by  Spain.  Oftenfible  caufes, 
and  rjsal  metises  for  avar,  on  ibe^fde  of  t^e-Houfe  of  Bourbon.  Ire^ 
land.  Caufes  ivbicb  led  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs  in  that  kingdom* 
Commercial y  and  non-confumption  agreements.  Trench  in*vaficn  threat- 
eneJ.  Military  affociations.  People  become  firongly  armed.  Exemplary 
ccndu^  cf  thf  affociators.  Prudent  meafures  of  go^ernmcftt  in  that 
country.  General  demand  of  a  free  and  U7ilimited  commerce,  Difcon- 
tents  in  Scotland ^  under  an  apprehenfion  of  ^  relaxation  of  the  popery 
lavjs.  Outrages  in  Edinburgh  and  Glafgonu,  Subfcript  ions  for  raifing 
troops^  and  other  public  purpofes,  Eaft  India  company  grant  bountln 
for  raifing  6000  feamen^  and  undprtake  to  build  three  jhips  of  the  liue^ 
as  an  augmentation  to  the  royal  navy.  State  of  parties.  Changes  im 
adminiftration.     Meeting  of  the  Irijb  parliament  .^ 

THE   recefs   of  parliament,  fovercignty  perfefl  in    the    Ea-» 

in  the  year  1779,  opened  ropean  feas ;  to  afford  the  fulleft 

a  period  of  great  Ganger',    and  protedi'on  to  our  ow;i  commerce, 

prefented  a  new  and  unufual  face  whilil  we  nearly  ruined   that  of 

of  public  affairs,  with  refpeft  to  the  enemy,  and  to  fuffer  no  dif- 

this  country.     Oar  Situation   in  grace  any  where.     It  is  true^  that 


the  preceding  year  had  been 
deemed  fufiiciently. alarming  an^ 
j)crilous.  We  had,  however,  thie 
fortune  to  fuftain  our  antient  na- 
val reputation}  to  maintain  our 


abroad,  we  loft  the  valuable 
iftand  of  Dominica ;  but  if  this 
was  not  compen  fated  for  in  point 
of  commercial  value  by  the  rc- 
du£iioa  of  St.  Lucia^  it  wa»  am- 
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ply  fo  with  regard  to  the  advan- 
ta^  of  a  naval  ftation,  and  in 
point  of  honour,  by  the  double 
ikfeat  both  by  fea  and  land, 
v^ich,'  with  forces  fo  greatly 
aneqnal,  D'Efbiing  received  from 
the  gallantry  and  condnd  of  Ad- 
miral Banington  and  General 
Meadows.  At  the  fame  time, 
the  advanuges  obtained  in  the 
Eaft  Indies  were  of  the  firft  im- 
portance; and  the  redudion  of 
Georgia,  opened  the  way  for 
goading  and  woanding  the  Ame- 
ricans in  their  moft  tender  and 
fenfible  part,  by  that  war  which 
has  been  ever  iince  carried  on  in 
the  fouthern  colonies. 

In  this  year,  the  appearance  of 
things  was  by  no  means  Co  favour- 
•ble.     The  flags  of  oar  enemies, 
were  now  for  3ie  firft  time,  or  at 
leaft  after  a  very  lon^  interval, 
leen  flying  triumphant  in  our  feas, 
and  dieir  fleets  braving  the  Bri- 
tilh  fliores  with  impunity.      The 
nighty  acceflion   of    the   whole 
weight  of  the  Spanifli  monarchy, 
to    that   dangerous     confederacy 
which  was  already  formed  againft 
ns^  could  not  but  deeply  fink  a 
fcale,  which,  without  that  accef- 
Hon,    was  apparently  to  a  level 
with  our  own.     Such  a  combina- 
tion of  real  power,  and  of  a^ual 
efFeftive  force,  has  ieldom  been 
known  in  Europe  upon  any  occa- 
4ion,  much  lefs  againfl  any  Angle 
ftatc;  excepting,    perhaps,   only 
that,    which   was  lately   united, 
but  without    any  amplication  of 
-ftpength;  in  the  partition  of  Po- 
land.    The  great  and  formidable 
confederacy  againft  the  kine  of 
Pruifia  in  the  late  war,  will  not 
hold  in  this  comparifon.    For  |»e- 
fid^s   that  he  was  ably  fapported* 
hy  a  moft  potent  ally,    various 


impediments  arofo  in  the  way^ 
which  'prevented .  the  accumula-, 
tion,  and  the  actual  exertion   of 
fcveral  of  the  parts,  of  that  vaft 
force  which  was  deftined  to  his 
deflru6lion.      The  oj>erations    of 
one  of  the  moft  formidable  of  his 
enemies,    were   greatly    impeded 
by  di(bnce,  and  ftill  more  by  in- 
temal  circumflances*     A  fc.ond, 
not  lefs  dangerous,  was,  except- 
ing a  very   ihort  period,    taken 
wholly  off  his  hands    by    Great 
Britain.     A  third,   was  deprived 
of  power  by    furprize  ;    and    a 
fourth,  was  inefledive  by  nature^ 
Similar  exceptions  might  be  found 
with  lefpeft  to  the  grand  alliance 
formed  againft  Lewis  the  XIV, 
at  the  opening  of  the  prcfent  cen- 
tury ;  and  it  fhould  be  remember- 
ed that  Spain,  though  it  was,  in 
fome  refpeftj,  rather  a  burthem, 
than  an  acceflion  of  force  to  that 
monarch,  yet  was   more  conve- 
niently iituated  for  him  than  £ot 
his  enemies ;   and  that  the  trea- 
fures  and  commerce  of  the  Indies 
were  in  a  great  meafure  in   his 
hands  during  the  war. 

It  was  not  even  a?ainft  a  ftate, 
Angle,  but  whole,  3iat  the  pre- 
fent.  mighty  combination  of  power 
was  direfted.  It  was  againft  a 
ftate,  already  weakened  by  a  ru- 
inous civil  war,  and  now  di(part- 
ed  by  defedlion  ;  whilft  the  Sever- 
ed parts  operated  againft  it  in  the 
duplicate  ratio,  of  a  privation  of 
native  ftrength,  and  a  communi- 
cation of  adnal  force  to  the  com-* 
bination. 

The  rcfiftance  of  Great  Britain 
to  that  mighty  combination,  Ail- 
ed all  thofe  parts  of  Europe 
which  looked  on  with  aftonifb- 
ment  and'refpedl.  At  home,  her 
refoarces  feemed  to  grow  with  her 
necef* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY    or    EUROPE.       fl; 


hecefiities.  In  no  part  of  the 
world  was  her  naval  or  military 
glory  obfcured,  where  it  was 
thought  proper  to  exert,  cither 
her  naval  or  her  military  power. 
The  combined  force  of  the  ene- 
my was  incumbered  with  thofc 
dificulties  which  ever  I  attend 
combined  operations  ;  and  this 
was  probably  the  caufe  of  their 
lofs  of  feveral  opportunities,  the 
right  ufe  of  which  might  have 
proved  fatal  to  as.  It  was  not, 
as  in  the  war  again  fl  Louis  the 
fourteenth,  in  the  power  of  the 
allies  to  bring  on  thofc  great  bat- 
tles which  decide  the  fate  of  em- 
piresi  Thtf  war  was  at  fea;  and 
the  fea  is  a  wide  field.  The  na- 
val mode  of  war  is  perhaps  in  its 
nature  not  fo  'dccifive  as  that 
which  is  carried  on  by  land.  It 
was  become  every  day  more  and 
more  difficult  to  bring  on  a  de-  . 
cihon  by  land.  The  alarm  of  the 
preceding  time  had  caufcd  a  great 
Exertion  in  England,  which, 
from  a  ftate  very  much  unpre- 
pared, became  at  length  to  be 
powerfully  armed.  It  muft  be 
obferved,  however,  that  this 
ftand,  which  was  made  fometimes 
by  bold  pafhcs,  and  fometimes 
by  prudent  retreats >  has  had  no 
tendency  to  bring  the  war  to  a 
termination.  The  heterogeneous  - 
parts  of  the  alliance  obtained 
time  to  coalefce.  The  great  fub- 
jed  of  alarm  to  all  thinking  men  • 
was  the  regulai*  progreffive  growth 
of  the  enemies  naval  force ;  and  ■ 
that  not  only  in  number  of  ihips, 
bat  alfo  in  rtaval  ikill.  This  had 
been  too  much  overlooked  in  the 
beginning,  from  our  confined  •at- 
tention to  the  American  war. 
Againft  this  no  fufficient  precau- 
tion feems  to  have  been  taken. 
Vol.  XXm. 


Whether  afterwards  it  was  in  our 
power  to  recover  our  fuperiorityj 
It  is  not  eafy  to  determine. 

Thus,  we  not  only  had  to  en- 
counter the  antient  fpirit  and 
gallantry  of  our  neighbour  rivals, 
but  like  wife  that  artiiicial  and 
dangerous  courage,  arifing  from 
a  confciottfnefs  of  profeiHonal 
knowledge  and  ability ;  and  our 
feamen  could  not  but  be  amazed, 
to  fee  fome  of  their  own  peculiar 
charafleriiHcs,  with  refpeft  to 
maritime  (kill  and  dexterity,  as 
it  were,  fuddenly  transferred  to 
the  enemy* 

The  hoilile  mani-  ,  ^  /r  v 
fcfto  prefented  by  the  J""^  ^^^'^• 
Marquis  D'Almodo-  '779- 
var,  the  Spaniili  ambafTador,  bc- 
fides  the  recal  of  Lord  Grantham 
from  Madrid,  drew  out  from  the 
court  of  London,  on  the  third 
day  after  it  was  prefented,  a  pro- 
clamation for  rcprizals  on  Spain, 
along  with  another,  containing 
r^ulations  for  die  diilribution  of 
prizes  taken  during  the  contina- 
ance  of  lioiHlities  with  that  coun- 
try/ Thcfe  were  fol-  ♦  ,  ^^, 
lowed,  foon  after  the  ^^^^^  9^^' 
rifme  of  parliament,  by  another 
proclamation^  which  announced 
to  th6  public  the  receiving  intel- 
ligence of  an  intcJnded  invafion 
of  this  kingdom  by  our  enemies  ; 
and  which  like  wife  iffued  orders 
to  the  proper  officers,  for  care- 
fully watching  the  coaAs ;  and, 
upon  the  firft  approach  of  the 
enemy,  for  the  immediate  remo- 
val  of  hoHea,  oxen,  cattle,  aAd 
provifions,  to  places  of  fecurity, 
and  at  a  proper  (but  andefiaed) 
diflance. 

Thefe  were  followed,  at  due 
intervals,  and  according  to  all 
the  eftabliilied  ruley  of  form,  by 
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meafured  and  rfgular  difcharges 

of  the  diplomatique  artillery  on 

all  fides.     France  led  the  way,  as 
•well  to  bring  Spain  forward  with  a 

good  grace  upon  the  occasion ,  and 

to  jumfy  their  refpeddve  and  re- 
ciprocal condu^,  as  to  convince 

tlie  world,  of  the  clofe  connexion 

of  interelis  and  infeparable  union, 

whicl^  fubiifted  between   the  two 
-crowns.      She  accordingly  ifiued 

her  manifefto,  under  the  title  of 

**  an   expofition    of   the  motives 

and  ccnduft  of  his  moft  Chriflian 
*  ni  aj  eily   towards   £  n  gland .  *  *      In 

this  piece,  the  following  arc  avow- 
ed to  be  the  motives  of  the  war 

with  the  united  courts,  viz.  "  to 

**  avenge  their   refpeBi've  injuries  ^ 

*'  anel  to  put  an  end  to  that  tyran- 

•*  nical     empire y    'which    England 

**  has    u/urpedt     and  pretends    to 

**  maintain  upon  the  ocean.** 
Two  royal  Spanifh  Chedulas, 

as  they  are  called,  and  a  circular 

letter,  which  were  all  ifTued  be- 
-  fore  the  end  of  June,  and  the  firll 

iigned  in  five  days  after  the  deli- 
very of  the  tefcript  at  London,* 

may  be    confidered   in    part    as 

domeftic   papers  ;    for    although 

they  include,  in  effe^,  a  decla- 

ratlen  of  war,  they  likewlfe  hold 

out  a  j unification  of  the  king  to 

his  fubjefts  for  his  having'Rcourfe 

to  that  extremity ;  along  with  re- 
gulations to  be  obferved  by  his 

oificers,  in  rcfpeft  to  the  persons 

and  property  of  the  Engiilh  within 

the  Kingdom,  and  an  mterdi^ion 

of  all  commerce  and  connexion 

between  the  two  nations. — In  the 

circular  letter,  the  three  following 

points  are  p.«rticalarly  infifled  on, 

and  feem,  although  without  any 

direA  fpecification,  to  be  intend- 
ed for  the  inftrodion  of  the  Spa- 

Biih  miiuftors  at  foreign  coujts; 


viz.  *'  firft,  that  whilfl  the  court 
'*  of  London  fought  to  axnafe 
"  that  of  Spain,  in  feeking  dc- 
**  laySj  and  in  finally  retafing 
'*  to  admit  the  honourable  and 
"  equitable  propofals  which  his 
**  majclly  made,  in  quality  of  me- 
'*  dlatior,  to  ellablifh  peace  be- 
*'  tween  France,  England,  and 
'*  the  American  provinces,  the 
"  Britilh  cabinet  oiFered,  clan- 
**  deftinely,  by  means  of  fecret 
•'  emiiTaries,  conditions  of  like 
'*  purpofe  with  the  propofiiions 
*'  ofhismajefty/'— '*  Thatthcfe 
«*  offers  and  conditions  were  not 
'*  to  ftrange  or  indifferent  per- 
"  fons,  but  direAly  and  immc- 
"  diately  to  the  mmifter  of  the 
'*  American  provinces  refiding  at 
'*  Paris.''  And,  "  that  the  Bri- 
"  tilh  miniftcr  hath  omitted  no- 
*'  thing  to  procure,  by  many 
**  other  methods,  new  enemies  to 
"  hismajefty.'* 

All  this  mtght  be  true.  The 
Britifh  miniflcrs  might  fee  Tcafon 
for  declining  the  mediation  of 
Spain,  and  applying  diredly  to 
the  American  agents.  This  might 
have  been  a  proceeding  faulty  with 
regard  to  dignity  or  to  wife  policy ; 
(though  that  is  .by  no  means  clear) 
but  furnifiies  a  yery  bad  reafon 
for  the  court  of  Spain  to  declare 
war  againil  that  of  Great  Britain. 

Thefe  leffer  pieces  were  not 
long  after  followed  by  a  ftate  paper 
of  confiderablc  length,  publiih- 
ed  at  Madrid,  in  the  nature  of 
a  manifefto,  declaring  the  motives 
which  had  induced  his  Catholic 
majefty  to  withdraw  his  ambaifa- 
dor,  and  to  a£i  hoililel/  againft 
England.  This  piece  abounds 
with  the  fame  fort  of  loofe  random 
charges,  exceedingly  deficient  in 
point  of  fpecificatioa;  but  with 
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mn  nnvfital  precifion,  in  ^ring 
the  fum  of  fuppofed  inj  lines  or 
grievances,  in  round  and  deEoite 
n ambers,  which  fo  mach  diflin- 
gaiihcd  that  prefented  by  the 
Marqais  D'AImodovar.  As  a 
juitification  of  the  charge  of  om 
^mrc^r^ injuries  laid  in  that  piece, 
and  a  proof  of  the  cautious  dread 
of  offending  the  truth,  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  making  of  that  ilate- 
ment,  (which  is  likewife  particu- 
larly noticed)  eleven  charges  are 
laid  here,  (as  the  lawyers  exprefs 
it)  in  one  count,  twelve  in  ano- 
ther, and  eighty-fix  in  a  third. 
We  are  at  the  4me  time  afTured, 
that  they  have  abHained  from 
ie£er  and  more  diftant  matters 
of  complaint,  as  being  too  mul- 
titudinous for  fpeci£ca^ion. 

Thcfe  ch^gcs  may  be  arranged 
under  the  five  following  heads; 
violatibns  of  territorial  rights; 
infults,  or  injuries,  to  the  .Spa- 
nifli  flag,  navy,  or  ccmmcrcc; 
injuMce  of  the  Engliih  admiralty 
courts,  particularly,  or  entirely, 
in  the  Weft  Indies;  numberleft) 
wrongs,  of  various  kinds,  in  the 
Bay  of  Hondaras;  and  perfonal 
contempt,  iafuit,  and  attempt  at 
injury,  to  the  Spanifti  monarch, 
during  the  late  negocia lions  for 
peace,  in  which  he  aflumed  the 
charader  of  mediator.    . 

With  rcfpeft  to  the  drk  of  thefe 
hesidst  confidering  it  diilindiy 
from  what  related  to  the  Bay  of 
Honduras,  the  only  charjre  fpcci- 
ficd,  is  direAed  to  the  redrefs  of  a 
notorious  a^  of  violence  commit- 
ted by  the  Spaniards  themielves, 
who  in  open  defiance  \of  the  Bri- 
tiih  flag^  had  unwarrantably  feiz- 
ed,  and  were  beginning  to  plun- 
der, befides  exceeding  ill  ufage  to 
Ibe  captaia.  and  crew,    a  unall 


veflel  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar^ 
which  happened  to  be  becalmed* 
or  crofied  oy  the  current,  as  ihe 
was  going  in  with  jproviitons  of 
neceflaries  for  the  ufe  of  that  for« 
trefs.  This  outrage  was  commit* 
ted  in  open  day-light,  in  the  fight ' 
of  the  garrifon,  and  under  the 
view  of  three  Britiih  frigates  of 
war,  which. were  tjien  riding  in 
the  harbour.  As  tiie  want  of  wind 
did  not  admit  the  dired  interfer- 
ence of  the  frigates,  they  difpatch- 
ed  their  long-boats  for  .tlie  re- 
demption of  the  vefTel;  fhe  offi- 
cers and  crews  of  which  bravely 
performed  the  fervice,  by  cutting 
out  and  bringing  her  off,  from 
under  the  fire  of  the  Spanifh  bat- 
teries. As  the  fttccefs  in  this  bn- 
iinefs  was  attended  by  thofe  ufual 
circumftances  of  triumph,  which 
arc  in  fome  degree  peculiar  to 
-that  intrepid  order  of  men  wh3 
were  the  adors  in  it,  thefe  nof^ 
confiituted  no  fmall  part  of  the 
prefent  charge. 

The  charges  clafTed  under  the 
fecond  and  third  heads,  are  of  a 
nature  which  admit  of  no  opinion, 
much  lefs  dcciiion,  without  a  due 
courfe  of  enquiry,  including  a 
full  examination  of  the  evidence 
on  both  iidcs;  and  are  ni.. tiers 
which  could  afford  no  difficulty 
in  the  fettling,  if  Uic  parties  were 
amicably  difpofed.  it  may,  how- 
ever, be  oblerved  on  the  whole, 
that  it  was  not  very  probable,  if 
any  fuch  violations  did  exiH,  that 
they  were  countenanced  by  the 
Britiih  miniftcrs,  whofe  policy 
with  regard  to  their  favourite 
points  in  America,  would  nature 
ally  make  them  cautious  of  giving 
particular  caufe  of  quarrel  to  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon. 
The  charges  relative  to  imputed 
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them  from  France,  and  to  accom-* 
modate  matters  with  England ; 
thus,  not  only  holding  out  condi- 
tions fimilar  to  thofe  which  tkey 
had  rejeded  and  fpurned  at,  when 
coming  through  his  Catholic  ma- 


or  real  tranfaflions,  on  the  coafts, 
or  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  would 
require  invefligation  and  evidence 
like  the  former,  in  order  to  deter- 
mine the  quedion  of  right  in  fomc 
inftances^  and  to  eflabliih  the  mat- 


ter of  faA  in  others.      Some  of   jefty;  out  infaft,  iflcluding  ofters 


them  are  evidently  and  grofsly 
miftated  ;  and  others  are  founded 
Upon  claims,  which  are  either 
controverted,  or  abfolutely  de- 
nied. The  charge  of  exciting 
the  Mofquito  Indians  to  a  revolt, 
feems  not  better  fupported.  Some 
connexion  had  been  conftantly 
kept  up  with  thcfe  people,  who 
having  never  acknowicdgeU  the 
Span i ill  dominion,  have  aK^-s 
been  regarded  as  a*  free  n-ation. 
Perhaps  the  nftairs  on  that  coalt, 
ought  to  have  bccrt  put  on  a  more 
diftindl  footing  in  the  treaty  of 
Paris. 

Under  the  laft  head  of  gric- 
vance'or  injury,  the  charge  of  du- 
plicity made,  as  we  have  feen,  on 
the  court  of  London  in  the  cir- 
cular letter,  is  more  fully  enforc- 
ed, and  more  particularly  fpcci- 
fied.  It  aflerts,  that  the  Britiih 
cabinet  or  mini  dry,  (as  they  are 
indifferently  called)  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  rcjefted  the  pro- 
pofals  made  openly  by  Spain,  as 
mediator  in  the  negociations  for  a 
peace,  were  privately  infmuating 
themfclves  at  the  court  of  France, 
by  the  means  of  fecret  emilTaries, 
and  making  very  great  offers  to 
her  to  abandon  the  colonies,  and 
to  make  a  peace  with  England. 
And,  that  at  the  vcr>'  fame  time, 
they  were  treating,  by  means  of 
another  certain  emiflary,  with 
Doftor  Franklin,  miniftcr  plcni 


much  more  favourable  to  the  Ame- 
ricans. From  thcfe  premifcs,  the 
neceffity  of  the  Spanifh  king's 
giving  full  efRcacy  to  his  engage- 
ments with  France,  is  endeavour* 
ed  to  be  fhewn,  and  conclufions 
to  the  following  purport  arc  like- 
wife  drawn;  — that  the  EngHlh 
policy  was  principally  direded  to 
difunite  the  two"  courts  of  Paris 
and  Madrid,  by  mean?  of  the  fug- 
gcitions  and  oAcrs  rcpr.rately  made 
40  them;  and  alfo,  to  fpread  a 
net  for  the  American  dates,  fo  that 
being  drawn  in  by  flattering  and 
magnificent  promifcs  to  a  fcparatc 
accommodation,  or- even  td  join 
their  arms  againli  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,  England  might  after- 
wards, when  they  were  left  alone 
without  protedors,  and  without 
guarantees  to  the  treaties  which 
fKe  now  concluded  with  them, 
again  become  the  arbiter  of  their 
fate,  and  renew  all  their  former 
opprefliotis. 

Thus  far  we  have  (cen  the  often - 
fible  caufcs  of  the  war  on  the  fide 
of  Spain.  The  fecret  and  prime 
motive,  to  which  all  thefe  lerved 
only  to  afford  a  colouring,  was 
either  fo  predominant  that  it  could 
not  be  entirely  concealed,  or 
things  were  now  fuppoied  to  be 
in  fuch  fituation  as  rendered  con. 
cealment  unnccefTary.  The  dan- 
gerous defign  of  crufhing  the  Eng- 
lilh  n.T\Ml   power,  appears  rather 


p6tcntiary  from  the  Americaifi  CO-  unexpectedly  in  the  tail  of  this 
loniei*  at  Pari??,  to  whom  they  manifeilo';  but  is  as  fully  to  the 
made  various  propofals  to  difunite  ^^urpoic  as  in  that -of  France.     Jc 
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dedares,  that,  to  attain  the 
much  wiihed  for  end  of  a  fecure 
peace,  it  is  abfolutely  neceiTary 
to  curtail  and  deflroy  the  arbitrary 
proceedings  and  maxims  of  the 
Englilh  maritime  power;  an  ob- 
ject, in  the  attainment  of  which, 
all  other  maritime  powers,  and 
even  aJl  nations  in  general,  are 
become  much  intereflcd. 

Such  are,  in  part,  the  danger-' 
ous  combinations,  and  al^ming 
deiigQs,  to  which  our  fatal  civil 
commotions  have  aflbrded  too  fub- 
llintial  a  being. 

The  j unifying  memorial  of  the 
king  of  C^r eat  Britain,  in  anfwer 
to  the  French  manifefto,  com- 
pleatcd  the  circle  of  thofe  formal 
appeals  to  mankind,  which  the 
etiquette  of  modern  courts  has 
eftibliihed,  as  a  fort  of  preludes 
to  ;he  opening  of  thofe  real  fcenes 
of  war  and  deftrudlicn,  which 
they  are  preparing  to  exhibit. 
They  ufuaJly  trumpet  forth  the 
goiilike  attributes  of  juftice,  equi- 
ty,, mercy,  and  above  all,  that 
uni venal  benevolence  and  tender- 
nefs  to  mankind,  with  which  their 
reipe<^ive  courts  or  fovereigns  are 
ruppofcd  to  be  infinitely  endued; 
£nd  deplore,  in  the  moil  pathetic 
ftrain,  thofe  very  evils  which  they 
^e  bringing  on,  and  thofe  bife- 
ries,  which  they  are  exerting  their 
utmoft  powers  to  inftid.  If  they 
produce  little,  or  no  eifedl,  it  is, 
however,  generally  as  much  as  is 
cxpefted  from  them;  and,  how- 
ever fmall  the  fhare  of  credit  which 
they  obtain  with  the  public,  it  is, 
almofl  to  a  certainty,  as  much  as 
tlicy  defervc. 

In  this  ilatc  of  danger  from  our 
foreign  enemies,  the  empire  feera- 
cd  convulfed  in  almofl  all  its  parts, 
acd  on  thje  point  of  being  fartJier 


rent,  by  internal  diiCitisfadlion 
and  difcontent.  In  Ireland,  af- 
fairs feemed  approaching  fali  to  a 
crifis.  It  was  not  to  be  expelled 
that  a  country  dependent  on  Great 
Britain,  and  much  limited  in  the 
nfe  of  its  natural  advantages, 
ihould  not  be  affected  by  the 
caufes  and  consequences  of  the 
American  war.  The  fagacious  in 
that  kingdom  could  not  avoid  per- 
ceiving in  the  prefent  combination 
of  circum fiances  an  advantage, 
which  was  to  be  now  improved, 
or  given  up  for  ever. 

A  new  ilate  of  public  and  pri« 
vate  diilrefs,  along  with  a  ilrong 
fenfe  of  necent  affronts,  (as  they 
were  now  coniidered)  were  the 
powerful  agents,  which,  combin- 
ed with  feveral  other?  of  a  fubordi** 
nate  degree,  produced  this  revo- 
lution in  the  temper  and  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  We 
have  on  former  occaiions,  and  par- 
ticularly in.  our  1  aft  volume,  taken 
notice  of  fome  of  thefe  matters. 
Habitual  reilraint  feems  in  length 
of  time  to  become  fo  much  a  part 
of  our  nature,  that  it  requires 
forne  new  exertion,  or  an  applica- 
tion to  fome  tender  and  untried 
part,  in  order  to  excite  any  very 
uneafy  fenfation,  or  at  leafl  any 
particular  degree  of  refentment. 
The  reftridlions  on  the  commerce 
and  manufadures  of  Ireland,  might 
have  been  paiTed  over  for  fome 
ages  to  come,  with  perhaps  even 
lefs  difficulty  than  they  had  been 
endured  for  near  a  century  paft, 
if  a  temporary  diilrefs  had  not 
quickened  their  apprehcnfions. 

Of  all  the  evils  of  which  they 
complained,  the  three  years  em- 
bargo on  the  only  llaple  export  of 
that  kingdom,  feemed  the  moft 
immediately  nufchievoos ;  ancl  be- 
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iiig  confidered,  from  the  conccf- 
fions  to  America,  as  particularly 
i&fttlting,  was  accordingly  the 
moft  highly  refented  by  the  peo- 
ple. One  of  the  public  writers 
of  that  country  fays. — "  That  it 


had  generally  prevailed,  daring 
the  prefcnt  reign,  had  continual- 
ly erthan<:ed  every  article  of  the 
public  expenditure,  until  the 
Whole  was  fwelled  to  its  prefent 
enormous  and  ruinous  ftate ;  far 


was  fent  as  a  curfc,  and  operated    exceeding  the  ftanding  revenues 
tfs  a  peftilence."     It  was  Ukc wife,    of  the  kmgdom,   and  ftill  much 


along  with  its  nernicious  tendency 
ind  effcds,   charged  with  being 
ROt  only  unconftitutional,  but  di- 
reftly  illegal;  4ind  a  gentleman 
of  the  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons 
©nly  failed  in  bringing*  the  c^ucf- 
tion  of  legality  to  a  final  deciiion 
in  a  court  of  law,  by  the  unex- 
pe^ed  death  of  a  cuftom-koufe 
officer,  who  from  the  feizui%  of  a 
cargo  fitted  out  on  the  purpofai* 
was  rendered  defendant  in  the  fuit 
which  the  former  inftituted.     But 
what   aggravated    every  circum- 
ftanee  relative  to  this  bufmefs  to 
the  higheft  pofiible  de^ret^    was 
the  national  contempt,   which  it 
was  fuppofed  to  convey.     For  it 
being  confidcrcd  merely  as  a  go- 
vernment job,  and  calculated  only 
(as    they  faid,    without   referve, 
both  in  parliament  and  out)    to 
raife  immenfe  fortunes  for  a  few 
Englilh  and  Scotch  adherents  to 
theBritifh  miniihy,  nothing  could 
exceed  their  indignation  at  the  re- 
fled"tion,  that  the  interefts  of  the 
kingdom  fhould  be  facrificcd,  and 
H  whole  nution  reduced  to  diftrcfs, 
only  (as  they  aflfertcJ)  to  fdvour 
the  rapacity  of  a  fet  of  contrac- 
tors. 

The  public  diftreflcs,  they  faid, 
kept  pace  with  the  private,  and 
proceeded  from  fimilar  caufes. 
Whilft  the  means  of  fuppl/  were 
cut  otF  by  unjall  rcVridi.n,  a 
corrupt  and  profufc  f/llem  c  f  go- 
vernment, which,    they  p '."tend- 


farther  all  paft  example* of  ex- 
pence.  Thus,  inftead  of.  a  full 
exchequer,  as  heretofore,  which 
might  happily  afford  encourage* 
ment  to  the  cultivation  and  im- 
provement of  the  country,  and  to 
arts  and  induflry  among  the  peo- 
ple, the  great  objeft  and  labour 
now  of  every  feflion  of  parlia- 
ment, was  the  multiplication  of  ^ 
taxes,  and  the  making  fome  far- 
ther accumulation  to  that  national 
debt,  which  had  been  contradled 
under  this  ruinous  fyftem. 

Some  other   real   or    fuppofed 
matters  of  irritation,  or  caufes  of 
jealoufy,  as  they  excited  difcon- 
tent,  fofpicion,  or  apprehenfion, 
fi?rved  likewife  to  render  the  fenfe 
of  immediate  j[;;rievance  or  diftrefs 
ftill   more  infupportable  in   that 
country.     The  do^Jlrines  of  taxa- 
tion without  rcprefcntation,    and 
of  unconditional  fubmiflion,  which 
were  extended  to  America,  were 
urged,  not  unplaufibly,  as  matter 
of  apprehenfion  and  alarm  to  Ire- 
land ;    and  it   was  openly    faid, 
that  the  chains  forged  for  the  colo- 
nies,- would,    in  cafe  of  fuccefs, 
afford  a  mode  for  the  fetters  which 
would  foon  after  be  made  fitting 
to  themfelvcs.     Some  flrong  and 
very  unprofitable  language    ufed 
in  the  Britifh  parliament,  fcrvcd 
very  much  to  Increafe  this  ap^-re- 
l\en(ion  and  jealoufy,  in  drawing 
p.irallels  between  the  conftitutions 
of  Ireland  and  the  colonies,  and 


rd,  had  been  early  adopted,  and   deriving;  arguments  for  the  fub- 
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mifflen  of  the  latter,  from  the  re- 
ftraints  to  which  tho  former  had 
been  fubje^. 

Still,  however,  the  hopes  of 
Ibme  confiderable  enlargement  of 
their  commerce,  which  were  re- 
peatedly held  out  in  parliament, 
operated  wonderfully  in  Toothing 
difcontent,  and  in  preferving  the 
temper,  and  fortifying  the  pa- 
tience? of  the  people.  Thos  all 
public  bttfinefs,  for  a  coniiderable 
time,  was  lliircarried  on  fmooth- 
]y;  and  the  compliance  and  obfe- 
quioufnefs  of  their  parliament, 
with  Tefpe€t  to  all  the  propofals 
and  meaJures  of  government,  con- 
tinued to  be  as  confpicuoufly  dif- 
played  as  ever. 

But  when  the  people  of  Ireland 
found  that  little  effe^nal  was  done 
in  confeqnence  of  thcfe  declara- 
tions,   and    that   little    attended 
with  moch  difcontent  and  oppo- 
fition  foom  many  of  the  trading 
parts  of  Great  Britain,  the  hopes 
of  redrcfs  became  daily  more  faint, 
and  the  acquiefcence,  and  good 
temper  founded  npon  them,  were 
proportionally  exhaafted.     They 
observed  that  when  a  bill,  which, 
although  of  no  vaft  confequencc, 
would  hive  atfbrded  fome  allevia- 
tion to  their  dilbreiT^s,  had  been 
nearly  carried  through  in  the  Bri- 
tifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  ml- 
nifter  himfelf,  who  they  had  been 
taught  to  coniider  as  a  friend, 

March  ,8th.  "mcinperfon  arm- 
ed  at  all  points,  to 
' '  ^*  defeat  this  their  only 
and  laft  hope.  The  two  bills 
which  were  afterwards  paiTed  in 
the  fame  feifion,  -for  permittinfi^ 
the  cultivation  of  tobacco,  and 
encouraging  that  of  hemp,  in  Ire- 
land, inftead  of  affording  fetisfac 
^9  or  promotiiig  harmony,  pro- 


duced a  dire^Uy  contrary  effedl  f 
being  confidered  as  nothing  leffr 
than  mockeries,  and  as  infuits  of-, 
fered  to  their  diibrefs. 

In  this  manner,  things  werere- 
prefented  and  felt  in  Ireland ;  and 
when  the  attempt  to  keep  pvli^ 
ment  fitting  for  the  purpofc  of  fet- 
tling fome  plan  for  their  fatisfac- 
tion  was  defeated,  the  flame, 
which  had  for  fome  time  been 
fmothered,  broke  out  with  great 
violence.  * 

Affociations  a^inft  the  parchafo 
and  ufe  of  Britifh  manufadures, 
and  for  the  encouragement,  in 
every  poffible  degree,  of  their 
own,  had  already  taken  place  in 
£ome  parts  of  that  country;  but 
(eemed  to  be  kept  back,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  coniideration,  and  a  final 
refort  in  cafe  of  extremity,  by  the 
greater  part  of  the  kingdom.  All 
referve  upon  this  fubjed  was  now 
at  an  end;  aiTociations  became, 
univeffal;  and  the  non-imports^- 
tion,  and  non-con fumption  agree- 

~  ments  included  the  ufual  penal- 
ties,   or   denunciations    of  ven- 

'  geance,  not  only  againft  violators, 
but  againft  thofe  importers  or  fell- 
ers of  the  prohibited  commodities 
who  had  not  acceded  to  the  gene- 
ral compad.  By  this  means  they 
computed,  that,  even  in  the  pre- 
fent  weak  ftate  of  their  manufac- 
tures, they  would  fave  a  full  mil* 
lion  fterling,  which  went  annual- 
ly to  Great  Britain.  This  great 
faving  would,  they  fud,  afford 
compenfation  or  redrefs  for  many 
of  their  grievances  and  diftrefies ; 
and,  what  was  no  fmall  objed  of 
fatisfadion  with  them,  would  be 
the  means  of  pulling  down  and 
punifhing  the  pride  and  ingrati- 
tude of  Manchefler  and  Glalgow; 
towns  which  had  been  conftant 
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and  immenfe  gainers  in  the  Irifli 
trade,  and  which  had,  notwith- 
ftanding,  they  complained,  been 
the  foremoft,  the  loudeft,  and  the 
moft  cfFedive,  in  oppofmg  and  de- 
feating every  mcanire  of  redrefs 
or  relief,  which  had  ever  been  pror 
pofed  in  favour  of  that  kingdom. 
But  the  turn  of*  affairs,  and  per- 
haps the  future  fortune  of  Ireland, 
were  to  depend  on  affociations  of 
^  more  efFeftive,  if  not  more  dan^ 
gerous  nature,  than  any  which  re- 
lated merely  to  commercial  or  do- 
meftic  regulation.  To  the  accu- 
mulation of  alarins  which  we  have 
already  feen,  had  been  lately  add- 
ed, the  imminent  danger  of  foreign 
invafion;  a  meafu re  evidently  in- 
tended, if  not  abfolutely  avowed 
by  France.  This  fituation  was  the 
more  alarming,  as  the  military 
force  fupported,  by  Ireland,  had 
been  continually  drained  off  and 
weakened  for  the  American  war. 

In  order  to  provide  for  their  de- 
fence, they  faid  it  muft  be  placed 
in  thofe  who  had  the  beft  intereft 
in  it.  ^he  ftate  was  unable  or  unr 
willing  to  defend  them  efFcftually ; 
and  the  mode  of  defence  which  was 
unequal  to  their  protection,  might 
be  ruinous  to  their  liberties.  ,Mi» 
lilary  affociations  were  renewed ; 
and  the  fpirit  of  thefc  affociations 
feon  became  univerfal  in  that  king- 
dom. They  declared  they  were 
intended  for  the  double  purpofe,  of 
defending  their  fafety  againft  fo- 
reign enemies,  and  their  rights 
ajrainft,  what  they  called,  domellic 
ufarprir i -^n .  That  they  were  loyal 
to  the  kin*!:»  and  affe<^ionate  to 
Great  Rritiin.  But  that  it  was 
wirh  fuch  Ir.yalty  and  affeftion,  as 
unfilled  with  their  own  liberty 
and  pr'>r::eriry.  In  every  part  of 
the  kiui^viom  \veic  I'een  to  arife,  as 


it  were  by  magic,  vaft  bodies  of 
citizens,  ferving  at  their  own 
.charges,  chooftng  their  own  offi^ 
cers,  trained  to  great  expert  nefs, 
and  obeying  with  exemplary  regu- 
larity and  lleadinefs'.  No  noble- 
man, no  gentleman,  could  (hew 
his  face  in  the  country,  who  did 
not  fall  in  (and  they  did  univer- 
fal ly,  and  for  the  mcll  part  chear- 
fully  concur)  with  the  prevalent 
difpofition  of  the  inferior  and  mid- 
dling forts  of  their  countrymen. 
Men  of  great  fortunes  ferved  in 
the  ranks.  All  this  was  done 
without  any  fort  of  confufion  or 
diforder  whatever.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  peace  of  the  country  and 
the  obedience  to  the  laws  was  ne- 
ver better  provided  for.  Confi- 
dering  the  temper  lately  prevalent 
in  that  country,  and  its  fcenes  of 
inteitine  divifion,  this  ought  to  be 
c-onfidered  ^.s  one  of  the  moft  ex- 
traordinary revolutions  recorded  in 
hiftory. 

The  numbers  thus  t!:ained  and 
armed  have  been  varioufly  repre- 
fented.  They  were  not  probably 
much  under  thirty  thoufand  men 
in  the  very  firft  year;  and  they 
have  fince  been  very  confiderably 
incrcafed ;  fome  fay  to  forty,  others 
affert  to  iixty  thoufand  men,  admi- 
rably appointed. 

Government  faw  this  proceed- 
ing with  aftonifhment.  It  was  in 
vam  to  offer  the  leaft  refiftancc  to 
the  defign  of  a  general  armament ; 
nor  could  it  be  wifhed  to  reftrain 
the  fpirit  fo  far  as  rc?^arded  a  fo- 
reij^n  enemy.  They  wilhed  to  re- 
ffulate  this  force  ;  and  to  bring  it, 
if  poffible, .  to  adl  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  cpown }  but  after  a  very 
few  and  feeble  attempts,  which 
were  fruftrated  with  fcorn,  it  was 
thought  mo^e  wife  to  coQcur  ia 

what 
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what  could  not  be  pre  v;en  ted .   G  o- 
vemment  gave  oat  a  confidcrable 
fupply  of  arms  to  the  volpnteers, 
although  fur  (hort  of  what  was  ne. 
I    cefiary;  and  thus  this  new  efta- 
I    blifamenty  fo    favourable    to   the 
:    lights  o£  citizens,  and  of  an  ex.^ 
ample  ib  flattering  to  the  fuffici- 
ency  of  the  people  at  large,  to  pro- 
vide in  an  oraeriy  and  effedual 
manner  for    their  own    defence, 
Kitiiout  any  politive  law,  or  the 
incerpofition  of  the  ordinary  ma- 
giih-ate,  has  been  fandlified  and  re-r 
cognized  by  the  ilate  itfelf. 

After  having  provided  for  their 
defence  againit  foreign  enemies, 
the  Irt(h  oegan  to  look  towards 
their  rights,  or  claims  of  rights-^ 
and  in  general  declared  all  autho- 
rity in  the  Briiifii  Parliament  over 
them,  to  be   a  grofs   ufurpation. 
Among  others,  the  Britifti  mutiny 
ad  was  denied  to  be  valid.     This 
was  carried  to  fuch  a  length,  that 
the  troops  were,  for  fome  time,  in 
a  confiderable  degree^  confined  to 
their  refpeiflive  flations,  as  fcarvciy 
amagiltrate  could  be  found  in  che 
i^ingdom,  who  would  ilTue  billets 
for  their  q  uarters*     It  req uired  the 
greateft  degree  of  temper  and  cir- 
cauifpeftion  in  thofe  who  governed 
in  Ireland,  and  in  the  commanders 
of  the  king's  forces  there,  to  pre- 
vent a  collision  of  two  fuch  armies; 
and  it  would  be  invidious  to  deny 
them  very  great  praiie  for  the  pru- 
dence of  their  conduft. 

This  Hate  of  things  was  not  the 
work  of  a  party,  or  of  any  parti- 
cular  order  of  men;  but  was  pro- 
duced, and  upheld,  by  every  rank, 
clafs,  and  denoniinution  of  the 
People.  TJie  wife  and  humane 
condttft  of  the  Britifh  legiflature, 
in  relaxing  the  penal  reftridions 
P^  the  laws  again&  the   Engliih 


Roman  Catholics,  was  a  ipeafure 
of  fuch  obvious  utility,  that  the 
example  was  fpeeaily  followed  by 
the  irlih   parliament ;    who  com* 
municatei  fimilar  benefits  to  thofe 
of   that  profeifion  in    their  own 
country.     This  meafure  tended  in 
a  great  degree  todeftroy  thofe  ani- 
mofities,  which  had  for  fo  many 
ages  been  the  fource  of  weaknefs 
and  diflrefs  in  that  kingdom.    The 
newly  reHcred  citizens,  who  form 
fo  vail  a  majority  of  the  people  in 
Ireland,  foon  perceived,    that   as 
they  now  pofTefled  a  common  fliare 
in  the  common  interefts,  fo  they 
were  equally  called  upon  with  all 
others,  to,  the  public  defence,  and 
to  the  fupportof  the  public  rights. 
All  envy  and  averfion  on  the  one 
fide,  and  all  diftruft  and  apprehen- 
fion  on  the  other,  appeared  to  va- 
niih,and  one  general  principle  and 
fpirit  to  operate  upon   the  whole 
people. 

A  free  and  unlimited  commerce 
with  the  whole  world,  was  the  firfl, 
the  great,  and  the  general  objedt 
of  redrefs ;  for  which  no  compen- 
fation  could  be  admitted,  and 
without  which,  no  other  concef- 
fions  or  ad  vantages,  however  great 
or  beneficial,  could  afford  fatisfac- 
tion.  This  was  the  ^ne  qua  non, 
from  which  there  was  no  depar- 
ture. Such  was  theftatc  of  affairs 
in  IrcIaAd,  previous  to,  and  dur- 
ing the  recefs  of  the  Britifh  parlia- 
ment. 

During  the  long  courfe  of  real 
or  fuppoled  grievances,  of  public 
difcontents,  or  of  a^ual  commo« 
tion,  which,  for  fcv-era I  years  paft, 
have  more  or  lefs  agitated  every 
other  part  of  the  Britifh  empire, 
Scotland  alone  had  the  fortune  to 
efcape  the  general  contagion  ;  and, 
feeling  the  happinefs  of  her  own 
peculiar 
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peculiar  ci^'cvm fiances  and  fitua- 
ticn,  omitted  no  occasion  of  tefti- 
fying  Klv  gratitude,  by  the  fulleft 
apprcbation  <>f  all  the  condacl  cf 
ininift:r%  cni  the  mofl  pcrfccl  fa- 
tisfaCcion  in  thofe  meafures,  which 
were  elfewh-i.-e  produftive  of  {o 
much  uncarnefr;,  and  fuch  heart- 
burnings in  al!  or!icr  parts  of  the 
Britl^  dominions.  The  fpirrt  of 
fanaticifm,  which  has  fo  often  laid 
the  proudeft  monuments  of  human 
wifdom  and  power  in  the  duft,  was, 
even  there,  to  produce  a  revolution 
in  that  fettled  temper  and  difpofi- 
tion,  which  had  hitherto  flood  the 
teft,  and  fhewn  fuch  fuperior proof, 
to  the  application  of  every  other 
public  and  political  tonchftone. 
Upon  the  palling  of  the  late  law. 


in  favour  of  the  EngliOi  Roman 
Catholics,  fo  me  gentlemen  of  con- 
fideration  and  authority  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  united  king- 
dom, exprclTcd  tljcir  warm  wifhes 
in  parliament,  that  its  benefits 
were ,  extended  to  thofe  of  that 
communion  in  their  own  country  ; 
and  as  the  fcafcn  v/as  then  too  far 
advanced,  dcrlarc.l  their  inten- 
tion of  bringing  in  a  bill  for  that 
purpofc  in  the  cnfuing  feflion.  Si- 
milnr  fcntiments  feemed  to  prevail 
during  the  receA  with  fome  others; 
and  as  that  fpirit  of  intolerance, 
which  had  once  fo  p'?culiarly  dif- 
tinguilhed  Scotland  from  other  re- 
formed countries,  was  fuppofed  to 
have  been  in  a  great  meafurc  worn 
away,  along  with  the  darknefs  of 
the  times,  from  which  fa ch  a  dif- 
pofition  generally  derives  its  fcrce; 
xt  was  fcarcely  imagined  that  the 
intended  meafurc  of  relief,  would 
have  produced  any  confiderable 
degree  of  oppofition,  or  even  ef 
dxurmur. 

The  general   aflfcmbly  of   tb^ 


church  of  Scotland,  happened  to 
be  fitting  at  the  very  time  that  the 
Englifh  a£t  was  in  agitation  ;  and 
that  body  rejefted ,  by  a  majority 
of  above  an  hundred  voices,  a  mo- 
tion then  made,  for  a  rcraonftranctf 
to  parliament  again  (t  the  pa  (Ting  of 
the  bill.  This  inftancc  of  mode-* 
ration  in  the  national  chorch, 
couid  not  but  afford  great  encou-r 
ragement  to  the  Catholics  in  Scot. 
land  to  hope,  that  xhry  (honld  be 
permitted  to  partake  cf  the  indul- 
gence which  had  been  granted  to 
their  brethren  in  England,  and  in 
Ireland.  They  accordingly  pre- 
pared a  petition  to  parliament,  and 
employed  counfel  to  frame  the  out- 
lines of  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

While  matters  v/cre  in  this  train, 
an  inflammatory  pamphlet,  againil 
the  do^rines  and  members  of  po- 
pery, reprefenting  the  latter  as  ini- 
mical to  all  flatcs,  and  as  the  com- 
mon enemies    of   mankind,    was 
written  by  a  nonjuring  clergyman, 
printed  at  the  cxpence  of  the  (o- 
cicty    for    propagating    Chriftian 
knowledge,    and  circulated   with 
great  induftry  through  every  order 
of  the  people.     The  effefts  of  this 
publication  foon  began  to  appear 
m  fome  of  the  provincial  fynods, 
where  the  matter  being  taken  up 
and  agitated  with  much  heat,  an- 
gry re  folutions  were  paffed  again  f! 
the  unfortunate  people  who  were 
the  objects  of  their  jealoafy  ;  and 
thcfe  refolutions,  including  a  full 
determination  of  oppoling  every 
meafure  of  relief  which  was   or 
might  be  intended  for  them,  being 
publifhed  in  the  news-papers^could 
not  fail  to  ercite  fome  ferment. 
The  conduft  of  the  f^niod  of  Lo- 
thian and  Tweeddale,  upon  which 
the  eves  of  the  people  were  parti-. 
cnlarly  tumedv  feemed;  however, 
calculated 
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calculated  to  rcilraih  that  fury  oF 
zeal,  which  was  now  generating, 
from  fpreading  to  any  great  extent. 
Notwithll;;ndmg  the  efforts  of  a 
violent  party  among  themfclvcs, 
the  humane  refolution  iffiicd  by 
that  afTembly,  went  tptally  to  dii- 
c!aim  their  having;  any  han4  in  op- 
poimg  the  mild  intent;pns  of  go- 
vernment, for  giving  relief  to  their 
fdlow-fubjefts. 

Whatever   good    effc£ls    might 
have  been  cxpedled  from  this  tem- 
perate condu  A,  they  were  entirely 
defeated  or  prevented,  by  the  adli- 
vity  and  boldnefs  of  a  few  obfcure 
zealots  in  Edinburgh ;  who,  under 
the  guife  of  fome  eflablifhed  poli- 
tical body  of  the  Hate,  undertook 
the  protedlion  and  defence  of  the 
national  church  in   the  place  of 
their  clergy,  whom  they  charged 
with  a  fcandaloas  and  impious  de- 
fcrtion  of  the  caufe  of  God  and 
religion.     This  felf-crcated  body, 
artfully  concealing  their  infignifi- 
cance,  by  ftudioufly  keeping  their 
names,  occupations,  and  number 
in  total  darknefs,  equally  availed 
tKcmfcl  vcs  of  thcoppor  tu  r.  i  ty  which 
their  lituatipn  in  the  capital  afford- 
ed, of  alTuming  an  extraordinary 
degrceof  importance  J  and  under 
the  fpecious  and  pompous  title  of 
the  committee  for  the   protellant 
intereft,  eafilypafled  upon  the  pub- 
He,  not  only  for  men  c£  rank, 
confequence,  and'  authority,  but 
as  the  a^ing  delegates  of  a  ftill 
greater  body. 

Under  this  delufive  appearance, 
to  which  the  prejudices  or  fears  of 
the  people  afforded  all  the  fan^lion 
they  could  wiih,  th^y  foon  became 
To  popular,  that  committees  for 
correlponding  with  them  were  efla- 
blifhed in  ievcral  parts  of  that 
conntry,  and  pai'ticularly  in  the 


Ui 


weflern    ihires;    and  the    public 
confidence  and  opinion  incrcafmg, 
in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  dangers  which  they  defcribed, 
and  were  fuppofed  to  have  difco- 
yercd,  they  were  confidcrcd  as  the 
fitteft  and  mofteffcftivc  agents,  for 
applying  the  ccmtributions  of  the 
well-diipofcd  to  the  immediate  de- 
fence of  religion.      Thus  a  few 
unknown  men  feemed  to  be  en^ 
trufted  with  the  care  of  the  purfes, 
as  well  as  of  the  confciencos  of  the 
people;  and  by  this  means   thejir 
were  enabled  to  publiih  and  didri- 
bute  inflammatory  pamphlets  gra« 
tis,  and  without  number;   while 
the  news-papers  and  Ibeets  were 
crouded  with  letters,  paragraphs, 
and  hand-bills,-  teeming  with  fedi- 
tion,    inve£live,   and    abufe;    all 
tending  evidently  to  excite  a  peo* 
pie,  naturally  warm  and  irritable^ 
to  ads  of  omrage.     The  effedl  an- 
fwered  their  moft  fanguine  expedbu 
tions;  and  they  foon  beheld  the 
flame  which  they  had  fo  fucefsfully 
(they  faid  unintentionally)  blown 
up,  not  only  fpread  through  every 
part  of  Scotland,  but  extended  in- 
to the  fouthern  part  of  the  united 
kingdom;  until,  at  length,  it  li- 
terally blazed  forth  in  its  utmoft 
violence,  and  attended  with  all  its 
horrors,  in  the  metropolis  of  the 
empire. 

As  people  arc  always  curious  to 
know  fomething  of  thofe  inftrn- 
ments,  that  are  the  means  of  pro- 
ducing extraordinary  or  unexpeA- 
edcffefts,  it  may  be  expeded  that 
we  ihould  take  fome  notice  of  the 
committee  in  queilion.  From  the 
only  account  of  it  which  we  have 
feen,  and  which  is  faid  to  have 
been  obtained  with  no  fmall  dif&- 
culty,  it  appears,  that  in  point  of 
number  it  amounted  only  to  thir- 
teen 
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tcca  perfoiu  ;  that  the  three  firft  or 
principal  of  thefe,  fo  far  as  may 
DC  judged  from  apparent  rank  or 
condition,  were,  a  merchant,  a 
goldfmith,  and  a  teacher  of  the 
poor  in  an  hofpital ;  that  the  re- 
mainder, were  cither  men  excr- 
cifing  mean  trade?,  or  clfe  writing- 
clerks,  feme  fcrving  in  counting- 
houfes,  and  others  in  public  of- 
fices ;  excepting  only  the  thir- 
teenth, who  being  yet  an  appren- 
tice, filled,  notwithftanding,  the 
important  office  of  fecretary  to  the 
committee.  Such  were  the  re- 
doubted champions,  who  under- 
took the  protection  and  defence  of 
an  cftablifhcd  national' religion; 
already  guarantied  and  fortified, 
not  only  by  its  invincible  truth 
and  holinefs,  but  bylaws,  habits, 
length  of  poiTelTion,  public  opi- 
nion, and  the  United  force  oi  a 
whole  empire. 

The  wretched  people  who  were 
thus  marked  out  as  the  objects 
of  public  execration  and  venge- 
ance, apprehending  the  mod  fatal 
confequences  from  the  dangerous 
ipirit  now  raifcd,  thought  it  pru- 
dent and  necfftary,  early  in  the 
year  1779,  toacquaintLr  rd  North, 
through  fomeof  the  northern  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  that  chufmg 
rather  to  facrifice  their  own  future 
cafe  and  advantage,  than  to  en- 
danger the  immediate  peace  of 
their  countr}',  they  would  accord- 
ingly refrain  from  any  application 
to  the  legiflature,  for  the  rxpedled, 
and  fo  much  wifiied  forindulgcnce. 
And  hoping  to  aflwage  the  fury 
and  rage  of  the  multitude,  the 
letter  written  upon  the  fubjeft  by 
thefe  gentlemen  to  the  minift'^r,  in- 
cluding that  refolution,  and  a6t  of 
forbearance  on  their  fide,  which 
totally  removed  every  new  objeft 


bf  jealoufV  and  difcontent,    was 
publiftied  m  the  news-papers. 

No  conceflion  could,  however^ 
allay  the  fury  of  that  outrageous 
zeal  which  was  now  let  loofe.  For 
f  fome  time,  the  Roman  Catholics 
had  been  fubjedled,  in  open  day- 
light, and  in  the  public  ftreets,  to 
contumelious  treatment,  and  (hock- 
ing threats,  from  the  cnragea  rab- 
ble. Magiftracy  probably  did  not 
imagine  to  what  lengths  they  might 
proceed.  As  the  deftined  time  of 
vengeance  drew  near,  fevcral  days 
previous  notice  was  publicly  given  , 
by  an  infinite  number  of  incendiary 
letters  and  hand-bills,  which  were 
difperfed  through  ev?r/  part  of 
Edinburgh,  not  only  Ipecifying 
time,  place,  andohj-.iJl,  but  call, 
ing  upon,  cr  fummoning,  t:ic:-.^!:f- 
tance  of  the  people  in  tlu'  caier- 
prize. 

This  public  announcement  of  a 
dangerous  defign,  did  not  produce 
a  greater  alarm,  or  any  mci  furc  of 
prevention  ;  and  was  followed  by 
fevcral  light  attacks  with  ftoncs, 
and  other  mi  (Tile  weapons,  which 
fcemed  only  calculated  to  feel  the 
courage,  and  to  excite  the  rage  of 
the  populace,  and  which  went  no 
farther  than  the  breaking  c  f  win- 
dows, or  other  fimilar  mifchicfs; 
which  were  all  paflcd  over  in  the 
fame  manner. 

On  tlie  appointed  day,  p,  , 
the  firft  and  great  objeft  ^^^^-^d. 
of  attack,  was  a  new  '779- 
houfe,  in  which  the  principal  Ro- 
man Catholic  clergyman,  orbifhop, 
along  with  feveral  other  families  of 
that  perfuafion  dwelt ;  one  room  or 
floor  of  which  had  been  defigned 
and  prepared  for  a  place  of  wor- 
fhip,  or  private  chapel,  as  being 
more  commodious  than  another  of 
the  fame  nature,  and  fituated  Hke- 
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vifc  in  a  private  dwelling  houfe, 
which  they  had  for  m^ny  years  oc- 
capiedin  another  part  of  the  towni 
Although  it  appears  that  this  room 
had  been  dcfhned  for  the  ufe,  to 
which  it.  was  not  then  applied,  a 
ytsr  before  arty  thing  was  agitated 
in  parliament  for  the  relief  of  the 
Rcsian  Catholics,  yet  the  zealots 
of  that  party,  in  order  to  inflnmc 
the  people,  reprefcntcd  this  build- 
ing as  the  inir.iediate  confcquence 
fi  diat  indulgence ;  and  held  it 
cut  as  a  new  and  iignal  inilance  of 
t-i?  intolerable  pride  and  darinj 
ffirit  of  popery,  which,  on  the  firft 
gleam  of  hope  or  favour,  had  thus 
r.:  once  buril  through  all  the  boun- 
Cinzs  of  decency  and  difcretion, 
^nd  vcatured  equally  to  infult  the 
nation  and  the  Proteilant  religion, 
m- erecting  in  the  metropolis,  and 
i:  the  face  of  both,  this  pompous 
p':ceof  worfhip,  and  oftentatious 
CuAzy  of  its  triumph,  in  which  it 
5-1  ptiblicly  to  exhibit  all  its  fu- 
perttitions  and  pageantries- 

The  people  were  accordinglv 
frticnlarly  called  upon,  in  thole 
ncendiary  letters  which  we  have 
p''iccd,  to  meet  at  Leith  Wyncl, 
i^  order  •*  to  pull  down  that'Pil- 
ijr  of  Popery  latclv  erefted  there." 
It  Is  to  be  obfervei  that  the  houfe, 
'^mch  carried  no  appearance  with- 
out fide,  of  its  containing  any 
placa  of  worfhip  whatever,  was 
inhabited  by  four  families,  befidcs 
that  of  the  clergyman's;  and  that 
the  room  laid  out  for  a  chapel,  is 
feprefented  as  being  only  34  feet 
in  length.  This  houfe  was  vio- 
lently affanlted,  and  fet  on  fire, 
and  the  flames  continued  until  the 
neon  of  the  following  day.  The 
rnhnbitants  with  dijficulty  efcapcd 
with  their  lives. 

During  the  demolition  of  thrg 


main  *^  Pillar  of  Popery,"  a  de- 
tachment from  the  main  body  were 
difpatchcd  to  the  Old  Chapel,  in 
a  place  called  Black  Friars  Wynd- 
The  houfe  which  had  the  ill  for- 
tune of  containing  that  .place  of 
Worlhip,  v^as  inh:ibitcd  by  feveral 
families  of  trader-people,  whofc 
property  and  eiTccl^,  as  well  as  the 
infide  of  the  houfe  and  chapel, 
were  totally  dfrtro)'€d.  Here  a 
conllderahle  library  belonging  to 
Ihc  Roman  Cathcllc.bii'hop,  was 
alfo  deftroyed  or  carried  away. 
The  rioters  afterwards  directed 
their  violence  .igainfl  the  Catholics 
in  other  parts  of  the  town;  and 
totally  deftroyed  tJie  Hock  in  trade 
and  cJfFcf^s  of  two  cr  three  tradef- 
menof  that  pro  fell:  on  ;  fevvhoufes 
being  inhabited  by  them  ;  as  their 
number  was  very  inconfiderable, 
"a?id  conlifting  chlerty  of  poor 
Highlanders,  the  loweft  and  moft 
indigent  of  the  pc^ople.  'One  or 
two  ladies  of  fafhion  of  that  com- 
munion, were  threatened  and  in- 
fulted,  and  obliged  to  take  refuge 
in  the  caftle. 

It  IS  diTigreeable  to  enter  intQ 
the .  detail  of  theie  favag?"  difor- 
•ders,  which  continued  with  little 
or  no  eife(^tual  refiftance  from  ma- 
giftracy  for  feme  days.  Some  of 
their  attempts,  as  they  were  more 
wicked,  ^ppf^ared  more  fuitabl'^to 
their  courage,  than  the  hunting 
out  of  their  obfcure  retreats,  a 
handful  of  mlfcrable  people.  They 
now  extended  their  views  to  th* 
punifhment  or  dcftnidioa  of  thofe 
gentlemen,  of  whatever  rank,  or 
religion,  who  had  been  fuppofcd 
to  favour,  or  in  any  degree  to  af- 
ford their  countenance,  to  the  late 
defigncf  obtaining  a  relaxation  of 
the  popery  laws.  The  ft'lnre  of 
fuccefs  which  attended  their  elTorts, 
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on  this  enlargement  ofde&gn  and 
objeft,  ferved,  however,  greatly 
to  damp  the  fpirit  of  future  enter- 
prize.  Their  firft  fury  was  di- 
refted  to  the  houfe  or  ProfelTor 
•Robertfon,  the  celebrated  hilto- 
rian,  and  to  that  of  Mr,  Crofbie, 
an  eminent  advocate  ;  who  (land- 
ing high,  if  not  at  the  head  of 
his  profcfTion,  was  ftill  mere  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  excellency  of 
his  character  and  difpo/ition*  The 
enlightened  views  and  liberal  fen- 
timents  of  the  firll  of  thefe  gen- 
tlemen, whicli  rendered  him  an 
enemy  to  all  perfecution,  ren- 
dered him  an  objeft  of  it  to  the 
deluded  populace ;  and  the  fe- 
cond,  had  fobmitted  to  the  crime, 
of  being  profeilionally  employed 
as  ccunfef  by  that  people ;  and 
of  having  accordingly  cirawn  up 
the  bill,  which  their  reprefenta- 
tivcs  had  intended  to  prefcnt  to 
parliament.  The  mob  found  the 
noufes  of  thefe  gentlemen  fo  well 
armed,  and  guarded  with  fo  de- 
termined a  rcfolution  by  their 
numerous  frieYids,  that  they  re- 
frained from  proceeding  to  extre- 
mities ;  and  retired,  without  any 
farther  outrage  than  the  breaking 
of  fomeTvindows. 

Thefe  attempts  feemed  to 
fjarni  the  magiftracy;  as  it  did 
not  feem  now  eafy  to  determine, 
to  what  Hirther  lengths  the  malice 
of  zeal  might  be  carried,  nor  to 
what  extent  the  objcfts  of  its  re- 
venge might  be  multiplied.  They 
accordingly  ordered  fome  troops 
of  dragoons  into  the  town,  who, 
with  detachments  from  the  Duke 
of  Bucclcugh's  regiment  of  fenci- 
blcs,  formed  chains  acrofs  the 
•  ilreets  and  pafTes.  But  the  fame 
weaknefs  or  inertnefs  on  the  fide 
of  the  civil  goveiiuxieat  fUU  con- 


tinued ;  and  the  foldiers,  Hand- 
ing with  arm;i  in  their  hands,  on 
this  odious  .and.  ..painful  duty* 
were  moft  fhamefully  pelted  with 
ftones,  and  grievoufly  wounded 
by  thcjnobi 

At  length,  on  the  laft'  day  af 
the  week,  a  proclamation  of  a 
fingular  nature  was  publifhed  by 
the  magiftracY.  In  that  piece, 
the  Lord  Provofl  aflurcs  the  peo- 
ple, that  no  repeal  of  the  penal 
flatutes  againft  papids  fliould  take 
place.  The  pall  riots  arc  attri- 
buted to  the  apprehen lions,  fears, 
and  diHrefled  minds  of  nucU-meatt' 
ing  people.  But  they  are  in- 
formed, that  *«  after  this  public 
all u ranee,  the  magiftrates  will 
take  the  moft  vigorous  meafurcs 
for  repreifing  any  tumultuous  or 
riotous  meetings  of  the  populace, 
which  may  hereafter  arile  ;  being 
fatisfied  that  any  future  diforders 
will  proceed  only  from  the  wick- 
ed views  of  bad  and  defigning 
men."  A  claufc  which  feems  to 
imply  the  ilrange  conceiiion,  that 
the  magiftrates  had  not  lutherto 
done  tlieir  duty  in  fupprciiing  the 
riots ;  and  the  no  lefs  extraordi- 
nary propofition,  that  the  pa  ft 
diforders  proceeded  from  good 
and  wcll-difpofed  people. 

The  example  of  Edinburgh 
was  in  fomc  degree  copied  ia 
Glafgow  J  but  the  condudl  of  the 
magiftrates  in  that  great  trading 
city  was  widely  diiFerent.  The 
objefts  of  perfecution  being  few 
in  the  latter,  and  being  almoft 
wholly,  as  for  the  greater  part 
they  were  in  the  former,  compof- 
cd  of  poor  and  laborious  people, 
who  were  even  deftitute  of  a  cler- 
gyman of  their  own  profcffion, 
the  fury  of  the  populace  was  firft 
and  principally  diredled  to  a  Mr. 
Bagnal, 
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Bagnal,  an  Engliih  Roman  Ca- 
tholic; who  bdng  a  native  of 
Staffbrdfiure,  had  introduced  the 
art  peculiar  to  his  own  country 
into  Gla^w,  where  he  had  cfta- 
bliihed,  and  ibr  feveral  years  con- 
duced a  coniiderable  znanufado- 
ry  of  ftonc  ware.  The  mob 
b.TQcd  his  houfes ;  totally  de- 
Proyed  his  manufaAory  and  flock 


compenfation  and  relief  to  the 
fufferers,  until  the  niiniUcr  gave 
an  aflurance,  that  the  matter 
would  be  privately  fettled  to  their 
fatisfaAion.  Upon  thefe  occa- 
fions,  the  condudl  of  the  magif- 
tracy  of  Edinburgh  underwent  no 
fmall  degree  of  animiiuvcriion  ; 
and  the  aflumption  of  the  chief 
magiilratc,  in  venturing  to  anfwer 


1,1  trade;    and    obliged    himfelf    in  his  proclamation^  for  the   fu 

ture  conduct  and  mcafures  to  be 
purfued  or  adopted  by  the  Bri- 
tiih  legifln.ture,  was  particularly 
and  fcvercly  reprehended.  Nei  • 
ther  did  the  minififrs,  nor  parli- 
ament itfclf,  efcape  a  fhare  of 
that  cenfure,  which  wa?  upon 
this  occafion  freely  admin iftered 
by  one  or  two  members  of  the  op- 
pofiuon ;  who  obf^TveJ,  tl<at  it 
was  too  near  and  too  cruel  an  in- 
fult,  fo  focn  after  the  immenfc 
faaifices  which  we  had  made,  to 
the  falfe  pretence  of  fupporting 
the  fupremacy  an^  dignity  of  the 
Britiih  legiilaturc  in  every  part  of 
the  empire,  to  fufTcr  a  frantic 
and  contemptible  rabble  at  home, 
.not  only  to  ily  in  the  fucc  of  its 
prcfcnt  authority,  but  to  prefcribe 
limits,  beyond  which  it  was  npt 
to  pafs,  to  its  fuiure  operation. 
Thus,  they  faid,  fowing,  under 
the  fandion  of  a  recorded  prece- 
dent, the  feeds  of  disorder,  out- 
rage, contempt  of  authority,  and 
abiblute  rebellion,  in  every  re- 
maining part  of  the  Britiih  domi* 
a  ions. 

However  unequal  to  the  caufe 


and  his  family  to  tiy  for  their 
lives  into  the  fields.  But  the 
laoJable  meafures  purfued  by  the 
2n:igifh*ates  and  principal  inhabi- 
tants for  reiloring  the  public  peace 
and  tranquility,  were  fo  ellica- 
cioas,  that  the  mifchief  went  no 
farther;  and  order  and  fecurity 
were  foon  reflored.  Being  alfo, 
at  the  umc  time,  equally  a(ham- 
cd  and  concerned,  that  the  cha- 
radcr  and  government  of  fo  ex- 
tcaiively  commercial  a  city ,  Ihould 
fufier  under  the  imputation  and 
dli'^racc  of  fiich  an  ad  of  outrage 
and  pcrfecution,  they  feemed 
vrliiing,  fo  far  as  it  could  be 
€onc,  to  obliterate  every  trace  of 
it  from  the  memory,  Bagnal  was 
accordingly  fpccdily  acquainted, 
taat  he  ihould  be  reimbur fed  for 
e\ery  part  of  his  loiles  to  the  ut- 
termoft  far  thing  ;  and  feveral  of 
the  principal  inhabitants,  includ- 
ing refpe£table  names  among  the 
^^^Zy«  squired  no  fmall  honour, 
by  the  attention  and  tcndzrnefs 
which  the  wife  and  family  cf  the 
futfcrcr  experienced  from  them, 
daring  the  immediate  preii'ure  of 


their  terror  and  diUrefs.  the  e£e6l  may,fcem,  it  was  throijeh 

Thefe  matters  were  of  conrfe    this  religious  cumbuflion,  and  the 


agiuted  more  than  once  in  parli- 
ament during  that  fefiion ;  and  a 
pstriodc  member  of  the  honfe  of 
commons  was  upon  the  point  of 
bringing  in  a   bill   for   agcrding 


circumftanccs  attending  it,  that 
adminiftratiojrloft  that  firm  hold 
of  the  temper  and  dlfpofition  of 
the  people  of  Scotland,  which 
nothing  elfc,  perhaps,  could  hav^ 
loofened 
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loofened.  For  the  cry  and  alarm 
of  popery  being  once  r.iifed,  and 
freely  propagated  by  the  prefs  in 
every  part  of  the  country,  the 
violent  fpirit  thus  conjured  up, 
was  not  fatisfied  to  confine  its 
wrath  to  the  immediate  objects  of 
apprehenfion  and  avcrfion  ;  but 
tracing  the  fuppofed  grievance 
and  danger  to  its  primary  fource, 
would  fix  the  more  refined  part 
of  its  refcntments  much  higher. 
Thus,  by  degr'^es,  not  only  the 
minifters  were  htid  out  as  objefts 
of  public  execration  ;  but  every 
department  of  the  Itate,  includ- 
ing the  higheft  and  moft  facrcd 
fources  of  the  legiflative  and  ex- 
ecutive government,  were  little, 
if  any  thing,  lefs  than  direftly 
charged  and  reprefented,  with 
forming  a  confpiracy  for  the  de- 
llrudlon  of  the  proteftant  reli- 
gion, and  the  ellablifhment  of 
popery  on  its  ruins.  Under  this 
perfwafion  or  pretence,  the  zea- 
lots in  Scotland,  not  content 
with  combating  and  defeating  the 
phantom  of  danger  which  had 
appeared  in  their  own  country, 
would  purfue  it  to  its  laft  refuge 
in  England ;  and  eagerly  under- 
took to  prefer vc  or  free  their  bre- 
thren in  the  fouthern  part  of  the 
united  kingdom  from  thofe  reli- 
gious.dangers,  to  which  they  had 
themfelves  been  hitherto  totally 
infenfible. 

One,  among  the  reft,  of  thefe 
publications,  being  a  kind  of 
proteft,  iflued  by  tne  heritors  of 
the  town  and  parifh  of  Carluke, 
in  the  county  of  Lanerk,  feems 
.  a  more  direft  and  pointed  libel 
^  upon  adminiftration  in  particular, 
anVi  government  in  general,  than 
the  licence  Of  the  prcfcnt   times 


in  the   fouth  feems  to  have  pro- 
duced. 

With  refpeft  to  the  charge  of 
fupporting  popery,  they  hold  the 
following  language,  havitig  firft 
kid  it  down  as  a  poflulatum,  that 
whenever  that  religion  is  cllablifh- 
cd,  liberty  is  baniftied  ;  viz. 
**  We  are  certainly  authorized  to 
*'  fay,  that,  from  the  paiHng  the 
'*  Quebec  bill  to  the  prcfent 
"  hour,  the  encouraging  and 
*'  tolerating  that  bloody  reli- 
"  gion,  feems  to  be  the  only 
"  confiftent,  and  (we  obferve  it 
•*  with  pain)  the  only  fuccefsful 
"  meafure,  which  the  prefcnc 
*'  miniftry  have  adopted.  And 
*'  perhaps  this  fmgle  principle 
**  may  account  for  all  that  feem* 
"  ing  weaknefs  and  flui^uation 
"  of  councils  which  have  fo  re- 
'*  markably  charaAcrized  their 
*'  adminiftration."-— They  con- 
clude the  charges  againft  mi- 
nifters  by  this  declaration  or  opi* 
nion,  that,—"  If  Great  Britain 
**  for  manifold  fins  is  devoted 
**  to  perdition,*' — "  whether  her 
*'  miniftcrs  have  afted  from  weak- 
"  nefs  or  delign,**  —  *'  her  a- 
"  venging  angd  could  not  have 
'*  hit  on  more  proper  inftru- 
"  ments  to  haften  her  ruin." 

Nor  is  parliament  treated  with 
much  more  ceremony.  They 
difclaim  all  hope  of  redrefs  from 
that  bodv;  which,  they  fay, — ' 
"  Not  fatisfied  with  repealing 
**  their  own  foolifli  afts,  have 
*'  dared  to  repeal  the  wifc-enaA- 
*'  ed  penal  'ftatutcs  againft  pa- 
'*  pifts,  the  palladium  of  our  e- 
*'  ftablifhed  religion  and  civil  li- 
**  berties,"  &c* 

Thefe   fpccimcns    will    afford 
ibme  idta  of  the  fpifit  and  tem- 
per 
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fares,  under  which  the  American 
difputes  and  contcft  had  been  fuf- 
fered  to  linger  for  fo  many  years, 
had,  they  faid,  totally  changed 
the  Hate  and  natare  of  things. 
If  we  have  loft,  faid  thev,  the 
advantages  which  (he  afforded,  by 
our  folly,  let  our  wifdom  now 
immediately  cut  away  thofe  fatal 
incumbrances  which  arc  left  be- 
hind  ;  thofe  incumbrances  which 


per  of  the  time  in  that  country. 
The  original  of  this  cyrious  pub- 
lication, was  ordered  to  be  depo- 
fited  in  the  archives  of  the  com- 
mittee of  correfpondence  in  Glaf- 
eow,  and  copies  of  it  to  be  pub- 
fifned  in  the  Edinburgh  and 
G  laigow  newfpapers .  1 1  was  pro- 
bably about  this  time  they  opened 
a  correfpondence  with  feme  fana- 
tics in  London,  then  obfcure  and 
little  noticed,  calling  themfelves 
the  Proteftant  Aflbciation,  whofe 
objeft  feems  to  have  been  the 
fame  with  theirs,  but  yet  purfued 
wiih  lefs  violence. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  public 
affairs  in  Ireland  and  Scotland. 
In  England,  befides  all  other  or 
former  real  or  fuppofcd  caufes  of 
dilTatisfaftion,  the  long  continu- 
ance, contrary  to  the  expcftations 
held  out,  of  the  American  war, 
and  its  hopeleflhefs  of  ultimate 
fucccfs  in  the  minds^  of  many, 
began  now  to  alFefl  the  feelings 
of  the  people,  fo  generally  and 
powerfully,  as  to  open  a  foorce 
of  difcontcnt,  which,  by  degrees, 
feemed  to  grow  wider,  than  any 
other  of  which  they  had  hitherto 
complained.  Many  of  thcfe  who 
had  been  among  the  fore m oft  in 
fupporting,  and  the  warmeft  in 
approving,  the  meafurcs  which 
led  to  that  iflne,  and  the  princi* 
pie  oti  which  they  were  f  uinJed, 
were  now  among  the  Ic  udcft  in 
lamenting  the  coniequences  of 
the  war,  and  the  moft  eager  for 
its  being  brought  to  a  fpeedy  con- 
tlufion.  No  chartge,  they  faid, 
had  taken  pUce  in  theif  original 
principle  or  opinion ;  but  they 
were  compelled  to  conform  their 
fentiments,  and  to  fubmit,  to  the 
preff  nt  neceflity  of  the  times.  The 
weaknefs  of  the  counfels  and  inea- 
Vofc-  XXIU* 


clog  and  impede  all  our  motions, 
and  render  all  our  exertions  a- 
gainft  the  common  enemy  inef- 
feftive.  Let  the  evils  follow  the 
benefits.  It  muft  be  the  extreme 
of  madnefs  to  retain  one  without 
the  other. 

Such  was  now  the  language 
held  by  no  fmall  number  of  thofe, 
who  had  formerly  fuprpoited  oi 
approved  of  the  American  mea- 
fures,  and  by  the  whole  of  thofef 
who  had  conftantly  oppofed  or 
condemned  them.  They  alfo 
uniformly  coincided  iH  another 
general  opinion  ;  which  was,  by 
no  means  to  (brink  from  the  war 
with  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 
Holding  a  firm  confidence,  that 
if  America  was  in  any"  manner 
detached  from  the  quarrel,  or  even 
rendered  (6  far  inefFeclive  as  not 
to  be  confidered  as  a  principal 
objpft,  and  our  whole  force,  un- 
der the  guidance  of  wife  counfels, 
arid  the  ability  of  thofe  great  com- 
manders, which  all  the  world 
knew  we  pofTefTed,  was  direfted 
againft  our  natural  enemies  ia 
their  moft  vulnerable  parts,  they 
would  not  only  be  foon  fickcned 
of  the  part  which  they  had  takeii 
in  our  domcftic  coftteft ;  but  thit 
we  might  alfo  make  fuch  repri- 
zak  on  them,  as  would  afford  n6 
inconfiderable  compenfatiott  foir ' 
the  lolTes  we  had  faffered. 

[C]  Tto 
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The  danger  held  out  of  an  inva- 
fion,  and  the  proclamation  ordering 
provificns  to  be  made  againd  it» 
were  fevere}/  criticized  by  oppoil- 
tion ;  as  tending  more  to  alarm  the 
people  than  to  lecurc  the  country ; 
as  weak  and  indefinite  in  its  di- 
rc^Icnsy  and  o»Iy  calculated  to 
draw  out  a  few  miferable  fub- 
icriptions,  which  might  lay  a 
claim  of  merit  for  individuals » 
but  eould  never  be  a  fubiUntial 
aid  to  government.  It  was  only 
indeed  a  little  trick,  td  confound 
an  attachment  to  miniAers  with  a 
regard  to  the  fafety  of  the  country » 
.  On  the  other  hand  it  wascon- 
tendedy  that  to  icaution  without 
^lasming  was.  a.  thing  impolTible. 
That  future  direflions,  when  oc- 
icafion^  arofe,  would  render  the 
proclamation  more  explicit.  That 
the  whole  intent  was  to  make  the 
people  alert^  and  to  call  forth  the 
general  exertion.  And  as  for 
Tubfcriptiony  if  it  ihould  ihew  a 
iconfidence  in  adminiftration,  it 
was  a  confidence  deferved,  and 
would  be  repaid  in  the  honour 
and  fafety  ot  the  nation. 

The  i9:Leafure  was  not  without 
effcA..  Large  fums  were  raifed 
In  feveral  counties,  and  applied 
to  the  feVying^  of  independent 
corps  or  companies.  About 
20,000 1.  was  fubfcribed  in  the 
city  of  Wellminller,  although 
feme  conCderable  pariihcs  rcfuied 
to  comrur  in  the  meiifure.  Some 
^f  the  inhabitants  alfo  of  that  city 
tOfTociated,  and  were  formed  into 
diftinil  bodies,  armed  and  olEccr»- 
ed,  with  a  view  of  being  ^o  far 
trained  in  military  difciplinc  and 
cxercife,  as  would  enable  them  to 
aft  with  cfFeft,  under  the  imme- 
diate neccrlity  of  common  de- 
fen^Cr    lo  foiya  couatici^  how»- 


evcr,  the  meafurc  was  rejefted  j 
and  in  others  it  was  not  propofcd. 
In  one,  where  a  confiderable  fub- 
fcription  was  made,  the  money 
vras  tranfmitted  to  the  difpofal  of 
tlie  Marine  Society;  as  a  more 
ufeful  and  conftitutional  applica- 
tion than  to  the  vailing  ot  land 
forces* 

In  London,  the  propofal  brought 
out  another  fox  a  (bong  petitiozv 
to  the  tlxrone,  as  a  previous  mea* 
fure,  requiring  the  ditmiilion  oi 
incapable  mimilers  and  evil  coun- 
fcUors,  and  the  employment  of 
men  in  whom  the  nation  could 
place  a  confidence,  and  who 
might  be  capable  of  ];etrieving  it& 
affairs.  The  final  confequence 
was,  that  the  firft  propoCil,  after 
much  difculHony  was  rejected » 
and  the  petition  then  laid  by.  1 1\ 
the  trading  cities  and  towns,  the 
money  was  applied  to  the  man- 
ning of  the  navy  ;  by  which 
means,  the  variout  bounties  t» 
feamen,  accumulated  in  fome 
places,  pacticularlv  Liverpool,  to 
a  htight  before  unheard  of.  The. 
Eafl  India  company  behaved  with 
a  magnificence,  fuited  to  its 
greatnefs,  and  to  the  apparent 
profperity  of  its  aifairs.  Befides 
a  confiderable  bounty  fox  the  raid- 
ing of  6000  men  for  the  nav:il 
fervice,  it  made  a  liberal  offer  tu 
the  crown,  which  was  accepted^ 
of  building  and  furnifhing  three- 
fevcnty-four  gun  (hips,,  as  an  ad- 
dition to  the  royal  navy. 

Tlie  meafures  of  home  defence 
met  with  fimilar  ammadverfion . 
Thz  vaft  militaiy  force  which 
was  kept  for  our  internal  de- 
fence, a  purpofe  to  which,  they 
faid,  the  minifter  had  avowed- 
ly in  parliament  facrificed  all 
other  confideratioASj  and  p^rti. 
fiukrty 
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61] hrlr  hazarded  the  prefervation 
0^  our  Weft  India  iflands,  was 
fiii  to  be  fo  injadicionfly  difpof- 
ec,  IS  to  be  rendered  incompetent 
to  its  only  defign.  Towns  of  the 
grcatcft  conunercial  confequence^ 
ad  ganifpns  which  defended  the 
moftvalaable  inlets  and  harbours, 
wfrcleft  in  ^  ftate  of  nakcdncfsl 
Thi  defencelefs  Hate  in  which 
nm  tkc  great  fee  uri tics  to  our 
fjength,  Portfmouth  and  Ply- 
aoath,  were  afterwards  r:i;jrted 
to  be,  aiid  the  confequent  aanp^er 
to  which  they  were  fdppofed  to  be. 
expolcd,  upon  the  approach  of 
tae  enemy,  ferved  ;nuch  to  cor- 
roborate thefe  aifertions  aiid  opi- 
nions ;  and  even  afforded  a  degree 
«!'  flrength  to  others  of  a  iimilar 
satare. 

.All  thefe  and  many  moire  to- 
picks  were  agitated^  and  they 
were  agitated,  with  the  greater 
tifeft,  from  the  jundioti  of  the 
French  and.  Spanifh  fleets  in  the 
clianncl:  The  fending  the  fleets 
fat  to  America  aiid  the  Eaft  In- 
"iits,  under  the  decided  fuperio- 
"•t?  of  the  cilemy  in  our  ovn  feas, 
»is  mttcii  condemned. -^Events, 
»luch  ufually  decide  the  putlick 
*^  political  xneafbfesy,  and  the  in^ 
«5ciency  of  thofe  mighty  fleets, 
l«ve  at  length  aiifwered  all  thefe 
tntidfins. 

The  proclamation  which  had 
bcca  iffaed  by  the  commifiloners 
tipon  their,  departure  from  Ame- 
ta,  together  with  forne  minifte- 
ri^  declarations  in  parliamentj 
Woccanpneda  very  general  pcr- 
fwafioii,  tixat  as  no  farther  lenity 
«■  forbearance  was  to  be  praftifed 
';itli  refped  to  the  tefraftory  cp- 
tenics,  {a  miftakcn  tendernefs, 
'^  which  many  were  apt  to  attri- 
^te  the  Spinning  out  of  the  coit- 


m 


teft  for  fo  many  years)  Co  the  war 
would  have  been  carried  on  in  the 
cnfuing  campaign,  vAth  a  degree? 
x)f  vigour  and  a6liyity  hitherto 
Unknown;  At  the  fame  time, 
the  declaration  rtiade  by  the  Ame- 
ricaa  minifler  in  parliament,  that 
a  vaft  majprvty  of  the  people  on 
that  continent  were  7.ealoufly  at- 
tached to  the  iilterplts  and  go- 
vernment qf  Great  Britain,  and 
that  even  the  remainder  were  ei^ 
ther  tired  out  and  heartily  iick  of 
the  war,  or  torn  to  pieces  by  fac- 
tions and  dilTentions  among  thcm- 
felves,  fpread  art  opinipri  no  lefs 
general,  that  the  defence  on  the 
one  fide  would  be  proportionajly 
as  Weak  arid  ineffedive,  as  the 
coercion,  on  the  oth*r  would  be 
powerful  arid  coiicluAve. 

In  proportipn  to  the  ftnguine 
expe«l^atioiis  thus  raifed,  was  the 
difappointmcnt  and.concern  which 
prevailed  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
year,  as  the  failure  of  fuccefs  or 
maftivity  in. the  .American  cam- 
paign, and  the  lofs  arid  dan^r 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  canxe  by  de- 
grees to  be  known.  The  pQoplc 
were  wearied  out  by  tl\e  tediouf 
ncfs  and  length  of  that  war,  and 
difgufted  by  the  continued  repe- 
tition of  hopes  and  difappoint- 
ments  which  they  had  fo  long  ex- 
perienced: ..       ' 

Jn  this  ftate .  of  danger  from 
without,  and  of  difcontent  with- 
iri,  the  miniftefs  feemed  as  little 
united  among  themiclves,  as  any 
clafs  or  part  of  the  people  whd 
were  committed  to  their  govern- 
ment. At  the  fame  time^  the  fe- 
veral.  parties  which  formed  the  op- 
ppfition  feemed  to  be  drawing 
clofer  together,  and  to  aft  with 
more  apparent  union  and  concert 
than  .hitherto  they  had  done;     At 

[C]  z  no 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


36}     ANNUAL    REGISTER,     1780. 


no  time  do  we  rcmenrber  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  in  government 
fo  low,  as  it  appears  to  have  bsen 
at  that  period. 

Oft    12th         ^^^  parliament  of 
Ireland  met  before  the 

^"79-  middle  of  Oaober,  and 
foon  fliewed  that  they  had  receiv- 
ed a  portion  of  the  general  fpirit 
of  the  nation.  They  declared  in 
their  addrefles  to  the  throne,  that 
nothing  lefs  than  a  free  and  unli- 
■  mitcd  trade  could  fave  that  coun- 
try from  ruin.  The  addrefles 
v/cre  carried  up  with  great  pa- 
rade amidft  the  acclamations  of 
the  people.  The  Duke  of  Lein- 
ftcr,  who  commanded  the  Dublin 
volunteers,  efcortcd  the  fpeaker 
in  "perfoii  upon  that  occafion; 
whilft  the  ftreets  were  lined  on 
both  fides,  frjm  the  piir  I  lament 
iioufe  to  the  caftle,  by  that  corps, 
drawn  up  in  their  arms  and  uni- 
forms. That  nobleman  had  alfo 
moved  for  the  thanks  of  the  Lords 
to  the  volunteer  corps  through- 
out the  kingdom,  whicii  was  car- 
ried with  only  one  diiTenting 
voice. 

The  aflbciations  and  people  at 
large,  full  of  anger  and  jealoufy, 
roanifeilcd  ftrong  apprehenfions  of 
political  duplicity  on  this  Jide  of 
the  water;  and  perhaps,  did  not 
place  a  perfeft  confidence  in  the 
(leadinefs  or  p'erfeverance  of  their 
own  parliament.  They  were  a- 
fraid,  that  they  would  be  amufed 
by  fair  and  empty  promifes,  un- 
til they  had  refigncd  their  power 
along  with  the  national  purie,  by 
granting  the  fupplics  for  the  two 
following  years,  according  to  the 
cuHomary  mode  in  that  country; 
when  being  no  longer  necefiary  to 
government,  a  fuJden  proroga- 
tion   would  put  an   end    to  all 


hope  of,  at  leafl,  amicable  redreft^ 
for  the  prefcnt.  Under  this  ap 
prehcnfion,  a  (hort  money  bill,  for 
iix  months  only,  by  which  means 
parliament  would  fllll  continue 
indifpcnfably  ncccffary  to  govern- 
ment, became  the  general  cry  of 
the  nation. 

As  this  innovation  upon  efta- 
bliihcd  form  and  method,  was 
ftrougly  oppofed,  particularly  by 
the  court  party,  the  Dublin  mob 
thought  it  necefT'iry  to  (hew  their 
zeal  in  the  public  caufc ;  they 
were  accordingly  guilty  of  great 
and  violent  outrages,  as  well  in 
their  endeavours  to  enforce  the 
meafure,  as  in  their  punifhment 
of  the  rsfradlory.  Although  the 
Irifh  parliament  ufcd  proper  mca- 
fures  to  exprefs  their  rclentmcnt, 
and  to  maintain  their  dignity  upon 
this  occafion  ;  yet  many  of  them- 
felves  being  inclined  to  a  vigo- 
rous proceeding,  and  the  reft 
borne  down  by  a  cry  almoft  uni- 
verfal  in- the  nation,  the  reprc- 
fentatives  found  it  at  length  ne- 
celTaiy  to  comply,  and  the  ihcrt 
money  bill  was  accordingly  pafTcd 
on  that  fide.  A  neceffity  equally 
convincing,  fecured  the  pafiagc 
of  that  humiliating  and  mortify- 
ing aft  in  England. 

It  fcemcd  remarkable,  efpecially 
in  a  feafon  of  fo  much  difficulty 
and  trouble,  that  the  office  of  fc- 
crctary  of  ftate  for  the  northern 
department,  fliould  have  conti- 
nued vacant  for  fo  great  a  length 
of  time,  as  that  which  clapfed. 
from  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Suf- 
folk in  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
preceding  month  of  March.  Nor 
did  the  diffcntions  among  thcm- 
felves  produce  any  new  arrange- 
ment in  adminiftration,  until  the 
approach  of  the  meeting  of  par- 
liament. 
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liaaicnt,  when  their  effeA  became 
con/picuous,  and  continaed  to 
operate  for  fomc  time  longer.  Juft 
at  that  period,  the  Earl  of  Gower^ 
Lord  Prcfident  of  the  council,  re- 

Nov  z±ih  ^-S"^^  ^^*  ^^^^  °*^^' 
**    '  and  was  fucceeded  by 

the  Earl  of  Bathurft.  Lord  Wey . 
moath  likewifc  refigned  his  office 
of  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  fou- 
thfrn  department,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded by  the  Earl  of  Hillibo- 
rough.  Lord  Stormont,  late  am- 
baJTador  at  Paris,  was  appointed 
to  the  northern  department;  the 
bu^lnefs  of  which  had  been  con- 
ducted bv  Lord  Weymouth,  fincc 
the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Suffolk. 
And  the  old  place  of  firft  lord  of 
trade  and  plantations,  which  had 
been  abforbed  and  included  in  the 
new  office  of  fccretary  of  ftate  for 
the  colonies,  was  now  feparated. 


and  bellowed  upon  the  Earl  of 
Carliflc. 

It  was  the  received  opinion  at 
that  time,  that  this  defe^ion  of 
thofe  who  formerly  compofed  what 
has  been  called  the  Bedford  party 
(which  had  a  confiderable  «time 
before  been  preceded  by  the  fall- 
ing off  of  the  Earl  of  Upper  Oflb- 
ry,  and  others,  to  the  oppofition) 
would  now  have  become  general. 
But  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Mr. 
Rigby  continued  in  their  places; 
and  it  would  feem,  from  fubfe- 
quent  appearances,  as  if  meafures 
had  been  fince  taken  to  qualify 
in  fome  degree  that  difguft,  which 
then  operated  on  fome  othors. 

Such  was  in  general  the  flate  of 
public  affairs,  pre\ious  to,  and 
about  the  time  of  the  meeting  of 
parliament. 


CHAP. 


IIL 


Speech  from  the  ibrone,  Addre£et*  Amendment  moved  in  the  Hou/e  of  Com* 
monj  by  Lord  John  Ca'vendijh,  Great  Debates,  Stri^ures  upon  public 
meafnres  in  gentraly  and  upon  the  conduB  of  the  preceding  campaign.  Able 
defence  made  by  the  minifier.  Amendment  rejeSied  upon  a  di'vifon. 
Amendment  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  mo*ved  for  by  the  Marpiis  of  Rocking* 
ham.     Afier  long  debates,  rejeSed  upon  a  di*viJion^. 


UNDER  the  circumflaaces 
which  we  have  defcribed,  it 
feemed  no  eafy  matter  to  deter- 
mine what  ground  to  choofe,  in 
framine  a  fpeech  for  the  opening 
of  parliament.  This  feafon  of  the 
year  had  generally  been  peculiar- 
ly favoarsA>le  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  troubles,  in  the  pro- 
duction of  fome  intelligence,  which 
might  ferve  to  bring  minifters  and 
parliament  together  with  a  face  of 
j^ood  humoor;  and  which  might 
Vvarrant  in  iom^  meafure  the  hold- 


ing out  of  fuch  a  degree  of  expe^-« 
tation  with  reipeft  to  the  war, 
and  fuch  a  proiped  of  the  attain- 
ment of  its  firft  and  principal  ob-» 
jed  at  no  very  great  dillance,  as 
afforded  encouragement  to  perfe- 
verance,  and  indacement  to  prc- 
fcnt  liberality  of  fupport. 

But  the  prefent  ieafon  was  not 
fonunate  in  this  refped  ;  and  the 
pcofped  of  affairs  at  the  opening 
of  the  feffion,  feemed  fcarcely  to 
afford  more  room  for  hope,  than 
the  retrofped  di4  fof  exultation. 
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In  thefc  circumllances,  the  judi- 
cious arrangeipent  of  the  matter 
could  only  fupply  its  defecls  in 
^h^  con  fir  u  ft  ion  of  the  fpecch. '  It 
was  neceflafy' to  keep  bach  tkofc 
parts  which  were  difj^ullirig,  and 
fenly  to  bring  thofe  forw£.rd  which 
might  be'di^ofcd  of  to  fomc  ad- 
vantage. Lofs  or  misfortune  were 
therefore  properly  paiTed  over; 
and  ah  efcape  from  imminent 
danger,  afforded  Tufficient  matter 
of  fatisfaftion,  if  not  of  triumph. 
In  a  failure  of  active  exer-ion,  it 
became  the  more  necctflary  to  hold 
out  to  the  people,  a  full  confi- 
dcnce  in  thnt  dcfenfive  llrength 
arifing  froiri  their  common  union'; 
jand  where  a  recital  of  particular 
events  coiild  not  admit  of  much 
liappv  application,  it  was  to  be 
judicioufly  evaded,  by  "taking  a 
wider  field  upon  general  ground. 
^  V"       The    fpeech    from 

Mov.astn,  ti^e  throne  accordingly 
''?'  opened  with  an  ob^- 
fervation,  that  being  attacked  by 
an  unjuft  and  unprovoked  war, 
and  contending  with  one  of  the 
moil  dangerous  confederacies  that 
ever  was  formed  againll  the  crown 

*  and  people  of.  Great  Britain,  they 
were  called  upon  by  tvery  princi- 
ple of  duty,  and  every  confidera- 
tion  of  ihtereft,  to  exert  their 
united  efforts  in  the  fupport  and 
defence  of  their  country. ---That, 

"  although  the  defigns  and  attempts 
of  our  enemies    to    invade   this 

•  kingdom  had  been  hitherto  fruf- 
trated,  they  ftill  menaced  us  inth 
great  armaments  and  prepara- 
tions ;    but  it  -was  trufted,    that 

■  we  were  well  prepared  to  meet 
every  attack,  and  to  repel  every 
infult. — His  majefty  knew  the 
charafter  of  his  brave  people*;  the 
inenaces  of  their  enemies^  and  the 


ap2' roach  of  danw,  had  no  other 
eifrfl  on  their  minds,  than  to  ani- 
mate their  courage,  and  to  call 
forth  that  national  fpirit,  which 
had  fo  often  defeated  the  proje^s 
of  nrwbiticn  ond  injuHice;  and 
which  had  enabled  the  Britiili 
fleets  and  armies,  to  uphold  and 
prcferve  the  lib«ities  of  Europe, 
from  the  refxMs  and  encroaching 
pov.cr  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 

The  ftate  of  Ireland,  they  were 
informed,  had  not  been  unattend- 
ed to.  In  confequence  of  their 
former  addreiTeB,  the  necefTary  pa- 
pers would  be  laid  before  them ; 
and  it  was  recommended,  that  they 
Ihould  coniider  what  further  be- 
nefits and  advantages  might  be  ex- 
tended tfo  that  kingdom,  by  fuch 
regulations  and  methods,  as  might, 
moil  effecflually,  promote  the  com- 
mon ftrcngth,  'wealth,  and  inter- 
efls  of  all  the  dominions. 

A  total  iilence  was  obferved  with 
refpeft  to  America  and  the  Wcfl 
Indies;  nothing  that  related  to 
either  was  even  alluded' to.  Tlie 
circum fiances  of  the  war,  and  the 
events  of  the  campaign,  in  what- 
ever part,  were  equally  paifed 
over.— ^T he  inevitable  great  and 
heavy  expcnces  of  the  ^Bluing  year 
were  regretted  ;  but  the  ufual  re- 
liance pMced  6n  their  wifdom  and 
public  fpirit  for  the  necefTary  fup- 
plies. — The  difcipline,  good  co»* 
duft,  and  flcady  pcrfeverancc  of 
the  militia,  v/as  acknowledged 
with  entire  approbatidn.-^Thanks 
were  retui-ned  to  all  ranks  of  loyal 
fubjefts  who  had  flood  fbtth  in 
this  arduous  conjunfture,  and  by 
their  zeal,  their  influence,  -  and 
their  perfonal  fen'ice,  had  given 
confidence  as  well  as  flrength  to 
the  national  defence. — And  the 
fpeech  concluded  by  declaru)>g'a 
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the  principal  arguments  ufcd  io 
both    Houfes,    excepting    where 
fbme  circumftances  peculiar  to  ci- 
ther, may  render  a  diftindion  ne« 
ccflary.     The  oppofition  now  feel 
ing  their  flrength^   as  well  from 
their  own    union^   as    from    the 
voice  and  opinion  of  the  people, 
afTttmed  a  new  afpedl,  and  held  a 
higher  and  more  determined  tone 
in  parliament,  than  they  had  hi- 
therto praftifed.     All  temporiz- 
ing mealares  and  obfe^vances  foem* 
ed  to  be  done  away;  their  lan- 
guage was  fevere,  their  censures 
unqualified^    and    their   charges 
pointed,  dire6l,  and  fent  home  to 
their  adverfaries.      The   debirteg 
were  accordingly  mafculine,  bold, 
ferious,    and    awful ;    and    were 
mere  immediately  and  generally- 
interellinp,    than   they  had  been 
from  the  neginning  of  the  prefent 
unhappy  troubles.     They  did  not 
now  confine  thcmfelves  to  narrow 
ground;  to  the  exaTnination  and 
cenfure  of  recent  meafures,  the 
condu^  of  the  war,  nor  even  to 
that  of  the  prefent  minifters.  They 
firft  Kx>k  a  wide  and  comprehen- 
five   range,    which   included   the 
general   adminiflration  of  public 
affairs  >during  much  the  greater 
part  of  the  prefent  xeign,  befoie 
they  referrctf  to  particular  mea*- 
fures  or  men. 

On  that  general  ground  they 
peremptorily  infiftrd,  that  the 
caufe  of  all  our  misfortunes,  of 
that  unexampled  change,  which, 
within  the  laft  ferenteen  years, 
had  taken  place  in  the  ftate  and 
circumflances  of  the  Britifh  em* 
pire,  proceeded  from  a  new,  iniu 
dious,  and  moft  pernicious  fyflem 
of  government;  a  fyllcm  calcu- 
lated to  deftroy  all  principle,  and 
to  difiblve  all  the  bai^d^of  opt- 

[C]  ^  l\ioa 


ira  rrfblstion  to  profecute  the 
var  with  vigour,  and  to  make 
ri'cry  exertion,  in  order  to  com- 
pel our  enemies  to  liften  to  equi- 
table terms  of  peace  and  accom- 
aiodatian. 

An  addreft,  h  the  nfual  itile 
ad  form,  was  moved  lor  and  fe- 
coaded  in  the  Heafe  of  Commons 
hythc  LoMs  Lewifhan  and  Park- 
er.*-An  anendmcAt  to  cke  follow- 
ing pwport  was  moved  for  by 
Lrrd  John  CaYcndiOi,  vie.  tobe- 
^h  his  majefty  to  arcfleA  upon 
the  extent  of  territwy,  thc^wer, 
de  opulence,  the  repuuuon  a-  • 
broad,  and  the  conconl  at  home, 
^hich  diftingni&ed  tiie  opening 
cf  his  majefty's  reiga^  asd  mark- 
ed it  as  the  nroft  f^lendid  a^d 
happy  period  in  the  hiftory  of  this 
naaoR;  and  on  the  endm^ered, 
iin^veriihed,  e^feeUed,  diftrac- 
ted,  and  even  difinembered  ftate 
of  the  wliole,  after  all  the  vrants 
«f  fucceffive  parltarments,  uberal 
to  piofufion,  and  trofting  to  the 
very  utmoft  extent  of  rational  con- 
fidence ;  that  his  majefty  will  na- 
tnrally  expert  to  receive  the  ho- 
nefl  opinion  of  a  ^ithfuland  affec- 
tionate parliament,  who  would 
betray  his  majefty,  and  thofe 
whom  they  leprefent,  if  thev  did 
not  diftin^7  ftate  to  his  majefty, 
that  if  any  thing  can  prevent  tlife 
confummatioii  cf  public  ruin,  it 
can  only  be  new  counfels  and  new 
counfellors,  without  farther  lofs 
of  time,  and  a  real  change,  from 
a  fmcere  conviction  of  pail  errors, 
and  not  a  mere  palliation,  which 
auft  prove  fruitlefs. 

As  the  amendment  propofed  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  was  fubftan- 

tially  the  fame  with  that  which 
vc  have  ftated,  we  (hall  indiffcr- 
f  atly  bring  into  one  point  of  view. 
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tiion  wUch  unite  mankind;  a 
fyflem  which  had  already  been 
iabveriiYC,  in  a  very  unhappy  de- 
gree«  of  the  national  honour  and 
charader,  and  which  tended  ulti- 
mately to  the  diflbliftion  of  the 
conflitution,  if  not  of  the  go- 
vernment of  this  country.  This 
jinhappy  fyftem,  they  faid,  how- 
ever artfully  covered,  and  how- 
ever inviiible  its  authors,  had  not 
cfcaped  obfen^ation  at  its  intro- 
dudion,  any  more  th^an  in  its  pro- 
grefs. ,  It  had  been  feen,  with  the 
aeepejft  concern,  from  about  the 
year  17163,  to  the  prefent  time, 
that  however  the  inflruments  were 
ch|inged,  however  appearances 
varied,  however  the  mode  was  oc^ 
calionally  fliifted,  or  whatever 
temporary  interruptions  occurred, 
the  fyftem  itfelf  never  changed  its 
nature,  was  never  out  of  fight, 
and  was,  although  with  different 
degrees  of  exertion,  conftantly 
purfued  with  the  moft  unremit- 
ting perfeverance. 

This  fatal  fyftem,  they  faid, 
had  vifibjy  fpread  its  baleful  in- 
fluence through  the  army,  the 
navy,  the  fenate,  through  every 
department  of  the  ftate,  and 
through  every  order  of  the  people ; 
^nd  as  its  grand  and  leading  prin- 
ciples of  afiion,  were,  corruption, 
the  deftrudlion  of  charafter,  with 
that  wretched  and  abominable  po- 
licy, the  divide  et  ivtper a,  .it  was 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  its 
progrefs  ftiould.  be  every  where 
mrjrked,  by  the  confufion,  dif- 
cord,  and  ruin  which  it  produc- 
ed ;  by  the  difgrace  which  it 
brought  upon  our  arms,  the  con- 
tempt, ridicule,  or  execration  of 
mankind,  which  it  hid  drawn 
upon  our  public  counfels  ;  by  that 
fitter  fpiric  cfcoiitcnticm  aiidanf- 
6 


mofity'  which  it  had  generated 
even  m  parliament,  and  what  was 
ftill  worfe,  that  unequalled  con-* 
tempt  of  order,  of  government, 
of  tne  laws,  and  of  the  legida- 
ture,  which  it  had  fpread  among 
the  lowef  ranks  of  the  people. 
Yet,  notwithfta;xding  the  irretrie- 
vable loffc*,  and  th2  ftill  greater 
dangers,  of  which  this  favourite 
fyftem  had  already  been  productive, 
it  was  ftill^  they  faid,  fo  pcrtina- 
ciouily  adhered  to,  that  the  lofs 
of  national  renown,  with  that  of 
half  the  empire,  and  the  immi- 
nent danger  i^f  the  remAinder, 
were  facrihces  offered,  or  hazard- 
ed, without  fcxuple,  to  its  fup- 
port. 

^  This  fyftem,  they  faid,  muft  be 
totally  done  away,  or  nothing 
could  be  eftcftually  done;  expe- 
dients might  render  things  ppfti- 
bly  worfe,  but  they  could  not  ren- 
der them  better.  But  it  would  he 
in  vain  to  hope  fo?  any  fincere  and 
real  change  of  the  fyftem,  while 
its  inftrument^  were  fuftered  to 
continue  in  power.: — New  coun- 
fels, and  new  counfellors,  they 
contended,  were  not  only  now 
loudly  demanded  by  the*  nation, 
but  were  become  a  matter  of.abfo- 
lute  necefllty  with  refpeft  to  our 
political  exiftence  ;  and  the  ibvC" 
reign  muft  alfo  give  his  confi- 
dence to  thofe  whom  he  apparent- 
ly trufts,  or  it  would  be  delufory 
to  expeft,  that  even  new  counfels 
,  and  new  counfellors  could  fuc 
ceed. — They  fummed  up  the  whole 
by  concluding,  that  it  was  only 
from  fuch  an  effedual  and  total 
change,  that  a  rational  hope  could 
be  entertained,  even  of  the  pre- 
fervation  of  t^e  ftate  in* any  form  ; 
but  that  nothing  lefs  could  af- 
ford tl^e  ihadow  of  hope,  of  our 
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erer  again  recarring  to  thofe  an- 
cient prindples  of  government ^ 
under  wliich  oar  commerce  and 
oar  farae  had  been  extended  to 
every  part  of  the  globe,  our  in- 
ceieds  became  connected  with  thofe 
cf  the  remotcft  nations,  and  we 
hi  rifen  to  that  extraordinary 
pittli  of  power,  glory,  and  do- 
ms^ic  happinefs,  which  alter- 
sarely  excited  the  admiration, 
and  the  envy  cf  mankind. 

From  a  general  view  of  .the  fap«. 
pofcd  {yStcm,  they  entered  into 
a  detail  of  its  imputed  eiFe£b  on 
tbe  executive  and  fubordinate 
parti  of  government.  Th6fe  offi- 
cers, they  faid,  civil  and  mili- 
tsry,  who  were  in  great  truft  cm* 
io  kigh  command,  particularly  if 
their  merit  had  plaeed  them  high 
in  the  opinion  and  confidence  of 
their  country,  were  the  marked 
objeds  of  its  pernicious  influence. 
TiW,  while  knowledge  and  in- 
tegrity were  profcribed  in  our 
coyaciJs,  diiUnguifhed  valour  and 
ability  were  equally  profcribed 
•a  oar  fleets  and  armies. — Our 
|reat  naval  commanders  were 
cnvim  from  the  (crvicc;  nor  were 
sore  atrocious  and  dangerous 
attempts  left  untried ;  the  mi- 
lii^'  commanders  'were  no  bet- 
*Jfr  treated ;  and  in  the  moment  of 
ugtalty  and  danger,  the  flate 
^-5  robbed  of  its  bcil  and  fureft 
Cirfence. — ^Thus  our  fleets  and  ar- 
«;ies  were  either  languiihing  in 
cifcontent,  or  torn  to  pieces  by 
^iTention;  and  the  fpirit  of  enter- 
prize  fuok  under  the  benumbing 
coavidloa,  that  whatever  honour 
^r  advantage  might  be  atchieved 
"V  brave  and  hardy  fervice  abroad, 
^^  inevitably  perifli  under  the 
^-ul  blalb  of  that  malignant  in- 
•itace  which  prevailed  at  home^ 


The  public  meafures  and  tran* 
factions  of  the  current  year  at 
home  and  abroad,  ^  whether  with 
refped  to  the  adual  operations  of 
war,  the  difpoAtion  of  our  fleets 
and  armies,  or  the  adopted  fyflem 
of  home  defence,  opened  ui  widp 
fleld  for  animadverilon,  which 
was  occupied  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  vigour  by  the  opposition.  A» 
the  alledged  criminal  negled,  and 
confequent  fatal  decline-  of  our 
navy,  had  h^d  a  principal  place 
in  the  general  charge  of  pafl  mif* 
condud,  fo  the  fuppofed  exem- 
plification of  that  unhappy  decline 
and  weaknefs,  which,  they  faid, 
had  been  recently  exhibited  io  the 
channel,  afforded  an  opportunity 
for  the  moft  dire6l  application  of 
particular  cenfure. 

The  powers  of  lan?ua^e  feemed 
accordingly  exhaufted,  in  the  va- 
rious expreflion  of  grief,  ihame, 
indignation  and  refentment,  dif- 
played  upon  this  fubjedl.  They 
laid  it  was  referved  for  the  prefent 
inaufpicious  and  difgraceful  xra, 
for  the  adminiilration  of  thofe  men. 
who  had  fevered  the  empire,  and 
who  had  plunged  the  Engliih  na- 
tion in  all  the  guilt  and  calamity 
of  a  cruel  and  inextinguiihable 
civil  war,  to  brand  this  country 
with  the  indelible  difgrace  of  the 
preceding  fummer;  to  exhibit  the 
unthought  of  and  unheard  of  fpec- 
tacle,  of  a  Britifli  fleet  flying,  in 
fight  of  their  own  coaft,  before 
that  of  Bourbon.  Thus,  faid 
they,  rcfigning  all  at  once,  that 
empire  of  the  ocean,  the  inex- 
haulHble  fource  of  all  our  power 
and  greatnefs ;  the  prize  of  pad 
valour,  and  the  reward  of  antient 
virtue  ;  thus  giving  up,  without 
a  blow,  even  the  dominion  of  the 
narrow  feas,  our  hereditary,  and 
hitherto 
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hitherto  undifputed  pj^trimonyj 
and  thus,  while  all  Europe  was 
loft  in  aftonifhment,  was  that 
name,  national  charadler,  and  gc-» 
iieral  opinion,  which  bear  fo  great 
a  fway  in  the  aiFairs  of  man- 
kind, in  a  moment  annihilated. 

Without  enquiring  at  prefcnt, 
tlicy  faid,  into  the  caufes  ot  that  la- 
mentable navarinferiority,  through 
which  our  naked  and  aftoniftied 
coafts  were  abandoned  to  the  out- 
rage of  the  enemy,  and  the  triumph- 
ant flag  of  the  infulting  foe  fo 
long  domineered  on  our  native 
feas,  it  was  fitting  to  afk  mini- 
fters,  what  defence  they  could 
make,  or  what  apology  to  the  na- 
tion, for  the  unguarded  and  de- 
fcncclefs  ft  ate,  in  which  Plymouth, 
the  fecond  of  our  great  naval 
arfenals,  and'  the  dcpofitary  of  a 
treafurc,  which  no  money,  nor 
perhaps  time,  could  replace,  was, 
m  that  feafon  of  difgrace  and  dan- 
ger, not  only  cxpofed  to  his  in- 
tuit, but  to  abfolute  dcftrudlion  ? 
The  infafficicncyof  the  fleet,  they 
faid,  afl^orded  no  cover  of  defence 
«r  cxcufe ;  as  that  great  maritime 
icey  of  the  kingdom,  was  poilefled 
of  fufHcient  f&cngth,  to  require 
nothing  more  than  a  proper  garri- 
fon,  and  the  neccflary  military 
provifion,  for  its  effeftual  pro- 
teflion. 

Another  queftien,  they  faid, 
naturally  arofc,  from  the  fiijghteft 
view  of  the  tranfaftions  of  that 
lliameful  period,  to  which  it  be- 
Koved  thofe  who  aflumed  the  con- 
duft  of  our  public  affairs,  to  give 
a  clear  and  fatisfa£tory  anfwcr.— 
If  minjftcrs  are  not  really  charge- 
able with  wilfully  bringing  on 
eur  late  difgrace  and  danger,  how 
can  they  pretend  to  account  for 
not  preventing  the  jun^on  of  the 


French  and  Spanifti  fleet? — ^This, 
they  faid,  v/as  a  meafure  lully 
within  their  reach.  They  well 
know,  that  the  Breft'  fleet  wa:  far 
more  backward  in  point  of  pre- 
paration than  the  Britilh  ;  ani  it 
IS  a  matter  of  public  notoriety, 
that  the  latter  loitered  Ar  a  fort- 
night, without  any  objeft,  at  Tor- 
bay,  or  on  the  coait,  when  its 
proceeding  to  fea  would  have  pre- 
vented the  junction,  or  what  would 
have  been  ftiU  more  important, 
might  have  afforded  an  opportu- 
nity of  intercepting  the  French 
fleet;  and  that,  under  fach  cir- 
rumftances  of  advantage,  as  muft 
iiave  produced  effo6is  deciCve  of 
the  fortune  of  the  campaign,  if 
not  of  the  war. 

•  The  minifters,  faid  they,  will 
not  venture  to  tell  us,  that  they 
were  ignorant  of  the  great  fupe- 
Tiority  which  the  jun^ion  of  the 
Bourbon  fleets  would  produce. 
Their  line  of  cendud  was  marked 
out  by  long  eftabliflted  and  repeat- 
ed precedent.  They  know,  or 
ought  to  know,  that  this  meafare 
of  prudence  had  not  only  been 
conftantly  adopted  and  ftridlly  at- 
tended to  in  all  former  wars  'with 
thofe  powers  united,  but  that  in 
the  contffts  with  France  alone, 
the  junAion  of  her  Mediterranean 
fleet  with  that  of  the  Ocean,  had 
been  uniformly  guarded  again  ft 
with  the  moft  unremitting  care  and 
induftry.  Yet  thcfc  precautions 
were  ulcd  in  the  moft  flourifliing 
ftate  of  our  navy ;  in  thofe  happy 
feafons  of  power  and  fortune, 
when  fome  inattention  to  the  rules 
of  prudence  might  feem  not  alto- 
ffctner  inexc ufaBle.  But  can ,  fai d 
they,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things,  any  premmed  ftock  of  ig- 
nora,gce,  any  fuppofed  portion  of 
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negligence  or  ftilly,  fatisfa<^orily 
ficccunt  for  fo  dangerous,  ani 
for  what  might  well  have  been, 
fo  fatal  an  omifilon  ? 

The  neglcft  of  the   ifland  of 
jerfey,  was  no  lefs  an  objcft  of 
cenfurc.    Through  the  want,  they 
faid,  of  two  or  three  frigates,  of 
that  fmall  marine  force,    which 
woald  have  been  fufHcieat  to  re- 
pel the  defuhor}'  attempts,   that 
were  at  that  feafon  to  be  expedted 
from   St.   Malocs,    Admiral   Ar- 
buthnot,  in  his  laudable  zeal  for 
the    relief   or    recovery    of    the 
ifland,    was   oblige'.l   to  abandon 
his  convoy,  and  to  defer  his  voy- 
Egc    to    New    York,      By    that 
means,  a  fleet  of  three  hundred 
merchantmen  and  tranfports,  were 
expofed  to  the  dancrcrs  of  the  fea 
and  the  enemy  in  the  open  road 
of  Torbay,  the  trade  was  detain- 
cd  a  full  month  at  home,  and  fuf- 
fered,  at  leaft,  an  e^ual  delay  on 
(lie  voyage,  to  the  immenfe  lofs 
2nd  6cpence  of  the  merchants ; 
and   the   reinforcements    for   Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  which,  to  anfwer 
any  effectual  purpofe,  ihould  have 
been  landed  at  New  York  before 
the  time  of  their  departure  from 
England,    did  not  arrive  at  the 
place  of  their  deftination  until  the 
end  of  Auguft,  when  the  feafon 
for  a^ion  was  nearly  over,  and 
the  troo|>s  had  fuifered  (6  much 
from  the  unufual  length  of  their 
coniineroent  on    fhipooard,    that 
•  they  were  incapable  of  any  im- 
mediate fcrvice.    Thus,  faidthey, 
were  all  the  views  and  hopes  of 
the  campaign    frufirated    in   the 
outfet ;  and  thus,  year  after  year, 
i:i  the  blood  and  treafure  of  the 
nation  confumed,  and  its  ftrength 
exhaufted,  in   that  fatal  conteft; 
while  the  uAequallcd  mifcondifid 


which  prevails  at  home,  renders* 
all  the  exertions  of,  valour  and 
ability  fruillcfs,  and  predcltinates 
the  ill  fuccefs  that  follows. 

The  difpofal,  the  .imount,  and 
the  government,  of  the  m.litary 
force    kept  within  the  klngoem, 
aiforded  a  copious  fubjedl  of  ani- 
madveriion    and   cenfrre.      This 
was  fiatcd,  including  the  militia,' 
and  the  various  corps  of  ne^*-raif- 
ed  troops,  as  exceeding  a  hundred 
thou  fund    men  adlu»lly  in  aims. 
Yet  this  vail  force,  which,  they 
faid,  under  former  wife  and  hap- 
py adminillrations,    would    have 
conveyed   terror  and    deitruftion 
home  to  our  enemies,  and  fpread 
alarm  and  danger  through  their 
remote.^  pofle (lions,  was  kept  fu- 
pine    and    idle   at   home.      The 
enormous  and   cumber fome  mz^ 
chine,  which  was  framed  and  fup. 
ported  at  fo  immenfe  an  expence 
to    the    public,    was    kept   inert 
without  life    or  adion,    through 
the  ignorance  and  incapacity  of 
tho(e  who  were  entrulled  with  its 
movements.— Nothi.ng,  they  faid, 
could  more  clearly  point  oct,  ei- 
ther the  atrocious  dciigr.s,  or  the 
oonfnmmate  folly  of  adminiftra- 
tion.     It  was  either  intended  that 
this  prodigious   force  fhculd  aft 
againil  the  people,  or  it  was  un- 
necelFary  and  had  no  cbjeft — they 
might  chuie  the  alternative.     If 
we  had  no  fleet,  it  was  mate  than 
competent  to  internal  defence ;  if 
we  had  a  fleet,  and  could  trull  to 
it,  we  had  no  occafion  for  fo  vaft 
a  land  f<»rce.     A  vail  fleet,  and  a 
vaft  military  force,  were  incompa-. 
tible ;  if  the  flrength  of  the  na- 
tion was  to  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween the  land  and  the  naval  fer- 
vic<;s,    neither  fervicc  could    be 
rendered  efl^edlual.     Independent 
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of  experience  or  precedent,  our  fi- 
tuation  pointed  out  the  true  po- 
licy. 

But  miniflcrs  boafted  loudly  of 
the  wifdom  of  their  conduft  in  this 
refpeft,  and  of  the  effential  bene- 
fits which  it  had  produced ;— we 
had  efcaped  from  danger — and  they 
had  fruftrated  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy.  Utterly  incapable,  they 
faid,  through  a  total  want  of  ge- 
nius and  ability,  of  conducing  the 
war  upon  an  extenfive  fcale,  or  of 
forming  any  bold  and  comprehen- 
live  fcheme  of  aftion,  they  nar- 
rowed its  objefls  to  the  meafure  of 
their  own  ideas,  and  reft  their  me- 
rits upon  a  mean  aiird  daflardly 
fyftem  of  local  defence,  confined 
merely  to  the  feat  of  empire.  Such 
has  been  the  wretched  application 
©f  all  the  joint  power  during  the 
prefent  year,  of  three  hundred 
thoufand  men  in  arms,  of  three 
hundred  fliips  of  war,  and  of  twen- 
ty millions  of  pounds  fterling. 
Yet  it  will  be  found,  faid  they, 
that  their  domcftic  merits  are  upon 
.the  fame  fcale  with  their  foreign  ; 
and  that  all  their  meafurcsat  home 
and  abroad,'  are  marked  by  the 
fame  peculiar  fatality.  Although 
they  facrificed  every  other  objeft 
to  the  home  defence,  the  meafurcs 
which  they  adopted  for  that  pur- 
pofe  were  as  fiiamcfully  defedive, 
as  thofe  which  they  had  purfued 
in  thvJ  a<fli\'c  operations  of  the  war. 
1'hu8,  with  a  force  lying  dormant 
within  the  kingdom,  fuihcient  to 
have  carried  terror  and  hoftility  in- 
to the  heart  of  the  moft  powerful 
ftates,  the  difpofition  of  this  great 
force,  under  the  incapacity  of  its 
dire^ion,  was  (b  fuperlatively 
wretched,  as  to  render  it  totally 
inadequate  to  its  defign  ;  our 
weihrn  coafls  were  in  a  manner 
abaadoncd  to  the  enemy  ;  we  were 


expofed  in  the  moft  tender  and  va- 
luable parts  to  the  moii  imminent 
danger;  Plymouth feemed doomed 
to  inevitable  deftru^ion  ;,  ncr  was 
the  fecurity  of  Portfmouth  much 
better  eftabfifhed.  So  vail  an  ar- 
my, under  fuch  p  guidance,  could 
noi  afford  proteftion  to  thofe  in\'a- 
luable  repoiitories  of  our  naval 
flrcngth  ;  and  we  were  expofed  to 
a  lofs,  which  no  human  means 
could  have  fupplied  or  remedied. 

Minifters,  they  faid,  might  well 
boaft  in  the  fpccch,  of  their  new 
and  only  ally.  Providence  ;  whofe 
folly  and  mifcondui^  had  rendered 
Jthem  fo  univerfally  contemptible 
or  odious,  as  to  be  abandoned  by 
all  mankind ;  and  who  having 
interdidled  aii  wifdom  and  ability 
from  thoir"  counfels,  had  alfo,  in 
tlie  midil  of  a  moft  ruinous  and 
dangerous  war&rc,  and  linking 
under  the  preffure  of  a  greatly  fu- 
pcrior  combination  of  force,  driven 
every  commander  by  fea  and  land 
from  their  fervice,  who  was  capa- 
ble  of  giving  efficacy  to  their  mi- 
litary exertions.  In  fuch  circura- 
ftanccs,  with  an  inferior  fleet,  a 
defencelefs  coaft,  a  treafury  ex- 
haufted  by  folly  and  prodigality, 
with  an  adminiftration  fupine,  di- 
vided, and  incapable,  we  mull 
have  fallen  a  prey  to  our  combined 
enemies,  if  they  had  fcixed  the 
critical  opportunity  of  making  the 
attack.  Rut  this  miraculous  in- 
terpojition  of  providence,  in  blind  r 
ing  the  enemy  at  one  feafon,  and 
ftriking  them  with  contagious  dif- 
tempcr  at  another,  only  went  to 
our  prefervation.  Providence  left 
the  unparalleled  difgrace,  and  the 
caufes  of  the  danger,  to  be  an- 
fwered  for  by  minifters. 

Nor  was   the  internal   govern- 
ment of  our  military  force  lefs  ani- 
madverted 
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rsJifrfcd  upon,    than  its  difpofi- 
L\  r.  cr  application .      The  new  fyC- 
i::m  adopted  of  modelling  the  ar- 
cy.was  condemned  in  the  liron<^eft 
terms,  and  reprcfcnted,  as  not be- 
ir.g  nic»rc  unj  ui^  and  fcandalous  in 
thtpratlice,    than  ruinous   in  the 
cfift.     The  honourable  fears  and 
/<'Eg  fervices  of  the  experienced  ve- 
tTic,  ther  faid,   were  obliged  to 
rivfway,   to  the  fuperior  intereft, 
&■>  the,  perhaps,  fccrct  and  corrupt 
:-:!Lcnce,     which     fupportcd   the 
nwfubaltcm,   who   could  lay  no 
ddim  either   to  merit   or  fcrvice* 
Ncr  did  the  evil,   however  glaring 
asd  fhameful,    flop   there.      Men 
t  tally  unacquainted  with  military 
itTdrs,  were  called  from   the  civil 
vJks  of  life,    and  fuddenly  ap- 
p«:lr.:ed  to  the   command  of  regi- 
ments.     Defies,    counting-houfes, 
zvA  public   ofliccs,  were  ilripped 
ft  iKeir  ufeful    and  peaceable  oc- 
capicrs,  to  fupply  a  new  race  of 
j    --^rnmLnders    and  generals  for  our 
^i3».es.    Tiius  were  officers  of  long 
fervicc  and  tried  honour,  reduced 
•crhchardneceffity,  cfeitheraban- 
ccT^ing  a  profeflion,  to  which  they 
had  dedicated  their  fmall  fortunes, 
their  hopes,  and  their  lives,  or  of 
fubmitting  to  the  military  difgracc, 
of  cbepng  thofc  whom  they  were 
afcd  to  command,  and  of  receiv- 
ii.g  orders  from  men,  whofe  inca- 
pacity   and     ignofance    rendered 
them  objects    of  their  fovcrcign 
contempt. 

By  this  means,   they  faid,  con- 
tin  aal  murmurings,  jealoufies,  and 
difcoRter^ts,  were  generated  among 
thr.fe  v/ho  were  -fighung  the  bat- 
tles of  their  country.     i*4en  who 
»ere  bravely  encountering  all  the 
fatigtej,  hardfhip^,  and  perils  of 
war,  and  who  from  their  habits  of 
Hft?,  and  the  nature  of  their  pro- 


feCion,  were  exceedingly  fufcepti- 
ble  and  quick  in  their  fenfe  of  in- 
jury, and  habitually  nice  in  points 
of  honour,  were,  by  the.  caprice 
and  corruption  of  minifters,  con- 
tinually fretted  and  galled  in  the 
tendered  part,  their  attention  dif- 
turbed  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty,  and  their  minds  alienated 
from  the  (ervice,  while  their  (pi- 
rits  were  broken,  and  their  mili- 
tary pride  fubdued,  by  feeing  all 
their  hopes  of  due  preferment 
blafted,  and  by  being  obliged  to 
crouch  under  a  fenfe  of  indignity 
and  injury,  which  they  could  not 
refent  without  perfonal  ruin. 

The  alarming  and  dangerous  fi- 
tuation  of  Ireland,  prcfcnted  new 
objcQs  of  llridlurc  to  the  oppofi- 
tion,  and  afforded  a  new  edge-  to 
their  ccnfure.  They  faid,  that 
every  evil  and  danger  there,  wa* 
owing  to  that  fatality  which  had  in  ^ 
flucnced  theincomprehenfible  con- 
duft  of  miniflers  in  the  preceding 
feflicn.  They  had  been  repeatedly 
warned  of  the  danger  and  of  the 
injuftice  of  delay  by  the  opposi- 
tion ;  the  latter  had  ufed  their  ut- 
moft  endeavours  in  both  houses  t<y 
defer  the  adjournment  of  parlia- 
Bit'nt,  until  fome  remedy  was  af- 
forded for  the  evils  which  opprefled 
our  fiftcr  ifland^  But  although 
this  propofal  held  oat  the  moft  &- 
vourable  opportunity  to  them, 
by  remedying  the  ill  efFefts,  to 
obliterate  the  traces  of  their  own 
paft  negligence  and  mifconduft ; 
yet  fo  blind  and  incorrigible  was 
their  obftinacy,  and  fo  unhappily 
devoted  the  zca!  of  that  Handing 
majority  which  fupports  all  their 
meafures,  that  it  was  triumphantly 
overruled,  in  contempt  of  all  rea- 
fonand  arj^umcnt,  artdin  defiance 
of  allcoafequences.     A  moderate 
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degree  of  equitable  condefcenfion 
then,  would  have  been  received  by 
our  After  iiland,  as  the  mofl  friend- 
ly kindnefs,  and  acknowledged 
with  the  moil  lafting  gratitude; 
whereks,  the  ereateft  facrifice  of 
her  comnercid  and  political  inte- 
lefts  which  this  country  can  now 
iliake,  infteadof  being  considered 
as  the  grant  of  favour^  will  be  re- 
arded  as  the  mean  coACcifion  of 


:  The  fame  ceniltt6l,  they  faid, 
which  prevailed  in  Europe^  was  to 
be  traced  in  every  other  part  of  the 
world.  The  enemy  had,  at  one 
fweep,  carried  every  thing  that 
was :  Engliih  away,  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  African  coafts. 
The  dominion  of  the  fca,  was  no 
lef&  effeftually,  they  faid,  though 
much  lefs  difgracefully,  loft  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  than  in  the  narrow 
fcas  and  the  channel.  Our  brave 
commanders  and  feamen  in  that 
quarter,  determined  that  the  Bri- 
tilh  name,  and  their  own  profef- 
iional  chara6ter,  fhould  not  be  funk 
under  the  fatality  and  difgrace  of 
Our  public  counfels ;  but  they  were 
unable  to  fupport  her  power  again  ft 
the  fuperionry  of  the  enemy.  The 
French  flag  reigned  as  triumphant- 
ly in  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  as  in 
the  European  feas  ;  and  the  fame 
unhappy  and  difgraceful  fcafon, 
Ihewea  the  downtal  of.  our  naval 
power  in  every  part  of  the  world. 
Our  Weft  India  iflands,  they 
f^id,  had  been  more  properly  deli- 
vered  up  to  the  enemy,  than  fub- 
d lied  by  him.  It  made  no  differ- 
ence in  thevnatureof  things,  whe- 
ther our  pofleifions  were  furren- 
dered  or  fold,  by  a  public  or  pri- 
vate treaty  with  France,  or  whp- 
ther  they  were  left  fo  naked  and 
defencelefs .  th^t  the  enemy  ihould 


havfe  nothing  more  to  do,  thart  ta 
fend  garrifons  to  take  poflcflion  of 
them.  This  they  infifted  to  havd 
been  the  cafe  wjth  refpeft  to  thd 
iflandt  we  had  loft  ;  and  thofe  that 
remained,  they  defcribed,  as  not 
being  in  a  much '  better  fituation. 
Jamaica,  in  particular,  they  faid^ 
the  moft  valuable  now  of  our  co- 
lonial poiTeiTions,  and  the  prin- 
cipal iource  of  our  remaining 
trad^  and  wealth,  was  moft  ftiamc- 
fully  abandoned  ;  and  was  at  that 
moment  in  the  moft  imminent  dan- 
ger, if  not  already  loft* 

This  courfe  of  invcAive  was 
wound  up  by  declaring,  that  the  o- 
mifiions  and  defeats  which  produced 
all  thefe  calamities,  went  fo  mu(5h 
beyond  any  thing  which  could  be  al- 
lowed for  impotence  and  imperfec- 
tioh  of  mind,  that  they  fecmed 
under  a  nccelfity  of  charging  their 
conduft  to  direft  treachery.  That 
final  ruin,  or  a  total  change  of 
fyftem  and  of  men,  was  the  fhort 
alternative  to  which  we  were  now 
reduced.  The  fhort  fentence  of 
iWw;  Counfels  and  Ne<w  Coun/ellors, 
included,  they  faid,  all  the  means 
of  our  national  falvation,  and  ex- 
prefTed  the  fentiments  of  every  in- 
telligent and  independent  inan  in 
England  ;  it  was  the  univerfal  lan- 
guage out  of  doors,  and  of  thofe 
within,  when  they  went  olit. 

The  fpeechitfelf  underwent  its 
(liare  of  cenfure,  with  refpcfl  botK 
to  matter  and  omiflion;  and  the 
acknowledgment  in  the  propofed 
addrcfs  of  the  lords,  of  the  blef- 
iings  enjoyed  under  government, 
afforded  an  opportunity  for  much 
feverity  of  comment  and  obferva- 
tion  in  that  houfe.  It  was  freely^ 
.afkctd,  whether  that  recognition  of 
public  happinefs  was  founded  irf 
truth  ?  Whether  it  was  not  an  in- 
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hit  ta  parliament y  when  applied 
to  the  miniilcrs  ?  Whether  there 
was  a  noble  lord  pveiknt,  of  any 
dcfcriptiott,  who  could  lay  his 
hand  to  i&ls  heart,  'and  fairly  con- 
gratulate his  majeify  on  the  blef- 
iings  enjoyed  uoder  hi&  govern- 
ment? A  majority  might  indeed 
grant  a  vote ;  but  they  could  go 
HO  farther;  they  could  neither 
dofe  the  eyes,  nor  warp  the  opi- 
nions  of  mankind.  Such  an  ap- 
probation»  given  in  defiance  of 
pabiic  notoriety,  and  the  evidence 
of  e>cry  man's  icnk  and  feeling, 
mail  not  only  fail  of  its  intended, 
but  prodacc  a  very  contrary  effcA ; 
it  would  only  fervc  to  excite  con- 
tempt and  ridicule  in  the  hiR  in- 
ilance,  and  tend  to  the  degrada- 
tion of  parliament  in  the  fecond. 
forthemfclves,  they  faid,  that  no 
motive  whatever  Hiooid  induce 
iiiem  to  the  vain  and  fcandalous 
attempt,  of  giving  a  (andion  to 
^0  grofs  a  fpecies  of  deluiion  and 
impoiition,  by  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  blcflings  which  did  not 
will,  and  a  recognition  of  the 
rncrits  of  government,  in  dire^ 
coiitiadidioa  to    experience   and 

La. 

The  miniftcr  oppofcd,  in  the 
Houfeof  Commons,  the  indire^ 
charges  of  treachery  which  were 
*Ti:ule  on  the  other  fide,  with  tem- 
per and  ^rmnei's.  He  obfervcd, 
that  fuch  charges  or  in/in  uations 
iccmed  of  late  to  become  a  fa-^ 
vouritc  topic  with  gentlemen  in 
the  oppofition ,  who  perhaps  hoped 
to  derive  fome  great  aavantage 
jVom  the  frequent  repetition  ;  but 
if  they  were  not  entirely  vague 
and  unfounded,  and  calculated 
merely  to  ftir  up  or  nurfe  difcon- 
tent  and  fufpicion  abroad,  why 
^»d  they  not  come  forward  like 


men,  and  purfue  their  accufa- 
tions?  Why  did  they  not  follow 
them  up  with  fpeciiic  and  defined 
proofs  ;  thereby  to  Bx  the  guilt, 
and  bringing  it  home  fairly  and 
diredly  to  its  proper  objedl,  com- 
pel the  mifcreants,  whoever  they 
were,  or  where-ever  found,  to  un- 
dergo that  fate  which  treacherj 
deferves  f  In  allufion  to  what  had 
ib  repeatedly  been  faid,  of  the 
eeneral  opinion  and  diiconttnt  of 
me  people,  he  eagerly  exclaimed, 
'/  God  forbid,  that  there  (hould 
be  a  voice  in  the  nation,  fbonger, 
louder,  more  peremptory  or  deci* 
five,  thaji  that  of  parliament. "-» 
For  himfelf,  whenever  his  account- 
ing day  ihouldcome,  and  that  dav, 
he  faid,  muH  come,  he  (hould 
meet  it  without  fear.  There  were 
laws  for  the  prote^lion  of  inno- 
cence, and  if  his  accuiers  adhered 
to  the  laws,  he  fhould  be  fafe. 
His  innocence  would  be  his  ihicld, 
and  the  laws  would  render  him  in- 
vulnerable under  thatprotedion. 
Our  being  deftitute  of  allies,  or, 
as  it  was  called  on  the  other  iide, 
our  being  abandoned  by  mankind, 
was  not  to  be  attributed  to  any 
diilike  on  his  fide  to  continental 
connexions ;  but  to  the  prevalent, 
though  miftaken  politics  of  other 
powers,  and  to  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  coiitciHi^  which 
we  are  at  prefcnt  engaged.  If 
France  had  attacked  any  power 
«pon  the  continent,  others  would 
have  felt  themfelves  immediately 
intereiled  in  theconfequencesand 
event,  and  would  accordingly  have 
taken  an  adive  and  decided  part. 
Our  policy  would  have  led  us  to  m 
fimilar  interference  ;  and  the  reci- 
procality  of  interefts,  with  the 
iame  objccl  in  view,  would  have 
been  a  common  bond  of  alliance 
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and  union.  But  Great  Britain  not 
being  coniidered  as  a  continental 
power,  other  ftates  did  not  think 
themfelves  fo  much  intereftcd  with, 
refpcft  to  the  prefent  attack  made 
upon  her,  or  fo  liable  to  be  afFcAed 
by  its  confequences,  as  if  it  had 
been  made  upon  their  more  imme- 
diate neighbours.  The  conteft  was 
likcwifc,  in  its  origin,  merely  co- 
lonial and  donveihc;  its  objedls 
were  in  another  quarter  of  the 
world ;  and  even  ftill,  the  opera- 
tions of  the  war  being  either  na- 
val, or  condudled  at  a  vaft  diftance, 
did  not  much  difturb  the  internal 
peace  of  Europe,  nor  were  the 
confequences  coniidered  as  affeft- 
ing  the  general  ballance  of  power. 

Our  being  left  alone  to  encoun- 
ter the  vaft  fupericrity  of  the  ene- 
my, was  not  then  to  be  imputed  to 
any  fault  or  neglc£l  on  the  fide  of 
the  councils  or  minifters  of  the 
throne,  but  to  the  miftaken  opi- 
ition  and  erroneotts  policy  of  otner 
(hLtes ;  who  had,  from  thence, 
blindly  permitted  the  united  houfe 
of  Bourbon,  to  brinjr  their  whole 
f:rcc,  unmolefted  ana  undillurbed, 
to  l>ear  upon  this  country.  This 
was  a  mifchief,  which  was  as  little 
to  be  forefeen  as  prevented  by  the 
miniftcrs  of  Great  Britain.  They 
could  not  be  accountable  for  the 
condudl  of  other  Hates.  It  was 
not,  however,  to  b*?  Ooubted,  that 
other  powers  would  fpeedily  per- 
ceive and  redilify  their  ^rror;  and 
that,  with  a  proper  attention  to 
their  true  intcrefts,  as  well  as  to 
the  j^cncral  fyftcm  of  Europe,  they 
would  interpofe  to  check  the  am- 
bition of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 

The  fame  argument  applied  with 
eoual-efFeft  to  that  charge,  on 
which  all  the  eloquence  of  grief, 
«nd  all  4be  indignatioii  of  appa^ 


rent  paflion,  had  been  cxhaurted 
on  the  other  fide;  that  of  our  nav.il 
inferiority,  particularly  on  the 
narrow  feas.  It  was  impofllble  for 
Great  Britain  alone,  to  oppofe  nn 
equal  number  of  fhips  to  the  whole 
united  force  of  the  houfe  of  Bour- 
bon ;  but  if  ihe  even  equalled  or 
exceeded  thtfm  in  point  of  num- 
ber, ftill  the  wide  arrangement 
of  her  naval  ferviccs,  which  was 
indifpeniibly  ncceffary  for  the  pro- 
tetflion  of  her  numerous,  cxpofed, 
and  remote  dependencies,  muft  at 
any  rate,  notwithftanding  any  fkill 
or  judgment  in  thedifpofition,  af- 
ford an  opportunity  to  the  enemy 
of  obtaining  a  fuperiority  in  fome 
particular  part.'  Yet  with  thnt 
vaft  fuperiority  which  they  aftually 
poflcfTedin  the  preceding  fummer, 
it  would  be  found,  on  due  confi- 
dcration,  tliat  the  difgrace  was  on 
their  fide,  and  not  on" ours.  They 
had  fitted  out  a  great  and  formida- 
ble armament ;  and  it  was  true, 
that  they  had  appeared  upon  our 
coafts ;  they  talked  big,  threatened 
a  great  deal,  did  nothing,  and  re- 
tired. 

Two  things  were  to  be  particu 
larly  remembered,  that  the  enemy 
were  avowedly  afting  on  the  ofFcn- 
five,  and  we  as  profefiedly  on  the 
defenfive.  They  came  with  a  de- 
ciarcd  intention  to  invade  us,  we 
undertook  to  defeat  the  dclign  ; 
they  were  therefore  foiled ;  for 
they  had  not  dar'^d,  e\'en  to  make 
the  attempt.  Their  immenfc  ar- 
maments paraded,  and  paraded  to 
no  purpofe ;  and  their  million:* 
were  fpent  in  vain.  Had  they 
landed,  (and  it  were  alntoft  to  be 
wiihed  th^y  had)  their  reception 
would  have  been  fuch,  as  would 
not  only  have  added  to  their  dif- 
grace^   but  would  have   afforded 
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them  tome  more  cfTential  matter  to 
crown  the  hiflory  of  their  cam- 
paign. 

It  W7LS  denied^  that  the  retreat 
of  the   Britiih   fleet,    under  Sir 
Charles  Hardy,  up  the  channel, 
coald  with  any  propriety  be  conii* 
d?:ci  as  a  flight.    The  whole  con- 
iaii  of  that  admiral,  demanded 
no  lefs  the  admiration  than  the  ap- 
plaafe  of  his  country.    To  decline 
an  engagement,  when  heexpefted 
a  reiaiorcement,    and  when    the 
enemy  were  fo  vaflly  fuperior  in 
nnmber,  was   the  efFeft  of  pru- 
dence,   and  eminent    profeflional 
fltiJl;    to  have   accepted  a  chal- 
lenge, would  have  been  die  mad- 
nefs  of  valour.     It  was  not,  how- 
tver,  in  any  degree  a  flight  ;  he 
endeavoured,  by  feveral  judicious 
motions,  to  have  drawn  the  enemy 
up  the  channel,  where,  from   its 
nanownefs,    and    other   circum- 
ftances,  ouf  fleet  might  have  en- 
gaged them  with  lefs  difadvantagc, 
and  they  might  have  been  fubject- 
cd  to  much  danger.     The  enemy 
did  not  chafe  to  venture  far  up  the 
channel ;  but  the  defign   was  the 
refnlt  of   prudence  and  fuperior 
jodgment.     It  witS  indeed    true, 
that  if  the  commander  could  then 
have  poffibly  known  the  internal 
ftate  and  ill  condition  oftheene- 
my's  fleet,  he  would  have  C2igerly 
foaeht  an  engagement,  inftead  of 
ff/oiding  it ;  but  as  the  knowledge 
«ras  anattainable,    he   could  not 
profit  of  theoccafion. 

It  was  invidious,  they  faid,  on 
the  other  fide,  to  endeavour  to  de- 
prire  minifters  and  commanders  of 
their  due  merits,  in  the  protedion 
of  our  trade,  and  in  baffling  all 
the  defigns  of  the  ^ncmy ,  by  afcrib- 
icg  folcTy  to  providence,  thefe  hap- 
py and  important  circumflances. 
Vol.  XXni. 


It  would  be  mere  ingenuous  to 
acknowledge,  that  it  required  great 
fagacity,  and  no  common  abili* 
ties,  with  no  more  than  fromthir- 
ty-feven  to  forty  ftiips  of  the  line, 
to  amufe,  fix  the  attention,  and 
keep  in  continual  motion  for  fo 
long  a  time,  without  their  being 
able  to  gain  any  advantage,  iht 
vaftly  fuperior  fleets  of  the  enemy, 
which  counted  no  lefs  than  fixty- 
fix  ftiips  of  the  fam'e  i-ank  and  cha- 
rafter.  This  judicious  condu6l 
produced  the  moft  falutary  eiFefts. 
An  immenfe  hoftile  armament  was 
kept  together  during  the  campaign, 
and  its  efforts  direfted  to  a  point 
where  they  could  be  of  no  avail  * 
whereas,  had  this  vaft  force  been 
employed  upon  feparate  fcr\ices, 
and  direfted  to  fpecrfic  operations 
in  the  weftern  world,  or,  perhaps, 
othtr  parts,  befides  thedcftru^iion 
of  our  commerce,  which  muil 
have  been  inevitable,  we  fhould 
probably,  by  this  time,  have  been 
difrobed  of  feme  of  our  moil  valu- 
able pofFefliorts, 

The  minifter  acknowledged,  that 
it  would  have  been  a  matter  of  no 
fmall  moment,  to  have  prevented 
the  junftion  of  the  French  and 
Spaniih  fleets ;  he  likewife  ac- 
knowledged, that  we  were  much 
more  forward  in  point  of  naval 
preparation  than  France;  but  lie 
had  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  it 
was  not  in  our  power  to  prevent  the 
junftion.  Tne  meafure  was  in 
Contemplation;  and  had  the  French 
continued  in  port,  until  they  were 
in  real  condition  for  fervicc,  the 
junftion  would  have  been  moft  af- 
furedly  prevented  ;  but  they  per- 
ceiving our  intention,  rather  chofe 
to  flip  out  of  Breft,  as  they  were^ 
while  we  were  ftill  preparing,  thaa 
to  wait  for  proper  equipment  at 
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the  rifquc  of  an  encounter.  If  it 
was  afked,  why  we  were  more  nice 
with  refpedl  to  preparation  than  . 
France,  the  anfwer  was  obvious ; 
we  had  another  enemy  to  attend  to ; 
the  naval  force  of  Spain  was  in  full 
equipment ;  our  all  depended  on 
©ur  fleet ;  we  were  therefore  of  nc- 
ceflity  cautious. 

With  refpeft  to  Plymouth,  the 
charge  was  partly  denied,  its  force 
weakened,  by  alledging  the  con- 
vision  of  government  that  no  de- 
barkation was  there  intended  by 
the  enemy,  and  the  attention  was 
called  off  from  the  pall  to  the  pre- 
fent  flate  of  thkt  place,  by  ftating 
the  efFeftual  meafures  which  had 
been  fmce  taken  for  its  fecurity. 

As  to  Ireland,  the  miniftcr  ob- 
ferved,  that  if   it  was  dillrefled, 
and  he  heard  it  was,  it  was  cer- 
tainly entitled  to  relief.     England 
would  undoubtedly  grant  hercvery 
thing  that  coo  Id  he  given  without 
injuring herfclf,  and  Ireland  could 
not,  with  juftice,  afic  more.     Ire- 
land could  bear  no  refentraent  to 
the  prcfcnt  adininiiiration,  for  (he 
had  received  more  favours  and  na- 
tional benefits   from  them,    than 
from  any  other  during  the  forty 
preceding  years.     Her  complaints 
>vere  not  dircfled  agr.inft  the  prc- 
fent.  ferv'ants  of  tiic  crowji ;  they 
were  laid  again  ft  the  conilitutionof 
this  country  ;   for  the  p;ieat  fourcc 
of  their  complaints   luy  in    thofc 
laws,  which. were  pall  during  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  fecond    and 
William  the  third,  impofing  re- 
ftraints    upon    their   triiJc,      He 
did  QOt  believe  in  their  dJilrcfi ; 
and  as  he  did  not  know  the  evil,  he 
was  not  able  to  point  out  a  fpccific 
remedy.     But  whcne\'cr  her  grie- 
vances appeared,  he  wab  well  dif- 
poicd  to  redrefs   tkcm.     Ireland, 
I 


fo  far  as  his  voice  went,  ftioufd 
have  what  was  reafonable  ;  and  he 
was  fo  well  convinced  that  fhe 
would  be  fatisfied,  that  he  did  not 
entertain  the  fmallell  apprehenfio« 
on  that  fubjedt. 

He  concluded,  upon  the  whole, 
that  our  fituation  was  not  bv  any 
means  fo  lamentable  as  it  haa  boen 
defcribed  ;  that  it  was  much  mort 
fecure  and  refpeftablc  at  prefent, 
than  it  had  been  at  the  fame  feafon 
of  the  preceding  year ;  our  fleet 
was  much  flronger,  and  likely  to 
be  foon  confiderably  augmented  ; 
though  he  would  not  encourage  too 
fanguine  expedtations,  he  enter- 
tained ftrong  hopes  that  the  en- 
fuing  fpring  would  open  a  bril- 
liant campaign ;  and  in  (lead  of 
thofe  fuppofed  fymptoms  of  dan- 

fer,  which  were  faid  to  keep  man- 
indata  diftance,  we  ftiewed  fuch 
afulnefs  of  llrength,  and  growing 
vigour  of  preparation,  that  no 
power  in  Europe  could  hefitate,  or 
that  account,  at  making  a  common 
caufe  with  us. 

He  obferved,  with  regard  to  the  • 
propofed  amendment,  that  the  lan- 
guage it  contained  was  llriftly  par- 
liamentary.    It  was  the  duty,  as 
well  as  the  right  of  parliament,  to 
caufe  the  removal  of  evil  miniflers ; 
but  juftice  required,    that   proof 
fliould  iirll  be  made  of  their  delin- 
quency.    To  remove  the  fcrvant* 
of  the  crown,    without  afligning^ 
any  caufe  for  it ;  or  attributing  to 
them,  without  evidence  or   trial, 
thofe  errors  ©r  crimes,  which  on 
trial  would  not  be  found  imputa- 
ble to  them,  would  be  equally  un- 
jull  and  unprecedented.     Thcre- 
frre,  though  he  admitted,  to  th« 
fullcfl  extent,    the  right  of  that 
houfc  to  addrefs  the  throne  for  a 
removal  of  minifters  ;  yet,  as  there 
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ffsas  nothing  fpeciiically  charged 
igaiaft  them  in  the  amendment^ 
he  ma|  certainly  oppofe  it  on  prin- 
ciple;^ much  lefs  coald  it  be  Aip- 
pofed  that  he  would  agree  to  the 
implied  cenfore  upon  himfelf^ 
which  was  included  in  the  general 
reqaiiition  for  new  counfels  and 
flcw  counfellors. 

One  of  the  ableA  advocates  on 
the  fame  fide  obferved,  that  the 
addrefs  was  totally  unexceptiona- 
ble in  all  its  parts  ;  that  it  went 
no  farther  in  its  tendency  than  to 
carry  up  to  the  throne,  thofe  ex-* 
preffions  of  duty  aild  afFeftion^ 
which  had  ever  been  the  -fan- 
gnagc  of  parliametity  in  their  an- 
f*er  to  the  fpcech  of  the  fove- 
reign.  There  was  not  a  word  in 
the  addrefsy  which  could  imply 
diat  parliament  pledged  itfelf  to 
the  fupport  of  any  particular  mea- 
fare,  or  to  oppofe  or  proteft  any 
particular  delcription  of  men. 
Along  with  the  ufual  terms  of 
refpeft  it  contained  nothing  more, 
than  a  general  profeffion  of  union, 
OQ  the  common  principle  of  felf- 
dcfence. 

On  the  other  hand,-  the  amend- 
ment, according  to  the  explana- 
tions which  had  been  given  in  its 
f;ipport,  implied  a  requifition, 
T^ot  only  that  his  majeily  would 
"iifmifs  all  his  counfellofs,  whe- 
liicr  guilty  or  guiltlefs,  old  or 
n-jw ;  but  that  he  would  go  ftill 
^irther,  and  adopt  an  entirely 
new  fyftem  of  government.  On 
this  he  obferved,  that  the  confti- 
tutiott  had  placed  the  executive 
power  of  this  government  in  the 
fovercign,  the  official  funftions* 
of  which  arc  performed  by  per- 
sons of  his  appointment,  each  of 
whom  is  perfonally  refponiibie  for 


his  conduA  in  office.  It  was  ab- 
folately  neceffary,  he  faid,  for 
preferving  the  due  equilibrium 
prefcribed  by  the  conftitution, 
that  the  prince  ihould  have  freo 
liberty  to  appoint  ^hofe  perfoni 
to  thd  various  executive  offices, 
who  appeared  to  him  thdt  moft 
J)roper  to  fill  them  ;  otherwife  th« 
government  would  degenerate  into 
an  ariftocracy,  arid  affume  th# 
worll  vices,  without  the  virtues^ 
of  a  republic.  If  the  prince  wer^ 
debarred  of  ftich  a  choice,  either 
the  nobles  would  acquire  a  moft 
dangerous  afcendancy  over  tl^c 
crown,  or  the  commons,  encir- 
cling the  throne,  like  a  fpidcr't 
Web,  with  a  miniftry  of  their 
oWn  choofing,  would  throw  every 
fhing  into  anarchy  and  confu- 
fion,  and  reduce  us  to  the  worft 
and  moft  defpicable  ftate  of  go- 
vernment. 

Neither  thecourfc  of  reafon-- 
ing,  the  arguments,  or  the  aflcr- 
tions  of  the  minifter,  were  fuffi-f 
cient  to  aiFord  any  fatis faction  to 
the  other  fide.  They  obferved, 
that  with  his  ufual  ingenuity,  he 
had  converted  the  heavicft  charges 
againll  his  conduft,  into  the 
means  of  aftual  defence.  The 
criminal  negleft  and  fatal  decline 
6£  the  navy  under  his  admin iilra- 
tion,  illullrated  and  proved  by 
its  acknowledged  inferiority*  and 
late  indelible  difgrace,  afforded  a 
charge  of  fo  alarming  and  capital 
a  nature,  that  it  fcemed  tol.iyhim 
under  an  indifpenfible  neceility  of 
fhewing,  either,  that  it  had  not 
declined,  or  that  the  grants  af- 
forded by  parliament  were  not  ad- 
equate to  its  fupport.  But  with- 
out the  fmalleft  trouble  of  that 
fort,    the    miniflcr    applies    that 
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yrry  inferiority,  which  conftitutes 
his  moil  deadly  crime,  to  the  juf- 
tification  of  its  fliameful  conie- 
quence,  the  fcandalous  flight  of 
tne  firitifh  fleet ;  and  tells  us  with 
the  greateft  unconcern,  that  it 
would  have  been  madnefs  not  to 
run  away. 

The  noble  lord,  they  faid,  was 
not  lefs  ingenious  in  the  excul- 

Sation  of  other  parts  of  his  con- 
uft.  Adminiflration  were  en- 
tirely guiltlefs  of  all  thofe  ruinous 
confequences,  which  can  only  be 
generated,  by  a  long  conjundioi* 
of  evit  govermneat  and  political 
folly.  The  common  uaion  and 
revolt  of  thirteen  colonies,,  who 
ncv^r  agreed  in  any  thing  elfe, 
with  the  lofs  of  Ame>ica,  he  ac- 
counts for  in  one  Ihort  fcntence, 
by  charging  it  to  the  rebellious 
difpofition  of  a  people,  who  had 
ever  been  eminently  diftinguiihed 
for  their  loyalty.  If  we  aic 
abandoned,  in  a  manner  unex- 
ampled in  hiftory,,  at  this  perilous 
inoment,  without  the  alfiftance  oc 
Jiope  of  a  fingle  ally,  the  mi'niftcr 
comforts  us  with  the  aflurance 
that  it  is  no  fault  of  his,  but  pro- 
ceeds merely  from  the  blind  folly, 
or  ftrangc  ingratitude  of  other 
powers.  The  lofs  of  our  Weft- 
India  i Hands,  is  by  no  means  to 
be  charged  to  the  indolence  or 
HCFlcdl  of  mini  dry,  but  to  the 
activity  and  impudence  of  DTEf- 
taing,  who  unexpeftedly  took 
them  from  us.  And  if  Ireland 
was  flipping  out  of  our  hands^ 
by  a  repetition  of  the  fame  mea- 
furcs  and  conduft  which  loft  A- 
jnerica,  ftill  our  immaculate  mi- 
nillers  were  totally  free  from 
blame  5  for  it  was  cafily  (hewn  by 
this  new  logic,  that  the  Iri(h 
thcBifclves    were   the    caufcs    of 


their  own  grievances  and  dinfur-" 
bances-  Such,  th?y  laid,  was 
the  mode  of  reafoninjj,  with 
which  mlnifters  and  ih^ir  advo- 
cates, in  the  prefent  day,  dared 
to  inAilt  the  underftanding  of 
parliament. 

Bat  tkey  demand  proofs  of 
their  incapacity  and  mii'conduft* 
Could  any  pr'jofs  upon  earth  ex- 
ceed or  equal,  a  bare  recital  of 
their  adls,  and  of  the  confequen- 
ces  which  they  produced  ?  Is  not 
the  unexampled  ruin,  which ^ 
wkhin  a  few  yeai's>  ^their  govern- 
ment has  brought  upon  a  coun- 
try, fo  great,  fo  glorious,  and 
fo  flouriniing  as  this  was,  at  th«f 
commencement  of  the  prefent 
reign,  the  moft  conclufivje  poiHble 
evidence,  either,  of  the  moft 
wretched  incapacity,  or  of  wilfut 
design  and  treachery.  But  if  e- 
very  other  proof  of  ignorance  and 
incapacity,  and  of  the  neceffity 
of  demanding  from  the  throne 
the  removal  of  the  prefent  minif- 
tcrs  and  counfellors,  were, want- 
ing, the  noble  lord  hfmfelf  had 
juft  fupplied  the  ftrongcft  that 
could  be  given  J  and  what,  in- 
deed, might  well  fuperfede  all 
«ther  evidence.  For,  after  the 
long  notice  ho  had  received  from 
tliat  houfc,  the  repeated  warn- 
ings given  him  by  the  oppofition^ 
and  the  very  alarming  motives, 
which  every  day  grew  more  ur- 
gent, for  his  making  a  full  and 
immediate  enquiry  into  the  affairs, 
l^te,  and  condition  of  liieland, 
and  duly  weighing  and  confider- 
itig  the  means,  for  affording  a 
proper  and  adequate  relief  to  her 
wants,  and  providing  a  remedy 
for  her  diforders,  he  had  now 
candidly,  but  inadvertently  con- 
fefted^  that  he  was  ec[aally  igno- 
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rast  of  the  wants,  the  diforder, 
and  the  core.  Could  the  moil 
inveterate  enemy,  faid  they,  have 
urged  a  better  or  ftronger  reafon 
for  the  difmii&on  of  a  minifter, 
than  was  indaded  in  that  confef*- 
fion  ?  Could  any  other  evidence, 
be  (q  anexccptionable,  or  ella- 
blifh  fb  full  a  convi^ion?  Or, 
ificT  fuch  a  confeffion,  was  it 
poffible  for  that  houfe  to  hefitate 
a  moment  in  votin?  for  the  re- 
moval of  fach  a  rainiller? 

After  very  long  debates,  in 
which  an  infinite  quantity  and 
variety  of  public  matter  was  can- 
va^ed,  the  queftion  being  put, 
at  a  late  hour,  the  propofed  a- 
mendment  was  rejefted  upon  a 
divi£on,  by  a  majority  of  433, 
to  134. 

The  addrefs  was  moved  for  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  by  the  Earl 
of  Chcfteriield,  and  feconded  by 
Lord  Grantham,  late  amba/lador 
at  the  court  of  Madrid.  The 
amendment  was  moved  for,  and 
fupported  with  great  ability,  by 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  ; 
who,  in  a  long  fpeech,  took  a 
compreheniive  view  of  the  gene- 
ral policy  of  the  prefent  reign,  as 
well  as  of  the  particular  circum- 
Aances  and  public  tranfadlions  of 
the  current  year.  The  debate 
was  fupported,  on  that  fide,  by 
the  Dukes  of  Richmond  and 
Grafton,  the  Earls  of  Shelburne, 
Coventry,  and  Effingham,  with 
the  Lords  Camden,  and  Lyttel- 
ton.  On  the  other  fide,  the  two 
great  law  lords  in  office,  the  two 
new  fecretaries  of  flate,  the  noble 
earl  juft  placed  at  the  hedd  of  the 
boaitl  of  trade,  and  the  marine 
miniftcr,  bore  the  weight  of  the 
contefl. 

It  will  be  eafily  feen  from  a 


view  of  the  antagonifts,  that  no. 
advantage  could  be  gained  on  ei- 
ther fide,  from  any  defedl  of  ad- 
drefs or  ability  on  the  oppofite. 
The  debates  were  accordingly  ex- 
ceedingly intercfting,  embraced 
a  variety  of  fubjeds  of  the  great- 
eft  importance,  and  were  carried 
on,  without  languor,  through  a 
length  of  time  very  unufual  in 
that  houfe.  Among  other  mat- 
ters, the  affairs  of  Ireland  were 
much  agitated ;  and  much  un- 
qualified ccnfure  paft  upon  that 
criminal  negle^,  as  it  was  called, 
to  which  their  prefent  dangerous 
fituation  was  attributed*  But  no 
part  of  our  recent  public  condufl, 
underwent  a  more  critical  invef- 
tigation,  or  was  more  feverely 
condemned,  than  what  related  to 
the  difpofitioB  and  government  of 
the  army  within  the  kingdom, 
and  to  the  means  of  defence  a- 
doptcd,  or  fuppofed  to  be  neg- 
lected, during  the  fummer.  On 
this  ground,  the  charges  were  fo 
numerous,  fo  direftly  applied, 
and  fupported  with  fuch  ability 
and  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft, 
particularly  by  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond, that  tne  noble  lord  at  the 
head  of  that  department,  not- 
withftanding  his  habitual  coolnefs 
and  command  of  temper,  could 
not  but  feel  fome  embarrafment  5 
and  indeed  it  would  have  requir- 
ed fuch  habits  of  argument,  and 
fuch  a  portion  of  eloquence,  as 
are  not  often  acquired  by,  nor 
frequently  the  lot  of  military 
men,  to  have  fuccefsfully  refifled 
their  efleft,  and  entirely  effaced 
the  impreffion  which  they  made. 

As   the  charge  of  an   undue 

fyftem   of  government,   and   the 

ftrifhires  upon  the  general  policy 

of  the  prefent  reign,  were  prin- 
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cipally  made  in  that  houfe,  the 
inatters  ariung  from  thofc  fub- 
jecl3,  were,  ox  courfe,  more  par* 
ticuLorly  canvafTed  there  ;  and 
brought  out  much  feverity  and 
bitternefs  of  reply.  The  lords  in 
adminillraticn,  bcildes  an  abfo* 
lute  ccntradidion  oi;  denial  of 
every  thing  advanced  on  that 
ground,  exprcfled  the  utmoft  af- 
tonilhment,  at  the  new  and  ex- 
traordinary language  now  held» 
They  faid,  that  the  propofed 
amendment,  along  with  the  com- 
ments and  explanations  by  which 
it  was  attended,  were  replete  with 
inventive,  and  in  realij;y  a  kind 
pf  libel  upon  government.  That 
jiotliing  could  be  m©re  fallacious 
or  invidious,  than  the  contrail 
drawn,  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  applied,  between  the  de- 
gree of  power,  profpcrity,  and 
pre-eminence,  attributed  to  the 
nation  at  the  time  of  his  majef- 
ty's  acccfHon,  and  the  misfortune 
pr  danger  of  the  prefent  period. 

It  mufl  indeed,  they  faid,  be 
ackncwl(:dged,  however  it  might 
be  regretted,  that  too  many  of 
the.  unfortunate  fadls  Hated  on  the 
pther  fide,  were  too  well  clla- 
blifiicd  to  be  controverted;  but 
tlic  dcdudllon  drawn  from  thefc 
premifes,  that  our  public  misfor- 
tunes were  imputable  to  the  pre- 
fent nilniflers,  did  not  by  any 
means  follow.  It  would  have 
been  more  ingenuous  to  have  at- 
tributed thole  misfortunes,  in  a 
very  great  degree,  to  our  internal 
divificns,  and  to  that  incautious 
;ind  violent  language,  which  was 
too  frequently  held  in  parliament. 
Put  if  they  were  imputable  to 
the  prefent  adminillration,  they 
were  equally  fo  to  every  other" 
during^  the  prefent  reign*    Detd 


and  living  minifkers,  thofc  noiv 
in  oppofition,  as  well  as  thofe  in 
Oihcc,  muH  all  bear  an  equal 
ihare  of  the  blame.  There  was 
fcarcely  a  lord,  on  the  fame  Ude 
with  the  noble  marquis  who  moir-r 
ed  the  amendment,  who  had  not 
been  a  member  of  one  a^iniftra-^ 
tion  or  other  within  that  period* 
They  ha^d  all  a  ftiare  in  thofe 
public  meafures^  and  in  the  Aip* 
port  of  that  fyilem,  as  it  is  aiFe&- 
ed  to  be  called,  which  they  now^ 
fo  bitterly  inveigh  againft.  Even 
the  forbidden  ground  of  America^i 
which  is  execrated  as  the  foarce 
of  all  our  evils  and  calamities , 
has  been  indifferently  trodden  by 
every  adminillration  iince  the 
year  1763. 

The  prefent  minifters  had  nei 
ther  palled  or  repealed  the  ftamp 
ad.  They  had  not  laid  on  tho^ 
American  duties,  by  which  the 
feeds  of  the  prefent  rebellion  were 
firft  fowed.  And,  whatever  the 
meafures  were,  good  or  bad,  wife 
or  unwife,  which  they  purfued, 
they  only  followed  up  the  line, 
which  had  already  been  chalked 
put  for  them  by  their  predecef, 
fors.  Why  then,  this  fudden  and 
violent  cry,  "  of  new  counfels 
and  new  counfellors  ?"  Or  what 
was  meant  by  new  counfeU  ?  It 
was  evident  from  the  fpeech  be- 
fore them,  that  the  objeA  of  the 
prefent  fyfteto  of  government,  was 
to  purfue  the  war  with  vigour  and 
elFed :  would  the  noble  marqui»^ 
and  his  friends  have  that  fyilem 
changed?  Did  they  wilh  to  have 
it  carried  on  with  the  reverfe  of 
vigour  ?  Would  they  recommend 
to  have  it  followed  with  weaknefs, 
and  conduced  without  fpirit } 
If  not,  what  was  the  intent  or 
purpose  of  n^w  counfels  i 
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To  this  it  was  anfwered^  that 
Aippofing^  the  foEts  to  be  fairly 
Sated,    (which    was    not,    how- 
ever, in  any  degree  the  cafe)  it 
was  a  new  and  extraordinary  mode 
of  defence,    to  brine  the  errors, 
vices,  or  crimes  of  K>rmer  minif- 
ters,  whetker  dead  or  living,  in 
excolpation  of  the  erroneous  con- 
^ad,  and  ddknuCdve  mcafures  of 
the  prefent.     It  mnft  afford  much 
fatisfadion  to  the  pablic,  and  be 
a  matter  of  great  comfort  in  their 
prefent  dtftrefTes,  to  be  inform- 
ed, that  their  miniilers  had  only 
obftinately  pctfevcred,  in  dcfpite 
ef  reafooL,     warning,     and    ex- 
perience,    in     fqliowing    up     to 
the   final   extremity  of  ruin,  to 
foreign   and   domeilic  war,    and 
to  the  diffevering  of  the  empire, 
certain  meafuies  of  abfurdity  and 
evil,    which     had    been     either 
dreamed  of  in  theory,  or  attempt- 
ed in  pi:a£ticey  by  fome  of  their 
predeceilbrs.     It  was,  indeed,  ra- 
ther unlucky,  that  it  was  only  in 
fuch  iaftance*,  that  they  aver  at- 
tempted to  profit    by    example. 
Upon  other  occaiions,  the  maxims 
and  condud  of  their  predecelTors 
went  for  nothing.     When  it  fuit- 
ed  their  own  views,  or  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  arbitrary  fyftcm  un- 
der which   they  a£ted,    they  not 
only  readily  ever-ftepped  all  an- 
tient  and  eftablifhed  rules  of  ^- 
vernment,    but  they  could  with 
as  much  eafe,  make  long  ftrides 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  itfelf.     But  they  wholly  de- 
nied the  univcrfality  of  the  charge 
on  all  the  minifters  of  this  reign. 
Some  of  them  had  no   Ihare  in 
thofc  meafures,    except  in    cor- 
Tcding   the  ill  confequences    of 
iUmi  and  noae  bat  the  prefent 


minifters  perfe^'ered  in  d'lte^  op-' 
poiition  to  all  experience. 

The  late  refienations  and  ap-. 
pointments  afforded  an  opportunity 
to  the  oppofition  for  much  axumad- 
verfion  and  fome  fatire.  They 
attributed  the  refienation  of  the* 
lord  prefident  of  Uie  council,  to 
his  difdain  of  continuing  any 
longer  in  office  with  men,  who' 
he  found  totally  incapable  of  con 
dnding  the  public  buiinefs,  and 
of  ading  up  to  any  fixed  rule  or 
principle  of  conduct.  The  re- 
cent bringing  in  of  a  noble  lord, 
to  a  fhort  epiftle  of  whofe  writing 
when  formerly  in  office,  they  di- 
reftly  charged  the  lofs  of  Ame- 
rica, was  feverely  c^nfured  in 
both  houfes,  as  a  meafure  which- 
tended  to  render  all  reconcilia- 
tion with  the  colonies  flill  more 
defperate. 

But  the  fpirit  of  that  fyftem, 
they  faid,  which  had   fo  long  go- 
verned, and  fo  long  difgraced  our 
public   counfels,    was  peculiarly 
operative  in  the   bufmefs  of  ap- 
pointments.   When  the  meafures, 
which  eventually  led  to  the  lofs 
of  America,    were  firfl  planned 
under  that   fatal  fyflem,    it  had 
been  thought  proper  to  create  a 
new  office,  under  the  title'  of  fe- 
cretary  of  flate  for  the  colonies, 
in  order  to  give  a  fuppofed  dc 
gree  of  weight,    and  the  greater 
eclat,    to  the  intended  proceed- 
ings.     And  now,  in  the  fulnefs 
of  the  fame  fpirit,  and  according 
to  the  true  wifdom  of  that  fyftem, 
when  we  have  no  colonies  to  take 
care  of,    and   that     A^ierica   no 
longer  forms  a  part  of  the  Britifh 
empire,  it  is  thought  necefTary  to 
create  or  renew  another  high  and 
cxpenfive  office,    by  adding,    to 
[D]  +  A» 
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the  fccretary  of  ftate  for  that  de- 
partment, a  firfl  lord  of  trade  and 
plantations. 

The  defedlion  of  a  yoang  no* 
blemas»  who  then  poiiefTedy  and 
had  for  fome  years  held,  a  fine- 
cure  o&ce  of  confiderablc  emolu- 
ment and  dilUndion,  and  who 
had  conftantly  been  one  of  the 
warmeft,  and  moil  able  advocates 
of  adminiflration  in  that  houfe, 
was  not  more  a  matter  of  obfer- 
vation  or  furprize*  than  the  ex- 
ceeding feventy  of  cenfure,  and 
bltternefs  of  language,  which 
marked  his  expofure  and  condemn 
nation  of  their  condudl  and  mea-* 
furcd.  Such  a  defertion,  atfnch 
a  period,  and  fo  untoward  a  di- 
rection of  abilities,  of  no  ordi- 
nary form,  might  well  have  been 
conildered  as  ominous  to  admi. 
niflration,  if  the  fudden  death 
of  this  nobleman,  which  happen- 
ed almoft  immediately  after,  had 
not  put  an  end  to  all  expectation 
and  apprehension  in  that  refpedt. 

The  queftion  being  at  length 
put,  at  half  after  one  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  the  amendment  was 
reje^Sted,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a 
majority  of  juft  two  to  one  ;  the 
numbers  being  82  to  41.  The 
addrefs  was  then  carried  without 
a  divifion. 

The  debate  of  this  day  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  was  dlHin- 
guiHied  by  a  circumftance,  at  that 
pme^    rather  unufual  in  parlia- 


ment. The  reprcfentation  of 
fomething  in  the  acws-papers^ 
which  had  fallen  from  Mr.. 
Charles  Fox  in  his  fpecch,  and* 
which  was  pafied  over  at  the  time 
without  any  particular  ndtice,  af- 
fording ibme  difTatisfaCtion  to  Mr. 
Adam,  another  member,  he 
thought  it  ncceffary  to  require  of 
the  former  gentleman,  a  public 
difavowai  and  con  tradition  of  it, 
through  the  fame  vehicles  of  in-r 
telligence  in  which  it  had  ap- 
pealed. This  requifition  or  de- 
mand, being  deemed  highly  im- 
proper by  Mr,  Fox,  he  abfolutely 
refufed  a  concelBon,  which  he 
thought  it  would  be  inccfnftftent 
with  his  charafter  to  make.  The 
confequencc  was,  a  mefTage  from 
Mr.  Adam,  and  a  duel  with  pif-* 
tols  in  Hyde  Park,  in  which 
Mr.  Fox  was  wounded.  The 
novelty  of  the  aftViir  would,  in 
any  cafe,  have  excited  much  cu- 
riofity ;  and  this  was  not  only 
greatly  increafed,  but  blended 
with  fcarcely  a  lefs  degree  of  anx- 
iety, throughtthe  intereft  which 
the  public  took  in  the  life  of  that 
gentleman.  At  the  fame  time, 
that  the  allair  being  generally  at- 
tributed, rather  to  the  animofity 
6t  views  of  party,  than  to  the 
often fible  motives,  fo  it  contri- 
buted not  a  little,  to  fpread  and 
inflame  that  fpirit  without  doors, 
from  which  it  was  fuppefed  to 
have  originated  within.  * 


*  l^QT  the  particulars  of  this  dueli  fee  the  chronicle  part  of  our  lad  volume^ 
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CHAP.    IV. 

Fete  of  tixfitre  againjt  mtnlfters^  rthai'vt  to  their  c^nduB  nvith  refptB  H 

iTdand^  nuivtd  iy  tbi  Earl  of  SheliMme*     Dehaiit  on  tbo  queftiom, 

fart  taken  hy  the  late  lord  frejident  of  the  connciL      Motion  rejeSed 

npoM  a  dhvifimn     Similar  motion  in  the  Hou/e  of  Commons  iy  the  Earl 

if  Upper  Ojfory*     Defence  of  etdminiftratitm*     Animad^erfion.     Mo^ 

Uonrejeded  upon  a  divijion.     Motion  hy  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  for  cue 

ofnntmicai  reform  of  the  ci*uil  lift  eftahliftfment.      Motion,  after  C9u~ 

fidcrahle  debates ,  rejected  upon  a  din;iJson.      Minifter  opens  his  propofi^ 

tiens,  in  the  Honfe  of ,  Commons  y  for  affording  relief  to  Ireland,     Agreed 

t9  ^without  oppofitioun     Tiuo  bills  accordingly  brought  in,    and  paffed 

before  the  recefs.     Thjrd  bill  to  lie  open  tilt  after  the  holidays.     Earl 

of  Shelbume^s  motion  relati<ue  to  the  extrawdinaries  of  the  army  ;  and 

introduAory  to  a  farther  reform  in  the  public  expenditure.     Motion  rt^ 

jeded  on  a  divifion.      Notice  given  of  afecond  intended  motiom,  and  ths 

lords  fumanoned  for  the  %th  of  February,     Letters  of  thanks  from  thg 

city  of  London  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne, 

for  tbeir  attempts  to  introduce  a  reform  in  the  public  expenditure ;  and 

fmlar  letters  Jent  to  his  royal  highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  and  t» 

all  the  other  lords  *who  Jupported  the  two  late  motions,     Mr.  Burk0 

gives  notice  of  his  plan  of  public  reform  and  aconomy,  vnhich  he  propofeg 

bringing  forvjard  after  the  recefs. 


AS  the  affairs  of  Ireland  held  a 
principal  place  in  point  of 
iaiporunce,  fo  they  took  the  lead 
in  the  bufinefs  of  the  prefent  fcf- 

Dec  fft  ^®^'  '^^^  fubjeftwas 
firft  brought  forward  in 
tlic  Houfe  of  Lords,  where  the 
Ear!  of  Shelborne  prefaced  an  in- 
tended and  avowed  vote  of  cen. 
Aire  on  minifters,  by  (hewing 
from  tiie  journals »  that  their  ad. 
^<nk,  which  l&ad  been  moved  for 
by  a  noble  marquis,  and  unani- 
inoofly  pafied  on  the  nth  of  May 
lail,  had  ftrongly  recommended 
tn  his  majefty's  moft  ferious  con- 
fideration,  the  diftreifed  and  im- 
povcrilhed  ftate  of  that  loyal  and 
wcll-dcferving  people  j  at  the 
r^ime  time  requiring,  that  fnch 
<iocuments,  relative  to  the  trade 
and  mann^dnres  of  Great  Bri- 
\m  and  Ireland  might  be  Uid  be* 
6 


fore  them,  as  would  enable  tha 
national  wifdom  to  purfue  effec . 
tnal  meafures  for  the  common  in* 
tereft  of  both  kingdoms  ;  and 
likewife,  that  the  ^nfwer,  re- 
turned from  the  throne  on  tho 
following  day,  was  entirely  con- 
(on ant  to  the  ideas  and  requifitioQ 
held  out  in  the  addrefs. 

He  then  referred  to  the  addreft 
which  he  had  himfelf  moved  for, 
and  which  had  been  rejeded  by 
a  great  nrajbrity  on  the  fecond  of 
the  following  June,  which  re* 
dated  the  neceffity  of  giving 
fpeedy  and  eife^lual  relief  to  Ire* 
land,  and  offered  the  fall  to* 
operation  of  that  houfe  for  tho 
purpoie ;  at  the  fame  time  recom- 
mending,  that  if  the  royal  prero<» 
gative,  as  vefted  in  the  throne  by 
the  conflitution,  was  not  adequate 
10  the  adminiftering  of  the  relief 
wante4. 
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iwanted,  that  his  majefty  would 
be  pleaied  to  continue  the  parlia- 
iwent  of  this  kingdom  fitting,  and 
give  orders  fort-iwith,  for  calling 
the  parliament  of  Ireland,,  in  or- 
der that  their  juft  complaints 
might  be  fully  confidered^  and 
remedied  without  delay. 

He  obferved,'  with  refpe<5t   to 
the   firft-mentipned  addrefs,  that 
it  contained,  in  its  original  ftate, 
as  framed  by  .^the  noble  marquis, 
an   implied  and   jull   cenfure  on 
miniflers,  for  their  fo  long  and  fo 
flxamefully  negle(5ting  the  imme- 
diate concerns  of  our  filler  iiland, 
and  in  fo  doing,  endangering  the 
'vn.ion,  and  facxificing  the  profpe- 
rityof.both    kingdoms.       That 
the  noble  errl,  then  at  the  head 
of  his  majcfty^i  coanfels,  propof- 
cd  an  amendment,  .by  which   the 
cenfure  was  omit u-d,  and  the  ad- 
drefs reduced  to  its  prefent  form. 
That,  al thou  sjh  the  amendment  did 
not  meet  the  ideas  of  many  lords  ©n 
that  fide  of  the  houfe,  any  more  than 
his  own,  yet  they  agreed  to  ac- 
cept of  it,  left  their  rigid  adhe- 
rence to  the  original  terms  of  the 
addrefs,  fhculd  produce  the  abfo- 
lute  rejedlion  of  the  whole.  They 
beheld  a  people  already  driven  to 
the  verge   of  defpair,    and  they 
could  not  look   forward,  without 
thegreateft   apprchenfion;  to  the 
fatal  confequences  which  were  to 
he  cxpefted,    from  the  rejeAion, 
by  a   majority  in   that  houfe,  of 
anv  propofal,  which,  at  fo  criti- 
cal a  period,  carried  even  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  in  their  favour. 
That  the  noble  framcr  of  the 
addrefs,  with  feveral  other  lords 
on  that  fide,  in  confenting  to  the 
modification,  which  extracted  the 
ftin^  againll  miniiiers,  did  it  ex 
preisly  on  the  condition,  that  its 
great  objc6l,  the  obtaining  of  cf- 


178a. 

fe^lual  and  immediate  relief  for 
Ireland,  was  to  be  fixed  and  in 
violable.  He  then  obferved,  that 
a  fimilar  addi  efs  had  on  the  fam& 
day  been  paHed  by  the  Houfe  of  j 
Comnions ;  (p  that  thefe  two  ad- 
drefles,  with  the  anfwers  from  the 
throne  to  both,  held  out  the  full 
concwrence  of  every  part  of  the 
legiflature  in  granting  the  propof- 
ed  relief. 

Thus,  he  faid,  a  new  aera  was 
commenced  in  the  aifairs  of  Ire- 
land.    This  furnifhed   a  ground 
of  hope,  and  even  of  certainty  to 
that  kingdom.    But  what muft  her 
indignation    and   refentment  be, 
when  fhe  difcovered  that  her  hopes 
were  totally  unfounded ;  and  tkati 
no  reliance  could   be   placed  oni 
any  fanciion,  however  folemn  orj 
facred,    held  out  by    the  Britilh 
legiflature  ?     Three    weeks    had 
elapfed,  without  a  iingle  llep  be^ 
in^r   taken,   or  a   fingle   mcafura 
adopted,  which  could  tend  to  th^ 
propofed  bufincfs.      That,  in  or^ 
der,  if  pollible,    to   prevent  th^ 
fatal  and  inevitable  effects  of  fuch 
a  condu6\,  he  had  himfelf,  on  thfl 
id  of  June,  moved  for   that  fej 
cond  addrefs  which  had  been  jail 
read.      The    minifters    fet    theii 
faces  diredly  again  ft  the  reme'iyj 
which  their  own  faults  had  ren^ 
dered  neceifary.     The  latenefs  0 
that  feafon,    the  waftc  of  whicl 
conftituted  no  fmall  part  of  thei 
crime,   was   the  oftenfible   argul 
ment  which  unhappily  prevailed 
in  that  honfe  to   the  rejedlion  0 
his  motion ;  and  thus  the  fate  d 
Ireland  was,  by  a  Britifti  miniftrj 
and    parliament,     committed    ti 
fortune,  chance,  or  accident. 

The  iituation  and  circumftancd 

of  that  country  were  at  the  timi 

Angular.     She  had  long  maintain 

cd,  for  internal  defence  and  fe 

curit) 
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trnitf,  a  great  military  force^  at 
2n  expence  which  exceeded  her 
ability.  Of  this,  contrary  to 
royal  faith,  and  compa^,  fhe  had 
been  ftrippcd,  for  the  fupport  of 
the  Amencan  war;  a  conteft  in 
which  ihe  had  no  other  national 
concern,  than  a  well  foanded  caufe 
of  apprehenEon,  that  the  princi- 
ple from  which  it  had  generated, 
would,  in  the  next  inilancc,  be 
applied  to  the  fubverfion  of  her 
own  conllittttion.  Straggling,  as 
fhe  had  been  before,  under  long 
continued  oppreffion,  this  addi- 
tional misfortune  was  dec i live.  For 
to  crown  the  climax,  in  this  Rate 
of  wcaknefs,  ihc  was  known  to  be 
the  marked  objeft  of  hoftile  in- 
vafion  from  our  powerful  and  in- 
veterate enemies. 

Still,  however,  (he  thought  that 
the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  a  Bri- 
tiih  parliament,  would  afford  full 
rcdrcfs  to  her  domeftic  evils ;  and 
that,  deprived,  as  fhe  was  of  her 
internal  ftrcngth,  in  the  fupport 
of  our  quarrel,  the  power  of  this 
country  would  be  her  fare  protec 
tion  againft  the  defigns  of  the  ene- 
iny.  But  the  time  was  now  ar- 
rived,  which  was  to  fhew  her 
hopes  to  be  equally  delufive  in 
both  reipefb.  After  appearances, 
which  feemed  only  intended  as  a 
ttockcry  of  her  difb-efs,  every  pro- 
fpeft  of  relief  was  finally  clofed 
by  the  rifing  of  the  Britifh  parlia- 
ment. On  the  other  hand,  as  to 
the  point  of  defence,  the  mini- 
fters  told  them  plainly  they  muft 
take  care  of  tnemfelvcs  j  they 
would  fpare  them  fome  arms ;  but 
as  to  protedion,  they  acknowledg- 
ed openly,  and  plcaaed,  inability. 

Thuscxpofed,  defencelefs,  and 
abandoned,  Ireland  was  reduced  to 
the  iimplc  alternative^  of  either 


perifhing,  or  of  findint?  the  meana 
of  preiervation  within  hcrfelf. 
Through  the  public  fpirit,  and 
gaUantry  of  her  fons,  fhe  was  hap- 
pily faved.  With  a  peculiar  mag« 
nanimity,  the  mod  divided  people 
in  the  unlverfc,  inllantly  forgot 
all  their  diJfrr^'nccr,  and  united 
as  one  man  to  ward  off  the  im- 
pending deftrudion  of  their  coun« 
try.  The  mif.cl?  in  this  in* 
fiance,  coulu  only  be  equalled  by' 
that  whicli  minifters  had  already 
produced,  in  the  union  of  the 
thirteen  Amcricr.n  colonies.  Abovd 
forty  thoufr.nd  men  were  already 
arrayed,  officered,  and  formed 
into  regular  bodies.  This,  al- 
ready formidable,  and  daily  in- 
crea/ing  force,  was  not  compofed 
of  mercenaries  wljo  had  no  intereft 
in  the  caufe  for  which  they  arm- 
ed ;  it  was  compofed  of  the  no- 
bility, gentry,  merchants,  refpe^l- 
able  citizens,  and  fubftantial  far- 
mers ;  men  who  had  each  a  flake 
to  lofe ;  and  who  were  willing 
and  able  to  devote  their  time,  and 
a  part  of  their  property,  to  the 
defence  of  the  whale. 

By  this  union,  and  exertion  of 
native  flrength  and  fpirit,  all  ideaa 
of  invaJion  were  cfFedually  erafed 
from  the  defigns  of  the  enemy. 
But  the  Irifh  became  fenfible  at 
the  fame  time,  of  the  refped  due ' 
to  that  internal  force,  which,  un 
til  it  was  called  forth  through  the 
weaknefs  of  government,  they 
wereunconfciousofpofTeifing.  The 
means  were  in  their  hands ;  and 
they  feized  the  occafion  with  that 
fpirit  and  wifdom,  which  fhewed 
they  were  worthy  of  whatever  ad* 
vantages  it  was  capable  of  afford- 
ing. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  Ireland 

only  adcd  the  part,  which  every 
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thinking  man  muft  have  forcfecn. 
The  government  had  been  abdi- 
^ted,  and  the  people  refumed  the 
powers  vefted  in  it ;  a  meafure  in 
which  they  w«re  juftified,  by 
every  principle  of  the  con  (lit  u- 
do©,  and  every  motive  of  felf- pre- 
Icrvation.  But  being  now  in  full 
pofleflton,  they  wifely  and  firmly 
determined,  that  in  again  dele* 
gating  this  inherent  power,  they 
would  have  it  fo  regulated,  and 
placed  upon  fo  found  and  liberal 
a  ba&s,  as  would  efFeflually  pre- 
vent a  repetition  of  thofc  oppref- 
.  fions  which  they  had  fo  long  ex- 
perienced* 

Their  parliament,  ufually  at  the 
devotion  of  the  court,  found  itfelf, 
jbr  once,  obliged  to  conform  to  the 
tiniverfal  fentiments  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  late  addrefs  to  the 
throne  from  both  Houfcs  of  the 
Iriih  parliament  declares,  that  no> 
thing  lefs  than  a  free  trade,  could 
favc  that  country  from  certain 
ruin.  This  was  the  united  voice 
cf  that  kingdom,  and  conveyed 
through  its  proper  conftitutional 
©rgans ;  there  was  but  one  dif- 
Ibnting  voice  in  both  Houfes. 
All  orders  and  degrees  of  men, 
church  of  England  Proteftants, 
and  Roman  Catholics ;  Diflenters, 
and  fedtaries  of  all  denomina- 
tions ;  Whigs  and  Tories ;  place- 
men, penfioners,  and  country 
jrentlemen  ;  -Englifhmcn  by  birth, 
91II  join  in  one  voice,  and  concur 
In  one  opinion,  for  a  fi*ee  trade; 
But  however  guarded  and  tem- 
perate the  language  held  by  the 
Jrifii  parliament  upon  that  fub- 
jcA  may  be  in  their  addrefs,  the 
public  at  large,  in  that  country, 
were  by  no  means  difpofed  to  con^ 
fi der  the  freedom  of  trade  as  a 
matter  of  favour  or  affedion  \  on 


the  contrary,  their  eyes  were 
now  opened  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  they  viewed  it  as  a  natural , 
inherent,  inalienable  right;  and 
as  it  is  natural  to  men,  to  Hy  from 
any  extreme  to  its  ©ppofite,  they 
do  not  by  any  means  ftop  there  ; 
they  not  only  call  in  quellion,  but 
they  abfolutely  deny,  the  right  of 
the  Britiih  parliament  to  bind 
that  country  in  any  cafe  what- 
ever ;  and  upon  that  principle, 
have  aftually  freighted  a  veJtcI 
with  woollen  goods  for  a  foreign 
market,  in  order,  that  upon  the 
ftoppage,  or  refufal  of  clearance 
by  the  cuftora  houfe,  the  quelVion 
might  be  brought  to  an  iflue  in  the 
common  courts  of  law. 

It  was  obvious,  that  at  the  time 
the  noble  marquis  moved  the  firft 
addrefs,  very  moderate  con ccflions 
would  have  afforded  a  full  gratis 
fication  to  Ireland ;  that  fhe  would 
have  thankfully  received  them, 
both  as  a  proof  of  prefent  affec- 
tion, and  as  an  earned  of  further 
favour,  when  a  more  aufpicious 
feafon  fliould  prefent  a  happier  op- 
portunity ;  and  all  who  know  the 
character  of  that  country  would 
acknowledge,  that  with  fuch  a 
proof  of  our  kindnefs  and  good 
difpofition,  fhe  would  have  dif- 
darned  to  prefs  us,  during  tlie 
time  of  oui*  troubles  and  difficul- 
ties, for  any  thing  mdre,  than 
what  her  own  neceffities  rendered 
indifpenfibly  and  immediately  ne- 
ccflary. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  equal- 
ly evident,  that  through  the  ob- 
ftinacy  of  minifters,  no  lefs  than 
their  incapacity,  and  the  con- 
tempt with  which  they  rejected 
the  advice  of  parliament,  the 
happy  feafon  of  conciliation  and 
gratitude,  was  now  irrccoverriI'>Iv 

lolV; 


.  Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.        [6i 


!c(l ;  that  whatever  this  country 
nrw  granted,  (an J  much  it  mull 
grant)  would  be  con^dered  as  a 
right,  and  not  as  a  favour;  and 
thi'.t  it  became  diCcult  to  fay,  as 
it  was  alarming  to  conildcr,  what 
might  yet  anurd  conteatment  to 
thai  kingdom.  That,  to  fum  up 
the  whole,  mtnifters  had  firft  fa- 
crificed  the  dignity,  and  hazard- 
ed the  dominion  of  the  crown,  by 
refigning  the  iword,  and  relin- 
quLlhiiig  the  government  of  that 
kingdom ;  and  that  now,  they 
have  reduced  parliament  to  the 
meloacholy  dilemma,  cither  of 
fobmitting  to  whatever  terms  Ire- 
land might  chufe  to  diftate,  or  to 
the  lofs  of  that  country,  as  well 
as  of  America. 

He  then  moved  a  refolution  to 
the  following  purport — That  it 
is  highly  criminal  in  his  majefty's 
miniftcrs  to  have  neglected  taking 
efe^ual  meafures  for  the  relief  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  in  con- 
fcquence  of  the  addrefs  of  this 
Houfe  of  the  i  ith  of  May,  and  of 
his  majefty's  moft  gracious  an- 
fwer;  and  to  have  fuftcred  the  dif- 
contents  of  that  country  to  rife  to 
fuch  a  height  as  evidently  to  en- 
danger the  conftitutional  connec- 
tion between  the  two  kingdoms, 
and  to  create  new  cmbarrafments 
to  the  public  counsels  through  di- 
vifion  and  diffidence,  in  a  moment 
when  real  mianimity,  grounded 
■pen  mutual  confidence  and  aFec- 
tion,  b  confeflTedly  eifentiar  to  the 
prefervation  of  what  is  left  of  the 
Brixiih  empire. 

The  want  of  proof  to  fubilan- 
tiate  the  charges  on  which  the 
cenfure  included  in  the  refolution 
was  fappofed  to  be  founded,  was 
the  ft  rone  ground  of  objeftion  to 
ihe  motion  takea  on  the  other 


fide.  They  faid  that  the  cenfure 
went  indiicriminately  to  all  hit 
majefty's  minillers ;  that  it  took 
in  the  dead,  as  well  as  the  livings 
thofe  who  had  retired  from  public 
bufinefs,  as  well  as  thofe  who  had 
not  been  a  week  in  office.  That 
it  would  be  an  a^l  of  the  higheft 
injuilice,  in  any  cafe,  topafsfuch, 
a  cenfure,  without  the  moil  di« 
reft  and  pofitive  evidence.  That 
in  the  prefent  inftance,  there  wa» 
not  only  a  total  defeft  of  evidence, 
but  the  motion  went  to  the  con- 
demnation of  perfons  who  could 
not  poilibly  be  culpable. 

In  faft,  what  ciid  the  charge, 
taken  in  its  utmoil  latitude,  amount 
to?  To  no  more  than  this,  that 
parliament  had  defired  miniilers 
to  do  fome things  which  fome  of 
their  lordihips  were  of  opinion 
they  had  not  done.  In  that  calc, 
two  queftions  arofe  which  mull  be 
neceflarily  difcuiTed,  before  any 
determination  could  be  had.  Firll^ 
whether  minifter*  had  not  execute 
ed  what  they  had  been  deiired? 
Or,  if  they  had  not,  whether 
they  were  blameablc  ?  There  was 
not  the  fmalleft  proof  beforer 
them,  that  they  had  not  fully 
complied  with  the  intentions  of 
parliament ;  or  if  it  were  granted 
that  they  had '  not,  there  was  no- 
thing to  (hew  that  they  could  have 
been  complied  with.  Both  muft 
however  be  proved,r  before  the 
Houfe  could,  with  any  colour  of 
reafon  or  juftice,  proceed  to  a 
vote  on  either  fide  of  the  qucf^ 
tion. 

The  papers  on  the  tables  of 
both  Houfes,  they  faid,  woUld 
fully  (hew,  that  rainifters  had  done 
every  thing  that  lay  with  them  ; 
and  that  inflead  of  being  blame- 
able,  tliey  were  Mghly  praife 
worthy^ 
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worthy,  for  the  deligence  which 
they  ufed,  in  procuring  every 
kind  of  poilible  information  rela- 
tive to  the  affairs  of  Ireland  for 
diQ  confideration  of  parliament. 
80  far  they  went,  and  farther  they 
could  not,  nor  (hould  not  have 
gone.  The  means  of  affording  re- 
lief to  Ireland  lay  folely  with  the 
legiflature.  It  was  a  bufinefs  of 
too  great  a  magnitude  to  come 
within  the  embrace  of  minifters. 
Nor  was  it  a  matter  to  be  taken 
up  lightly,  nor  carried  through 
in  a  hurry,  even  by  parliament. 
It  included  fo  many  arduous  quef- 
tions,  relative  to  the  moft  im- 
portant concerns,  and  commercial 
interests  of  both  kingdoms,  that 
the  moft  mature  deliberation,  as 
well  as  the  higheft  wifdom,  and 
every  degree  of  information  that 
Lad  been  obtained,  would  be  found 
neceflary  for  its  final  determina* 
tion. 

.  But  if  any  thing  more  were 
wanting  to  convince  their  Iqjd- 
fhips  that  the  charge  was  ill  found- 
ed, and  that  the  king's  confiden- 
tial fervants  had  not,  in  the  terms 
of  the  motion,  been  guilty  of  cri- 
minal negled,  a  very  few  days 
would  bring  an  additional  tefti- 
mony  of  the  unwearied  affiduity 
of  minifters ;  as,  within  that  pe- 
riod, the  noble  miniftcr  in  the 
other  Houfc  would  bring  forward 
certain  propofitions  for  the  relief 
of  Ireland,  being  the  refult  of  that 
information,  which,  during  the 
recefs  of  parliament,  they  had 
employed  therafelves  in  obtaining. 
They  concluded,  that  they  muft 
on  every  ground  oppofe  a  motion, 
which,  if  agreed  to,  could  tend 
only  to  create  unnectffary  jea- 
loufies  and  embarrafments,  at  a 
topi^t  when  all  parties  agreed^  that 


to  promote  union  was  the  firtt  ob-^ 
jeft  of  every  man  who  wiftied  well 
to  his  country ;  and  were  at  th<f 
fame  time  themfelves  thoroughly 
convinced,  that  both  the  letter 
and  fpirit  of  the  addreffes  of  the 
nth  of  May  had  becii  fully  com- 
plied with. 

The  defence  drawn  from  a  de- 
feft  of  proof,  was  laughed  at  by 
the  oppofition.  The  negleft 
charged  upon  minifters,  they  laid, 
was  lelf-evident.  The  unexampled 
revolution  in  the  affairs,  and  ftill 
more  fo  in  the  temper  of  Ire- 
land ;  the  prefent  diforders  reign- 
ing in  that  country,  and  the  ge- 
neral alarm  which  they  have  fprcad 
in  this ;  with  the  new  language 
held  by  the  Irifti  parliament,  and 
that  merely  an  echo  of  the  uni- 
verfal  voice  of  the  people,  efta- 
blifti  a  fund  of  evidence  infinitely 
fuperior  to  any,  which  the  forms 
and  circumftances  of  a  court  of 
law   can  either  require  or  com- 

Eafs.  The  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
am  undertook  to  ftiew,  that  the 
n  on -importation  agreement  in  Ire- 
land was  far  from  general,  and 
only  entered  into  in  fome  parti- 
cular places,  at  the  time  of  mak- 
ing his  motion  on  the  nth  of 
May.  But  as  foon  as  Ireland  per- 
ceived, that  the  relief  promifed 
by  every  part  of  the  legiflature, 
was  withheld  by  minifters,  the 
non- importation  agreement  be- 
came general ;  and  in  the  fame 
manner,  the  fpirit  of  military  aflb- 
ciation,  whicn  was  before  direfted 
folely  to  defence  againft  a  foreign 
enemy,  affumed  a  new  form  ;  and 
from  thence  looked  forward  to 
compel  that  relief  which  was  de- 
nied ;  an  idea,  which,  while  good 
will  and  good  intentionis  appeared 
on  our  part,  had  never  an  exift-^ 
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ence  in  die  minds  of  the  people  of 
Ire  land*  He  iniifted,  that  if  any 
thing  reafonable,  however  mode^ 
rate,  had  been  done,  when  he  £ril 
moved  the  bafinefs,  or  if  parlia- 
ment had  been  kept  fitting,  ac- 
cording to  the  propofition  of  his 
noble  friend,  of  the  2d  of  June 
Jail,  that  neither  the  aflbciations, 
nor  the  non -importation  agree- 
ments, would  have  ever  afiumed 
their  prefent  appearance,  nor  ever 
•xifledin  their  prefent  extent. 

He  then  aflced,   whether  their 
lord  (hips,  with  foch   felf-evident 
proofs  before  them,   that  it  was 
perhaps  theonly  meafure  that  could 
extricate  their  country  from  the  pe- 
rils whh  which  ihc  was  on  every 
fideencompaiTed,  could  heiltate  a 
moment,    in    pailing  the  aweful, 
but  highly  neceflary  cenfure    of 
parliament,  upon  tho(e  men,  whofe . 
negl'Tct,  or  complicated  folly  and 
treachery,  had  forced  the  Irifh  in- 
to meafores,  which,  however  ne- 
celTary  and   well   intended,   moH 
clearly  amounted  to  a  fufpenfion, 
if  not  a  fubvcriion,    of  all    the 
powers  of  legal  government ;  and 
v.ho  had  thus  involved  the  affairs 
of  both  countries  in  fuch  difficul- 
tifc,  as  were  likely,  without  much 
caution    and   judgment  on   both 
ijties,  to  terminate  in  all  the  cala- 
mities and  dangers  of  civil  war? 
He  therefore  exhorted  them  in  the 
moil  urgent  terms  to  agree  to  the 
Koticn,  as  the  only  method  of  con- 
Tiacing  Ireland,    in  the   firft  in- 
fiancp,  of  the  generous  intentions 
of  this  country  towards  her,  and 
that  the  treatment  they  had  expe- 
rienced from  mini(lers,byno  means 
accorded  with  the  real  Icnfe  of  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  but 
was  folely  imputable  to  the  crimi- 
nal conduQ  of  the  king's  fervanu. 


It  was  evident  that  the  lords  in 
adminiflration  wiflied  m<:rely  to  gfct 
rid  of  the  motion,  without  beiag 
at  all  difpofed  to  enter  deeply  into 
its  fubjed,  or  to  difcufs  die  vari- 
ous quelUons  which  arofe  from  it^ 
The  debate  on  their  fide  was  more 
dry  than  ufual.  This  was  attri^ 
buted  to  their  having  na  plan  itt 
readinefs.  Their  rcfcrve  and  back<> 
wardncfs  continued,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  call  made  upon  them,  thro* 
the  marked  part  taken  by  Earl 
Gower,  late  prefident  of  the  coun- 
cil, which  contained  expreilions 
of  a  nature  unufually  ib*ong,  and 
infinitely  the  ftrongcr,  as  coming 
from  one  fo  lately  of  their  own  ca« 
binet,  and  by  no  means  difpofed 
to  ad  in  oppofition  to  the  court. 
Even  this  did  not  oblige  tHem  to 
Quit  that  defeniive  plan,  in  which 
for  the  prefent  they  entrenched 
themielves. 

That  noble  carl  faid  that  he 
ihould  vote  againfl  the  motion; 
althou|;h  there  did  not  exiil  afingle 
d^nbt  m  his  mind,  that  the  cen« 
fure  it  contained  was  not  well 
founded  ;  and  that  his  motive  for 
afting  fo  diredly  contrary  to  his 
opinion,  was  founded  entirely  upon 
the  great  refpeft  with  which  he  re- 
garded the  deciiionsof  that  houfe. 
The  men  who  were  the  objcd  of 
public  cenfure,  had  required  a  few 
days  for  their  exculpation,  a  ad  the 
wifdom  and  dignity  of  parliament 
forbid  their  being  refufed  the  fhort 
time  which  they  defired  for  that 
purpofe.  He  was^  .for  his  own 
part,  fully  convinced,  that  the 
charge  of  negled  urged  again  11 
them,  was  ftriftly  true,  thougl^ 
not  yet  quite  evident.  Things 
were  not  yet  ripe-  for  proof,  but 
they  would,  he  ventured  to  fay, 
he  fhorUy  fit/  He  had  the  good 
fbrtuac 
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fortune  to  unite  the  houfe  lafl  fef- 
{lOTiy  upon  the  terms  of  the  addrefs 
to  the  throne  ;  and  was  in  hopes , 
that  fomething  ciFe£lual  for  the  re 
lief  of  Ireland  would  have  arifen 
from  the  unanimous  concurrence  of 
their  lordfhip&>  in  the  amendment 
which  he  then  had  the  honour  to 
propofe.  If  nothing  had  Ance 
been  done  for  the  relief  of  that 
country,  he  aiTured  the  houfe  it 
was  not  owing  to  any  fault  of  his ; 
he  had  done  every  thing  in  his 
power   to  keep  his  word ;  he  was 


out  a  finglc  word,  whether  of  ob^ 
fcrvationor  reply,  on  the  fide  of 
adminiftration. 

A  great  law  lord,  who  has  been 
long  fuppofed  to  be  higher  even  in 
favour  and  po^'er  than  in  oitice, 
had,  in  the  laft  debate,  flrongly 
recommended  a  coalition  and  union 
of  men  and  of  parties,  as  abfo- 
lut^y  neceiTary  to  the  falvation  of 
this  country,  in  its  prefent  peril- 
ous circumftanced  j  and  fupported 
his  opinion,  with  his  ufual  ability, 
by  a  reference  to  the  happy  efTects 


ready  to  acknowledge,  that  he  had    which  proceeded  from  former  coa- 
folemftly  pledged  himfelf  to  their    litions,  particularly  with  refpedl  to 


lordfhips ;  he  thought  himfelf  then 
fully  competent  to  the  engage, 
ment ;  but  he^uft  now  in  his  own 
j unification  declare,  that  his  efforts 
had  proved  totally  fruitlefs.  It 
was  not  in  his  power,  nor  in  the 
power  of  any  individual,  to  have 
effected  the  intended  purpofe. 

The  noble  carl  obferved,  that 
he  had  prefided  for  fome  years  at 
the  counciKtable ;  and  that  he  had 
feen  fuch  things  pafs  of  late,  that 
no  man  of  honour  or  confcience, 
could  any  longer  fit  there.  The 
times  were  fuch  as  called  upon 
(every  man  tQ  fpeak  out :  the  fitua- 
tion  of  thefe  two  kingdoms  at  pre- 
fent, particularly  required  fincerity 
and  adivity  in  council.  He  was 
confident,  that  the  refources  of  this 
country  were  equal  to  the  danger- 
ous confederacy  formed  agalnfl  Us; 
but  to  profit  by  thofe  refources,  to 
give  fuccefs  to  thofe  abilities,  ener- 
gy and  effe£k  muft  be  reflored  to 
government. 


the  coming  in  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  late  war.  The 
tenor,  however,  of  the  whole  pre- 
fent debate  was  fuch,  as  fhewed 
little  difpofition  to  fuch  a  coali- 
tion. 

The  quefiion  being  put,  the 
motion  was  rcjedled  on  a  divifion, 
by  a  majority  of  more  than  two  to 
one,  the  numbers  being  8a  to  37. 

The  minifter  in  the  Hou{e  of 
Commons  was  continually  prefled, 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  on  the 
fame  fubj  eft .  He  was  re m i n dcd  of 
a  general  obfcrvation,  fo  current 
without  doors  as  to  become  almoil 
proverbial,  that  miniftry  were  con* 
ftantly  a  day  too  late  in  all  their 
meafures;  that  what  fhould  be 
done  this  day  and  this  year>  was 
then  fully  pradlicable,  and  capa- 
ble of  the  greateft  benefits,  was 
conftantly  deferred  to  the  next » 
and  then  vainly  and  difgraccfully 
attempted,  when  it  was  become 
utterly  imprafllcable.     Such^  they 


Such  charges   or  declarations,    faid,  had  been  the  conduct  of  go- 
coming  from  fuch  a  quarter,  and    vcrnment,  in  every  one  ftep  it  took 


fo  authorized,  were  fufiiciently  a- 
larmiog ;  and  it  feemed  not  a  lit- 
tle An^aTj  that  they  did  not  bring 


with  regard  to  America;  and  as 

America  was  loft  by  this  means,   fo 

would  Ireland^  if  fpcedy  and  ef- 
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fe^ve  meafures,  originating  from 
decifivc  coanfels^  were  not  ixnme- 
diately  adopted. 

Thus  doubly  prciTed  on  tHe  {ah-. 
ltd,  a^paf eiitlir  by  ihH  demands  of 
cppo£tion»  aad  in  reality  by  the 
fhort  ftipply  of  the  parliament  of 
Ireland,  he  gave  notice  on  the 
day  of  that  debate  which  we  have 
JdA  dated,  thathe  wotild,  in  fomc- 
thingmore  than  a  week»  move  for 
a  committed  of  the  whole  houfe  to 
enter  upon  that  b  nftnefs .  He  was 
then  ftroiigly  urged  to  give  the 
bcufc  fome  information  of  the 
^Qfld  which  he  intended  to  go 
ttpon ;  at  Icaft  fome  general  oUt- 
iine  cr  idea  of  th^  plan  Which  he 
izd  adopted  tpr  fettlirig  the  affairs 
bf  Ireland.  He  was  wafned^  on 
a  fubjeft  of  fuch  vaft  itnportaricci, 
to  lay  by,  what  they  termed;  all 
wonted  modes  of  coticealhieiit  and 
Airprize ;  ilot  to  codiidef  it  as  a 
party  mattct;  to  retnember;  that 
in  a  bUfihefs  of,  fuch  magnitude^ 
&nd  incladjiiig  the  moft  effentlat  in- 
tcrclls  of  both  kingdoms  j  it^  was 
acccffary  that  gentlemen  f^odld  be 
fttily  pl-eparedi  by  the  poffefljoii  of 
fever)'  degree  of  previous  idforlna- 
tlon;  to  enter  coolly,  deliberately, 
aad  decilively  into  the  fubjefti  - 
Particularly,  that  tke  ininiller's 
})lan  or  fyftem  Ihould  riot  be  dif- 
gnced,  by  any  doiilg  and  Undo- 
ing, hdlding  out  and  recanting,  or 
appcarailcc  of  tritk  and  chicanery^ 
in  its  proj^efs  through  the  Kpufe* 
Tac  miilifter  fouiid  the  calls  for  an 
explanation^  which  he  vfas  not 
prepared  to  give,  fo  urgent,  arid 
nis  non-cpriipliarice  proaiiftive  of 
lb  mochobfervation  and  reflcftion, 
tbt  he  was  at  length  under  a  fort 
bfncceffityofacknowledmng,  that 
tile  plan  was  not  as  yet  li  n  ^ly  agree  d 

Voi.  XXIII, 


upon>  and  could  npt  therefore  be 
communicated. 

In  a  few  days  after,  a  vote  of 
cenfure  upon  the  miniftcrs  for  their 
condu^  arid  ncgleft  with  refpeft  to 
the  affairs  of  Ireland,  arid  limilaf 
to  that  which  had  been  lately  re- 
jected by  the  lords,  was  moved  in 
the  Hoiife  of  Commons  tn  ^..l 
by.  the  earl  of  Upper  ^^^'^'^^ 
Oflbly,  and  ftcbnded  by  Lord 
Middlcton.  As  the  attacks  on  the 
miniitef  were  Here  more  iinmedi- 
ately  and  direftly  applied  than  iii 
the  other  houfe.  To  his  defence  oi* 
juftificatiori,  including  of  courft 
that  of  his  collcfagtles,  was  more 
fully  entered  into ;  and  was  in  fail 
veiy  ably  cofadu6ted« 

In  the  firft  plafceit  Was  cohteHd- 
ed,  that  the  diftrefTes  and  miferie* 
of  Irelahd  could  not  with  jufticci 
be  auributed  to  the  prefent,  bf  td 
any  late  miniHefs  of  this  cburitiy  ; 
that  her  grievances  originated  ma- 
ny years  urice  in  the  general  {yltem 
or  our  trade  laws ;  that  the  reftfic- 
tioris  then,  laid  on,  arofe  froto  ft 
nafrow,  fhott-figKted  policy  j  a 
policy,  which  though  conceived  in 
pl-ejudice,  and  founded  on  igoo- 
raricc,  was  fo  ftrerigtKeneid  by 
time>  arid  corififriied  by  the  habits 
pf  a  century,  that  it  fecmed  at 
length  wrought  into>  and  becomrf 
a  part  of  our  v6ry  conftitutioriy 
That  the  prejudices  on  that  ground 
were  fo  flrong,  both  within  the 
houfe  arid  withoiit^  tKat  the  at- 
tempts hiade  in  two  preceding  fef- 
fioris,  only  to  ot tain  a  m6<kfate 
relaxation  of  the  r^ftri(ftloris  with 
\vhich  that  country  was  bound, 
met  with  the  moll  determined  op-» 
portion  ;  the  few  who  undertook 
that  invidious  taik,  found  them- 
felves  obliged  to  encounter  bi^ju- 
[£}  Miice 
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dic6  without,,  petitions  and  coun- 
fel  at  the  bar,  and  to  be  at  length 
Qverborne  by  numbers  within  the 
houfe.     It  was  then  evident,  that 
the  houfe  was  at  thofe  times  averfe 
to  the  affording  of  any  favour  to 
Ireland,  which  could  either  inter- 
fere with  our  trade  laws,  or  affeft 
certain  branches  of  our  commerce 
Of  manufadures;  nor  did  it  fig- 
nify,  whether  this  temper  proceed- 
ed from  the  common  prejudice,  or 
from  the  attention  which  they  paid 
to  the  de/ires  and  wiflies  of  their 
conftituents,  the  operation  and  cf- 
feft  in  either  cafe  were  juft  the 
fame.     Thus,  he  faid,    minifters 
were  fully  exculpated  from  two  of 
the  principal  charges   brought  a- 
gainll  them.     It  was  dcmonllrablc, 
that  they  had  no  fhare  whatever, 
in   drawing  on  the  calamities  of 
Ireland  ;  and  it  was  as  clearly  evi- 
dent, that  it  was  not  in  their  pow- 
er to  have  afforded  that  timely  re- 
drefs  to  her  grievances,  a  fuppofed 
or  imputed  neglect  in  which,  has 
been  made  the  ground  of  fo  much 
'Ingenious,    but   unfounded,    and 
therefore  unjuft  invedlive. 

The  two  main  pillars  of  the  mo- 
tion, he  faid,  were,  firft  the  charge 
againft  minifters,  of  not  cffe£lively 
following  up  the  addrefs  of  the 
lith  of  May,  by  continuing  the 
■  fitting  of  tne  Britifh  parliament 
until  rcdrefs  was  afforded  to  Ire- 
land ;  and  fecondly,  the  charge  of 
negligence  iince  the  prorogation, 
in  their  not  having  framed  a  pro- 
pet^lan  for  that  purpofe  during 
the  interim,  fo.as  to  be  ready  im- 
mediately to  lay  it  before  parlia- 
ment at  the  meeting.  To  thefe, 
he  faid,  a  number  of  anfwers  were 
at  hand,  a  f<r.v  of  which  would  be 
fully  conclufive.  The  Britifli  par- 
liamcnt  did  not  rife  until  the  3d  of 


July,  after  a  fitting  of  more  than 
fcven  months.     Nobody  can  have 
yet   forgotten,   <woi alarming   and 
dangerous    ftate   of  public  affairs 
during  the  laft  fummer.  The  gen- 
tlemen  in  oppofition  have  already 
taken  .care  lufficiently  to  remind 
us,  tha^  the  enemy  were,  for  a  great 
part  of  the  time,  mailers  of  our 
coafts  and  of  the  channel.     Def- 
cents  and  invafion  were  every  day 
cxpeded,  and  long  threatened.    A 
very  great  number  of  the  members 
of  both  houfes   mud  of  neceffity 
have  been  drawn  away  to  join  their 
regiments,  and  to  a£l  in   the  de- 
fence of   their  country.  ■  Thofe 
even  who  held  no  commands  in  the 
militia  or  army,  would  have  deem- 
ed their  prefence  indifpenfably  nc- 
ceffary,    in    thofe    places    where 
their   fortunes  and  inicrefls    lay. 
Could  it  then  have  been  coniiftent 
with  propriety,    with  reafon,    or 
with  fafety,  to  have  kept  parlia- 
ment fitting  at  fuch  a  period? 

But  if  this  neceffity,  arifing  from 
danger  and  the  ftate  of  public  af- 
fairs, had  not  even  cxiftcd,  ftill  it 
would  have  been  highly  unfitting, 
and  might  have  been  attended  with 
obvious  ill  confequenccs,  for  the 
Britifh  parliament  to  have  at  aW  en- 
tered upon  the  affairs  of  Ireland, 
until  they  were  properly  informed, 
what  the  nature  of  her  wants,  and 
the  extent  of  her  demands  were  ; 
as  it  was  fr6m  thefe  circumftanccs 
only,  that  any  true  judgment  could 
be  formed,  as  to  the  m?afure  of 
relief  which  it  would  be  fitting  to 
afford  to  that  country.  Now  as 
this  knowledge  could  only  be  pro- 
perly obtained  from  the  Irifh  par- 
liaracnt,  which  every  body  knows 
was  not  then  fitting,  every  (hadoyv 
of  blame  againft  the  minift  rs,  with 
rcfpeit  to  the  prorogation,  vaniflies 
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oFcoarfe.  The  fame  ftatement  of 
fads  and  argaments»  goes  equally 
to  the  ovei^th  ,v  of  the  (econd 
principal  charge  laid  again  11  the 
minifiera,  of  negligence  with  re- 
fpeft  to  Ireland  during  the  recefs, 
as  likewife  to  that  other,  of  their 
not  having  aflembled  the  Britiih 
parlUment,  previous  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Iriih.  For  if  it  was  un^^ 
fitting  (which  furely  would  not  be 
denied)  for  the  Britiih  parliament 
to  enter  upon  the  aiFairs  of  Ireland , 
until  they  were  in  pofTcflion  of  thofc 
dau,  which  were  nccefTary  to  re- 
polate  their  meafures,  and  to  af- 
lurd  matter  for  eftabiifliing  their 
judgment,  it  mull  have  been  much 
more  fo  for  his  majcfty's  fervants, 
to  venture  in  the  dark  upon  a  bu- 
finefs  of  fuch  magnitude  and  im- 
portance; and  the  afTembling  of 
the  Britifti  parliament  before  the 
Irifli  would  have  been  abfurd,  when 
they  muft  neceflarily  wait  for  the 
proceedings  of  the  latter. 

But  by  convening  the  Iriih  par- 
liament firll,  the  fentiments  of  that 
people,  properly  conveyed  through 
the  meaium  of  their  reprcfenta- 
tives,  was  now  fully  undcrdood. 
The  queftion  of  policy  with  re- 
gard to  that  country,  and  brought 
forward  under  the  moft  imquef- 
tionable  authority,  was  now  laid 
fairly  within  the  cognizance  of  the 
Britiih  iegiflature;  and  all  they 
had  now  t#  confider  waa,  how  far 
it  would  be  advifeable  to  comply 
with  the  requefts  made  by  Ireland ; 
and  with  what  terms  and  condi- 
tions it  mightbe  thought  proper  to 
charge  the  favours  granted.  Ths 
temper  and  difpofition  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  had  undergone 
a  great  and  happy  change  with  re- 
fpecl  to  that ;  prejudice  had  worn 
off  both  within  doors  and  with- 


out ;  and  parliament  could  not  now 
confer  any  mark  of  favour  upon 
Ireland,  which  would  not  InecC 
with  general  approbation. 

Upon  the  vk  hoI<?,  he  drew  from 
the  various  prcmifcs  which  he 
ftated,  the  following  conclufions. 
That  the  prcfent  minifters,  inftead 
of  being  inimical  to  Ireland,  or 
inattentive  to  her  intercfts,  had* 
been  her  beil  and  warmed  friends. 
— That  they  had  done  more  for  her . 
than  all  thexr  predeccfTors  duf ing  a 
century  pall. — That  not  oaly  the 
nation  at  large,  but  parliament, 
were,  until  now,  adverfe  to  the 
granting  any  concefHons  to  Ire- 
land, which  could  afford  her  either 
content  or  rcdrefs.— And  that  con- 
fcquently,  if  any  blame  was  due 
for  not  affording  more  early  relief 
to  Ireland,  it  was  imputable  only 
to  the  prejudices  and  temper  of  the 
people  and  parliament  of  this 
country,  and  not  by  any  means  to 
the  miniHers;  who,  as  they  had 
no  (hare. in  the  caufes  of  her  dif- 
treflfes,  were  equally  gull tlefs  as  to 
their  continuance. 

This  date  of  things;  and  the  ar- 
guments arifmgfrom,  or  by  which 
It  was  accompanied,  were  oppofed, 
and  attempted  to  be  invaliaated  by 
the  oppofition.  They  reprobated^ 
in  terms  of  high  indignation  the 
imputation  ot  prejudice  laid  to 
that  houfe ;  by  which  minifters, 
they  faid,  according  to  their  now 
eflablifhed,  but  daring  pradice,  at- 
tempted to  father  2l  their  own 
blunders  and  mifdemeanors  -nn 
parliament.  They  laughed  at  the 
pretended  v/eaknefs  -  and  ineffici- 
ency with  refpeft  to  the  tranfa£tions 
of  that  houfe,  which  minifters  now 
fifFedled,  in  order  thereby  to  fhieldj 
their  own  negledt  with  refpecl  to 
Ireland.  The  lAiniiler  upon  this 
[£]  t  occaiioa 
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occafion  is  reprefented  as  a  man  of 
fijaw,  a   creature  deftitutc  of  all 
cOnfequcnce  and  efficacy,  whoofl- 
l)r'  attends  as  one  of  the  officers  of 
the  hoofe,  merely  to  heal:  and  re* 
ceive  with  reverential  awe  the  de* 
crees  of  parliament.     The  noble 
mini(ter  has  not  aifumed  any  part 
cf  this  delicacy  upon  occafion»^ 
¥?hert  it  would  have  keen  highly 
becoming  in  him>  and  of  infinite 
advantage  to  his  cosntr^.   In  fuch 
cafes,  he  has  paid  as  little  regard 
to  popularclamourorcenfare  with- 
ent  doors,  as  to  reaibn   or  argu^ 
ment  within «    If  a  fcheme  is  me-* 
ditated  lor  depriving  all  the  free-  ' 
holders  iit  England  of  the  nobleil 
portion  of  their  bit thiight }  if  the 
chartered  rights    of  the    greatell 
commercial  ct)mpany  intheimiverfe 
are  to  be  violently  invaded,  and  all 
parliamentary  faith  at  one  ilroke 
annihilated ;  or  if  a  great  quarter 
of  the  world,  if  thirteen  nations, 
are  to  be  at  once  flripped  of  all 
that  is  worth  the  confiaeration  an4 
▼aloe  of  mankind,  of  all  thofe 
rights  which  they  inherited  ftom 
their  anccfters,  and  even  of  the 
means  of  exklenrce;  on  any,  and 
6it  all  of  thefe  occafions,  the  mi- 
nifler  fiands  ibith  in  aS  the  fukefs 
of  his  power,.    He  leads  on  hrs 
xha}orities  of  two  or  three  to  one, 
in  all  the  eafy  pride  and  confeious 
niumph  of  afTuted  viAory,.    He 
boafls  of  them  as  appendages  to  his 
•WIT  inherent  merit ;  and  telb  you 
gravely,    that  govcmmcttt  could 
not  fubiift,  withoat  fuch  ait  over- 
rufir.g  influencey  and  io  decifivc  a 
power.     But  if  the  natctre  of  the 
fcTvicc  is  changed,  and  that  he  is 
/called  from  the  luccefsfiil  works  of 
deftru£lion,  to  the  falvatioh  of  one 
kingdom,  by  the  prefcrvation  of 
ailothcr^  he  finks^at  oiK^e  into  fiO<r 


things  and  has  not  authority  or  iff* 
fluenee  left,  fufficient  for  the  open- 
ing of  a  turnpike  gate.  So  that  in 
fad  it  appears,  as  if  the  powers  of 
government  only  exifted  in  theic 
contaft  with  evU,  but  indanily 
loft  their  efficacy  when  applied  to 
any  good  purpofe. 

They,  however,  abfolutcly  de- 
nied, that  the  minifler  had  been 
paffive,  neutral  J  or  ineflicacious, 
with  refpeft  to  the  affairs  of  Ire* 
land ;  and  on  the  contrary  fevercly 
charged  him,  with  having,  very 
unfortonately  for  this  country, 
taken  a  very  adive  part  in  that  bu« 
£nefs  in  the  preceding  feflion.  For 
a  bil!  having  been  brought  in  to 
afford  fomc  relief  to  Ireland,  by 
admitting  the  direft  importation  of 
fttgars  for  their  own  cbnfumption, 
and  he,  as  they  faid,  having  for  a 
time  ftrfiETcd  things  to  take  their 
natural  courfe  in  that  honfe,  the 
bill  was  accordingly  (as  all  mat-' 
ters  ever  would  be  under  the  fame 
circumflances)  coolly  and  delibc* 
rativcly  canvaJffed  and  debated  in 
all  its  parts  ;  and  without  being 
overwhelmed  by  thofe  extraordi- 
nary prejudices  which  are  now  pre- 
tended, and  without  its  being  fup- 
ported  by  any  powerful  influence^ 
worked  its  way,  by  the  ftrength  of 
its  own  intrinfic  merit,  through 
repeated  divifionis,  untit  it  had 
nearly  arrived  at  the  lail^  ftage  of 
ks  progrefs.  But  at  that  inaufjpi-» 
cious  moment,,  the  minifler  having 
fey  fome  meams  been  rousted  from 
his  flumbcr,  moft  unhappily  re- 
fumed  his  aftiviiy  ;  and  departing 
at  onte  from  that  ncut ralitv  which 
he  had  hitherto  profefTcd,  came 
down  in  all  the  power,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  all  tneinftfumcntsof 
office,  in  order  to  defeat  the  mea- 
fure.^    He  accopdingly  fucceeded 
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io  tkrowiflg  out  tbe^biU ;  but,  as  a 
proof  how  little  prejudice  had  t6 
ido  in  the  bafinefs,  his  majority 
upon  this  occaiioa  was  fo  totally 
(lifproportioned  to  thoic  which  at- 
tended his  fkcps  upon  others,  that  a 
vidory  upon  fuch  terms  fcemed 
foine  ibrt  of  degradation.  It  was 
to  te  acknowledged*  that  the  bill, 
in  itfelfy  was  not  of  much  value, 
and  would  have  afforded  but  a 
fcanty  mesfure  to  Ireland  of  that 
.relief  which  fhc  wanted ;  but  the 
time,  jnanxicr,  and  circumftanc^ 
of  a  favour,  frequently  iLimp  a 
greater  valye  upon  it  than  it  inhe- 
rently po/IeiTes ;  and  the  paiSng  of 
the  bill  at  that  time,  would  evi* 
dently  have  produced  very  happy 
confeqoences,  and,  inaere^tmea- 
fure,  if  not  entirely,  liave  pre- 
vented  all  the  mifchiefs  and  aan-r 
gtTs  which  have  iiuce  taken  place 
with  refpe^  to  that  country.  But, 
on  the  contrary,  when  the  ^pple 
of  Ireland  faw  that  the  mmiit^r 
had  thus  openly  fet  his  face  direA- 
ly  againft  them }  and  found  after, 
that  «very  effort  in  their  favour 
was  rendered  abortive  by  his  influ- 
ence or  management,  until  they 
inw  themfelves  at  length  totally 
abandoned  by  d^eriilng  of  the  Bri-^ 
tifh  parliament  i  it  was  no  wonder 
then  that  they  fliould  become  de- 
fperate ;  and  that  they  ihould  feek 
in  thentielves  for  the  means  of  that 
redreis,  which  they  found  denied 
l^oth  to  favouj-aad  to  juilice.  The 
only  matter  of  admiration  now, 
and  which  does  them  the  higheft 
honour  as  a  people,  is,  that  they 
have  not  yet    proceeded   to  ftill 

freater  extremities,  and  that  their 
emands  are  not  abundantly  more 
exorbitant  than  they  yet  appear. 
But  their  demands  muft  be  rejected 
with  the  fame  decree  of  |<^n)  with 
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which  thofc  of  America  were 
treated,  before  they  can  think  of 
following  that  example. 

Minillcrs,  they  laid',  boaftci^ 
that  the  dillreilbs  of  Ireland  had 
not  originated  with  them.  It 
would  be  readily  admitted,  that  (he 
was  riot  without  grievances,  pre- 
vious to  the  fatal  period  of  their 
adminiftration ;  but  her  immediate 
calamities  (prung  principally  froih 
the  erand  fource  of  all  our  evils 
and  dangers,  from  their  own  Am<:* 
rican  war*  By  that,  Ireland,  like 
England,  lofl  a  valuable  patt  if' 
her  commerce,  with  lefs  ability  to 
fupport  the  lofs  ;  and  the  corrupt 
expences  of  a  feeble  government 
increafedy  as  all  the  means  of  fuD*. 
plying  them  diminiilied^ 

But  if  minifters.  faidthey,  d!d 
not  adminiiter  relief  to  Irelaiid 
themfelves,  th^ymay  with  jaftic« 
boaft,  that  they  inftnjdied  her  ^n 
the  means  of  obtaining  effedual 
rcdrefs.  In  fadt,  they  taught  Irt- 
l:ind  by  example,  from  their  own 
conduct  and  that  of  America,  every 
thin^  fhe  had  to  do.  Tbey  hsid 
'convinced  her,  that  no  extent  ef 
afFeiflion  orfervicc  tothh  country, 
could  entitle  her  either  to  favour 
or  j uftice,  B  ut  they  ihewed  her  at 
the  fame  time,  in  a  ftriking  in-^ 
fiance,  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  a  bold  and  determined  refin- 
ance. They  taught  her  to  di£late 
to  the  crown  and  parliament  of 
England  the  terms  of  their  future 
union.  America,  for  her  revolt, 
had  a  profusion  of  fkvours  heldoot 
to  her.  Every  thing  fhort  of  no- 
minal independency  had  been  of- 
fered. S^ch  was  the  rew:ird  of 
rebellion ,  The  reward  of  loyalty, 
and  of  long  forbearance  under  ac- 
cumulated opprefiion  .nnd  internal 
diftrefs,  fhehadherfelf  juft  exp4- 
[^  ]  3  rien(;ci; 
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rienced^  in  the  refafal  of  fo  fmall 
a  favour  as  the  importation  of  her 
ewn  fugars.  Ireland,  according- 
ly, profited  of  the  example ;  and 
cetermined  not  to  render  vain  the 
.wifdom^  nor  to  difajjpoint  the 
good  intentions  of  roinifters. 

She  alfo  enters  into  her  com-' 
mercial  and  military  ailbciations 


lin  has  hod  her  mob  and  riot,  u 
Well  as  ill-fated  Bofton ;  yet  .nei- 
ther her  port  has  been  ihut  up, 
nor  the  rioters  brought  over  here 
to  be  tried  by  an  Englifli  jury, 
No  alteration  .has  even  taken 
place  in  the  ufual  mode  of  trials 
m  that  country )  their  popular 
meetings   and    popular    elections 


She  alfo,  adhering  ftriftly  to  the    are  not  interrupted ;  no  profcrij)- 

linc  in  all  its  parts,   holds  the    -      ^      »^  ^  ^  a  .t-?- 

faith  and  integrity  of  govcrn- 
.mcnt  in  cxailly  the  fame  degree 

of  contempt,  which  has  been  fo 

long  and  fo  repeatedly  expreffed 

jind    fhewn  by    the    Americans ; 

and  which    indeed  has    hitherto 

prevented,  and  feems  ilill  to  fhut 

out   the  poffibility,    not   only  of 

aijy  reconciliation,    but  even  of 

peace,  with  that  people.  The 
,Irifh  parliament  accordingly,    to 

fli'^vv  her  total  diftruft  of  the  good 
.  fftlth  or  honefty  of  the  Britifli  go- 
vernment, departs  from  her  own 

e.labliihe4  rufes  and  mode  of  ac- 
,  tion,  and  in  Head  of  making  a 
•  provifion  for  two  years  as  qfual, 

palTes  a  ihcrt  money  bill  for  fix 

months  pnly ;  thus  telling  you, 
plain    mercantile    language. 


thav  your  character  is  fo  bad,  that 
you  cannot  be  tr\iAed  for  more 
than  fix  pxontks  credit  ;  and 
pointing  out   at  the   faipe  time, 

.  the  inevitable  confequences  which 
jnuft  immediately  attend  ^your  re- 

.  fufal  to  C'pmply  with  her  de- 
pr^nds. 

1  hus,  faid  they,  Ireland  has 
tllod  up  every  part  of  the  fyflem 
on  her  fide,  but  there  feems  a 
l^range  deficiency  on  that  of  the 
minifters.     They   have  yet   ncg- 

'  leded  to  hurl  the  thunders  of 
the  cabinet  againft  that  kingdom, 
;is  they  had  done  before  againll 
th<  contii^ent  of  America,    I)ub'> 


tion  has  been  ifTued  agamfl  their 
leaders,  nor  has  that  kingdom 
been  declared  out  of  the  king's 
peace;  we  fee  that  Corke  has 
fUll  efcaped  the  flames,  nor  do 
we  hear  that  Waterford  is  yet 
reduced  to  afties.  Whence  then 
this  wonderful  departure  from 
the  grand  American  fyftem  ?  The 
anfwer,  they  faid,  was  plain  and 
obvious.  This  change  of  fyftem 
proceeded  neither  Soxd  lenity, 
humanity,  a  more  enlightened 
'policy,  or  from  any  real  acceifion 
of  wifdom.  It  proceeded  from  the 
tremendous  appearance,  and  the 
real  dangers  ot  the  prefent  awe. 
ful  moment ;  thefe  had  compel^ 
led  infolence  and  arrogance  to 
give  way  to  fear  and  humilia- 
tion. Minifters  were  overpow- 
ered, aghaft,  and  aftonifhed,  in 
the  horrors  of  that  tempeft  which 
they  had  themfelves  raifed ;  and 
this  drove  them  to  fach  lengths, 
as  to  defend,  and  to  reprefent  as 
prqdent  and  conftitutional,  thofc 
things,  which  they  confidered 
as  caufes  of  war  with  America, 
and  \vhich  they  would  confider 
as  ;i^s  of  rebellion  even  in  Eng- 
land. 

In  this  Uwett  and  farcaftic 
manner,  and  with  thefe  bitter 
parallels,  was  the  whole  of  the 
minifters  defence  treated  by  op- 
pofition.  But  no  part  was  hand- 
led ifcith  mere   fpuit,    than    the 
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plea  Jbr  not  dibrding  timely  re- 
lirf  to  Ireland,  becaufe  the  par- 
Iiaiaent  of  that  country  was  not 
thrn  fitting.      As  if  (they  faid) 
tlie   Britifh  legiflature  was  inca- 
pable of  thinking  juftly,  or  aft- 
ing  rightly,  with  rcfjpcd  to  the 
commercial  interefts  or  both  king* 
doms,  until  they  were  illuminat- 
ed by  thofe  beams  of  wifdom  and 
knowledge  which  were  to  be  re* 
fleclcd  on  them  by  the  Iri(h  par- 
liament.     If  the  charge  of  inca- 
pacity was  confined  to  the  minif- 
tcrs,  friends  and  foes,  all  man* 
kind,    they  faid,   would  readily 
concur     in    acknowledging     the 
juftnefs  of  the  application  ;    but 
with  regard  to  the  Britifh  parlia- 
ment, the  reriedion  was  not  only 
uncivil,  but  indeed  conftitnted  a 
Hbel  of  a  Aew  and  fingular  na- 
tur<^.     They  faid,  it  was  entirely 
needlefs  to   take  the    trouble  of 
entering  at  all  into  the  t^ueftion 
relative  to  the  neceffity  of  the  ri- 
{^vg  of  pirliament ;  for  there  had 
been   more  than  fufficient    time, 
between  the  aith  of  May,  when 
the  bufinefs  was  firft  brought  be- 
fore them,  and   the  3d  of  Julyj 
when  the  prorogation  took  place; 
to  have  done  every  thing  that  was 
then  neceflary  with  refpcft  to  the 
ifFair*?  of  Ireland.      But  if  they 
would  not  forward,  why  did  they 
oppofe  the  relief  ?Minifters  them- 
felves,    (aid   thev,   acknowledge, 
that  one  half  o^  what  muft  now 
be  yielded  to  Ireland,  would  then 
have  afforded  fatisfaftion.     What 
atonement  c^n  they  then  make,  t6- 
their  fovereign,  to  parliament,  or  to 
their  country,  for  reducing  them 
to  the  hard  alternative,  of  either 
Sacrificing  the  fupreme  authority 
•f  the   British  legiflature,    by  a 
compelled  eompliancewith  all  the 


demands  of  Ireland,  or  of  being 
driven  to  the  direful  ncceffiiy  of 
opening  another  civil  war,  when 
we  are  already  furcharged  by 
France,  Spain,  and  America  ? 

On  the  other  hand,    the  mi- 
niflry  endeavoured  to  turn  the  ta* 
bles  on  the  oppofition,      Here^ 
faid  they,  is  the  uniform   courfe 
Oppofition  faithfuUv  holds,  with* 
out  any  deviation  from  the  efta* 
blifhed  precedents    of  all    their 
forefathers    in    fa^ion.       Com- 
puliion,  conceflion,   things  done^ 
or  things  left  undone,  are  alike  a 
fubjefl  of  clamour.     If  meafures 
of  vigour  for  fupport   of  autho- 
rity are  adopted,  a  cry  is  raifed 
a£  if  tyranny  were  going  to  be 
eftablifhed.     If,  for  the  fake  of 
peace,  conceilions  are  to  be  made« 
then  the  dignity  of  the  nation  is 
facrificed.  If  meafures  are  prompt 
and  fpirited,  the  miniflry  are  ac- 
cufed  of  precipitation ;    if  they 
are  maturely  weighed  and  confi- 
dcrcd,  then  thff  <iharge  is  timidity, 
irrcfolution,   and  procraftii^ation. 
FindiAg  it   impoffible  to    pleafe 
thefe  gentlemen,  they  would  dif- 
charge    their     confciences,     and 
would  do  what  they  trufted  would 
be  both  pleaiing  and  beneficial  to 
England  and  Ireland,     That,  tl^c 
loyalty  of   that  country  was  too 
clear  to  be  fhaken  by  all  the  en- 
deavours of  faftions  either  there 
or  here ;   although  attempts  were 
hot  wanting,    by  comparing  her 
cafe  to  that  of  America,  to  bring 
on  the  like  ^confufions  in  Ireland 
The  armaments  in  Ireland  were 
folely  direfled  againft  the  com- 
mon enemy  ;  and  they  knew  that 
the*  concefiions  which  would  be 
propofed  (and  they  hoped ^dapt^ 
ed)  in  parliament,  as  they  would 
be  adequate  to  the  necenities  of 
[^  4  frcUndr 
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Ireland,  would  be  ikURfa£lory  to 
kcr  wilhes.  If  they  were  not, 
poth  nations  would  know  who  to 
thank  for  the  confequenccs.  The 
xninifters'had  long  and  inveterate 
prejudices  to  d<*al  with  in  this 
tinf^dom,  which  obliged  them  to 
defer  relief  to  Irefind,  vintil 
England  faw  the  propriety  of  it. 
When  fuch  prejudices  prevailed, 
it  was  neccflary  perhaps  that  fomc 
inf:onveniences  fhoufd  be  felt 
from  the  jprevalencc  of  fimilar 
prejudices  ii^  others,  and  thus, 
that  the  oppofite  paffions  of  men 
iallancing  each  oth^r,  might 
^ring  them  all  at  length  to  rca- 
£)n.  Hi  (lory  confirmed  this  prin- 
ciple ;  and  it  has  been  feldom  or 
ever  known,  that  one  narrow  fclf- 
intereil  in  ftates  has  been  got  the 
better  of,  but  in  the  conflidl  with 
fome  other.  It  would  be  hard  to 
make  the  prcfcnt  roiniflers  anfwer- 
able  for  the  natural  coarfe  of 
things. 

The  debates  w^re  long,  vari- 
ous and  interefling.  All  the  wit, 
ability,  and  eloquence  of  the  op- 
poiition,  wetre  thrown  out  without 
jneafure  or  referve  againil  the  mi- 
Biflers,  On  their  fide,  they  ex- 
«rted  themfelves  much  mo^e 
than  they  had  done  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords.  The  two  great  lead- 
ers and  fpeakers  of  the  oppofi* 
tion  in  that  houfe,  took  a  large 
ftare  in  the  debate,  and  were  2^ 
ufual  di^linguifhed.  The  appear- 
ance of  Mr,  Fox,  after,  his  reco^ 
^cry  from  the  wound  which  he 
had  received  in  the  late  duel,  oc- 
cafioned  by  Something  that  had 
fallen  from  him  on  the  hiH  day 
of  the  feiBon,  afforded  matter  of 
ntuch  general  curiofity  ;  and  that 
incident  feemed  now  to  have  pro- 
^liced  a  iceAOvationj  rather  thaa 


any  detradion  of.  his  former  fjp^r 
rit. 

The  quefbion  being  put  at  half 
af(er  twelve  o'glock,  tne  motion 
was  rejected,  upon  a  diviiion,  by- 
a  majority 'of  173,  to  100, 

An  unexpefted  motion,  , 
made  oft  the  k)l lowing  day  by  ? '  * 
theDukeof  Richmo.^d,  brought  on 
a  confidecable  debate  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords.  The  noble  duke  having 
ftated  the  vad  combination  of  force 
which  wsts  forqied  againft  this 
country,  wh\ch  was  (eft  without 
friend  or  ally ;  the  fufpicious:x>r 
unfavourable  appearance  of  (bme 
powers  who  were  not  in  declared 
enmity,  and  the  total  indiffe-.. 
rence,  at  beil,  of  all  others ;  then 
entered  into  a  detailed  iiatement 
of  our  preient  vaft  military  efta. 
blifhments  by  fea  and  land  | 
which,  iftcluoing  the  late  aug«; 
menution  of  above  20,000  mea 
to  the  land  fo^ce,  would  not  fall 
much  ihort,  he  (hewed  9  in  both 
departments,  of  300,000  mctu 
He  proceeded  to  argue,  that  it 
woald  exceed  the  ability  of  any: 
power  whatever  in  Europe,  to 
fupport,  for  any  continuance. 
this  prodigious  force,  by  fea  ana 
land,  at  the  enormous  expence 
which  it  cheated  to  this  country. 
Without  at  all  taking  into  the  ac- 
count, that  the  commercial  loHes 
of  this  country,  including  ikofa 
of  all  kinds  which  proceeded  from 
the  defeAion  o^  hc^  colonies,  far 
exceeded  in  extent,  what  could 
well  have  iallen  \p  the  lot  of  any. 
.other  ftate. 

He  then  proceeded  to  examine 
the  flAte  of  our  refources,  and 
laid  down  the  adtual  expences  of 
the  war.  He  {hewed,  by  a  num- 
ber of  calculations,  that  if  the 
war  only  continued  to  the  end  of 
a  *       the 
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de  ettfaing  year.  *tiid  was  only 
to  confume  the  provision  whicm 
parliament  was  now  making 
foi  it$  fnpport,  it  woald,  by 
that  time,  complete  an  addition 
from  its  beginning,  of  iixty- three 
millions  to  the  Ibrmer  national 
debt;  the  whole  then  amounting 
to  very  little  fliort  of  two  hundred 
millions.  And,  that  as  the  mi- 
nifter  had  given  on  an  average 
aboqt  6  per  cent  for  the  new 
debt,  the  ftaading  intereft  of  the 
whole,  woald  not  amount  to  lefs 
than  eight  millions  fterling  an^ 
niially;  a  tribntr,  to  the  pay- 
laent  of  which,  all  the  landed 
property  in  England  was  to  be 
for  ever  morteaMi. 

Sach,  he  &id,  would  be  the 
#ate  of  this  country  with  refpeft 
to  its  finances  at  the  clofe  of  the 
following  year;  and  it  would 
only  be  better  by  twelve  milli- 
ons, were  peace  to  be  concladed 
at  the  mfbuit  he  was  fpeaking. 
Under  fi>  raft  a  burthen,  an  ex* 
penditnre  conftantly  increa£agy 
and  wluch  alre^y  exceeded.  Si 
meafure  and  example,  the  moft 
exalt  and  rigid  pnblic  oeconomy^ 
along  with  the  moil  liberal  exer- 
tions of  public  ^jpsrit,  were  abfo- 
ktely  neceffiuy  tor  our  preferva- 
tion.  Our  formidable  neighbour 
and  enemy,  had  fet  us  the  exam- 
ple of  oeoottomy.  Whilft  the  £n- 
^liih  were  bent  down  to  the  earth 
tmder  the  preflure  of  their  bur- 
fhens,  and  the  indu ftry  of  our 
minifter  was  exKanlted,  in  mul* 
tiplying  new  and  vexatious,  but 
onproduAive  objeds  of  taxation, 
France^  through  the  ability  of  her 
jniDifler,  by  a  judicious  reform  in 
the  collection  and  expenditure  of 
her  finances,  had  not  yet  laid  a 


fupport  of  the  war.  How  dif# 
ftrent  was  the  condndl  in  thi* 
country,  InAead  of  any  at« 
tempt  towards  the  pra^ice,  or 
even  any  profefiion  or  pretence  of 
GDConomy*  our  expenditure  was 
fo  iiamefully  Ivnlh,  as  to  fur- 
paft  all  recorded  example  of  wallo 
and  mifmanagement,  in  the  weak^ 
eft  and  moft  corrupt  govemipents. 
Our  afifairs  were  now,  howe* 
ver,  he  faid,  arrived  at  fuch  a 
point  of  diftrefs  and  danger,  ai 
laid  us  under  an  abfolute  neceffi- 

2  of  recurring  to  that  never- 
iling  Ibarce  of  wealthy  cecono- 
my.  We  could  not  otherwife 
hope  to  work  cut  our  national 
faly^tion.  It  muft  begin  fome* 
where,  and  in  f^  tryinr  a  feaibn 
as  the  preient,  he  copfd  not  but 
be  of  opinion,  that  the  example 
ihould  come  from  the  fovereigri« 
It  would  then  have  a  great  an  j 
general  effeft ;  and  he  could  not 
doubt,  that  after  fuch  a  begin- 
ning, there  was  one  of  their  lord-* 
ihips,  who  would  not  chearfully 
rehnquiih   fuch  a  part  of  their 

Jmblic  emoluments,  as  his  ma- 
efty  mi^ht  think  proper  to  re- 
commend. The  example  would 
go  ft^l  farther.  It  would  fprea<l 
through  the  different  departments 
of  the  ibite$  it  would  influence 
the  conduct,  and  excite  the  public 
fpirit  of  individuals ;  and  it  would 
likewife,  in  its  efied,  tend  to  re-* 
ftrain  that  boundlefs  profufion  in 
the  public  expenditure  which  at 
prefent  prevailed.  He  did  not 
wiih  to  abridge  the  crown  of  any 
thing  which  was  neceflary  to  fup- 
port its  fplendour  and  dignity^ 
He  was  certain  his  intended  mo- 
tion could  not  at  all  produce  that 
eifedl.      Parliament  had,   a  few. 


$ngle  tax  oit  hef  people  for  the    years  before^  augmented  |he  civil 
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hit  19  the  caormoat  amount' of 

joo,oooL    a   year.     Mis  motioa 

could  go  no  hxiheji^  in  its  utmoft 

^fumed  extent,  than  to  bring  it 

again  to  that  ftate,  in  which  both 

the  bonour  and  ffiiendouT  of  the 

crown  had  .been  well  fuppofted, 

in  much  Happier  times  and  more 

.profperous  feafons. 

He  accordingly  moved  for  a» 

jKidrels  to  the  following  purport-— 

To^bcfeech  his  majefty  to'rcHcA 

an  the  manifold  diitreitcs  and  dif- 

ikttUie»,  in  which  this,  country 

i^  involved,  and  too  deeply  felt  to 

Aand  in  need  of  enumeration-^ 
To  reprefenf,  that  amidft  .  the 
maty  and  various  matters  that  re- 
ttttirc  reformation:,  and  muH  un^ 

ccrgocorre<5lion,  before  this- coun- 
try can  rife  fuperior  to  its  power- 
ful enemies,  .^e  wafte  of  public 

.treafure  requires  inftant  remedy. 
That  ^ofufion  i»  not  vigour  f  and 
that  u  is  become  indifpenfably 
Bcceni^iry  to  adopt  that  true  csco- 
nomy,  which,  by  reforming  all 
nfelcfa  expences,.  creates  confi- 
dence in  government,  gives  ener- 
gy to  its^  exertions,  and  provides 
the  means  for  their  continua»oP. 

—Humbly  to  fubmit  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  that  a  confiderable  reduc- 
tion of  the  civil  liiK  would  be  an 
example  well  worthy  his  majefty*s 
|iaternal  affef^ioA  for  hi*  people, 
and  his  own  dignity;  could  not 

.fell  of  difFufing  its  influence 
throBgh  every  department  of  the 
Hate,  and  would  add  true  lullre 
to  his  crown,  from  the  grateful 
feelings  of  a  dirtrefl'ed  pcople..«- 
.  And,  to  a^Ture  hi*  ihajefty,  that 
this  Houfe  will  readily  concur  in 
promoting  fo  defirable  a  pnrpofe  ; 
and  that  every  one  of  its  members 
will  chearfuHy  fubmit  to  fuch  re- 
ducUo]^  of  emolument  in  any  oifice 


he  ma3r  hold«   as  his  majefty  in 

his  royal  wifdom  may  think  pro« 
per  to  maker 

The    lords     in    adminiftratxon 
agreed  in  general  with  the  noble 
duke,  as  to  the  reprefentation  of 
public  affairs  which  he  Had  laid 
down  as  the  grounds  of  his  mo- 
tion.   We  were  certainly  involv- 
ed in  a  dangerous  and  expenfvve 
war,  and  obUged  to  contend  with 
one  of  themoft  formidable  confe- 
deracies that    Europe   had    ever 
beheld.     They  likewife  acknowr 
kdged,  that  there  had  been  fome 
want  of  CBConomy  during  the  pre- 
fent  adminiftraiion ;  but  they  ra- 
ther confidered  this  circumi^ance 
as  incident  to  a  date  of  war,  than 
as  being  pecirliar  to  the  miaiilei-s. 
They,   however,   wiihed,    that  a 
more  clear  and  iatisEi^ry  man- 
ner  was    adopted  in   ftating   the 
public   accounts,    and    that    tl\e 
•ftrideft  CBConomy  (honld  be  prac- 
tiied  in  the  pubKc -expenditure. 

But  they  oppofed  the  motion, 
.with  refpedl  to  its  dircft  and  prin- 
cipal objetl,  on  various  grounds ; 
particularly  from  a  con  virion  that 
It  could  not  be  of  any  fenice, 
and  donfidering  it  beiides,  as  be- 
-ing   of    an    improper    tendency. 
The  mode,  they  (aid,  was  totally 
inadequate  to  its  objeft,  of  extri- 
cating us  in  any  degree  from  our 
prefent  difficulties ;   at  the  fsme 
time  that  it  conveyed  a  cenfure 
upon  the  former  proceedings  cf 
that  Houfe,  in  the  augmenfatif-n 
of  the  civil   liiV.     It  was   incon- 
iiftei^t  and  unjuft   to  attempt  to 
withdraw  from  his  majefty  wha: 
had  been  fo  unanimoufly  granted 
to  him  by  parliament.     It  would 
be  paltry  and  mean  to  tax  the  f  i 
laries  of  the  fervants  of  the  crown ; 
and  the  revenue  Co  raiftd  woukl 
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be  triHing,  and  totally  incompe. 
tent  to  any  of  the  great  purpofes 
of  national  expenditure.  If  we 
were  reduced  to  fuch  an  extremi- 
ty of  diftrefs  as  rendered  the  mea- 
furc  indifpenfably  neccffary,  let 
the  contributions  from  the  public 
benevolence  or  fpirit  be  general 
and  optional ;  let  us  follow  the 
exafflpXe  of  Holland  in  fuch  a  fi- 
taation,  where  money  was  receiv- 
ed, widiout  any  fpecification,  in 
the  public  treafuiy,  and  without 
its  being  in  any  degree  account- 
able for. 

Whatever  fyftem  of  ceconomy 
night  be  adopted,  it  Ihould  not 
by  any  means,  they  faid,  begin 
at  the  crown ;  the  fplendour  of 
which  ihould  at  all  events  be 
maintained,  as  including  in  it  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  em- 
pire. CEconomy  ihould  be  direc- 
ted to  the  various  departments 
which  were  conne^'ed  with  the 
public  expenditure,  fo  that  their 
Tcfpedlive  buiinefs  might  be  pru- 
dently and  honeilly  adminiilered» 
They  were  all  interefted  in  fup- 
portxng  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  crown ;  and  they  muil  all  par- 
take in  the  (atisfadion  of  that  in- 
creafe  of  the  royal  family,  which 
incre^Ued  the  neceifity  of  an  am- 
ple revenue.  Were  we  fallen  to 
that  deplorable  and  abje^  ftate, 
to  be  under  a  necefltty  of  publiih- 
ing  to  all  the  world,  that  we 
were  unable  to  continue  that  in- 
come which  we  had  ib  freely 
granted  to  his  majefty?  Such  a 
proceeding  would  fink  and  de- 
grade us  K>  much  in  the  eyes  of 
ail  Europe,  that  inftead  of  afford- 
ing any  benefit,  it  would  be  pro- 
du^ve  of  great  national  preja- 
dvce» 


The  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  law  encountered  the  motion, 
with  all  the  wei|;ht  of  his  owe 
great  natural  abilities,  as  well  as 
with  that  refined  fubtilty  and 
acutenefs  of  argument,  which  may 
in  fome  degree  be  coniidered  i^ 
profeifional.  Heaiked^  whokneir 
of  thofe  diHrefles  which  were  dated 
in  the  motion  ?  How  were  they 
before  the  Houfe?  From  what  in* 
vefKgation  of  their  lordfhtps,  as 
a  houfe  of  parliament,  was  fuck 
arefultdrawn?  Another  aflertion, 
he  faid,  was  furely  of  too  muck 
importance  Co  be  hazarded  ok 
mere  fpeculation.  The  motion 
i^ated  that  **  the  wafte  of  public 
treafure  reqtiired  inftant  remedy.'* 
If  the  fad  were  lb,  the  depart- 
ment  of  government  ought  to  be 
diredly  pointed  out,  in  which  the 
wafte  of  the  public  treafure  lay-; 
otherwife  the  charge  was  unjui^, 
becaufe  it  applied  alike  to  all 
public'  oificts.  If  the  fa6t  were 
not  true,  the  injnftice  was  mani- 
feftly  ftill  greater.  Ne  kind  of 
proof  had  been  oflfered  ;  much 
lefs  had  the  fa£l  been  even  at- 
tempted to  be  eftablifhed  in  par- 
liamentary form.  Such  being  the 
cafe,  he  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe, 
how  far  it  would  be  decent,  how 
far  it  would  be  juft,  to  vote  an  ad- 
drefs,  which,  in  any  part  of  it,  con 
tained  a  general  and  undefined 
chargtf  agamll  the  king's  fervants. 

As  to  the  main  propofitions, 
which  included  the  iubilance  of 
the  motion,  he  objefted  to  the 
want  of  ipecification,  as  he'  did 
to  the  defeA  of  proof  wich  refpeft 
to  the  preceding  affertions.  What 
was  tope  underilood  by  the  words 
cdftfiderahU  riduQimf^  Did  thev 
iigilify  a  moiety,  or  two  thirds 
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of  the  ciyil  lift  ?  What  minillcr 
fould,  under  liich  a  divedion> 
yen  tore  to  give  hh  majeily  any 
counfel,  or  to  explain  to  him 
what  the  Houfe  deiired?  But  lie 
^particularly  reminded  the  lords, 
that  if  the  motion  was  carried,  it 
<^uld  not  enforce  the  advice.  It 
was  no  a6l  of  parliament.  His 
majeily's  civil  Uft,  was  eiUbliihed 
at  its  prefent  amount^  by  a  poll* 
five  a<^t  of  parliament.  He  con- 
cluded by  endeavouring  to  (hew^ 
<hat  the  objeft  of  the  addrefs,  if 
the  words  and  language  of  the 
inotion  fairly  avDwed  its  purpofe^ 
was  both  inexpedient  and  imprac- 
ticable; if  it  were  intended  only 
^s  a  covert  attack  upon  the  mini- 
iters,  and  as  a  means  of  turning 
them  out  of  office,  he  thought  it 
would  be  aore  fair  and  more  ho- 
nourable,  to  come  forward,  in  4 
more  explkit,  a  more  dire^,  and 
a  more  ot>vious  manner. 

The  lords  in  oppofition,  how- 
tvcr,  fupported  the  motion  with 
great  vigour.  The  noble  earl, 
who  had  been  himfelf  the  mover 
of  the  late  addition  to  the  civil 
hft,  ftated  the  reafons,  why  he 
now  thought  a  retrenchment  of 
that  eflablifhment  to  be»  even, 
,  more  neceflTary,  than  he,  at  that 
'fime»  did  its  increafe.  The  times 
were  unhappily  changed;  the  ii- 
tuatioa  of  this  country  was  totally 
diflTerent ;  our  revenue  was  lefTen- 
f d ;  our  refources  greatly  exhauft- 
ed.^  The  immenfe  fums  raifed 
upon  the  people,  were  either  en- 
tirefy  diyertea  from  their  purpofe, 
QT  if  applied,  fquandered  without 
wifdom  or  effect.  With  a  vafl- 
tiktfs  of  fuppl^  before  unheard  of, 
•and  a  prodigious,  but  mifapplied 
and  ill  directed  force,  he  faid, 
4hat  the  coafts  of  this  country  wei;e 


more  CAnofed  and  defencelefs,  and 
her  dependencies  and  commerce  in 
t\ery  p&rt  of  the  world  worfe  pro-, 
tcxted,  than  ever  had  been  known 
iii^any  former  war  whatever.  In 
a  word,  that  our  raifconduft  and 
Hiifgoverjiment  was  fo  glaring, 
that  this  country  excited  either 
the  pity  or  cc?i tempt  of  all  the 
world.  We  were  become  defpi- 
cable  in  the  eyes  of  our  avowed 
eneuFiies,  as  well  as  of  thofe  who 
had  not  yet  declared  theatfelvei 
fuch. 

It  was  only  regretted  on  that 
fide,  that  the  meafure  had  not 
originated  from  the  throne. 
Surely  they  faid,  if  his  majelly 
had  any  real  friends  about  him, 
they  would  rfot  fail  to  have  fug- 
geiUd  a  meafure,  which  would  fo 
effedually  have  conciliated  the 
alFedions  of  all  ranks  of  his  fub^ 
je^ ;  who  admiring  it,  when 
coming  unfought  from  the  father 
of  his  people,  as  an  sl&,  of  the 
higheft  wildom  and  goodnefs^ 
could  never  think  they  had  means 
YttfHcicnt  for  exprefling  their  gra- 
titude. Queen  Anne  had  fet  the 
example,  in  a  war  of  a  far  diffet 
eht  nature  from  the  prefent ;  ihe 
had  the  good  fenfe  or  ^ood  for-t 
tune,  during  all  the  bright  par( 
of  her  reign,  to  Jbe  guided  by 
wife  and  honed  counfeTs  ;  ihe  al-. 
k)ted  ioo,oool.  a  year  of  her  pri- 
vate revenue  to  the  fupport  of  the 
war ;  and  her  civil  lift  was  lower 
by  joo^Qool^  than  the  prefent  efta-^ 
bliHiment. 

Other  lords  on  that  fide  went 
farther.  They  attributed  all  our 
misfortunes  and  calamities,  to  the 
long  increaiing  and  now  prodi- 
gious influence  of  the  c^owi^.. 
They  conHdered  the  augmenta- 
tion of  the  c;vi^  lift,  as  having 
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fKattf  increaiSsd  and  conirmed 
that  influence.  They  faid,  that 
all  temporizing  expedients  to  re- 
Uere  the  people  would  prove  in- 
effednal ;  that  a  reformation  of 
the  coniBtution  was  called  for  i 
that  its  principles  were  perverted ; 
2nd  that  nntil  it  was  reAcMvd  to 
its  native  and  original  parity, 
this  country  could  never  rctover 
its  former  power  and  character, 
rnx  could  any  thing  great  or  de- 
cifive  be  expeded  mm  its  utmoft 
exertions. — A  noble  lord>  in  a 
high  military  office,  declared  his 
concTtrrence  to  the  motion,  pro- 
vided that  it  extended  to  all 
places  under  government :  he 
hid,  that  he  knew  it  was  what 
all  people  expeded ;  that  all  ranks 
ftlt  the  general  calamity,  and 
locked  out  impatiently  for  relief; 
and  that  he  would  ch^ufully  give 
op  the  whole  emoluments  of  his 
own  place  for  the  good  o£  his 
country. 

The  great  and  learned  law  lord 
was  congratulated,  on  his  happy 
ignorance  of  thofe  manifold  pub- 
be  diftreiTes  and  calamities,  of 
which,  every  other  man  in  the 
kingdom,  .they  fatd,  had  too  ien- 
fible  a  knowledge.  He  was  like- 
wife,  ihey  fatd,  the  only  igno-^ 
rant  man  in  the  kingdom,  with 
tefpe^  CO  that  watle  of  the  public 
treafare  which  was  ilaied  m  the 
proposed  addrefs.  The  £»&.  had 
been  charged,  admitted,  or  ac« 
knowiedged,  on  every  fide  of  the 
Hoofe;  and  even  confirmed  bv 
the  declaration  of  a  noble  vil- 
coont  newly  come  into  high  office, 
tbst  the  fa&  was  truly  ftated^ 
Although  it  Could  not  be  difficult 
to  give  to  fads  of  fuch  notoriety 
the  fttlleft  degfee  of  convid^ion, 
jet,  iau  order  te  obtain  the  leara* 
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ed  lord*s  concurrence  t^th  thtf 
more  material  parts  of  the  ad-» 
drefs,  they  would  undertake  t^ 
induce  the  noble  framer,  to  with-* 
draw  thoie  two  pafiages  of  objee- 
tion. 

The  quefttoa  being  at  length 
4>ut,  the  motion  was  rejeded^ 
upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
forty-one,  the  numbers  being  77 » 
to  36 ;  including  ten  proxies  on 
one  fide,  and  three  on  the  other* 
The  minifter  at  *>^  .1 
lengthopenedhispro.  ^^^-  ^^^^' 
nontions  for  atfordine  relief  t« 
Ireland,  in  the  Hou(e  of  Con<* 
mons.  They  were  three  in  num-* 
her,  and  went  to  the  lbllowin|f 
articles.— To  the  repeal  of  thofe 
lawr,  which  prohibit  the  exporta* 
tion  of  Irifh  manufaiflarcs,  made 
of  or  mixed  with  wool,  and  wool 
flocks,  from*  Ireland  to  any  part 
of  £urope.«^That  fo  much  of  the 
aA  of  19th  George  IL  as  prohi-^ 
bits  the  importation  of  giafs  inter 
Ireland,  except  of  Briti&  dianu^ 
faAure,  or  to  export  glafs  front 
that  kingdom,  be  repeal^. —w 
And,  that  Ireland  be  futfered  to 
carry  on  a  trade  of  export  aiiid  im- 
port, to  and  from  the  Britifh  co^ 
K>nie9  in  America  and  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  her  fettkmetfts  on 
the  coafb  of  Africa^  fubjed  tm 
fuch  limitations,  regulation's,  re-^ 
ftridions,  and  duties,  as  the  par- 
liament of  Ireland  ihall  impoie. 

The  nobie  lord  ilatca,  in  a 
fpeech  of  confideraUe  length,  and 
of  equal  ability  axid  knowledge 
of  the  fubjeA,  the  propriety  aiid 
jilftice,  as  well  as  the  «eceffity, 
of  a  Abrding  relief  to  Irekird  (  and 
entered  fully  iifto  the  claims  of 
that  country,  as  jwell  with  refoed 
to  her  natural  aqd  inherent  rights, 
as  to  thofe  aiifiiig  from  her  parti- 
cular 
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cular  conheftion  with  Great  Bn-^ 
tain.  He  likewife  expatiated 
largely  on  the  mntaal  and  rcfpec- 
five  interefb  of  both  countries ; 
and  very  happily  colleded  into 
one  point  of  view  almoft  all  thofe 
queinons  of  commerce  and  policy, 
which  we  have  already  feen  agi^ 
tated  upon  the  fubjeSL  Inde^» 
it  would  not  have  been  eafy  at 
prefent  to  difcover  much  new 
ground,  upon  the  general  quef- 
tions  of  right,  juftice,  or  recipro- 
cal advantage,  whatever  might  be 
derived  from  expedience  or  imme* 
diate  ncceffity.  Such  was  the  hap« 
py  temper  now  prevailing,  that 
the  rcK>lutions  were  agreed  to 
without  the  fmallefl  oppofition. 
Soi6e  (hort  difcourfe  of  the  nature 
formerly  related;  fome  reproach 
lor  delay  ;  and  fome  doubt  of  the 
complete  efiicacy  of  any  thing 
which  could  be  done  in  the  pre- 
fent  circumHances  to  give  com* 
piete  fatisftdion,  was  the  whole 
of  what  paiTed  on  a  fubjed^  which 
would  formerly  have  agitated, 
poilibly  convulfed  the  whole  em- 
pire. But  the  late  great  revolu- 
tion had  rendered  ^ycry  change 
eafy*  Bills  founded  on  the  two 
iiril  propofitioRs,  were  according- 
ly brought  in,  paiTed  both  houies 
with  the  utmoft  facility,  and  re- 
ceived the  royal  afTent,  before  the 
recefs»  The  third,  being  more 
complex  in  its  nature,  requiring 
a  variety  of  enquiry,  and  bein^ 
fubjed  to  feveral  limitations  ana 
conditions,  was  fuffered  to  lie 
over  the  holidays  in  its  prefent 
ftate.of  an  open  proportion  ;  not 
only  to  affora  time  for  confidera- 
tion  here,  but  for  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  the  eiPed  which  the 
meafure  would  produce  in  Ire- 
Und« 


The  vaft  fums  which  were 
charged  to  the  extraordinaries  of 
the  army^  and  which  every  year 
became  (lill  more  enormous,  had 
long  been  a  fubjed  of  complaint 
with  the  oppoiition  in  both  houfear 
of  parliament ;  who  had  likewife, 
from  time  to  time,  made  various 
ineiFedual  attempts  to  reArain 
them  within  fome  defined  limits. 

Although  the  bixfinefs  feemed 
more  properly  to  appertain  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  yet  the  for- 
mer failure,  or  prefent  hopelefnefs 
of  fucceis  there,    probably   were 
the    motives   wliich  induced   the 
Earl  of  Shelburnc  to  bring         , 
it  now  forward  before  the      ^ 
lords,  who  were  accordingly  fam- 
moned  for  the  purpofe.     He  in^ 
troduced  his  motion  by  entering 
into  an  ample  difcuilion  of  its  fub- 
jed, and  by  ^  accurate  compa- 
rative eftimate  of  the  extraordina- 
ry   military  vfcrvices    of   former 
reigns,  and  of  the  prefent.     On 
this  ground  he  ftated  a  number  of 
curious  and  interefling  fads.     He 
(hewed  that  the  extras  of  King 
William's  reign,  when  a  war  was 
carried  on  in  Flanders,  Ireland, 
and  the  Weft  Indies,  did  not  ex- 
ceed, in  the  highefl  year  of  the 
revolution  war,  ioo,oooL  That  in 
the  next,  the  fucceffion  war,  which 
we  maintained  in  Germany »    on 
the  banks  of  the  Danube,  in  Flan* 
ders,  Spain,   the  Mediterranean, 
North  America,  and  the  Weft  In- 
dies,   the  extras  never  exceeded 
200,oool.     And,  that  in  the  RtH 
war  of  the  late  king,  waged  ^vith 
France  and  Spain  jointly,    they 
did  not,  in  any  one.  year,  exceed 
400»oool. 

That  during  the  late  war,    the 

mofl  exteniiye,  and  alfo  the  moH 

expenfive,  in  which  this  country 
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lad  ever  been  engaged,  the  ex* 
trarrdinrarips   of    the  year    1757, 
were  oaly  8oo,oool.  while  thofe 
ti  1777,  amoanted  to  i  ,200,000!. 
befides  a  miilicn  granted  for  the 
trAnfportiervke;  thus,  upoa  th^ 
whole,  exceeding  two    millions^ 
That  the  higheft  year  of  th«  late 
war,  that  of  1762,  when  our  arms 
were  triumphant  in  every  quarter 
of  the  glebe;  when  we  fuppoiKed 
60,000  men    in   Germany,    be- 
£(ies  viflctions  armies  in  North 
America,  the  Britifli  and  French 
Weft  Indies,  the  Eaft  Indies,  in 
Portugal,  on  the  coaft  of  France, 
and  at  the  redndion  of  the  Ha- 
raoaaJi,  the  whole  of  the  extras 
did  not   exceed    two    millions ; 
whereas  ■  the    two    laft    defenfive 
ciinpaigns  would  be  found,  when 
the  accounts  of  the  latter  of  the 
two  were  made  up,  to  amount  to 
the  enormous  Aim  of  apwards  of 
three  millions  each.     And  that 
the  extra  military  churees  in  the 
lail  four  years,  during  the  greater 
part  of  which  the  conteli  was  con- 
fined to  the  Americans  only,  would 
be  found  to   amount  to   a  fum, 
very  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  ex- 
ppfiditure  of  the  firft  four  years  of 
King  WilUam's,  and  fully  equal 
to  the  two  &Tik  years  of  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough's  campaigns. 

He  then  proceeded  to  llate  and 
explain  the  caufes,  to  which  he 
attributed  the  monftrous  difpro- 
portion  between  the  prefent  mi- 
iitary  extraordinaries,  and  thofe 
cf  any  farmer  period.  In  this  cu 
nous  and  particular  detail  he 
ftated,  that  only  one  contrador 
hid  been  employed  in  the  laft  war 
for  the  fupply  of  the  forces  in 
America ;  but  that  the  minifler 
tad  fplit  the  prefent  contrail  into 
twelve  parts,  in  or^er  to  make  a 


return  to  fo  numy  of  his  friend* 
for  the  ferviccs  which  he  receivedl 
from  them  at  home.  That  in  the 
former  inftance,  the  fole  contrac* 
tor.  Sir  William  fiaker,  was 
bound  to  furnilh  provifions  on 
the  fpot,  in  Ameri/ca,  at  iixpenocf 
a  ration ;  whereas  the  prefent  con^ 
tradors  were  only  to  deliver  ra- 
tions at  the  fame  price  in  Corke  ; 
lb  that  the  whole  freight,  in* 
furance,  xifque/  and  all  other 
poffible  expences,  were  taken  ouc 
of  the  pockets  of  the  public,  and: 
put  into  the  pockets  of  the  mini- 
fter's  contrading  friends*  Prom 
which,  and  horn  a  variety  of 
other  fpecified  inftances  of  mifma- 
nagement,  he  pledged  himfelf  10 
the  proof,  that  every  ration  now 
delivered  in  America^  fiood  tlie 
public  in  two  fhiUings,  inftead 
of  fixpence  which  they  00ft  in  the 
hiSt  war. 

He  went  the  whole  round  of 
contrails  in  this  courfe ;  and  while 
he  treated  the  conduct  of  the  nU 
niiter  without  mercyv  he  was  no-' 
thing  more  fparing  of  the  con- 
trz€tors.  He  paid  particular  at- 
tention to  the  fuppofed  fiavourite 
of  the  minifter  in  that  line.  That 
man,  hefaid,  notwithftanding  his 
reprobation  in  parliament,  and  his 
detection  in  the  moil  glaring  tat* 
pofition  on  the  public,  had  am- 
tra£ls  given  him  in  the  years  1777J! 
and  1778,  to  the  amount  of 
1,300,000];  and  probably,  his 
contrails  in  the  preceding  year, 
(the  accounts  of  which  were  not 
yet  delivered  in)  far  exceeded 
thofe  in  cither  of  the  two  former. 
He  was  exceedingly  fevere  on  the 
conduct  of  the  mintfter  with,  this 
fuppofed  favonrite  contraAor.  Nor 
did  he  pafs  over  the  Gold,  or 
Bullion  contraftor,  through  whofc 

hands^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Sol     ANNUAL   RfeGtSTKk,    t78di 


bands  y  he  faid,  no  lefs  than  three 
millions  feven  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  in  ipecie  had  been  tranf* 
jnitted  to  America,  and  for  which 
a  iingle  voucher  had  not  been  pro* 
dttcedk  That  immenfe  fami,  he 
laid,  had  been  written  off  in  thirty 
or  forty  lines*  without  any  ac-> 
county  or  fpecification  whaitever, 

'forty  thoufand  pounds  in  one  line, 
twenty  in'  another*  and  thirtv  in  a 
third.  When  it  was  rememDered 
that  the  tranfport  fervice,  efd-^ 
aance*  provilipnsy  ftores*  pay, 
new  appointments,  and,  in  a 
word,  every  item  of  expence  that 
could  be  thought  of,  were  all  fe- 
berately  provided  for,  and  each 
brought  to  account  under  its  pro- 
jper  Head,  it  mnft  furely  puza^e  the 
hioft  quick  and  fertile  genius* 
even  to  guefs,  in  what  manuer, 
^r  to  vdiat  ufe,  this  enormous  fum, 
of  nearly  four  millions,  could 
have  btfea  applied. 

After  going  over  a  vaft  quan- 
tity and  great  variety  of  AslU 
ter  relative  #td  the  fubjea*  he 
^ened  his  views  more  particu- 
larly  with  refpe^l  to  his  intended 
motions.  He  faid  that  an  uncen* 
ilitutional,  miniilerial  influence, 
had  ufuf  ped  the  regal  prerogative* 

.  Which  it  was  now  become  abfo« 
lut<;ly  fieceftary  to  crufh  for  the 
falvation  of  this  country*  That 
this  mifchief  arofe  principatly  from 
the  opp<!^tunity,  now  attbi'ded  in 
k  greater  dejgr^e  than  ever  to  the 
lirS  lord  or  the  treafury,  of  ex- 
pending millions  of  the  public 
Inoney  without  account*  and  con- 
fequently  without  (Economy.  And, 
that  as  the  army  extraordinaries 
Afforded  the  moft  unlimited  means 
to  the  minifter,  for  the  propaga- 
tion and  fuppoft  of  that  fatal  lyf- 
tem  of  influence  and  corruption. 


he  would  make  that  lavifli  head  oF 
expenditure,  the  firfl  and  great 
objed  of  his  enquiry  and  cenfure. 

He  accordingly  moved  his  fif  A 
refolutiott  to  the  following  pur- 
port,-^that  the  alarming  additiod 
annually  making  to  the  prefent 
enormous  national  debt>  under  the 
head  of  extraordinaries,  incurred 
in  the  different  fervices*  requires 
immediate  check  aiid  controuh 
The  increafiAg  the  public  expence 
beyond  the  grailts  of  parliament,, 
being  at  ill  times  an  invafion  of 
the  fundamental  rights  of  pai'lia- 
ment;  and  the  utmoft  o^conomy 
being  indifpeniibly«  neceffary,  in 
the  prefent  reduced  and  deplora^ 
ble  ftat6  of  the  landed  and  mer^ 
cantile  intereft  of  Gr^at  BHtaiii 
and  Ireland. 

The  defence  on  part  of  the  mi- 
ttiiby  was  extremely  (hort  and 
4ry*  It  is  Hot  clear,  whether 
this  arofe  from  fome  difapre^ment 
between  the  miniftefs,  i^ich  did 
not  permit  them  to  be  much  dif- 
pleaied  with  the  arraignment  of  a 
condu^^  in  which  none  in  that 
Hottfe  was  oflicially  concerned ; 
or  wJiether  at  the  time,  they  were 
not  fufliciently  inftru^d  m  thfl 
ftate  6(  the  queflion  to  anfwer  to 
It  fully.  Whatever  was  the  caufe^ 
the  chancellor  feeinjg  no  likeli- 
hood  of*  a  debate,  afurr  waking  a 
corifiderable  time,  proceeded  at 
length  to  put  the  aueflioh^  This 
cal&d  up  a  noble  auke  in  the  op- 
pofition,  who  expreffed  the  utmoit 
aftortifliment  and  indignation,  that 
miilifters  fhould  venture  to  fit  flilf 
under  fucH  charge-s,  without  %ri 
attempt  at  anfwer  or  defence*^  A 
noble  earl  likewife,  who  had  late- 
ly fucceeded  to  his  feat  in  that 
Hottfe,  declared,  that  during  fif- 
teen years  he  bad  &t  in  the  other^ 
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I  ne  had  never  (een  a  quelUon  of 
Tech  importance  treated  with  in- 
difference or  filcncc,  or  what  was 
full  as  bad,  with  feme  feeble  at- 
tempt which  meant  nothing,  and 
kcmcd  intended  to  mean  no- 
thing. 

This  at  length  drew  out  (bme 
vindication  of  the  charaflf  r  of  the 
noble  miniftet  in  the  other  Houfe; 
who  was  faid  to  be  clean  handed 
in  the  moll  eminent  degree ;  and 
who  would  go  out  of  office  in  a 
ftatc  of  poverty,  if  it  were  to  hap- 
pen on  the  following  day.  They 
chieiiy  relied  on  the  defeat  of 
proof  to  fuppdrt  the  fafts  or 
charges ;  that  the  inotion  reverfed 
the  order  of  things  ;  it  proceeded 
to  punilhment  before  it  conviAed, 
and  was  therefore  prepofterous ; 
that  every  part  of  the  public  ex- 
penditure was  already  fubjefl  to 
check  and  cohtroul  at  the  exche- 
cjuer.  That  fuch  enquiries,  and 
fo  condu£led»  would  be  in  fa6l  to 
eilablifli  a  new  committee  of  fafe- 
ty,  and,  Under  ipretences  of  cor- 
retHng  the  abufes  of  adrainiftra- 
tion,  would  tend  to  the  fubver- 
i!on  of  the  conftitution ;  that  we 
Aerebefides  engaged  in  a  great  war 
*nd  muft  not  ftarve  it ;  if  a  pro- 
per confidence  was  not  placed  in 
our  commanders,  it  could  hot  at 
all  be  carried  on  ;  artd,  that  the 
principal  precedent  brought  to 
ihew  the  formeh  interference  of 
parliament  on  fitnilar  occafions, 
was  drawn  from  the  fcandalous 
adminiib-ation  of  the  year  171 1, 
which  fliottld  alone  be  a  fufficierit 
motive  for  reprobating  the  prefent 
tooiion. 

It  was  accordingly  rcjedled, 
npon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
81,  including  21  proxies,  to  41, 
iadading  four  proxies;  being  as 
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nearly  two  to  one,  as  it  was  poiUble 
without  b'^ing  quite  fo. 

The  noble  earl,  after  the  dlvi- 
Hon,  having  informed  the  Houf« 
of  the  purport  of  his  fecond  in- 
tended propofition,  whicH  went  to 
the  appointment  of  a  committee 
for  enquiring  into  the  feveral  parts 
of  the  public  expenditure,  and 
confideriiig  what  reduiflions  or 
favings  could  with  confiftency  be 
made,  then  moved,  that  it  Ihould 
be  taken  into  confideration  on  the 
8  th  of  the  following  February, 
which  was  agreM  to. 

The  rejeftion,  however,  of  his 
firft  motion,  together  with  that 
of  the  Duke.'of  Richmond's,  on 
the  7th  inftant,  fcrved  much  to 
increafe  the  public  diflatisfailion, 
which,  whether  with  or  without 
reafoh,  did  now,  much  more  than 
at  any  former  period,  certainly 
prevail  without  doors,  and  to  give 
ftrcngth  and  confirmation  to  that 
opinion  which  was  alfo  very  gene- 
rally prevalent,  that  no  nope  of 
obtaining  redrefs  now  remained, 
until  fuch  meafures  were  purfued 
by  the  people  at  large,  as  would, 
by  diffolving  that  unnatural  com- 
bination which  was  charged  to 
fubfill  between  miniflers  and  the 
reprefentative  body,  reftore  the  an - 
tient  dignity,  and  the  former  ener- 
gy af  parliament.  Thanks  from 
the  city  of  London  were  voted  to 
the  noble  duke  and  earl  for  their 
pad  motions,  accompanied  with 
tlie  fill  left  approbation  of  that  an- 
nounced for  the  8th  of  Febrnary, 
and  an  afTurancc  of  every  con  ft  i- 
tutional  fupport  in  their  power, 
to  thofe  Tieceftary  plans  of  re- 
formation propofed  by  them.  The 
bufinefs  was  likewife  foon  adopt-* 
cd  in  the  counties ;  arfd  from  this 
tune  that  fpirit  of  reformation  be- 
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fan  to  appear,  which  we  have 
nee  fccn  produce  fo  many  meet- 
ings, atfociations,  and  projefts  in 
almoft  all  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
though  with  different  degrees  of 
jvarmth,  and  different  extent  of 
objedls,  for  corredling  the  fup- 
pofcd  vices  of  government,  and 
for  reftoring  the  independency  of 
parliament.  The  city  of  London 
likewife  fent  feparate  letten  of 
thanks  and  acknowledgement  to 
all  the  lords  who  had  voted  in  fup- 
port  of  the  two  pa  ft  motions,  in- 
cluding his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  whofe  name 
appeared  at  the  head  of  the  mino- 
rity on  the  laft  divifion  ;  thefe 
letters,  with  their  refpeftive  an- 
fwers,  were  publiftied  in  moll  of 
the  papers  at  that  time. 

It  was  on  the  very  day  of  Lord 
Shelburne*s  motion,  that  Mr. 
Burke  opened  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  fuch  parts  as  it  was 
yet  thought  fitting  and  neceflary 
to  expofe,  of  that  celebrated  plan 
of  public  ceconomy,  and  attempt 
towards  a  reform  or  leffcning  of 
corrupt  influence,  which  after- 
wards afforded  fo  many  fubjetls 
of  parliamentary  difcuffion,  and 
was,  for  a  lolig  time,  an  objeft 
of  fo  much  general  admiration. 
He  likewife  gave  notice,  that  he 
would  bring  on  the  bufinefs  as 
foon  after  the  holidays  as  poffible; 
and  amid  ft  a  variety  of  obferva- 
tions  and  arguments,  to  cmorce 
the  propriety,  expediency,  and 
neccflity  of  tlic  propofcd  mrafure, 
'particularly  alluded  to  the  bufi- 
nefs then  carrving  on  in  the  other 
Houfe.  '         • 

He  faid,  that  the  dcfire  of  re- 
formati'^n  operated  every  where, 
but  where  it  ought  to  operate 
molt  llron;;ly,  in  that  Houfe.  That 
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the  propofitions  which  had  been 
lately  made,   and  were  that  day 
making,  in  the  other  Houfe,  al- 
though highly  laudable  in  them- 
felves,    were  no  fcfs  than  a  re- 
proach to  that  in  which  he  fate. 
To  them,  who  claimed  the  ex- 
clulive  management  of  the  public 
purfe,    all    interference     of    the 
lords,  in  their  peculiar  province, 
was,    at   leaft,    a    reproach.     It 
might  be  fomething  worfe  ;  for, 
if  the  lord:  fhouid  affume  or  ufurp 
•  the    performance   of  a   duty   of 
theirs,  which  they  negledled,  they 
would  be  fupported  in  an  ufurpa* 
tion  which  was  become  neceffary 
to  the  public.      Privileges   were 
loft  by  negleft,  as  well  as  bv  abufe. 
That  old  parliamentary  forms  and 
privileges    were    no    trifles,     he 
would  freely  grant';  but  the  na- 
tion  called  for  fomething    more 
fubftantial  than  the  very  beft  of 
them :    and    if   form    and    duty 
muft    be    feparated,    they  would 
prefer  the  dutjr  without  the  fornir 
to  the  form  without  the  duty.    If 
both  lords  and   commons   fhouid 
confpire  in    a   neglecl  of   duty, 
other  means,  ftill  more  irregular 
than  the  interference  of  the  lords 
might  be  now  conlidered,  would 
be  undoubtedly  reforted  to;  for, 
he  conceived   the  nation  would, 
fomc  way  or  other,  have  its  bufi- 
nefs done;   or  othcrwifc,  that  it 
could  not  much  longer  continue 
to  be  a  nation. 

Other  arguments,  on  different 
grounds,  but  tending  to  the  fame 
object,  will  appear  in  their  proper 
place.  A  noble  lord,  of  a  family 
highly  comldcred  for  its  conftitu- 
lional  principles,  and  who  always 
dr.i'.vs  great  attention  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  where  he  is  looked 
on  as  a  leader  of  the  Whigs,  de- 
clared^ 
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daredy  that  Mr.  Burke  had  com- 
municated  his  plan  to  him»  fo  far 

I       as  it  was  y«t  perfed^ed ;  and  that 

I  it  not  only  met-  with  his  wanneil 
approbation,  bpt  that  he  was  con- 
vinced (from  reafonings  and  fads 
which  he  Hated,  tending  to  (hew 
the  public  difbeiTes  and  expeAa- 
tions)  thatit  was  become  abfolatcly 
Decenary  that  fomething  of  the  kind 
fliould  be  done,  in  order  to  remove 
the  prefcnt  diffatisfaftions,  by 
meetm^  the  wifhes  of  th^  people. 
He  had,  however,  told  his  honour- 
able friend  at  the  time,  that  al- 
though he  highly  approve^  of  his 
plan, .  wiihed  it  all  pofllble  fuccefs, 
and  was  fully  feniible  that  fome  re- 
medy of  the  fort  was  carneftly  ex- 
peded  by  the  public  from  that 
houfe,  and  more  particularly  from 
his  fide  of  it,  yet  he  much  doubt- 
ed, whether  parliament  had  virtue 
enough  at  that  time  to  bring  fo 
right  a  meafure  to  perfection. 
A  gentleman,  from  the  northern 

I  part  of  the  united  kingdom,  dillin- 
guifhed  for  his  candour,    temper, 

j  and  moderation  in  oppofition,  de- 
clared on  his  confcience  he  was 
firmly  perfuaded,  that  the  undue 
influence  of  the  crown  was  the  true 
caufe  of  the  mifchievous  origin, 
the  dclh-udlivc  progrefs,  the  ab- 
furd  condttd,  and  the  cbflinate 
profecntion,  without  view  or  hope, 
of  the  accurfed  American  war  ; 
which  was  now  univerfally  felt,  and 
generally  acknowledged,  as  being 
in  itfclf  the  caufe  of  all  the  other 
misfortunes  of  Great  Britain,  and 
particularly  of  the  prefcnt  naval 
greatncfs  of  the  hou(e  of  Bourbon. 
He  faid,  that  from  the  cordial  af- 
feftion  he  bore  to  his  fovereign,  he 
felt  himfelf  bound,  fo  far  as  he  was 
able,  to  remove  that  evil.  He 
thought  himfelf  bound  to  it  by  his 


faith,  by  his  allegiance,  and  by 
the  facrcd  oath  he  had  taken  to  his 
majefty.  By  that  facred  bond  and 
indiflbluble  obligation,  he  was 
compelled  to  do  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  fecure  the  liability  of  the 
throne.  •*  This  influence  ftiakes 
"  it  J  it  may  fubvert  it;  and  no- 
•"  thing  can  be  undertaken  more 
*'  worthy  of  a  good  fubjefl,  than 
"  to  remove,  in  time,  this  means 
*'  of  mifchief  and  danger  to  the 
."  king." 

Upon  this  difcourfe,  Mr.  Fox, 
who  was  juft  come  in  from  the 
Houfeof  Lords,  faid,  that  the  firft 
men  in  the  kingdom,  the  iirft  in 
abilities,  the  firft  in  cftimatinn, 
were  then  libielling  that  houfc. 
Every  inftance  they  gave,  (and  the 
inftances  he  faid  were  many  and 
ftrong)  of  uncorredled  abufe,  with 
regard  to  public  money,  was  a  di- 
red  libel  on  that  houfe.  Every  ar- 
gument they  ufed  for  the  rcduclion 
of  prodigal  expence,  and  their  ar- 
guments were  various  and  unun- 
fwerabl^,  v/as  a  libel  on  that  houfe. 
Every  thing  they  ftatcd  on  the 
luxuriant  growth  of  corrupt  infjj- 
encc,  (and  it  was  never,  he  fiid, 
half  lb  flourifhing)  was  a  moft  fe- 
vere  and  direct  libel  on  that  houfe. 

But  that  houfe,  he  faid,  would 
be  brought,  by  proper  means,  to 
wipe  oft'  all  thofc  imput::tions. 
The  people  had  for  a  long  time 
been  flow  and  torpid.  They  had^ 
however,  at  length,  been  quicken- 
ed by  their  feelings  to  a  fcnfe  cf 
their  fituation  and  fufFerings.  Pie 
acccrdcl  v%'ith  the  opinion  of  a 
noble  lord,  that  there  was  not  vir- 
tue enough  within  them  walls,  to 
go  through  v/ith  the  plan  of  re- 
formation which  his  honourable 
friend  had  to  propofe.  But  the 
virtue  of  neccffity  would  at  laft  ani- 
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mate  the  people;  and,  through 
them,  it  would  likewife  animate 
and  correel  that  houfe.  The  vir- 
tue of  necefiity.  Aire  in  its  prin- 
ciple, and  irrcliftible  in  its  opera- 
tion, was  an  efl'edual  reformer.  It 
awakens  late  ;  but  it  calls  up  many 
other  virtues  to  its  aid  ;  and  their 
joint  exertion  will  infallibly  bear 
down  the  greateft  force,  and  will 
infallibly  diffipatc  the  ftrongeft 
combination,  that  corrupt  men 
have  ever  formed,  or  can  ever  form 
again  ft  them. 

He  applauded  the  fentlment  of 
the  gentleman  who  Ipoke  juil  be- 
fore him,  that  his  duty  and  alle- 
giance to  the  king  were  ftrong  mo- 
tives with  him,  for  wifhing  fucccfs 
to  the  prefent  propofition.     Thefe 
motives,   he  (aid,  mull   undoubt- 
edly operate  in  the  fame  manner 
with  every  good  fubjccl.     Could 
the  king,  he  faid,  poffibly  enjoy 
the  afFeclion  and  confidence  of  his 
people,    when    his    intereft    was 
wholly  dilTociated  from  theirs,  and 
put  upon  a  bottom  perfectly  fepa- 
rate  ?  It  is  but  one  and  the  fame 
principle,  which  cements  friend- 
Ihip  between  man  and  man  in  fo- 
ciety,  and  which  promotes  afFedlion 
between  king  and  fubjeft :  namely, 
til  at  they  lliare  but  one  fortune  ; 
that  they  flourilh  by  the  fame  prof- 
perity,  and  are  equal  fufterers  by 
the  fame  diftrefs ;  that  the  cala- 
mity of  the  people  is  the  depreflion 
of    the    prince.    ,  On    any   other 
terms,  there  can  be  no  fympathy 
between  men  in  any  'relation   of 
life. 

He  c.'^ncludcd  by  hoping,  that 
his  honourable  friend  would  add 
perfcicrancc,  to  the  diligence  and 
ability  v/hich  he.  had  alrcf.dy  em- 
ployed, in  his  plan  for  leffening 
the  public  cxpeuces,  and  for  re- 


ducing the  ruinous  influence  of  the 
crown  ;  and  that  all  men  who  had 
an  inte'reft  in  their'  country,  who 
profeffed  a  zeal  for  her  welfare,  a 
regard  for  the  honour  of  parlia- 
ment, and  an  aiFe£iion  for  the  con- 
ftitution,  would  now  have  but  one 
mind,  and  heartily  unite,  in  pro- 
moting 2  meafure  fo  hig;hly  ufeful, 
and  at  this  time  fo  abfolutely  ne* 
ceffary. 

While  the  fcheme  of  reformation 
was  thus  warmly  patronized  and 
commended  by  theoppofition,  and 
drew  out  no  fmall  fhare  of  praife 
and  applaufe  to  its  author  from  all 
fides  of  the  houfe,  the  minifter  was 
totally  filent ;  an  appearance  of  in- 
difference, which  did  not  pafs 
without  fome  fevere  comments  from 
his  adverfaries. 

The  elUmates  of  the  army,  and 
the  augmentation  of  the  land  force, 
had  (as  ufual  of  late)  drawn  out 
much  debate,   cenfure,  and  fome 
attempts  at  particular  enquiry,  in 
the  Hou  fe  of  Commons.   The  efli  - 
mates  of  the  ordnance  likewife, 
which   amounted  to   the  fum    of 
1,049,0001.  and  exceeded  the  e.y- 
pence  of  the  preceding  year  by 
132,0001.  afforded  room  for  ani- 
madverfion  and  conteft.     On  thefe 
occaiions,  much  extraneous  mat- 
ter, relative  to  the  conducl  of  the 
commander  in  chief  of  tlie  army, 
the,  allcdged,  negledled  and  dan- 
gerous ftate  of  Plymoudi,  and  tlie 
general  means  of  national  defence 
adopted  through  the  fummer,  was 
repeatedly  brought  up.     In  other 
refpefts,  the  matter  of  argument, 
of  charge  and  defence^  as  well  as 
the  ifiue  in  all  cafes,  were  fuch  as 
we  Ijave  had  already  more  occafions 
than  one  of  Hating. 

Such  were  the  grounds  of  de- 
bate, and  fuch  the  ftate  of  the  w:u-- 
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fare  between  tHe  contending  par- 
ties, previous  to  the  Chriftmas  re- 
cefi.    Every  thing  feemed  diredlly 


to  lead  to  the  extraordinary  events 
which  diftinguiflied  the  remainder 
or  the  feffion. 


CHAP. 


V. 


Cvafy  nuetings,  petitions,  and  affeciatfxtns,  York  leads  the  tvay^  Great 
mttting  at  that  city.  Committee  appointed.  Some  account  of  the  peti" 
tmfrom  that  county,  /which  hecomes  a  model  to  others.  Sir  George  Sa^ 
*i'iiU prejents  the  petition /rem  the  county  of  York,  Debates  on  that  fub- 
jcd,  Jamaica  petition  prefented,  Mr,  Burke^s  plan  of  aeconomical  re^ 
form.  Bills  brought  in  upon  that  fyftem.  Earl  of  Shelburne^s  motion 
(purfuoMt  to  the  notice  grven  before  the  recefs)  for  a  committee  of  both 
h^ufes,  to  enquire  into  the  public  expenditure.  Motion  feconded  by  tht 
Earl  of  Coventry,  Oppofed,  Debates.  StriHures  with  refpeB  to  the 
county  meetings  and  petitions.  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  explains  the  caufes 
of  bis  refignation.  Strictures  on  the  conduB  of  a  noble  lord  at  the  head 
tf  a  great  department.  Motion  reje&ed  upon  a  di*viJion%  IJnufual  Jlrengtb 
jhewn  by  the  oppofition  on  this  divifeon. 


THE  bnfinefs  of  public  meet- 
ings, of  petitions  to  par- 
lijiaent^  and  of  aiTociations  for 
thcredrefs  of  grievances,  was  com- 
nenced  during  the  recefs ;  and 
the  adoption  of  thefc  means  for 
procuring  a  reform  in  the  executive 
departments  of  the  ftate,  not  only 
became  foon  very  general,  but  the 
minds  of  the  public  being  agitated 
and  warmed  by  thefc  meetings,  the 
views  of  many,  and  thofe  perfons 
tf  no  mean  weight  and  confe- 
quencc,  wer«  extended  ftill  far- 
ther ;  and  they  gradually  began  to 
confider,  that  nothing  lefs  than  a 
reform  in  the  conftitution  of  par- 
J lament  iifelf,  by  fhortening  its 
dnraoon,  and  obtaining  a  more 
cqaal  reprefentation  of  me  people, 
could  reach  to  a  perfeA  cure  of  the 
prcfcnt,  and  afford  an  effeftual 
prefervativc  againfl  the  return  of 
fimilar  evils. 

The  great,  populous,  and  oput 
knt  county  pf  York,  led  the  way, 


and  fet  the  example  to  the  reft  of 
the  kingdom.  A  very  numerous 
and  refpeftable  meeting  of  the-gen*. 
tlcracn,  clergy,  and  freeholders, 
including  perfons  of  the  firft  con- 
fideration  and.  property  in  the 
county,  and  in  the  kingdom,  fuch 
as  perhaps  never  was  affembled  in 
the  fame  manner  in  this  nation, 
was  hold  at  York  on  the  laft  day 
but  one  of  the  year'.  There  a  pe- 
tition to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
was  unanimoufly  agreed  upon,  and 
accompanied  with  a  reiblution, 
that  a  committee  of  fix ty -one  gen ^ 
tlemen  be  appointed,  to  carry  on 
the  neceffary  correfpondence  for 
cfFeAually  promoting  the  objeftof 
the  petition  ;  and  iScewife  to  pre- 
pare a  plan  of  an  afTociation,  on 
legal  and  conftitutional  grounds, 
to  fupportthe  lauHable  reform,  and 
fuck  other  meafures  as  might  con- 
duce torellorethe  freedom  of  par- 
liament ;  to  be  prefented  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  at  their 
[F]  3  Hcxt 
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next  meeting,  which  was  to  be 
held  by  adjuurnment  in  the  enfu- 
ing  E after  week. 

As  this  petition  fcrved  in  a  great 
mcafure  as  the  groundwork  for 
thofe  that  fucceeded  from  other 
counties  and  towns,  we  fhall  enter 
the  more  particularly  into  its  de- 
tjiil. — They  begin  by  ftating  the 
follov/ing  matters  as  facts — That 
the  nation  had  for  feveral  years 
been  engaged  in  a  moft  expenfive 
and  unfortunate  war;  that  many 
of  our  valuable  colonies,  having 
declared  thcmfelves  independent, 
had  formed  a  ftrift  confederacy 
with  our  moft  dangerous  and  inve- 
terate enemies ;  and,  that  the  con- 
fequcnce  of  thofe  combined  mif- 
fortunes  had  been,  a  large  addition 
to  the  national  debt,  a  heavy  accu- 
mulation of  taxes,  with  a  rapid 
decline  of  the  trade,  manufac- 
tures, and  land-rents  of  the  king- 
dom.-^T  hey  then  declare,  that, 
alarmed  at  the  diminifliedrefources 
and  growi'ig  burthens  of  this  coun- 
try, and  convinced,  that  rigid  fru- 
gality is  ri'.w  indifpenfably  necef- 
iary  in  every  department  of  the 
flate,  they  obferved  with  grief,  that 
notwithftanding  the  calamities,  and 
impoverished  condition  of  the  na- 
tion, much  public  money  had  been 
improvidently  fquandered ;  that 
many   Individuals  enjoy   fmecure 

f  laces,  efficient  places  with  exor- 
itiiTt  ©mol^nlent^,  andpenflons, 
unmerited  by  public  fervice,  to  a 
large  and  ft  ill  increafmg  amount ; 
whence  the  crown  has  acquired  a 
great  unconftitutional  influence, 
>  which,  if  not  timely  checked,  may 
foon  prove  fatal  to  the  liberties  of 
this  country. 

They  further  declare,  that  con- 
ceiving the  true  end  of  every  legi- 
timate government  to  be^  not  the 
I 


emolument  of  any  individual,  but 
the  welfare  of  the  community  ; 
and  coniidering,  that  by  the  con- 
ilitution,  the  cuftody  of  the  na- 
tional purfe  is  entruiled  in  a  pecu- 
liar manner  to  that  houfe;  they 
beg  leave  to  reprefent,  that  until 
effeftual  meafures  be  taken  to  re« 
drefs  thofe  oppreffivc  grievances, 
the  grant  of  any  additional  fum  of 
money,  beyond  the  produce  of  the 
prefent  taxes,  would  be  injurious 
to  the  rights  and  property  of  the 
people,  and  derogatory  from  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  parliament. 
— They,  therefore,  appealing  to 
the  juftice  of  the  Commons,  moft 
earneftly  requeft,  that  before  any 
new  burthens  are  laid  upon  this 
country,  elFeftual  meafures  might 
be  taken  by  that  houfe,  to  enquire 
into  and  correft  the  grofs  abules  ia 
the  expenditure  of  public  money  ; 
to  reduce  all  exorbitant  emolu- 
ments ;  to  refcind  and  abolilh  all 
finccure  places,  and  unmerited 
penfions ;  and  to  appropriate  the 
produce  to  the  necefiities  of  the 
ftate. 

The  clergy  upon  this  occafion  dif- 
proved  a  charge,  which  had  been 
often  laid,  and,  perhaps,  not  aU 
ways  without  fome  foundation, 
againft  them  ;  as  if  they  were  more 
peculiarly  difpofed  to  be  obfequi* 
oas  to  power,  and  to  fupport  all 
meafures,  of  whatever  government, 
and  whatever  nature,  which  did 
not  immediately  afFeft  their  own 
particular  rights  or  privileges,  than 
any  other  order  of  the  community. 
Although  the  meeting  was  in  the 
feat  of  the  metropolitan  fee,  and 
immediately  under  the  eye  of  pro- 
vincial authority  and  government, 
not  only  a  confiderable  number  of 
that  body  attended,  and  zealonfty 
promoted  the  refolutions  and  pe« 
tition; 
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tition;  bot  no  lefs  than  fourteen 
clergymen,  including  two  dignita- 
ries of  the  church,  were  appointed 
of  the  cdmmittee,  which  was  in- 
'  tended  to  give  efficacy  to  the  whole 
jneafttre  and  defign. 
Ian  ^fk       T^^  county  of  Nfid- 

rSo     ^^^^^^  ^"^  ^^^^^  ^'  ^^"^ 
i    '     fecond  of  the  county  of 

York.    In  about  a  week,  a  very 
numerous  meeting   was   held    at 
Hackney,  where  a  petition,  fimi- 
lar  to  that  of  York,  with  feveral 
rdblotions,  were  unanimoufly  a- 
greed  to  ;  and  a  committee  of  cor- 
refpondence  and  affociation,   con- 
fining of   fifty- three  gentlemen, 
who  were  diftinguiihed  by  rank, 
fortune,    ability,   or    popularity, 
appointed  to  conduft  the  Dufmefs. 
At  this  meeting,  as  well  as  at  fome 
♦  of  thofe  which  fucceeded  in  other 
connties,  although  the  conduct  of 
fflinifters  was   treated  with   little 
mercy  indeed ;  yet  it  was  fcarcely 
more  reprobated,  than  that  of  the 
majorities  in    both  houfes.     The 
late  rejeftion    in   the   Houfe   of 
Lords,    of   the   two    motions    of 
economical  reform,    which    had 
been  made  on  the  7  th  and  15  th  of 
December,  was  an  objeft.ot  much 
general  and  particular  cenfure.    It 
became  likewife  cultomary  at  thofe 
meetings;  to  return  a  public   tri- 
bute of  thanks  and   applaufe  to 
thofe  lords  and  gentlemen  in  both 
houfes,  who  had  attempted  to  ilem 
the  refifUefs  torrent  of  rhe  Ame- 
rican war,  or  who*  had  lince  as  un- 
fuccefsfully  endeavoured  to  che(Jc 
orrcftrain  the  fuppofed  wafte  in 
the  public  expenditure. 

The  example  of  York  and  Mid- 
dlefex  was  loon  followed  by  the 
county  palatine  of  Chcfter.  And 
in  a  pretty  clofe  fucceffion  of  time, 
by  the  counties  of  Herts,  SufTcx, 
Hantingdon,  SvLxry,  Cumberland, 


Bedford,  Eflcx,  Somerfet,  Glou' 
cefler,  Wilts,  Dorfet,  Devon,  Nor- 
folk, Berks,  Bucks,  Nottingham* 
Kent,  Northumberland,  Suffolk* 
Hereford,  Cambridge,  and  Derby* 
ncai-ly ,  if  not  entirely,  in  the  orde*" 
in  which  they  are  placed.  Hants 
had  agreed  upon  a  petition,  on  the 
famQ  day  with  Middlefex.  The 
Welfh  counties  of  Denbigh,  Flint, 
and  Brecknock,  likewife  petition- 
ed, as  did  the  cities  of  London, 
Weftminfter,  York,  Briftol,  Glou- 
celler,  and  Hereford,  with  the 
towns  of  Nottingham,  Reading, 
Cambridge,  Bridgewttcr,  and 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne.  The  coun- 
ty of  Northampton  declined  pe- 
titioning, but  voted  refolutions, 
and  iriftruftions  to  their  reprefen- 
tatives,  upon  the  fame  ground, 
and  including  the  purport  of  the 
petitions,  as  a  previous  meafure. 

It  muft  not  be  fuppofed,  that  in 
all  thefe  counties  and  towns,  the 
fpirit  was  alike,  or  that  the  fame 
unanimity  prevailed.  In  many, 
'  the  weight  of  property  appeared 
clearly  and  ftrongly  for  the  peti- 
tions. In  others  it  was  more 
doubtful.  But  there  were  few,  in 
which  any  direft  or  fuccefsful  op- 
pofition  was  made  to  the  meafure. 
So  that,  explicitly  or  tacitly,  it 
might  be  confidered  as  agreeing 
tolerably  well  with  the  fenfc  of 
thofe  places. 

The  meafure  of  forming  com- 
mittees, and  entering  into  aflbcia- 
tions,  was  a  great  Humbling  block 
in  fome  of  the  counties.  Many 
who  were  heartily  difpofed  to  con- 
cur in  reftraining  the  liippofed  dan- 
gerous influence  of  the  crown,  in 
procuring  a  reform  of  the  public 
expenditure,  and  in  reftoring  the 
independency  of  parliament,  by 
cutting  off  the  means  of  corrup- 
tion, were,  however,  apprchenfivc 
1/1  4  of 
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of  evil,  and  even  of  danger  from 
thefc  meafures.  AfTociations  and 
committees  had  produced  fuch  re- 
cent ciFcfts  in  America,  and  even 
in  Ireland,  that,  the  very  terms 
were  become  fufpicious.  The 
friends  of  government  dexteroufly 
applied  the  odium  or  terror  attend, 
ing  thefe  words  to  all  the  purpofc^ 
of  which  they  were  capable ;  and 
many,  who  would  not  venture  di- 
rcclly  to  encounter  the  popular  rage 
for  reformation,  or  openly  to  avow 
that  they  were  the  friends  of  pub- 
lic extravagance  or  corruption,  cOr 
vered  their  oppofition  by  q-uarrel- 
ling  with  thefe  obnoxious  incorpo* 
rations.  The  counties  of  Suffolk, 
Northumberland,  Hereford,  and 
Derby,  where  the  oppo/ite  parties 
were  pretty  equally  oal lanced,  ac- 
cordingly appointed  no  commit- 
tees, in  Kent,  where  the  popu- 
lar fide  was  prevalent,  a  moderat- 
ing fcheme  was  propofed.  To  this 
the  friends  of  government,  along 
with  thofe  who  wiihed  for  redrefs, 
but  who  were  enemies  to  commit- 
tees, and  did  not  approve  of  ftrong 
language,  jointly  adhered,  and  io 
far  adcd  as  one  party.  By  this 
means,  two  petitions  for  redrefs 
were  prefcnted  from  that  county  ; 
and  while  a  committee  was  formed, 
and  the  fcheme  of  afibciation  was 
fully  adopted  by  the  majority,  a 
very  numerous  and  confidcrable 
party,  either  condemned  or  op- 
poled  both  meafures. 

The  members  of  adminifiration, 
and  men  in  office,  were  not  wholly 
deficient  in  their  endeavours  to 
prevent  the  county  meetings.  But 
they  were  generally  overborne' by, 
the  torrent.  Nothing  could  more 
clearly  demonflratc  the  impctuofity 
of  thp  fplrit  which  then  prevailed, 
than  that  the  noble  lord  at  the  head 


of  xhe  admiralty,  zx^d  at  the  head 
likewife,  pcrfonally,  of  a  great 
body  of  hi:  numerous  friends,  could 
not  prevent  the  meafures  of  a  p>e* 
tition  and  a  committee,  from  be^ 
ing  carried  in  his  own  native  and 
favourite  county  ;  in  which  he  had 
exerted  himfclf  with  his  knowa 
ability  in  this  fort  of  aiFairs,  and 
with  all  the  inBuence  of  the  many 
great  oiHccs  he  had  held  for  fo  ma-, 
ny  years,  to  form  a  fecureand  fet- 
tled intered.  All  diredl  oppofitioa 
being  fruitlefs,  endeavours  were 
ufed  toobiain  prote((s;  but  though 
one  or  two  perfons  of  great  pro- 
perty and  confequence  took  the 
lead  in  this  meafure,  it  was  not  atr 
tended  with  a  fuccefs  at  all  equal 
to  expectation.  Some  protefts 
were  figncd  in  the  counties  of 
Herts,  Huntingdon,  Norfolk, 
SuiTcx,  and  Surry.  Thefe  pro- 
tefts did  not  oppofe  (that  indeed 
could  fcarccly  be  done)  the  prayer 
of  the  petitions ;  but  the  protcftors 
were  of  opinion,  that  the  whole 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  difcretion  of 
parliament,  in  whofe  public  fpirit 
and  integrity,  they  thought  it  imr 
proper  to  exprefs,  particularly  at 
that  time,  any  fort  of  diftruft. 

The  petition  from  the  p  i  «  , 
county  of  York  was  the  ^^^'  ^^^' 
finl  prefrnted,  and  was  introduced 
in  the  lloufe  of  Commons  by  Sir 
George  S:\villc ;  who,  notwith- 
ftaiuling  ihc  preffure  of  a  heavy 
cold  and  hofirlenefs,  accompanied 
it  wiih  a  fpeech  of  confiderable 
length.  Under  thefe  difadvan-. 
tages,  the  novelty  ^nd  importance 
of  the  fubjert,  and  perhaps  ft  ill 
more,  the  chancer  of  that  emi- 
nent and  revered  patriot,  produc- 
ed fo  profound  an  attention,  ii- 
lence,  and  ftillnefs,  in  every  part 
of  the  lioufe,  as  fcrved  in  a  great 
i^ieafuje 
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Bwafure  to  remedy  the  occaiional 
dcfea. 

He  obfervedy  that  he  had  the 
honour  to  reprefent  a  very  exten. 
five,  a  very  populous,  a  very  mer- 
cantile, mannfaduring,  and  a 
very  rich  county.  That,  in  Aich 
a  county,  it  could  not  be  imagin- 
ed, hut  that  many  private  intcrefts 
jniglt  be  made  objeAs  of  parlia- 
mentary bounty  or  fapport,  if  ei- 
ther the  rcprefcnted,  or  reprcfen- 
tatives,  lilce  fojRe  others,  were 
more  attentive  to  fuch  matters, 
than  to  the  great  concerns  of 
the  nation.  He  had,  however,  no 
private  petition  to  prefent,  or  bill 
to  bring  in  ;  although  in  fuch  a 
country  as  Yorkfliire,  there  could 
be  no  lack  of  proper  objedb  of  im^ 
provement,  ol  new  bridges,  roads, 
and  havens,  whieh  might  well  de* 
ferve  the  coniideration  of  the  Ic- 
giflature.  He  brought  a  petition, 
which  had  fwallowed  up  the  confix 
deration  of  all  private  objeds,  and 
!  fuperieded  all  private  petitions, 
A  petition  fubfcribed  by  eight 
thoufand  freeholders  and  upwards. 
The  people  had  heard,  that  a  re- 
gard  to  private  intereft,  in  that 
Koufe,  was  a  great  enemy  to  the 
dlTcharge  of  public  duty.  They 
feel  fcvcrely  the  preffure  of  heavy 
taxes,  and  are  at  the  fame  time 
told,  that  the  money,  which  they 
pan  fo  ill  fpare,  is  wailed  profufely, 
not  only  without  its  producing  any 
good,  but  that  it  is  applied  to  the 
production  of  many  bad  effeds, 

Thcfe  things,  he  faid,  were  re- 
prclentcd  calmly,  and  with  mode- 
ration. Nothing  was  faid  of  the 
condu6lof  minifters ;  it  might  have 
been  good,  or  it  might  have  been 
bad,  for  ought  that  appeared  in 
the  petition.  Never  furely  were 
PCtitioiiers  toparliainent,  upon  any 


great  public  grievance,  more  cool 
and  difpafiionate.  They  confine 
themfelvcs,  faid  he,  to  oneobjed, 
the  expenditure  of  the  public  mo^ 
ney.  But  though  they  made  no 
ilridures  on  the  paft  management 
of  minifters,  he  could  not  in  can- 
dour but  acknowledge,  that  it  was 
pretty  plainlv  hinted  or  implied, 
that  thofe  who  had  hitherto  ma- 
naged our  public  affairs  fo  badly, 
99  to  afford  ground  for  the  prefent 
complaint,  were  not  fitting  to  be 
longer  entruftedwith  the  manage^ 
ment  of  fuch  important  concerns. 
He  called  upon  the  minifter,  to 
fpeak  out  like  a  man,  and  to  de- 
clare, whether  he  meant  to  coun- 
tenance and  fupport  the  petition  or 
not.  Such  an  open  and  manly 
declaration  of  his  intentions,  would 
fave  them  much  time  and  trouble, 
and  would  better  become  a  man  of 
his  quality  ai^d  power,  than  any 
mean  arts  of  miniilerial  juggling 
and  craft.  He  made  no  threats  ; 
that  petition  was  not  prefented  by 
men  with  fwords  and  muikets.  It 
was  a  legal,  a  conilitutional  pe* 
tition.  The  requeft  of  the  pcti- 
tioners  was  fo  juft  and  reafonable, 
that  they  could  not  but  exped  it 
would  be  granted;  but  ihould  i( 
be  refufed— «there  he  would  leave 
a  bknk ;  that  blank,  let  the  con- 
fciences,  let  the  feelings,  let  the 
reafon  of  minifters  fupply.  Par- 
tial  expedients-^mock  enquiries, 
would  not  fetisfy.  The  univer- 
fality  of  the  fentimcnts  on  this 
fubjed,  he  faid,  was  no  contempt- 
ible proof  of  their  juftnefs.  He 
wiihedthathoufe  toconfider,  from 
whom  that  petition  comes.  It  was 
firil  moved  m  a  meeting  of  fix  hun- 
dred gentlemen,  and  upwards  ;  in 
the  hall  where  that  petition  wa3 
conceive^,  there  was  more  pro- 
perty 
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per ty  than  within  the  walls  of  that 
houfe. — He  then  threw  down,  with 
fome  vehemence,  upon  the  table, 
aiift  of  the  gentlemen's  names,  and 
continued — But   they  are   not  to 
abandon  their  petition,  whatever 
may  be  its  fate  in  this  houfe  ;  there 
is  a  committee  appointed  to  cor- 
refpond  on  the  fubje<Sl  of  the  peti- 
tion with  the  committees  of  other 
cpunties. — He  concluded  by  like- 
wife  throwing  on  the  table  a  lift 
of  the  ifames  of  the  committee." 
.  The  minifler   feemcd   to   fhew 
fomc  degree  of  vexation   and  rc- 
fentment  ia  his  anfwer.     He-  faid, 
that    the    honourable   gentleman 
needed  not  to  have  taken  fo  much 
pains  to  convince  the  houfe,  that 
the  petition  ought  to  be  received  ; 
nor  to  have  expatiated  on  fo  obvi- 
ous a  truth,  as  that  no  man,  or  fet 
of  men,  would  dare  to  reject  it. 
No  man  in  his'  fenfes,  who  fat  in 
that  houfe,  could  be  ignorant,  that 
the  right  of  petitioning  belonged 
to  all  Britilh  fubjedts. — He  had 
besn  .called  upon  to  declare,  whe- 
ther he  would  oppofe  or   forward 
the  obje(ft  of  the  petition.     The 
petition  was  now  before  the  houfe  ; 
It  had  been  read ;  and  it  ihould 
have  his  confent  to  lie  on  the  table 
for  fome  time,  as  wasufual  in  fuch 
.  cafes,  for  the  perufal  of  the  mem- 
bers.   The  houfe,  he  doubted  not, 
would  take  it   into  their  ferious 
confideration  ;  and  after  enquiiiiig 
into  the  fadb  alledged,  after  exa- 
mining the  merits  of  the   caufe, 
they  would  freely  and  impartially 
decide,  according  to  the  befl  of 
their  judgment ;    and  in   fucK   a 
manner,  as  to  confult  the  good  of 
the;.etitioners,  without  lofmg  fight 
of  that  of  the  country  in  general. 
A   p-tition    properly  introduced, 
{ivould  dways,  he  hoped>  in   that 


houfe,  meet  with  a  faip  and  candid 
attention. 

With  refpeft    to    the    threats, 
which,  he  iaid,  had  been  broadly- 
hinted  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, he  hoped  they  could  have  no 
influence  in  that  houfe,  nor  at  all 
afFcft  the  minds  of   the   judges, 
whether  on  one  way  or  the  other. 
He  had  been  threatened  with  un- 
known but  fevere  confequcnces,  if 
he  fhould  fo  much  as  delay  grant- 
ing the  expcfted  redrefs,  until  an 
enquiry  (hould  be  nfade   into  the 
exigence,  nature,    and  extent,  of 
the'  alledged   grievances.      Upon 
that,  he  muft  (Hiferve,  that  the  pe- 
tition muft  fufFer  no  fmall  dimi- 
nution  of  its  fuppofed  value,  juft- 
nefs,  and  importance,  from  its  be- 
ing accompanied  by  a  prohibition 
of  all  enquiry  into  the  validity  of 
the  fa^s  on  which  it  was  pretend- 
ed to  be  founded.     At  leaft  fufpi- 
cions   were  thrown  out,  that  any 
enquiry  which   might  be   under- 
taken, would  be  with  fmifter  and 
partial  views.     How  far  that  was 
fair  and  candid,  how  far  fuch  fup- 
pofitions,  in  a  cafe  of  that  kind, 
were  parliamentary,  he  fubmitted 
to  the  judgment  of  the  houfe.— ^ 
He   concluded   by  informing  the 
houfe,  that  they  muft  notconfidcr 
his  proceeding  in   railing  the  ne- 
cefTary  fupplies,  as  any  difrefpe^ 
to  the  petition.     The  petition  was 
neither  formally  nor  virtually  ne- 
gatived, although   the  confidera- 
tion of  it  was  not  preferred  to  all 
other  bufiaefs.     The  fupplies  had 
been  voted,  and  it  woUld  be  necef- 
fary,  without  much  longer  delay, 
to  enter  on  the  fubjed  of  ways  and 
means. 

Mr.  Fox  to->k  up  the  minifter*s 
fpeech,  with  I  hat  fervour,  anima* 
jion,  energjr,  and  fevcrity,  with 
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vhich  lie  always  aftoniflies  and 
overpowers  his  hearers.  He  com- 
pared his  prefent  language,  that 
the  confideration  of  the  petition 
might  very  fitly  be  poftponcd  to 
tliat  of  ways  and  means  for  raif- 
ing  the  fapplies,  with,  what  he 
called,  the  generous  and  magna- 
nimoiu  admiration  of  miniHry, 
when  they  could  not  find  words 
Aificiently  to  applaud  the  fpirited 
condafi  of  the  armed  a/lbciations 
in  Ireland,  who  refufed  to  grant 
fiipplies  for.  nK>re  than  one  half 
year,  until  their  grievances  fhould 
be  rcdrcffed,  and  the  prayer  of 
their  petition  for  a  free  trade 
fliould  be  granted.  He  aiked  if 
there  was  one  law  for  the  affocia- 
tious  in  Ireland,  and  another  for 
thofe  of  England?  No!  there 
could  not.  The  noble  lord  was 
a  man  of  accuracy  and  confiflen- 
cy.  He  niuft  therefore  m'eaii, 
whatever  may  have  fallen  from 
him  in  the  heat  and  hurry  of  de- 
bate, that  the  aiTociations  in 
England,  in  inutation  of  thofe  in 
Ireland,  ought  to  grant  no  fup- 
plies,  until  their  petition  find  a 
proper  refped ;  until  its  prayer 
DC  fully  granted. 

After  indulging  this  vein  of 
irony,  he  faid,  that  he  was  at  a 
lofs  to  conje^are  the  threats, 
which  the  noble  lord  faid  had 
been  hinted  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  ;  thereby  intending  to 
£x  a  ftigmaon  the  prefent  and  on 
other  petitions*  The  people  arc 
not  in  arms,  they  do  not  menace 
civil  war,.  The  nature  of  our 
conftitution,  (and  it  is  undoubt- 
ly  one  of  its  higheft  perfections) 
has  happily  endued  them  with  o- 
ther  powers  of  rcdrefs  befides 
arms.  They  have  legal,  confti- 
tftUonal,  ana  peaceable  means  gf 


en  forcing  thei  r  pe  ti  tion  9 .      It  was 
to   thefe    means    the    honourable 

fentieman  aliuded,  when  the  no- 
le  lord  would  fuppofe  that  he 
threw  out  threats  of  another 
kind.  But  let  not,  faid  he,  the 
mild,  though  firm'  voice  of  li- 
berty, be  miilaken  for  the  difmal 
and  difcordant  accents  of  blood 
and  flaughter.  The  evil  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  pre- 
fages,  if  this  cr  other  petitions 
are  fpumed  with  contempt  and 
irifol^ce,  is  of  another,  though 
n^t*  of'  a  lefs  formidable  nature. 
Thl!f  people  will  lofe  all  confi- 
dence  in  their  reprefentatives,  all 
reverence  for  parliament.  The 
confequences  of  fuch  a  fituation 
need  not  be  pointed  out :  but  let 
not  the  contemplation  of  neceffary 
effeds  be  confidered  as  a  denun- 
ciation of  vengeance. 

He  could  not  imagine,  he  faid, 
that  any  objection  could  poffibly 
be  made  to  the  petition.  But 
fome  perhaps  might  fay,  "  are 
we  finners  above  all  that  went 
before  us,  like  thofe  on  whom  the 
Tower  of  Siloam  fell  ?"  ^re  we 
more  corrupt  than  other  parlia- 
ments, who  were  never  pcftered 
with  petitions  of  this  kind  ?  No, 
faid  he,"  I  don't  fuppofe  you  are  5 
but  though  former  parliaments 
were  as  bad  as  you,  and  you 
know  the  feverity  of  that  compa- 
rifon,  yet  the  people  did  not 
know  it.  No^  they  feel  it ;  they 
feel  the  preflure  of  taxes ;  .  find 
they  beg  you  would  not  lay  your 
hand  fo  heavily  upon  them,  but 
be  as  (economical  as  poflible  in  the 
expenditure  of  their  money.  Let 
the  miniflers  grant  the  requefts  of 
the  people,  and  the  whole  glory 
of  fo  popular  a  compliance  will 
be  entirety  theirs*    Like  charity, 
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it  will  coycj:  the  multitude  of  their 
paft  fins»  Ireland  has  given  them 
a  foretaftfi  of  what  they  may  ex- 
jccl.  Their  praifes  have  been 
founded  in  loud  drains  there,  for 
granting,  what  that  people  had 
made  good  for  .themfelves  by  their 
cwn  mulkets.— *He  would  put  the 
controvcr fy,  he  faid,  between  the 
minilb-y  and  his  fide  of  the  houfe 
10  the  fame  iflue,  on  which  the 
wifeil  of  kings  and  of  men,  red- 
ed the  determination  of  the  dif* 
pute  betv/een  the  two  w<90iei|«, 
each  of  whom  claimed  the  l|i^ngff< 
and  difavovved  the  dead  chiM, 
We  fay  to  minillry,  you  mifapply 
the  public  money  ;  nay,  you  do 
worfe,  you  appiy  it  to  bad  pur* 
pcfes  :  -^  Minidry  fay  to  us, 
you  want  our  places  $  and  thus 
the  charge  of  corruption  is  given 
;ind  retorted.  But  the  time  is 
now  come  to  put  the  fincerity  of 
both  to  the  teft,  and  to  know, 
whofe  child  corruption  really  is; 
we  challenge  roiniilers  to  the  tri- 
al ;  we  call  upon  them  publickly, 
and  llrenuoufly  urge  them,  to  fa- 
crificc  that  difclaimcd,  but  .evi- 
dently dear  and  favoured  child. 
If  they  refufe  to  abide  by  this 
fcj'l,  no  doubt  can  remain  as  to 
th:*  parentage. 

There  w^s  little,  debate  at  the 
times  cf  prcfenting  the  'other  pe- 
titioui,  which  followed  this  lead- 
ing petition  very  fait. 
'  In  two  days  after  a  petition 
from  the  principal  merchants, 
planters,  ajid  oincrs,  interelled 
in  the  ifiand  of  Jamaica,  was  pre- 
leoted  to  the  houfe.  In  a  llrong 
and  unnfiially  vehement  (lyle  of 
complaint,  they  Itate  the  negledl 
of  proiediion  to  that  ifland,  and 
the  immi'.'cnt  dangers  tlicrcfrom 
iriilug.      A;  the  fame  time  ih^t 


they  rcprefent,  .that  the  tempo* 
rary  fafety  which  it  hr.d  hitherto 
enjoyed,  proceeded  merely  from 
the  diredion  of  the  enemy*s  force 
to  other  objects,  and  not  to  any 
intriniic  means  of  defence  provid- 
ed by  his  majcfty's  huniftcrs>  they 
freely  declare  their  opinion,  that- 
the  iafety  of  fuch  a  poileflion 
ought  not  to  have  been  conunit- 
ted  to  chance.  They  farther  re- 
prefent,  that  the  ifland  cf  Jama- 
ica is  not  inferior  in  value  to  any 
of  the  dependencies  of  Great 
Britain  ;  that  a  great  part  even 
of  what  appears  to  be  the  interior 
wealth  of  Great  Britain  itfelf,  is, 
in  reality,  the  wealth  of  Jamaica, 
which  is  fo  intimately. interwoven 
with  the  internal  intereil  of  thi* 
kingdom,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to 
didinguifh  them ;  that  a  great 
part  of  the  trade  and  navigation, 
a  large  proportion  of  the  revenue, 
and  very  much  of  the  mercantile 
and  the  national  credit,  and  of 
the  value  of  the  landed  intereii, 
depend  immediately  on  its  pre> 
fervation  ;  that  its  defence  is 
therefore  an  objed  as  important 
to  Greaf  Britain,  jis  any  part  of 
Great  Britain  itfelf;  and  that  it 
is  an  oUjeft  to  be  provided  for 
with  ftill  greater  carp  and  fore- 
fight,  becaufe  its  natural  means 
ot  home  defence  ar«  infinitely  leU 
conAderable. 

The  petitioners  declare,  that, 
confcious  of  their  invariable  loy- 
alty to  the  crown,  and  their  un- 
bounded attachment  to  the  prof- 
perity  of  the  whole  empire,  they 
are  not  able  to  conjefture  for  what 
ofrcnce,  real  or  pretended,  they 
have  fo  long  been  p^ut  under  this 
profcription  ;  if  they  had  been 
active  by  fadious  clamours,  or 
delufivc  reprefcntaLion*,  by  conn 
ccaiiiig 
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ceding  trae,  or  fuggcfting  falfe 
inforniation,  in  betraying  their 
Ibvcreign  and  their  country  into 
war,  they  might  have  the  Icfs 
rcafon  to  complain  of  the  neg- 
lect by  which  they  have  fuffcrcd 
ft)  many  diftrefles,  and  have  been 
expcled  to  fo  many  dangers ;  but 
it  was  in  the  recolleftion,  they 
faid,  of  the  honfc,  that,  at  an 
early  period  of  the  prefent  un- 
happy troubles,  the  bodv  of  the 
Weil  India  planters  and  merch- 
ants, did  humbly  (late  their  ap- 
prehenlions  to  parliament,  and 
deprecated  the  unhappy  mcafures 
which  were  then  taken ;  it  was 
the  misfortune  of  the  public,  as 
well  as  theirs,  that  no  attention 
was  then  paid  to  their  humble 
prayers,  and  that  their  mod  du- 
tiful reprefentations  were  totally 
ftegleftcd* 

They  proceed  to  flate  a  num- 
i  ber  of  fafts  and  arguments  to 
I  (hew,  that  they  did  not  deferve  to 
I  be  thus  abandoned,  through  any 
failure  on  their  fide,  in  not  hav- 
ing purchafed  for  a  valuable  con- 
fidcration  the  proteftion  of  the 
Hate.  On  that  ground  they  ob- 
fervc,  that  befides  their  trade 
being  almoll  wholly  confined  to 
the  mother  country,  and  the  ge- 
neral rcfidence  of  both  planters 
and  merchants  there,  and  the 
produce  of  their  eftates  being  as 
largely  taxed  in  Grea:  Britain  to 
the  common  fupport,  as  that  of 
any  others  ;  they  endured  other 
great  and  heavy  burthens,  pecu- 
liar only  to  themfelves.  The  af- 
fembly  of  Jamaica  had,  beyond 
any  former  example  of  liberality, 
and  far  beyond  their  abilities, 
laid  deflj'u^live  impoiitions  on 
their  cftatcs  and  property  within 
the  ifland ;  vafl^  burthenibmc,  and 


even    ruinous   perfonal    fervices^ 
were  chearfully  given  ;  and  thus^  . 
under  the  double  weight  of  taxes 
and  impofitions  in   England  and 
in  Jamaica ;  under  heavy  perfo- 
nal  fervice   in    the   latter  ;    and 
under  all  the  fatal,   though  not 
unfbrefeen   confequences,  of  the 
fcparation  from  North  America  j 
they  had  been  farther  induced,  oa 
fuggeflions   from   friends  of  go- 
vernment, to  refort  in  their  indi- 
vidual charafters   to  their  nimoft 
exhaufled  purfes,  and  had  actual- 
ly made  a  large  private  fubfcrip- 
tion  for  their  owi>  defence.  They 
appeal   to  a  number  of  fa£ls  and 
dates,  to  Ihew  their  repeated  ap- 
plications, and  ineffeftaal  remon- 
ilrances,     down   from    the    year 
1775,    to  government ;    and  ag- 
gravate  the  neglcft  or  refufal  of 
defence,    by  the    declaration    of 
the    fecretary  at   war,    that    hk 
majclly   then    commanded    more 
numerous  forces  by  fcx  and  land, 
than  the  moil  formidable  monarch 
of  the  worW  had  ohder  his  or- 
ders, when  his  power  alarmed  all 
Europe  ;  thev  feel,  that  they  are 
amongll  thofe  who  are  taxed  for 
.  the  maintenance  of  an   army  of 
upwards  of  70,000  men  in  J^ortk 
America  ;     and    they    pre  fume, 
that  the  fupprefiion  of  no  rebel- 
lion  whatever,    can   be   a    more 
near  and  urgent  concern  of  any 
government,  than  the  proteftioii 
of  its  loyal  and   ufeful  fubje^s* 
They  conclude,  by  claiming  pro- 
te^ion  as  their  undoubted   right; 
and  declare,  that  they  look  back 
with    hcrrcr   at    thofe     dangers, 
from  which ,  by  the  fole  difpenfa- 
tion   of   the  divine    providence, 
they  have  efcaped,  whilfl  fundry 
of  their  fellow-fubjeils  are   now 
obliged  to  proflrate*  thcmfelves  at 
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the  foot  of  the  throne  of  the 
French  king^  and  to  implore  the 
mercy  of  that  monarch »  inftead 
of  the  prote^on  of  their  natural 
fovereign. 

This  lonff  petition,  which  ftat- 
*  cd  faftj  with  fo  little  manage- 
ment,  was  fubfcribed  by  75,  of 
the  principal  planters,  merchants, 
or  others,  who  were  immediately 
interefted  in  the  iiland  of  Jamaica. 
It  was  prefented  bv  Mr.  Pennant, 
who  in  his  introdudlory  fpeech, 
among  a  numl)er  of  pointed 
charges,  of  neglect,  fupinenefs, 
or  i'} difference,  on  the  iide  of  the 
miniftry,  direftly  charged  the  no- 
ble lord  at  the  head  of  affairs, 
with  paying  fo  little  attention  to 
the  reprefentations  of  its  danger 
made  by  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil of  that  invaluable  ifland,  that 
he  had  openly  qonfefled  in  that 
houfe  that  he  had  never  read  them. 
A  declaration,  he  faid,  for  which 
the  noble  lord  deferved  to  be  im- 
peached. 

Both  the  minifter,  and  the  no- 
ble lord  at  the  head  of  the  Ame- 
rican department,  took  fome  part 
in  the  fubfequent  debate  ;  but  as 
the  matter  was  more  fully  enter- 
ed into,  on  Lord  Rockingham's 
motion,  upon  the  fame  lubje£t, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  we  fhall 
.  defer  our  reciul  to  that  occa- 
fion.  A  fort  of  a  proteft,  againft 
the  petition,  ligned  by  about  40 
names,  afforded  room  for  fome 
farcafm,  and  even  ridicule,  in 
both  houfcs.  It  was  obferved  on 
that  fubjeft,  that  the  favourite 
contrador,  and  the  keeper  of  the 
convids,  on  board  the  hulks  at 
Woolwich,  were  the  principals 
in  that  produdion  j  ^nd  that  the 
generality  of  the  other  fubfcri- 
bers»  inaead  of  coming'  under  the 


defer iption  of  planters  or  merch^ 
ants,  were  either  men  of  no  name 
any  where,  or  were  'poffeff«d  of 
no  property  of  any  confequence 
in  the  iHand  of  Jamaica.  After 
a  ftrange  fort  of  a  loofe  ftraggling 
debate,  interrupted  by  fome  un- 
ufual  noife  and  clamour,  it  was 
at  length  agreed,  that  the  petition 
ihould  lie  upon  the  table. 

It  was  on  the  fame    ^  «  , 

day,  thatMr.BBrke,  ^^^'  "^^• 
purfnant  to  the  notice  which  he 
had  given  before  the  recefs,  pre- 
fented his  plan  **  For  the  better 
fecurity  of  the  independence  of 
parliament,  and  the  ceconomical 
reformation  of  the  civil  and  other 
eftablifhments."  As  the  cele- 
brated fpeech  with  which  he  in- 
troduced and  fupported  his  plan, 
has  been  publilhed  by  authority, 
has  gone  through  feveral  editions, 
and  muft  have  been  feen  by  moft 
of  our  readers,  we  (hall,  only 
touch  upon  thofe  leading  fea- 
tures, or  outlines  of  th&mbjedt, 
from  which  fome  general  but 
comprehenfive  ideas  of  its  defign 
and  objeds  may  be  formed. 

He  laid  down  the  following 
general  principles,  as  containing 
thofe  fundamental  rules,  by  which 
he  was  determined  to  raife  his 
fuperftrudlure  of  reform. 

That  all  jurifdidions  which 
furnifti  more  matter  of  cxpence, 
more  temptation  to  oppreffion,  or 
more  means  and  inftruments  of 
corrupt  influence,  than  advan- 
tage to  juiHce,  or  political  ad- 
mi  niitration,  ought  to  be  abo- 
liftied. 

That  all  public  eftates  which 
are  more  fubfervient  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  vexing,  overawing,  -and 
influencing,  thofe  who  hold  an- 
der  them,  and  jto  the  expence  of 
perccp. 
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j^erception  and  management,  than 
of  benefit  to  the  revenue,  oaght, 
npon  every  principle^  both  of  re- 
venue, and  of  freedom,  to  be 
difpofed  of. 

That  all  offices  which  brinr 
more  charge  than  proportional 
advantage  to  the  ftate ;  that  all 
offices  which  may  be  engrafted  on 
others,  uniting  and  fnnplifying 
tlieir  duties,  ought,  in  the  firll 
cafe,  to  b?  taken  away ;  and 
in  the  fecond  to  be  confoli- 
dated. 

That  all  fuch  offices  ought  to 
be  abollihed,  as.  obftrudl  the  prof- 
pe£i  of  the  general  fuperinten- 
dant  of  finance ;  which  deAroy 
his  fuperintendency ;  which  dif- 
able  him  from  forefeeing  and  'pro- 
viding for  charges  as  they  may 
occur ;  from  preventing  expcnce 
in  its  origin,  checking  it  in  its 
progrefs,  or  fee u ring  its  applica- 
tion to  its  proper  purposes.  A 
minifler  under  whom  expences  can 
be  made  without  his  knowledge, 
can  never  fay  v/hat  it  is  that  he 
can  fpend,  or  what  it  is  that  he 
can  iave. 

That  it  is  proper  to  eflablifti  an 
invariable  order  in  all  payments  ; 
which  will  prevent  partiality ; 
which  will  give  preference  to  (tr- 
vices,  n;)t  according  to  the  im- 
portunity of  the  demandant,  but 
the  rank  and  order  of  their  uti- 
lity or  their  juftice. 

That  it  is  right  to  reduce  every 
cftablifhment,  and  every  part  of 
an  cftabliiliment  (as  nearly  as 
poffilJle)  to  certainty,  the  life  of 
all  orAer  and  good  management. 

And  ladly,  that  all  fubordinate 
treafuries,  as  the  nurferics  of 
mifmianagement,  and,  as  natu- 
rally drawing  to  themfelves  as 
much  money  as  they  can,  keep- 


ing  it  as  long  as  they  Call,  att<l 
accounting  for  it  as  late  as  the/ 
can,  ought  to  be  diiTolved^.  The/ 
have  a  tendency  to  perplex  aiid 
diilra^  the  public  accounts,  and 
to  excite  a  fiifpiclon  of  govern- 
ment, even  beyond  the  extent  o^ 
their  abu fc. 

To  thefc  princ'rles  or  rules  of 
internal  govern  me  iit  and  finance, 
we  (hall  add,  as  'i  '^arther  illuflra- 
tion  of  the  fubjeci;  and  for  the 
better  comprehenditig  the  nature 
of  this  fcheme  of  reform,  the 
llatcracnt  of  its  end  and  objed, 
and  of  the  limits  which  the  au- 
thor affigncd  to  himfelf,  as  drawn 
from''  Mr.  Eurke*s  introductory 
fpeech  previous  to  the  recefs. 

He  intended,  he  faid,  a  reg«- 
lation,  fubilantial  as  far  as  it 
went.  It  would  give  to  the  pub- 
lic fervice,  two  hundred  uioo* 
fand  pounds  a  year.  It  would 
cut  off  a  quantity  of  influence 
equal  to  the  places  of  fifty  mem- 
bers of  parliament.  He  relied 
more  on  a  plan  for  removing  the 
mearu  of  corruption,  than  upon 
any  devices  which '  might  be  ufcd 
to  prevent  its  eferaiien,  where 
thcfe  means  were  futfered  to  cx- 
ift.  Take  away,  faid  he,  the 
means  of  influence,  and  you  ren- 
der difqualifications  unneceflary. 
Leave  them,  and  no  difqualihca- 
tion  can  ever  wholly  prevent 
their  operation  on  parliament, — 
His  pbn,  he  obferved,  Hood  ia 
the  way  of  no  other  reformation  : 
but,  on  the  contrary,  it  tended 
exceedingly  to  forward  all  ration - 
a]  attempts  towards  that  great  end. 
It  certainly  could  not  make  aqaie- 
lefr  minlfttT  an  ceconomift.  But  the 
be  ft  minifler  would  find  the  ufc  of 
it ;  and  it  would  be  no  fmall  check 
©n  the  worft.     For  its  main  pur- 
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pofe  Was  to  correal  the  prefcnt 
prodigal  conltitution  of  the  civil 
executive  government  of  this 
kingdom;  and  unlefs  that  was 
done,  he  was  fatisfied  no  itiinif- 
ter  whatever  could  poflibly  intro- 
duce the  hefk  oeconomy  into  the 
adjniniftration  of  it. 

With  refpeft  to  his  affigned  li- 
nuts ;  the  firft»  lie  faid,  was 
found  in  the  rules  of  juflice.  And 
therefore,  he  did  not  propofe  to 
touch  what  any  private  man  held 
by  a  legal  tenure. -*- The  fecond 
limit  was  in  the  rules  of  equity 
and  mercy.  Where  offices  might 
be  fuppreffed*  which  formed  the 
whole  maintenance  of  innocent 
))eople,  it  would  be  hard,  faid 
he,  *'  and  hardship  is  a  kind  of 
•'  injuftice,  that  they  who  were 
•*  decoyed  into  particular  fitua- 
"  tions  of  life,  by  our  fault, 
"  fhould  be  made  the  facrifice  of 
•*  our  penitence.  I  do  not  mean 
•'  to  ftarve  fuch  people,  becaufe 
•'  we  have  been  prodigal  in  our 
"  eftablifhments.*'  The  remo- 
vals, he  fard,  would  fall  almoll 
wholly  on  thofe,  who  held  offices 
by  a  tenure>  in  which  they  were 
liable  to  be,  and  frequently  were, 
removed  merely  for  accommodat- 
ing the  arrangements  of  admi- 
niftration  t  and  furcly  the  ac- 
tommodation  of  the  public,  in  a 
great  cafe  like  the  prefent,  was 
•full  as  material  a  caufe  for  their 
removal,  as  the  convenience  of 
any  admin iflration,  or  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  any  miniflcr. 

The  third  fort  of  limits,  he  faid, 
were  to  be  found  in  the  fervice  of 
the  ftate.  No  one  employment, 
really  and  fubflantially  ufeful  to 
the  public,  and  which  might 
not  very  well  be  otherwife  fup- 
plied,  was  to  be  retrenched ;  or 
to  he  diminifhed  in  its  lawful  and 
6 


cuftomary  emoluments.  Td  chi 
off  fuch  fervicei  or  fuch  reward,- 
was  what  he  conceived  neither 
politic  nor  rational  in  any  fenfe. 
—The  fourth  of  his  limits,  was, 
that  the  fund  for  the  reward  of 
fervice  or  meHt,  was  to  be  left 
of  fufficient  folidity,  for  its  pro- 
bable purpofes. — And  the  laft, 
that  the  crown  fhould  be  left  an 
ample  and  liberal  provifion  for 
perfonal  fatisfadion ;  and  for  as 
much  of  magnifi celled,  as  wa* 
fuitable  with  the  burthened  f^at^ 
of  this  country. 

He  had  before  pbferved,  that 
the  whole  of  our  grievances  were 
owing  to  the  fatal  and  overgrown 
influence  of  the  crown;  and  that 
influence  itfelf  to  our  enormous 
prodigality.  That,  they  moved 
m  a  circle ;  they  became  recipro- 
cally caufe  and  efFeft  ;  and  the 
aggregate  produ6l  of  both  was 
fwelled  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  not- 
only  our  power  as-  a  flate,  but 
every  vital  energy,  every  aftive 
principle  of  our  liberty,  would 
be  overlaid  by  ir^  He  knew  that 
influence  was  thought  necefTary 
for  government.  Poflibly,  in 
fome  degree  it  might.  But  he 
declared,  that  it  was  for  the  fake 
of  government,  for  the  fake  of 
reftoring  ^  to  it  that  reverence,- 
which  was  its  foundation,  that  he 
wifhed  to  reflrain  the  exorbitance 
of  its  influence.  Is  not  every 
one  fcnfible  how  much  that  in- 
fluence is  raifed  ?  Is  not  every 
one  fenfible  how  much  autho- 
rity is  funk  ?  The  reafon, 
he  faid,  was  perfeftly  evident. 
Government  ought  to  have  fuf- 
ficient force  for  its  funftions  -  " 
but  it  ought  to  have  no  more.  "^Ic 
ought  not  to  have  force  enough 
to  fupport  itfelf  in  the  negled, 
or  in  thp  abufe  of  them.      If  it 
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has,  they  muft  be,  as  they  are, 
hbufed  and  negleded.  Men  ^ill 
throw  th^mfelves  on  thrir  power 
for  a  juftihcation  of  their  want  of 
order,  vigilance,  forefight,  and 
all  the  virtues,  and  all  the  quali- 
&cations  of  a  ftatefman.  The 
ininlftcr  may  exift,  but  the  go- 
vernment is  gone. 

As  the  whole  of  this  compre- 
henftvc  fcheme  of  reform,  was  in- 
cluded in  the  five  bills  which  were 
propofed  by  its  author,  a  recital 
of  their  titles  will  afford  fome 
general  idea  of  the  principal  ob- 
jefts  to  which  it  was  di reded. — 
The  firfl  was  entitled  **  A  bill, 
"  for  the  better  regulation  of 
•'  his  majefty's  civil,  eftablifti- 
**  ments,  and  of  certain -public 
**  oiEces ;  for  the  limiution  of 
*'  pcnfions,  and  the  fuppreffion 
"  of  fundry  ufelefs,  expeniive, 
"  and  inconvenient  places ;  and 
•'  for  applying  the  monies  favcd 
•'  thereby  to  the  public  fervice." 

The  fecond,  *•  A  bill  for  the 
'*  fale  of  the  fore  ft  and  other 
**  crown  lards,  rents,  and  here- 
**  ditaments,  with  certain  exccp- 
**  tions ;  and  for.  applying  the 
"  produce  thereof  to  the  public 
"/ervicc;  and  for  fecuring,  ajC- 
"  certaining,  and  fatisfying,  te- 
"  nant-rights,  and  coiftmon  and 
'*  other  rights." 

Third,  '*  A  bill  for  the  more 
*'  perfeftly  uniting  to  the  cfown 
^  the  principality  of  Wales,  and 
"  the  county  palatine  of  Chefter, 
"  and  for  the  more  commodious 
"  adminiftration  of  juftice  within 
"  the  fame  ;  as  alfo,  for  abo- . 
"  liftiing  certain  offices  now  ap- 
*•  pertaining  thereto ;  for  quiet- 
"  ing  dormant  claims,  afcentain- 
**  ing  and  fecuring  tenant-rights, 
<*  and  for  the  fale  of  forcft  lands. 
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"  and  other  lands,  tenements, 
"  and  hereditaments,  held  by  his 
*'  majefty  in  right  of  the  faid 
**  principality,  or  county  pala- 
'*  tine  of  Cheftcr.  and  for  ap- 
*'  plying  the  produce  thereof  to 
'*  the  public  fervice." 

Fourth,  •'  A  bill  for  uniting  to 
'*  the  crown  the  duchy  and  coun. 
"  ty  palatine  of  Lancaiter;  for 
*'  the  fuppreffion  of  unneceflary 
*/  offices,  now  belonging  thereto; 
'*  for  the  afcertainmenr  and  fecu- 
*'  rity  of  tenant  and  other  rights ; 
*'  and  for  the  fale  of  all  rents, 
"  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
"  ments,  and  forefts,  within  the 
"  faid  duchy  and  county  pala- 
'•  tine,  or  either  of  them ;  and 
"  for  applying  the  produce  therc- 
"  of  to  the  public  ii?rvice." 

And  fifthly,  "  A  bill  for  uni- 
"  ting  the  duchy  of  Cornwall  to 
*'  the  crown ;  for  the  fuppreffion 
"  of  certain  unncceflary  offices 
'*  now  belonging  thereto  ;  for 
"  the  afcertainment  and  fecurity 
**  of  tenant  and  other  rights ; 
*'  and  for  the  fale  of  certain 
'*  rents,  lands,  and  tenements, 
"  within  or  belonging  to  the  Md 
**  duchy  ;  and  for  applying  the 
"  produce  thereof  to  the  public 
"  fervice." 

On  this  fubjefl,  bcfides  dif- 
playing  the  moft  intimate  and 
comprehenfive  knowledge  of  the 
origin,  hillory,  nature,  govern- 
ment, and  ftate  of  thofe  various 
jurifdictions,  as  well  as  of  their 
refpedlivc  eftabliflimcnts,  and  of 
the  numerous  intercfts  which  were 
aifedled  by  of  conRefted  with 
tl\em,  (for  all  of  which  he  pro- 
pofed to  provide,  either  equita- 
ble and  liberal  compenfations,  or 
perfed  indemnification  and  reme- 
dy,) his  fertile  genius  drew  fuch 
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materials  from  ground  which  feem- 
ipd  fufficiently  blrrtn,  as  ehabled 
him  to  combine  the  beauties  of 
defcrip^ive  poetry,  with  the  clear- 
eft  ftatement  of  fadlsj  and  with  all 
the  powers  of  argument. 

He  commenced  his  reform  with 
the  royal  houfehold ;  in  cftablilh- 
mcnt  which  he '  confidered  as  ex- 
ceedingly abufive  in  its  conftitu- 
tion.  He  fhewed  that  it  was 
formed  upon  manners  and  cuftoms, 
which  had  long  fince  expired ; 
anci  in  many  re^efts  upon  feudal 
principles,  He  ftated'  that  man- 
ners and  modes  of  living  had  to- 
tally chang:ed ;  that  royalty  it- 
felf,  as  well  as  private  men,  was 
obliged  to  give  way  to  the  .pre- 
valence of  that  change ;  but  with 
this  very  material- difference,  that 
private  men  had  got  rid"  of  their 
aniient  eil^bliftifnents  al6ng  with 
the  rcafons  of  them  ;  whereas  the 
royal  houfehold  has  loft  all  th^t 
was  ftately  and  venerable  in  the 
antique  manners,  without  re- 
trenching any  thing  of  the  cum- 
brous charge  of  a  gothic  eftablilh- 
ment.  But  when  the  reafon  of 
old  e'ftablilhments  was  gone,  it 
was.  abfurd  to  preferve  nothing 
but  the  burthen  of  them.  He 
treated  feveral  parts  of  this  fub- 
jeti  with  infinite  humour  j  and  by 
throwing  them  into  various  (hades 
of  ridicule,  increafed  the  djfplay 
of  their  abfurdity. 

His  fcheme  of  redudion  went 
in  the  whole  to  the  following  parts 
^ — To  the  treafurer,  the  comp- 
troller, and 'the  cohRrer  of  the 
houfehold  ;  |hc  trcfur^r  of  the 
chamber,  the  piaftcr  of  the  houie- 
iiold ;  the  whole  b-^nrd  ofp:reeh- 
Cloth,  and  avaft  nuirber  of  fubor- 
dinate  offices  in  the  department  of 
ihc  fteward  of  the  houfehold;  to 


the  whole  eftabliihment  of  the 
great  wardrobe,  the  removing 
wardrobe,  the  jewel  office,  iht 
robes ;  the  board  of  works ;  and 
took  away  almolt  the  whole  charge 
of  the  civil  branch  of  the  board  of 
o^rdnance.  All  thefe  arrange- 
ments taken  together,  he  faid, 
would  be  found  to  relieve  the  na- 
tion from  a  vaft  weight  of  in- 
fluence ;  and  that  fo  far  from  dif- 
treffing,  that  it  would  rather  for- 
ward every  public  fervicc. 

His  plan  likewife  extended  tQ 
the  deftruftioh  of  fubordinate 
treafuries,  and  of  courfe  to  the 
two  treafuries,  or  pay-offices,  of 
the  army  and  navy.  He  propof- 
cd,  that  thefe  offices  ihould  be 
no  longer  iauis  or  ireofurUs ;  but 
mere  cfficet  of  adminifiration  \  and 
that  all  money  which  was  for- 
merly imprefted  to  them,  fhoald 
in  future  be  imprefted  to  the  bank 
of  England.  He  would  likewife 
have  the  bufinefs  of  the  inint,  ex- 
cepting what  related  to  it  as  a 
manuwdlury,  transferred  to  tha? 
great  corporation.  The  plan 
went  to  the  total  removal  of  the; 
fubordinate  treafury,  and  office, 
of  the  paymafter  of  the  penftons  \ 
the  payments  being  in  future  to 
be  made  by  the  exchequer ;  the 
great  patent  offices  of  the  exche- 
quer to  be  reduced  to  fixed  fala-, 
ries,  as  the  prefent  lives  and  re- 
verfions  fhowld  fucccffively  fall ; 
the  feveral  places  of  keepers  of 
the  ftag'  hounds,  buck  hounds, 
fox  hounds,  and  harriers,  to  be 
totally  abolifhed.  He  alfo  pro- 
pofed  to  reform  the  new  office  of 
third  fecretary  of  ttate,  commonly 
called  fecretary  offtate  for  the  co- 
lonies ;  the  fabrication  of  which, 
like  that  of  all  other  late  arrange- 
xaents,  he  confidered  merely  as  a 
*  '    '     job; 
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job,  the  two  antient  fecretaries 
being  foppofsd  now,  as  hereto- 
fore, fully  competent  to  the  whole 
of  the  pablic  buiinefs.  He  con- 
cluded his  plan  of  reduction  by 
propofing  the  total  annihilation  of 
the  board  of  uade,  as  an  office 
totally  afelefs,  anfwering  none  of 
its  avowed  or  fuppofed  purpofes, 
and  fcrving  merely  to  provide 
eight  members  for  parliament, 
and  thereby  to  retain  their  fer- 
viccs.  We  (hould  alfo  obferve, 
that  he  propofed  a  limitation  of 
penfions  to  6o,oool.  a  year ;  but 
he  did  not  propofe  to  take  away 
any  man's  prefent  penfion,  and 
thought  It  more  prudent  in  that 
refped  not  to  adhere  to  the  letter 
of  the  petitions. 

To  this  plan  of  redu6lion  he 
fubjoined  a  plan  of  arrangement. 
This  he  profefled  to  be  his  fa- 
vourite part  of  the  fcheme,  as  he 
conceived  it  would  effedlually  pre- 
vent all  prodigality  in  the  civil 
lift  in  future.  He  propofed  to 
eftabliih  a  fixed  and  invariable  or- 
der in  all  payments,  from  which 
the  firfl  lord  of  the  treafury  (hould 
not  be  permitted  upon  any  pre- 
tence whatever  to  deviate.  For 
this  purpofc,  he  divided  the  ci- 
vil lift  payments  into  nine  clafles, 
putting  each  dafs  forward  accord- 
ing to  the  importance  or  juftice 
of  the  demand,  or  to  the  inabi- 
lity of  the  perfons  entitled  to  en- 
force their  pretenfions.  In  the 
firft  of  thefe  cla/Tes  were  placed 
the  judges ;  the  minifters  to  fo- 
reign courts  in  the  fecond ;  tradcf- 
men,  who  fupplied  the  crown,  in 
the  third;  domeftic  fervants  of 
the  king,  and  all  perfons  in  effi- 
cient offices,  whofe  falaries  did  not 
exceed  200I.  a  year,  in  the  fourth  ; 
the  penfions  and  allowances  of  the 
royal  family^  comprehending   of 
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courfe  the  queen,  together  with 
the  ftated  allowance  of  the  privy 
purfc,  compoied  the  fifth  clafs« 
The  fixth  took  in  thofe  efficient 
offices  of  duty,  whofe  falaries 
might  exceed  two  hundred  pounds 
a  year ;  the  whole  penfion  lift  was 
included  in  the  feventh;  the  offi- 
ces of  honour  about  the  king  in 
the  eighth ;  and  in  the  ninth,  the 
falaries  and  penfions  of  the  firft 
lord  of  the  treafury  himfelf,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and 
the  other  commiffioners  of  that 
department.  To  thefe  arrange- 
ments were  added  fome  regula- 
tions, which  would  for  ever  have 
prevented  any  civil  lift  debt  from 
again  coming  on  the  public. 

No  fmall  ufe  was  made  in  this 
fpeech  of  the  oeconomical  reform, 
which  Mr.  Necker  had  intro- 
duced in  the  French  finances, 
and  the  great  effedls  which  it 
had  already  produced^  both  as  an 
example  and  ground  of  argu- 
ment, for  adopting  Mr.  Burke's 
fyftem. 

Such  was  the  nature  and  defign 
of  this  celebrated  plan  of  reform, 
which  took  up  the  largeft  part 
of  this  very  long  feffion.  During 
a  long  fpeech  of  more  than  three 
hours,  ewry  fide  of  the  Houfe 
fiicwed  equal  marks  of  the  moft 
profound  attention.  Men  of  all 
parties,  however  many  of  then^ 
might  afterwards  oppofe,  or  dif- 
approve  of  Mr.  Burke's  fyftem, 
could  not  for  the  prefent  refrain 
from  beftowing  their  applaufe. 
Nor  were  his  opponents  in  parr 
liament  by  any  means  bifckward 
in  declaring  their  admiration,  of 
that  amazing  fund  of  knowledge, 
with  refpedt  to  every  fubjcd  of 
conftitutional  right,  of  foreign  po- 
licy, of  domeftic  or  colonial  go- 
vernment, and  of  relative  or  ge- 
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neral  commercial  intercfts,  of 
which  that  gentleman  had  upon 
the  prefent  as  well  as  former  occa- 
fions  given  fuch  eminent  proofs. 

The  miniiler  felt  that  the  Houfe 
was  much  ftruck  and  afFedled 
with  what  they  had  heard.  He 
knew  that  the  public  loudly  called 
for  fonje  plan  of  reform  ;  and  one 
now  appeared,  which  it  would  be 
highly  dangerous  to  try  the  ex- 
periment of  rejefting  on  the  firft 
propofal.  He  therefore  agreed  to 
lidmit  the  quellion  on  the  firll 
motion.  He,  who  is  ufually  can^ 
did  and  liberal  in  l\is  manner  of 
treating  his  adverfaries ;  and  be- 
ing a  man  of  great  abilities  and 
eloquence^  feems  plcafed  with  ta- 
Jents,  even  when  they  prcfs  hard 
Vprn  himfelf  ;  now  pafied  the 
hi^hcft  cncumiums  on  the  author 
of  the  plan.  He  like  wife  aflured 
the  Houfp,  that  no  member  in  it 
wa«  more  zealous  for  the  eila- 
bliflimcnt  of  a  permanent  fyllem 
qf  oeccnomy  than  he  was  him- 
felf. But,  that  befides  the  fub- 
jedls  of  the  prefent  being  fo  nu- 
^ncrous  and  various  as  to  require 
fome  time  for  comprehcnfion,  fo|ne 
of  them  likcwifc  afFeflcd  the 
king's  patrimonial  income,  on 
whicl>  account,  he  thought  the 
perm ifHon  of  the  crown  ihould  be 
frll  obtained  before  they  proceed- 
ed on  tUem.  On  this  ground  he 
propofcd  to  poftpone  the  three 
pills  which  related  to  the  crown 
lands,  and  to  the  uniting  the 
principality  of  Wales,  the  county 
palatine  of  C heller,  with  the 
duchy  and  county  palatine  of 
Lancafter, .  to  the  crown.  Al- 
though this  djllinftion  was  ftrong- 
jy  controverted  ;  yet,  when  it 
was  infilled  on  as  a  point  of  dc- 
forum  only,    it  was    agreed    tq 


poftpone  the  bills  to  a  future  day« 
In  three  days  after,  they  were, 
however,  brought  in  without  Qp- 
pofition. .  The  laft  bill,  for  unit- 
mg  the  duchy  of  Cornwall  to  the 
crown,  was  objefted  to  by  the  fur- 
veyo^-  general  of  the  duchy,  on 
account  of  the  minority  of  the 
prince  of  Wales,  whofe  rights 
were  concerned.  Although  the 
minifter  was  totally  filent  on  the 
fubjecl,  and  that  Mr,  Bur|ce 
llrongly  contended  againft  the 
principle  of  the  objedlion,  he, 
however,  at  length,  con  fen  ted  t^ 
withdraw  that  motion  fof  the  pre- 
fent. Thus  the  quellion  for 
bringing  in  the  bills,  pafled  for 
that  time  without  apy  difficulty, 

We  have  feen  before  the  recefs, 
that  on  the  lofs  of  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne's  firft  motion,  he  dc-^ 
ferred  his  fecond,  (which  he, 
however,  left  during  the  interme- 
diate time  for  confideration)  to  the 
8th  of  February,  for  which  day 
the  lords  were  then  furamoncd. 
There  was  accordingly  an  ex- 
ceeding full  Houfe  on  the  ap- 
pointed day,  and  the  noble  earl 
opened  the  bufinefs  with  a  mo- 
tion to  the  following  purport. 

That  a  committee  be  appoint- 
ed, confifting  of  members  of  both 
Houfes,  poflefllng  neither  em- 
ployment nor  penfion,  to  examine 
without  delay  into  the  public  ex- 
penditure and  the  j;nodc  of  ac- 
counting for  the  fame ;  more  par- 
ticularly into  the  manner  of  mak- 
ing all  contrails ;  and  ^t  the  fame 
time  to  take  into  condderation, 
what  faving  can  be  made,  con- 
iiftent  with  public  dignity,  juf- 
tice,  and  gratitude,  by  an  aboli- 
tion of  old  and  new  created  offices, 
the  duties  of  which  have  either 
ceafed,  or  fhall  on  enquiry  prove 
inadc^ 
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inldeqnatc  to  the  fees,  or  other 
einolaments  arifing  therefrom  j  or 
by  the  reduction  of  fuch  falaries, 
or  other  allowances  and  profits  as 
Azy  appear  to  be  nnreafonable ; 
that  the  fame  may  be  applied  to 
leffen  th^  prcfent  ruinous  expendi- 
t\irc,  and  to  enable  us  to  carry 
en  the  prcfent  war  ^gainft  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  with  that  de- 
ciiion  and  vigour,  which  can  alone 
refalt  from  national  zeal,  confi- 
dence, and  unanlmityt 

The  noble  carl  took  a  wide 
fcopc  both  as  to  argument  and 
natter,  in  the  fupport  of  his  mo- 
tion ;  difplaying  much  and  va^ 
riotts  information,  and  giving 
proofs  of  the  iftduftry  as  well  as 
ability  for  which  he  is  diftin^uifh- 
ed.  The  ^reat  point >  he  fioi,  to 
which  all  his  wifhes  tend|6d,  and 
to  effeft  which  his  motion  was 
chiefly  framed,  was  to  anni^H^ate 
the  undue  influence^  operating 
I  upon  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
I  and  to  eilablifh  a  conftitutional 
I  power,  inftead  of  an  unconftitu- 
tional  influence.  The  latter  was 
I  the  curfe  and  baile,  and  would, 
if  not  timely  eradicated,  prove 
the  deflru^lion  of  this  country ; 
the  former,  whether  defcribed  un- 
der the  naxtie  of  prei*ogative,  or 
patronage,  or  the  natural  in- 
fluence of  the  crown,  grew  out  of 
(lie  nature  of  the  conftitution,  and 
was  accordingly  congenial  to  it. 
Thatfolid,  natural,  conftitution- 
il  power,  which,  in  this  limited 
government,  fornicd  an  cffcntial 
part  of  the  inherent  rights  and 
appendages  of  royalty,  afforded  a 
Receffary  poize  in  the  ball  an  ce  of 
the  coiiftitution,  which  fecured 
the  independency  of  the  crown, 
from  being  weighed  down  by  the 
two  other  branches  of  the  legiAa** 


ture.  The  fovercign  Was  indeed 
endowed  with  great  and  high  pre- 
rogatives, and  an  extenfive  na- 
tural iritereft  ;  but  thefb  werd 
very  properly  placed  in  his  hands, 
riot  only  to  afford  dufe  weight  to 
government,  but  t(f  enable  him 
to  reward  and  to  fix  the  attach-^ 
ment,  fidelity,  zeal,  and  to  call 
out  the  adliv^  ferviccs,  of  thofe 
perfons,  who  were  appointed  t6 
difcharge  the  ft^vtfral  funftions  of 
the  ftatc.  The  proper  application 
of  thefe  powers,  afforded  the  high- 
eil  incentives  to  fidelity,  to  the 
utmoft  exertion  of  every  faculty 
for  the  advancement  of  the  public 
interefts,  and  to  the  moft  gallant 
and  noble  military  fervices. 

But  a  fatal  fyllcm,  he  faid,  of 
undue  influence,  no  lefs  perni- 
cious to  the  crown,  than  ruinous 
to  the  nation i  had  moii:  unhap- 
pily, in  this  reigit,  been  adopted, 
and  fubftitutcd  irt  the  place  of 
that  wholefome  and  conftitutional 
power*  On  this  head  he  expa- 
tiated long  and  with  great  fevc- 
rity.  He  faid  thatin  confequence 
of  that  fyilem,  every  thing  which 
could  excite  a  generous  emula- 
tion in  pablic  virtue  and  f^fvice, 
wns  funk  and  loft  in  the  gulph  of 
inHuencc.  The  galljint  veteran, 
the  mnn  of  high  honour  and  in- 
flo.viblc  integrity,  wr.s  not  only 
Aire  of  being  laid  by  and  nc:;- 
lected,  but  thought  him iMf  hap- 
py, if  he  did  not  experience  re- 
peateil  mortifications  j,ud  infultf, 
and  could  even  prcfcrve  his  cha- 
raftcr  and  honour  inviolate,  from 
thofc  atrocious  attempts  to  v/hi ch 
both  were  liable.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  unworthy,  the  fervife, 
the  bafe,  and  the  incapable,  were 
thofe  only  who  rejoiced  and 
triumphed ;  it  was  their  furamer 

[G]  3  and 


•Digitized  by 


Google 


102]    ANNUAL   REGISTER,    1780. 


and  fcafon  of  joy ;  the  means 
which  led  to  their  preferment  and 
favour,  being  perfeftly  congenial 
to  the  bafcnefs  of  their  own  na^ 
ture,  redoubled  their  enjoyment ; 
whilft  the  internal  conviftion,  that 
they  could  not  have  arrived  at 
thefe  diftinftions  under  any  other 
poffible  fyftem  of  government,  af- 
forded a  new  zeil  to  the  l-cliih  of 
'  their  fituation. 

To  annihilate  this  influence, 
and  to  reftore  to  the  crown  its  con- 
ftitutional  power,  he  declared, 
were  the  objefts  he  had  in,  view, 
and  whofe  attainment  formed  his 
moft  earnefl  wi(h.  But  as  long 
as  a  heedlefs  prodigal  minifter, 
was  allowed  to  difpofe  annually, 
without  check,  control,  account, 
or  reilraint,  of  twenty  millions  of 
the  public  money,  (which  was 
about  the  rate  of  our  prefent  ex- 
penditure)* every  hope,  every  at- 
tempt of  that  fort,  would  be  fu- 
tile and  ridiculous. 

He  took  a  wide  circuit  through 
the  meafures  and  motives  that 
led  to  the  condad  and  the  con- 
fequeirces  of  the  American  war, 
in  order  thereby  to  trace  and  de- 
velope,  in  all  its  ilages,  that  in- 
fluence,- and  its  unhappy  cfFedts, 
which  he  fo  ftrongly  charged  and 
condemned*  In  this  courfc,  he 
ftated  a  number  of  deceptions  and 
impefitions,  by  >v-^ich,  he  faid, 
miniflers  had  led  parliament  and 
the  nation,  flep  by  ilep,  into  that 
Yuinous  conieft,  until  they  were 
fo  far  involved  that  there  was  not 
a  poflibility  of  retreating.'  He 
liltewife  entered  into  a  tong,  and 
ably  .conduced  detail,  relative  to 
the  flate,  amount,  and  mode  of 
contracting  of  our  public  debts, 
the  high  rate  of  interell  at  which 
we  were  compelled  to  borrow,  and 


the  fhsnneful  waile  of  money, 
which  he  endeavoured  to  Ihew, 
prevailed  in  every  part  of  the  ex- 
penditure. 

He  fupported  his  motion  on  the 
ground  of  precedent  by  flicwing, 
that  commilCons  of  accounts  had 
almoft  been  regularly  paiFed,  from 
the  fecond  year  after  the  revolu- 
tion, through  the  reigns  of  King 
William  and  Queen  Anne,  and 
the  firft  year  of  George  the  Firll, 
from  which  time  they  were  dif- 
con'tinued.  And,  that  although 
all  thefe  afts  did  not  anfwer  every 
thing  which  might  have  been  ex- 
peded  from  them,  they  were, 
nowever,  the  caufe  of  detecting 
and  reformino;  many  flagrant 
abufes,  which  nad  crept  into  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money; 
the  recalling  of  improper  grants 
made  by  the  crown ;  the  difcover- 
ing  of  feveral  notorious  frauds; 
and  of  bringing  home  corruption, 
particularly  in  the  reign  of  King 
William,  to  feveral  members  of 
the  other  houfe. 

The  Earl  of  Coventry  feconded 
the  motion,  and  gave  feveral 
flriking  inflances  from  his  own 
knowledge  of  th&  diftrefles  of  the 
people,  the  fall  of  rents,  the  ex- 
traordinary decreafe  in  the  value 
of  land,  and  the  failure  of  farm- 
ers, even  upon  old  tenures.  He 
concluded,  that  one  ray  of  hope 
broke  in  to  chear  us,  in  the  mid  It 
of  our  puUic  calamities,  .  which 
was,  that  a  great  majority  of  the 
xlation,  and  of  menofevcry  party 
and  defcription,  feemed  to  be  of 
opinion,  that  nothing  lefs  than  » 
general  reform  could  fave  this 
country;  a  change  of  miniftry, 
and  an  ceconomical  expenditure 
of  the  public  money,  was  the  ge- 
neral cry;  and  he  trufted,  that  if 
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tKe  people  were  fincere,  firm^  and 
true  to  themfelves,  the  faivation 
of  this  country  might  yet  be  ef- 
fcaed. 

The  lords  in  lidminiftratlon^  or 
t)ffice,  oppofed  the  motion  more 
particularly  Upon  the  two  follow^ 
iag  grounds >  which  aftbrded  ob- 
jections to  it>  they  concehded,  that 
were  totally  infurmodn table.  Th6 
£rfl  was  the  impropriety^  and 
even  the  incompetency,  of  onb 
houfe  of  parlianient  to  come  to 
any  refolution^  which  went  cveii- 
tually  to  bind  aild  conclude  the 
proceedings  of  the  otherl  That 
houie  had  no  tnore  power  or  au- 
thority oVer  the  other^  than  the 
other  had  over  that.  It  would 
therefore  be  in  the  higheft  degree 
abfurd  and  nugatory,  to  refolve 
or  voce  a  matter;  which  when  re- 
folved  or  Totedi  codld  carry  no 
efficacy  whatever  without  their 
bwn  walls.  —  The  other  flrong 
grbaod  of  obje^ion  was,  the  im- 
propriety of  the  interference  of 
that  houfe,  and  indeed  its  totsil 
incompetency »  with  refped  to  the 
inHituting  in  tKe  firft  inftahce  of 
any  enquiry;  or  the  attempting  to 
cxercife  any  power  of  control  or 
reform;  in  relatioti  to  the  public 
expenditure.  That  was  a  buiincfi 
ibJely  appertaining  to  the  oth^r 
honfei  It  was  an  exclufivc  in- 
herent privilege;  which  they  ne- 
ver would  pirt  with  upon  any  ac- 
count; directly  or  iiidircflly ;  nei- 
ther by  compofition;  com  prom  ife; 
or  compaft.  The  care  and  ma* 
iiagemeut  of  the  public  purfc,  and 
the  corifequeiit  controul  of  the 
public  expendittirej  had  for  a  long 
feries  of  years,  and  even  of  ages, 
been  in  the  exclufivc  poffcflion  of 
t))e,  commons!  poth  hotifes  (^d 
their  peculiar   rights  and   privi- 


leges i  Time^  ufage,  and  acquief- 
ccnce^  had  given  the  lords  an  ex- 
clufivc power  irt  matters  of  judi- 
cature ;  the  claim  ,of  originating 
inoney  bills  by  the  other  houfe, 
had  the  fame  authority  to  fupport 
it.  If  the  lords  controverted  theiV 
rights  iti  public  n^atters,  tjie  com- 
mons would,  probably,  difpute  in 
turn  the  power  of  judicliture  iit 
the  laft  rc(brt  exercifed  by  the 
peers  1 

They  obfervcdi  that  contefts  be- 
tween both  houfes  ought,  at  all 
times  and  on  all  occdiions,  to  be 
carefully  provided  againft  and  pre- 
vented }  but  Jnuch  tnore  fo  in  fca- 
fons  of  great  difficulty,  fuch  as 
the  prcfcnt  cbnfeiTedly  was,  when 
harmony  and  mutual  confidence 
were  become  indifpenfibly  necef- 
fary  to  the  carrying  on  of  public 
bufinefs,  and  to  the  fafcty  of  the 
(late.  That  fuch  difputes  had 
arifen  in  the  beginning  of  Q[ueen 
Anrie*$  reign > ,  wtiic^  produced 
great  heats  and  difagreemehts 
within  doors^  and  much  diflatis- 
fadtJon  and  difcontent  without ; 
iniomuch  that  the  quceii  foUnd 
hericlf  under  a  neceffity  of  dif- 
fqlving  her  parliament,  in  order 
to  prevent  matters  from  being 
cdrried  tp  extrcmitvi 

The^  reprefented  the  acConnt- 
tiht  bills  which  had  been  pafTed  id 
the  reitns.  of  William  and  Anne; 
as  originating  merely  in,  and  be- 
ing fupportcd  only  by  fadlioiK 
Inii (led i.  that  they  were  found  to 
anfwer  no  good  .purpose  lyfiiitcVer ; 
and  to  have  proved  iiugatory  .-;■> 
to  the  attainment  of  any  fubil.in- 
tial  or  defirablc  qbjc^f^'.  And  that 
accordingly^  {pbn  after  the  accef- 
fibn  of  .  the  houfe  of  ,  Hanpver^ 
when  that  illuftriousfaihily  came  :o 
he  firmly  eftablifhed  on  the  throne ; 
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when  faAion,  tumult  and  fedition 
were  crufhed;  and  the  continual 
fludluation  of  councils  which. per- 
plexed and  diflradcd  the  two  pre- 
ceding reigns,  had  given  way  to 
iieadinefs  and  liability  ;  an  end 
was  then  defer vedly  aYid  wifely 
put,  to  the  continuance  or  renew- 
al of  that,  at  lead,  ineifedive 
law,  which  it  had  for  fome  time 
been  the.fafhion  to  pafs  annually, 
for  examining,  controlling,,  and 
Hating  the  public  accounts  of  the 
kingdom. 

A  great  law  lord,  highly  emi- 
nent for  his  acutenefs,  learning, 
and  ability,  ilrongly  contended, 
that  tiie  propofed  or  intended  re- 
formation implied  in  the  motion, 
fo  far  as  it  related  to  contrads, 
and  the  improper  expenditure  of 
the  public  money,  was  wholly  un- 
jieceflary,  as  the  powers  already 
in  being,  were  fully  competent 
to  the  attainment  of  redrcfs,  witji- 
out  any  new  ones  being  created 
for  that  purpofe.  In  fupport  of 
this  alfertion  he  cited  a  cafe  with- 
in his  own  knowledge,  which  hap- 
pened many  years  fince,  when  he 
was  attorney -general,  at  which 
time  he  prolecuted  a  governor  to 
convidlion,  who  had  been  guilty 
of  fQme  fraud  with  refped  to  the 
cloathing  of  a  regiment.  What- 
•cver  bargain  or  con  trad,  he  faid, 
was  made  with  government,  the 
law  fuppofed  it  to  be  a  bona  fde 
tranfadion,  and  that  the  cro'^'n 
had  full  valup,  and  an  equitable 
equivalent ;  and  the  law,  in  ^\t,xy 
fuc,h  tranfadion,  gave  a  power  of 
redrefs,  cither  by  punifhing  the 
pcrfon  who  'Ihould  be  deteded  in 
defrauding  the  public,  or  by  al- 
lowing the  contrador  only  fuch  a 
fum,  as  his  fcrvices  or  his  com- 
modity   defcrved.  —  He    farther 


flated,  that  the  minifler,  and  eye« 
ry  other  perfon  ading  under  th« 
crown,  were  already,  in  fad,  a« 
refponfible  for  the  expenditure  of 
eyery  part  of  the  public  money 
which  paiTed  through  their  hands, 
as  it  was  poffible  for  the  law  to 
render  them.  They  were  amena- 
ble botli  to  the. crown  and  parlia- 
nnent ;  to  the  firft  in  his  majeily's 
courts  of  law,  and  to  the  latter, 
in  their  inquiiltorial  capacity. 

Nothing  excited  fo  much  in- 
dignation on  that  iide,  as  that 
paffage  in  the  motion,  which  ren* 
dered  the  lords  in  office,  and  all 
thofe  who  enjoyed  any  emolu- 
ment or  pen/ion  under  the  crown, 
incapable  of  being  members  of  the 
propofed  committee.  But  it  was 
more  particularly  rcfented,  and 
that  with  no  common  degvee  of 
warmth,  by  a  noble  earl  lately 
come  into  adminiflration^  He 
declared  it  was  a  libel  on  the 
whole  body  of  the  peerage,  as  it 
fuppofed,  that  fuch  of  their  lord- 
fiiips  as  enjoyed  places  under  go- 
vernm.ent  were,  from  that  cir- 
curoftance,  liable  t^  be  warped 
from  their  duty,  and  to  give  cor-  ^ 
rupt  opinions  on  aqneftion,  which 
it  was  maintained  in  argqment 
was  intended,  and  would  effed, 
the  falvatiof}  of  their  country.  It 
was,  he  would  maintain,  agene-^ 
ral  and  ^  dired  libel  upon  that 
houfe,  and  a  particular  libel  upon 
every  noble  lord  who  ftood  in  the 
defcribed  predicament.  It  was  a 
libel  on  himfclf  as  an  individual; 
and  he  aihrmed,  from  his  own 
knowledge,  that  it  was  falfis  and 
unfounded. 

Some  other  lords  who  were  ia 
the  fame  predicament,  and  w4i« 
Hkewife  objeded  to  that  excluAcn 
in  the  motion^  did  not  go  io  far 
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in  tkeir  re/entment ;  and  were  fa^ 
tis£ed  to  aflcrt  their  own  inde- 
pendence and  integrity,  notwith- 
iboding  any  favours  they  owed  to 
the  crown.  A  noble  earl  in  par«- 
ticahr,  who  had  lately  been  at 
the  head  of  a  commiffion  abroad^ 
of  the  higheft  truft>  and  of,  per- 
haps,, the  greateft  poflible  import-^ 
ance,  and  who  was  then  at  the 
head  of  an  ofiice  of  honour  and 
cignity  at  home,  fpoke  highly,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  debate,  in 
favour  of  the  principle  on  which 
the  prefent  motion  was  founded. 
And  while  he  gave  his  own  fulleft 
approbation  to  the  principle,  de* 
cured  the  attempt  to  be  fo  truly 
mentorieas,  as  highly  to  defer ve 
the  attention  of  every  noble  lord 
prefent.  He  only  lamented  that 
the  pafi*age  in  quelHon,  ihould,  at 
this  moil  critical  and  perilous  cri- 
sis, exclude  any  noble  lord,  from 
rendering  every  fervicc  he  was  ca- 
pable of  to  his  country ;  and 
thought  it  extremely  ill  judged, 
at  fuch  a  feafon,  to  cut  06:  the 
committee  from  the  affi Dance  of 
fome  of  the  firft  characters  and 
ableft  men  in  the  kingdom.  From 
this  drcamftance,  although  ho 
taoft  cordially  approved  of  the  ob- 
ject which  the  motion  pointed  to, 
he  found  bimfelf  in  the  difagree- 
2b;e  predicament  of  not  being 
permitted  to  give  a  vote  either 
'*ay;  but  if  this  ot^jeftion  were 
removed,  the  propoirtion  fhould 
neetwith  his  raoft  hearty  aifent. 

The  fubjeft  of  the  county 
Kectings,  petitions  and  aflbcia- 
tioQs,  was  the  means  of  intro- 
^^Qcing  much  warmth  of  language 
»nd  fentiment,  fevcrity  of  Uric- 
tare,  und  bitternefs  of  obfervaiion 
and  reply,  in  the  courfe  of  the  de- 
kte.    A  noble  lord  newjy  come 


into  adminiftratton,  having  charge* 
ed  the  motion  with  the  feveral  de<% 
feds  of  informality,  abfurdity,  and 
inefficacy  with  refpeft  to  its  avow* 
ed  objed,  pailed  feveral  fevere 
ftridures  on  the  fuppofed  motives 
and  intentions,  which  led  to  its 
being  broaght  forward  at  the  pre- 
^nt  time.  He  affirmed,  that  it 
was  meant  to  combine'  the  motion 
with  the  petitions  now  beforehand 
daily  prefenting  to  •  the  othct 
houie ;  that  as  the  petitions  them-> 
feives  had  been  promoted  by  the 
moH  unjuftifiable  and  improper 
means,  fo  the  motion  was  certain* 
ly  intended  to  bear  a  reiation  to 
them,  in  order  to  embarrais  go- 
vernment, and  thtx>w  an  odium  oa. 
his  majefty's  confidential  advifers. 
That,  if  the  motion  operated  at 
all,  it  could  be  only  in  that  way. 
The  petitions  and  their  contents 
were  in  general  created ;  and  when 
they  feemed  to  arife  fpontancouf- 
ly,  and  from  fentiment,  which  he 
believed  to  be  the  cafe  in  very  few 
in  fiances,  they  were  founded  in 
no  better  than  abfurd,  impradi* 
cable  notions  of  public  reforma-« 
tion,  and  fpecioos  theories,  cal- 
culated to  miHead  the  nation,  as 
being  dircded  to  objeds,  either 
unattainable,  or  which,  if  attain- 
ed, mull  undermine  the  conilitu- 
tion,  and  finally  lead  to  public 
confufion.  That  the  motion  would 
produce  e^eds  fimilar  to  the  coun- 
ty petitions  if  agreed  to;  it  would 
embroil  both  houfes,  impede  pub- 
lic buiinefs,  and  tend  to  anarchy 
and  confufion. 

.  A  noble  earl,  who  had  like- 
wife  lately  come  into  office,  hav- 
ing endeavoured  to  ihew  the  in- 
formality, impradicability^  and* 
libellous  tendency  of  the  motion, 
proceeded  to  reprobate,  in  highly 
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indignant  and  pai&onate  terms, 
the  county  meetings  and  petitions. 
He  faid  they  originated  merely  in 
faAious  motives,  and  in  fa^ious 
motives  too  of  the  very  word  com- 
pleiEkion.  They  tended  to  ufurp 
the  powers  of  government,  and  to 
compel  parliament  to  conceffions 
of  the  moft  dangerous  and  uncon* 
ftltutional  nature  ;  they  were  fet 
up  as  another  eftate,  unknown  to 
the  conftittttion.  They  would,  if 
not  timely  fupprefled,  lead  to 
anarchy  and  public  confuiion.  As 
yet,  they  had  been  eautioufly  and 
artfully  kept  within  the  verge  of 
the  law,  though,  in  fad,  they 
reached  to  the  very  brink  of  re* 
bellion.  He  denied  that  they 
were  the  fenfe  of  the  nation  at 
large;  and  he  hoped,  whatever 
malignant  fpirit  gave  them  birth, 
khat  it  would  be  inftantly  crufh* 
ed.  There  was  nothing  but  refo- 
lution  and  firmnefs,  which  he  was 
perfwaded  their  lordfiiips  would 
hever  want,  when  their  rights 
were  attempted  to  be  invaded,  ne- 
ceflary  to  fubdue  them  ;  and  if 
lie  had  no  other  reafon  for  dppof- 
ing  the  prefent  motion  in  all  its 
}>arts,  he  could  find  in  his  own 
mind  a  fufficient  motive  for  giv- 
ing it  a  negative,  from  its  being 
fo  nearly  allied  in  principle  and 
in  objed,  to  that  facUous,   dan- 

ferous^  innovating,  and  uncon- 
itutional  fpirit,  which  had  given 
exiftence  to  the  county  meetings. 
<— He  concla4^d,  by  declaring  he 
i^as  fatisfied,  that  the  prefent 
inotion  was  fraindd  in  ftich  a  mati- 
her  as  muft  enfure  it  a  negative, 
in  order  thereby  to  throw  an  odium 
iipon  adminiflration,  and  give  an 
opportonity  to  its  friends  and  fup- 
porters  to  enter  a  flaming  proteft, 
which^  being  foon  publUhed,  and 


making  its  way  into  the  country^ 
would  ferve  to  foment  and  in« 
creafe  that  fpirit  of  fedition  and 
difafl^edlion,  which  both  the  au- 
thors and  friends  of  this  motion 
wifhed  to  difTeminate  through 
every  part  of  the  kingdom* 

Such  language  and  charges 
could  not  pais  without  reprehen- 
iion ;  but  we  ihall  firil  attend  to 
the  means  ofed  for  removing  the 
objedUons  which  were  made  to  the 
motion  upon  its  own  bottom. 
The  lords  in  oppoiition  expre/Ted 
their  furprize,  to  hear  the  point 
of  informality  fo  much  laboured, 
and  Uy  long  dwelt  upon,  without 
the  propoul  of  a  remedy  where 
it  might  be  fo  eafily  applied,  and 
without  a  fmgle  argument  of  any 
weight  being  brought  againft  the 
main  objed  t>f  the  motion.  The 
noble  framer,  they  faid,  had  avow* 
edly  left  it  open,  in  order  to  af- 
ford room  for  its  bcin^  rendered 
palateable  to  all  parties.  The 
principle  af  the  motion,  public 
reformation  and  national  oecono- 
my,  formed  the  only  objeds  of 
coniideration ;  and  it  mattered  no- 
thing how  it  might  be  new  fram- 
ed, altered,  and  modified,  fo 
thefe  were  promoted.  One  fimple 
remedy  was  obvious  and  at  hand  4' 
which  would  efFedually  remove 
that  informality  upon  which  fo 
much  (Irefs  was  laid,  and  that  was 
a  matter  of  no  greater  difficulty 
than  merely  omitting  the  words 
"  both  houfes ;"  and  the  motion 
would  then  run— **  That  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed."  It  was  i 
mtre  matter  of  form  ;  and  upon 
a  queftion  of  fo  great  importance; 
and  a  bufinefs  of  fuch  evident  ne- 
ceffity,  fuch  paltry  cavils  were  in- 
excufable,  and  even  fhameful. 

With  regard  to  the  objedion  of 
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btcrfcHngwith  the  other  honfe  in 
money  matters,  they  faid,  that 
without  entering  at  all  into  the 
qaeflion  as  an  abftraft  propofition, 
and  without  any  occafion  for  at  all 
mc::faring  the  peculiar  rights  and 
privileges  of  cither  houfe  of  par- 
liament, this  objedtion  would  be 
as  cafily  done  away  as  the  former. 
The  fimple  meafure  of  a  confer- 
ence would  equally  remove  every 
di^calty  with  rcfreft  to  both.  All 
qttcftions  with  rclpefl  to  points  of 
order,  or  exclufive  privilege,  would 
inlhntly  vanifh,  when  both  houfes 
agreed  in  principle,  and  united  in 
opinion,  upon  the  neceHity  of  a 
reform.  But  abftra^ed  from  that 
remedy,  no  noble  lord  prefcnt 
would  deny,  but  that  houfc  had  a 
right  of  enquiry  in  Aich  matters, 
fofaras  the  difpofal  of  public  mo- 
nies came  under  their  cognizance 
as  a  deliberative  body  ;  it  iignilied 


to  a  furrender  of  their  inherent 
rights. 

The  noble  duke  likewife  ftrong- 
ly  controverted  the  pofition  held 
out  on  the  other  fide,  that  the  ar- 
ticle of  exclufioa  propofed  in  the 
motion,  was  a  libel  upon  the  whole 
body  of  the  peerage,  and  particu- 
larly fo  upon  the  fervants  of  the 
crown.  He  argued,  that  the  in- 
tended exclufion  was  formed  upon 
the  fpirit  of  the  EngliHi  conftitu- 
tion,  and  upon  the  whole  plan  of 
Englifli  jurilprudence.  The  law, 
at  leaft  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land, always  excluded  per fons  from 
acting  in  any  fituation  which  con- 
cerned others,  where  they  might 
be  fappofed  to  ad  under  partiality « 
influence,  or  prejudice,  or  to  have 
any  local  or  native  bias  on  their 
minds.  Such  was  the  cafe  in  the 
conilituting  of  juries,  both  in  civil 
and  criminal  matters  ;    fuch  was 


venr  little  which  houfe  took  up  the  -the  cafe  of  a  judge  going  the  clr- 
buiinefs,  fo  that  the  objp£l  was  ob-     cuit  into  a  country  in  which  he  was 


tained ;  (he  matter  could  not  be 
finally  fettled  without  the  aid  of  an 
ad  of  parliament ;  and  in  that 
cafe,  either  honfe  had  its  power  of 
affenting  or  di (Ten ting  to  whatever 
came  from  the  other. 

A  noble  duke  on  the  fame  fide, 
wen:  ftill  farther  on  that  ground. 
He  infixed,  and  with  grcatftrength 
of  argument  and  knowledge  of  the 
fubjed  endeavoured  to  -demon - 
lirate,  that  the  Houfc  of  Lords 
was  fully  competent  to  enquire  in- 
to the  expenditure  of  public  mo- 
fiey  ;  to  examine  and  controtfl  both 
iti  receipt  and  iilue  *  and  to  pu- 
niih  delinquents,  if  any  fuch 
could  be  found.  He  cited  exam- 
ples to  fbew  that  they  had  often 
excrcifed  thofe  powers;  and  de- 
clared, he  never  would  fuifer  the 
petty  purpofei  of  a  fadion  to  lead 


born  or  pofleffed  property ;  and 
fuch  in  a  great  variety  of  other  in-* 
ftances.  Such  general  legal  pro- 
vifion.s,  and  prudential  cautions^ 
which  went  to  guard  againft  thtf 
weaknpfs,  infirmities^  thepaffions, 
and  the  vices  of  mankind  at  large, 
to  prefcrve  individuals  from  bein^ 
cxpofcd  to  the  dangerous  trials  of 
necdlefs  and  improper  temptation, 
and  even  to  fence  in  private  cha- 
rader  from  undue  fufpicion,  could 
never  be  fuppofed  to  convey  re- 
flection or  imputation  againil  any 
man,  or  body^jf  men. 

In  refpe£l  to  the  declarations  of 
the  court  lords,  relative  to  tke 
manner  of  obtaining  the  petitions^ 
many  other  lords  arofe  to  give  the 
moil  unqualified  contfadidion  in 
point  of  faO,  as  to  feveral  matters 
which   were   Hated  on  the  other 
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fide.  The  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham, in  particular,  ably  vindicat- 
cid  the  York  (hire  meeting.  He 
iffirmed,  that  it  was  neither  pro- 
pofed  or  promoted,  by  any  party, 
or  faclion,  of  by  any  particular 
defcription  of  men.  It  originated 
in  the  fpontaneous  proportions  and 
communications  of. the  indepen- 
dent and  honeft  part  of  the  peo- 
ple of  all  dcfcripHoris,  parties^ 
and'  intcreils.  The  meeting  at 
York  was  too  numerous  arid  too 
independent,  to  be  biafTed  or  led, 
fcy  any  influence  or  power  what- 
ever. The  freeholders  compriz- 
ed, upon  that  occafioh,  within  the 
compafs  of  a  fmgle  room,  pof- 
fefled  landed  property  to  the  a- 
mount  of  eight  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  a  year;  and  iince  .that 
meeting,-  no  lefs  than  nine  thou- 
fand gentlemen,  clergy,  and  free- 
holders, figned  the  petition  then 
agreed  upon.  Asa  farther  proof 
of  the  general  fentiments  of  the 
people  of  that  country,  he  dated, 
that  the  petition  from  the  city  of 
York  had  been  figned  by  no  lefs 
than  nine  hundred  and  twenty  pcr- 
fons ;  although,  at  a  late  warmly 
contefled  elcdlion  for  the  fame 
cit/,  only  nine  hundred  and  {e- 
venty-two  perfons  were  polled  on 
all  fides.  Othe*-  noblemen  vindi- 
cated other  meetings,  which  came 
within  their  refpe<^iive  knowledge. 
Withrefpefttothc  heavy  charges 
laid  again  It  the  principle  of  the 
petitions,  and  the  motives  and  de- 
igns of  the  petitioners,  particu- 
Ivlybyanoble  earl  in  adminiflra- 
tion,  it  was  replied,  that  Ame- 
rica had  refilled,  in  order  to  redr^fs 
her  grievances ;  fo  had  Ireland ; 
fo  had  Scotland;    did  the  noble 


lord  undertake  to  fay,  that  flitf 
Englifh  affociators  were  the  only 
part  of  his  majefty's  fubjefts  whofc 
petitions,  in  the  firft  inftance,  were 
to  be  branded  with  the  odious  epi- 
thets of  tteaforiable  and -rebelli- 
ous ?  Was  every  other  part  of  the 
Britifh  dominions  to  be  lillened 
to  ?  And  was  the  feat  of  empire 
alone  to  be  treated  with  contempt 
and  foul  language? — Were  fifty 
thoufand  armed  Iriih  aflbciators, 
to  have  their  grievances  redrefTed, 
as  dutiful,  loyal,  and  obedient 
fubjeds  ?  Ana  was  the  county 
meetings  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, unainted,  unanociated,  un- 
embcdied,  without  either  ftaves, 
or  any  bther  weapon,  oftenfive  or 
defcnfivc,  to  be  charged  with  be- 
ing on  the  brii'^k  of  treafon  and  re- 
bellion ?— Had  not  the  lofd  lieu- 
teilant  of  Ireland,  in  a  public  aft, 
in  which  he  feprcfented  the  perfon 
of  the  fovcreign,  publicly  thank- 
ed the  Irlfil  aflbciators,  though 
armed  agaiilft  L^w  ?  And  what 
judgment  can  the  v/orld  pafs  on  a 
man,  who  as  *  governor,  ot  lord 
lieutenant  of  an  Irifn  county,  con- 
veyed the  thanks  of  that  parlia- 
ment, to  the  aflbciators,  thusillc- 
galiy  armed,  of  that  county  ovej^ 
which  he  prcfided,  and  who  nov/, 
as  an  Eneiifhman,  fliould  Hand 
up,  and  charge  the  Englifh  coun- 
ty meetings  with  every  fpecies  of 
public  criminality  fhcrt  of  aftual 
rebellion  ? 

It  was  obfcrvrd,  by  another  no- 
ble duke  on  the  fame  fide,  that  thef 
noble  lord  in  adminiftration,  was 
ever  ready  to  conflruc  every  thing 
into  rebellion,  v/hich  carried  the 
lead  appearance  of  oppofition  to 
the   unconllitutional  influence  of 


Earl  of  Hilliborough. 
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tjic  crown ;  and  had  been  pecu- 
liarly fortunate  in  prediding  thcfe 
very  rebellions,  or  acts  of  re.: fi- 
ance, which,  in  rcfpeA  of  Ame- 
rica, he  had  been  fo  in flru mental 
in  exciting. 

A  noble  vifcount  on  the  fnyne 
£dc,  juftified  the  principle  of  the 
petitions,  and  faid,  that  parlia- 
ipent  having,  through  inc  enor- 
mous influence  of  the  crown,  aban- 
doned t};c  care  and  protcdion  of 
the  people,  it  was  at  length  be- 
come necefiary  that  the  people 
thf'mfelres  fliould  look  to  their 
own  prefrrvation.  And,  he  con- 
graiujatcd  his  ccuptry,  on  the  ap- 
proaching appearance  of  being 
emancipated,  through  the  virtue 
and  Hrmnefs  cf  the  people,  from 
a  fv!lem  of  government,  and  a 
mal-adminiflraiion  of  public  af- 
fairs, hitherto  unprecedented  in 
the  annals  of  England. 

Some  occalional,  but  very  inte* 
r?5ing  matter,  was  introduced  in 
ih  s  day's  debate.  A  noble  mar- 
qais,  who  had  once,  for  fome  Jhort 
lime,  been  at  the  head  of  affairs, 
having,  in  the  courfe  of  a  long 
and  exceedingly  pointed  fpeech, 
gone  over,  be&des  a  variety  of  new 
ground,  fome  part  of  that  which 
he  had  opened  on  the  firft  day  of 
the  fcffion,  dire^ly  charged  the 
general  amount,  of  our  paft  and 
prefent  difcontents,  diforders,  mif-* 
fcnuncs,  and  dangers,  to  a  new, 
unconftitutional,  and  dcfpotic  fyf- 
tem,  adopted  at  the  copmence- 
inent  of  the  prefent  reign,  and 
w-hich  confined  in  governing  this 
coantry,  under  the  forms  of  law, 
through  the  influence  of  the  crown. 
—He  had  no  fooner,  he  faid,  per- 
tcivcd  thi?  fyftcm,  than  he  fet  his 
fa?  againft  it,  and  had  now,  for 
•p wards  of  fevcntecn  years,  both 


during  the  fliort  time  he  was  in  of- 
fice, and  out,  conftantly  endea- 
voured to  defeat  its  intended  ef, 
feds. — Every  thing  within  and 
without,  he  fjid,  whether  in  ca» 
binet,  parliament,  or  clfewhcre, 
carried  about  it  the  mofc  evident 
and  unequivocal  marks  of  this  fyf- 
tcm ;  the  whole  oeconomy  of  exe- 
cutive .government,  in  all  its 
branches,  whether  profeiuonal,  de- 
liberative, or  cficial,  proclaimed 
it.  Its  numerous  fupporters  have 
app^arrd  publicly  in  print,  and  by 
a  variety  of  means,  through  books, 
painplilets,  I  nd  news-papers,  have 
oprrily  avoN^cd,  and  defended  it 
without  refcrve.  This  was  the 
origin  of  all  our  national  misfor. 
tunes.  He  was  ready,  he  faid,  to 
avow,  in  his  place,  that  as  the 
mcafures  contained  the  fulleft  tc^- 
timony  of  the  principle  which 
called  them  into  being,  fo  they 
bore  every  internal  and  external 
evidence  of  their  dangerous  ten- 
dency. 

He  faid  the  principle  of  defpo- 
tifm  had  fo  long  appeared,  and 
fecmed  fo  uniformly  to  pervade  all 
our  public  a6\s,  that  he  believed  it 
unnecefTary  to  point  out  particular 
inftances ;  he  fhould  therefore  con-  ' 
tenthimfelf  with  alluding  only  to 
fuch  parts  of  the  fyftem,  as  ap- 
plied more  direftly  to  the  mea- 
fures  purfued  refpedling  America, 
and  the  Eaft  India  company.  There 
it  was,  he  faid,  that  the  plan  of 
extending  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  already  become  enormous 
and  truly  alarming,  blazed  forth 
in  all  its  odious  colours ;  and  there 
it  was  that  that  influence,  under 
the  impofitious  pretence  of  aflert- 
ing  the  rights  of  parliament,  was 
employed  to  veft  the  patronage  or 
unlimited  fovcreignty  of  all  Ame- 
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rica  in  the  crown.  The  fame  ufe 
was  made  of  this  influence  over  the 
Baft  India  company  ;  and  after 
the  iirft  attempt  had  brought  bank- 
ruptcy on  that  company,  the  fe- 
cond  finally  veiled  the  patronage  of 
it  in  the  crown  for  ever. 

The  plan,  he  faid,  was  deeply 
laid  ;  the  independent  part  of  the 
people  were  led  into  the  fnare  by 
thefpecious  pretences  of  defigning 
and  artful  men. — The  company 
were  defcribed  to  be  wallowing  in 
ric&es ;  the  dire^ors,  and  their 
fervants  abroad,  were  faid  to  be 
infinitely  venal,  unprincipled,  cor- 
rupt, and  oppreflive.  It  was 
urged,  that  in  thcpofreffion  of  fuch 
immenfe  revenues  and  profits,  ter- 
ritorial and  commercial,  that  the 
company  ought  to  be  compelled  to 
contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
Hate,  and  to  bear  part  of  the  bur- 
thens, in  common  with  their  fel- 
low-fubje£ls.  The  idea  was  fpe- 
cioas,  flattering,  carried  the  ap- 
pearance of  juitice,  and  immedi- 
ately interefted  the  parties  in  its 
favour,  on  whom  the  impofition 
was  intended  to  be  paHed.  But 
the  whole,  he  faid,  was  a  minif- 
terial  trick,  a  Hate  jugele,  to 
throw  duft  in  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
ple. It  was  patronage,  a  further 
cxteniion  of  court  influence,  which 
was  at  the  bottom  of  all  this, 
however  varnifhed  over  with«fpe- 
cions  appearances  of  public  refor- 
mation, genera]  judice,  and  an 
equitable  diilributibn  of  taxes  and 
burthens  to  be  borne  by  the  fevc- 
ral  refpedtivc  parts  of  the  empire. 
It  was  not  the  fum  of  400,000 1. 
a  year  that  was  the  great  obje^  ; 
it  was  the  aggrandizement  of  the 
crown  that  fet  this  political  ma- 
chine  in    motion.      The  fequel 


proved  it,  he  faid,  beyorfd  tlic 
poUibility  of  doubt  or  uncertainty. 
The  company  in  a  few  years  be- 
came bankrupt ;  and  it  was  re- 
ferved  for  the  prefent  adminift ra- 
tion to  complete,  what  they  had 
fo  happily  begun,  and  fo  fteadily 
purfued.  They  relinquifhed  the 
revenue  with  chearfulnefs,  but  they 
took  care  to  get  the  patronage  in 
exchange.  If  any  proof,  he  faid, 
were  wanting  to  fhew,  that  nei- 
ther  revenue,  nor  a  deii re  to  alle- 
viate the  public  burthens,  formed 
the  true  caufe  ;  it  was  now  fully 
fufficient  to  obferve,  that  no  one 
effedlual  meafure  had  been  taken 
to  promote  reformation  in  India  ; 
for  it  was  impoffible  for  oppreflion, 
public  peculation,  or  any  other 
evil,  faid  to  have  prevailed  in  In- 
dia, at  the  time  that  government 
firlt  broke  in  upon  the  afl-airs  of 
that  company,  to  have  rifen  higher, 
or  to  have  proved  more  pperatix'e 
and  extenfive,  than  they  have  done 
iince  that  period.  A  very  ftrikin^ 
inflance  of  which,  he  faid,  was 
then  depending  in  the  courts  be- 
low, in  the  cafe  of  the  late  Lord 
Pigot,  who  had  been  facrificed  to  the 
private  cabals  of  thofe,  who,  iF 
not  encouraged  by  government, 
were  moft  certainly  proteAed  and 
countenanced  by  it.  This  was  the 
confequence  of  the  interference  of 
the  crown  ;  and  as  to  the  pretence 
of  a  revenue,  it  was,  he  faid, 
needlefs  to  obferve,  that  no  one 
pai:t  of  theconduft  of  the  prefent 
adminiftration,  or  of  the  fy flem 
they  a6led  under,  furnifhcd  even 
the  colour  of  an  argument,  that 
they,  who  had  upon  all  occaiions 
fo  (hamefully  walled  andmif-fpent 
the  public  treafure,  entertained  a 
fingle  idea  of  relieving  the  peo. 
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pie,  whom,  in  every  other  in- 
ftancc,  they  had  fo  heavily  bur- 
thened  and  opprefTed. 

The  nobk  marquis  applied  a  fi- 
siihr  train  of  realoning  to  the  fup- 
portof  this  do^rinewith  refpcA  to 
the  American  meafures.  He  de- 
clared without  refervc,  that  it  was, 
what  he  called,  the  fame  traitor- 
ous principle,  that  produced  the 
American  war,  and  the  long  train 
of  evils  which  have  flowed  from 
it;  and  he  was  perfuaded^  befides 
tiiat  great  objed,  that  in  the  courfe 
of  fomcof  the  events  which  fell  oat 
in  America,  one  great  fpur  which 
induced  minifters  to  ruih  blindly 
on,  was  in  expeflation  of  being 
gratified,  and  of  gratifying  their 
friends  and  fupporters,  with  ex- 
peftcd  confiications  of  the  lands 
and  properties  of  thofe  who  took 
up  arms  againil  government ;  and 
fhoald  they  now  perfift  in  turning 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  and  thereby 
force  them  into  nieafures  of  refifl- 
9Dce,  he  ibould  likewife  be  con- 
vinced, that  one  motive  among 
others  would  be,  a  profpedt  of 
confifcationa  nearer  home,  and  the 
profcription  of  the  lives  and  for- 
tunes of  thofe  who  (honld  Hand 
forth  the  friends  of  their  country, 
and  of,  as  yet^  its  unrivalled  con- 
^tuiion. 

How  far,  and  whether  at  all, 
thefe  political  opinions  may  be 
tinged  with  the  colour  of  party, 
are  ijueftioRS  on  which  we  are  not 
to  form  any  public  opinion;  but 
the  authority  from  which  they  pro- 
ceed, and  ftill  more,  the  magni- 
tode  of  the  objcfts  to  which  they 
relate,  bellow  on  them  an  appear- 
ance of  fo  much  importance,  that 
wc  deemed  it  fitting,  if  not  nece(- 
firy,  to  prcfcrve  them  to  the  pub- 


He  ;  referring  their  validity  to  the 
explanations  of  time,  and  to  the 
decifion  of  a  more  temperate  fea- 
fon. 

The  bufinefs  of  this  day  was 
likewife  particularly  dillinguiihed, 
from  the  part  taken,  and  the  cir- 
cumftanccs  attending  it,  by  the 
Marquis  of  Carmarthen.  This 
young  nobleman  had  poflciTed  a 
place  of  high  honour  and  emolu- 
ment, at  the  head  of  the  queen's 
houfehold,  and  was  alfo  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  the  north  riding  of  the 
county  of  York.  Private  bufinefs 
had  preventea  his  attending  the 
great  meeting  at  York;  but  he 
lent  a  tetter  a  few  days  after  to  the 
committee,  approving  in  general 
of  their  proceedings,  but  making 
fome  objedlion  to  the  fcheme  of  all 
fociation,  and  to  the  propofed 
committees  of  correfpondence.  Al- 
though this  condud  could  not.  but 
excite  obfervation,  and  perhaps 
furprize,  nothing  confequent  to  it 
appeared,  iintil  a  few  days  preced- 
ing the  motion  now  before  us,  when 
he  voluntarily  refigned  his  office  at 
court. 

In  the  prefent  debate,  the  noble 
marquis  thought  proper  to  explain » 
and  to  affign  the  motives  of  his 
conduct  in  both  inflances.  He 
faid,  he  gave  his  full  afTent  to  the 
motion,  as  he  thought  it  the  only 
means  of  preferving  this  country 
from  inevitable  ruin,  by  promot- 
ing union  among  all  ranks  and  de- 
fcriptions  of  men,  and  of  courfe 
reiloring  energy  and  confidence  to 
government.— He  declared,  that 
he  liked  and  applauded  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  petitions ;  they  breath- 
ed the  fame  fpirit  with  the  prefent 
motion.  And  he  ftated  the  parti- 
culars of  his  condudk  with  refpcdk 
to  the  York  meeting. 

He 
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He  then  faid,  that  he  had  a  few    the  mean  rcfentmcnt  which 
place. 


days  iince  refigned  a  place,  the 
folding  of  which  he  ihould  ever 
ellcem  one  of  the  greatclt  honours 
cf  his  life.  Why  had  he  refigned 
it  ?  Becaufe  his  duty  to  his  fove- 
reign  and  his  country,  and  a  re- 
gard for  his  own  honour,  would 
not  permit  him  longer  to  retain  it. 
JBe  could  no  longer  give  his  fup- 
port  to  a  miniHry,  which  had,  af- 
ter a  feries  of  repeated  trials,  prov- 
ed ihemfelves  pufiUanimous,  in- 
capable, and  corrupt;  who  had 
brought  ihc  nation  to  the  brink  of 
dellrufkion ,  and  ftill  perfilled  to 
plynge  it  dcep6r  into  mifery,  cala- 
mity, and  danger.  They  were  the 
curfe  of  this  country,  and,  he 
feared,  they  would  prove  its  ruin. 
One  of  thcni  from  his  defcrved  ig- 
nominy, and  the  other  from  his 
criminal  indolence,  incapability, 
and  neglecl.  The  firll,  in  a  fea- 
ibh,  when  talents  and  abilities  were 
moll  wanted,  having  driven  almoft 
every  man  under  thofe  defcriptions 
Irom  the  fervicc,  by  infult  ai;d  had 
tfeatracnt. 

He  faid,  that  while  he  remained 
in  place,  he  did  not  think  it  de- 
cent to  oppofe  government.  He 
ffouldqotin  confcieqce  abfenthim- 
lelf  from  his  duty  in  parliament  at 
fp  momentous  a  crilis;  the  only 
ij^cthod  therefore  which  prefented 
iffelf  to  him,  in  order  to  get  rid 
€f  the  embarraflment,  was  to  re- 
Ugn.  But  what  had  been  the  con- 
ical uence  of  this  moderate  con- 
duel?  That  of  dirmifllng  him,  on 
that  very  morning,  from  an  office 
ke  held  under  the  crown,  the  lorji 
lieutenancy  of  the  north-riding  of 
the  county  of  \ork.  He  did  not 
pretend  to  fay  who  it  was  that  ad- 
TJfed  that  mcafure  :  but  let  it  come 
(iroin  whom  it  may,  he  defpifed 


it  birth  ;  he  laughed  at  the  foil)-, 
but  he  felt  the  injuflice  and  in- 
tended infult  as  he  ought. 

As  fome  paflages  in  this  fpeech 
were  fuppofed  to  allude,  if  not 
to  point  dire^ly,  to  the  firft  lord 
of  the  admiralty  then  prefeat,  the 
matter  was  zealoufly  taken  up  by 
a  young  carl,  who  entered  into  a 
warm  and  cordial  vindication  of 
his  friend ;  which,  from  the  na, 
ture  of  the  fubjeft,  could  not 
however  go  any  farther,  than  af- 
fcrtion,  denial,  or  opinion.  But, 
''although  the  matter  was  a  good 
deal  agitated,  and  the  noble  earl 
immediately  concerned,  thought 
it  neceflary  to  enter  pcrfonally 
into  the  difcuffion,  no  fatisfaclion 
whatever  could  be  obtained  from 
the  noble  marquis.  And  though  he 
was  called  up  fevcral  times,  in- 
flead  of  retracing  any  part  of 
what  he  had  advanced,  or  even 
foftening  it  by  explanation,  he 
rather  ftrengthencd  and  enforced 
it,  by  entering  more  fully  into 
particulars.  He  liill  faid,  th:it 
the  bcft  men,  men  of  the  hiahcft 
profcCional  merit,  were  cither 
driven  totally  from  the  fen'icc  by 
the  noble  minifler,  or  were  deter- 
red from  accepting  any  command 
under  his  diredion.  Every  man 
who  accepted  of  a  command,  he 
faid^  accepted  it  under  the  condi- 
tions of  a  double  peril ;  that  of 
being  employed  and  deceived  ; 
and  that  of  being  certain,  that 
thofe  who  deceived  him,  would 
be  the  firft,  as  they  were  the 
moft  powerful,  in  effef\ing  his 
difgrace.  He  fliould  not,  he  faid, 
enter  into  detail,  or  quote  naraci, 
as  he  believed  it  totally  unnecef- 
fary  to  defcend  to  particulars ;  fcr 
every  pcrfon  who  had  been  em- 
ployed 
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i>loyed  ftood  almofl  in  th^  fame 
predicament  j-^he  believed  ot}ier 
commanders  declined  the  fcrvice, 
firom  their  not  deeming  either 
uicii  charaders  or  perfons  fafe  id 
certain  hands;  — and  that  from 
what  ha4  already  happened^  he 
vii»  entitled  to  fay,  that  no  man 
of  ability,  or  who  regarded  his 
jioaoor,  could  prudently  ferve  in 
the  navy  under  its  prefent  admi- . 
siilration. 

After  long,  various,  in^por- 
taat,  and  very  intereiling  debates> 
the  queltion  was  at  length  put, 
upon  a  motion  modified  from  the 
original  to  the  following  ptirport. 
To  appoint  a  committee,  confift- 
iog  of  lords  poiTefling  neither 
place  nor  peniion,  to  examine, 
without  delay,  ^  into  the  public 
-  expenditure,  and  the  mode  of  ac- 
counting for  the  fame. —*"  This 
motion  was  rejefted  Upon  a  divi- 
fion,  by  a  majority  of  loi  lords, 
including  aojproxiesi.  to  55  lords, 
iocluding  only  five  proxies^ 

Great  as  this  majority  was,  the 
oppoiition  (hewed  fuch  a  ilrength 
upon  this  diviiion,  as  they  had 
Jiot  done  for  feveral  years  before ; 
which,  alon^  with  fome  other 
concurrent  circumftances,  would 
have  been  confidercd,  in  a  feaibn 
of  Icfs  permanency  than  the  pre- 
fent, as  holding  out  alarming,  if 
not  ominous  fymptoms« 

The  rejedion  of  this  motion, 
brought  out  (as  had  been  predi£^- 
cd  during  the  debate  by  a  noble 
iord  in  adminiftration)  a  proteft 
of  no  fmall  length ;  and  abun- 
dantly fraught  with  argumenta^ 
tive  matter,  relative  to  the  public 
fxpenditorb,   which  did   not  by 


any  means  feem  calculated  to  af- 
ford much    fatisfa£lion    to   tHofe 
people,  who  felt  themfelves  hea- 
vily preiTed  by  the  bizrtheas*  of  tHk 
fUte.      In    this  piece,    the  noble 
proteflors  feem  to  pay.  fome  parti- 
cular attention    to  an    obje^lioil 
made  to  the  motion,  as  if  it  mean^ 
to  abridge  the  rights  of  monarchy, 
and  to  make  the  crown  depen- 
dant upon   the  parliament.—- *To 
this  they  reply  as  follows—*'  If 
**  the  objection  means  to  iniinu^ 
«*  .ate,  that  corruption  is  necef . 
**  rary  to  government,  wc  ihall 
**  leave  that  principle  to  confute 
*'  itiel/  by  its  o>vn  apparent  inU 
*'  quity.      That    this  motion   is 
*'  intended  to  diminish  the  cbn- 
**  ftitutional  power  of  the  crown, 
**  wa'deny.      The  conftitutional 
**  power  of  the  crown  we  are  no 
*'  lefs  folicitous  to  jpreferve,  than 
*^  wc  are  to  annihilate  its  oncon- 
**  ftitutional  influence.   The  pre- 
*'  rogative    rightly    underftood^ 
"  not  touched^  or  intended  to  be 
**  touched  by  this  motion,    will 
*'  fupport  the  crown  in   all   the 
*'  fplendour    which    the    king's 
'*  pcrfonal  dignity  reqdires,  and 
"  with  all  the  authority  and  vi- 
*'  gour    neceflary    to    give    due 
*'  efFedl  to  the  executive  powers 
"of  government." 

The  prtjteft  was  iigned  by  33 
lords.  The  Mafquis  of  Carmaf^ 
then  fubfcribed  to  the  whole,  ex- 
cepting one  article ;  and  the  Earl 
of  Radnor  prbtefltfd  without  af- 
figning  reafons.  The  Earl  of 
Pembroke's  name  now  appeared 
for  the  £ril  time  on  the  £de  of 
oppoiitioa. 
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CHAP.    vr. 

Colonel  Barre  gi«ues  n9fic9  of  his  intended  proptfitions  relati*ve  to  a  com*' 
mittee  ef  accounts.  Sememe  approved  of  by  the  minifttr*  Sir  Gterge 
San^ilU's  mfititn^  for  an  account  of  patent  places  andfalariet^  agreed  to. 
Second  motion,  for  an  account  of  penfions,  during  pUafmre  or  othemuife^ 
afpofed.  Debate  broken  off  by  the  illnefs  of  thejpeaktr.  Refumed  in  the 
foUamoing  *ustek.  Amendment y  moved  by  the  minifter.  Long  debates. 
Minifter's  amendment  carried,  on  an  exceedingly  clofe  divifion.  yamaica 
pstition  prefented  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  the  fuije/i  firongly  enforc- 
idf  by  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  Thanks  of  the  lords  and  commons 
to  Jdmiral  Sir  George  Rodney,  fbr  his  late  eminent Jervicet.  Atttn$pt  by 
the  oppofitiofi',  in  both  houfes,  to  obtain  fome  mark  of  royal  favostrfor 
that  commander.  Scheme,  for  a  commiffion  of  accounts,  annotmced  bf 
the  tmmfter,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  StriSseres  on  that  bu/me/t, 
Mr.  Burke* s  eftablijhment  bill  read  a  firft  andfecond  time  'without  op^ 
pojstion ;  debate,  and  dimifiok,  relative  only  to  time,  on  its  committal. 
Motion  by  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  Mar* 
fuis  of  Carmarthen^  and  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  from  the  lieutenancy  of 
their  refpeSive  counties^  ^uefion,  much  agitated.  Motion  rejeSed  on 
a  divifion. 


IN  a  few  days  after  the  difclo- 
fure  of  Mr.  Burke's  icheme  of 
reform.  Colonel  Barre  gave  notice 

Feb.  Hth.  ^^  ^^l  intention  to 
^  move  for  a  committee 
of  accounts,  as  fupplcmental  to, 
and  an  ufeful  enlargement  of  that 
plan.  He  coniklered  the  appoint- 
ment of  fuch  a  committee,  as  af- 
fording the  nearell  an^  the  moft 
eafy,  if  not  the  moft  effeflual 
means,  for  correfUng  the  evils  a- 
riiing  from  the  prefent  mode  of 
voting  great  fums  of  the  public 
money  without  eflimate,  and  for, 
in  fooie  degree,  remedying  the 
procraflinating  forms,  and  the 
dilatory  coorfe  of  condufling  bu- 
iinefs,  which  prevailed  in  the  ex- 
chequer ;  and  by  which  it  was  at 
prefent  rendered  totally  inadequate 
to  its  purpofes.  Ho  hoped  great 
advantages,  he  faid,  frqm  a  com- 
mittee coniifting  only  ef  a  few 


men ;  for  though  he  knew  that 
the  minifter's  ftrength  in  the  houfe, 
would  virtually  reft  their  nomina- 
tion  with  him ;  yet  he  depended 
much,  that  the  fmallnefs  of  their 
number,  and  a  confcioufnefs  tKat 
the  tyt%  of  the  public  were  fully 
fixed  upoii  them,  would  operate 
pov^'crfuUy  upon  their  condu6^. 

As  the  views  of  the  minifter 
could  not  yet  be  penetrated,  the 
full  and  open  approbation  which 
he  gave  to  this  propofal,  could 
not  but  excite  fome  fur  prize  on 
all  fides.  ■  He  faw  the  temper  of 
the  nation  was  fuch,  that  (bme- 
thing  muft  be  done  to  gratify  the 
people,  and  he  quickly  perceived, 
that  as  the  adoption  of  the  pre- 
fent mcafure,  would  carry  a  fair 
appearance  of  intended  examina- 
tion  and  enquiry  into  the  prefent 
great  objeds  of  complaint  and 
grievance,  and  hold  out  a  prof- 
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pc£k,  however  remote,  of  redrefs, 
10  it  might  be  happily  fabftituted 
for  feme  other  propofed  meafures 
of  reform,  which  would  be  ex- 
eeedingly  troablefome  in  their 
progrefsy  and  could  not  be  finally 
diipofed  of  without  much  difficul- 
ty; nor  probably  without  fome 
Jofs  to  government,  whether  by 
abfolnte  conceifion,  or  by  admit- 
ting fome  new  re^Aions  and 
powers  of  controul,  with  refped 
to  the  adminiifaration  of  the  public 
£nance  and  expenditure.  At  any 
rate,  the  firft  operation  of  the 
propofed  meafure  would  be  to  gain 
time,  which,  in  the  prefent  cur* 
cumftances,  was  every  thing ;  the 
fervor  of  the  people  would  there- 
by be  allayed ;  and  their  views 
being  drawn  off  to  a  diftant  ob- 
jed,  might  be  entirely  worn 
away,  and  even  the  fubjed  for- 
gotten, before  the  refult  of  the' 
enquiry  could  be  known.  In  the 
meanf  time,  it  could  require  no 
extraordinar^r  fagacity,  to  modify 
the  bafinefs  in  inch  a  manner,  ta 
would  efiednally  prevent  its  ex- 
tending an]^  &rtner  than  was 
wiChed  and. intended. 

The  minifter  accordingly  ap- 
plamkd  the  propofal  highfy ;  and 
only  wondered,  that  a  meafure  of 
fach  obvious  utility  had  not  been 
dkonght  offooner;  he  confidered 
this  as  the  moft  eflential  ground 
of  reform  that  could  be  propofed, 
and  exoeded  that  it  wouM  have 
been  tsucen  up  before.  For  him- 
felf,  he  wiihed  to  hear  the  propo- 
rtions of  gentlemen  from  every 
fide  of  the  houie ;  and  he  aflured 
them,  that  no  man  in  it  would 
be  mote  ready  to  adopt  any  plan 
that  .al^peared  calculated  for  the 
protildtion  of  ceconomy,  and  for 
reducing  the  public  expence  to 


order  and  limit.  He  acknowledfi^« 
ed,  that  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money  fhould  be  brought 
as  much  as  poffible  under  check 
and  controttl ;  and  that  the  pir- 
fent  courfe  of  exdiequer,  was 
inimical  to  a  fpeedy  and  effednal 
controul;  that  lyflem  was  unequal 
to  the  prefent  extent  of  bufinefs ) 
and  created  delays  and  inconve- 
ntendes,  which  tended  to  oh- 
ftrud,  ittftead  of  expediting  the 
national  fervice.  The  people, 
he  faid,  ou^ht  to  be  fatisfied  with 
refped  to  the  expenditure ;  it  was 
their  right;  they  expeded  it; 
and,  for  his  own  part,  there  waa 
nothing  he  wiihed  mo(re,  thaa 
that  the  utmoft  deamefs  and  pre«- 
cifioa  fkomkL  be  found  in  the  pub.* 
lie  accottutsj «—  He  conclude  by 
declaring,  that  he  thought  a  com- 
miffion  5[  accounts,  would  afford 
the  moft  eligible  means  of  checks 
ing  the  public  expence;  that  « 
committee,  compoied  of  a  fmall 
number  of  gentlemen,  rendered 
permanent,  and  fitting  through 
the  year,  would  be  capable  of 
T^idering  folid  fervice  to  the 
country;  and  that  he  wiihed  to 
fee  fo  falntary,  and  indeed  fo  ne- 
cefiTary  a  meafure  adopted. 

The  oppofition,  on  their  fide, 
congratulated  and  applauded  the 
miniiler ;  but  although  they  ac- 
knowle^ed  the  candour  and  fair- 
nefs  which  he  had  ihewn  in  adopt- 
ing the  propofed  idea,  one  gen- 
tleman of  great  difcemment  ob- 
ferve  J,  that  he  could  by  no  means 
go  along  with  him  in  the  opinion, 
that  a  oetter,  or  a  more  ready 
mode  of  accounting  to  that  houfe 
for  the  expenditure  of  public  mo- 
nies, might  not  be  deviled,  and 
reduced  to  praftice,  than  that  of 
appointing  commiffioners  of  ac- 
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counts.  They  w«re  however 
much  pleafed,  at  the  point  now 
nnexpe<ftedJy  gained  ;  and  the 
jfen-tleman  who  had  introduced  the 
buflnefs  gave  notice,  that  he  would 
prepare  and  bring  in  proportions 
for  the  purpofe. 

On  the  following  day,  Si» 
George  Saviile  moyed.  That  an 
acto4int  of  all  places  held  by  pa- 
tent from  the  crown,  with  the  a- 
sRCunt  of  the  falaries  annexed  to 
them,  and  a  lift  of  the  perfons  at 
^rcfent  holding  them,  fliould  be 
laid  before  the  houfe.  By  this 
Account,  he  faid,  the  houfe,  and 
of  courfe  his  conftituents,  would 
be  enabled  to  judge,  of  the  fer- 
•vices  done  to  the  ftate  in  return 
-lor  the  falaries  paid  by  it ;  and 
then  it  would  be  in  the  jadge* 
ment  of  the  houfe  to  deckle,  what 
offices  were- efficient  and  neceffa- 
ry,  and  the  number  that  were 
inicrely  fmecurcs^  and  their  emo- 
luments a  burthen  to  the  people, 
without  any  return  of  fervice. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to, 
he  moved.  That  an  account  of  all 
fubfifting  pcniions,  granted  by  the 
crown,  during  plcafure  or  other- 
wife  ;  fpecifying  the  amoHnt  of 
fuch  penfions  re^cAively,  and  the 
times  when,  arid  the  perfons  to 
-whom,  fuch  penfions  were  grant- 
ed, fliouJd  be  laid  before  the 
houfe.  He  obfe»ved,  that  his 
honounible  friend,  Mr.  Burke, 
-with  th^t  l!b<»rality  peculiar  to  his 
nature,  had  foregone,  in  his  plan, 
an  enquiry  into  fubjefts  of  that 
fort;  but  however  laudable  the 
'  motives  of  tendernefs  upon  which 
He  a^ed  cenninf y  were,  the  people 
beinft  rouzcd  by  their  feelings  and 
reccfTities  to  a  clofe  examination 
of  the  ftate  of  their  own  affairs, 
«nd  into  the  caufes  of  thofe  evils 


which  they  rxpcricnced,  demand-' 
ed  a  more  Ariel  and  rigid  mode  of 
condud.  That  the  enquiry  pro- 
pofed  by  his  motion  formed  a 
principal  objeft,  not  only  with 
his  conftituents,  but  with  the 
county  meetings  in  general  ;  and 
was  neceflarily  become  a  part  of 
the  plaa  for  affording  fatisfaftion 
to  the  people  which  he  thought 
himfelf  bound  to  adopt.  Whe- 
ther it  an fwered  their  expe£^ation, 
in  the  whole,  in  part,  or  not  at 
all,  was  not  the  queftion  ;  tKc  en- 
quiry, and  confequent  knowledge 
of  the  faft,  would  afford  the  fa- 
tisfhftion  which  he  defired. 

A  ftrong  and  determined  oppo- 
sition to  this  motion  was  imme- 
diately a,pp>irent;  but  the  debate 
was  broken  off  by  the  fuddcn  ill- 
ncfs  of  the  fpeaker,  and  thebufi- 
nefs  lay  over  to  the  follpwing 
week.  On  its  revival,  the  ., 
minifter  moved  an  amend- 
ment, reftrifting  the  account  10 
thofe  penfions  onl-y  which  were 
paid  at  the  exchequer;  but  thii» 
he  afterwards  enlarged,  to  the 
giving  the  general  amount  of  all 
penfions,  but  without  any  fpeci- 
fication  of  names,  or  particulari- 
ty of  fums,  excepting  in  the  tint 
inftance. 

The  propofcd  amendments 
bro light  out  very  long,  and  ex- 
ceedingly warm  debates;  in  the- 
courfe  of  which  the  minifter  had 
the  mortification  of  difcovering 
much  matt<:r  of  apprchenfion  and 
alarm ;  and  of  meeting  fuch  an 
oppolition  as  he  had  nevep  before 
encountered.  He  grounded  his 
oppofition  to  the  motion,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  on  a  principle  of  de- 
licacy. To  expofe  the  neceflities 
of  antientand  noble  families,  whofc 
fortunes  were  too  narcow  for  the 
fuppcrt 
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Cipport  of  their  rank»  to  the  pry- 
cg  ^c  of  malignant  curiofity,  he 
fud,  would  be  not  only  wanton » 
but  cruel.  To  expofe  the  man 
who  had  a  penfion,  to  the  envy 
and  detra^ion  of  him  who  had 
Hon?,  and  by  whom  he  was  there- 
for? hated ;  to  hold  him  up  as  an 
obje^  for  tke  eratiiication  of  pri-^ 
V2rc  malice  and  the  malevolence  of 
party,  aerely  as  a  price  for  the 
favour  conferred  o»  him  by  the 
crown,  would  fu rely  be  a  proceed- 
ing, 'in  its  nature,  equally  odious 
aaJ  contem|>tible«  Yet  thefe  were 
the  certain  e0e6ls  which  jnull  pro- 
ceed from  an  indifcriminate  difr 
cjofure  of  the  penfion  lift  ;  along 
v/iih,  he  faid,  the  furnifhing  out 
matter  for  a  fcaft  to  newfpaper  and 
party  writers,  to  be  by  them  dreft 
fip  in  their  own  manner  for  the  en- 
ttrtainmcKt  of  the  public,  at  the 
cxpeiice  of  the  nobleft,  perhaps 
ttie  worthieft  aikl  moft  deferving 
members  of  the  ftate.  Such  were 
the  ill  e£c£b,  and  the  .noble  lord 
declared  himfelf  incapable  of  dif- 
covcriijgany  good,  which  theraa- 
lioa,  it  carried,  would  inevitably 
produce. 

The  minifter  farther  faid,  that 
he  had  very  fufficient  reafons  for 
belie\'ing,  that  the  true  Hate  of 
tiie  penfion  lift  was  very  little 
known  and  under ftood«  That  all 
was  not,  properly  fpeaking,  pen- 
non, that  appeared  on  that  lift. 
Several  large  falaries  werp,  in 
exchequer  language,  daffed  un- 
der that  denomination  $  and  ac- 
cordingly fwelltd  the  payments  in 
that  lift,  to  which  they  did  not 
properly  belong.  Ana  if  thefe 
were  dedu6ied,  along  with  the  four 
killings  in  the  pound  tax  on  places 
and  penfions,  the'  remaining  pen- 
£pQ  l\i  vfouii  kc  found  nqt  to  ex- 


ceed 50^000 L  a  year;  which 
would  be  10,000 1.  a  year  lefs, 
than  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  plan  of  re- 
form, thought  reaibnable  to  be  al- 
lotted  to  that  article  of  public  ex<- 
pence.  He  therefore  thought, 
that  the  county  meetings  muft  be 
very  ill  informed,  when  they  made 
the  fuppofcdexcefs  in  that  depart- 
ment a  leading,  article  in  their  lift 
of  grievances.  And  he  was  cer- 
tain, that  if  the  people  of  £ng^ 
land  only  knew,  that  all  that  could 
be  gotten  by  expoiing  the  names 
of  ieveral  honourable  perfons  on 
the  penfton  lift,  would  amount  to 
no  more,  under  the  moft  rigid 
qpconomy,  than  the  faving  of  a 
few  tboufand  pounds  a  year,  their  , 
hearts  would  revolt  at  the  idea  of 
fuch  a  motion. 

He  concluded  by  drawing  a  dif- 
tindion,  between  the  money  grant- 
ed exprefsly  to  government  for  the 
other  public  fer >  ices  of  the  ftate, 
and  that  allotted  to  the  fupport  of 
the  civil  lift  eftabliftiment.  The 
firft  was  to  be  fpeciiically  applied  $ 
and  the  proper  officers  were  anr 
fwerable  for  the  difpofal,  as  well 
as  accountable  for  the  amount. 
But  the  money  granted  to  the 
king  for  his  civil  lift,  was  granted 
freely  and  without  controul ;  it. 
was  then  his  pcrfonal  property; 
was  liable  to  no  reftridlion  whatr 
ever  s  and  was  as  fully  under  his 
dire^ion,  and  as  entirely  at  his 
difpofal,  as  the  rents  of  a  private 
eftate  could  be  to  the  owner. 

The  minifter^s  principle  of  de- 
licacy was  laughed  at  on  the  other 
fide.  Penftoi^s  granted  for  honour- 
able ferviee,  they  faid,  were  marks 
of  honour,  and  not  of  difgrace. 
Not  did  thofe  granted  for  fupport- 
ing  the  rank  of  antient  and  noble 
families,  whofe  poverty  proceeded 
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from  the  fault  of  their  anceftors, 
and  not  their  own,  convey  the 
fmalleft  degree  of  reproach.  Po- 
verty was  no  difgrace,  where  it 
was  not  brought  on  by  perfonal 
vice  or  folly.  As  little  did  the  peo- 
ple wifh  to  fupprefs  fuch  liberalit^y 
or  to  retrench  the  means  of  it, 
when  properly  and  honourably  ap- 
plied, in  the  crown.  Ireland  af- 
forded a  livine  proof  within  their 
knowledge,  that  fuch  notions  of 
fuppofed  delicacy  were  entirely 
ideal  and  unfounded.  The  holders 
of  penfions  in  that  country  were  to 
the  full-  as  proud  and  as  delicate, 
as  thofe  under  the  fame  circum- 
ilances  in  this.  Yet  the  peniion 
lift  in  that  kingdom  was  every  fe- 
cond  year  laid  before  parliament, 
and  publifhed  in  all  their  news-pa- 

Sers,  .  without  its  producing  any 
egree  of  that  difgrace  and  uncafi- 
neis  to  individuals,  and  without 
opening  any  of  thofe  fources  of 
detra^on  and  malevolence,  of 
which  the  miniiler  now  pretends  to 
be  fo  apprehenilve.  Not  a  Angle 
lord  or  lady,  however  antient  their 
families,  or  however  proud  of  their 
rank,  whether  Engliih  or  Irifh, 
was  ever  yet  known  to  throw  up  or 
to  refufe  a  pen  Aon,  upon  the  ac- 
count of  that  publication. 

The  noble  ford,  they  faid,  had 
endeavoured,  with  his  ufual  art, 
but  with  uncommon  induftry,  to 
render,  by  the  minifterial  juggle 
of  his  calculations,  and  by  (hew- 
ing it  through  the  wrongendof  the 
perfpcftive,  the  ohjt€t  of  the  mo- 
tion fo  apparently  diminutive,  as 
to  be  unworthy  the  attention  of  the 
people,  and  the  confideration  of 
parliament.  But  even  taking  it, 
they  faid,  upon  his  own  word,  and 
fuppofing  for  a  moment  his  repre- 
fentation  to  be  as  {sax,  as  it  was 


diredlly  calculated  to  impofe  and 
miflead,  although  it  would  be  ac- 
knowleged,  that  forty  or  fifty 
thoufand  pounds  a  year,  was  not 
Amply,  and  immediately  in  itfelf, 
an  object  of  great  national  atten- 
tion, yet,  as  every  thing  great 
muft  be  done  by  detail  to  oecome 
fo,  it  was  ridiculous  to  contend, 
that  fuch,  and  lefTer  fums,  were 
not  At  objects  to  be  attended  to, 
and  included,  in  any  fcheme  which 
took  in  a  reform  of  the  national 
expenditure. 

But  money,  they  faid,  was  only 
a  fecondary  conAderation,  whe- 
ther with  the  petitioners,  or  with 
themfelves.  The.  Arft  and  great 
objedof  both,  was  the  deAru^ion 
of  that  undue  and  corrupt  influ- 
ence, which  was  the  fatal  A>urce 
of  all  our  evils,  calamities,  dan- 
gers, and  of  the  greater  part  of 
that  ruinous  expence,  under  which 
the  nation  was  An  king.  If  by 
cutting  off  forty  or  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  from  the  means  of 
that  corruption,  forty  or  hfiy  vo- 
ters could  be  cut  off  from  that  im- 
penetrable parliamentary  phalanx, 
on  whom  noreafbn,  argument,  or 
affedlion  for  their  country,  was 
ever  capable  of  making  an  im- 
prefilon,  nor  of  deterring  from  an 
adherence  to  the  miniftcr  of  the 
day,  whoever  he  may  be,  and  in 
whatever  predicament  he  might 
Aand,  it  would  be  gaining  an  ob- 
ject of  no  fmall  importance ;  and 
prove,  in  its  efFeft,  the  faving  of 
infinitely  greater  fums.  Had  fuch 
favings  taken  place  in  time,  Ame- 
rica would  ftill  have  been  a  part  of 
our  Arength  and  glory. 

They  treated   farcaftically  the 

liberality  and  candour,  with  whleh, 

they  faid,   the  noble  minifter  had 

fo  generouAy  offered    to  gratify 

parliament 
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to  hx  fiich  fpecific  charts.  The 
great  objed  of  the  motion  was  to 
obtain  that  very  evidence  which  it 
now  demanded.  This  the  mini- 
(let  abfolutely  xcfuCcs  to  grantj 
and  at  the  very  inftant  that  they 
fee  he  withholds  thf  means,  his 
advocates  boldly  challenge  us  to 
brine  forward  our  proofs. 

The  comparifon  drawn  by  the 
iJiinifter  between  the  civil  lift  re- 
venues^ and  the  rents  of  a  private 
eftate,  was  not  at  all  allowed  to 
hold.  Various  parts  of  that  vaft 
eftablifhment,  the  oppofition  faid, 
were  applied  to  great  national  pur- 
pofes;  to  thofe  of  public  dignity 
and  utility,  as  well  as  to  the  fup* 
port  and  fplendor  of  the  crown. 
Parliament  had  a  right,  and  was 
in  the  prance,  of  enquiring  and 
feeing  into  tlie  appropriation  of 
that  money.  If  it  were  othcrwife, 
and  that  great  revenue  to  be  con- 
iidered  merely  as  pcrfonal  pro- 
perty, the  whole  of  it  might  be 
drawn  off  from  its  original  pur- 
pofes,  and  applied  to  thofe  or  the 
moft  dangerous  nature.  The  po- 
fitipn  was  therefore  to  be  totally 
exploded,  as  equally  fallacious  and 
dangerous. 

It  was  not  a  little  remarkable, 
that  almoft  the  whole  weight'  of 
this  very  long  debate  lay  upon  the 
minifter ;  who,  excepting  the  af- 
fiftance  of  fome  of  the  crown  law- 
yers, was  left  alone  to  endure  the 
neat  and  brunt  of  the  day.  He 
was  of  courfe  fo  exceedirigly  hard 
puihed,  that  he  was  frequently 
Forced  to  fhift  or  abandon  his 
ground;  wKilft  every  change  of 
pofition,  afforded  fome  new  open 
mg  for  the  feveritks  of  his  antago 
nilis.  In  thefe  circumftances, 
which  were  aggravated  by  t^e  na- 
ture of  the  conteft,  and  tlve  appa- 
rent doubtfulnefs  of  the  iiTue,  it 
[«]4  U 


parliament  with  an  accoant'  Of 
thofe  peniions,  which  were  rego. 
Izrly  paid  at  the  public  oi&ces  of 
the  exchequer ;  a  degree  of  in- 
fonaation  which  every  man  in  the 
kingdom,  whether  native  or  fo* 
Feigner,  might,  by  a  proper  appli- 
cation, obtain  to  as  full  an  extent, 
as  it  was  pofiefled  by  the  noble  lord 
iimfelf.  But  it  happened  unluc- 
kily that  this  liberality  was  thrown 
away,  as  the  offer  did  not  at  all 
reach  to  the  obje£U  intended  by 
the  people,  or  propofed  by  the 
mover  of  the  preient  motion. 
Their  enquiries  were  dire^ed  to 
peafion5  of  another  nature  than 
thofe  that  were  paid  at  public  offices . 
They  were  directed  to  temporary 
penfions;  to  penfions  during  plea- 
fare  ;  to  peniions  for  the  pnrpofe 
of  parliamentary  corruption.  So 
anqaalified  were  the  charges  upon 
thb  ground,  that  a  gentleman  de- 
darSas  a  fad,  founded  upon  au- 
thority, he  faid,  which  he  could 
not  doubt,  that  theminifter,  at  the 
dofeof  every  fefiion,  had  a  fettlor 
ment  of  fucn  pehfions  to  make ; 
that  a  private  lift  of  names,  with 
the  feveral  fums  apportioned  to 
their  refpedive  fervices  or  merits, 
was  then  produced ;  and  that  asfoon 
as  the  money  was  paid,  the  paper 
was  immediately  burnt,  and  no  me- 
morial of  the  tranfadion  preferved. 
This  occafioned  a  call  on  the 
oppofition  from  one  of  the  law  of- 
ficers to  come  forward  with  their 
proofs,  to  name  and  point  out  the 
celinquents;  but  not  to  throw 
aboat  charges  of  fuch  a  nature  at 
random,  if  they  were  not  able  to 
fupport  and  eftabliih  them.  To 
this  it  was  replied,  that  the  learned 
gentleman  well  knew,  that  they 
could  not  poffibly  poffcfs  the  fpecies 
of  evidence,,  which  the  rules  of  that 
Jwittfc  rendered  neceffary,  in  order 
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is  not  to  bo  wondered  at,  if  he  triumphed,  not  ottly  in  tl^c  clei^-e 
could  not  perfcftly  prefcrve  his  ^  ncfs  of  the  divifion,  but  in  an  af- 
equanimity of  temper; 'and  if  he     fertion  which  they  repeatedly  c- 


could  not  even  entirely  refrain  from 
fltewine  fome  appearances  of  vexa. 
tion  and  peeviihnefs. 

I'he  queilion  being  at  length 
put,  at  half  an  hour  after  onp 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  mini- 
fter's  amendments  were  carried, 
and  but  juft  carried,  upon  a  divi- 
fion,  by  a  majority  of  two  only ; 
the  numbers  being  188  to  186. 

Sir  George  Savillc  then  declar- 
ed, that  as  the  motion,  in  its  pre- 
fent  ftate,  was  totally  changed 
from  that  which  he  had  propoied, 
and  was  rendered  utterly  incapa- 
ble of  obtaining  that  information 
for  the  people,  which  it  was  both 
his  wifh  and  his  duty  to  lay  before 
them,  he  fhould  therefore  give  the 
matter  entirely  up,  and  fhould  no 
longer  give  himlelf  or  his  friends 
any  trouble,  by  fruitlefsly  oppof- 
ing  minillers  in  any  point  which 
they  were  determined  to  carry. 

This  was,  however,  an  extra- 
ordinary divifion.  But  the  lofs  of 
the  queftion  was  the  more  vexati- 
ous to  the  opppiltion,  as  they  con- 
ceived they  had  ftrength  in  town 
fully  fufficient  to  have  carried  it ; 
and  even  attributed  thedifappoint- 
ment  to  the  accidental  abfence'of 
fome  particular  friends.  On  for- 
mer occafions  this  would  have 
been  matter  of  triumph  ;  but  they 
were  grown  more  diiRcult  fincc 
their  late  increafe  of  ftrength; 
and  complained  bitterly,  that  vo- 
lunteer  troops  can  never bebrought 
to  pay  that  ilrift  attention  to  dut}% 
which  is  praAifed  by  trained  and 
difciplined  bands,  who  have  been 
longnabituated  to  the  pundualob- 
iervance  of  a  regular  command » 

fhc- popular  prints,  however. 


choed,  that  not  a  fmgle  Engliih 
gentleman,  however  he  might  af- 
terwards  vote,  had  opened  his  lips 
on  the  fide  of  the  minifter,  in  th« 
courfe  of,  fo  long  a  debate.  It 
was  made  no  lefs  a  matter  of  exul- 
tation, that  of  the  knights  of  the 
fhire,  or  reprefentatives  of  Englifli 
and  Welfh  counties,  who  were  then 
prefent,  only  eleven  fupported  the 
minifter  by  their  votes  ;  while  no 
lefs  than  fifty-feven  voted  for  Sir 
George  Saville's  original  motion. 
Such,  and  fo  powerful,  was  the 
effcd  of  that  fpirit  which  was  now 
prevalent. 

It  was  on  the  ftme  day  of  Sif 
George  Saville's  motion,  that  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham  brought 
the  Jamaica  bufinefs  forward  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords ;  where  he  pre- 
fented  a  petition  fimilar  to  that, 
and  fubfcribed  by  the  fame  names, 
which  we  have  already  feen  a  fub- 
jcfitof  animadvcrfion  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  He  went  over  the 
whole  ground  of  complaint,  and, 
in  a  fpeech  of  con fider able  length, 
fuppOFted  and  enforced  the  feveral 
mattrrs  of  charge,  in  a  manner 
which  Ihewed  a  very  full  know- 
lege  of  his  fubjeft  j  in  doing 
which,  he  endeavoured  particu- 
larly to  eftablifh  the  following 
points  :  -r-The  great  importance 
and  ineflimable  value  of  theifland 
— The  fatal  confequences,  with 
refpeft  to  all  our  remaining  Ame- 
rican and  Weft  Indian  poficfficns, 
which  niuft  be  the  immediate  and 
inevitable  rcfult,  of  its  becoming 
the  property  of  the  enemy,  but 
more  elpeciaUy  of  France — The 
criminal  conduft  of  minifters  in 
negledting  all  proper  and  rational 
p^ovifipn. 
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as  the  fenfe  of  tlie  id^d,  hot 
merely  as  contaixiing  the  fenti^ 
ments  of  thofe  perfons  by  whoni 
it  tvas  fabfcribcd.  He  contende^^ 
that  the  proteftora,  thoagh  not  fa 
numeroas,  poiTeired  property  eqoal^ 
if  not  fuperior^  to  tne  petitioners  ; 
fron^  whence  he  argoed  thst  their 
opinions  were  of  equal  weight  and 
importance. 

This  aiTertion  drew  up  the  Mar- 
qui$x>f  Rockingham,  who  having 
moved  that  the  names  of  the  peti- 
tioners ihould  be  read,  obfenred* 
that  he  believed  moft  of  them  were 
known  to  their  lordfliips ;  it  wm 
now 'in  the  noble  lord's  power  who 
had  read  the  proteft,  to  bring  the 
matter  to  an  immediate  iiTue ;  he 
had  only  to  pafs  the  names  of  the 
proteflors  in  counteryiew  before 
them,  and  the  bufinefs  would  be 
fettled ;  it  would  be  at  once  feen 
on  which  fide  the  ouefUons  of  pro- 
perty and  refpedaoility  lay. 

The  noUe  lord,  however,  de- 
jdined  to  read  the  names  of  thcpr». 
teHors  ;  but  infifted  on  his  general 
portions ;  that  the. petitidners,  al- 
though many  of  them  were  refpeft- 
able,  did  not  polTefs  half  the  pro- 
perty of  the  ifland ;  that  one  third 
of  the  merchants  and  planters,  had 
not  iigned  either  the  petition  or 
proteft ;  and  it  was  fairly  to  be 
concluded,  that  thofe  who  had  not 
figned  the  former,  did  not  ap- 
prove of  its  contents. 

The  Marquis  rejoined,  that  the 
motives  for  declining  to  read  the 
names  a£  the  proteftors  were  eafily 
underftood.  The  noble  lord  was 
tender  of  fome  names ;  and  did 
not  wifh  to  bring  certain  charaders 
forward,  which  had  figured  in  that 
tranfadtion.  After  fome  obferva- 
•tions  on  thefe,  and  drawing  a 
ftrong  contrafl  between  the  ftateof 
charader. 


provifion,  for  the  fccurity  and  pro- 
tcdion  of  fo  inef^imable  a  pofief- 
6on — And,  the  adtual  and  immi- 
nent internal  and  external  dan- 
gers, to  which  the  ifland  has  at  fe- 
vcrai  different  times  been  fubjed- 
e<i,  through  that  negled. 

On  thelaic  grQund,  he  particu*^ 
L:.v' infilled,  and  endeavoured  to 
diinonflratc,  as  well  by  a  letter 
from  Governor  Dal  ling,  as  by 
c:!:cr  authorities,  that  fcarcely  a 
hope  could  have  been  formed  of 
U'.  lag  the  ifland,  if  D'Eltaing  had 
^  nt  his  force  thither,  at  the  time 
'•':.t,fc  fortunately  to  this  country, 
i  ^  direclcd  his  courfe  to  Georgia. 
i^  •  that  the  prefervation  of  one  of 
tre  mofl  valuable  appendages  to 
tr.e  crown  of  Great  Britain,  relied 
tinn  the  error,  blindnefs,  or  folly 
cf  the  enemy.  He  farther  urged, 
thst  this  condu6l  could  not  even  be 
kfuT  palliated,  as- to  attribute  it 
to  mere  negligence  or  forgetful- 
nefs ;  fuppofing  that  either  could 
be  admitted  as  any  palliation.  For 
that  fo  early  as  the  year  1773,  and 
repeatedly  iince,  miniHers  had  been 
warned,  by  petitions  and  applica- 
tions fron\  the  iiland,  of  the  dan- 
gers, both  within  and  from  with- 
out, to  whieh  it  was  expofed ;  and 
of  which  no  other  notice  was  taken 
in  the  iirft  inltance,  than  thedraw-r 
ing  awcy,  for  the  unhappy  pur- 
pofes  of  the  American  war^  one 
Half  of  the  very  weak  military 
force,  (amounting  to  300  men) 
which  had  been  before  afligned  for 
its  defence.  Nor  had  any  thing 
cffecloal  been  lince  done. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  proteft 
(of  which  we  have  before  taken 
^tice)  was  brought  forward,  and 
ppad  by  Lord  Onflow  as  part  of  his 
Speech,  in  order  to  ihew,  that  the 
Ftitioo  ihould  not  be  confideced 
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chwtB/Sber,  property^  and  refpefta- 
bility  on  both  ^des^  ke  comment- 
ed, npon  what  be  called  rather  a 
ladicjont  paflage  in  the  proteft; 
by  whifch  it  is  held  oat  as  a  mo- 
tire,  for  their  objeding  to  a  peti* 
lion  for  prote£kionl  to  parliament, 
that  it  was  the  intereft  of  the  mer* 
chants  and  planters  to  ftand  well 
with  government. 

The  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty 
acknowledged^  that  the  merchants 
and  planters  who  figned  the  peti. 
tion>  were«  in  every  inftance,  as 
worthy  and  as  refpe£iable  a  body  of 
men,  as  any  in  this,  or  in  any 
ether  kingdom ;  but  that  there  was 
not  a  fingle  fad  flated  in  the  peti. 
tion,  nor  alledged  in  its  fapport, 
which  he  would  not  be  ready  and 
prepared  y  one  by  one,  at  a  proper 
time,  to  difprove.  This  brought 
out  fome  altercation  between  him 
and  the  noble  marquis  ;  in  which, 
befides  a  difference  of  opinion  with 
refped  to  circumftances  of  danger 
and  protection  y  feveral  aflertions 
and  contradidions  to6k  place  as  to 
fa£ts  and  dates.  The  petition  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  uble  for  the 
perafal  and  confideration  of  the 
lords ;  under  the  avowed  intention 
of  the  Marquis  of  Rockinghain, 
to  make  it  the  foundation  of  a  fn» 
ture  motion,  for  the  protedion 
and  fecurity  of  the  iiland  of  Ja- 
maica; an  intention  which  the 
meafures  adopted  by  government, 
about  this  time,  rendered  unnccef. 
fary. 

On  the  laft  day  of  February,  the 
minifter  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
moved,  that  the  thanks  of  that 
houfe  ihottld  be  given  to  Admiral 
Sir  Georee  Rodney,  for  the  late 
^gnal  and  important  fervices  he 
haid  rendered  his  king  and  coun- 
try.   The  motion  was  feconded  by 


Mr*  Thomas  Townihend,  warmly 
fupported  by  the  oppofition,  and 
unanimouAy  agreed  to  by  the 
hottfe.^  Afimilarmotionwasmade 
on  the  following  day  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  by  the  Earl  of  Sandwich, 
feconded  by  the  Marquis  of  Roc^ 
kingham,  and'  agreed  to  in  the 
fiune  manner* 

But  the  oppofition  wiihed  for 
&me  more  fuofUntial  return,  than 
a  mere  vote  of  thanks,  for  the  ef- 
fential  fervices  uerformed  by  that 
brave  commander ;  and  accord- 
ingly warmly  contended  in  both 
houles,  that  while  the  impreiTion 
of  fervice  was  recent  and  warm, 
they  Ihould  proceed  a ftcp  further; 
ancf  apply  for  fome  mark  of  royal 
favour,  which,'  in  cafe  of  any  fi- 
nifter  accident,  or  future  misfor- 
tune, might  SLfFord  to  him  fome 
fecurity,  againil  his  being  again 
negled^,  and  his  fervices  for- 
gotten. 

This,  they  faid,  was  the  more 
neceiTary,  as  that  admiral  had  in 
the  lait  war  received  the  thanks  of 
both  houfes  for  the  important  fer- 
vices which  he  then  performed ; 
and  yet  he  wzs  afterwards  moft 
ihamefully  laid  by  and  negleded, 
without  any  proviiion  being  made 
for  him  fUitable  to  his  rank  and 
high  charader  ;  fothat  honour  was 
almoU  the  only  harveft  which  he 
reaped.  It  was  likewife,  they 
faid,  the  more  necefiary,  as  it  was 
u;iderilood  that  he  was  deftined 
with  an  inferior  force  to  the  pro- 
tedion  of  our  Weil  India  iflands  ; 
and  that  nobody  was  ignorant,  in 
cafe  of  misfortune  or  Igfs,  with 
what  dexterity  the  prefent  minillers 
could  ihift  the  blame  from  them- 
felves,  however  culpable,  upon 
the  ihoulders  of  their  commander. 
In  fttch  a  cafe.  Sir  George  Rod- 
ney 
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tey  muft  exped  the  itmt  fate, 
whidi,  they  laid,  every  other  of- 
iicer,  who  ventured  to  aA  under 
tkeir  dire^on,  had  already  expe* 
rienccd. 

The  poft  of  Lieutenant  General 
of  the  Marines,  which  had  been 
inftitated  as  a  reward  for  extraor- 
dinary merit  and  fervice,  and  which 
had  unofttally  continued  vacant^ 
€vcr  fince  the  refignation  of  Sir 
Hngh  Pallifer,  was  the  immediate 
objcft  which  the  oppo/ttion  had  in 
view,  in  favour  of  Sir  George 
Rodney ;  hut  this  was  mentioned 
only  as  matter  of  converiation,  or 
propofal  to  the  minifters,  as  they 
wTJold  not  feem  to  prcfcribe  to  the 
crown  by  any  fpecification.  Nor 
did  they  wifh  to  pufh  the  bufinefs 
to  an  addrefs  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
fflons,  (where  only,  confillently 
with  forms,  it  could  be  done)  if 
they  could  obtain  a  fatbfa6lory 
promife  from  the  minifter  on  the 
fubjeft.  This,  however^  not  ap- 
pearing to  them  to  be  immediately 
done,  Mr.  Marfham  framed  a  nio- 
tion  for  an  addrefs,  that  his  ma- 
jefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
beftow  fome  high  poft  of  honour 
on  Admiral  Sir  George  Brydges 
Rodney,  for  his  late  iignal  ler- 
vicej. 

The  minifler  declared  the  great- 
fft  peribnai  regard  for  the  abfent 
commander,  as  well  as  the  fulleft 
fcnfc  of  his  great  merits,  fervices, 
and  high  naval  charader ;  nor  was 
viy  gentleman  in  the  houfe  more 
*ilUne  that  he  fhould  be  moft  amply 
Rewarded.  But  he  obferved,  that 
it  would  not  only  be  unprecedented 
to  follow  a  vote  of  thanks  with  an 
immediate  addrefs  for  a  reward  j 
hot  that  fo  coupling  the  two  mat- 
<«8,  would  in  future  fubjeft  the 
houfe  to  very  great  difficulty,  and 


efiablifh  a  precedent  which  they 
would  hereafter  have  caufe  tore- 
pent.  He  therefore  wifhed  the 
motion  was  withdrawn,  as  it  would 
be  exceedingly  irkfome  to  him  to 
oppofe  it ;  v^ich  yet  he  mufl  other* 
wife  be  under  a  necefltty  of  doing, 
merely  for  the  fake  of  parliament 
tary  precedent. 

As  the  miniller  likewife  afTured 
the  houfe,  that  he  was  far  fit>ni 
thinking  the  place  of  lieutenant- 
general  of  the  marines,  by  any 
means  more  than  equal  to  the  ad- 
miral's high  deferts,  the'juflnefs 
of  his  reafonin^,  and  the  clearneft 
of  his  declarations,  afforded  fuch 
conviftion  and  fatisfadion  cm  tho 
other  fide,  that  the  motion  wa$ 
withdrawn;  but  under  the  de- 
clared prefumptioA,  that  fbme«» 
thing  was  intended,  and  would  be 
effeaually  done,  in  favour  of  the 
admiral.  It  may  be  difficult  to  de- 
termine, whether  the  two  great 
naval  commanders  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  (Admiral  Keppel, 
and  Lord  Howe)  did  greater  ho-* 
nour  to  themielves,  or  to  Sir 
'George  Rodney,  by  the  liberal, 
clear,  and  unreferved  approbation 
and  applaufe,  which  they  bellowed 
upon  his  conduA  and  fervices. 

The  eround  taken  by  the  Mar* 
quis  of  Rockingham  and  other 
lords  on  that  fide,  was,  an  endea* 
vour  to  obtain  from  the  marine 
minifler,  by  fhiting  the  propriety 
and  expediency  of  the  meafurr, 
fbme  affurance,  that  either  the  va- 
cant place,  or  fome  equivalent 
mark  of  royal  favour  and  reward, 
was  intended  to  be  beftowed  on  the 
abfent  admiral;  the  difarraAged 
flate  of  whofe  private  affairs,  af- 
forded motives  which  were  flrongly 
ur^ed  in  both  honfes,  for  its  not 
being  merely  honorary. 

But 
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But  this,  the  noble  lord  at  the  head 
of  the  admiralty  abfolutely  refufed. 
Hefaid,  it  was  the  peculiar  province 
of  the  crown  to.diftingtti(handre« 
ward  thofe  who  had  ftrved  it  ably 
and  faithfolly ;  that  it  would  be 
prefumption  in  him  to  undertake 
or  (ay,  what  his  majefty  might  or 
might  not,  or  ought  to  do  ;  that 
it  wonld  be  a  direft  invafion  of  his 
prerogative  to.  prefcribe  to  him  on 
tiich  an  occaiion  ;  that  graces  and 
fttvours,  fuch  as  thofe  defcribed, 
ivere  the  proper  gift  of  the  fove- 
rcign^ ;  that  he  never  wiftied  that 
houfe  to  entrench  on  this  ex- 
cluiive  right ;  and  it  was  well 
known  to  be  one  of  the  leading 
charaderiftics  of  his  majeily's 
icign,  to  reward  fuch  of  his 
fubje^s  as  feemed  worthy  of  his 
Sivour  and  protection. 
«^     ,     t  On  the    following: 

March  2d.  ^^y^  the  miniiler  fur. 

prized^  at  leall,  one  fide  of  the 
houfe,  bv  opening  his  fchcme  for 
the  appointment  of  a  CommiJ/ion  of 
Accounts,  He  obferved,  that  the 
amount,  the  increafe,  and  the 
manner  of  conducing  the  public 
expenditure,  had  of  late  ail'orded 
continual  topics  of  debate,  con- 
yerfation,  and  complaii\t;  and 
that  it  had  even  been  propofed  to 
withhold  the  fupplies  for  thofe 
parts  of  the  public  fcrvice,  for 
which  eftimates  were  nht  previa 
oufly  produced.  With  refpe£t  to 
that  matter,  he  mud  repeat  what 
he  had  often  faid  before,  that  while 
ytt  were  engaged  in  a  widely  exr 
tended  and  expeniive  war,  it  would 
be  impoflible,  in  many  inftances, 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  fer- 
vices,  to  lay  previous  eftimates  be- 
fore the  houfe.  The  extent,  pe- 
culiar nature,  and  circumftances 
•f  khe  war«  were  tikew^fe  to  ac? 


count  for  the  enormity  of  the  ex-^ 
pence. 

He  wifhed,  however,  as  hear* 
tiiy  as  any  one  gentleman  in  tfKit 
houfe,  to  give  the  public  the  fuilell 
fktisfitdion,  that  the  money  \v:.s 
duly  applied  to  their  fervice  ;  and 
he  equally  wiihed,  that  fomc  me- 
thod could  be  de\iled  for  Hating 
and  fettling  the  public  accounts  in 
fuch  a  inanner,  that  the  numerous 
balances  upon  each  head  of  ex- 
pence,  might  be  brought  forward 
more  fpeedily,  and  in  confequence 
be  the  fooner  applied  to  the  public 
fervice.  Various  methods  had  been 
hinted  at  for  effecting  this  purpo fc  ; 
the  method  he  Aiould  propofe, 
would  be  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  ap- 
pointing a  commiflion  of  accounts ^ 
He  thought  a  commiilion  would 
Have  many  advantages  over  a  com- 
mittee of  accounts;  as  it.  might 
be  llrengthened  with  powers,  with 
which  the  houfe  was  not  capable  of 
In  veiling  the  latter;  particubrly 
the  calling  for  papers  of  all  forts, 
and  the  examining  witnefles  upon 
oath.  That  former  coramifiions  of 
this  nature  had  proved  nugatcr>', 
he  faid,  was  eafily  to  be  accounted 
for,  and  as  eafily  to  be  rcpedied. 
The  (iiult  lay  partly  in  the  caufe, 
and  partly  in  the  fijrm  and  exten; 
of  their  juriAiiftion.  TJiey  had 
merely  been  authorized  wjth  a  re- 
trofpe6live  view  ;  he  meajii  to  cup, 
ry  the  prefent  idea  much  fartl»''. 
He  intended  that  the  bill  fhould 
exprefsly  authorize  the  commifli- 
oners,  not  only  to  enquire  into  th« 
accounts  of  the  pafi  expenditure, 
but  into  the  current  accounts ;  and 
farther  direA  them,  to  confult, 
prepare,  and  report  to  the  houfe, 
what  ihould  upon  due  exainination 
and  confultation  appear  to  them  to 
be  a  more  eafy  and  ipeedy  mode  of 
>kee|>ing 
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J-.^-^r.ing  the  public  accounts,  and 
l.'iimg  them  to,  that  their  true 
•  ..'c  might  from  time  to  time,  as 
r-  ar  as  poflible,  be  laid  before  the 
H(.Tife  when  called  for,  and  the 
vnrif  us  balances  in  hand  be  im- 
rvdiatcly  bronght  forward,  and 
?^'>Iied  to  Ae  fervicc  of  the  enfu- 
ir-v  year. 

The    minifter    obferved,    that 
\^  hen.  he  had  readily  promifed  his 
aiiilance   upon   this  fubjeft  (bme 
rime    before,    to   an    honourable 
ir.ember  on   the  other  fide,  who 
h;id  called  upon  him  for  it ;  not- 
vithftatiding  (bme  ironical  com- 
flimoftts,     he  confd    eafilf  per- 
c:i ve  that  his  fincerity  was  called 
in  (|uelUoTy,  and  that  his  promife 
or  concurrence  was  only  conilder- 
ed  S5  a  parliamentary  trick.  The 
only  return,    he  then  determined 
^  make,  was  to  feizc  the  earl  left 
opportunity  of  affording  indifpu- 
nhk  proof  to  the  houfe,  that  his 
ofierof  aluftance  included  his  real 
fentiments,     and    that    no    man 
wiih*^  moTf*  than  he  did  himfelf, 
for  fome  effeAual  means  ©f  expe- 
diting the  public  accounts.     An 
honourable  gentleman  had  like- 
wife  at  that  time  thrown  out,  that 
it  would  appear  from  the  fort  of 
committee   that    was    appointed, 
whether  he  was   fin  cere,  or  whe- 
ther  the  whole  enquiry  wa#  to  be 
a  farce  and  a  mockery.  He  fhould 
not  con<ldeF  how  far  this  infinua- 
tion  affefted   the  honour  of  that 
houfe,  which  was  to  appoint  the 
committee  j    but  he  wotild   now 
cnm-ince  them  ofh»  own  fincerity. 
To  pat  the  matter  therefore  totally 
out  of  doubt,  and  to  obviate  the 
various  objeAions  which  would  be 
made,  whatever  fide  of  the  houfe 
th?  members  of  the   committee 
were  drawn  from>  he  fhould  make 
it  a  provifion  in  his  intended  bill. 


that  the  comfniffioners  be  refpcc 
table,  intelligent,  and  independ-. 
ent  gentlemen,  who  were  not 
raefllbers  ef  either  houfe  of  parlia* 
nent. 

'  Colonel  fiarre,  who  had  firft 
introduced  or  propofed  th6  bttfi-» 
nefs,  comptaised  of  this  «ncx- 
peded,  and,  as  he  nnderftood  it; 
extraordinary  procedure.  The 
Kifiory  of  parhanient,  he  faid, 
could  not  afford  an  inftance  of  a 
fimilar  tranfadion*  His  fcheme 
was  founded  on  a  wifii  to  ferve 
the  public ;  on  a  wiih  to  check 
the  profufion  of  thofe  who  ma- 
naged the  public  expenditure  i 
the'  itrong  arm  of  the  minifter  had 
wrefied  it  out  of  his  hands,  and 
had  put  an  end  to  his  labours. 
He  had  called  upon  the  noble 
lord  to  know  whether  he  would 
affift  him  or  not,  for  two  reaibns; 
the  one,  that  he  knew  nothing 
elFeAual  could  be  done  in  oppo- 
fition  to  his  power;  the  other, 
that  he  knew  ic  would  be  impoi^ 
fible,  without  the  aid  of  his  au- 
thority, to  penetrate  into  the 
arcana  of  many  matters  which 
loudly  demanded  invefiigation. 
This  was  the  aflifiance,  which  he 
required  from  the  minifter;  and 
he  was  not  without  hope,  that  he 
woehl  have  interefted  him  in  the 
enquiry,  by  making  him  a  party 
in  the  buAnefs.  But  the  noble 
lord,  inftead  of  giving  affiftance, 
makes  himfelf  at  once  the  princi- 
pal ;  and  without  once,  he  iaid^ 
confulting  or  advifing  with  him  ; 
without  any  compariibn  of  fdieme^ 
or  communication  of  defign^ 
comes  out  now  with  a  plan  of  his 
own,  at  the  very  inflant  that  he 
had  brought  his  to  the  point  aim- 
ed at. 

His  complaint,    he   faid,   i^tt 
not  the  effect  of  difappoinupent. 

It 
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If  the  objed  he  purfued  was  o^- 
tained,  he  was  indifferent  to  what 
hand  the  benefit  was  owing.  But 
lie  contended,  that  the  plans  were 
efTentially  different ;  and  the  one 
made  not  to  fiipplx«  but  to  coun- 
terad  the  other. 

The  oppofition  in  general,  cri* 
ed  fhame  on-  this  manoeuvre^ 
They  faid  it  was  unfair  and  in- 
decent ;  and  that  if  it  was  not  an 
abfolate  violation  of  eilablifhed 
parliamentary  rules,  according  to 
the  dead  letter  of  recorded  pre- 
cedents,  it,  however,  militated 
entirely  againft  their  fpirit ;  and 
that  it  was  totally  fubverfive  of 
that  liberality  of  condudl,  and 
propricry  of  behaviour,  which  it 
was  fo  neceilarv  and  becoming  for 
gentlemen  to  obierve^  both  in  that 
houfe  and  without,  in  their  com- 
merce with  each  other.  The  va- 
rious ftri£bures  pafled  upon  the 
plan,,  will  appear  in  their  place. 
Mr.  Burke's  eftabliihment  bill, 
^  having  been  read  the  firft  time  on 
the  23d  of  February,  the  author 
propofed  the  following  Tuefday 
for  the  fecond  reading.  On  this 
much  altercation  arofe;  the  mi- 
nifler  charging  the  minority  with 
precipitating  a  meafure'not  fuffi- 
ciently  conUdered;  they  on  the 
other  hand  accufing  him  of  an  in- 
tention of  delaying  all  reforma- 
tion until  the  fupplies  were  grant- 
ed»  and  then  precipitately  proro- 
guing parliament,  without  any 
redli«fs  to  fo  many  grievances. 
The  minifter  was  called  on  to  de- 
clare, whether  he  would  oppofe 
it  on  the  fecond  readings  or  let 
it  go  to  a  committee.  After  great 
apparent  irrefolution>  he  declared 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  oppofe 
the  bill  in  that  ftage. 


1780. 

The  bill  being  read  the  fecond 
time  without  oppofition,  juft  j 
after  the  miniiter  had  an- 
nounced the  plan  for  his  x:om- 
miffion  of  accounts,  Mr.  Burke 
moved  that  it  might  be  committed 
for  the  following  day.  This  wa» 
oppofed,  on  the  ground,  that  as 
it  was  ncceffary  all  bills,  and  more 
efpecially  thofe  of  great  ntoment, 
ihould  be  proceeded  through  with 
caution  and  circumfpedion,  fo 
the  ufage  of  parliament  was,  on 
that  account,  againfl  the  fending 
of  bills  diredly  from  the  fecond 
reading  to  a  committee.  If  this 
was  the  rule  in  other  cafes,  how 
much  more  necef&nr  was  it  with 
refped  to  a  bill  of  fuch  magni- 
tude, which  took  in  fuch  a  vari- 
ety of  objeds,  and  in  the  event 
of  which  fo  great  a  number  of  in* 
dividuals  were  interefted,  as  the 
prefent,  to  proceed  with  the 
greateft  caution  ;  and  to  afford 
time  for  fully  examining  its  parts, 
and  duly  confidering  and  weighing 
its  general  and  particular  confe- 
quences,  before  it  was  referred  to 
a  committee.  An  amendment  was 
accordingly  moved,  by  which  the 
following  Wednefday '  was  to  be 
fubiUtuted,  in  the  place  of  the 
enfuing  day. 

-  This  was  dircdly  charged  on 
the  ether  fide  to  the  procraftinat- 
ing  views  of  the  minifter.  It  was 
not  to  be  fuppofed,  they  faid, 
that  the  whole  of  the  bill  was  to 
be  immediately  confidered;  its 
parts  were  to  be  taken  and  treated 
feparately ;  and  their  number, 
rendered  it  necefiary  (if  any  thing 
ferious  was  intended  to  be  done) 
to  lofe  no  time  in  their  proceed- 
ing, The  firfl  part  to  bo  iavefli- 
gated  in  the  committee  was  the 
Ample 
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fimple  ouefiion,  "Aether  the  ofBce 
©f  chira  fccrctary  of  ftatc,  other- 
wife  fecrctary  of  ftate  for  the  A- 
merican  colonies,  was  not  an  of> 
fice  altogether  ufelefs,  and  as  foch 
ought  to  be  aboliihed?  Snrely 
this  was  not  a  qaeftion  that  re- 
qQired  fiich  depth  of  thinking,  as 
that  there  had  not  been  already 
full  time  for  its  consideration. 

The  language  which  the  nfinif- 
ter  now  held  with  refpe^^  to  the 
bill  of  reform,  did  not  feem  much 
to  correfpond  with  that  he  had 
ufed  at  the  firft  motion  for  the 
bill.  He  probably  thought  he 
had  goae  too  far.  He  coldly  ob- 
ferved,  that  as  the  bill  confided  of 
a  variety  of  allegations,  and  was 
in  fad  a  farrago  of  incidents,  he 
fappofed  it  would  not  be  thought 
unreafbnable,  when  it  came  be- 
fore the  committee,  if  he  fliould 
then  call  for  evidence  in  fapport 
I  of  thofe  fads,  on  which  the  pro- 
pofitions  were  founded,  as  well 
as  a  clear  account  of  the  value  of 
the  favings  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Borke  treated  with  ridicule 
the  idea  of  the  noble  lord,  in  re- 
odring  a  kind  of  pit>of,  which 
mm  its  nature  he,  at  the  fame 
time,  knew  was  impoffible  to 
be  given.  I  afTert,  faid  he,  that 
the  Uiird  fccretary  of  ftate  is  ufe- 
lefs,  and  how  am  I  to  prove  it 
but  by  the  notoriety  of  the  faft  ? 
Will  the  deputy,  the  clerks,  or 
even  tlie  fire-lighter  come  to  prove 
it  ?  Did  the  n<%le  lord  mean,  that 
he  was  to  bring  fnch  evidence  as 
was  necefilary  to  determine  quef- 
tions  of  private  property  in  a 
court  of  juftice,  in  order  to  prove 
all  thofe  places  to  be  ofelefs  which 
he  propoied  to  abolifli  ?  And  was 
he  alio  to  bring  -fimilar  evidence 
to  prove,  that  the  favings  from 


thofe  redudions  would  amount 
precifely,  without  even  the  nfual 
exception  for  errors,  to  die  exad 
fnm  which  be  had  fuppofed  or 
Stated?  The  idea  is  too  ridicn^ 
lotts.  It  will  be  more  manly  and 
becoming  in  the  noble  lord^^  at 
once  to  avow  his  antipathy  to 
every  fpecies  and  degree  of  public 
reform. 

Thequeftion  being  put  at  i< 
o'clock  at  night,  in  a  very  full 
houfe,  Lord  Beauchamp's  ilmend- 
ment  to  the  motion,  for  fubftita* 
ting  the  words  "  Wednefday 
next,"  in  the  place  off*  to-mor- , 
row,**  was  carried  upon  a  diri* 
fion  by  a  majority  of  35  ;  th6 
numbers  being,  ibr  the  amend- 
ment 230,  to  19 J  who  fnpported 
the  original  motion.  The  partiet 
feemed  willing  to  make  a  prerions 
trial  of  their  ftrength  in  thef^ 
queftions,  before  they  came  to  the 
main  points  ;  and  the  numbers  in 
the  nunority,  on  a  mere  matter  of 
time,  was  a  thing  very  alarming 
to  miniftry. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke  had,  for  the 
firil  time,  voted  in  the  oppofition. 
This  cendu^  was  foon  followed 
by  the  removal  of  that  nobleman 
from  his  office  of  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  county  of  Wilts.  So  remarks 
able  a  concurrence  of  incident, 
and  coming  fo  clofii  upon  that 
which  related  to  the  Marquis  of 
Caermarthen,  could  not  but  ex- 
cite notice  and  obfervation  both 
within  doors  and  without ;  and  the 
matter  was  taken  up  by  the  Earl 
of  Shelburne  as  an  obje6t  of  par- 
liamentary enquiry,  who  accord- 
ingly fummoned  the  lords  upon 
the  occaiion. 

That  noblcinih  o-    **     ,  ^  , 
penedthebufincfsby    March  6th. 
ftating. 
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Hating,  that  the  trouble  he  had 
given  them  on  that  day,  wa$  for 
porpofes  that  ecjually  concerned 
the  honottr,  dignity^  and  indepen- 
dency of  parliament,  and  the  pre* 
fervation  and  fupport  of  the  conili- 
tion.  Jt  was  to  enquire  into  the 
caofe  of  two  noble  lords  near  him 
being  difmiifed  their  employments, 
to  whom  no  charge  of  delinquency 
could  pofiibly  be  made>  nor  even 
W3S  pretended;  nor  could  any 
^nfe  be  ai&gned  but  this  fu^gei- 
tioD,  that  one  noble  lord  had  de- 
clared the  fide  he  fhould  take  on  a 
queftion  agitated  in  that  houfe  } 
9nd  the  other  noble  lord  had  abfo- 
lately  voted  on  it.  Thefe  were 
^e  only  crimes  they  had  commit- 
ted^ and  for  the  exerciie  of  this 
common  freedom,  inherent  in  the 
/couilitutiony  and  belonging  to 
every  member  of  either  houfe  of 
Aarlument,  they  were  difgraced 
in  the  face  of  their  country. 

The  noble  earl  pointed  out  and 
enforced,  with  his  ufual  fharpnefs 
and  energy,  the  fuppofed  danger- 
ous tendency  of' this  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding; more  particularly. at  a 
time  like  the  prefent,  when,  as 
he  faid,  every  body  felt  and  con- 
feiiied  that  tne  influence  of  the 
'^Crown  was  carried  to  fuch  an  ex- 
.treme,  as  affeded  every  depart- 
ment, from  the  miniiler  to  the 
lowed  officer  of  excife.  He  then 
entered  into  a  detail  of  the^ifeand 
power  of  the  lords  lieutenants  of 
.counties^  and  endeavoured  toihew, 
.that  the.  poweriof  that  i^reat  office 
were,  from  its  firft  infUtution,  in 
a  very  coniiderable  degree  inde- 
pendant.  of  the  crown  ;  and  that 
It  was  always  confidered  as  pre- 
ferving  a  fort  of  balance,  between 
the  rights  of  the  people  and  the 
power  of  the  prerogative*     He  ob- 


ferved,  that  the  conduct  of  thf 
court  with  refpedl  to  thefe  two  no- 
blemen was  the  more  fcriauily 
alarming i  as  the  feveral  laws  rela- 
tive to  the  militia,  wiiich  had  been 
paiTed  ilnce  the  year  1762,  had 
throiyn  that  originally  conllituti- 
onal  means  of  national  defence, 
almoil  totally  into  the  hands  of  the 
cro^yn  ;  fo  that  being  thus  waiped 
ffoiti  the  proper  nature  and  deiign 
of  the  in  ill  tu  tion,  there  was  fcarcely 
any  thing  left,  but  the  public  fpi* 
ritand  independency  of  the  lords 
lieutenants  of  the  counties,  to  pre- 
vent its  becoming  a  mere  ftate  en- 
gine of  corruption  ;  and  its  being 
even  converted  into  a  machine  for 
the  fubveruon  of  that  confUtution 
wh^ch  it  had  been  created  to  pre- 
ferve. 

From  the  militia,  the  noble  earl 
paffed  by  an  eafy  Iran  fi tion  to  the 
ilate  and  government  of  the  army ; 
aground,  on  which  his  early  mi- 
litary knowledge  and  ^  fervice  af- 
forded no  fmall  advantage.  He 
particularly  reprobated,  with  a 
foldierly  vehemence,  a  regulation 
lately  adopted  in  that  fchool  of 
war,  called  eccafional  rank ;  this 
he  reprefcnted,  as  bein^  equally 
fcandalous  in  the  pradUce,  ruin- 
ous to  the  fervice  inthe  effect,  and 
Jiumiliating  and  degrading  to  the  | 
army  in  its  princi^e.  Nothing, 
he  laid,  could  operate  fo  direAly 
and  effeAually  towards  breaking 
the  heart  of  a  foldier,  a^id  damp- 
ing all  military  fpirit  and  ardour. 
Indeed  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  he  feemed  to  want  words  fufH- 
ciently  to  exprefs  their  detellation 
of  this  novel,  and,  as  they  de- 
fcribed  it,  abominable  practice.  1 
The  whole  order  of  things  waj 
reverfed  by  it.  All  rank  was  ! 
trampled  upon  ;  all  fubordination 
6  "was 
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was  at  an  end  •  The  hi^h  fpirit  of 
honoar  which  chara£lenzes  a  fol- 
dier;  the  emalation  of /ank,  and 
the  eagemeis  lor  fame,  which  in- 
clude his  very  exiftencc>  muJd  all 
perifli  before  it. 

The  noble  earl  faid,  that  al- 
thoogh  their  frequency,  within 
the  knowl^e  he  fuppofed  of  all 
the  lords^  feemed  to  render  it  nn- 
oecefiary  to  cite  any  inftances  of 
the  abufe^  and  that  he  would  ra- 
ther avoid  defcending  to  particu- 
lari,  yet,  that  it  might  not  be 
thought  he  dealt  nierely  in  decla« 
mation,  he  would  afk,  what  pre- 
ten/ions  a  Mr.  Fullarton  had  to  be  • 
raifcd  at  once  to  therank  of  a  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, and  to  be  appoint- 
ed commandant  of  a  regiment? 
That  gentleman  had  never  held 
any  rank,  nor  ever  been  in  the  ar- 
my before ;  he  had  been  clerk  to 
the  noble  lord  now  prefent  in  of- 
fice, when  on  his  late  emba/T^  in 
France ;  where  perhaps  -he  might 
have  acquitted  himfelf  very  well 
with  his  pen,  but  never  was  ac- 
quainted widi  the  ufe  of  the  fword  ; 
yet  this  clexb  in  office,  this  commis, 
coiafxzry  to  all  military  eftablifh- 
ments,  contrary  to  all  the  fpirit  of 
the  army^  was  now  a  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  had  the  fuperiority 
in  command  over  Lord  Harring- 
ton, a  youne  nobleman  of  the 
moft  adive  and  enterprising  fpirit, 
who  had  fought  his  way,  inch  bv 
inch,  to  command,  and  whofehigh 
yank  and  great  family  connexions 
fcrved  him  in  no  other  refpeft, 
than  to  render  his  fervices  to  his 
coantrythe  more  con fpicuous. 

Such  promotions,  it  was  faid, 
fo  contrary  to  the  military  rules  of 
c\cry  other  country  in  Europe,  as 
well  as  of  this,  was  fufficient  to 
drive  every  man   of  honour   abd 
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fpirit  from  the  fervice^  to  diflemi- 
nate  dangerous  difcontents,  jea-* 
loufy^  and  iU«will  throughout  the 
whole  army,  and  to  acter  oui» 
youttg  nobility  and  gen  tlry  of  weight 
and  fortune,  from  following  the 
natural  bent  of  their  genius,  in 
attempting  to  ftmre  their  country. 
For  who  would  devote  his  time,  hit 
fortune,  or  his  life,  to  a  fervice^ 
where  he  faw  a  clerk  from  behind 
his  deflc,  fuddenlv  raifed  by  niini- 
fterial  caprice,  and  put  over  the 
heads  of  more  than  a  thoufand  of- 
ficers ;  many  of  whom  were  of 
long  and  tried  fervice,  of  eftabliih- 
ed  merit  in  their  prof^fiion,  and 
had  been  bred  up  to  the  art  of  war 
from  their  earlieft  youth. 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne  clofed  a 
fpeech  of  confiderable  length,  full 
of  matter  and  of  energy,  with  a 
motion  to  the  following  purport:—^ 
Whereas  theMarauis  of  Carmar- 
then was  difmifled  from  his  em- 
ployment of  the  lieutenancy  of 
the  Eaft  riding  of  the  county  of 
York,  on  the  morning  of  that  day 
when  his  opinion  to  fupport  with 
his  vote  a  moti«xf  that  was  made. 
'  in  the  houfe  on  the  8th  of  Febru- 
ary laft  was  well  known  ;  and 
whereas  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  was 
likewife  difmifled  from  his  lieute- 
nancy of  the  county  of  Wilts,  foon 
after  he  gave  his  vote  on  the  feme 
queftion,  which  ofHce  of  lieute- 
nant has  been  at  all  times  impor- 
tant, but  moft  peculiarly  fo  under 
the  prefent  conftitution  of  the  mi- 
litia. And  whereas  no  caufe  has 
been  fuggeftedor  communicated  to 
either  of  the  faid  nobje  lords  for 
fuch  difmiffion,  this  houfe  there- 
fore hath  every  ground  to  believe, 
that  the  fjmc  had  reference  to  their 
conduct  in  parliament. 

And  it  was   therefore  moved. 
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that  Vn  humble  address  be  pre- 
fen  ted  to  his  majcily,  to  dcfire  he 
will  be  graciouHy  pleafed  to  ac- 
quaint this  houfe,  whether  he  has 
been  advifed.  and  by  whom,  to 
difmifs  the  faid  two  noble  lords, 
or  either  of  them,  from  their  faid 
employments,  for  their  condud  in 
parliament. 

The  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  motion  was  of  fuch 
a  nature,  that  he  could  not  in  deli- 
cacy fupport  it  with  his  vote  ;  but 
that  he  neverthelefs  heartily  ap- 
proved of  it,  as  he  hoped  it  would 
nfr'crd  the  means  of  enabling  him 
to  fztisfy  his  enquiring  county,  as 
to  the  caufe  of  his  being  diiplaced 
from  adling  as  their  lord  lieute- 
nant ;  for  he  trufled  he  iliould  now 
hear  from  the  mouth  of  fome  of 
the  king's  confidential  fervants, 
the  reafon  of  his  being  diimifled 
irom  that  office.  He  flattered  him- 
(eli^  that  his  removal  was  not  oc- 
cafifincd  by  any  abufe  of  the  power 
annexed  to  his  office  ;  atid  he  was 
happy  in  finding  that  he  had  net 
given  any  offence  to  the  people  of 
the  county  of  York,  either  as  lieu- 
tenant, or  by  the  vote  he  had 
given  ;  for  he  had  received  feveral 
letters  from  many  of  the  moil  re- 
fpeclable  gentlemen  in  that  coun- 
ty, containing  a  full  approbation 
of  his  coudu^in  parliament. 

The  Earl  of  Pembroke  explain- 
ed the  nature  of  his  diiimiffion, 
^vhich  he  attributed  entirely  to  ad- 
vice ;  as  at  that  audience,  at  which 
lie  rcfigncd  the  office  of  lord  of  the 
bed-chamber,  he  had  experienced 
the  fame  gracious  reception  from 
Jiii  fovercign  which  he  had  ever 
been  wont  to  do.  He  obferved, 
ih^i  his  family  had  been  lord  lieu- 
tt  :iiAits  of  the  county  of  Wilts, 
ever  iii>ce  the  oiHcc  had  been  £ril 


known  in  England ;  and  he  was 
happy  to  find  that  his  condud  had 
been  fuch  upon  all  occafions,  as 
to  meet  the  full  approbation  of  his 
county. 

That  nobleman,  who  had-fervcd 
early ;  long ;  and  with  credit  in  the 
lafl  war,  joined  in  reprobating,  ia 
terms  of  exceeding  feverity,  the 
late  promotions,  as  well  as^  the  in- 
novations in  general  which  were 
introduced  in  the  government  of 
the  army.  He  faid,  that  he  de- 
teAed  from  his  heart  the  means 
made  ufe  of  to  obtain  rank,  con- 
trary to  the  ellablifhcd  rules  of  {cr- 
vice ;  and  he  affirmed,  that  the  ar-. 
my  in  which  fuch  things  were  per- 
mitted, mud  either  moulder  away 
fo  as  to  be  worth  nothing,  or  clfe 
become  a  dangerous  engine  in  the 
hands  of  government. 

The  discretion  of  the  crown  in 
the  appointment  and  removal  of  its 
ofiicers,  was  the  principal  ground 
of  argument  taken  on  the  other 
fide  in  oppofition  to  the  motion. 
That  the  crown  was  fully  endued 
with  this  power  would  not  be  de- 
nied ;  and  aiiy  attempt  to  circum- 
fcribe  it,  mull  be  confidered  as  a 
dire<^  and  violent  entrenchment  on 
the  royal  prerogative.  The  pto- 
pofed  ad  J  re  is  would  therefore,  sot 
militate  lefs  with  the  principles  of 
right,  than  with  all  the  rules  of 
propriety,  and  of  refpetfl'  to  hi« 
majelly ;  nor  indeed  could  the  mea- 
fure  be  fupporied  upon  any  better 
ground  of  precedent,  than  what 
was  drawn  from  the  condmfl  of  the 
long  parliament.  A  condu6l  which, 
no  ford  on  any  fide  of  the  houie 
could  wifh  to  purfue. 

That  the  power  of  the  crown 
might  in  fome  inflances  be  impru- 
dently exercifcd,  was  allowed. 
Every  power,  however  modified, 

or 
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or  to  whoever  intruded,  was  lia- 
ble to  abufe.  But  they  denied 
that  to  be  the  cafe  in  the  prefent 
inftance.  There  was  nothing  that 
diMngnifhed  the  Removals  in  quef- 
tioQ,  from  a  fuccefiive  flream  of 
precedents,  flowing  down»  from 
the  revolntion  to  the  prefent  day, 
through  times  which  were  deemed 
the  moH  favourable  to  liberty. 
The  two  noble  lords,  they  faid, 
held  their  offices  merely  through 
the  favour  of  the  crown,  and 
coold  therefore  have  no  fight  to 
complain  when  it  was  withdra^yn; 
they  fuffered  no  injury,  for  tjity 
loft  nothing  which  they  could  call 
their  own.  Was  this  then  fuffi- 
dent  ground  for  a  motion,  which 
went  to  annihilate  one  of  the  hrA 
and  the  moft  neceflary  preroga- 
tives of  the  crown,  thatofchoof- 
iBg  its  own  fervants. 

A  great  law  lord  endeavoured 
with  his  ufual  ability  to  fhew, 
the  various  inconvenience^  and 
mifchiefs  which  mud  arife.  from 
its  being  once  eftabliihea  as  a 
principle  of  a^ing,  that  the  royal 
will  was  fubjed  to  parliamentary 
controul  and  examination^  upon 
trcTf  exerciie,  which  prudence 
and  reafon  might  didlate,  of  thofe 
powers  which  the  conilitution  had 
vefied  in  the  crown,  of  promot- 
ing or  removing  its  own  officers. 
He  contended,  that  it  w0uld  not 
only  be  fabveriive  of  the  royal 
prerogative,  deftru£tive  of  all 
jwblic  fervice,  order,  and  fubor- 
dination,  and  perfonally  degrad- 
JBg  to  the  fo\» reign,  but  that 
it  would  involve  parliament  itfelf 
in  continual  and  inextricable  dif- 
icalties.  If  fuch  a  precedent 
was  once  eftabliflied,  the  whole 
time  of  the  houfe  would  be  taken 
■p  with  complaints,  appeals,  and 


addrefl'es  ;  and  they  would  at 
length  beccnne  fo  numerous  and 
perplexed,  that  they  never  could  * 
be  able  to  fee  their  way  through 
them.  He  feemed,  however,  not 
much  better  fatisfied  with  refpeft 
to  the  right,  than  to  the  expe- 
dience and  propriety,  of  parlia- 
ment at  all  interfering  in  fuch 
matters  as  touched  upon  the  royal 
prerogative.  '  i 

The  learned  lord  likeiRrife  call- 
ed for  the  evidence  to  fupport 
the  charge.  No  manner  of  proof, 
he  faid,  had  been  laid  before  their 
lordihips,  nor  had  any  attempt  even 
been  made  to  prove,  that  tne  dif- 
miffion  of  the  noble  marquis,  or 
of  the  noble  earl,  proceeded  from 
any  vote  they  had  given  in  that 
houfe;  confequently,  till  fome 
faft  was  ftated,  or  proof  made, 
it  could  not  be  decent  to  ap- 
proach the  throne  on  the  fubjedt; 
but  would  on  the  contrary,  in 
his  opinion,  be  highly  improper, 
and  even  difrefpedlful. 

The  lords  in  oppofition  ac- 
knowledged in  the  clcareft  terms, 
that  the  unlimited,  unreftrained 
difcretion  of  the  crown,  in  a 
choice  of  perfons  to  fill  the  offices 
of  the  ft  ate,  was  an  inherent,  in- 
difpu table  prerogative,  vefted  ii\ 
it,  for  the  beft  and  wifeft  pur- 
pofes  J  but  it  was  a  prei^gativc  or 
right,  the  exercife  of  which,  as 
well  as  of  every  other  power  of  ^ 
right  the  crown  enjoyed,  was  fub- 
jed  to  the  controul  and  animad- 
verfion  of  parliament.  It  was, 
like  them,  exercifed  by  council 
and  advice ;  and  if  improperly 
exercifed,  as  in  other  intlances, 
fubjefted  the  advifers  to  enquiry j 
and  if  it  appeared  upon  that  en- 
quiry, that  the  caufe  was  not 
luch  as  to  juftify  the  advice,  fub- 
[/J  2  jeded 
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je£ted  them  to  cenfure,  to  remo- 
val, or  to  punKhment.-— This  was 
what   was  meant  by  a  difcretio- 
nary  power  being  veiled  in  the 
crown ;  it  wa$  neither  more  nor 
lefs.     There  was  an  unfonnd  dif- 
cretion,  as  Veil  as  a  ibnnd  dif- 
cretion ;   in  its   proper  fenfe,   it 
meant  no  more  than  a  power  or  a. 
bility    to    ad«    which    was  after 
fubjeft   to  the  controul  and  dif- 
cuifion  of  parliament.    But  whcn- 
"  ever'  that  power  was  ftretched  be- 
yond its  due  limits,  when  it  was 
wantonly  and  intentionally  abuf- 
ed,   it   immediately  changed  its 
nature  ;    it  was   thea  no  longer 
dlfcretionary,  it  became  arbitrary 
and  tyrannical. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond,  in 
contradidlion  to  fome  of  the^af- 
fcrtions  made,  and  doctrines  now 
laid  down,  quoted  the  debates  of 
that  houfein  the  year  17331  and 
the  (pirijfed  proterf  then  entered, 
upon  the  crown's  difmiffing  Lord 
Cobbam  and  the  Duke  of  Bolton 
from  their  places.  This  he  hop- 
ed VJ^uld  ftrike  the  lords  as  a  pre- 
cedent fully  fatlsfaftory,  for  the 
light  of  parliament  to  regulate 
the  abufe  of  difcretion  in  the 
crown ;  aad  he  hoped  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  late  £art  of 
Bathurft,  being  at  the  head  of  the 
peers  who  figned  that  protein, 
would  have  its  due  effcdt  on  the 
Lord  President  of  the  covncil, 
(then  prefent)  in  inducing  him 
'  to  fupport  the  fentiments  of  his 
noble  father.  The  duke  appenl- 
ed,  with  refpeft  to  the  late  pro- 
motions in  the  army,  to  the  law 
lords,  and  to  the  bench  of  biih- 
ops;  aiking  the  learned  lord  on 
the  wod-fack,  and  the  right  re- 
verend prelate,  at  the  head  of  that 
bench,.  ,how  they  would  approve 


1780.' 

of  having  £lk  gowns,  and  the 
dignities  of  the  church,  confer- 
red upon  men  every  way  unfitted, 
by  haoit,  educatfon,  or  learning, 
for  fuch  Rations  ;  men  totally  ig* 
norant  both  of  law  and  of  gof- 
peU 

On  this  occafion,  the  Marquis 
of  Rockingham  entered  as  deeply 
into  the  abufes  relative  to  the  mi- 
litia,   as  the  military    lords   did 
into  thofe  of  the  army.     He  cnr 
deavoured  to  (hew,  that  the  ten- 
dency and  elFeft  of  all  the  laws 
which  had  for  feveral  years  been 
paffed  relative  to  that  body,  went 
diredly  to    draw   it  daily  nearer 
and  nearer,  to  the  model  and  con- 
dition of  a  ftanding  army.     He 
ftated  its  original  nature,  with  the 
motives  and  defign  of  its  inAitu- 
tion  ;    and   then  endeavoured   to 
fhew  how  it  had  been  warped  to 
psrpoies  entirely  different.     And, 
after  feveral  mafterly  obfcrvations 
on    the   fubjed,    declared,     that 
under  fuch  ciicumftances,   if  the 
lieutenants  of  counties  were  to  be 
difmifled  for  their  condudl  in  par- 
liament, and  for  differing  in  po- 
Htical  opinions  with  the  minifter« 
for  the  time  being,  the  only  dif- 
ference he  could  make  between  a 
ftanding  army,  and  a  militia  fo 
condituted   and   governed,    was, 
that  (for  (^veral  reafons  which  he 
fpecified)  he  would  give  a  prefe- 
rence to  the  former. 

It  was  remarked,  that  the 
fmalleft  aiifwer  was  not  made  by 
the  court  lords,  to  the  numerous 
charges  which  were  made  on  the 
other  fide,  with  refpcift  to  the 
government  both  of  the  army  and 
the  militia.  Excepting  it  (hould 
be  coniidered  as  fuch,  that^a  no- 
ble lord  in  office,  who  had  been 
lately  ambailador  in  Paris,  fpoke 
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a  few  words  in  vindication  of  the 
promotion  of  his  late  fecretary. 
Colonel  Fallarton  ;  who  he  faid 
was  a  gentleman  of  fuch  known 
and  tried  chara^r,  that  he  could 
venture  to  anfwer  for  his  fupport- 
ing  the  charadler  of  a  foldier  with 
fpirit  and  propriety ;  that  he  had 
hbeitelly  offered  to  raife  a  regi- 
jnent ;  and  that  the  ftate  of  pub- 
lic affairs  rendered  it  necelTary  to 
encourage  fuch  zeal  for  hia  ma- 
jefty'j  fervice. 

The  attention  of  the  houfe  was 
much  drawn  by  the  Duke  of  De- 
vonjhire's  ipeaking  for  the  firft 
unx,  in  public,  upon  this  quef- 
tion.  This  he  did  with  a  hrm- 
nefs  and  facility,  which  feldom 
accompanies  a  firft  eiTay  in  parlia^ 
jnent;  and  with  a  moderation « 
and  an  air  of  lincerity,  which 
ieemed  to  gain  the  hearts  of  thofe 
without  the  bar,  while  an  univer- 
fal  filence  reigned  within.  He 
faid  he  had  hitherto  been  filent  on 
all  the  political  quedions  on  which 
he  had  voted,  becaufe  fpeaking 
in  public  was  not  agreeable  to  his 
temper-  But  he  obfervcd,  thSit 
foch  was  now  the  deplorable  fitu-* 
ation'  of  his  countrv,  that  he 
ihoald  think  himfelf  bafe,  dege- 
nerate,  jmd  unworthy  die  name 


and  charad^er  of  a  man  who  had 
its  intcreft  at  heart,  if  he  re- 
mained any  longer  without  an 
exprefs  and  unequivocal  declara- 
tion of  his  fentiments.  *  He  fup- 
ported  the  motion,  approved  the 
county  meetings  and  a/Tociations, 
and  ilrongly  condemned  the  con- 
dud  of  adminiftration. 

He  concluded  by  renouncing 
all  party  motives,  and  party 
views.  He  had  nothing  to  hope 
for  but  the  peace,  proiperity  and 
welfare  of  his  native  country.  He 
could  have  no  temptation  to  en- 
courage domeftic  broils  or  civil 
confuhon.  He  had  a  coniidera* 
ble  ftake  to  lofe,  and  he  was  ihte^^ 
relied  as  an  Englifhman,  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  conftitution, 
and  the  invalnable  rights,  liber- 
ties, and  privileges  derived  from 
it. 

The  quefticm  being  put  at  1 1 
o'clock,  the  motion  was  rejected 
on  a  divifiOQ,  by  a  majority  of 
j)2,  including  26  proxies,  to  50^ 
including  8  proxies.  The  Dnse 
of  Richmond,  who  held  the  Duke 
of  Leinfter's  proxr,  refu&d  to 
give  it;  as  a  mark,  undoubted- 
ly, of  his  difapprobatioa  pf  that 
mode  of  voting. 
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CHAP.      VIL 

Order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a  committee  on  Mr,  Burke* s  ejiahlijhment 
bill,  ^eftion  of  competency  ftarted.  Debated,  Ofpofiion  infifi,  that 
the  decijion  of  that  queftion  Jhould  take  place  of  the  order  of  the  day^ 
^ueflion  for  the  order  of  the  day,  carried y  upon  a  <uery  ckfe  divifion^ 
Debates  in  the  committee  on  the  firft  claufe  of  the  efahlijhment  billy  for 
abolijhing  the  office  of  third  fecretary  of  ft  ate,  Claufe  rejcBedy  after 
nfery  long  debates,  upon  a  di^vijion,  by  a  <very  fmall  majority.  Long  de- 
bates  in  the  committee ,  on  a  fuhfequent  day,  upon  that  claufe  of  the  efta^ 
bltjhment  billy  for  abolift?ing  the  board  of  trade,  ^eftion  for  aholiflfing 
fhat  board,  carried  upon  a  di'vifion.  Difference  hetiveen  the  fpeaker  and 
the  minifter.  Mr,  Fullarton*s  complaint  of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  Ijffitf 
tfthat  affair  in  Hyde  Park,     Notice gi'ven  by  Sir  James  Lotxithery  of  an 

•  intended  motion,  for  prefer*ving  the  freedom  of  debate  in  parliament. 
'    Subje^  confderaily  agitated.     IVarmly  refenled  ivi/hout   doors,     j§d~ 

dreffes  of  congratulation  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  on  his  recovery,     Dan-- 

ger  to  twhich  Mr,  Fox  and  he  had  been  expofed,  attributed  to  their  xeal  in 

■    thefervice  of  their  country,     ContrcLdors    bill  brought  in  by  Sir  Philip 

.    Jennings  Clerkey  and  carried  through  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ^without  a 

di<viJion.     Great  debates  on  the  claufe  in  Mr,  Burke's  eftahlifljment  billy 

for  aboliflfing  the  offices  of  treafurer  of  the  chamber y  and  others,     ^ef- 

tion,  on  the  firft  member  of  the  claufe y  loft  upon  a  di<uiJion,     Succeeding 

queftions  rejeded.     Debates  on  the  minifter*  s  motion  for  gi^ving  notice  to 

.    the  Baft  India  company,  of  the  paying  off  their  capital ftock  at  the  end  of 

•  ihree  years.  Pre*vious  queftion  mo<vedy  and  loft  on  a  divijinn.  Motion 
againft  receiving  the  report  of  the  new  taxes,  until  the  petitions  of  the 

'  *  people  ivere  confidtred,  reje&ed  upon  a  divijion  by  a  great  majority.  Earl 
of  Effingham* s  motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  for  a  lift  of  places,  pen^ 
JtonSy  ISc,  held  by  members  of  that  houfe,  rejeeled  upon  a  di*viJion, 

IN  two  days  after  the  difpofal  the  houfe  to  enter  into  any  difcnf- 

of  the  aucftion  relative  to  the  fion  whatever,  rchtive  to  the  king's 

Marquis  of  Carmarthen  and  the  civil  lift  revenue  or  eftabli(hment. 
Earl   of  Pembroke,  the  order  of        This  gentleman,  who  had   hi- 

M      h  8th    ^^  ^^y  ^°^  going  into  therto  fpoken  rather  ambiguoufly 

iviarcn  »tn,  ^  committee  on  Mr,  with  regard  to  that  plan  of  reform , 

Burke's  eftablifhment  bill,    being  after   exprefang   now   his  highcft 

called  for  in  the  Houfe  of  Com-  approbation  of  feme  parts   of  it^ 

snons,  a  gentleman  who  has  long  condemned,   in  terms  equally  ex* 

pofrefled   an   office,   which,  ejpc-  plicit,  thofe  which  reached  in  any 

cially  during  the  prefent  war,  Jias  degree  to  the  civil  lift  ;  as  well  as 

bJeen  generally  confidered  as  being  ^hie  interference  of  parliament   at 

by  much  tJfe  moft  lucrative  of  the  aH  in  that  expchditure.     He  faid, 

ftate,  ftarted  an  unexpected  quef^  that  for  his  own  part,  he  had  ever 

nop,  upoa  the  incompetence  of  confidcrc4#  and  ever  ihould,  that 

the 
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the  civH  lift  revenue  was  as  much 
and  as  fully  his  majcfty's,  as  any 
determinable  cftate,  enjoyed  by 
any  pcrfon  prefcnt,  was  his  imme- 
diate property.  That  revenue  had 
been  fettled  on  his  majefty,  at  his 
acceffion^  for  life;  which  was  an 
intcreft  no  power  on  earth  cou^d 
deprive  him  of  without  manifell 
injaftice  ;  confequently,  that  part 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
bill,  which  went  to  the  controul  of 
the  civil  lift,  and  to  an  approfria- 
tion  of  the  fuppofed  favings  to 
arifc  from  the  reform,  was  an  at- 
tempt no  Icfs  contrary  to  precedent 
titan  to  juftice.  It  would  not  on- 
ly, in  its  confequcnces,  degrade 
the  fovereign,  bat  it  would  reduce 
him  to  the  ftate  of  a  precarloui 
peniioncr;  whofe  uncertain  ftil 
pend,  leflened  at  will,  would  be 
at  all  times  liable  to  ftill  further 
reduction.  And  to  what  purpofc 
was  this  Wolence  and  injufiice  to 
be  offered  ? — to  leflcn  the  fuppofed 
influence  of  the  crown.  He  had 
heard  a  great  deal  of  the  influence 
of  the  crown  ;  but  he  believed  that 
inflnencewas  never  lefs  known  or 
felt,  than  during  the  prefent  reign  ; 
and  this  he  could  fpeak  from  expe- 
rience. 

He  declared,  that  he  had  nei- 
ther confulted  the  noble  miniller, 
nor  any  other  perfon  within  or 
without  the  houfe  upon  the  fubjec^. 
It  was  his  own  opinion,  and  hv  was 
determined  to  avow  it,  without 
any  expeftation  or  wifh  of  fupport, 
further  than  what  it  miffht  be  enti- 
tled to  on  its  own  ininniic  merit. 
He  was  apprehenfivc  that  he  was 
rather  diforderly,  as  the  order  of 
the  day  for  going  into  a  commit- 
tee, flood  in  the  way ;  but  it  was 
a  fubjeft  on  which  he  wifncd  to 
take  the  fenfc  of  the  houfc  ;  and 


he  applied  to  the  chair  for  direc- 
tion, in  what  manner  to  bring  it 
forward. 

Although  it  was  contended  on 

the  other  fide,  that  the  principle 
of  the  hill  was  already  fully  ad- 
mitted, as  Well  by  the  riiefTagc 
from  the  throne,  which  included 
the  royal  con  fen  t,  in  what  related 
to  its  particular  interefts,  as  by  its 
being  referred,  without oppolition, 
from  the  fecond  reading,  to  a  com- 
tnittee ;  yet  it  was  not  thought 
fitting  to  fpcnd  much  time  on  tnat 
ground;  but  to  take  much  ftronger, 
and  directly  to  combat  the  doctrine 
itfelf,  without  regard  to  the  mode 
of  bringing  it  forward. 

•  It  was  maintained,  by  a  great 
variety  of  arguments,  that  the  fo. 
vereign,  in  tnis  country,  did  not 
pofTefs  any  part  of  his  revenue,  a^ 
aprivateor  dirtin(ft property.  That 
the  crown  held  no  public  right,  or 
public  property,  but  as  a  truft,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people.   It  could 
in  truth  gain  or  lofe  nothing  ;  be- 
caufe  it  enjoyed  all  it  poflefled  as  a 
favour,  and  for  the  attainment  of 
certain  defined   or    implied   pur- 
pofes  ;  which   purpofes  were  un- 
derftood,  to  be  good  government, 
and   the  well   being  of  the  ftate. 
Tnc   prerogatives  of  tltc  crown, 
the  higheft  and  moft  tranfcendant 
parts  of  its  power,  were  created 
by,  and  ought  of  courfe  to  be  ex-, 
ercifed  for  the  benefit  of,  the  peo- 
ple,   who   created   and  conferred 
them.     It  was  therefore  to  the  laft 
degree  abfurd,  to  reprefent  as  the 
private  rights  or   property  of  an 
individual,  thofe  which  were  grant- 
ed and  held  for  no  other  end  than 
the  general  good  of  the  commu- 
nity ;  and  every  right  the  crown 
enjoyed,  being  a  delegated  right, 
was  confequently  fubjeCl  to  exami- 
[/j  4  nation 
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nation,  correflion,  and  controul. 
It  was  i^lirticularly,  of  the  very 
eflcnce  of  that  houfe,  to  enquire, 
to  regulate,  and  to  controul ;  and 
Whenever  it  was  called  for  properly 
by  the  occafion,  and  that  they 
fufpended,  concealed,  denied,  or 
refufed  to  cxercife  that  right 
and  duty,  then,  every  objeft  of 
their  meeting  and  deliberation  was 
at  an  end ;  and  they  were  no  longer 
the  fervants  of  the  public,  or  the 
reprefenutives  of  the  people  who 
had  fent  them  there. 

The  minifters  were  by  no  means 
difpofed  to  enter  into  any  difcuf. 
iion  of  this  fubjefl ;  and  notwith- 
llanding  the  connection  between  the 
gentleman  who  had  moved  the  bu<- 
Unefs  and  them,  it  was  foon  feen 
that  he  had  adled  totally  inde^n« 
dent  of  their  opinion  and  liking, 
in  thus  bringing  forward  the  quef- 
tiou  of  competence  at  fo  critical 
a  feafon.  For  although  they  high- 
ly approved  of,  and  openly  ap- 
plauded the  doftrinc,  yet  they  did 
not  by  any  means  choofe  to  expoie 
a  quellion  of  .  fuch  importance, 
and  which  might  be  fo  ad  vantage - 
pufly  referved  until  a  proper  op- 
portunity offered,  to  the  rifque  of 
an  irrevocable  decifion,  in  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  things  without  doors, 
and  of  temper,  which  that  ft  ate 
of  things  had  produced,  within. 
Nor  would  the  alternative  of  its 
being  carried  in  their  favour,  (a 
matter,  however,  of  great  doubt) 
be  at  all  more  defirable*  On  the 
contrary,  it  would  have  feemed 
fraught  with  great  danger.  For 
as  the  eftabliihment  by  a  vote  of 
the  incompetence  of  parliament, 
to  fuperintend,  or  interfere,  in  the 
civil  lift  expenditure,  would  a- 
mount  to  a  virtual,  if  not  dircd 
rejcdion,  of  the  general  prayer  of 


the  petitions,  the  poffible  canCs^ 
quences  of  fuch  a  meafare,  feem-- 
ed  of  too  ferious  a  nature,  to  be 
then  thought  of  without  a  paufe. 

They  accordingly  endeavoured 
to  get  rid  of  the  queftion  as  caiil/ 
as  poftlble,  without  at  all  bringing 
it  to  any  decifion .  With  much  ap- 
plaufe  therefore  of  the  do^ine 
laid  down  in  the  proportion,  and 
many  compliments  to  its  framer, 
they,  however,  declared  their  a- 
verfenefs  to  the  meeting  of  abftradt 
queftions,  and  mnft  therefore  op- 
pofe  the  difcharging  the  order  of 
the  day,  and  the  bringing  forward 
oftheprefentintodifcuffion,  Thejr 
afterted  that  it  could  be  conftdered 
in  no  other  light  than  that  of  a 
mere  abftradl  queftion,  which  no 
man  was  bound  to  refolve.  That 
they  never  could  think  of  difclif- 
fing  fuch  a  queftion,  unlefs  it  clear-^ 
ly  arofe  from  the  immediate  bufi- 
ncl's  before  the  houfe.  That  no 
perfon  could  fay  that  was  the  cafe 
m  the  prefent  inftance.  The  prin^ 
ciple  contained  in  the  proportion 
militated  cleaily  againft  the' prin- 
ciple on  which  feveral  claufes  of 
the  bill  were  founded  ;  the  matter 
of  both  would  come  then  fairly 
and  naturally  before  them,  when, 
tl^ey  went  into  the  committee,  and 
came  to  confidcr  the  feveral  claufes. 
Gentlemen  then,  who  difapproved 
of  anyclaufe,  would  oppofe  it  on 
fuch  grounds  as  appeared  to  them 
the  moft  fure  and  conclufive ;  fome 
on  the  ground,  that  the  ofHce  pro-, 
pofed  to  be  aboliftied  was  not  an 
ufelefs  one  ;  others,  that  proofs  of 
the  allegations  contained  in  the  bill 
were  neceffary ;  and  a  third  de- 
fcription  perhaps,  that  parliament 
had  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  ci- 
vil lift  expenditure,  on  any  other 
account,  than  that  of  notorious 
5  abuft* 
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abttfe.  Theiirftlawoflicer  of  the 
crowiiiii  that  houfe,  declared,  that 
he  was  averfc  to  the  difcuflion  of 
thequeftion,  for  he  could  fairly 
afore  them,  that  if  it  fhould  be 
put,  he  did  not  know. whether  he 
Ibould  give  it  a  negative,  or  an 
aSimative. 

The  oppofition  inftantly  per- 
ceived the  dilemma,  in  which  this 
propoiition  had  involved  the  mini- 
fters,  and  at  once  determined  that 
tiicy  fhould  not  get  eaiily  out  of  it. 
Mr.  Fox  Br&  (eized  the  occaiion, 
aad  in  a  fpeech  full  of  fatix^  and 
irony,  as  well  as  q£  ilrong  fenfe^ 
highly  complimented  the  right  ho-^ 
noorable  frafmerof  the  propoiition, 
for  the  open,  dircft,  and  manly 
language  which  he  had  held.  He 
had  delivered  his  ientiments  with 
that  firmnefs  and  candour  which 
fo  uniformly  characterized  his  con- 
duft  in  that  honfe.  He  thanked 
liira  moft  cordially^  for  the  oppor- 
luQity  which  it  afforded  to  both 
parties  to  come  to  an  iflue.  It 
would  {pare  much  time,  and  fave 
infinite  trouble.  It  militated  di- 
redly  againft  the  bill  on  the  table  ; 
for  certainly,  if  that  hqufe  was 
aot  competent  to  enquire  into,  or 
controul  the  civil  lift  expenditure, 
the  bill  was  founded  in  the  moft 
glaring  injuftice.  But  while  he 
gave  credit  fcr  the  direft  open  man- 
ner in  which  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  declared  and  fupported 
his  opinion,  he  muft  alfo  declare, 
that  it  involved  doftrines  of  a  moft 
alarming  nature ;  and  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  fubveriive  of 
tKenrft  principles  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.  Hcthercforefincerely  hoped, 
that  before  .the  hoafe  proceeded 
forther,  they  would  confent  to  let 
in  this  pTopofition  ;  and  proceed 
to  difcois  it.^  for  it  would  be  e- 


qually  nugatory  and  ridiculous,  to 
go  into  the  committee  on  the  bill, 
until  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  was 
taken  upon  that  queftion .  It  mujft 
be  firft  got  rid  of,  before  any  one 
claufe  in  the  bill  could  be  taken 
into  coniideration.  He  could  not 
at  the  fame  time  help  declaring,  that 
if  it  fhould  be  refolved  and  deter* 
mined,  that  parliament  had  not  a 
right  to  interfere,  to  reform,  to  ar- 
range, and,  if  neceffary,  to  refume 
the  grants  they  had  made  to  the 
crown  forpublicpurpofes ;  iA  fliort, 

«fee  to  the  proper  application  of 
e monies  they,had granted;  there 
was  at  once  an  end  of  the  liberties 
of  this  country.  Give  princes  and 
their  miniftcrs,  faid  he,  the  ex- 
clufive  right  of  diipofing  of  any 
confiderable  part  of  the  public 
treafures,  and  our  liberdes,  from 
that  inftant,  are  gone  for  ever. 

He  denied  that  the  aueftion  was 
abftradl,  as  thofe  who  had  a  mind 
to  get  rid  of  it  were  pleafed  to  af. 
fert.  The  propofition,  as  con- 
nefted  with  the  bill,  was  no  ab- 
ftraft  queftion,  becaufe  it  amount- 
ed to  a  direftand  fpeciftc  denial  of 
its  principle,  which  was  a  tho- 
rough reform  in  the  whole  of  riie 
civiT  lift  expenditure.  There  was^ 
no  ground  for  the  other  apprehen- 
fion,  that  the  people  might  be 
mifled  by  the  declaration.  How 
mifled  ?  frothing  could  be  a  more 
clear  rejedion  of  the  petitions, 
than  the  fuppoiition  of  the  princi^ 
pie  in  queftion,  fairlv propofed  bj 
one  gentleman,  ana^" 'highly  ap- 
plauded by  thofe  who  would  fain 
poftpone  it.  The  petitioners  fay, 
that  ufelefs  and  finecure  places 
ought  to  be  aboliftied;  that  exor- 
bitant falaries  and  perquifitesonght 
to  be  reduced,  where  did  thofe 
evils  originate?  In  the  expendi- 
ture 
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turc  of  the  civil  lift.     Where  was 
the  reform  recommendfcd,   to  ope- 
rate ?  Moll  clearly,  where  the  evil 
exifted.    &ut  the  propofition  holds 
that  no  reform 'can  there  operate. 
.  It  was  then  evident,  that  if  the 
proportion  ihould  appear  to  be  the 
fenfe  of  a  majority  of  that  houfe, 
it  would  comprehend,  one  or  other 
of  thefe  two  anfwers  to  the  peti- 
tions ;  that,  your  petitions  are  ill- 
founded,  and  no  reform  is  necef- 
fary ;  or,  that  though  they  are  well 
founded,  our  hands  are  fo  tied  up, 
that  we  are  incapable  of  affording 
you  redrefs.-r-He  declaied,    that 
if  the  propofition  fhbuld  be  agreed 
to,  by  a  majority  of  that  houfe, 
he  ihould  confider  his  toils  and  la- 
bours as  at  an  end  ;  and  that  as  his 
prefence  there  could  be  of  no  far- 
ther ufe  or  confequence,  he  never 
again  ihould  enter  it. 

Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Townfliend, 
General  Conway,  Mr.  Dunning, 
and  other  diftinguiihed  members 
of  oppofition,  took  and  fupported 
nearly  the  fame  ground ;  diverfi- 
flcd  according  to  the  charafter  and 
fenius  of  the  feveral  fpeakers. 

Mr.  Rigby,  who  introduced  the 
buiinefs,  was  afloniihed  at  what  he 
called  the  unaccountable  mifinter- 
pretation  of  words,  or  perverfion 
of  fenfe,  which  prevailed  on  the 
other  fide,  in  the  interpretation 
which  was  put  upon  his  propor- 
tion. He  declared  with  energy, 
that  he  would  not  readily  relign 
the  Erik  place,  to  any  man,  who 
Ihould  profefs  to  entertain  a  more 
warm  and  fteady  zeal  for  the  liber- 
ties of  his  country,  than  himfelf ; 
and  that  it  was  with  no  fmall  de- 
gree of  furprize  and  emotion,  he 
heard  fentiments  imputed  to  him, 
tending  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
conduution.  He  appealed  to  all 
3 


who  heard  him,  whether  He  had 
uttered  a  fyllable,  which  the  mofit 
fertile  imagination  could  fo  inter- 
pret.    No  man  revered  the  rights 
of  the  conftitution  more,  or  would 
gQ  farther  in  maintaining  the  rights 
of  the  people,  within  that  houfe, 
where  only,  in  his  opinion,  fo  long 
as  parliament  exiiled,  they  could 
be  conftitutionally  defended.     He 
maintained  the  right  of  the  people 
to  petition  every  branch  of  the  le- 
giflature  ;  but  it  was  in  that  houfe 
only,    that  their  voice  could  be 
fairly  known  and  acknowledged  ; 
and  from  thence  only  it  could  be 
furely  and   fafely  collefted.-— He 
llill  adhered  firmly  to  his  original 
opinion,   and  to  the   propofition 
founded  upon   it;    and  notwith^ 
ftanding  the  difficulty  in  which  the 
queflion   involved  adminiftration^ 
fupported  the  oppofition  in  their 
intention  of  bringing  it  to  a  de- 
cifion  ;  declaring,  that  as  he  would 
not  be  bullied  out  of  his  propofi- 
tion by  one  fide  of  the  houfe,  (b 
he  was  refolved  not  to  be  flattered 
or  cajoled  out  of  it  by  the  other. 

The  friends  of  admin ifiration  en- 
deavoured all  they  could  to  foftcn, 
and  in  fomc  meafure  to  explain 
away,  the  apparent  fenfe  and 
me^aning,  or  at  leaft  that  in  which 
it  had  been  fir  ft  underftood,  of  the 
propofition.  Nor  did  they  only 
attempt  to  refcue  it  from  the  fenfe 
put  upon  it  by  their  adverfaries  ; 
but  like  wife  from  fome  part  of 
that,  which  had  in  the  beginning 
drawn  forth  applaufc  on  their  own 
fide.  They  infilled,  that  it  did 
not  by  any  means  involve  in  it  a 
denial  of  the  right  to  reform  a- 
bufesj  but  that  it  only'aflertcd, 
that  it  would  be  unjuft  to  interfere 
in  the  civil  lift  expenditure,  with- 
out proper  )»roof  of  ^bafe^  previ- 
ous 
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Dus  to  the  interference;  And  this 
maxim,  they  faid,  was  fupported 
by  the  conHitution  ;  admitting  the 
right  toexill,  in  the  ftrongefl  man- 
ner in  which  it  had  been  dated  or 
fuppofed  on  the  other  fide.  But 
as  the  purport  of  the  propo/ition 
Lid  already  been  mifconceived  or 
mifrcprcfcnted  within  doors,  there 
could  be  no  doubt,  that  it  would 
be  much  more  mifconceived,  and 
mifrcprcfented,  out  of  doors.  And 
they  could  not  help  faying  and 
thinking,  that  the  eagernefs  (hewn 
to  bring  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman's propoiition  under  diicuf- 
fion,  could  proceed  from  no  other 
motive,  than  that  if  the  houfe 
ihould  agree  to  it,  it  might  fur- 
nifh  grounds  for  fpreading  falfe  ru- 
mours, and  creating  popular  del u- 
fion. 

This  change  of  ground,  pro- 
duccd  fome  awkward  fttuations  and 
circamflances,  which  afforded  room 
for  laughter  and  farcafm  on  the 
other  fioe.  As  to  limiting  the  right 
of  controul,  to  the  previous  proof 
of  abufe,  it  was  faid  to  be  ridicu- 
lous. How  was  the  abufe  to  be 
difcovered  or  proved,  but  by  exa- 
mination and  enquiry  ?  If  pailia- 
mcnt  was  competent  to  the  correc- 
tion of  an  abufe,'  they  muft  be 
corr.pet<<ftt  to  the  means  of  its  dif- 
CO  very.  To  talk  of  any  pow^r  of 
controul,  without  that  of  enquiry, 
or  of  enquiry  without  that  of  con-, 
trcul,  was  too  abfurd  to  defervc  an 
aafwcr.  The  fuppofed  injuiUce 
of  enquiry,  before  the  proof  of 
abufe,  was,  if  poflible,  mnre  fo ; 
2ni  could  be  only  equalled  by  th« 
fappofition,  that  although  a  man 
t'jght  to  be  punifhed  for  the  com- 
iTutTion  of  a  crime  ;  yet  it  would 
b?  unjaft  to  try  hito,  until  his 
guilt ^as  proved. 


The  queflion  now  before  the 
houfe,  and  on  whiclt  both  parties 
were  to»  bring  forward  their  utmoft 
force,  was,  whether,  according  to 
the  order  of  the  day,  it  Ihbuld  be 
refolved  into  a  committee  on  Mr. 
Burke's  bill,  or  whether  thcy^ 
fhould  firft  enter  into  a  difcuffioa 
of,  and  decide  upon,  Mr.  Rigby'a 
propofition.  The  quefUon  being 
put  about  nine  o'clock,  the  rcfo- 
lution  for  the  order  of  the  day  was 
carried,  by  a  majority  of  fix  only, 
the  numbers  being  205,  to  199. 
This  divifion  was  marked  by  the 
fingular  circumllance,  of  Mr, 
Rigby's  voting  in  the  minority^ 
and  in  opposition  to  all  his  friends 
in  admin  iilration. 

The  firft  claufc  in  the  bill,  and 
confcoucntly  the  firll  queftion  be- 
fore the  committee,  was  that  for 
aboliihing  the  office  of  third  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate,  othcrwife  fecretary 
for  the  colonies  ;  which  was  after- 
wards  modified  to  the  fimple  de- 
fcription  of  One  -of  his  majcHy's 
principal  fecretaries  of  ilate. 

Much  of  the  ground,  which  we 
have  formerly  had  occafion  pretty 
accurately  to  mark  out,  on  the  ap- 
plicatit)ns  of  the  crown  to  parlia, 
nient,  for  the  difcharge  of  the  ci- 
vil lill  debts,  and  for  an  addition  of 
revenue  to  that  eftablifhment,  and 
which'wehavefmce  likewife  feea 
not  unfrequently  trodden  upon 
other  occafions,  was  now  again 
gone  over  by  both  parties';  and  it3 
principal  pofitions  ftrongfy  and 
warmly  di(puted.  The  tenure  by 
which  the  crown  held  the  civil  li^ 
revenue,  was  again  agitated;  the 
friends  of  adminiltrationconfider- 
ing  it  as  a  life  ellate  ;  as  exclufivc 
and  private  property.  The  right 
of  parliament  to  interfere  at  all, 
And  in  any  cafe,  in  its  difpofil  br 
expenditure. 
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expenditure,  waa  rather  donbtfully 
fpokcn  of  b)^  the  moft  enarded  and 
temperate,  who  paid  lome  atten- 
tion to  the  tendernefs  and  difficulty 
of  the  ground ;  but  others,  parti- 
cularly fome  in  high  office,  abfo- 
lutely  denied  it,  without  qualifi- 
cation or  refer ve.  But  if  the  right 
of  interference  were  admitted,  the 
minifters  contended,  that  it  muft 
be  in  eafes  of  grofs  abufe,  previ- 
oufly  and  incontrovcrtibly  proved. 
When  that  was  once  done,  that 
houfe  was  undoubtedly  competent 
to  point  out  to  the  fovereign,  the 
proper  mode  of  removing  and  cor- 
redtmg  them  ;  but  that  mode  was 
not  by  paffing  a  law  of  refump- 
tion;  an  extremity,  which  if  at 
all  refortedto,  itfhould  only  be  in 
fome  cafe  of  the  laft  neceffity,  when 
all  other  means  had  been  tried,  and 
had  been  found  ineffedtual. 

But  even  fuppofing  that  it  were 
right  and  fit  for  parliament  to  in- 
terfere upon  motives  of  public  oe- 
eonomy,  another  queftion  would 
jirife,  whether  the  objeft  to  be  at- 
tained, namely  the  faving  pro- 
poied,  was  of  that  magnitude  to 
juftify  the  houfe,  not  only  in  an 
innovation,  but  in  thefuppreffion 
of  an  ufcful  and  neceflfary  office. 
For  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
committee,  it  muft  be  deemed  an 
ufeful  and  neceffary  office,  until 
the  contrary  was  clearly  proved. 
They  were  not  to  eflimate  the  of- 
fice uiat  was  propofed  to  be  abo- 
Jiihed,  merely  upon  its  own  in- 
trinfic  value  j  but  they  were  like- 
wife  to  confider  what  the  meafure 
of  abolifhment  led  to.  The  claufe 
before  them,  formed  but  a  part, 
and  a  very  fmall  part  indeed,  of 
the  multifarious  bill  to  which  it 


belonged.     But  if  the  propriety 
of  this  claufe  ibould  be  ellabuihed, 


die  fame  principle  would  reach  to 
every  other  part  of  the  bill ;  and 
its  eiTe^s  would  be  extended  to  all 
the  branches  of  the  royal  houfhold, 
and  even  diilurb  the  domeftic  ar- 
rangements within  the  palace. 

But  confidering  the  claufe  mere- 
ly upon  its  own  proper  ground, 
and  fuppofmg  the  bill  to  be  formed 
on  the  fentiments  contained  in  the 
petitions,  would  any  gentleman 
venture  to  declare  that  the  office 
was  a  (inecure ;  that  it  was  attend* 
ed  with  exorbitant  fees,  perqui- 
£tes,  or  emoluments ;  that  it  was 
a  heavy,  expenfive  eftablifhment  ; 
or,  that  it  was  a  (burce  of  much 
influence  in  that  houfe.  It  per- 
haps would  be  faid,  that  it  was 
ufelefs  and  unneceflary.  If  that 
ground  is  taken,  let  the  gentle- 
men on  the  other  fide  bring  for- 
ward their  evidence  ;  let  them  de- 
monflrate  to  the  committee  that  it 
is  fo ;  but  let  not  a/Tertion  pafs 
for  proof,  nor  mere  opinion  for 
argument.  It  will  then  be  incum. 
bent  upon  them  to  eftabliih  the 
right,  as  well  as  the  expediency 
of  inter fering,  and  of  refuming 
the  grant  made  to  the  fovereign  on 
his  acceffion;  a  grant  which  he 
received  as  an  equivalent  for  that 
ample  revenue,  to  which  he  was 
enutled,  from  the  inHant  of  his 
being  proclaimed  kin?  of  this 
country;  and  they  will  flill  be 
called  upon  to  ihew,  that  the  re- 
form is  not  only  juft  and  neceflarv, 
but  that  the  mode  propofed,  is  the 
only  one,  or  the  beft,  which  could 
poffibly  be  carried  into  execution. 

They  expe£^ed,  ti^ey  faid,  to 
hear  it  obferved,  that  the  abolifh^ 
ing  of  the  office  in  queftion  would 
be  no  innovation,  as  it  was  only  of 
modern  date,  and  of  a  few  years 
Sanding  j  but  to  provide  againft 
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this  they  ftated,  tlut  there  had 
been  a  third  fecretary  of  ilate,  fo 
ctriy  as  the  reign  "bt  Edward  the 
Vlth.  and  that  even  in  the  late- 
reign,  (which  it  was  i^ow  become 
fo  mach  the  fafhion  invidioufly 
to  hold  oat  as  the  objed  of  all 
praife,  an'H  as  the  pared  model  of 
all  public   and   political   virtue) 
tkat  office  had  faofifted  for  fev^rjfiJ 
years ;  lb  that,  in  fad,  it  was  not 
a  new  office,  bat  an  old  one,  re« 
cently  revived.     But  independent 
of  that,  whether  die  office  wa»  old 
or  new,  there  waa  an  objedion  of 
audi  mater  weight  to  the  pro- 
pofed  claufe ;  for  if  it  was  carried, 
it  would  give  rife  to  a  moft  alarm- 
ing and  dangerous  precedent ;  it 
wonld  eftablim  it  as  a  maxim,  that 
tiie  legiflature  were  the  only  pro- 
per judges  of  the  detailed  exercife 
of  the  executive  power.     A  prin- 
ciple which  would  a£feA  every  efta- 
blKhment  already  made,  or  which 
might  be  hereafter  made ;  and  at 
the  fame  time,  that  it  divefled 
the  crown    of  Qne  of  its   moft 
nluable  rights  and  prerogatives, 
would  diikble  it  from  difcharging 
the  duties  vefted  in  it  by  the  con- 
ftitndon,  by  taking  away  the  ri^ht 
and  exercife  .of  judgment,   with 
refpefl  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
could  moft  Adthfully  and  effeda- 
ally  difcharge  thofe  duties. 

The  mover  of  the  bill,  and 
thofe  who  fupported  him,  in  an- 
fwer  to  what  nad  been  advanced, 
of  the  impropriety  and  injuHice  of 
interference  or  punifhmentj,  with- 
out previous  proof  of  the  abufe, 
drew  a  line  of  diftindion  between 
the  judicial  and  tegiilative  capacity 
of  parliament.  In  the  former, 
they  were  andoubtedly  to  proceed, 
in  all  cafes, .  upon  legal  evidence. 
In  the  latter,  they  were  totally  dif- 


charged  from  that  attention.  They 
were  then  in  the  exercife  of  judg- 
ment, upon  the  general  view  and 
date  of  public  atfairs ;  and  they 
not  only  nad  a  right,  but  it  was 
their  duty,  to  frame  fuch  regula- 
tions as  they  judged  neceflary, 
with  reijpeft  to  the  better  govern- 
ment ofthe  country,  whether  with 
regard  to  the  prefent  fecurity,  or 
to  the  future  prefervatioh  of  the 
conftitutien.  It  was  even  a  jcft  to 
fuppofe  that  parliament  had  not  a 
ri^nt  of  interference  and  controul, 
with  refped  to  that  moSt  facred  of 
all  things,  orivate  property,  when, 
it  concerned  the  public  benefit,  or 
even  convenience.  Was  there  a 
week  during  their  fitting  in  which 
this  right  was  not  exercifed  ?  Was 
there  a  turnpike  bill,  a  fb*eet  bill, 
an  inland  navigation,  or  a  private 
road  bill,  in  which  this  inter- 
ference and  controul  were  not  pre- 
dominant? or  in  which  private 
right,  pleafure,  or  convenience^ 
•was  not  obliged  to  give  way  to 
public  ufe  ? 

But  they  reprobated,  in  terms  of 
unufual  indignation,  that  dodrine 
held  out,  in  this  enlightened  age, 
and  in  the  face^of  a  Britiih  par- 
liament, that  the  civil  lift  revenue, 
(in  which  all  the  purpofes  of  the 
politics,  law,  order,  and  good 
ceconomy,  of  the  itate  are  in- 
volved) was  to  be  confidered  as  a 
perfonal  eftate,  and  as  mere  pri- 
vate property,  whilft  parliament 
was  wholly  incompetent  to  the  fu- 
perintendence  and  controul  of  the 
expenditure.  This  dodirine,  faid 
Mr.  Burke,  is  not  even  toryifm. 
It  is  the  abflraA  principle  of  ja- 
cobitifm  itfelf.  The  tory  fcheme 
indeed  holds  monarchy  high^  not 
only  as  the  perfe6Hon  of  govern- 
ment, but  as  th«  fole  mode  of  it 
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which  can  poffibly  be  good ;  and  by  falfe  and  pretended  friends,  29 

therefore  it  prefers  the  very  de-  claiming  an  inherent,  felf-created 

fpotifm  and  tyranny  of  kines,  to  original,  and  a  divine  right,  in  the 

any  plan,  or  any  adminiftration  of  voluntary  grants  of  that  people  for 

a  commonwealth.     But  this  doc-  whofe  gooa  he  received  it,  and  for 

trine,    grofly  erroneous  as   it  is,  whofe  good  it  may  be  refumcd  ? 

ftill  proceeds  upon  principles  of  This  is   the  higheft  pinnacle  of 

government,    and  on  grounds  of  defpotifm  ;    nor  can   it  ever  rife 


public  good.    But  jacobitifm,  fup- 
Bofes    the    adminilb'ation  of  the 
ftate  a  matter  of  private  property, 
to  be  held  and  tranfmitted  as  an 
inheritance  ;  and  the  unhappy  ad- 
herents  to  that  caufe,  always  ar- 
gued it  as  a  defcent  of  an  eftate, 
according  to  the  rules  and  maxims 
of  private  jurifprudence.     But  if 
this  principle  or  jacobitifm  be  ab- 
fnrd  with  regard  to  government 
itfelf,  it  muft  be  equally  abfurd 
with  regard  to  any  revenue  pof- 
fcSed  by  government.     Corredly 
fpcaking,  government  as  Aich,  can 
have  no  property.     The  whole  is 
a  truft.     But  the  property  of  the 
fubjeft  is  no  truft.     It  is  that,  for 
the  fecttrity  of  which,  trulls  were 
made  ;    and  this  truft  of  govern- 
ment, and  all  its  revenue,  among 
the  reft.     Property  was  not  made 
by  government,    out  government 
by  and  for  it.     The  one  is  pri- 
mary and  felf-exiftent ;  the  other 
is  fecondai*y  and  derivative.     He 
contended  therefore,  that  all  fuch 
eftates  being  trufts,  it  makes  very 
little  difference,  whether  they  are 
for  years,  or  life,  or  hereditary. 
It  alters  their  tenure,  but  not  their 
nature.     They  are  all  objefls  of 
public  cognizance,  whenever  they 
Lecopie   abufive   or   inconvenient 
enough  to  call  £ot  infpe^ion  and 
reformation. 

And  (hall  the  fervant,  the  crea- 
ture of  the  people,  faid  they,  be 
reprefented  by  treafonable  fubjefts. 


higher.  It  is  eftablifhing  that 
odious  and  deteftable  principle, 
which  experience  has  already  fhewn 
to  be  totally  fubverfive  of  all  that 
is  generous,  liberal,  great,  noble, 
or  excellent,  in  the  human  nature 
and  charaftcr,  namelv,  that  the 
people  are  made  for  kings,  inftead 
of  their  being  made  for  the  people. 

The  oppofition  were  exceedingly 
vehement,  and  feemed  to  bear  every 
thing  before  them,  on  this  ground. 
Indeed,  almoft  all  the  eloauence, 
powers  of  argument,  and  force  of 
language,    on    that    fide  of   the 
houfe,  were  particularly  dire^d 
to  it.    The  boldeft  of  the  minifte- 
rial  phalanx,  they  faid,  had  (hrunlc 
back,  and  were  afraid  to  meet  the 
queftion,   when  every  endeavour 
was   ufed  to  brifig  it  fairly  and 
nakedly  into  difcuflion  ;  and  yet 
they  now  venture  covertly  to  adopt 
and  fupport  the  principle.  Mr.  Fox 
exclaimed,  with  his  ufual  fervor 
and  animation.  Good  God !  had  he 
been  aflcep  ?  how  had  he  been  loft 
to  himfclf  ?  to  what  Kttle  purpofe 
had  his  education,  his  knowledge, 
and  his  experience,  been  attained, 
if  it  was  a  dodrine  eftabliihed  in 
that  houfe,  that  the  king  was  to 
be  uncontrouled  in  his  civil  lift. 
Did  men  know  what  they  were 
afterting,  when  they  held  fuch  Ian- 
guage?     Were  they  fo  blind  as 
realfv  to   fee  no   danger   in   it> 
Were  they  fo  ignorant,  or  fo  to- 
tally loft  to  the  will  of  others^  as 
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unknown  in  the  hiflory  of  any 
other  mother  country  under  the 
fun,  when  we  employed  no  more 
than  *two  fecretaries  of  ftate ;  and 
that  every  feature  ip  that  pic- 
ture  of  complete  human  Mu 
city  was  inftantly  reverfed  upon 
the  appointment  of  a  third. 
Through  that  appointment^  we 
not  only  loft  thoie  very  colonies, 
but  they  were  converted  into  our 
bitter  fnemies ;  along  with  the  loft 
of  our  colonies  and  commerce,  we 
had  fufFered  fuch  degrees  of  dif- 
grace  and  degradation ^  in  the  eyes 
of  all  Europe,  as  this  country 
never  before  experienced ;  and 
through  the  fame  canfe^  we  were 
plunged  in  the  prefent  conteft  with 
oui*  powerful  and  hereditary  ene- 
mies, which  tended  to  our  in- 
evitable ruin.  Was  any  thing 
more  neccflary  to  ihew,  that  this 
office  was  at  leaft  totally  ufelefs ; 
and  that  if  not  originally  mif- 
chievous  in  its  nature,  it  had  how- 
ever proved  fatally  ruinous  in  its 
effefti 

They  concluded  by  obferving, 
that  it  would  appear  to  a  ftranger, 
from  the  arguments  ufed  by  the 
friends  of  adminiftration,  that  they 
were  endeavouring  to  deprive  the 
king  of  the  money  allotted  for  his 
privy  purfe,  or  to  curtail  the- 
means  of  his  perfonal  pleafures', 
amuicments,  or  fatisfadion.  Could 
any  perfon  be  fo  blind  as  not  to 
fee,  or  any  member  of  that  houfe 
fo  ignorant  as  not  to  know,  that 
the  objefts  were  totally  different  ? 
That  the  propofed  reform  went  to 
that  great  part  of  the  civil  lift  efta- 
bliftiment,  which  being  dedicated 
to  public  purpofcs,  was  confe- 
quently  liable  to  public  reform; 
and  in  which  the  fovereign  a^ing 
only  as   traftee    for    the   people, 

couM 


to  maintain  a  dodrine  which  went 
to  the  diiTolution  of  the  compact 
between  the  kbg  and  tl^e  people  ? 
Did  not  the  very  nature  of  the 
traft  delegated  to  the  fovereign, 
render  his  accounts  fubjeA  to  the 
infpedion  of  parliament?  Had 
not  fuch  infpeftion  been  the  uni- 
fomi  prafUce  of  parliament  ?  How 
fared  it  with. James  the  Second? 
Was  not  that  unhappy  king,  who 
preferred  a  wretched  penfion  from 
the  crown  of  France,  to  the  go- 
vernment of  a  great  empire  ac- 
cording to  its  laws  and  fconftitu- 
tion,  deprived  of  his  whole  reve- 
nue by  parliament  ? 

The  oppoiition  further  urged, 
that  the  hiftorical  fa^s  ftated  on 
the  other  iide,  to  /hew  that  an 
office  iimilar  to  that  now  in  queftion 
had  formerly  exifted,  was  nothing 
more,  they  faid,  to  the  purpofe, 
than  the  bringing  of  proofs  which 
were  not  intended,  that  the  ufe- 
leflhefs  of  the  office  being  difco- 
vered  upon  trial,  it  was  therefore 
difcontinued.  It  would  be  a  mat- 
ter of  little  confequence  now,  that 
a  dozen  fecretaries  had  been  em- 
ployed through  the  folly  or  caprice 
of  any  of  our  ancient  princes  ; 
if  that  fort  of  argument  went  to 
any  thing,  it  would  be  to  the 
revival  of  all  the  ufelefs  and  dan- 
gerous officer,  which  the  wifdom 
of  paft  kings,  or  the  integrity  of 
former  p^liaments,  had  been  ap- 
plied to  abolifli.  The  point  be- 
fore the  committee,  was  merely 
the  queftion  of  utility,  or  inutility, 
with  rcfpeft  to  that  office.  It 
yfoM  be  fufiicient  to  obferve  on 
that  fubjeft,  that  this  country  had 
raifed  itfelf  to  the  higheft  pitch  of 
power  and  national  glory,  and  that 
her  colonies  had  riien  to  a  degree 
•f  wealth,  power,  and  population. 
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€oul4  have  no  other  perfonal  inte- 
reft)  than  that  which  was  fo  con- 
fiantly  denied,  of  fupporting  an 
nndae  and  corrupt  influence.  But 
at  any  rate,  that  revenue,  like  all  * 
others^  muft  be  affeded  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  times,  and  pro- 
portioned to  the  ability  of  the 
public,  by  which  it  was  granted 
and  paid.  It  would  be  too  ridi- 
culous to  fuppofe  otherwife.  At 
the  acceilion  of  his  majefty,  when 
a  large  revenue  was  granted  to  him 
for  Bfe,.  the  nation  was  great, 
fiouriihing,  and  glorious  beyond 
example.  The  uoerality  of  the 
grant,  was  fuited  to  the  felicity  of 
the  time.  The  fmalleft  notice  was 
not  then  given,  of  the  fatal  de- 
figns  which  were  in  embrio,  or  of 
the  ruinous  meafurcs  that  were  to 
be  purfued.  It  was  fo  impofTible 
to  have  forefeen  the  fubfequent 
public  loiTes  and  calamities  of  his 
reign,  that  they  could  not  have 
been  conceived  even  in  thought. 
The  lofs  of  America,  and  of  our 
Weft  India  iflands,  was  never  fug- 
gefted,  even  in  a  dream,  to'  the 
wildeft  vifionary.  That  great  re- 
venue muft  partake  of  the  nature 
4>f  all  human  eftablifliments.  The 
fuperftruAure  can  have  no  greater 
ftaoility,  than  the  foundation  on 
which  it  was  raifed.  Even  i'np- 
pofing,  what  can  never  be  admit- 
ted, that  the  ^ranters  had  no 
power  of  revocation  or  recal,  ftill 
the  revenue  muft  depend  upon 
their  ability  to  pay  it.  To  lup- 
pofe  ^at  the  eftablifhments  of  the 
Sovereign  would  not  be  afFe^ed  by 
the  public  diftrefTes  and  calamities, 
by  the  lofs  of  dominion,  and  the 
Aibtra^ion  of  wealth  and  power 
from  the  ftate,  was  fuch  an  abfur- 
dity  as  not  to  deferve  anfwer  or 
notice.     It  was  fcarcely  iefs  than 


treafon  to  royalty,  even  to  fuppofe 
that  the  fovereign  would  not  wil- 
lingly participate  in  the  evil,  as 
well  as  in.  the  good  fortune  of  his 
people.  Was  it  jpoffible  that  thofe 
fycophants,  thole  faife  pretended 
friends,  who  held  out  that  doc- 
trine, and  would  reprefent  the 
king  as  not  wifhing  to  lighten  the 
burthens,  or  relieve  the  diftreffes 
of  his  fubjedls,  were  ignorant  of 
the  incurable  wound  which  they 
would  thereby  infliA  on  the  royal 
name  and  character  ? 

At  a  quarter  before  three  o*clock 
in  the  mornine,  the  committee  di- 
vided, when  &e  office  of  third  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate  was  prefcrved  by 
a  majority  of  feven  only;  the 
numbers  being  201,  in  fupport  of 
the  claufc  of  reform,  to  208,  by 
whom  it  was  oppofed.  Such  was 
the  ifTue,  of  one  of  the  longeft  and 
hardeft  fought  days,. that  perhaps 
ever  was  known  in  an  Engliih 
Houfe  of  Commons ;  nor  was  the 
labour  greater  than  the  ability, 
or  than  the  parliamentary  fkill  and 
generalfhip  difplayed  on  both  fides. 
The  minifters  finding  the  torrent 
ftrong  againft  them  within  and 
without  doors,  rather  oppofed  their 
adverfaties  indireftly,  and  with  ef- 
forts to  gain  time,  than  with- many 
arguments  to  the  ahllraft  ftate  of 
the  queftion ;  and  in  this  point 
they  Ihcwed  great  patience  and 
dexterity.  They  even  took  advan- 
tage from  their  prefcnt  weaknefs. 
The  low  ftcite  gf  the  minifter's  ma- 
jorities, was  brought  as  an  argu- 
ment to  prove  that  the  influence 
of  the  crown  was  not  increafed  ; 
and  one  gentleman  in  ofiice  threw 
out,  that  if  the  noble  lord  was 
not  better  fupported,  it  would  be 
in  vain  for  him  to  attempt  any 
longer  to  carry  on  the  public 
buiincfs. 
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bujinefs.  On  the  other  fide,  the 
prefent  llate  of  diviiions  was  attri- 
bated  to  the  temper  and  fcnfe  of 

,  the  people  without  doors  ;  and 
they  aniverfally  and  heartily  fub- 
Icribcd  to  the  latter  propoiltion . 

The  abolition  of  the  board  of 
trade,  was  the  next  clcufe  of  Mr.- 
March  13th;     Burke's  Biil  which 
•^  came     under     tlic 

tonfideration  df  the  committee. 
The  great  objeft  of  debate  was,  on 
one  iide  to  ihgw  its  utility,  and 
on  the  other,  to  prove  it  totally 
inefficient,  ufelefs,  and  when  at 
any  tiaic  aftive,  cither  mifchievous 
or  ridiculous,  but  of  late  dwindled 
into  a  mere  iinccure  office,  which 
anfwered  no  other  purpofe  what- 
ever, than  that  of  providing  eight 
members  for  that  houfe,  and  fe- 
curing  their  votes  and  fervices  to 
the  minliler,  at  an  income  or  pen- 
sion of  a  thoufand  pounds  a  year 
each.  The  firil  ground  was  taken 
up  very  much  at  large,  v/ith  a 
very  laborious  detail,    and  great 

i     knowledge  of  the  hillory  of  the 

[  ofnce,  by  a  gentleman  who  fat  at 
that  board.     The  oppoilte  ground 

I  was  taken  by  the  *framer  of  the 
bill ;  who  bcfides  fupporting  it 
with  his  ufual  flrcngth  of  argu- 
ment, threw  out  fuch  an  infinity 
of  wit,  fatire,  and  ridicule  upon 
the  fubjcA,  as  to  excite  a  very  un- 
ufaal  de;jree  of  pleafantry  in  the 
houfe.  The  main  line  of  his 
argument  was  to  fhew,  that  when 
the  bufinefs  of  trade  and  planta- 
tions had  been  managed  by  a  com- 
mittee of  council  without  falaries, 
it  had  been  attended  by  perfons  of 
^aterrank,  weight,  z^nd  ability, 
2nd  that  bufinefs  of  far  more  dilH- 
culty  and  delicacy  was  better  dif- 
patch?d,  and  with  more  c.rprJi- 
ticn  and  fatlsfaftion,  than  fuice 
Vol.  XXIIL 


the  appointment  of  the  board  of 
trade;  and  this  pofition  he  fup- 
ported  with  cr  mparifons  of  affairs^ 
times,  anecdotes  cf  pc^rfcns,  and 
with  references  to  the  council 
books,  which  gave  great  llvclinefs 
and  intereil  to  this  debate. 

The  qucftion  was  not  called^ 
until  a  quarter  pafl  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning  ;  when  the  cliufe  for 
aboliftiing  the  board  of  trade  was 
carried  in  the  afurmativc  by  a  ma- 
jority of  eight}  the  numbers  be-' 
ing,  in  fupport  of  the  qucftion 
207 >  to  199  who  voted  for  th« 
fupport  and  continuance  of  the 
eftablilhment. 

Such  was  the  fir  ft  of  the  great 
defeats  received  by  adminillration, 
and  which  fo  much  didinguifhed 
the  prefent  fcllion  from  all  others 
of  late  years.  A  defeat  of  fuch 
a  nature,  as  Would  in  any  other 
period  have  proved  fatal  to  any 
adminillration.  Some  members 
of  the  oppofitJon,  endeavoured  to 
perfuade  the  lords  of  trade  to  with- 
draw before  thff  divifion ;  on  the 
ground  of  indecency,  in  their  vot- 
ing on  a  quelUon  in  which  they 
were  fo  immediately  and  perfon- 
ally  concerned,  ff  this  had  been 
agreed  to,  it  would  have  about 
doubled  their  majority.  But  the 
queflion  was  too  trying,  and  the 
(esifon  too  critical,  to  make  fuch 
a  facrifice  to  delicacy  or  punililio ; 
and  the  cor.duil  of  the  American 
fecretary,  on  the  late  divifion  in 
his  own  cafe,  was  a  fufiicicnt  pre- 
cedent for  the  prefent,  to  keep 
the  rcfufal  irt  countcnjincc. 

It  was  in  this  debate  firft  dif- 
covered,  or  at  Icafl  firlt  publicly 
knbv/n,  thai  the  fpeaker,  and  aJ- 
-miniilration,  were  not  upon  P:oci 
term-.  Mr.  Vox  having  called  o«i 
the  fpeakiT,  fcr  hi^^  private  opi- 
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nion  as  a  member,  and  his  pro- 
fcffional  as  a  great  lawyer,  on  the 
queflion  of  competency  in  parlia- 
ment with  refpedt  to  the  controul 
of  the  civil  lill  revenue.  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton,  after  dating  fe- 
vcral  caufes  which  rendered  him 
extremely  averfe  to  the  giving  of 
any  opinion  in  that  hoafe,  except 
in  his  official  capacity,  likewife 
obferved,  that  a  private  opinion 
which  he  had  formerly  given  on 
a  great  law  quelHon  in  that  houfe^ 
and  which  he  thought  himfelf  pro- 
feflionally  called  upon  to  give, 
(fuppofed  to  allude  to  a  claiiic  in 
the  royal  marriage  bill)  as  well 
as  in  compliance  with  the  apparent 
defire,  and  feeming  wilh  of  the 
houfc,  not  only  fubjedcd  him  to 
a  mifmterpretation  of  his  condudV, 
but  he  had  alfo  the  misfortune  to 
find,  had  given  weat  offence  in  a 
quarter,  where  he  certainly  did 
not  intend  or  wifh  to  give  any. 

He  afterwards  oblerved,  that 
the. noble  lord  at  the  head  of  af- 
fairs, had  long  withdrawn  all 
friendfhip  and  confidence  from 
him.  That  from  the  time  of  kis 
reporting  the  fenfc  of  that  houfe 
at  the  bar  of  the  other,  on  occa- 
fion  of  prefcnting  the  money  bills, 
for  the  difcharge  of  the  civil  lift 
debts,  and  the  incrcafe  of  its  re- 
venue, all  appearances  even  of 
friendfhip,  confidence,  and  good 
will,  hacl  ccafed  on  the  fide  of  the 
noble  lord.  He  was  ftill  at  a  lofs 
even  to  guefs,,  what  jull  caufc  of 
offence  he  had  then  given.  What 
he  had  done  upon  ||b3t  occafion 
was,  to  th?  beft  of  his  judgment, 
only  in  difcharge  of  his  duty.  If 
he  had  afted  wrong,  it  arofe  from 
error,  not  from  deiign  ;  and  what- 
ever  others  might  think  of  his 
condu^,  ht  had  the  iatisfadion^ 

S 


of  its  having  been  unanimoufly  ap- 
proved of  by  that  houfe. —He 
hinted  at  injury  in  a  recent  tranf- 
aftion,  from  which  the  miniftcr 
and  he  muft  from  thence  forward 
ftand  upon  the  moft  inequi vocal 
terms.  He  declared  that  he  was 
not  a  friend  to  the  noble  lord,  and 
that  he  had  repeated  and  convinc- 
ing proofs^  that  the  noble  lord  was 
not  his  friend.  The  time  was  not 
yet  arrived,  he  faid,  when  it  would 
be  proper  to  make  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  tranfaftion  public. 
But  if  the  noble  lord  did  not  do 
him  juftice,  he  would  ftatc  the 
particulars  to  the  houfe ;  and  he 
would  fubmit  to  them,  how  far  he 
was  bound  to  remain  in  a  |^ta. 
ation,  where  ^  performance  of  the 
duties  annexed  to  it,  fubjeAed  him 
to  grofs  and  flagrant  injury. 

The  minifter  equally  pleaded 
ignorance  and  innocence,  accom- 
panied with  no  fmall  degree  of 
lurprize  at  the  charge.  Enquirv, 
explanation,  and  taking  the'  fufc- 
jeit  over,  inftead  of  mollifying 
matters,  only  fcrved  to  blow  them 
np  to  a  flame  ;  and  at  length  in- 
duced the  fpeaker  to  depart  from 
his  preceding  avowed  intention, 
of  rcferving  for  future  contingen- 
cies, his  difclofure  of  the  caufe  of 
complaint. 

He  accordingly  flated,  that  upon 
the  death  of  the  late  ^eaker,  he 
had  been  ftrongly  folicitcd  by  the 
then  minifter  (Duke  of  Grafton) 
to  accept  of  his  prefent  honourable 
fituation,  before  he  could  bring 
himfelf  to  a  compliance.  That 
bcfides  his  fenfe  of  the  great 
weight  of  the  important  duties 
which  he  \«  as  to  difcharge  in  his 
prefent  oflice,  there  were  other 
very  cogent  motives  which  ope- 
rated to  this  relctdlance.  It  could 
neither 
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fohjeft,  than  he  did  of  the  fup- 
pofed  injury  of  the  tranfadlion. 
He  aflured  the  committee^  that 
he  never  meant  to  chalknee  their 
attention,  upon  any  ftffcject  mere- 
ly perfonal  to  himfelf;  butthink- 


I  neither  be  deemed  arrogance  or 
I  vanity  in  him  to  fay,  when  his 
charader  at  the  bar,  his  flanding, 
and  his  general  pretenfions  were 
I  coniiderc^,  that  he  was  then  at 
the  head  of  his  profeiCon  as  a 
common  lawyjr.  The  honours  of 
his  profeOion  were  accordingly 
open  to  him ;  and  he  was  deter- 
mined not  to  relinquifti  his  claimi 
to  thcfe  upon  any  account  what- 
ever. The  nobleman  then  at  the 
head  of  adminiftration  wiihed  to 
remove  this  obje£lion  $  and  pre- 
vailed on  a  gentleman*  then  pre- 
fent^  and  in  higli  office ,  to  nego<^ 
ciatc  the  bufinefs.  The  terms 
concluded  upon  were,  that  until 
he  caemld  be  provided  for  in  the 
wav  of  his  profeiHon,  (that  fti- 
puiation  taking  place  of  all  others,' 
and  confequently,  that  whenever 
an  opportunity  offered,  the  way 
fhovld  be  kept  open  for  his  return 
to  Weilminder  Hall)  he  fbould 
hold  the  finecnre  <^ce  of  lord 
chief  juitice  in  Eyre,  which  he 
now  poiTefled,  as  an  equivalent, 
and  compenfatijon,  for  the  advan-^ 
rages  he  had  given  up,  and  the 
duties  which  he  was  to  under- 
take. 

Bat  notwithftanding  this  com- 
p3i^^  he  had  lately  diicovered,  to 
his  infinite  furpriia,  that  a  ne- 
gociation  was  m  train,  between 
cKe  noble  miniiler  then  prefent, 
and  the  chief  judge  of  one  of  the 
courts,  by  which  the  latter  was 
to  retire  on  a  penfion,  for  the 
pnrpofe  of  appointing  another 
perlbn  (a  law  officer  then  like- 
wiie  prefent)  to  fupply  his  place, 
and  to  the  utter  fubveriion  of  his 
own  claim.  He  fc^ircely  com- 
plained Isfs  of  the  conduft  and  be- 
haviour of  the  miniiler,  upon  his 
perfonal  application  to  him  on  the 


ing  at  ill  timesy  that  nothing 
fhould  be  kept  more  purfe  an? 
unpolluted,  than  the  fountains  of 
juftice,  he  could  not  but  feel 
when  any  cieafure  was  adopted^ 
under  whatever  pretext,  that  might 
afford  even  colour  for  a  fufpicioii 
of  their  being  corrupted  ;  or  that 
any  improper  means  were  reforted 
to,  for  rendering  the  courts  of 
jttftice  fubferwicnt  to  party,  and 
to  fa^ious  views  ;  he  t Hereford 
thought  it  a  duty  highly  incum- 
bent upon  him,  to  take  notice  of 
the  prefent  tranfa^ion.  He  con- 
cluded by  affertin^,  that  money 
had  been  propofed  to  be  givcA 
and  received,  to  bring  about  th6 
arrangement  he  had  mentioned ; 
and  pledged  himfelf  to  the  houie, 
that  at  a  proper  time,  he  would 
undertake  to  profve  it  to  their  fa- 
tis  faction. 

The  gentleman  in  office,  who 
had  been  alluded  to  by  the  fpeak- 
er>  with  refpeft  to  the  original 
tranfa£tion,  acknowledged,  that 
he  had  been  prevailed  npoifi  by  the 
noble  duke,  then  at  the  head  of 
public  affairs,  to  driver  the  mef- 
faga  in  queftion ;  and  that  the 
particulars  appeared  to  him  to 
have  been  now  fairly  ftated ;  but 
as  far  as  he  could  charge  his  me- 
mory at  this  diftance  of  time,  he 
had  never  underftoodi  that  any 
of  thofe  particul'irfc  c?.me  regu- 
larly or  properly  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  r\nh[r  lord  now  at  the  head 
cf  adminiftration. 

The  m'iniftcr  declared,  that  he 
did  not  look    upon    himfelf  re- 
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fponfible  for  any  promifc  which 
might    have   been   made   by   his 
predecelTors   in   ofHce.      He  did 
not  queftion  the  account  given  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
of  the  confiderations  on  which  he 
had  accepted  of  the  chair  in  that 
houfe;    but  he  could   fairly  an- 
fwcr,  that  he  neither  knew  of  the 
tranfadion  at  the  time,  nor  look- 
ed upon  himfelf  as  bound,  when 
he  did  come  into  office,  by  any 
fuch  promife.      With  refpeft  to 
the  fpeaker's  a^ertion,  of  a  nego- 
ciation,  fuch  as  he  had  defcribed, 
being  on  foot,  and  of  money  being 
propofed  to  be  given  and  received, 
Ae  mutt  dilTent  totally  from  it  as 
to  the  point  oif  faft.     He  affured  . 
him,  that  he  had  been  grofly  mif- 
informed;  and  as  he  was  himfelf 
accufed  of  being  one  of  the  afting 
parties,    he  was  entitled  to  fay, 
that  no  fuch  negociation  was  on 
foot,    as    that  which    had    been 
fta^^d. 

This  brought  out  much  warm 
altercation,  which  run  into  aAer« 
tion  and  direft  contradidion,  be- 
tween the  fpeaker  and  the  mini- 
Her  ;  and  which  gave  rife  to  fuch 
a  fcene,    and   with  fuch  perfon- 
agej,  as  never  had  been  exhibited 
•there  at  any  former  time.     The 
•  firit  law  officer  of  the  crown  in 
that  houfe,  wlio  had  been  alluded 
to  as  a  principal  party  in  the  ne- 
gociation, diiclaimeci  the  imputa- 
tion with  great  fpirit;    and  in  a 
fpeech    fraught    with    his    cfual 
'ftiarp     and     pointed    eloquence, 
threw  out  no  fmall  fhare  of  feve- 
rity,  in  a  pecnliar  ftrain  of  far- 
cafm,    and  ironical  fatire,    upon 
the  complaint  and  condu<ft  of  the 
fpeaker. 

Although  this    affair   made    a 
confiderable  noife   at    the   time, 
3 


yet  it  foon  died  away ;  and  pro- 
duced no  other  efFeft,  than  that 
of  affording  a  new  ground  of  ar- 
gument to  the  oppofition,  that 
the  alarming  influence  which  they 
charged  to  the  crown,  had  not 
only  pervaded,  but  dillurbed  ther 
due  order  and  ccconomy,  of  every 
department,  of  whatever  nature, 
in  the  ftatc.  In  the  mean  time, 
that  law  arrangement,  which  was 
now  charged  to  a  fuppofed  nego- 
ciation, not  found,  or  admitted 
to  cxift,  tdok  place  not  long  after 
in  the  fame  degree  and  effcfl, 
which  the  completion  of  fuch  a 
negociation  could  have  been  ex- 
pefted  to  produce. 

We  have  lately  feeiT  the  fcvere 
'ftriftures  that  were  pafTed  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Fullarton,  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  in  the 
army,  and  to  the  command  of  an 
intended  new  regiment.  Some 
terms  and  expreffions  which  were 
ufed  on  that  occafion,  having 
given  great  offence  to  the  gentle- 
man in  queftion,  he  thought  pro- 
per to  call  thefubjeft  up  in  hi* 
place,  as  a  member  of  the  Hoife 
of  Commons,  before  he  entered 
upon  meafures  of  a  more  fummary 
and  dccifivc  nature  for  the  obtain- 
ing of  fatisfaftion. 

He  accordingly  took  no-      ^^ 


tice  in  that  Houle,  that 
his  charaftcr,  and  his  conduct  in 
offering  to  raife  a  regiment,  had 
been  rcflefted  upon  By  a  noble 
carl  in  the  other ;  a  matter  which 
had  given  him  the  greater  uncafi- 
nefs,  as  he  was  puzzled  how  to 
aft,  in  order  to  wipe  away  the 
imputation.  He  rofe  therefore  to 
explain  the  motives  of  his  con- 
durt,  and  befpoke  the  patience  of 
the  hoafc,  as  he  felt  his  honour 
wounded^ 
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H'ounded,  and  had  ardently  wifhed 
fbr  an  opportunity  of  removing 
the  bad  iznpreifions  of  his  con- 
dud,  to  which  the  place  where 
the  reflections  were  thrown  out, 
was  likely  to  give  occafion.  That 
the  refle£lif)ns,  as  he  underilood, 
were  extremely  grofs ;  the  noble 
earl,  terming  him  a  clerk,  and 
in  the  moil  contemptuous  manner 
remarking,  that  a  clerk  ought  not 
to  be  traced  with  a  regiment ;  at 
the  fame  time  adding  to  that  re- 
jaarky  other  infinuauons,  as  falfe 
as    they  were  illiberal. 

He  then  proceeded  in  a  flile 
of  perfooal  invedive  again fl  a  no- 
ble earl  by  name,  which  called  op 
Mr.  Fox  to  order,  who  exclaimed 
againil  the  unparliamentary  con- 
dad,  of  thus  Hatinq^  what  was 
£aid  in  the  other  houfe,  and  of 
thus  mentioning  peers  by  name, 
in  that ;  a  pradice,  not  to  be  en- 
dured, and  cotttrary  to  every  rule 
of  parliament.  After  ftating  the 
impofiibility  of  their  knowing, 
whether  the  words  alluded  to  were 
really  fpokcn,  he  proceeded  to  ar- 
gue the  impropriety,  of  coniider- 
mg  what  was  laid  in  debate  as  a 
private  and  perfonal  attack.  On 
that  ground,  he  mufl  once  for  all 
declare,  that  if  fuch  a  cuftom 
prevailed,  the  freedom  of  debate 
mui^  ceafe ;  and  he  contended, 
that  the  moft  effential  of  all  the 
rights  of  parliament  would  be  loll, 
if  it  were  once  admitted  as  a 
principle,  that  a  perfonal  affront 
was  intended  to  gentlemen,  when- 
ever their  names  and  public  con- 
dud  were  mentioned  in  debate 

The  minifter,  (who  had  him- 
felf  fmarted,  particularly  during 
the  prefent  feffion,  under  the  f«?- 
verities  of  the  noble  earl,  whofe 
fiame  ^'a^  now  in  queftion)  *  ad- 


mitted,    that     ii    was    certainly 
wrong,  in  either  houfe,  to  intro- 
duce the  name  of  any  member  of 
the  other.     There  were  fome  oc- 
casions,   however,    which   would 
juftify  it,    and  he    thought    the 
prefent  cafe  one  of  them.     After 
hi^h   compliments  and  praife   to 
Mr.  Fullarton,    and  iniinuating, 
that  he  had  gained  great  honour 
by  the  fpirit  with  which  he  had 
felt  and  refcnted  the  injury,  even 
fuppofing  that  he  had  crrca  in  the 
means  of  j unification  ;   he,  bow- 
ever,    recommended   to  him,    to 
treat  all  perfonal  attacks  with  in- 
difierence     and    contempts      To 
give  efficacy  to  this  advice  by  ex- 
ample,  he  informed   the  gentle- 
man in  a  friendly  manner,  of  his 
own  condud  in  fuch   fituatlons. 
Noble  lords  in  another  place,  he 
faid,  were  very  apt  to  be  perfonal, 
and   they  very   often   made    free 
with     himfelt.       Among     other 
names;    one  of  them  had  lately 
called  him  a  thing. '   The  appH^ 
lation,    however   contemptuoufly 
meant,    was    certainly  truly  ap- 
plied ;  for  he  undoubtedly  was  a 
thing.     But  the   noble  lord  had 
put  an  addition  to  it ;  he  faid  he 
was  a  thing  called  a  minifter,     A 
moment's  confideration  convinced 
him  that  this  ought  not  to  be  re- 
garded as  an  affront,    becaufc  a 
moment's  confideration  reminded 
him,  that  the  noble  lord  who  had 
dubbed  him  a  thing  culled  a  mini- 
fiery    had  not  the  fmailell  objec- 
tion   to  become   that   very  thing 
himfelf. 

This  advice  and  example,  had 
not  their  effed.  Much  altercation 
continued  ;  ftrong  words  were  ftill 
ufcd ;  and  Mr.  Fullarton  defend- 
ed himfelf  by  obfcrvin^,  that  the 
nobl^  earl  had  attacked  him  by 
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name.  He,  however,  vindicated 
his  warmth  by  informing  the 
houfe,  that  the  earl  in  queftion 
had  afTcrted,  that  he  and  his  re« 

Simei)t,  would  be  as  ready  to 
raw  their  fwords  againft  the  li- 
berties gf  their  country  as  agaf^ft 
its  foes. 

The  matter  did  not  end  there. 
In  confequence  of  a  meffage  from 
Colonel  Fullarton,  and  delivered 
by  the  Earl  of  Balcarras,  the 
Earl  of  Shelhurne,  accompanied 
by  Lord  Frederic  Cavendiih,  as 
his  fecondn  gave  them  a  meeting 
in  Hyde  Park.  The  earl  being 
wounded  by  his  antagonift's  fe- 
cond  fhot,  with  great  generofity 
of  spirit,  iired  his  own  piitol  not- 
withila^ding  in  the  air.  But 
fomcthine  being  afterwards  hinted 
Qf  a  declaration  that .  he  had  in- 
tended nothing  perfonal,  he  re- 
plied, the  affair  had  taken  ano- 
ther train,  and  that  was  no  place 
lor  explanation ;  at  the  fame  time 
telling  his  adverfary,  that  if  he 
felt  any  refentment,  he  found  him^- 
felf,  notwithftauding  his  wound, 
able  to  eo  on.  But  Mr.  Fullar- 
ton dlfdamed  the  idea,  and  hoped 
that  he  could  not  be  thought  ca- 
pa'blc  of  harbouring  fuch  a  fenti- 
ment.  —  We  are  not  fond  of 
ds^elling  on  the  circumflances  of 
ihefe  unhappy  perfonal  contefts, 
which  had  arifen  from  the  vio- 
lent and  difordercd  ftate  of  the 
times ;  further,  than  their  con- 
nexion with  parliamentary  hillo- 
ryy  renders  abfolutelyneceffary. 

March  22d..™'"?^"."''yJ''5'» 
happened     m     Hyde 

Park  early  in  the  morning,  was 

brought  forward  in  the  Houfe  c'f 

Commons,    on  the   afternoon   of 

the  fam?  diy,  bv  Sir  James  Low- 

ther.      He    obierved,    that    this 


manner  of  fightin?  duels,  in  con- 
fequence of  parliamentary  buii- 
nefs,  or  of  expreffions  dropped  in 
debate  in  either  houfe,  feesied 
growing  into  fuch  a  cuftom,  that 
it  behoved  them  to  intcrpofe  their 
authority,  before  it  acquired  the 
force  of  a  fettled  habit  5  other- 
wife,  that  there  muft  be  an  end 
of  all  freedom  of  debate,  and 
confequently  of  all  buiinefs  in 
parliament.  He  therefore  hoped, 
that  the  houfe  would  exert  itfelf 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  render 
the  two  recent  inftances  the  laft 
of  the  kind.  If  free  debate  was 
to  be  interpreted  into  perfonal 
attack,  and  queiUons  of  a  public 
nature,  which  came  before  either 
houfe,  were  to  be  decided  by  the 
fword,  the  Britifh  ♦parliament 
would  be  at  once  reduced  to  thS 
condition  of  a  polifh  diet.  In 
fuch  circumftances,  he  thought  it 
would  be  better  for  the  members 
totally  to  give  up  all  ideas  of 
parliamentary  difcuflion,  to  aban- 
don the  feoate,  and  refort  at  once 
to  the  field ;  where,  without  far- 
ther trouble,  they  might  have  rc- 
courfc  to  arms,  as  the  fole  arbiter 
of  political  difference  of  opinion. 

Mr.  Fullartoii*s  friends,  befides 
pailing  the  higheil  eulogiums  on 
that  gentleman's  characlsr,  hinted 
the  impropriety  or  indelicacy  of 
entering  at  all  into  the  matter  in 
his  abfence;  Sir  James  Lowtlicr 
replied,  that  as  it  was  the  laft 
day  of  their  fitting  before  the 
Eafter  recefs,  and  he  knew  the 
houfe  had  Hill  much  necilary  bu- 
iinefs  before  it,  he  had  no  inten- 
tion of-  proceeding  any  farther 
then  upon  the  fubjecl  ;  but  he 
confidered  the  freedom  of  debate, 
as  fo  imme4iately  involving  the 
very  ^xiftence  of  parliament,  fhat 
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he  Hiould  move,  immediately  af- 
ter the  holidays,  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  might  attend  in 
his  place,  in  order  that  the  mat- 
ter might  then  be  taken  into  con- 
fideration.  This  notice,  or  in- 
tention, not  meeting  with  appro- 
bation, and  it  being  obje^ed, 
thzt  fuch  an  order  would  convey 
fome  mark  of  cenfure  on  Mr. 
FuIIarton's  conduft  ;  Sir  James 
Lowther  concluded  by  declaring, 
that  he  was  indifferent  in  what 
manner  the  bufincfs  was  brought 
on,  but  that  he  certainly  would 
bring  it  forward,  in  fome  form  or 
other,  at  the  time  he  had  men- 
tioned; and  he  wifhed  that  the 
gentleman's  friends  who  were  now 
prefent  would  inform  him  of  his 
intention^  as  well  as  of  the  day 
which  would  be  in  future  ^xed, 
that  he  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  attending  in  his  place. 

Some  other  gentlemen  in  oppo- 
iition,  went  farther  and  more 
particularly  into  the  matter,  than 
Sir  James  Lowther.  They  con- 
tended, that  the  words  fpoken  by 
the  noble  earl,  were  in  the  ftri£left 
fcnfe  parliamentary  language. 
That  the  honourable  gentleman 
fecmed  to  have  confounded  pub- 
lic debate  with  private  converfa- 
tion.  They  drew*  the  line  of 
diftinflion  between  both.  In  the 
latter,  the  objedl  v/as  the  happi- 
nefs  and  fatisfadion  of  all  pre- 
fent; it  was  there  the  duty  of 
every  one  to  be  upon  his  guard, 
and  to  take  care,  that  he  let  no 
evpreflion  flip,  which  might  ei- 
ther give  offence  to  any  indivi- 
dual, or  diflurb  the  harmony  of 
the  whole.  In  public  debate,| 
the  cafe  was  widely  and  effentially 
difFerent.  The  very  means  and 
end  of  public  debate,   were  free 


difcuffion,  and  an  open  unrcferved 
mode  of  agitating  every  fubjc6l, 
to  which  tne  qucllion  under  de- 
bate  had  reference.  Without  that 
free  difcuflion,  the  quellidn  could 
not  be  agitated  at  all. 

A  gentleman  high  in  office, 
acknowledged  the  neceffity  of 
preferving  the  freedom  of  deoatc ; 
that  public  meafures,  and  public 
men,  were  fit  objects  of  difcuflion ; 
and  that  if  any  check  was  put  to 
the  unrefcrved  agitation  of  fuch 
topics,  parliament  would  be  of 
no  ufe,  and  mieht  as  well  be 
abolifhed.  But  now  far  it  was 
warrantable  in  the  difcuffion  of 
public  matters,  and  in  the  allu- 
fion  to  public  men,  to  throw  out 
reflexions  of  an  invidious  nature, 
and  to  treat  them  contemptuoufly, 
was  another  queftion ;  and  re- 
fpeding  which,  every  gentleman 
muft  draw  his  own  Tine,  and 
would  aft  accordingly.  He  wifh- 
ed therefore,  that  the  propofed 
enquiry  into  an  unfortunate  af- 
fair, mould  be  entirely  dropped. 
That,  and  every  other  matter 
like  it,  fliould  bcf  fuffered  to  reft 
undiflurbed,  and  be  buried  in  total 
oblivion.  He  was  happy  to  hear, 
that  both  parties  were  fafe,  and 
that  no  affair  of  the  fort,  could 
terminate  more  to  the  honour  of 
thofe  concerned.  Why  then  fhould 
they  interfere  with,  or  revive  it  ? 
No  means,  nor  no  authority,  could 
prevent  gentlemen,  who  felt,  or 
who  thought,  their  honour  injur- 
ed, from  feeking  and  obtaining 
redrefs  in  the  cullomary  mode. — 
In  talking  of  the  two  recent  af. 
fairs,  he  faid,  they  were  matters 
which  every  man  muft  lamentj^ 
but  which  no  man,  nor  no  fet  of 
men,  were  able  to  put  a  ftop  to. 
Out  of  this  great  evil,  however, 
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he  thought  fome  little  good  would 
cnfue ;  and  thzit  was,  it  would 
te^ch  gentlemen,  to  confine  them- 
fclves  within  proper  limits  j  and 
though  it  might  not,  and  he  hop- 
ed it  would  not,  abridge  the  free- 
dom of  debate,  he  hoped  it  would 
Hiake  men  fpeak  in  parliament 
with  better  manners. 

Although  he  immediately  de- 
clared that  he  intended  no  per- 
fonality,  whether  to  the  abfent  or 
prefent,  by  the  remark  which  he 
had  now  made,  and  acknowledg- 
ed his  own  faultincfs  in  that  very 
refpe«5l,  yet  it  called  up  Mr,  Fox, 
who  thought  biDifelf  glanced  at. 
He  obferved,  that  as  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  was'  apt  to 
fpeak  in  a  loofe  and  carelefs  way, 
Ke  might,  perhaps,  iiave  had  no 
particular  meaning  in  what  he 
^ad  faid;  but  that  as  the  words 
feemed  to  point  to  him,  he  was, 
however,  under  a  ncccflity  of  tak- 
ing notice  of  them.  He  had  ad- 
vanced, that,  "  he  hoped  what 
had  happened  that  morning,  and 
what  had  happened  before  of  a 
fimilar  fort,  vy^'-^uld  keep  gentle- 
men within  proper  limits,  and  at 
leall  te^^ch  them  better  manners.'* 
He  begged  for  one  to  fay,  that 
what  had  happened  to  himfclf  had 
not  taught  him  better  manners ; 
nor  fhould  it  ever  reftrain  him 
^i-'ithin  any  other  limits,  than 
thof-  which  he  had  chalked  out 
for  liimf^If.  Wiih  regard  to  the 
noble  carl,  who  had  been  con- 
cerned in  the  affair  of  that  morn- 
ing, he  did  not  believe  it  would 
teach  him  better  manners,  and 
for  thi,  rc-fon,  that  he  was  fure 
his  noble' friend  had  not  gone  be- 
yond propcf  limits  in  what  he 
had  faid.  As  a  proof  of  which, 
J^e  was   determined,    that    when 


the  new  levies  came  under  confi* 
deration,  he  would  then  cbjecl  to 
that  particular  regiment,  which 
his  noble  friend  had  objected  to-; 
and  that  on  the  very  fame  ground 
which  he  had  taken,  viz.  bccaufe 
the  perfon  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  it,  did  not  appear  to  him 
to  be  a  fit  perfon  to  hold  the  com- 
mand. 

This  affair  happening  fo  foon 
after  that  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  bein? 
attributed  to  the  fame  caufes  and 
motives,  occafioncd  uo  fmall  de- 
gree of  warmth,  both  in  language 
and  fcntiment,  without  doors. 
Both  the  noble  earl,  and  that 
gentleman,  v/erc  confidered  as 
martyrs  in  the  caufc  of  their 
country.  And  it  was  openly  faid , 
without  the  fmalleft  apporir^nce  cf 
covert  er  difguife,  that  wlien  an 
abandoned  and  malignant  admi- 
nlilration  were  .driven  to  the  lall 
and  defperate  rcfource,  of  em- 
ploying that  part  of  the  united 
kingdom,  which  was  generally 
inimical  to  the  conllitution,  and 
to  all  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people,  m  order  tq  curb  the 
freedom  of  debate  in  parliament, 
and  to  finglc  and  picK  off  thofc 
tried  fupporters  and  afTertors  c>f 
both,  who  were  neither  to  be 
bought  or  terrified,  it  was  hip^hly 
time,  and  abfolutely  necefiary, 
for  Engliflimcn  to  unite  and  aflc- 
ciate,  as  well  in  defence  of  their 
common  rights,  as  fcr  aJTrrding 
cfFcClual  protc»5lion  to  thcfe  Icrda 
and  gentlemen,  who  hazarded  all 
ihiiii^s  in  the  fervicc  of  their 
country.  The  public  addreflcs  of 
congratulation  from  the  cities  of 
I.ondon  and  Wcllminfl-er,  from 
fome  of  the  county  meetings 
v.hich  happened  near  the  time, 
an4  from  the  committees  of  aflo- 
cUiion 
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mtion  in  others,  to  the  Earl  of 
Shelburnc  upon  his  recovery,  all 
held  out  the  idea,  in  language 
more  or  lefs  forcible,  that  his  life 
had  been  endangered,  for  the 
fiithful  aad  fpirited  difcharge  of 
his  public  duty  as  a  peer  of  parlia- 
ment. Some  took  in,  hi^  oppo-  . 
fing  the  undue  in  Hue  nee  oi  the 
crown,  and  fupporting  the  inte- 
rcfts  of  hii  country  ;  and  one  coun- 
ty, at  leaft,  paft  a  vote  of  cen- 
fure,  declaring  the  late  attacks 
upon  Mr.  Fox  and  that  nobleman 
to  be  highly  reprehenfible. 

The  paft  failures  which  he  had 
fo  repeatedly  experienced,  were 
not  able  to  overcome  the  conllancy 
of  Sir  Philip  Jennings  Gierke,  or 
to  prevent  his  bringing  in  another 
contr^ftors  bill,  in  theprefentTef- 
lion.  The  prefent  ftate  of  things 
was  too  favourable  to  fuch  a  niea- 
fure,  and  the  minds  of  the  xnini- 
fters  too  much  occupied,  with  mat- 
ters ftill  more  immediately  trying 
and  critical,  to  admit  of  anyciibn- 
tial  oppolition.  To  be  beaten  in 
the  Houfc  of  Commons  a  fecond 
lime,  and  on  another  bill,  might 
be  ruinous  ;  and  the  defence  of  the 
contradors  would  have  been  fr.r 
more  difagreeable  to  molt  of  the 
court  members,  than  that  of  the 
civil  offices.  The  bill  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time  and  paiT- 
cd,  (without  a  divifion  in  any  part 
of  its  progrefs)  on  that  day,  on 
which  Col.  Fullarton  had  made 
his  ooroplaiat  in  the  fioufe  of 
Commons. 

On  the  fame  day,  (March  20th) 
thcclaufc  in  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  for 
zboliihing  the  olRces  of  trcafurer 
of  the  chamber,  treafurer  of  the 
houfiiold,  cofferer,  and  the  num- 
ber of  fubordinate  places  apper- 
taining to  them,  was  brought  for- 


ward in   the    committee.      Thi» 
brought  out   long  debates.     The 
one  ude,  feeming  to  regard  with  a 
kind  of  religious  horror,  every  ap- 
proach   towards    an    interference 
with  any  part  of  the  arranj^ements 
or  management  of  the  royal  houf- 
hold ;  which  they  reprefented,  not 
only  as  a  moft  alarr/ing  ani  dan- 
gerous innovation  in  the  conftitu- 
ticn,  but  as  a  direct  infult,  and  a 
kind  of  facrilege  with   rcfjedl  to 
the  perfoh  and  dignity  of  the  mo- 
narch.    Here  at  leaft,  faid  they,  a 
manifeft  uellruAion  prefents  itfelf 
on  the  very  principles   of  the  re- 
ferences themfclvcs.     This  is  not 
matter    of    public    arrangement. 
This  is  not  the  regulation  of  of- 
fice.    It  is  an  intrufion  into  the 
king's  own  houfhold.     It  is  break- 
ing the  fences  which  arc  refpedcd 
and  held  facrcd  even  in  private  fa- 
milies.     Thefe    officers    are    the 
king's  domeftic    fervants.      The 
ftate  has  nothing  to  do  with  them. 
The  king  indeed  is  a  public  per- 
fon ;  but  he  is  a  man  too  ;  and  if 
his  dignity  only  ferves  to   expofe 
him  to  infults  that  would  be  into- 
lerable to  a  private    pcrfon,  the 
monarch  and  the  monarchy  are  not 
only  a  pageant,  but  a  downright 
mockery ;  and  to  make  a  p«rfon  a 
king,    is  to  make   him,    not  the 
greateft,  but  the  meaneft  and  moft 
miferable  part  of  fociety.     This 
bill,    they   faid,    they  confidercd 
from  the  beginning,  as  a  fyftcina- 
tic  attack  on  the  confcitution  ;  and- 
every  pr-rt,  as  it  was  developed, 
proved  more  and  more  clearly  the 
tcnde-.icy   of  the   fchemc.      The 
queflion  was   not  therefore  on  the 
utility  of  the  employrr*cnts  ;   (on 
that  they  did  not  much  rely)  it  wa* 
on  the  power  of  taking  them  away 
— which  if  it  may  be  done  by  par- 
liament,^ 
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liament,    the  king   has  nothing,     iirft,    and  others.      That  if   the 

houfhold  could  not  be  reformed  by 
law,  no  efFedlual  part  of  the 


hardly  his  perfon,  that  he  can  call 
his  own.  On  this  head,  they  en- 
tered largely  on  the  fchemes  of  fup- 
plying  the  houfhold  by  contraft  ; 
which  they  reprobated,  as  mean, 
degrading,  and  vexatious ;  and 
compared  rather  to  the  mode  of 
feeding  of  poor  in  worUioufes  and 
hofpitals,    than  to  the  fplendour 


in- 
tended reform  coald  take  place  ; 
as  it  was  full  of  offices,  by  which 
the  influence  propofed  to  be  re- 
duced, was  chiefly  fupported.  The 
court,  iconftituted  as  it  is,  faid 
they,  is  the  very  l!rong-hold  of 
that  influence.     The  kine  is  not 


and  magnificence  of  a  great  court,     degraded  by   being  furnimed    by 


in  the  nchelt  country  In  the  world 
On  the  other  hand,  the  mover 
of  the  bill,  and  the  reft  cf  the  op- 
pofition  aficrted,  that  the  idea  of 
fuppofed  infult  and  indignity  to 
the  fovereign,  was  too  abfurd  to 
deferve  an  anfvver.  Nothing  was 
to  be  touched,  that  could  either 
afFeft  the  perfonal  fatisfa«Stion  and 
pleafure^  of  the  fovereign,  or  a- 
bridge  the  fplendour  and  magnifi- 
cence of  the  throne.  They  aflced, 
whether  our  enemy,  the  French 
monarch,  had  fufi^ercd  any  lofs  of 
reputation,  any  degree  of  degra- 
dation, either  in  the-  eyes  and 
opinion  of  his  own  fubje<fts,  or  of 
the  reft  of  Europe,  by  the  prodi- 
gious reform  which  he  had  fo 
chearfully  made  in  his  owti  houf- 
hold and  expence.  He  adopted 
that  fcheme  of  ceconomy,  in  or- 
der to  wage  a  great  and  vigorous 
war,  with  vaft  objefls  of  policy  in 
view,  againft  this  countrj',  with- 
out opprcfling  and  burthening  his 
people.  Arc  we  not  to  profit  by 
?b  immediate  and  (Iriking  an  ex- 
ample ? 

In  anfvver  to  the  houfliold  being 
the  king's  own  ;  they  faid,  that 
parliament  in  all  ages  had  confi- 
GPTcd  it  in  a  different  light,  of 
which  they  gave  many  examples, 
in  the  reigns  of  the  Edwards, 
Henries^  and  in  that  of  James  the 


contrail.  He  is  Jo  furniihcd  al- 
ready in  many  things,  though  in 
the  worft  way ;  the  late  Prince  of 
Wales,  his  majefty's  father,  was 
fo  furnifhed.  Even  now,  when 
the  court  intends  any  thing  worthy 
of  its  ftate,  it  is  fo  fupphed  ;  nor 
is  there  any  thing  more  mean,  by 
being  fupplied  at  large,  and  on 
one  great  fcale,  than  in  fmall  and 
pitiful  details ;  on  the  contrary, 
there  is  fomething  more  princely 
in  it.  With  regard  to  the  king's 
living  in  a  (late  of  dependence  on 
the  people,  the  mover  faid,  it  was 
the  very  circumftanco  of  his  dig- 
nity ;  that  which  conftituted  him 
a  king :  and,  inftead  of  a  difgrace, 
was  the  highell  honour  a  man  could 
arrive  at. 

Some,  who  wiflied  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  moderate  men,  acknow- 
ledged the  propofed  reform  to  be  a 
matter  of  iuch  ncceflity,  as  muil 
abfoiutely  be  adopted;  but  they 
did  not  approve  of  the  mode  of  pro- 
curing it.  It  was  taken,  they 
faid,  at  the  v/rong  end.  It  ihould 
come  from  the  crown,  and  not  ori- 
ginate in  parliament.  The  only 
precedents,  they  faid,  for  fuch  an 
interference,  were  to  be  found  in 
times  too  dangerous,  to  admit  of 
the  example  being  copied  ;  they 
were  only  to  be  found  i;i  the  unfor- 
tunate reigns  of  Edward  the  fe- 
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coad,  and  of  Richard  tl^e  fecond. 
This  ground  was  not,  however, 
much  occupied. 

The  billiiad  been  fe  framed, 
thatqueftions  arofc  upon  the  feve- 
ral  offices  of  the  houfliold  feve- 
nlly.  The  treafurer  of  the  cham- 
ber' flood  firfti  The  fraxner  of  the 
bill  obfcrvcd,  that  from  the  turn 
of  the  debate,  he  apprehended  this 
would  be  the  laft  procedure  on 
any  part  of  it.  In  the  treafurer  of 
the  chamber  confined  the  very  pith 
and  marrow  of  his  plan,  fo  far  as 
it  was  endeavoured  to  be  reduced 
oat  of  theory  into  praAice  *;  it  was 
the  very  firft  office  of  the  houfliold 
which  he  had  fixed  upon ;  it  led 
the  way,  and  involved  all  the  reft  ; 
and  as  the  remaining  daufes  of  his 
bill,  for  the  moft  part,  turned  up- 
on the  abolition  of  the  board  of 
ordnance,  the  board  of  works,  the 
mint,  and  other  boards  and  offices, 
which  were  arranged  under  the  de- 
nomination of  houJhold ;  he  was 
under  a  ncceffity  of  abandoning 
the  whole,  if  the  prefent  dodrine 
^aseftabliihed,  that  the  houfhold 
was  to  he  confidered  as  facred,  and 
not  to  be  touched  in  any  one  part. 
That  finding  the  obje£lions  of  ma- 
ny gentlemen  to  the  contraft  fcheme 
{extremely  weak,  as  he  conceived 
tiien,  in  rcafbn)  ftrongly  adhered 
to,  he  would,  contrary  to  his  own 
cleareft  opinion,  for  pra£ticability 
give  up  that  point ;  though  it  im- 
paired the  unity  and  conuftence  of 
his  whole  plan,  and  prevented  the 
reform  of  upwards  of  an  hundred 
cffices,  many  of  them  conlidera- 
ble,  as  well  as  fcvcr^l  other  great 
i^cvantages.  But  he  repeated,  that 
if  the  prefect  queftion  was  carried 
ajainll  him,  he  ihould  confider  his 
-ill  as  gone ;  and  concluded  by  de- 
daiing,  that  he  would  not  conii 


nue  to  keep  his  weak  and  disor- 
dered frame  and  conftitution  on 
the  torture,  by  £ghting  his  bill 
through  the  houfe,  inch  by  inch^ 
claufe  bv  claufe,  and  line  by  line  $ 
he  would  leave  it  to  the  people  to 
ga  on  with  it  as  they  liked ;  and 
they  would  judge  by  the  iffue, 
how  far  their  petitions  were  likely 
to  procure  redrefs  for  the  grievances 
.they  complained  of. 

As.  the  court  fide  wifhed  to  keep 
the  fabje(El-matter  of  the  bill  as 
long  as  poffible  in  agitation,  and 
thereby  keep  the  public  hope  and 
expe6lation  to  the  laft  in  fufpenfe, 
they  a£e£ted  greatly  to  refent  this 
declaration  ;  which  they  defcrib* 
ed  as  beine  highly  dictatorial,  and 
as  conveying  a  kind  of  menace  to 
the  committee.  They  argued, 
that  it  could  be  no  caufe  of  fur- 
prize,  that  in  a  bill,  which  took 
m  fo  great  an  extent  and  diveriity 
of  matter  as  the  prefent,  fome  oi 
the  parts  flioulJ  be  highly  except 
tioniible,  and  others  equally  laud- 
able. That  the  fame  principle 
did  not  apply  generally  to  the 
whole  of  the  prefent  bill ;  that 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  compofed 
of  a  number  of  diifercnt  parts  and 
claufes,  each  of  which  turned  up- 
on fome  feparate  and  important 
point,  and  had  each  therefore  a 
leparate  principle.  That  it  was 
not  denied,  but  that  many  of  the 
principles  were  highly  laudable, 
and  might  probably  be  adopted 
with  advantage ;  but  it  was  not 
from  thence  to  be  inferred,  that 
the  improper,  the  abfurd,  or  the 
impradlicable,  were  to  be  equally 
received  and  adopted.  It  was 
furely  then,  a  ftrange,  and  an  un- 
fair conclufion,  that  the  refufal  of 
the  prefent,  or  of  any  other  ex- 
ceptionable claufe,  was  to  be  con- 
£dered 
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iidered  as  a  rejedlion  of  the  whole 
bill. 

The  queftion  being  put,  after 
one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  the 
firft  member  of  the  claufe,  for 
aboliftiing  the  office  of  trcafurer 
of  the  chamber,  it  was  loft  upon 
a  divifion,  by,  the  now,  confidera- 
ble  majority,  of  2 1 1 ,  to  1 58.  The 
minority  upon  this  divifion,  were 
publicly  thanked  by  feveral  of  the 
county  meetings.  This  fall  of 
numbers  was  accounted  for  by  fome 
late  manceuvres  of  the  court ;  by 
which  fome  of  the  country  gen- 
tlemen who  had  ufually  adhered  to 
it,  but  who  had  on  the  popularity 
of  this  bill  gone  from  it,  now  re- 
turned ;  and  a  fecohd  change  be- 
came manifcft  in  feveral  others. 

Mr.  Burke  then  declared  his  to- 
tal indilFerence  as  to  what  became 
of  the  reft  of  the  bill.     He  was, 
however,  roufed  into  his  wonted 
aAivity  by  his  friend  Mr.  Fox,  who 
tirgcd  the    expediency  of   going 
through  with  the  bill  to  the  very 
laft  ;  bowever  little  more  they  got 
for  the  people,  than  what  they  had 
already  gained,  it  ftill   would  be 
worth  the  ftriving  for.     The  mere 
abolition  of  the  board  of  trade, 
even  if  nothing  farther  was  done, 
he  infiftcd,  was  worth  the  ftruggle ; 
for  as  he  was  determined,  and  he 
hoped  his  honourable  friend  would 
j«in  with  him,  in  renewing   the 
bill  from  feffion  to  feffion,  until  its 
purpofes  were  obtained,  fo   they 
would  have  feven  lefs  of  the  ene- 
my to  fight  againft  on  tlie  next  en- 
counter.    The  fucceeding   mem- 
bers cf  the  claufe  were  according- 
ly gone  tlirough,  and  each  receiv- 
ed a  negative  without  a  divifion. 

On  the  day  following  this  de- 
bate, the  minifter  informed  the 
buufe,  that  the  Eaft  India  com- 


pany not  having  made  fuch  propo- 
fals  for  the  renewal  of  their  char- 
ter, as  he  had  deemed  fatisfaftory, 
he    ftiould    accordingly  move  the 
houfe,  for  tl\c  fpeaker  to  give  dnem 
the  three  years  notice  ordained  by 
aft  of  parliament,  previous  to  the 
diflblution  of  their  charter,  that 
the    capital    ftock    or    debt,    of 
4,200,0001.    which     the    public 
owed  to  the  company,  fliould  be 
fully  paid,    on  the  5th  of  April 
1783,  agreeable  to  (he  power  of  re- 
demption inclidsd  in  the  faid  a6l. 
Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Burke,  op- 
pofed  the  meafure  with  wonderful 
fervour  and  animation.     The  firft 
aiked  the  minifter,  whether  he  was 
not  content  with  having  loft  Ame- 
rica ?  Or  was  he  determined,  be- 
fore he  quitted  his  prefent  Situa- 
tion, to  reduce  the  Britifti  empire 
to  the  confines  of  this  ifland?  Could 
he  point  out  a  ftngle  good,  which 
his  motion  was  capable  of  produc- 
ing ?  Was  he  blind  and  infenfible 
to  the  evil  and  danger  with  which 
it  was  fraught  ?  Why  iffue  an  im- 
potent threat,  which  he  neither  in- 
tended, nor  was  capable  of  carry- 
ing into  execution  ?  It  was  ridicu- 
lous, it  was  dangerous  to  threaten, 
when  men  dared   not  to  perform 
what  they   threatened.      Did  he 
wifli  to  behold  the  fcenes  of  anar- 
chy, confufion,  diftrefs  and  ruin, 
which  his  idle  threat  might  proba- 
bly produce  in  the  company's  af- 
fairs and  pofTeiTions  in  India?  Did 
he  think  that  houfe,  would  at  this 
time  of  day,  under  the  immediate 
prefTure  and  bitter  experience  of 
paft  raflinefs  and  mifconduft,  wan- 
tonly hazard  the  ample  revenues, 
therefources  of  power  and  wealth, 
which  this  country  derived,  from 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  Eaft 
India  compaay  ?     Suppoling  even 
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that  the  noble  lord  was  capable  of 
co/rying  his  threat  into  execution, 
and  really  intended  it,  was  he  ig- 
norant of  the  heavy  lofs  which  the 
nation  mufl  fuftain,  in  the  mere 
article  of  paying  off  the  capital, 
in  the  prelent  flate  ot  the  funds  ? 
Did  he  not  know,  that  although 
the  4,200,000 1.  carried  only  three 
percent,  yet  that  he  mull  pay  it  at 
par  ?  and  that  the  three  per  cents 
being  down  at  fixty  in  the  market, 
the  public  maft  neceffarily  lofe  a 
clear  forty  per  cent,  on  every  hun- 
dred pound  they  paid  off?   If  a 
new  company  was  the  obje6l  of  his 
fpeculation,  did  he  not  know  that 
the  trade  mud  then  be  open  ?  that 
he  was  difabled  by  law  from  ren- 
dering it  excluiive?  and  that  the 
prefent  company  would  ftill  retain 
their  poffcffions,  flrong- holds,  and 
fo  many  other  of  their  prefent  fu- 
pcrior  powers  and  advantages  in 
the  country,  aa  muft  fpcedily  ruin 
the  new  adventurers,  if  any  could 
be  found  mad  enough  to  become 
fuch. 

Mr.  Burke  fecmed  unable  to  find 
words,  to  fill  up  the  reprobation 
which  he  wi(hed  to  beflow  on  the 
propofal.  He  faid  it  was  more 
worthy  of  revellers  intoxicated  by 
liquor,  than  of  Jftatcfmen  in  a  fo- 
ber  fcnate.  He  rejeded  the  nar- 
row idea  of  bargaining  with  the 
Ea!l  India  company,  as  if  we  were 
treating  with  an  enemy ;  and  up- 
on the  wretched  principle,  that 
whatever  was  not  fqueezed  out  in 
the  bargain,  was  to  be  confidered 
as  fo  much  loft.  He  threw  the  fpe- 
culation of  a  new  company  into 
every  point  of  ridicule.  He  was 
furc  the  minifter  never  fcrioufly  in- 
tended it.  The  thing  could  not 
be,  as  every  man  of  bufinefs,  and 
acquainted  with  our  affairs,  moA 


know  and  feel.     He  declared,  that 
if  it  were  poffible  to  adopt  it,  it 
would  turn  out  a  new  Miiiliiippl 
fcheme  ;  and  that  it  was  worthy 
only,  of  fuch  an  unprincipled,  a- 
bandoncd,     bubble  projedor    as 
Law.  He  did  not  doubt  but  in  this 
country,  there  would  be  found  men 
weak  and  mad  enough  to  bite  at 
fuch   a  bubble;    but  he  afferted^ 
that  it  would  burfiwith  utter  ruin 
to  the  adrenturers.     He  reminded 
the  houfe,  that  they  had  loft  thir- 
teen colonies,  by  the  rapacity  of 
the  minifter,  in   endeavouring  to 
obtain  a  great  revenue  from  Ame- 
*rica ;  and  he  warned  them  not  to 
throw  the  Eaft  after  the  Weft,  by 
being  again  led  into  another  reve- 
nue chace.    That  this  would  prove 
as  idle  as  the  former ;  for  that  no 
money,  at  leaft  no  immediate  fup- 
ply,  could  be  derived  from  thof^r 
territorial  poffeffions  j  which  were 
a  conftant  bait  to  the  avarice  of  the 
court,  and  perhaps  of  the  public. 
The  minifter  denied   that    h]3 
motion  was  a  thteat  or  a  menace- 
It  was  meant  merely  as  putting  in 
a  legal  claim  in  behalf  of  the  pub- 
Tic,  to    the  reverfion  of  a    right 
which  undoubtedly    belonged   ta 
them;    and  at   that    moment   of 
time,  when  it   was  efpecially  ne- 
ceffary  that  the  claim  fhould  b?  for- 
mally made.     Gentlemen  did  not 
feem  to  recollect,  that  by  the  lapfe 
only  of  a  few  days,  with  refpedl 
to  the  notice,  the  company  would 
neceffarily  gain,    and  the  public 
unavoidably  lofe,  a  year's  pofief- 
fion  of  thofe  advantages,    v/liich^ 
by  the  ftipulations  of  the  law  th.it 
founded  the  agreement,    were  to 
revert  to  the  latter  at  the  conclu- 
fion  of  three  yeaes ;  leaving  it  ia 
the  option  of  the  public,  on  re- 
ceiving   propor  fatisfadion  from 
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the  company,  to  grant,  by  a  new 
charter,  a  renewal  of  their  leafe. 
This  was  all  that  the  motion  tend- 
ed to.  It  precluded  no  propoC- 
tions  which  might  hereafter  be 
made  by  the  company,  nor  it  laid 
no  rellrainton  parliament  from  ac- 
cepting of  any  which  it  apj^roVcd. 
It  merely  went  to  prevent  a  year  of 
the  public  right  to  the  revcrfion  of 
t  le  company's  trade  from  flipping 
away  without  any  compenfation. 

In  anfwcr  to  thofe  gentlemen  on 
the  other  fide,  who  faid  that  the 
company  would  laugh  at  the  no- 
tice, "bee  aufe  they  muil  know  that 
it  could  not  be  fcrioufly  intended  ; 
hefhould  in  the  firft  place  obferve, 
that  it  would  be  the  Eaft  India 
company's  own  fault,  if  the  no- 
tice was  carried  into  execution. 
Buthe  would  not  have  thefe  gen- 
tlemen carry  away  the  idea,  that 
if  the  prefent  company  broke  up 
and  divided  their  ftock,  the  pub. 
lie  wouK^  as  a  necefiary  confe- 
caence,  lofc  the  revenues  arifing 
from  the  trade,  or  from  the  terri- 
torial acquiHtions  in  India.  He 
ti-ufted  .there  were  means  of  fecur- 
ing  both  the  one  and  the  other. 
He  did  not  wi(h  to  break  with  the 
prefent  company ;  he  di '  not  de- 
fire  to  drive  them  to  a  diiTolution  ; 
but  the  company  ought  not  to  ima- 
gine that  the  public  lay  at  their 
mercy.  The  public  had  a  right  to 
look  for  great  refources  from  the 
company,  and  from  the  territorial 
acquifitions  in  India.  The  com- 
pany, as  it  was  now  cftablifhed, 
he  acknowledged,  was  the  bel! 
medium  of  drawing  home  the  re- 
venues from  the  Indies ;  but  if  the 
company  were  fo  unrcnfonable  arid 
fo  thoughtlcfij,  as  not  to  come  to  a 
fair  bargain  with  the  public  J  a 
new  company  might"  be  foriucd. 


and  fuch  meafurcs  stdopted,  zi 
would  prevent  ot  remedy  the  evils 
threatened  to  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Burke  having  moved  the 
previous  quedioli  on  the  minifter's 
motion,  it  Was  rejefted  on  a  divi- 
fion,  by  a  majority  of  142,  to  68. 
The  main  queftionbdng  then  put, 
for  the  fpcakcr  to  give  notice  to 
the  Eaft  Indil  cortipany,  of  the 
payment  in  three  years  of  fheir  ca- 
pital ftock,  it  was  carried  without 
a  divifion. 

On  the  laft  day  of  fitting  before 
the  recefs,  upon  bringing  up  the 
report  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  of  the  new  and  very 
heavy  taxes,  which  were  thento  be 
laid  on,  a  faint,  and  perhaps  ill- 
judged  attempt,  was  made  by  a 
few  gentlemen  in  oppofition,  to 
defer  receiving  the  report,  until 
the  petitions  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land  were  heard,  and  their  griev- 
ances rcdrefted.  A  motion  was 
accordingly  framed,  for  poftpon- 
ing  the  report,  until  the  7th  of 
April ;  and  notwithftanding  the 
apjpearance  of  thehoufe^  and  other 
infallible  indications  of  the  event, 
was  unaccountably  pufhed  to  a  di- 
vifion ;  when  it  was  rejefted  by  a 
majority  of  145,  to  37. 

During  thefe  fcenes  of  conti- 
nued and  doubtful  warfare  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  fome  tacit 
ceffationof  hoftility  feemed  to  pre- 
vail in  that  of  the  Lords ;  the  on- 
ly public  quefti.m  tliatwas  hrougjit 
forward,  beir-g  a  motion  of  the 
Er.rl  of  SfEngham,  on  the  10th  of 
March,  for  a  liil  of  all  places,  pcn- 
flons,  and  employments,  v/heiher 
for  a  term  of  years,  for  Tifs:,  dur- 
ing pleafure,  or  good  behaviour, 
held  by  the  members  of  that  houfe. 
It  would  not  have  beea  eafy  to 
have  found  any  new  ground  of  de- 
bate 
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bate  upon  this  fubjeft.     Much  of  condudl  of  any  of  its  noble  mem- 

the  ground  taken'  upon  a   former  bers.     And  arguments  fimilr.r  to 

motion  of  the  Eaa!  ot  ShelburncVs,  ihofc  which  we  have  a'rcady  fccn, 

which  excluded    lords  who  held  were  ufed  on  the  other  fide,  to  Ihew 

places  or  pcnfions  under  govern-  the  futility  or  abfuraity   of  that 

ment,  frotn fitting  in  the  propofed  idea.     In  the  courfe  of  the  debate, 

commicrce  of  iiccounts,  was  now  fome  flri^flures  wliich  were  paflcd 

trodJen  again  b)^  both  parties.  The  on  the  conftitutioii  of  the  Scotch 

fiiin?injarioas  ccnfurewasnowfaid  peerage,  excited   foirfe  dogree  of 

to  be  thrown  upon  the  honour  of  warmth  ;  nor  did  even   the   riglit 

the  houfc  by  the  prefent  motion,  reverend  b^nch  of    bifhops,  pafs 

which  had  been  befoi-e  charged  CO  entirely    fcot-frce. — The   n-iotion 

the   former,    in    fuppofing    that  wasrcjcfted  upon  a  divifion,  by  a 

places,  pennons,  or  emoluments,  majority  of  51  to  24. 
could  pcffihly  influence  the  public 

CHAP.      VIIL 

Army  efiimates.  Debates  en  th§  fuhj$3  of  the  new  corps,  DMJtonm 
^uefiion  carried,  Conjideration  of  the  petitions.  Great  debates  in  the 
ccmmittee.  Part  taken  by  the  Speaker,  Amendment  to  the  motion^  pro^ 
fofed  and  agreed  to.  Mr^  Dunning* s  amended  motion ^  carried y  upon 
a  di'oifion^  in  a  'very  full  houfe.  Second  motion,  agreed  to.  Third 
motion,  by  Mr.  T.  Pitt,  agreed  to.  Honfe  refumed.  Mr.  Fox's  mo- 
tion, for  immediately  recei'ving  the  report  from  the  committee,  cppofcd, 
hut  carried.  Refolutions,  reported,  recei^ved,  and  confirmed  by  the  Houfe. 
Mr.  Dunning  s  motion  (on  a  following  day)  in  the  commit  tec,  for  fee  ur- 
ing  the  independence  of  parliament,  agreed  to.  Second  motion y  for  dif 
qualifying  perfons  holding  certain  offices,  from  fitting  in  that  hcufe,  car^ 
riedy  upon  a  divijfon,  by  a  majority  oftiuo  only.  Mr.  Cre^jue's  bill,  ftr 
excluding  re^venue  officers  from  voting  on  the  ele£2ion  of  members  of  par ^ 
liament,  reyeSed,  on  a  di*vifeon.  Great  debates  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords ^ 
upon  thefecond  reading  of  the  contraQors  bill.  The  bill  reje^ed,  upon  a 
di^ifioUf  by  a  confiderable  majority.  Protefi.  Confequences  of  the 
Speaker* 5  iflnefs,  Poftponed  motion  of  Mr.  Dunning* s,  for  an  addrcfs,  i9 
prevent  dijfolving  the  parliament,  or  proroguing  the  prefentfejfion,  until 
proper  meafures  jhotdd  be  taken  for  correiling  the  e-t'ils  complained  of  in 
the  petitions  of  the  people,  brings  out  long  debates  ;  'but  is  rejciled  by  a 
confiderable  enajority,  tn  an  exceedingly  full  houfe.  Diforder  upon 
Mr.  Fox's  rifing  to  fpeaJt,  after  the  dii^ifion.  Nature  of  his  fpccch. 
Reply,  by  the  minifter.  Great  debates  upon  the  claufe  in  Mr.  Burke* s 
tfiabliflymer.t  bill,  for  abolijhing  the  office  of  the  Great  Wardrobe,  He. 
Claufe  rejeBed  ttpon  a  divifion.  Succeeding  claufe,  for  aboUfijing  the 
Beard  of  Works,  rcjeded  upon  a  di^jfjion.  Debates  upon  the  minifter'' s 
bill  for  a  commijfion  of  accounts.  Clofe  divifion  ufon  a  quefticn  in  tbe 
committee.  Bill  at  length  paffed.  Debates  on  Colonel  Barrels  motions, 
relative  to  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army.  Fir  ft  motion  rcjciicd,  itpcn  a 
di'Vifiom,  by  a  great  majority.     Succeeding  refolutioru  rejeiUd,     General 
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■  Ccrrway^s  hill,  for  reftoring  peace  ^Mtth  America^  diffajed  of,  «poft  d 
di*vifiony  hy  a  motion  for  the  order  of  the  day*,  Motion  tending  to  an  en- 
quiry,  into  any  requtjition  made  by  the  ci*vil  magiftrate,  for  the  attend^ 
once  of  the  military.,  upon  the  late  meeting  of  the  eUiiors  of  Weftnunfien 
Variotu  claufes  of  Air,  £  urge's  eftahlijhment  bill,  reje^ed,  upon,  or  ivith- 
cut  dinjifions.  Recorder  of  London  s  motion  in  behalf  of  the  petitioners^ 
rfjcSed  upon  a  dfvifion,  Mr,  Dunning* s  motion,  in  the  committee  of  the 
Hvhole  boufe  on  the  confideration  of  the  petitions-,  for  reporting  their 
vwn  t<ivo  refolutions  of  the  loth  of  April,  Jet  afide,  hy  a  motion  for 
the  chairman  to  quit  the  chair,  luhich  ivas  carried  upon  a  di*viJion* 
Meeting  of  the  Proteftant  c^fociation  in  St*  George* s  Fields,  Suh- 
fequent  riots,  mif chiefs^  and  conflagrations ,  Refolutions,  conduS,  and  ad ^ 
jeurnment  of  both  houfes.  Lord  George  Gordon  committed  to  the  To^wer, 
Speech  from  the  throne,  on  the  meeting  of  parliament  after  the  late  dif* 
orders,  Addrejfes*  R^olut ions  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  quieting 
the  minds  of  ivell  meaning,  but  ill-informed  perfons.  Bill  paffes  the 
Hottfe  of  Commons,  for  thefecurity  of  the  Proteftant  religion.  Is  laid  by 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,     Speech  from  the  throne.     Prorogation, 


A  -.-1  *.i.  /^  N  the  fecond  day 
April  5th.  (J  after  the  recef5. 
the  army  cflimates  being  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
a  motion  made  for  their  reference 
to  a  committee,  much  warm  de- 
bate, as  had  been  cxpedlcd,  and 
in  fome  degree  announced,  arofe 
upon  the  fuDJeft  of  the  new  levies, 
and  of  the  innovations  with  re- 
lpe£l  to  rank  and  promotion, 
which  were  charged  by  the  oppo- 
fition  to  have  taken  place  in  the 
army. 

sir  Philip  Jennings  Gierke,  firft 
brought  forward  the  bufinefs  of 
the  Cinque  Ports  regiment,  which 
the  miniller,  as  ^^ord  Warden  of 
thofe  ports,  had  raifed,  in  a  great 
meafure,  if  not  entirely,  at  his  own 
expcnce  ;  and  to  the  command  of 
which  his  fon,  who  had  not  be- 
fore held  any  military  command, 
was  appointed.  This  regiment 
was  cov.^rcd,  as  well  by  the  cir- 
cumftanccs  which  attended  its  be- 
ing raifed,  as  by  the  declaration 
of  Colonel  North  himfeif,  in  his 
place,  and  in  bis  firil  parliamcik- 


tary  fpeech,  (a  circumftance  which 
always  draws  a  particular  degree 
of  complacency  and  attention  irom 
the  houfe)  that  he  neither  receiv- 
ed any  pay,  nor  was  entitled  to 
any  future  rank,  fo  that  the  trou- 
ble and  expcnce,  along  with  the: 
honour  and  pleafure  of  ferving  his 
country  in  a  time  of  difnculty  and 
daigcT,  was  all  that  he  could  pof- 
fibly  derive  from  the  command. 
But.  what  panic uiariy  faved  tfiis 
corps  and  appointment  from  farther 
animadvcrlion,  was,  its  being  ftat-» 
ed  by  the  miniiler  himfeif,  to  be 
only  a  regiment  of  what  is  called 
fencihle  men  5  a  term  before  un- 
known in  the  military  affairs  of 
England,  but  v,liich  is  applied  ink 
Scotland  to  a  fpccics  of  militia, 
(particularly  the  loyal  clans  of 
Argylelhirc,  who  were  original- 
ly retained  by  government  as  a 
check  upon  their  difaifcfted  ilcigh- 
bours)  whofe  terms  of  cnliftment 
extend  no  farther  than  to  the  im- 
mediate defence  of  their  country. 

But  the  debate  was  kept  up  af- 
terwards,   v/itli   refped  to  otlier 
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Ae^  raiied  corps,   and  with   no 
comman  degree  of  animation  and 
fpirit,   by  cite  principal  men   in 
oppo£tion.    Difclaimin^  in  flrong 
terms  all  national  preju£ces«  they 
readily  acknowledged^  that  Scot- 
land produced  as  brave  and   as 
able  officers  as  any  in  the  world ; 
but  whilil   this  was    freely   and 
chearfally  admitted,    they   ab^- 
lutely  denied,  and  faid  it  did  not 
admit  of  a  qaellion,    that  either 
thar,  or  any  other  country  in  the 
univerfe,  had  ever  exceeded  Eng- 
land in  the   prpdadion  of   fuch 
mea.  But  they  abhorred  all  odions 
comparative  difcafBonsof  the  me- 
rits of  the  brave.     Their  objed, 
they  faid,    was   ftrongly  to   con-  ' 
-  dema   that  illiberal,    unconftitu- 
tional,  and  dangerous  partiality, 
fticwn  by  the  prefent  minilters,  to 
one  part  of  the  united  kingdom, 
in  prejudice  to  the  other.     This, 
they  aEerted,    was   carried  to  a 
pitch  of  enormity,    unparalleled 
in  the  hjftory  of  any  other  coun- 
try, excepting  rfiat  of  a  conquer- 
red  and  fufpedted  people.     It  was 
likewife  the  more  particularly  dan- 
gerous, they  faid,  as  the  natives  of 
that  country,    being  debarred  by 
their  o«n  peculiar  conftitution  of 
manyof  thofe  rights  and  immuni- 
ties at  home,  which  were  inherent 
to  Englifhmen,  were  not  only  dif- 
pofed  to  make  light  of  privileges 
of  which  they  knew  not  the  va- 
lue, bat  were  likewife  apt,  and 
nAtnrally  enough,  to  regard  them 
with  rather  a  jealous  and  malig- 
nant eye.     And  it  was  bcfidcs  a 
raaiter  of  fuch  public  notoriety, 
i^  conld  not  efcape  the  notice  oJF 
the  moft  heedlefs  obferver,   that 
the  natives  of  that  country  had, 
*'ith  very  few  exceptions  indeed, 
^en  violently  attached  d^ng  the 
Vol.  XXill. 


prefent  r^ign,  to  the  fupport  of 
every  meaiore  of  the  court   and 
miniilers,  however  dangerous  in 
their  nature,  defperate  in  their  de- 
itgn,  or  ruinous  in  theii;  tendency* 
Could  any   thing  then   be  more 
alarming  to  the  people  of    this 
country,   than  to  fee   the  fword 
placed   almoft  excluHvely  in  the 
hands  of  men,  who  were. avowed- 
ly fo  inimical  to  their  conilitu- 
tiohal  rights,    and  public  liber- 
ties? It  was  likewife,  in  a  nar- 
rower  view  of  the  queftion,    the 
more  unreaionable   in    the  prac- 
tice,- and  the  more  pernicious  in 
the  pffeft,  as  it  was  peculiarly  cha- 
raderiftic,  they  faid,  of  the  natives 
of  ihat  part  of  the  united  king- 
dom, to  be  more  fubjcc'ted  to  local 
attachments,   and  to  violent  na- 
tional, and  other  prejudices,  than 
perhaps   any  other    people   upon 
the  face  of  the  earth  ;  infomucii, 
that  it  was  a  fadl  known  to  all 
military  men,   that    no    EngHfli 
officer  could  live  in  any  regiment 
the  majority  of  which  was  Scotch ; 
whereas,    on  the  other  hand,  no 
Scotch  gentleman  ever  found  any 
difficulty,  or  felt  the  fmallefl  un- 
eafmefs,  in  living  in  a  regiment, 
moaly,  or  almoit  wholly  Engliih. 

They  entered  into  a  recital  of 
fads,  to  fupport  the;  charge  of  an- 
unjuft  partiality  in  point  of  mili- 
tary promotion.  How;ever  iavU 
dious  this  taik  might  appear,  they 
felt  it  their  duty,  they  faid,  with  . 
out  the  fmalleft  degree  of  pergonal 
prejudice,  to  ilate  the  fadts  to  the 
houfe.  Our  firll  nobility,  Eng- 
liih  gentlemen  Of  the  moft  an- 
tient  and  illuflrious  families;  fa- 
milies particularly 'attached  to  the 
conftitution,  and  to  revolution 
principles ;  and  whofe  own  pof. 
feflions  rendered  them  deeply  in- 
*[Z]  tereiled 
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tereftisd  in  the  fecnrity  and  pro- 
fyerity  of  their  country ;  were  re- 
fiifed  the  favour  of  raifing  regi- 
ments for  its  defence,  upon  uie 
fame  terms  which  were  accepted 
from  unknown  men  ;  from  clerks 
in  oiRce,  and  commit.  Among 
other  names  brought  forward  as 
in  fiances  upon  this  charge,  were 
thofe  of  the  Earl  of  Derby,  and 
of  his  brother  the  late  Major 
Stanley.  What  rewards,  they 
aiked,  had  fuch  dillinguiihed  offi- 
cers as  the  Colonels  ^eadowes  and 
Mufgrave  received,  for  their  emi- 
nent fcrvices?  None  other,  than 
Wounds,  and  confiiiutions  broken 
and  ruined,  in  climates  unfavour- 
able to  the  human  fpecies!  Was 
either  of  them  offered  a  new  regi- 
ment? Or  would  cither  of  them 
have  declined  the  offer?  The  Earl 
of  Harrington,  who  had  dedicat- 
ed his  life  and  fortune  to  the  fer-. 
vice  of  his  country,  and  who  haa 
painfully  Ctarned  in  the  field  every 
ftep  of  his  rank,  was  now  fent  to 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  deftined  to 
obey  the  commands  of  a  man,  who 
was  the  other  day  a  half- pay  fu- 
baltcrn.  Would  that  nobleman, 
or  would  his  brother.  Major  Stan- 
hope, have  refufed  to  raife  regi- 
ment?, on  the  conditions  which 
were  annexed  with  them  to  men 
who  had  never  fecn  any  fervicc  ? 
On  the  contrary;  Major  Stanhope 
had  made  the  propofal,  and  was 
reje^cd  ;  he  p.Ik>  had  a  particular 
natural  intereft  in  the  county  of 
Derby,  which  now  affords  the 
head  quarters  for  the  enilfting  and 
forming  of  a  regiment,  by  a  man 
whofe  name  was  never  before  heard 
of  in  the  county.  For,  theyfaid, 
to  render  the  farce  more  truly  ri- 
diculous on  the  fide  of  minifters, 
or  as  if  they  meant  to  burlefque 


every  rule  of  military  order  and 
decorum,  as  well  as  every  idea  of 
general  propriety,  thefe  new  men 
were  allowed,  to  the  ruin  of  the 
recruiting  fervice,  to  raife  theif 
regiments  in  the  heart  of  Eng- 
land ;  inftead  of  their  being  fent 
on  that  bnfmefs,  as  was  naturally 
to  be  expeftod,  to  the  part  of  the 
united  kingdom,  where  their  in- 
terefts  and  connexions  might  be 
fuppofed  to  lie*  So  that,  by  this 
new  and  nnparalleled  manage- 
ment, they  were,  in  fa£l,  Englifh 
regiments  totally  commanded  by 
Scotch  officers ;  as  if  this  country 
had  not  produced  iien,  who  were 
oaaliiied  for  the  condud  of  its  own 
rorces* 

They  did  not  wiih,  they  faid, 
to  reftrain  the  gentlemen  of  that 
country  from  tneur  full  fhare  of 
.  military  rank  and  command ;  they 
even  threw  no  perfonal  blame  on 
thofe  who  were  gratified  with 
more.  Their  obje£i  of  reproba- 
tion was,  the  undue  prejkrence 
given  by  minifters,  to  one  part  of 
the  united  kingdom  in  prejudice 
to  the  other.  They  detefted  all 
partiality.  They  would  equally 
oppofe  and  condemn,  a  fouthern 
as  a, northern,  an  Englifh  or  Irifh, 
as  a  Scotch  partiality.  The  thing 
was  in  itfelf  odious,  wherever  it 
was  found,  or  however  applied* 
In  the  prefent  date  of  public  af- 
fairs, it  was  highly  dangerous, 
and  might  be  fatal.  They  wiflied, 
and  our  iituation  moft  urgently 
demanded,  that  the  three  Idng'^ 
doms  fhould  be  a^uated  by  one 
heart,  and  their  force  concentrat- 
ed in  one  common  arm.  Bnt  this 
could  never  be  obtained  or  hoped 
.for,  whilft  government  itfelf  was 
the  fower  of  difcord  and  diffen- 
tion,   by  the  partial  and   unjuft 
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4iftnl>i]tion  of  thofe  favonr$i  with 
the  diffofsd  of  which/  for  pur- 
pohs  widely  different^  it  had  been 
entrafted  by  th^  conftitution. 

The  nature  of  the  fubje^  con- 
fined the  debate  on  the  other  Me, 
in  a  great  degree^  to  a  general 
denial  of  the  alledged  partiality, 
and  to  a  qaalification  or  juftiiica- 
tion  of  the  particular  articles  of 
charge*  I'he  fecretary  at  war 
contended^  that  various  noble- 
jneii  and  others,  who  had  never 
been  in  iervicebeforey  had  raifed 
regiments  in  the  la^  War>  and 
had  been  appointed  to  their  coni- 
mand.  Being  called  upoil  to  fptf- 
cify,  he  particolarly  mentioned 
General  Frazef^  arid  Gen.  Mor. 
tis.  He  produced  a  long  liil  of 
promotiotts  in  order  to  jQiew,  that 
the  chafge  of  partiality  in  favour 
of  Scotch  officers  was  unfounded. 
In  regard  to  Colonel  FuUarton, 
(whole  corps  formed  the  gr^at  ob- 
jed4>f  contention)  aftel-  paffiii^  the 
hi^eft  encomiums*  on  the  private 
character,  and  public  fpirit  of  that 
gentleman,  and  particularly  ap^ 
planding  the  liberality  of  his  offer 
to  government^  he  contended, 
that  when  gentlemen  of  a^ive 
minds,  and  of  enterprizing  {pi- 
nts, mad^  a  tender  ot  their  abili- 
ties, and  direfled  them  to  parti- 
cular Services  of  the  fil-ft  import- 
ance, it  would  be  indefenfible  in 
government  to  have  refufed  their 
offers ;  and  more  efpecially  fo. 
When  thfe  conditions  on  which 
they  tendered  their  regiments, 
were  much  cheaper  to  the  public 
than  thofe  of  others. 

The  noble  American  Secretary 
took  the  fame  ground,  and  fpoke 
in  the  highefl  terms  of  Colonel 
Fullarton's  condud  and  charadler. 
He  iaid,  that  he  had  been  a^uat- 


ed  merely  by  pure  fpirit  and  zeal 
on  this  occaiion ;  as,  to  his  know^ 
ledge,  he  had  given  up  a  macH 
more  lucrative  employment,  in 
order  to  feire  his  country  in  this 
arduous  arid  Critical  itidment^ 
No  infill t  or  injury  had  been  of- 
fered to  the  fervice  by  accepting  of 
his  offer  to  raife  a  regiment.  It 
was  wanted  for  a  fpedal  J>urpoib 
6ii  a  iudden ;  a  vary  gallant  and 
advantageous  offer  was  made^  axid 
at  that  time  there  were  nd  other 
offers,  fb  that  Other  men  could 
not  be  jpi^ferredi  Hints  Werd 
alfo  thrown  OUt,  that  fomd  Jparti* 
culars  had  coihe  to  his  knowledge, 
which  ought  to  give  him  k  pre*- 
ference  in  thd  fchrkc,  to  which 
h^  was  particularly  defUned« 

A  general  of6ceo  on  th^  othel^ 
fide,  obferved,  that  the  appoint* 
merit  of  Lieilt.  Gen^  Fraiser  to  a 
high  command  in  the  lail  war,  wa» 
not  a  military,  btit  a  political 
nieafure.  That  the  idea  was  a 
very  wife  one ;  and  the  effed  df 
the  meafnre  equalled  thtf  wifdom 
of  the  defign.  It  was  intended 
to  wear  away  the  invdtcfate  pre- 
judices, which  feveral  of  th'tt 
northern  clans  of  Scotland  had 
entertained  agairiff  government ; 
and  it  not  only  efFedually  rooted 
out  thofe  antierit  animofities,  but 
It  converted  the  moft  difaifedled 
and  dangerous  of  thofe  people, 
into  excellent  regiments  oi  hardy 
foldiers,  who  in  (lead  of  being  in- 
ternal enemies,  fought  bravely  in 
our  fervice  abroad. 

Another  general  officcf,  of  high 
military  rank  and  reputation; 
who  has  not  been  engaged  in  any 
a£live  fervice  during  tlie  prefect 
war,  and  who  once  filled  a  very 
high  civil  department  of  the  ftate, 
declared,  that  he  ihould  not  oppofc^ 
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the  cflimate  in  thegrofs,  as  he  had 
no  objeftion  to  fome  of  the  new 
corps:  but  he  muft  oppofe  that 
particular  corps,  the  command  of 
which  was  given  to  a  gentleman, 
who  had  no  military  (kill,  and  no 
military  rank.  For  though  he 
highly  efteemed  the  private  cha- 
rafter  of  Mr.  Fullarton,  he  muft 
think  it  an  injury  to  the  army  that 
he  fiiould  have  the' command  of  a 
.regular  regiment,  when  there  were 
fo  many  veteran  majors,  who  had 
the  joint  pretcnfions,  of  wounds, 
experience,  and  fervice,  to  plead 
for  preference.  The  military  gen- 
tlemen on  that  fide,  (  who  were 
thofe  only  that  fpoke  at  all  upon 
the  fubjedl)  obferved  in  general, 
that  It  muft  be  a  ftrange  objedb  of 
cnterprize,  which  a  regiment  of 
raw  recruits,  headed  by  a  leader 
totally  inexperienced  in  martial 
matters,  were  deemed  the  fitteft 
inftrumcnts  for  darrylng  through 
•  with  efFedl. 

The  reafon  given  by  the  fecre- 
tary  at  war  for  the  appointment  of 
the  new  colonel,  viz.  his  a6live 
and  enterprizing  fpirit,  was  re- 
probated on  the  other  fide  in  ra- 
ther fevere  terms.  It  was  faid  to 
be  a  diredl  libel  on  the  whole  Bri- 
ti(h  army ;  it  was  no  lefs  than  fay- 
ing, that  the  men,  who  at  prefent 
compofcd  the  army,  were  defi- 
cient in  thofe  qualities  of  enter 
prize  and  fpirit ;  and  were  accord- 
ingly incapable  through  that  de- 
fcS,  notwithftanding  their  mili- 
tary (kill  and  experience,  of  lin- 
dertaking  the  particular  fervice  for 
which  that  gentleman  was  ^e^-;^ 
tined  and  qualified. — It  was  like- 
wife  replied  to  the  American  fe- 
crctary,  that  it  was  fiiigular  he 
fhould  rife  in  vindication  of  a  gen- 
tleman  who    had    not    been  at- 


tacked, and  fay  nothing  in  de- 
fence of  minifters,  againft  whom 
the  whole  ftrength  of  the  de- 
'bate  had  gone. The  reafon,  in- 
deed, he  gave  for  the  appointment 
was,  they  faid,  curious.  No  other 
offers,  he  faid,  were  then  made — 
was  that  a  reafon  for  accepting 
this  ?  No  other  offers  for  that  par- 
ticular provifion  could  be  made,  as 
the  nature  of  the  fcr\'ice  was  only 
known  to  the  gentleman  in  queu 
tion. 

The  queftion  before  the  com- 
mittee, was,  whether  the  fnms 
allotted  in  the  eftimatcs  for  the 
raifing  and  fupport  of  tlic  new 
corps  fhould  be  agreed  to.  The 
queftion  being  reipeftively  put  on 
Col.  Holroyd's  dragoons,  and 
Col.  Humberftone's  corps,  was 
agreed  to  without  a  divifion.  But 
with  refpeifl  to  Col.  Fullarton's 
corps,  the  committee  divided, 
when  the  queftion  was  carried  for 
granting  the  fum  propofed  in  the 
eftimate,  by  a  majority  of  102 
to  66. 

But  the  fucceeding  .  .,  ,.r 
day,  was  to  diftinguiih  ^P"*  ^"*- 
the  prefent  fefiion  from  every  other 
fince  the  revolution ;  and  was 
likewife  to  lay  the  ground  for 
tlicfe  fubfcquent  events,  which 
brought  out  fo  much  immediate 
bittcrnefs  of  reproach,  relative  to 
the  flurtuation  of  condud  or  prin- 
ciple in  no  fmall  number  of  mem- 
bers otthc  Houfe  of  Commons, 
and  which  have  finally  affixed  a 
charee,  at  leaft,  of  inconfiftency, 
which  will  not  foon  be  worn  oJF, 
upon  the  charadlcr  of  that  parlia- 
ment. That  day  was  deftincd,  by 
a  previous  order,  to  the  taking 
into  conlideration  the  petitions  of 
the  people  of  England ;  amount- 
ing to  about  forty  in  number  ; 
3  and 
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tnd  conveying  their  fentiments 
and  names  in  fuch  an*  immenfe 
ijuantity  of  parchment,  as  feem- 
ed  rather  calculated  to  bury  than 
to  cover  the  fpeaker's  table. 

The  bufmefs  was  opened,  and 
the  fubjedl  delineated  by  M^*  I^un* 
ning.     It  fecms  almoil  ne^dlcfs  to 
add,    that   the  arrangement   was 
clear,      and     the     reprefcntation 
ftrong  and  accurate.  He  obferved, 
that  independent  of  all  other  great 
public    objefts   recommended   by 
the  petitions  to  the  care  and  atten> 
tion  of  parliament,  and  which, 
according  to  the  diiferent' ideas  of 
the  various  clafTe^  of  petitioners, 
were  of  a  various   nature,  thera 
was,,  however,  one  great  funda- 
jnental   point   on  which   they  all 
hinged.     This   was,     the  fettinj 
limits  to  the  increafed,  dangerous, 
and  unconflitutional  influence  of 
the  crown,  and    an    ceconomical 
expenditure   of  the  public    mo- 
ney.   For  although   thefe  feemcd 
to  be  feparate  obje£ls ;    yet    they 
might  be  fairly  confoildated  into 
one  great  principle.    For  inllance, 
if  the  public  money  was  faithful- 
ly applied,  and  frugally  expended, 
that   would,  in  its  ettc6l,  reduce 
the  undue  influence  of  the  crown.; 
if,  on   the   other  hand,   that  la- 
fiuence  was   reilraincd  witliin  its 
natural  and  conditutional  bounds, 
it  would  immediiitely  reftore   the 
loil  energy  of  parliament,  and  once 
more  give  efficacy  to  the  exercife 
cf  that  great  power,  of  feeing  fo 
the  difpofal,  and  controuling  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money, 
with  which   the  conilitution  had 
particularly  invedcd  thathoufe."' 

He  took  a  fliort  but  accurate 
view  of  the  feveral  queftions 
v.hich  had  hitherto  been  agitated 
cpon  the  fubjeft,  with  a  critical 


inveftigatipn  of.  the  diiTerenx 
grounds  on  which  they  were  fup- 
ported  and  oppofcd,  Mr.  Burke's 
Icheme  of  reform,  held  the  firft 
place  in  thir.  courfe  of  examination; 
which  he  defcribed,  with  refpe^i 
to  the  labour  and  diiBculty  of  the 
tafk,  the  number  and  magnitude 
of  the  various  and  complicated 
objefts  which  it  embraced,  anA 
the  heterogeneous  and  difcordant 
nature  of  that  chaos  of  matter, 
which  he  had  feparated,  reduced, 
and  by  a  new  arrangement  com,- 
bined  ih  fuch  admirable  light  and 
order,  as  one  of  the  firft  efforts  of 
human  ability  and  genius ;  and  as 
equally  affording  an  inllance  of 
uncommon  zeal,  unrivalled  induf- 
try,  and  of  in  vincible  perfc\'erancc. 
"Ke  obferved,  that  this  fchcme 
was  partly  upon  the  plan  of  the 
petitions ;  that  if  it  did  not  em- 
brace every  thing  that  was  der 
fcribcd  or  pointed  to  in  the  peti* 
tions,  it  contained  nothing  that 
was  not  confonant  to  their  letter 
and  fpirit;  nor  did  if  exclude  or 
determine    againfl    a    fyllable  of 

their  contents. The   hiftory 

which  he  gave  of  the  original  re- 
ception of  that  fchcmie ;  of  the 
progrefs  of  the  eftablifhment  bill', 
and  of  the  various  oppolitioh 
which  it'encountered,  unto  the  late 
defeat,  which  he  confidered  as  its 
final  cataflrophe,  was  highly  cu- 
rious, interelling,  and  full  of 
keen  political  obfervatlon. 

With  rcfpe«ar  to  the  firft  article, 
Mr.  bunning  drew  a  diftinftion, 
(not  very  honourable  to  thofe 
whom  itaiTedleu)  between  the  ge- 
nuine fentiments  of  the  houfe, 
wht!n  ading  from  their  own  imme- 
diate feelings  and  perceptions;  and 
the  imprclLons  afterwards  made 
upon  them  from  without,  To 
[L]  3  tHe 
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%\e  firft  he  attributed  the  univer- 
fal  applaufe  and  the  high  eulo- 
giums,  which  Mr.  Barke's  pro- 
pofitions  recfived  on  their  being 
firft  opened  to  the  houfe,  Th^ 
temper  and  difpofitjon  which  af- 
terwards appeared,  he  was  con- 
vinced originated  out  of  that 
houfe;  and  would  never  otherwifc 
jiave  prevailed  within  its  walls. 

For  after  fuch  general  approba- 
tion, the  bill  was  let  down  foftly. 
JFirft,  it  contained  fome  matter 
worthy  of  approbation,  then,  it 
was  doubtful ;  at  laft,  it  was 
fundamentally  wrong  and  danger- 

He  obferved,  that  in  the  courfe 
of  the  very  important  conteft  on 
HiiFerent  parts  of  the  eftablifhment 
bill,  notwithftandinc;  the  dexterity 
nfed  on  the  other  fide,  fome  mat- 
ters of  great  public  concern  were 
brought  unwillingly  out ;  ^  and 
whicH  indeed  were  the  caufc  for 
his  entering  at  prefent  upon  the 
fubjeA,  Particularly,  in  the  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  firft  claqfc  of  that 
till,  for  abolilhing  the  office  of  a 
third  fecretary  of  ftate,  two  fun- 
damental points  were  brought  into 
controveriy.  It  had  been  affirmed, 
that  the  influence  of  the  crown 
was  not  top  great,  It  had  been 
^(Tertedi  that  ^he  influence  of  the 
crown,  even  fuch  as  it  was  ftated 
to  be  in  argument,  was  conftitii- 
tional  and  necelTary :  and  it  had 
;ilfo  been  aHerted,  that  the  other 
point  infifted  on  in  the  petitions, 
the  enquiry  into  the  expenditure 
of  the  Civil  Lift  Revenue^  was  a 
))ufinefs  not  competent  to  that 
Jioufe.  After  taking  notice  how 
the  minifter  fhrunk  from  the  con> 
teft,  when  it  was  ftrcnuoufly  endea- 
voured on  his  fide,  to  bring  the 
^Vi«lUon  forward  to  abide  ;h«  de^iit 


fion  of  the  houfe;  he  obferved 
that  the  claufe  was,  however,  loft^ 
under  pretence  that  the  office  waf 
not  ufelefs,  or  if  it  was,  that  no 
evidence  of  its  being  nfelefs  ap« 
peared, 

The  next  claufe^  he  faid,  rela* 
tive  to  the  abolition  of  the  board 
of  trade,  was  oppofed  on  the  fame 
ofte^fible  ground  of  its  not  being 
ufelefs.  The  minifter,  howevcrjj 
befides  the  oftenfible  pround,  Kiain^ 
tained  both  the  other  dofbines, 
that  the  influence  of  the  crown 
was  not  too  much,  and  that  par- 
liament had  no  right  to  controul 
the  Civil  Lift  Expenditure;  but 
the  houfe  was  not  to  be  drove. 
The  houfe  revolted,  and  the  claufe 
for  abolilhing  the  board  of  trade 
was  carried  by  a  fmall  rfiajority. 

The  next  claufe  of  the  eftabllfli  ' 
ment  bill,  Mr,  Dunning  obferved^ 
was  openly  oppofed  on  principle; 
and  that  principle  fupported,  in 
one  ihape  or  other,  by  a  ereat  ma- 
jority of  that  hoafc,  The  king's 
houfhold  was  deemed  facred;  it 
was  not  to  be  touched ;  a  diftinc- 
tion  was  made  by  fome  of  thofe 
who  gave  the  minifter  that  majo- 
rity :  ufelefs  places  which  related 
to  the  funftions  of  the  ftate,  they 
held,  might  be  abolifhed ;  but  the 
icing's  revenue  for  the  Aipport  of 
his  houftiold,  was  hb  own  perfonal 
revenue,  with  which  parliament 
neither  had,  nor  could  have  any- 
thing to  do.-^ — r-That  decifion  ne 
confidered  as  giving  the  (l^ath- 
wound  to  his  friend's  bill. 

The  next  attempt,  he  obferved, 
made  in  purfuance  of  the  petitions, 
or  in  compliance  with  the  wiihcs 
of  the  people,  was  that  by  Col. 
]^arre,  for  Inftituting  a  committee 
of  accounts.  But  the  noble  mi- 
nifter^  he  faid^  after  freely  j>ro- 
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ailiia^  his  foil  affiKance  to  the 
meafure,  weU  forefeeing,  that  it 
woold  bring  out  many  things  ex- 
tremely  irkiome  and  onpkaUnt  to 
kimfelf,  defeated  ^e  defign,  by 
rannlng  a  race  with  his  hononr- 
able  friend  for  the  bill*  and  fnatch^ 
iQg  it  out  of  his  hands,  where  it 
had  been  placed,  by  the  unanimous 
voice  and  approbation  of  that 
houfe.  He  heavily  cenfured  the 
mamEavre'  of  the  miniiler  in  this 
boiinefs,  both  as  it  refpedbed  him 
ia  the  character  of  a  gentleman, 
and  in  that  of  his  public  capacity  j 
nor  did  he  lefs  condemn  his  fubfti- 
tuted  bill  for  a  commiilion  of  ac- 
counts, which  he  defcribed  n 
bein^  totally  unprofitable,  if  not 
worfe. 

Two  other  efforts,  he  dbierved, 
were  made  towards  anfwering  one 
of  the  principal  obje^  of  the  peti- 
tioners, by  leiTening  the  influence 
of  the  crown  in  that  houfe.  The 
one  was  Sir  George  Saville's  mo- 
tion for  the  pFodudlion  of  the  pen- 
fion  lift;  which  was  excellently 
calculated  for  anfwering  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  but  which  he  had  the  mor.- 
tification  of  feeing  defeated  like 
the  foregoing.  The  other  was 
Sir  Philip  Jennings  Gierke's  bill 
for  the  excluiion  of  contractors  i 
which  had  the  good  fortune  of 
being  carried  through  that  houfe. 

Thus,  the  whole  of  what  had 
been  obtained,  in  confequence  of 
that  pile  of  parchment  before 
them,  containing  the  fentiments, 
the  prayers,  ana  the  petitions  of 
above  one  hundred  thoufaiid  elec- 
lors,  and  through  fuch  laudable 
efforts,  fuch  late  and  frequent  dif- 
cuffion,  and  fo  many  arduous 
ftruggles  within  the  houfe,  a%. 
mounted  only  to  a  fingle  claufe  in 
Che  eUablifhment  bill,  which  (land. 
jog  naked,   as  it  did,  could  be 


con/idered  of  little  or  no  impor* 
tance  ;  to  the  minifter's  runaway 
bill,  which  was  as  direct  an  infult 
to  that  ho  a fe,  as  it  was  a  bare- faced 
mockery  of  their  con  flit  uents  ;  and 
to  the  contradlor's  bill,  which  the 
friends  of  adminiftration  predict 
will  Hill  mifcarry  ;  or  if  that  hope 
ihould  fail,  openly  boaH^  that  fuch 
means  are  contrived  as  will  de*. 
feat  all  its  purpofcs.  Such,  he 
faid,  was  the  manner  in  which 
the  dutiful  petitions  of  the  peo- 
ple of  England  had  hitherto  been 
treated. 

He  then  Hated,  that  as  every 
other  means  had  failed  of  produc- 
ing any  effect  adequate  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petitions,  he  thought 
It  his  duty,  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
^hc  houfe,  to  take  fome  determi- 
nate meafure,  by  which  the  people 
might  know,  without  equivoca- 
tion, what  they  had  to  truft  to, 
and  whether  their  petitions  were 
adopted  or  rejected.  To  bring 
both  the  points  contefted  between 
the  petitioners  and  minifters  fairly 
to  iflue,  he  ihould  frame  two 
propofitions,  abflra^ed  from  the 
petitions  on  the  table,  and  take 
the  fenfc  of  the  committee  upon 
them.  He  meant,  that  they  fhould 
be  ihort,  and  as  fimple  as  poffible, 
fo  as  to  draw  forth  a  diredl  affirma«> 
tive  or  negative. 

He  then  moved  his  firfl  propo- 
fition,  '*  That  the  influence  of 
the  crown  hxs  increafed,  isincreaf- 
ing,  and  pught  to  be  diminifhed/* 
—He  fupported  his  motion  princi- 
pally upon  the  public  notoriety  of 
the  fa£t ;  and  difclaimed  feela'^g 
for  that  kind  of  explicit  proofs^ 
which,  as  they  were  necefTarv^ 
were  like  wife  eaiily  obtained  in 
other  cafes ;  but  which »  in  this 
l?eing  impracticable,  it  was  of 
courfe  ridiculous  to  require.  The 
[ij  4  ^ucftiLoa 
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qaeftion,  he  faid,  xnuft  be  decided 
by  the  confciences  of  thofe,  whq 
as  a  jury  were  called  upon  to  de- 
termine, what  was  or  was  not 
within  their  knowledge.— He  ob- 
ffcrved,  however,  as  a  collateral 
circumfliincc  of  evidence,  that  no- 
thing Icfs  than  the  moft  alarming 
andcorruptinljuence, could  induce 
a  number  of  gentlemen  in  ,that 
houfe,  to  fupport  the  mini  Iter  hy 
their  votes  in  thofe  meafures  within 
doors,  which  they  condemned  and 
reprobated  without.  That  this 
was  the  cafe,  and  within  his  own 
immediate  knowledge,  he  declared 
upon  his  honour ;  and  added,  that 
though  he  was  not  himfelf  very 
foueamifh,  nor  over-delicate,  in 
giving  his  opinion  upon  the  mca- 
fiires  of  adminiiiration,  he  had 
rtever  indulged  himfelf  in  throw- 
j-ng  upon  them  fuch  fevere  epi- 
tJ\ets,  a,s  had  fallen  in  his  pre  fence 
from  the  mouths  of  members  a^ 
broad,  who,  notwithilanding,  fup- 
ported  them  within  thofe  walls ; 
nor  was  the  number  fmall,  for, 
but  that  the  tafk  would  be  too  in- 
vidudus,  he  could  mention  no  Icfs 
than  fifty  members  of  that  houfe, 
who  had  held  that  language  and 
condut^. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  mini- 
fters  and  their  friends  contended, 
that  tiic  rcfolution  now  moved  was 
clearly  an  abilradl  propofition. — 
*I'he  learned  gentleman*  had  de- 
ehrcd,  tli.it  he  would  not  inform 
the  houfe  what  farther  meafures 
Jie  intended  to  graft  upon  his  in- 
fended  refolutions;  this  afforded 
po  them  all  the  properties,  and 
rven  the  exaft  definition  of  an  ab- 
fiyaft  queftion.  There  were,  to  he 
ft  re,  inllances  in  the  records  of 
parliament,  in^which  abllradl  qucf- 
^onn  were  wovc4 .4iv4  agrec4  to  ; 


but  they  were  very  improper  «t* 
amples  to  be  followed  j  and  in 
general,  even  in  thofe  cafes,  they 
related  to  ibme  previous  proceeds 
ines  in  the  houfe^  fome  difputed 
pcint,  fomefubjcd  of  controvcrfy 
under  difcuflion,  in  which  the 
ftn;x(ic  of  the  houfe  was  particularly 
called  for.  When  this  happened 
not  to  be  the  cafe,  the  perfon  who 
propofed  to  the  houfe  to  vote  aa 
abflradl  queftion,  haying  a  pro* 
fpcdive  view  to  meafures  which 
were  to  be  engrafted  in  it,  was 
bound  by  the  nature  of  the  requi 
fition,  to  explain  what  thofe  mea« 
fures  were  intended  to  be;  other 
wife,  one  of  thofe  two  things  might 
happen,  either  that  the  houib 
fhould  vote  an  abflrafl  queflion  to 
no  manner  of  purpdfe,  of  that  after 
having  agreed  to  the  leading  pro-*- 
ppfition,  they  might,  notwitK* 
Handing,  be  under  a  necei&ty  of 
rejedling  the  meafure  to  be  cn^ 
grafted  on  it,  although  that  mea^ 
Sjre  might  well  bear  a  ftfong  feem- 
ing  relation  to  ^hc  antecedent  re-r 
folntion  ;  a  circum fiance  which 
would  throw  a  diigriaceful  appear- 
'  ance  of  inconiiftcncy  and  abfurdity 
upon  their  proceedings. 

The  propofed  refolutioo,  they 
faid,  came  fully  within  thefe  pre- 
dicaments. It  was  purely  ablba^t, 
as  not  being  connected  with  any 
one  meafure  whatever  ;  ir  poiiUci 
to  no  remedy,  nor  was  it  ap^- 
rently  defigned  to  avert  any  evil. 
Many  gentlemen  in  that  houfe 
mii^lit  poflibly  think,  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown  was  really 
incrcafmg  ;  others,  that  it  was  in^ 
creafed;  and  fome,  perhaps,  that 
it  ouf^ht  to  be  diminifned.  Thefe, 
through  their  ignorance  of  what 
wp.s  to  follow,  might  vote  for  the 
abitraci  propofition  iimply  as  it 
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adnuttedy  much  lefs  eflabliihed  by 
a  vote  of  parliament.     For  if  any 


imd;  and  yet  might  afterwarda 
totally  difapprove  of  the  meafure 
with  which  the  learned  gentlemai^ 
intended  to  follow  it  up ;  whereas^ 
if  the  iceafure  of  corredion  had  ac- 
compaiiied  the  fact  of  abufe,  they 
would,  from  a  knowledge  of  its 
tendency,  have  rejc^ed  the  quef. 
tion  in  the  abilra^l. 

They  objected  to  the  total  want 
of  evidence  to  fuppoi  t  the  fads ; 
and  could  for  themfelves  anfwer 
that  they  were  wholly  unfounded. 
The  flighted  view  of  the  ilate  of 
public  affairs  would  diredly  over- 
throw the  wiole  fuppoiition.  Was 
it  a  time,  when  America  was  loft  [ 
it  was  ^ared  irretrievably  loHl 
when  that  lofs  was  fucceeded  by 
a  war  with  France,  and  another 
with  Spain ;  was  it  a  time,  after 
fo  long  a  fcrics  of  difappointments, 
untoward  events,   ill  fuccefs  and 
lolfes,  and  all  the  unpopular  con- 
fequcnces  iucident  to  fuch  a  ilate 
of  things,     to  fuppofe  that   thq 
influence   of  the  crovvn  was  in- 
creafed  ?     The  people  were  hea- 
vily burthened;  they  forefavv  an 
increafe  of  thofe  burthens   daily 
approaching }  they  felt  the  lofs  of 
America;  they  were  dlfappoin ted 
and  oiit  of  temper  :  in  luch  <;ir- 
cumftanccs  to  taik  of  the  influence 
of  the  crown,  was  ablurd  and  pre-^ 
pofterous. 

It  was  beHdes  argued  to  be  un-, 
fair  and  unj  uft  with  refpet^l  to  the 
prefent  adminiHration.  It  would 
appear,  the)^faid,  if  the  prefent 
relblution  was  adopted,  at  le^R  t<) 
the  people  without  doors,  that  ilila 
influence  had  originated,  and  was 
daily  increafvn^,  under  the  pre- 
fent admin iflration.  This  irapUod, 
a  ccnfurc  of  fo  fevcre  a  nature^  ,as 
called  for  tlie  moil  found  and  fUb-. 
ftaniial  proof  befo;:e  it  fhould  be 


fuch  influence  exilled  at  all,  it 
mull  have  exilled  before  the  pre- 
fent minifters  were  born  ;  but  the 
charge  was  not  accompanied  or 
fupported-  by  a  fmgle  argument, 
which  .could  diftinguilh  this  admi- 
ni  lira  tion  even  from  any  other  dur- 
ing the  prefent  reign. 

They  farther  urged,  that  the, 
prefent  mode  of  carrying  on  the 
government  of  this  country  ha4 
continued  the  fame  exaflly  fron\ 
the  revolution  downwards;  'and 
unlefs  fome  proof  were  ihewn  that 
an  influence,  whatever  that  might 
be,  exifted  at  prefent,  diiferent 
from  that  which  was  fuppofed  to 
cxift  in  former  times,  the  prefent 
vote  would  be  replete  with  danger 
to  the  conftitution  ;  for  it  would 
tend  to  alter  that  fyllem  of  go- 
vernment, which  had  been  ella- 
bliflicd  by  our  forefathers;  and 
which  had  been  approved  of,  con- 
tinued, and  confirmed,  by  feveral 
fucceeding  generations. 

The  aflertion,  as  to  the  repro- 
bation of  the  meafures  of  minillers 
without  dQorsi  by  thofe  who  had* 
fupported  them  within,  was  bit- 
terly refented.'  The  fad  itfelf 
feemed  to  be  doubted,  as  much  a& 
propriety  would  admit  of;  and  ^ 
court  lord,  after  every  poffible  de- 
gree of  execration  of  fuch  men,  if 
they  really  cxiilrd,  called  upon 
them  to  quit  his  fide  of  the  houfe,* 
and  to  go  over  to  the  other,  cm^ 
phatically  crying  out,  *'*  Go,  you 
worll  of  men,  be  your  hearts  and 
motives  ever  fo  corrupt,  prefcrve 
iome  appearance'  of  priaciple  and 
depency^  and  jTupport  thoie  prin^ 
ciples  m  public,  which  you  ap- 
prove of,  and  fwrretly  .avow,"  ii^; 
pViva'tei,'*  '      . 
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The  fpcakcr,  on  this  day,  took  a 
decided  part  in  fupport  of  the  mo. 
tion.  He  obferved,  that  however 
irkfome  it  was  to  him  to  take  any 
part  in  their  debates,  and  however 
cautious  he  was,  and  on^ht  to  be, 
«)f  obtruding  his  own  private  opi- 
nions  on  the  houfe,  there  were 
cafes,  and  he  confidered  the  pre* 
lent  as  one  of  them,  in  which  it 
would  be  criminal  in  him  to  re« 
main  filent.  The  queftion  before 
them,  he  faid,  was  of  infinite  con- 
iequence  to  that  houfe,  and  to  the 
people  at  large  ;  both  were  under 
the  greateft  obligation  to  the  learn- 
ed gentleman  who  had  brought  it 
under  difcufiion  ;  and  however  it 
might  be  determined,  he  was 
Bappy  in  the  opportunity  which 
it  afforded  him  of  difcharging  his 
duty,  as  a  member  of  that  honfe, 
|>oth  to  his  conilituents,  and  to  his 
country  in  general. 

He  denied  that  the  queftion  was 
in  any  degree  abftrad;    it  was  a 

J|neftion  of  fadi.  What  were  the 
afts?  It  defired  the  houfe  to  re- 
folve  in  the  firft  inftance,  that  the 
influence  of  the  crown  was  in. 
creafed;  who  would  doubt  the 
truth  of  that  faft  ?~That  it  is  in- 
creafmg ;  could  any  man  doubt  of 
chat  either  ?  He  believed  not.  If 
there  was  any  fnch  perfon  prefent, 
he  was  fure  that  he  was  not  him- 
felf  that  perfon.  He  had  feen  fo 
inany  in^ances  of  both  iince  he 
had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in  that 
houfe,  as  fufficiently  ittftified  him 
in  faying,  that  tlie  influence  of  the 
crown  iuid  increafed,  and  was  in- 
creaiing.  The  petitions  on  the 
table  averred  the  fadl ;  it  was  the 
doty  of  that  hovfe  to  fay  whether 
it  was  or  was  not  fo.  It  was  an 
allegation  which  called  for  no 
mSb}  it  did  not  indeed  admit  of 


any.  It  could  only  be  known  m 
the  mcmbersof  that  houfe,  and  they 
were  the  only  peHbns  competent 
to  refolve  it;  for  fuch  were  the 
circumflances  of  the  affair,  that 
if  it  were  even  proved  by  evidence, 
they  only  could  know  whether  tke 
evidence  was  trne  or  fatfe.  Thtf 
were  bonnd  as  jurors,  by  the  coit« 
viAion  arifmg  in  their  own  fninds , 
and  were  obliged  to  determi!ne 
accordingly. 

He  appealed  to  the  fbetinge 
and  experience  of  gentlemen  who 
heard  him,  if  the  influence  of  the 
crown  had  not  increafed,  was  not 
daily  increafmg,  and  whether  it 
was  not  the  duty  of  that  honfe  to 
limit  it?  He  profefled  himfclf  a 
friend  to  the  legal  conflitutional 
prerogatives  of  the  crown  ;  bathe 
contended  that  thefe  afforded  the 
only  legitimate  influence,  which  it 
could  have,  or  ought  to  exercife  ; 
and  afked,  whether  It  was  not  a 
very  vain  and  idle  thing  to  limit 
or  mete  out  the  prerogatives  of  the 
crown,  while  they  permitted  ano^ 
ther,  and  much  more  dangerous ^ 
becanfe  a  concealed  influence,  to 
operate  in  their  ftead. 

He  further  obferved,  that  the 
fpecies  of  government  eflabKihed 
in  this  country,  under  its  true  and 
proper  definition  of  a  monarchy  li- 
mited by  law,  he  was  free  to  fay, 
required  no  other  afliflance  f-^r  the 
e^eercife  of  its  fundlions,  than  what 
it  derived  from  the  coniUtntioa 
and  the  laws*  That  the  powers 
vefted  in  the  executive  part  of  go- 
vernment, and  in  his  opinion  wife* 
ly  placed  there,  were  ample  and 
inmcient  for  all  the  purpofes  of 
£Ood  government,  and  without  any 
further  aid,  were  much  too  ample 
for  the  purpofes  of  bad  govern* 
■lent  i   and  he  thought  nimfelf 
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%eiiad  a$  an  honeft  man  to  declare, 
that  the  influence  of  the  orown  had 
ittcreafed  far  beyond  the  ideas  of 
«  monarchy,  ftriai^  limited  in  iu 
nature  and  extent, 

Snch  doOriiies  and  opinions, 
coming  from  fnch  an  anthority, 
ironld  not  hot  produce  fome  con- 
fiderableeffea.  The  fpeaker  like- 
mfe  obferved  to  the  committee, 
t)iat  it  might  poffibly  be  very  gall- 
ing to  them  to  be  informed  of  their 
duty  by  the  petitioners  ?  but  they 
flionld  recoiled  that  it  was  entirei> 
Jy  their  own  fault.  He  was  forry, 
in  one  fenfe,  to  fee  thofe  petitions 
before  them ;  beeaufe  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  houfe,  confcious 
rf  it5  own  duty,  fhould  have  pre- 
yented  the  necefflty.  What  the 
petitioners  now  demanded,  fhould 
nave  originated  within  their  own 
walls;  and  then,  what  now  would 
bear  too  much  the  appearance  of 
compul£on,  would  have  been  re 
ccived  with  gratitude  on  the  one 
^de,  and  conferred  with  credit  and 
a  gopd  grace  on  the  other.  But  at 
any  rate  they  were  to  confider,  that 
they  were  then  fitting  as  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people,  and 
folcly  for  their  advantage  and  be- 
nefit ;  and  that  they  in  duty  flood 
pledged  to  that  people,  who  were 
their  creators,  for  the  faithful  dif- 
pharee  of  their  trufl. 

The  Lord  Advocs^te  of  Scotland, 
in  order  to  obtain  a  negative  to 
the  mo(iot),  propofed  to  flrengthen 
die  propofition  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as,  he  thought,  mnk  of  nece0ity 
oecafion  its  rejedion,  He  accord- 
ingly moved  as  an  amendment  the 
following  words,  <*  That  it  is 
now  neceflary  to  declare,-'  an  a- 
mendment  which  the  oppofition 
(undoubtedly  from  a  fenfe  of  their 
«^pth}    fcadily;,    aM  feilvpf 


onexpededly  agreed  to.  The 
amended  quelhon  then  4ood 
thus,*-*That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this' committee,  that  it  is  now  ne-* 
ceflary  to  declare,  that  .the  infln* 
tnce  of  the  crown  is  increafed,  in« 
creafiag,  and  ought  to  be  4mu 
nifhed* 

The  committee  divided  about 
12  o^clocki  when  the  motion  fo 
amended  was  carried  by  a  ma<» 
jorityof  i8;  the  numbers  beinf 
ft^St  v^  fapforted  Mr.  Dun* 
ning's  propo£tion,  tQ  ^15,  who 
rotni  vfbh  adminiftration  againft 
it.  Thus  the  minUler, .  a  fecooA 
time  in  this  feifion,  found  himfelf 
in  a  minority. 

Mr.  Dunning  then  moved  hk 
fecond  propofition,  '<  That  it  is 
<<  competent  to  tbis  houfe  to  exa» 
*'  mine  into,  and  to  corre^  abufet 
~««  in  the  expenditure  of  the  civil 
*'  lift  revenues,  as  well. as  in 
'<  every  other  brancli  of  the  pnfau 
**  lie  revenue,  whenever  it  ihall 
<•  feem  expedient  to  the  wifdoa 
•*  of  this  houfe  fo  to. do/* 

Although  the  minifter  requefted 
that  the  committee  Would  not  pro- 
ceed any  farther  that  night,  th0 
queftion  was  notWithftancung  pat» 
and  carried  without  a  divinbn« 
But  the  new  majority,  after  the 
vexation  of  fo  many  years  labour 
in  the  ineffe^ive  efforts  of  a  mip 
nority,  wcfe  now  determined  to 
make  the  mod  of  the  advantage 
afforded  by  their  new  fituationv 
Mr.  T,  Pitt  accordingly  (w]u> 
had  taken  a  moft  a£Uve  and  fpi^ 
rited  part  in  the  debates  of  the 
day)  moved  the  following  refoltt'* 
tion.  That  It  is  the  opinion  of  thii 
committee,  <*  that  it  is  the  dut^ 
««  of  this  houfe  to  jpravide,  as  far 
<'  as  may  be,  an  immediate  and 
u  cffeftual  nsMb  ^  tb«  fbufea 
w  «oia« 
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**  eomplalned  of  in  the  petitions 
'*  pref^nted  to  this  houfe,  from 
*<  the  different  counties,  cities, 
«*  and  towiw  in  this  kingdom." 

The  ntinifter  again  in  treated 
and  implored,  but  with  no  bettes 
faccefs  than  before,  that  the  com-* 
mittee  would  not  proceed  any  far^ 
ther  for  thsit  night.  No  ground  of 
argfument  being  taken  againit,  nor 
oppoiition  whatever  made  to  this 
conclufive  motion,  it  was  carried 
in  the  afiinnalive  without  an  appa- 
reilt  diir(^r.  ■ 

The  bufinefB^  was  not,  however; 
yet  over.  The  houfe  being  re- 
fumed,  'Mr.  Fox  moved,  that  the 
refolutions  fhould  be  iinmediately 
reported. '  This  was  oppofcd  by 
the  minlfler,  with  aii  the  force  he 
yet  retained,  afi  being  unufual', 
violent,  and  arbitrary.  But  the 
torrent  was  too  ftrong  to  be  re- 
fifted.  The  refolutions  were  feve- 
rally  reported  and  received ;  and, 
after  being  t«ad  a  iirft  and  fecond 
time,  v/t9t  ttgilsed  to,  and  con*- 
£rmed  hy  the  ko«fe,  without  a 
•divifitrrt.  *   :  ^ 

'  Such  was  the  oMipleteand  do- 
cifive  viftory  gained,  in  behalf  of 
*the  petitions  by  the  oppofition,  on 
that  extra^rdinalry  and  memorable 
day.  The  Exultation  and  triumph 
'  on  one  R^  of  \he  houfe,  was  only 
equalled  by  the  evident  deprefllon 
"and  difma^' which  prevailed  on 
the  fide  or  ^dminiftration.  In- 
deed the  apjjeataticc  of  things  was 


conitdered,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  carried,  is  atten- 
tively viewed,  fcarcely  any  thing 
more  important  feems  to  have 
been  fo  propofcd  and  carried  iince 
thefeVblution.  The  fyilem  of  the 
90urt  was  ihaken  to  its  founda* 
tions-  Without  doors,  the  joy 
and  trumph  in  mod  parts  of 
pngland,  as  well  in  moil  of  the 
counties  that  did  not  petition^  as 
in  thofe  that  did,  was  great  and 
general;  and  though  not  dif- 
played  in  the  fame  manner,  would 
pot  perhaps  have  been  exceeded^ 
on  occafion  of  the  mofi  deciiive 
viftory  over  a  foreign  enemy. 

It  can  be  no  matter  of  furprize, 
that  under  the  preifure  of  fuch 
circumftances,  and  pufbed  without 
mercy  on  all  fides  as  he  was,  the 
miniiter  fhould, in  fome  inflances 
be  thrown  off  his  guard  fo  much, 
as  to  fhew  ftrong  marks  of  indig. 
nation  and  refentment;  more  cf- 
pecially  when  keen  perfbnal  re- 
proach wa$  fuperadded  to  the  ge- 
neral fenfe  of  misfortune.  This 
eifedl  was  particularly  produced  by 
the  feverity  of  fome  fb*i6lures 
thrown  out  by  Mr,  Thomas  Pitt ; 
who  obferved,  that  there  could 
not  be  a  more  indubitable  proof  of 
the  enormous  and  deilrui^ive  in- 
fluence of  the  crown,  than  that 
noble  lord  afforded  in  the  poffef- 
iipn  of  his  prefent  office,  after  fo 
many  years  of  lofs,  misfortune, 
and    calamity,    as     had    already 


fuffkient  to  ftrikd  the  boldeil  with    ,  marked  the  fatal  courfe  of  his  ad- 


difraay;  nor  doetf  it  fcem,  that 
*aAy*  t)iTlp6fit»oiif  oquld  have  been 

^fought  fiiirly  btfijre  the  houfe  on 
*tf\at  n'ight,  which,  in  rhe  fpirit 
**that  then-  prevailed,  would  not 
"have  b6ca  €&fri<d  againfl  the  mi- 

nHlers.  Wh«n  the  nature  and 
*  the  ieitdentf  <ii'*^hA  (^ueftions  are 


miniftration*  He  afked,  whether 
.  that  noble  lord  had  not  loll  Ame- 
rica ?  Whether  he  had  not  fquan- 
dered  many  millions  of  the  pub- 
lic moneyj  and  walled  livers  of 
blood  of  the  fubjetls  of  Great 
Britain.  And  yet,  though  the 
whole  country  with  one  voice  cried 

out 
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fmt  againft  hiniy  and  execrated  kis 
Amencan  war,  tke  noble  lord  ftill 
held  his  place.  Could  this  pof- 
£bly  be  alcribed  to  any  other  caufe 
than  to  the  overgrown  influence  of 
the  crown,  along  with  that  dar- 
ing exertioxl  of  it,  which*  fets  the 
Yoicc  and  the  interefts  of  the  peo- 
leat  naught.  The  noble  lord, 
le  faid^  had  funk  and  degraded 
the  hononr  of  Great  Britain ;  the 
name  of  an  Engliihman  was  now 
no  longer  a  matter  to  be  proud  of; 
the  time  had  been  when  it  was  the 
envy  of  all  the  world:  it  fiad 
been  the  introdudion  to  univerfal 
lefped,  but  the  noble  lord  had 
contriv^  to  fink  it  almoft  beneath 
contempt.  'He  had  rendered  his 
countrymen  and  their  country  def- 
picable  in  the  eyes  of  every  other 

pover. ^It  muft  have  required 

more  than  a  common  ftocls  ot  phi- 
losophy to  remain  unmoved,  un- 
der fnch  a  weight  of  inveftive, 
and  under  charges  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture. 

A  -1  ^^  On  the  next  day  of 
April  loth.  b„finefs,theho»Jfebe. 
ing  in  a  committee  on  the  fubjeft 
of  the  petitions,  Mr.  Dunning,  in 
purfnance  of  his  plan,  moved  a 
refolution  to  the  following  pur- 
port. That  in  order  to  fecurc  the 
independence  «.«^  jparliament,  and 
to  obviate  all  fif^picions  of  its  pu- 
rity, that  within  feven  days  after 
the  meeting  oi  parliament,  every 
ieffion,  there  be  laid  before  that 
hottfe,  by  the  proper  officer,  an  ac- 
coont  of  all  monies  paid  out  of 
the  civil  lift,  or  any  part  o(  the 
public  revenue,  to  or  for  the  ufe, 
or  in  tmft,  for  any  member  of 
parliament,  fince  the  lad  recefs, 
by  every  peribn  who  (hail  have 
paid  the  fame. 
This   motion    was  but  faintly 


oppofed;  the  principal  grounds  o 
argument  being,  tiiat  the  Com«- 
mons  pacing  refblu^ons,  whtck 
were  in  fa£t  tefb,  might  occaiioii 
fome  difference  witSi  the  'other 
houie;  and  the  old  dodlrine,  of 
the  indelicacy  of  ftippofing,  that 
men  of  honour  and  character 
could  be  biaiTed  iQ  their  publit 
opinions  and  votes,  by  the  confix 
deration  of  any  paltry  emola- 
men  ts,  T  hefe  were  however  over- 
ruled, and  the  refolution  carried 
without  difficulty. 

Mr.  Dtinning  then  moved.  That 
the  perfons  holding  the  offices  of 
treafurer  of  the  chamber,  treafnrer 
of  the  hou  (hold,  cofferer  of  the  hou(- 
hold,  comptroller  of  the  houfholdy 
mafterofthehoufhold,  clerics  of  the 
green  cloth,  with  all  their  deputies^ 
be  rendered  incompatible  with   a  * 

feat  in  that  houfe.— Thus  avowed^ 
ly  endeavouring  to  remedy,  fo  far  as 
it  coald  now  be  done,  the  failure  of 
that  claufe  in  Mr.  Burke's  effab*- 
liihmdnt  bill,  which  went  to  the 
total  abolition  of  thofe  very  offices* 
This  motion  was  warmly  oppofed, 
and  brought  out  fome  confiderabte 
debate,  in  which  the  propriety,  of* 
place  bills,  with  the  feveral  quali- 
fications and  exceptions  to  the 
principle,  were  much  and  xngeni- 
oufly  agitated.  It  was,  however^ 
more  flrenuoufly  oppofed  in  aft,  in 
the  ftruggle  of  an  exceedingly 
clofe  divifion,  than  even  in  argu-  ^ 
ment.  The  queftion  bein^  called 
for  at  a  late  hour,  the  motion  was 
carried,  in  a  very  full  houfe,  by 
a  majority  of  two  only ;  the  num- 
bers upon  a  divifion,  being  21^, 
to .2 13.  This  was  the  minifter*s 
third  minority.  However,  he 
fecmed  to  gather  ftrcngth. 

Thus  far,  the  new  majority  had 

kept  their  ground.      Experience, 

however. 
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liowerer,  food  taught  thetn,  that 
they  cotild  only  hold  it  on  certain 
queftionsy  and  in  certain  feafonsi 

^  The  ftrfk  check  they  re«. 
^  ■  ceived  was  on  the  fecond 
reading  of  Mr.  Crewe's  bill,  for 
excluding  revenue  officers  from 
iroting  on  the  ele^on  of  members 
of  parliament.  As  this' bill  was  on 
the  fame  principle  with  that  which 
kad  been  brooght  forward  by  th« 
Jate  Mr.  Dowdefwell  abont  ten 
years  before,  the  ground  of  argu^- 
ment  was  neceflarily  the  fame  on 
both  fides  which  we  then  fbted ; 
with  this  addition  on  one,  that 
the  prefent  bill  went  to  two  of  the 
great  objects  of  the  petitions,  to 
Jiminifh  the  inflttence  of  the 
^rown,  and  to  reftore  or  fecure 
the  independence  of  parliament ; 
the  oppoiition  from  thence  con- 
tending, that  the  hoafe  was 
|>oand  Ixy  its  own  late  determina- 
tions to  fapport  the  bill.  The 
debate  was  long,  and  the  queflion 
ftrougly  argued  on  both  fides. 
The  one,  holding  out  the  injuf- 
^  tice  and  cruelty  of  depriving  a 
great  body  of  men  of  their  fran- 
chifes,  without  any  crime  proved 
•r  alledged  to  juftify  the  forfei- 
ture ;  and  the  other  infilling,  that 
the  bill  would  deprive  them  of  no 
franchifes^  for  mat  no  revenue 
officer^  while  he  continued  fuch,  ei- 
ther did  or  could  pofiefs  a  free  vote : 
fo  that  inilead  of  injuftice^  or  cruel- 
ty, it  would  be  a  great  relief  to 
thefe  people,  as  it  would  fave  them 
from  the  hard  neceifity,  of  either 
voting  againlt  their  inclination  and 
confcience^  or  of  lofing  their 
places ;  the  bill  did  not  deprive. 
It  only  fufpended  the  officer's 
franchife,  until  he  was  in  a  fitua- 
tion  which  would  admit  of  his  ex- 
•rcifing  it  properly,  that  is,  with- 
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out  reftraiilt;  the  c^tion^  eithaf 
of  holding  his  plact,  or  of  exerdf* 
ing  his  franchife,  would  always 
lie  with  himfeif* 

The  bill  was,  however,  thrown 
out  upon  a  divifion,  a(>out  ten  at 
night,  by  a  majority  of  224,  to 
195  ;  fo  well  was  the  houfeattend- 
ed  at  this  time.-—— The  illneft  of 
the  fpeaker,  on  the  following  day» 
occafioned  a  f^dden  ceifation. 
The  houfe  was  adjourned  unto 
the  24th  day  of  the  month* 

During  this  interval,  the  con- 
tractor's bill  brought  put  long  and 
very  confiderable  debates  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords «  Upon  the  f<i- 
cond  reading,  the  ^  .  .,  ,  ., 
Duke  of  Bolton  ha-  AprU  14th. 
ving  moved  that  the  bill  fiiould 
be  committed,  a  powerful  and 
determined  oppofition  on  the  fido 
of  adminiftration  immediately  ap- 
appeared,  in  which  the  fecreta<» 
ries  of  fiate,  and  both  the  great 
law  lords  in  office  took  a  principal 
(hare. 

The  court  lords  infified,  that 
the  principle  of  the  bill  was  falie, 
and  that  it  propofed  manifeft  in-* 
jufticci  It  was  likewife  a  dired 
infringement  of  that  great  prero^ 
gative  of  the  crown,  which  fets  it 
above  all  controul  whatever,  in 
the  articles  of  d^kin?  and  con-» 
during  war<  Tue  principle  was 
falfe^  m  fuppofing  dilhonefiy  and 
corruption  without  any  manner  of 
evidence.  It  was  ctuel  and  unjufi;, 
in  iuHi^ing  puniihment  without 
proof  of  criminality  or  guilt.  It 
woi^ld  deprive  a  refpedable  body 
of  men  of  their  natural  rights,  as 
well  as  of  their  municipal  fran* 
chifes,  without  the  fmalleft charge ^ 
or  even  pretence,  of  their  having 
committed  any  adl  which  could  in- 
cur a  forfeiture  Indeed  it  reached 
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te  thofewho  could  commit  no  a£l, 
for  it  decreed  puniilimeiit  to  men 
ftt  anborn. 

With  all  its  other  enormities^ 
the  biU^  they  faid,  went  to  the 
dired  fabveriton  of  the  conilitu- 
tion,  by  depriving  the  people  of 
England  of  their  inherent  and  in- 
valuable i-ighc,  of  choofing  thofc 
perfons  whom  they  traced  and 
liked,  to  be  their  reprefentatives 
in  parliament.  Nor  was  its  ten- 
dency more  nnjall  to  individttah, 
more  injurious  to  the  prerogative, 
or  more  inimical  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  than  it  would  be  found  per- 
nicious to  the  public  lervice  of  the 
ftatein  time  of  war.  For  it  would 
deter  all  reputable  merchants  and 
gentlemen  of  charader,  who  had 
a  nice  ienfe  of  honour,  and  who 
were  not  difpofed  to  forfeit  the 
common  rights  and  franchifes  of 
citizens,  from  fupplying  our  Heets 
and  armies,  upon  any  terms,  with 
thofe  necejflanes,  which  it  would 
frequently  happen,  that  no  others 
could  furnilh.  And  at  any  rate, 
it  would  throw  that  builnefs  ^- 
tirely  into  the  hands  of  men,  who 
cither  wanted  means  and  ability 
to  falEl  their  contracts,  or  inclina- 
tion iind  honeily  to  ful£l  them 
properly. 

The  bill  indeed  provides,  that 
thofe  who  become  contraflors  at  a 
public  bidding,  after  25  days  pre- 
vious notice  given  in  the  Gazette, 
fiiall  not  be  fubjed  to  its  penalties ; 
that  is,  they  will  not  be  rendered 
incapable  of  a  feat  in  the  Houfeof 
Commons.  But  the  circumilanccs 
and  exigencies  of  war  are  frequent- 
ly fuch,  as  to  require  the  greateft 
poflibie  difpatch,  and  the  moft  in- 
violable fecrecy.  It  may  fre- 
quently happen  that  the  lofs  of 
i^  tha^  time  in  providing  the 


ilores  or  neceflaries  which  were 
wanted,  would  be  attended  with 
the  moil;  ruinous  confeqiiences  i 
and  fuch  a  public  advertifement 
would  befides  afford  dired  infor- 
mation  to  the  enemy  of  the  nature) 
and  deiign,  of  whatever  expedi-^ 
tion  or  enterprize  was  then  in  con* 
templation«  It  was  frequently 
neceffary,  they  faid,  to  providle 
for  future  as  well  ks  prefent  exi*> 
gencies  in  contra^s*  Their  very 
nature  often  forbids  their  beinjg 
public*  The  mode  of  public  a<£- 
vertifement  now  propoied,  would 
likewife  enhance  the  prices  of  the 
commoditj^  in  fuch  a  degree,  that 
the  executive  officers  of  govern- 
n*ent  would  be  incapable  of  car^ 
rying  on  the  public  bufinefs. 

Were  then,  they  faid,  the 
gentlemen,  who  performed  fuch 
eminent  and  effential  fervices  to 
their  country,  as  the  provifion  of 
thofe  fupplies,  without  which 
.  fleets  and  armies  are  ineffedual,  to 
be,  for  thatreafon  onlv,  debarred 
from  ferving  it  in  anotner  manner^ 
for  which,  by  their  fortunes  and 
abilities,  they  might  probably  be 
no  lefs  qualified  ?  Was  it  a  part 
of  the  fyftem  included  in  the  pre- 
fent TZgc  of  novelty  and  reform^ 
either  to  banifh  the  mercantile  im- 
tereft  from  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, or  to  place  the  exigence  of 
our  fleets  ana  armies  in  the  hands 
of  beggars  and  bankrupts  ? 

They  reprobated  in  high  terms 
the  indignity  offered  to  the  hu- 
man heart  and  underflanding,  in 
fuppoiing  that  men  of  charadler, 
fortune,  and  fenfe,  would  forfeit 
their  good  name  and  reputation, 
and  facrifice  thofe  public  interefts 
in  which  they  were  fo  deeply 
concerned,  by  proflituting  their 
votes  in  parliajnent  for  the  paltry 
emoiu* 
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emoluments  of  an  office,  or  the 
profits  of  a  contradl,  either  of 
which  muft  bear  a  very  diminu- 
tive proportion  to  the  valu6  of 
their  private  eftates,  which  were 
wholly  flaked  in  the  welfare  and 
fecurity  of  their  country.  The 
vulgar  but  popular  prejudice, 
they  faid,  of  fuppofing  every  mi- 
nifter  corrupt,  and  that  every  man 
who  has  any  contraft  with  go- 
vernment, whatever  his  former  in- 
tegrity might  have  been,  becomes 
likewife  corrupt  from  tha^inflant, 
could  not  be  fufficiently  exploded, 
or  treated  with  too  much  con- 
tempt. Who  could  be  fuppofed 
fo  bafe  or  fo  foolifh,  as  to  facrifice 
his  reputation,  and  his  perma- 
nent interefls,  for  a  precarious  in- 
come or  office?  But  if  it  were 
even  admitted,  that  a  few  fuch 
wretched  and  unworthy  charac- 
ters might  pofTibly  exifl,  would 
the  multiplying  of  penal  laws, 
eradicate  the  vices,  or  correft  the 
enormities  of  mankind  ?  Had  they 
produced  that  effeii  with  refpeft 
to  gaming,  the  moft  deftruftive  to 
a  itate  of  all  vices  ? 

But  admitting,  what  was  very 
pofllble,  that  f^jme  particular  pcr- 
lons  might  have  been  guilty  of  im- 
pofition  or  fraud  in  their  contrafts, 
lUIl  there  could  be  no  occafion 
for  the  interference  of  parliament, 
much  lefs  for  agreeing  to  the  pre- 
fent  bill.  — The  laws  had  very 
wifely  provided  proper  ponifh- 
ment  for  public  as  well  as  private 
delinquency;  and  the  courts  of 
*juftice  were  always  open  to  due 
examination,  and  ready  to  enforce 
the  laws.  Such  matters  fhould 
therefore  be  left  by  parliament 
to  their  natural  courfe.  They 
might  poflibly,  if  there  were  fuch, 
come  ultimately  and  properly  be- 


fore thathoufe  in  its  judicial  ca* 
pacity.  But  at  any  rate,  the 
public  could  never  fail  of  obtain* 
ing  juftice  againft  the  offenders, 
without  the  mterpofition  of  par^ 
liament.  They  had  indeed  heard^  • 
both  formerly  and  now,  a  great 
deal  about  Atkinfon's  rum  con- 
trafts ;  and  it  was  endeavoured  to 
bring  thofe  tranfaftions  forward 
as  a  fort  of  evidence  in  fupport  of 
the  prefent  bill.  But  that  houfe 
being  totally  unacquainted  with 
the  circumflances  of  the  affair, 
could  form  no  opinion  at  all  upon 
it ;  if  any  thing  improper  appear- 
ed in  thofe  tranfadions,  the  law 
would  take  due  cognizance  of  it, 
and  puniihment  would  neceffarily 
follow  conviftion.^  A  great  law 
authority  threw  fame  light  ujxm 
this  fubjefl,  which  had  been  ib 
often  brought  into  difcuffion.  But 
the  public,  he  faid,  could  be  no 
lofers  by  the  affair ;  as  the  noble 
lord  at  the  head  of  the  treafury 
had  ftcpped  the  money  overcharg- 
ed, in  the  fir  ft  in  fiance ;  and  the 
matter  of  the  fecond,  was  now  in 
a  due  courfe  of  inveftigation. 

The  lords  on  that  fide  contend- 
ed, that  there  were  many  other 
objeftions  of-  great  weight  again  ft 
the  bill.  Particularly  with  refpefl 
to  the  propofed  new  mode  of  con- 
tra6ts,  they  obfervcd,  that  the 
moft  improper  men,  would  proba- 
bly be  the  loweft  bidders ;  but 
that  there  was  ft  ill  a  matter  of 
greater  danger  and  mifchicf  to  be 
apprehended,  which  was,  chat  the 
enemy  might  (ecrctly  employ 
agents  at  tncfe  public  bidding-^, 
merely  to  thwart  and  ruin  the 
public  fervice. 

They  fcarcely  combated  the 
bill  lefs  with  refpcA  to  its  ob- 
jefls,  than  its  priaciple4     Thef^ 

wer« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.     {17^ 


were  two,  namely,  to  reftore  the 
independency  of  parliament,  by 
dtmiaiihlng  the  fuppofed  increai- 
cd  influence  of  the  crown,  and  to 
promote  oecoaoiiiy  in  the  expen* 
ditore  of  the  public  monpy.  The 
£ril  obje^,  they  contended,  did 
not  ex'iil,  and  therefore  could  not 
be  attained.  Could  any  man 
venture  to  fay,  that  eithet  houfe 
of  parliament  was  at  this  day  in 
a  ftate  of  dependence  or  (lavery  ? 
Or,  what  proof  could  be  giveAi 
that  the  intinence  of  the  crown 
was  increafed,  or  increafmg?  If 
all  otho-  were  wanting,  the  paf* 
iing  of  the  prefent  bill  through 
the  other  houfe,  and  their  late 
boaftcd  refoUtions,  would  afford 
the  moft  inconteftible  evidence  in 
both  refpo£b  to  the  contrary.  But 
fuppofing  that  influence  had  real- 
ly exifted,  the  prefent  bill  was 
totally  inadequate  to  that,  its 
firft  and  principal  objedl.  The 
fecond  objed  indeed,  of  promote 
ing  public  oeconomy^  was  a  mat*- 
ter  worthy  of  the  higheft  conft- 
der^tion ;  but  this  bill  was  as  de- 
fedive  in  that  refped  as  in  the 
other ;  and  thus  was,  in  fed,  tOw 
tally  incommenforate  to  both  its 
objeas. 

But  it  was  advanced  on  the 
other  fide,  that  thofe  refolntions 
pafTed  in. the  other  houfe,  were  to 
be  received  as  evidence,  and  even 
ia  fbme  meafur^  to  influence  the 
coodnd  of  that.  On  thcfe  points, 
however,  they  mull  totally  differ. 
They  could  only  confider  thefe 
nioladoAs  as  the  opinions  of  233 
membecs  of  that  houfe,  and  per- 
haps of  a  number  of  their  con- 
ftituents;  but  they  could  by  no 
means  confider  them  as  any  abfo- 
Inte  i^roof  of  the  fa6b  they  related 
to,  nor  even  as  the  fenfe  jof  die 

Vol.  XXUL 


people  of  EnglatKl  at  large.  As 
little  could  t£ery  fubmit  to  the  pe« 
fitlon  held  out  on  the  other  fide^ 
that  they  had  no  right  of  inter-^ 
ferenee  or  fejeclion  with  refped 
to  the  prefent  bill,  from  i^  being 
a  matter  of  do^icftic  regiilatien 
which  related  merely  to  th^  cobI^ 
mons  houfe«  This  they  combated 
pn  two  grounds*  .For*  if  the  pre* 
mifes  h^  been  even  fairly  ftated^ 
they  could  by  no  means  admit 
the  inference.  The  very  circum<- 
^nce,  that  the  bill  mufi  of  ne^ 
cefity  go  through  their  houfe  af* 
ter  it  had  pafTed  the  common s^ 
clearly  fhewed,  that  they  muft 
have  a  right  and  power  of  rejecr 
tion,  as  well  as  of  dcliberatios 
and  enquiry.  Bat  in  fadl,  the 
bill  was  not  mejsely  a  matter  o( 
domeflic  regulation  ;  it  could  in* 
deed  anfwer  very  little,  if  any 
thing  to  that  puipoie.  It  was  oft 
the  contrary  a 'great  qaef^ioia  of 
ibte*  It  included  in  its  embrace 
the  royal  prerogative,  the  confti- 
ttttion,  thtf  private  rights  of  in- 
dividuals, and  the  public  rights 
of  the  people  at  large  ;  and  would 
befides  eftabliih,  or  give  a  fanc- 
tion,  to  queftions  of  dangeroua 
import,  relative  to  the  fuppofed 
influence  of  the  crown,  and  to 
the  honour  and  independence  of 
parliament. 

A  noble  earl  in  high  office  ob- 
fcrved,  that  the  time  was  fait  a]^- 
proaching,  if  not  already  arrived, 
when  the  weiglit  and  importance 
of  that  houfe  mufi  neceflarily  be- 
come apparent  to  the  whole  na- 
tion. They  were  placed  as  a  bar- 
rier by  the  conftitution,  between 
the  extenfion  of  power  and  prero- 
gative, on  the  one  hnd,  and  the 
violence  of  the  people,  or  the  in- 
novations of  the  commons,  on  the 
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Mier.  When  miftaken  notions, 
and  Alfe  reprefentations  of  vir- 
tue and  liberty,  had  either  de- 
ceived  the  people  at  large,  or  the 
members  of  the  other  nonie,  it 
was  their  doty^  who  had  as  dear 
an  intereft  in  the  conftitution  as 
cither,  or  both,  to  ftep  forth  as 
its  hereditary  guardians,  and  ef- 
fednally  to  controul,  reftrain, 
and  refill,  the  delirium  of  virtue, 
the  rage  of  innovation,  and  the 
madnefs  of  enthufiafm ;  until  they 
had  brought  them  back  to  cool- 
nefs,  fobrtety,  and  reafon.  That 
ftate  of  things,  he  conceived  at 
prefent  fubfifting ;  and  the  noble 
lord  threw  out  fome  peculiar 
)>hrafes,  particularly,  that  the 
people  were  liberty*  mad-— that 
they  had  run  maa  about  public 
virtue— -and  chat  the  times  unfor- 
tunately exhibital  nothing  bat  an 
innovating  fpirit  of  alteration  and 
ideal  perfedion,  internal  commo- 
tion, caufelefs  difcontents,  tuibu- 
lenceand  diiTention. 
*  The  lords  in  oppofition,  treated 
-with  very  little  refpeA,  and  in- 
deed rather  contemptuoufly,  many 
-of  the  arguments  brought  againft, 
•and  objedions  made  on  the  other 
fide,  particularly  with  refped  to 
the  principle  and  juftice  of  the 
bill.  They  afked  if  it  was  pofG- 
ble,  that  thofe  noble  lords,  who 
-feemed  now  to  be  fo  flrangely 
-alarmed  with  refpeA  to  the  conAi- 
•tution,  and  who  felt  fo  much  for 
fuppofed  public  injury,  and  pri- 
vate injufhce,  could  have  totally 
forgotten,  or  could  have  been  ig- 
norant, that  the  whole  code  of 
eleflion  laws,  whether  with  re- 
-gard  to  the  elector,  or  the  eledled, 
all  the  qualification,  place,  re- 
-  ilraining,  or  excluiion  laws,  were 
not  founded  upon  the  fame  princi- 
•    3 


pie  with  the  prefent  bill,  and  had 
not  producea  efFe6ks  exa^ly  cor- 
refpondent  to  thofe,  whidi  are 
now  held  out  as  objefts  of  fo  much 
apprehenfion  and  horror.  Are  not 
a  prodigious  majoritv  of  the  peo- 
ple of  England, .  and  including  a 
great  number  of  men  of  rank, 
charaAer,  and  fortune,  rendered 
incapable,  by  one  law,  of  having 
a  vote  in  the  choice  of  their  own 
reprefentatives  ?  Are  not  men  of 
the  greateft  abilities  and  integrity, 
wit£>ut  qualifications  which  may 
not  depend  on  either,  proicribed 
from  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, however  warmly  the  wiihesof 
the  electors  may  be  in  their  favour, 
or  however  highly  they  may  con- 
iider  it  to  their  advantage  to  be  fo 
reprefented,  by  another  ?  Do  the 
commiifioners  of  the  excife  and 
cufftoms  complain  of  any  injuftice, 
in  receiving  their  placed  at  the 
expence  of  that  right  by  which 
they  might  otheiwife  fit  in  parlia- 
ment? Or  do  they  feel  any  feniie 
of  ftigma  or  difgrace  under  that 
exclufion  f  Thefe  gentlemen  poC- 
fefs  at  lead  as  fair  charaders,  and 
generally  as  pleafant  countenances 
as  contractors ;  and  yet  was  it  ever 
known,  that  any  body  or  com- 
munity of  eledbrs,  had  become  fo 
enamoured  of  any  of  them,  as  to 
complain  of  injury,  becanfe  they 
could  not  be  returned  as  their  re- 
prefentatives ?  It  is  indeed  true, 
that  as  the  contrador  may  gain 
more  money  in  a  ilngle  morning 
by  one  job,  than  the  fee-fimple 
of  the  commiifioner's  place  would 
fell  for,  that  drcumftance  may 
render  him  a  much  more  welcome 
vifitor  to  our  corrupt  and  rotten 
boroughs ;  but  that  is  one  of  the 
enormities  which  the  bill  is  in- 
tended to  remedy. 
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All  the  rcfiriftivp,  place,  pcn- 
ilon,  and  exclu/ion  l.iws  that  ever 
were  paflcd^  «irc  fo  many  living 
records,  pf  the  confUnt  jealoofy 
u'ith  which  oar  anceftors>  and 
former  parliaments  watched^  and 
as  far  as  it  was  in  the  power  of 
jnan,  endeavoured  to  prevent  or 
corred,  the  growth  and  progrefs 
of  undue  in^uence  and  corrap* 
tion ;  particularly  the  dangeroiu 
induence  of  the  crown.  All  thcie 
Uws  were  founded  upon  the  fame 
principle,  aod  held  the  fame  oh- 
jecb  with  the  prefent  bill*  They 
all  likewife  tend  to  overthrow 
that  unheard  of  poiition^  that  the 
minds  of  men  are  not  liable  to 
be  btaifed  by  honours,  places^  or 
vaft  pecuniary  emoluments*  Did 
not  their  own  records,  as  well  as 
•thofe  of  the  other  houfe,  furniih 
inftances>  of  men  in  high  rank, 
trail  and  office^  having  in  various 
tpafes 'been  operated  upon  by  bafe 
and  unworthy  motives?  Have  no 
fuch  men  been  found  corrupt  and 
venal  ?  Or  have  they  not  futrered 
public  ignominy  and  punifhmeat 
for  their  peculation,  venality  and 
profBttttion?  But  this  do^rine^ 
they  iaid»  muft  have  originated, 
either  from  fo  perfect  a  puerility 
of  undcrlhuiding,  or  fuch  a  tho- 
rough contempt  of  that  houfe  and 
of  the  nation^  as  to  be  worthy 
only  of  notice  as  a  fubje^  of  ani- 
madveriion,  but  not  of  anf.ver. 
Of  the  fame  nature,  they  faid, 
was  the  argument  drawn  from  the 
fttppofed  improbability  of  abuies 
in  conxrafts,  becaufe  the  laws 
have  left  in  the  hands  of  miniAers, 
the  means  of  profecuting  in  the 
courts  of  juHice,  the  fupporters  of 
their  own  power,  and  the  accom* 
pliers  of  their  fraud  and  maivcri.u 
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tion.  Surely  a  finglc  inlUnce 
quoted,  in  wnivh  the  public  were 
faia  to  h.  ve  been  exoi^erated  'Vom 
the  fraud  of  a  contrador,  would 
not  h.ive  been  advance d^  if  thd 
learned  lord  had  recolle'ded,  that 
the  detei^lion  of  the  fraud  was  en^ 
tirely  owin^  to  the  adivity  of  a 
gentleman  m  the  other  houfe  | 
and  that  the  miniiler  was  comi 
pelled,  forely  againft  his  will, 
by  the  bitter  an<i  repeated  attacks 
made  upon  him  by  the  oppofii 
tion,  to  adopt  an  apparent  men- 
furc  ui  remfoy,  which  was,  howx 
ever,  probably  but  a  mere  delui. 
fion. 

The  arguments  founded  upon 
the  many  fuppoCed  mifchiefs  and 
dangers  attributed  to  open  conw 
tradls,  were,  they  faid*  as  futile^, 
and  as  unworthy  of  notice,  as  tht 
foregoing^  The  fafts  theral^»lveh 
were  totally  Unfounded/  and  con^ 
tradi^ed  by  eftablilhed  and  daily 
experience*  The  conduit  of  the 
navy  in  this  refpeA,  overthrows 
at  once,  every  thing  that  has  been 
•faid  upon  that  fubjed.  The  navy 
is  the  only  fource,  and  aiforus 
the  only  means  of  enterprizc  in 
this  country^  Yet  all  the  viciuai- 
linii:  office  contrafts  are  open  and 
above  board.  The  very  names  of 
the  ports,  at  which  Ihips  or  I^ujd- 
drons  are  intended  or  likely  to 
touch,  are  fpecificd  in  the  publL 
news  papers*  Has  any  evil  been 
yet  known  to  rcfult  from  ihi,  m  ' 
thod  of  fupplying  the  navy?  Of 
what  confequencc  wottld  it  be  to 
the  enemy  to  know,  that  th*;  runt 
contradlor  had  palmed  currency 
upon  the  miniftcr  of  this  csunrr/ 
for  ilerling  money?  Or  ihat  the 
gold  contra^or  rccei\cs  a  Inrgc 
premium  for  fending  Por:i:;T3l 
[3fj  2  gold 
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gold  to  America,  when  in  fa^  he 
&nds  nothing  but  EngliQi  gui- 
fteas  thither.    . 

They  treated  the  fuppofed  inva- 
£on  of  the  prerogative  as  a  matter 
of  ridicule.  It  was  undoubtedly, 
they  faid,  a  fatal  ftroke  to  the 
executive  power,  to  be  enabled  to 
fupply  its  fleets  and  armies  better, 
to  carry  on  the  public  buiinefs 
more  advantageottfly,  and  the  ope- 
rations of  War  more  fuccefsfully, 
than  it  was  before  diijpofed  or 
capable  of  doing  in  itfelf.  They 
clofed  the  ground  of  examination 
by  declaring,  that  they  had  not 
heard  an  argument  againfl  the 
bill,  which  ^d  not  appear  to  be 
cithet  frivolous,  fallacious,  or 
dangerous.  It  had  indeed  been 
urged,  that  it  was  neceffary  to 
abate  that  phren^y  of  virtue,  which 
began  to  appear  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  As  to  that  new  fpe- 
cies  of  phrcnzy,  they  could  not 
but  confider  it,  rather  as  a  cha- 
ra^er  pf  foundneis,  than  as  a 
Symptom  of  infanity ;  and  as  they 
neceflTarily  came  frequently  into 
contadt  with  the  other  houfe,  they 
could  not  refrain  from  fmcerely 
wi(hing,  that  that  diftmper  might 
become  contagious. 

Having  thus  controverted  the 
objcfiions'to  the  bill,  they  fup- 
ported  it  on  the  following  grounds ; 
Its  own  intrinfic  merit.  The 
magnitude  of  the  evil  which  it 
was  deiigned  to  remedy,  and  the 
neceffity  from  which  it  was  deriv- 
ctl.  Its  being  in  conformity  to 
the  wiilies  and  petitions  of  the 
people  of  England.  The  impro- 
priety, if  not  danger,  of  their  ob- 
-^ttding  a  meafure  of  domeftic 
regulation  adopted  by  the  Hcuic 
of  Commons,  and  tending  mere- 
ly to  their  own  inicrnal  purity  and 
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independence.  On  that  ground, 
the  queftion  of  right,  as  well  as 
of  expedience  or  propriety,  was 
controverted.  They  had  a  very 
great  law  authority,  they  faid, 
m  the  cafe  of  the  Middlefex  elec- 
tion, although  the  learned  lord 
oppofed  the  prefent  bill,  that  in 
caies  which  related  to  their  own 
immediate  privileges,  and  the  re- 
ceiving or  excluiion  of  their  own 
members,  there  was  no  appeal 
from  the  deciiicns  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  nor  could  any  other 
branch  of  the  legiilature  check  or 
alter  their  refolutions.  So  that 
right  or  wrong,  according  to  that 
authority,  tkeir  decision  would  be 
final.  Surely  the  fame  rule  that 
held  in  that  inftance,  muft  equal- 
ly apply  in  the  prefent.  This 
bill,  which  related  particularly  to 
their  own  privileges,  had  been 
unanimoudy  palTed  by  the  other 
houfe.  If  it  was  rejeded  there ^ 
the  probable  confequence  would 
be,  that  as  it  went  to  the  exclu- 
iion of  a  particular  description  of 
men,  the  other  houfe  would  fhew 
their  contempt  of  the  rejedion,  in 
the  exercife  of  what  was  deemed 
their  own  inherent  right,  and  a^- 
ing  as  they  had  done  in  the  af- 
hit  of  the  Middlefex  ele&ion, 
exclude  them  bv  a  mere  reiblution« 
Could  the  lords  be  blind,  in  the 
prefent  critical  fituation  of  affairs, 
to  the  danger  of  a  rupture  with 
the  other  Iwufc  f 

It  was  curious,  they  faid,  to  ob- 
ierve  the  continual  inconfiilency 
in  the  condud  of  minifters.  When 
a  motion  tending  to  oeconomical 
reform  had,  not  long  before,  been 
made  in  that  houfe,  it  was  ftrong- 
ly  objcded  to  bv  a  noble  earl  in 
office,  becaufe,  it  might  eive  of- 
fence to  the  commons,   that  the 
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lords  ihould  take  up  the  per- 
formance of  a  duty  appertaining 
to  them.  And  now^  when  a  bin 
of  the  fame  tendency,  which  ori- 
ginated with,  and  peculiarly  re- 
lates to  themfelves,  is  unani- 
rooafly  pafied,  and  fent  up  by  that 
houfe,  the  fame  noble  lord  endca- 
voars  with  all  his  might  that  it 
ihoald  be  reje^ed,  without  the 
fmalleft  conii  deration  of  the  dan^ 
gcr  of  a  breach  between  the  two 
Konfes,  which  he  had  on  the  for- 
mer occafion  held  out  as  an  objed 
of  fo  much  terror. 

They  concluded,  by  a  ftrong 
appeal  to  the  necefiities  and  the 
temper  of  the  times,  and  by  hop- 
w^,  that  the  lords  would  have  too 
f«ll  and  lively  a  fenfe  of  what  they 
owed  to  their  own  honour  and 
dignity,  to  fuffcr  that  houfe  to 
become  an  engine  in  the  hands  of 
the  miniiler  ;  and  thus  to  do  that 
for  him,  which  he  was  afhflmed 
and  afraid  to  attempt  doing  for 
himfelf  in  the  other. 

The  queftion  being  put,  after  a 
very  long  debate,  the  bill  was  re- 
jected by  a  majority  of  20 ;  the 
numbers  being  61  to  41.  A  pro- 
;eft  was  entered,  figned  by  25 
peers ;  and  in  the  greater  part  by 
another. 

Nothing  ever  happened  more  for- 
tunately  in  favour  of  any  admini- 
fh^tion,  than  the  illnefs,  at  this 
peculiar  junfture,  of  the  fpeaker 
of  the  houfe  of  commons.  It 
f^emed  as  if  nothing  elfe  could  at 
that  time  have  faved  them.  The 
rccefs,  indeed,  was  not  long ;  but 
it  produced  extraordinary  and  un- 
ejrpcfted  cffefts.  For  befides  that 
the  ardour  and  animation  which 
ever  attend  new  enterprize,  and 
perhaps  more  in  cafes  of  reform 
than  an/.other^  naturally  cool  and 


flacken  under  a  cefTation  of  aftion ; 
the  rccefs  likewife  afforded  time 
and  opportunity,  which  were  by 
no  means  loft  or  lieglcded,  for 
ufing  effectual  means  to  bring  the 
numerous  defertws  from  the  courts 
who  had  been  afraid  to  oppofe  the 
late  popular  torrent,  back  to  their 
original  ftandard. 

In  effeft,  the  meeting  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  after  this  ihoHf 
recefs,  prefentcd  fo  new  a  fece 
and  appearande  of  things,  and 
ftich  a  total  change  of  temper 
and  difpoiition,  that  it  feemed  ncf 
longer  the  iame  identical  body. 

The firfl  public Ottpf-  .  .,  . 
Hon  of  confeq^ce^P"'*+^'»- 
before  the  houfe,  was  a  poftponed 
motion  of  Mr.  Dunning's,  which 
had  been  deferred  on  the  laft  day 
of  meeting,  on  account  of  the 
ipeaker's  illnefs.  The  motion  was 
K>r  an  addrefs  to  his  majefly,  re- 
queuing that  he  would  not  diflblve 
the  parliament,  nor  prorogue  the 
prefent  feffion,  until  proper  mea- 
fures  fhottld  be  taken  by  that 
houfe/  to  diminiih  the  influence 
of  the  crown,  and  to  correft  the 
other  evils  complained  of  in  the 
petitidns  of  the  people. 

This  motion  brought  out  great 
and  long  debates ;  in  the  courfe  of 
which,  almoft  every  ground,  that 
we  have  hitherto  feen  trodden,  re- 
lative to  the  various  great  objeds  of 
the  prefent  controverfy,  was  again, 
upon  fome  occafion,  and  in  fome 
degree  taken.  Whether  it  was, 
that  the  leaders  of  the  oppofition 
underftood,  or  that  they  only  ap- 
prehended, the  dcfeftion  of  their 
late  but  new  allies,  they  however 
took  ail  imaginable  pains,  and 
ufed  every  poffible  argument,  to 
fhew  the  neceiEty  of  their  fupport- 
ing  their  own  determinations ;  as 
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well  as  the  fhame  nnd  diigrace  tliat 
mul^  attend  a  dorelidtion  of  thofe 
•principles,  which  they  had  fo  rc- 
tenily  avowed  and  eftabliflied.— r 
They  had  already  fubftantiated, 
they  faid,  by  the  Fefolutions  of 
the  iixth  of  Aprii,  the  grievances 
complained  of  in  the  petitions ; 
and  they  had  alfo  boand  them- 
felves,  hy  the  fr.me  refolutions, 
tinder  the  moft  indiflbluble obliga- 
tion tQ  the  people  of  Bwfrland,  to 
procure  ful!  rcdrefs  f'^r  tiijfe  griev- 
ances. So  th!*t  no^tntleman,«ho 
bad  fupported  thoic  refolutions  by 
his  vote,  could,  without  the  moft 
fhameful  inconiiftency  of  conduft, 
dnd  a  derciiflion  of  principle  fo 
uianifcft,  as  to  afford  room  for  the 
aioft  odious  furmifes,  rcfufe  giv- 
ing  his  fupport  to  any  fair  meafure 
that  was  propofed  for  obtaining 
that  redrefs,  unlefs  he  could  him- 
Iclf  fubftitutc  a  better,  or  at  letft 
fhew,  that  the  nreans  offered  were 
in  themfelves  efientially  faulty. 

A  few,  though  but  very  fpw, 
freely  declared,  that  they  neither 
did  nor  ihould,  whether  upon  the 
prefent,  or  upon  any  future  occa- 
iton,  hold  themfelves  at  all  fettered 
in  their  condufl,  by  any  former 
refolutions  or  opinions.  They 
Biouid  eflimate  every  qnc/Hon  that 
eamc  before  them  by  i(s  own  in- 
winiic  value ;  and  confider  its 
probable  confcquences,  merely  as 
it  therk  appeared,  without  the 
trouble  of  any  retrofpeA.  It  by 
BO  means  necefiarily  followed, 
ihat  thofe  who  fupported  the  rc- 
ibluiions  of  the  6th  of  April,  were 
to  approve  of  the  prefent  motion  ; 
no  charge  of  inconfiftency  could 
^erefor*:  be  incurred  by  their  op- 
poiiii^  either  ih:.t.  or  many  others 
which  nipht  pofHbly  beheld  out 
^LRZLT   Uic   faiue   i4ca.      If  they 


promifcd  their  endeavours  to  pro. 
cure  redrefs  for  the  people,  they 
did  not  thereby  give  up  the  right 
of  excrrifing  their  own  judgment, 
whether  in  chufing  the  moft  eli- 
gible means  of  obtaining  that  end, 
or  in  dccidinj^  upon  tjie  meafure  of 
redrefs  which  it  might  be  right 
and  necefiiify  to  obtain. 

The  miniilers  chcarcd  their  old 
or  new  friends  with  the  warmell 
plaudits,  for  that  liberality  of  fen - 
timcnt,  which  difdained  the  tram- 
oicls  of  vulo  u  reflraiat.  They 
likewife  cx'claimcd  loudly  at  the 
impropriety,  indecorum,  and  in- 
delicacy of  their  antagonifts,  in 
endeavouring  to  put  gentlemen 
out  of  countenance,  by  confront- 
ing them  with  their  former  con- 
ducl  and  opinions.  This  they  de- 
cbrcd  to  be  unparliamentary  and 
unfair.  Nor  could  there  be  any 
lack  of  precedents  or  reafons,  to 
fupport  a  change  in  either  or 
both. 

The  queftion  being  put  a  little 
before  midnight,  in  an  unufually 
full  houfe,  the  motion  was  rejected 
npon  a  divifion  by  a  iQ^jority  of 
51;   the  numbers  being  254,  to 

Mr.  Fox  riiing  to  fpeak  immr- 
diatcly  after  the  motion,  a  moil 
extraordinary  fcene  of  diforder  was 
difplaycd,  arifing.(as  the  minority 
affirmed)  from  the  unwillingnefs 
of  the  majority  to  hear  the  dc- 
ferters  treated  as  ihry  defervcd. 
The  chair  being  repeatedly  called 
on  to  cxercifc  its  authority,  the 
fpeakcr  at  length,  with  the  utmoil 
vehemence  of  voice,  called  on  every 
iide  of  the  houfe  to  order ;  and 
ha\  ing  ordered  the  officers  to  clear 
the  bar,  required  and  infifted  that 
every  member  fliov^ld  t:*ke  his 
place.  • 
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This  opened  the  way  to  Mr. 
Fox ;  and  after  all  that  had  been 
Aippofed  done  to  prevent  it,  the 
gentlemen  concerned  found  them-, 
telves  condemned  to  hear,  the 
keened  philippic,  that  perhaps 
ever  was  fpoken  in  that  houfe. 
No  calls  to  order,  nor  other  means, 
coold  either  check  the  torrent  of 
lus  eloqnence,  or  reftrain  the  bit* 
temefs  of  his  invedUve.  He  de- 
clared the  vote  of  that  night,  to 
be  fcandaloQs,  diferaceful,  and 
treacherous.  He  did  not  apply 
thefe  charges  to  the  215  gentle- 
men, who  had,  along  with  the 
miniver,  oppofed  the  refolutions 
of  the  6th  of  April.  Thefe  gen- 
tlemen adled  an  open,  a  con- 
fiflent,  and  a  manly  part,  in  their 
oppofing  the  addrefs  propofcd  on 
theprefent  day.  They  had  dif- 
fered from  him ;  he  was  forrv  for 
it ;  bat  he  could  not  blame  them, 
becaafe  they  differed  from  him 
upon  principle. 

But  who  could  contemplate,  he 
iaid,  without  a  mixture  of  the 
greateil  furprize  and  indignation, 
the  conduct  of  another  fet  of  men 
in  that  houfe  ?  Thofe  who  had  re- 
folved  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown  was  increafed,  and  ought 
to  be  diminifiied ;  that  the  griev- 
ances  of  the  neople  ought  to  be 
redrefled ;  wno  pledged  them- 
felvesto  that  houfe,  to  the  nation, 
to  their  conftituents,  to  each  other, 
and  to  themfelves,  that  it  was  their 
duty  to  redrcfs  the  grievances  com- 
plained of;  and  who  had  now 
ihamefully  fled  from  that  folcmn 
engagement !  It  was  fliameful,  it 
was  bafe,  it  was  unmanly,  it  was 
ireacherons*  The  gentlemen  he 
meant,  he  faid,  furrounded  him  ; 
they  fat  at  his  flde  of  th^  houfe  ; 
he  was  forry  for  it.     They  were 


thofe  who  voted  with  him  qn  the . 
6th  of  April,  and  who  voted  with 
the  miniller  that  night.     No  maa^ 
held  in  greater   contempt   thofe 
who  were  at  the  devotion  of  the, 
minifter,  than  he  did  himfelf :  they 
were  flaves  of  the  worfl  kind,  be- 
caufe  they  fold  themfelves  ;   yet, , 
bafe  as  the  tenure  of  their  places 
was,  they  had  one  virtue  to  pride 
themfelves  on  ;  their  fidelity,  con- 
fiflency,  and  gratitudes  were  fub* 
jeds  of  commendation.     To  all 
their  other  demerits,  they  had  not 
added  the  abfurdity  and  treachery, 
of  one  day  refolving  an  opinion  ta 
be  true,  and  the  next  of  declaring' 
it  to  be  si  falfehood.     They  had» 
not  taken  in  their  patron,   their, 
friends,    or  their  country,   with 
falfe  hopes,  and  delufive  promifes. 
Whatever  their  motives  or  fenti-. 
ments  might  be,  ihey  had  adhered 
to  them ;  and  fo  far  as  that  went, 
their  conduA  was  entitled  to  his 
approbation. 

Mr.  Dunning  joined  him  in  the 
charge  of  direS  treachery  to  the 
nation.  For  that  the  counties, 
depending  on  the  fai^h  of  parli- 
ament, for  the  redrefs  held  out 
by  thofe  refolutions,  had  relaxed 
greatly  in  the  meafures  v/hich  they 
were  purfui^g  for  obtaining  it  by 
other  means  ;  and  that  the  county 
of  Cambridge  in  particular  had^ 
upon  that  dependence,  reicirided 
its  own  rt^fclution  for  appoinring  a 
coinmittce  of  alTociation.  They 
both  likcwife  declared,  that  the 
divifion  of  this  night  v\as  totally 
drcilivc  with  rcfpedl  to  th*^  pcti^ 
tions ;  that  it  amounted  to  a  fall 
reje(fuon  of  their  general  prayer  1 
and  that  all  hope  of  rbtaining  any 
reorcfj  fcr  the  people,  in  that 
houic,  was  at  an  end. 

The  miiiiflcr  anfvvercd  Mr.  Fox 
[M]  +  in 
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in  a  loile  ipeech  ;  in  which  he  ex- 
prcffed  the  utmoft  aftoniihinent  at, 
and  a  good  deal  reprehended,  the 
ilrange  language^  and  the  un- 
boanded  cenfure  he  had  heard. 
The  adminiiiring  comfort  to  Lis 
futfering  friends,  was  not,  howr 
ever,  his  principal  cbjcft.  He 
was  much  more  anxious  to  obviate' 
the  impreflion,  which  the  charges 
made,  of  rejcdling  by  the  prefent 
decision  the  petitions  of  the  people, 
might  pccahon  without  doors^ — . 
He  accordingly  laboured  that 
print  much  ;  and  upon  the  fame 
Ijroun'd  which  had  been  before 
taken  relative  to  the  rejection  of 
feme  of  the  claufes  in  Mr.  Burke's 
bill.  He  afked,  whcthe/ anycon- 
cluiion  could  be  more  extravagant, 
or  irrecoacileable  to  common  icnfe, 
than  that  the  giving  a  negative  to 
a  fingle  propofition,  fhouldbe  con- 
£dered  as  cleciding  the  fate  of  the 
petitions,  and  as  amounting  to  a 

fijieral  rejeftipn  of  the  wnole? 
he  refolutions  of  the  6th  of  April 
were  ftill  in  f\ill  being-.  Other 
meafures  niight  be  propofed  on 
them.  And  furely  it  might  very 
well  happen,  that  thofe  who  did 
not  approve  of  the  means  in  one 
node  of  redrefs,  might  readily 
concur  in  others, 

Mr.     Burke's     eftabliflimentf 
bill,   after  lying  for    feme  time 
dormant,    was    Drought    forward 
Q  ,      a   few   days   after.      The 
*  firft    claufc    agitated   was 

that  for  aboliiliing  the  ofHce  of 
the  great  wardrobe,  and  all  thofe 
Icffer  offices  and  pfaces  depending 
on  it.  This  quellion  brought  out 
Jong  and  very  confiderable  de- 
bates ;  and  it  was  fupported  by  the 
framer  with  all  his  ufual  vigour 
and  ability.  The  claufe  was, 
hgwcvcr,  at  length  rejeftcd  upoa 


a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  210, 
to  183.  The  principle  of  reform 
being  in  effeft  abandoned  by  the 
late  vote,  the  attendance  oh  par- 
ticular parts  now  grew  daily  lefir 
and  iefs. 

The  committee  then  proceeded 
upon  the  fucceeding  ciaufe,  for 
abolifhing  the  bQ9i3  of  works. 
This  brought  out  new  debate,  in 
which  the  mover  of  the  bill  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  more  than  ever  by 
tne  force  of  his  argumeiKs,  the 
fertility  of  his  invention,  and  the 
pleafantry  with  which  he  enlivened 
a  matter  apparently  dry  and  in- 
fipid  in  itfclf;  but  the  queftioit 
being  at  length  put,  the  claufer 
was  rcjcdted,  upon-  a  divifion,  by 
a  majority  of  203,  Bn 8.' 

The  miniftCr's  bill,  for  a  com- 
mifEon  of  accounts,  had  brought 
out  upon  him,  in  the  various 
ft  ages  of  its  progrefs,  more  afpc- 
rity  of  language,  and  feverity  of 
cenfure,  than  pei*haps  had  ever 
been  undergone  Upon  a  fimilar 
occaiion,  by  any  other  minifter  in 
that  houfe.  This  partly  prou^ 
ceedcd  from  the  manner  in  wmch, 
we  have  feen,  he  bad  taken  the 
bill  out  of  the  hands  of  another 
gentleman;  -and  partly  from  the 
meafure  ofappointingcommiflton- 
ers,  who  were  not  members  of  the 
houfe  of  commons.  This  was  faid 
to  be  directly  fubverfive  of  the  con- 
ititution.  That  it  was  no  Iefs  than 
a  furrender  of  the  firll  right  of  that 
houfe,  that  of  managing,  as  well 
as  of  granting,  the  public  money, 
and  of  direding  and  controuHng 
its  expenditure.  And  fomc  of 
the  oppoiition  contended-ftronglyj 
that  the  houfe  was  not  com.petent 
to  fuch  a  refignation.  That  bc-» 
ing  only  dele^tps-  themfclvei^ 
they  cottld  not  delegate  to  others^ 

They 
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They  might  as  well  appoint  their 
own  facceflbrs.  If  they  were  in- 
I  capable,  or  indifpafed>  to  dif- 
I  charge  the  duties  of  the  great  truft 
depofited  with  them,  they  were 
bound  in  duty  to  retam  it  into  the 
Bands  of  their  coirftitucnts.  But 
they  had  no  right  to  appoint  de- 
patie*  to  tranfa6l  that  eilential 
part  of  the  buiinefs  of  the  nation, 
which  yfSLs  entrufted  only  to 
themfeives.    ♦ 

On  the  other  hand,  the  minifter 
gave  every  aBii  ranee,  that  he  had 
not  the  fmalleft  wiflr  or  intention, 
cither  of  violating  any  of  the  pri- 
vileges, or  of  abating  any  ofthe 
powers  of  that  houfe ;  and  that  he 
was  fctlly  convinced,  that  there 
were  gentlemen  on  both  fides 
within  thoie  walls,  of  as  great  in* 
tegrity,  honour,  ability,  and  pof- 
feffcd  of  as  warm  a  zeal  for  the 
public  welfare,  as  any  in  the 
kingdom.  That  he  had  already 
given  one  of  his  motives  for 
propofing  that  the  comnrifiioners 
fiiooid  not  be  members  of  that 
houfe,  which  was  to  avoid  the 
inndxous  reflexions  which  that 
circumftance  would  draw  both 
upon  himfclf  and  them.  That 
debates  ran  fo  hfgh,-  and  the  times 
were  fo  contentious,  that  almoft 
every  gentleman  in  that  houfe  had 
laken  one  fide  or  other ;  a  circum- 
ftancc  which  muft  render  their 
conduft,  however  pure,  liable  to 
great  and  continual  mifconflruc- 
tion.  Among  a  number  of  other 
reafons^  he  ftated  the  prcfent  im- 
mcnfity  of  parliamentary  bufinefs, 
which  would  not  afford  Icifure  to 
the  members  for  fo  tedious  and 
laborious  an  undertaking.  That 
the  fdlure  of  former  com  millions 
proceeded  from  their  originating 
m  party.     And  that  the  commiu 


iJoners  being  members  of  that 
houfe,  had  laid  the  groun4  of  fre- 
<|uent  difference  with  the  other. 
He  likewife  endeavoured  to  fup- 
port  the  meafure  by  precedent,  and 
for  that  purpofe  referred  to  the 
13th  of  Charles  the  feccnd,  when 
nine  commiflioners  were  chofen  by 
ballot,  fome  of  whom,  he  con- 
tended, were  not  members  of  par- 
liament; but  upon  examining  the 
reference,  the  evidence  was  found 
defeftive,  it  not  pofitively  appear- 
ing that  any  one  was  not  a  mem- 
ber, and  it  feeming  certain  that 
fome  were. 

The  houfe  being  iti  a  ^  « 
committee  on  the  ^bjed,^*^  "** 
the  nomination  of  the  commiflion-  - 
crs  brought  out  great  and  various 
debates ;  and  the  naming  of  Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  in  particular,  af-' 
forded  room  for  much  cenfure  and 
ridicule  on  the  fide  of  oppofition. 
They  faid  it  was  completing  and 
rounding  the  prefent  fyftem  a- 
dopted  in  the  government  of  the 
army ;  as  well  as  extending  it  to 
new  objefts.  In  the  firfl  inftance^ 
they  dragged  clerks  out  of  offices, 
to  place  them  at  the  head  of  regi- 
ments ;  and  now,  they  pull  the 
truncheon  out  of  the  hand  of  t 
brave  and  veteran  commander,  and 
placing  a  pen,  an  inilrument  to- 
tally out  of  the  line  of  his  profef- 
fion,  in  its  place,  oblige  him,  at 
a  time  of  life  little  calculated  for 
new  habits  or  acquirements,  to 
commence  commifTary  of  accounts. 
It  was  (till  more  abfurd  and  im- 
proper, becaufe  Sir  Guy  Carleton 
was  himfelf,  at  that  very  time,  an 
accountant  with  the  public.  Why 
.was  not  that  gallant  officer  em- 
ployed in  his  proper  fpherc  of 
aiition,  in  a  feafon  when  his  fer- 
vices  were  fo  much  wanted  ?    On 

thi» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


iS6y     ANNUAL    R  E  G  IS  T  E  R,  ?78d. 


this  fubjed,  in  particular,  Mr; 
Fox  expatiated  with  infinite  wit 
and  felicity  of  thought  and  ex- 
prcflion. 

The  minifter  fupported  his  no- 
mination, by  obfcrving,  that  as 
the  accounts  of  the  army  would 
form  a  great  and  principal  objeft 
of  examination  and  enquiry  with 
the  commiffioners,  he  thought  it 
a  matter  of  great  moment,  that  a 
general  ofHcer,  of  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton's  high  charader,  great  expe- 
rience, and  confequent  knowledge 
In  fuch  fubjeAs,  fhould  be  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  commiflion.  That 
lie  ^ould  ad  upon  the  fame  prin- 
ciple ill  the  nomination  of  others  ; 
fomc  of  the  gentlemen  he  intended 
to  propofe  being  drawn  from  the 
law,  and  others  from  the  mercan- 
tile pro  feflion.  The  former  were, 
for  the  greater  part,  mailers  in 
chancery.  Thefe  the  minifter  fup- 
ported, as  from  their  knowledge 
in  dating  and  fettling  accounts, 
being  particularly  fuited  to  the 
bufinefs.  The  oppofition  ex- 
ceedingly ridiculed  this  idea,  and 
aikcd,  whether  their  remarkable 
quicknefs  in  bringing  private  ac- 
counts to  a  fettlement  was  what 
recommended  them  to  that  office? 

The  next  nomination  made  by 
the  minifter  was  a  gentleman  in 
o^ce,  although  placemen  were  ex- 
prefsly  excluded  by  aprovifion  in 
the  bill.  This  threw  the  oppoii- 
tion,  who  were  fufticiently  dmatis- 
fied  before,  into  a  violent  flame, 
'  and  a  motion  was  immediately 
^iiade  for  the  chairman's  quitting 
the  chair.  After  much  heat  and 
debate,  the  qucilion  was  put,  and 
rejected,  upon  a  clofe  divifion, 
tlie  numbers  being  195,  to  173. 
Though  it  was  then  two  o'clocK, 
the  debate  was  continued  till  be- 


tween three  and  four ;  when  no-' 
thing  being  concluded,  it  was  put, 
otf  to  another  day.  The  ilTue  of, 
the  bufmcfs  was,  that  the  bill  was. 
finally  carried  through  both  hoofes, 
and  received  the  royal  ailbnt.  A 11 
that  the  oppofition  got  by  their 
flruggle,  was  the  exclufion  of  the 
gentleman  in  office,  to  whofe  per- 
fonal  charader  ,they  had  not  the 
iinallefl  objedion. 

The  extraordinaries  of  the  army 
coming   under  confideration,    in 
the  committee  of  fupply,  on  the 
following  day  but  one.  Colonel 
Barre,  who  had  taken  great  pains 
in  inveHigating  that  fuojed,  after 
flating  the  refult  of  his  enquiries^ 
with  his  obfervations  on  them,  ta 
the  committee,  moved  refolutions 
to  the  following  purport  -.—That 
the  fum  of  1,588,0x71.  as.  is  Hated 
in   the  papers  prcfented  to   this 
houfe,  to  have  been  applied  to  the 
fervice  of  the  land  forces  in  North 
America,  from  the  31ft  of  January, 
1779,  to  the  ift  of  February,  1780, 
of  which  fum  no  account  whatfoever 
has  been  laid  before  parliament. 
The    faid    fum    being^  over  and 
above  the  pay,  cloathing,  provi- 
fions,  with  the  expence  of  weight 
and   armament    attending   them» 
'  ordnance,  tranfport  fervice,  oats, 
blankets,  expence  of  Indians,  pay 
of  certain  general  and  fia£;'  ofiicers, 
pay  of  feveral  commiflarics,  and 
other  allowances  for  the  faid  forces. 
—That  the  fum  of  3,796,543!.  has 
been  applied  to  the  fervice  of  tiie 
land  forces  in  North  America,  in 
the  year  1775,  1776,  1777,  1778, 
of  which  ium  no  faiisfadiory  ^c* 
count  has  been  l«iid  before  parli- 
ament. '   The  faid  fum  bcin^over 
and  above  the  fums  ftated  in  the 
accounts  for  pay,  8cc,  including^ 
with  the  addition  of  mm,  all  thofe 

coh- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.       [187 

An  ineffe^aal  attempt  was  , 
made  by  General  Conwajr,  to  ^  ' 
bring  in  a  bill  for  reftoring  peace 
with  America.  The  bill  did  not 
come  fully  up  to  the  idc^s  of  op- 
pofition,  althoueh  it  went  beyond 
thole  of  admimflration;  but  fo 
eager  were  the  former,  as  they  de- 
clared themfelves,  for  taking  up 
any  meafure  which  at  all  tended 
to  that  defirable  event,  and  like- 
wife  coniidering  that  it  might  be^ 
moulded  in  its  progrefs  to  foch  a 
form  as  they  conceived  would  be 
more  adapted  to  its  purpofe,  that 
it  brougRt  out  confideiable  de- 
bates ;  and  upon  a  motion  to  get 
rid  of  it,  without  a  diredl  nega- 
tive, by  calling  the  order  of  the 
day,  they  brought  the  quellion  to 
a  divifion,  in  which  it  was  carried 
againfl  them  by  a  majority  of  1 23, 
to  81. 

Information  having  I'ome  time 
before  been  receive  i  by  tae  oppo- 
fition,  that  on  the  day  of  a  great 
meetingof  theeleclorsof  Weftmin* 
fter,  upon  public  affairs,  at  Weft- 
minfter  hall,  and  where  fcveral  pcr- 
fbns  of  the  ftrft  rank  and  diftinLtion 
in  the  kingdom  attended,  private 
orders  had  been  given  for  :i  large 
body  of  the  military,  particularly 
the  whole,  or  a  part  of  the  3d  regi- 
ment of  guards,  to  be  armed  and 
in  readinefs,  who  were  like  wife 
unufuallv  provitied  with  a  conf;- 
derable  quantity  of  powder  and 
ball,  it  h..u  been  inoic  th^m  once 
taken  notice  of  in  the  lloura  of 
Coramons,  and  brought  out  no 
fiiiall  deo^ree  of  warmth  and  (liarp- 
nefs  of  «);>rervation.  On  the  other 
fide,  the  fad  was  at  firil  denied, 
and  it  'was  aflcrtcd  that  no  fuch 
orders  had  been  given  ;  but  after- 
wards, it  was  partly  acknow- 
ledged, and  attributed  to  the  bufy, 


cofitiAgents  which  we  hare  ftated 
in  thefomer  rdblstioii.^-That  it* 
is  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
that  the  prance  of  incurring  and 
paying  extraordinaries  of  the  army, 
to  U>  large  an  amoant,  without 
cither  explanauon  dr  fatisfadiory 
accoimt,  and  without  the  autho- 
rity of  parliament,  is  not  war- 
ranted by  precedent,  is  a  danee- 
roQs  iavaiion  of  the  rights  of  mis 
hoaff ,  and  one  of  the  grofs  abufes 
in  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
money,  complained  of  in  the  peti- 
tioBs  of  the  people.— That  it  is 
the  opinion  (j>f  this  committee,  that 
the  creation  of  new,  unneceilary, 
or  finecnre  offices  in  the  army, 
with  conildarable  emolnments,  is' 
a  profufion  of  the  public  money, 
and  ihe  more  alarming,  as  it  tends 
to  increafe  the  unconftitutional  in- 
faence  of  the  crown. 

Thefe  motions,  fupported  with 
tjie  ereateft  ability,  and  moft  per- 
fect knowledge  of  the  fubjeft,  by 
the  mover,  drew  out  the  ufual 
courfe  of  debate,  and  upon  the 
liime  ground  which  we  have  here- 
tofore feen  taken,  on  other  at- 
tempts of  enquiry  into  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  American  war.  The 
firft  reiblution  was  rejeAed^J  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  more 
than  ti^'o  to  one ;  the  numbers  be- 
inj  123,  tto  57.— The  fecond  and 
third  refolations  received  a  nega- 
tive without  any  divifion ;  and 
the  fonrth  was  withdrawn.  The 
debates  lafted  till  between  one  and 
two  in  the  morning.  The  mover 
received  great  applaufe  from  fome 
of  the  petitioning  bodies,  as  well 
f^r  the  motions  themfelves,  as  for 
the  labour  and  pcrfeverance  with 
which  he  had  furmounted  the  nu- 
Pierous  difficulties  that  had  ob- 
flruacd  the  coorfe  of  his  enquiries. 
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or  impertiaent  application  of  a 
Weftminller  juftice.  As  that  dc 
fcription  of  men  were  not  held  in 
the  highefVeflimation,  fuch  an  aor 
thority  was  not  at  all  acknow« 
ledgedy  as  any  j unification  of  fo 
extraordinary  a  mcafure.  The  fub- 
jcft  was  however  of  a  nature,  which 
rendered  the  obtaining  of  any  evi- 
dence  on  which  to  proceed  exceed- 
ingly difficult. 

5  ,  This  difficulty  being  at 
^^^'  length  overcome  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Meredith,  he  made  a  motion, 
for  the  proper  officer  to  lay  before 
the  houfe,  a  copy  of  any  requifi* 
tions  made  by  the  civil  magiilrates^ 
and  by  whom,  for  any  of  the  foot 
©r  horfe  guards,  to  be  in  readinefs 
from  the  5  th  to  the  7th  of  April  liilh 

This  motion  brought  out  lome 
exceedingly  warm  animadverfion, 
and  Arong  language ;  (which  at 
this  time  became  more  common 
than  ever)  and  it  was  openly  de- 
clared, that  if  the  people,  legal- 
ly and  conditutionally  aflembled 
upon  their  own  aflairs,  were  to 
be  furrounded  by  bodies  of  armed 
men,  and  thofe  too  of  a  defcrip- 
tion  particularly  inimical  and  dan- 
gerous to  the  conditution  and 
them,  it  was  become  ncceflary, 
that  the  people  fhould  provide  for 
their  own  fecurity,  by  going  effec- 
tually armed  to  fuch  meetings  — 
71ie  ground  of  argument  on  the 
other  fide,  was  the  right  of  the 
civil  magi  (Irate  to  call  in  the  aid 
of  the  military  under  any  appve- 
henfion  of  riot,  and  the  necefiity 
of  that  power  for  the  prefcr\'^ation 
of  the  public  peace.  The  motion 
was  rejct^cd  on  a  divifion,  by  a 
msjorityof  133,  topi. 

The  hpufe  now  began  to  be 
Tery  badly  attended,  as  will  ap- 
(>car  from  the  (Ute  of  divifions. 


The  oommittce  on  the  g  , 
remaining  clauies  of  Mr.  *  *** 
Burke's  ellabltlhment  bill  bein^ 
refumed,  that  for  abolifhing  the 
offices,  of  mailer  of  the  buck 
hounds,  fox-hounds,  and  harrier?, 
was  rejedled  npon  a  divifion,  by  a 
majority  of  75  to  4$. 

The  ciaute  for  enafting,  that 
the  places  of  lientenant  and  en. 
fign,  and  all  other  inferior  ofnces 
belonging  to  the  body  of  yeomen 
of  the  guards,  after  the  determi- 
nation of  thefe  offices  in  the  pre- 
fent  pofTeflbrs,  and  a!fo,  all  com- 
miffion  and  other  offices  belonging 
tp  the  band  of  gentlemen  pen-, 
fioners,  fhould  not  be  fold,  but 
iillt^d  by  officers  of  the  army  and 
naVy  on  half  pay,  and  of  fifteen 
years  fervicc ;  was  agreed  to. 

The  claufe  for  abolifhing  the 
office  of  paynMUlerof  the  penfions» 
and  its  dependencies,  was  rcjedcd 
on  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  79, 
1064. 

The  claufe  againfl  the  private 
payment  of  the  penfions  during 
pleafure,  was  better  attended, 
and  of  courfe  rejeftcd  by  a  greater 
majority;  the  numbers,  upon  a  di- 
vifion, being  115  to  79. 

The  claufe  for  limiting  the  fe« 
cret  fei-vice  money,  was  rejeded 
without  a  divifion. 

The  claufe  for  regulating  the 
order  in  which  payments  were  to 
be  made  to  the  civil  officers  of  the 
fiate,  including  all.  the  orders  of 
the  houfhold,  was  rejected,  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  majority  of^  110 
to  58. 

The  claufe  for  enabling  certain 
fpecified  great  officers,  to  call  the 
feveral  public  accountants  before 
them,  in  a  fummary  way,  and  to 
examine  and  audit  their  accounts, 
was  rejected  by  68  to  3 1  • 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Burke  then  declared,  that 
he  woold  not  divide-thehoitie  up« 
on  any  of  the  remaining  cianfesi 
but  deiired  that  they  might  be 
read  over  and  negatived  as  exi>e« 
ditionfly  as  poffib&»  in  order  tnat 
the  committee  might  bediflblvied» 
and  his  bill  no  lonrer  remain 
either  an  eye-fore  to^btadverfa* 
tits,  nor  am  o^je^  lor  denumd- 
ing  the  tirefome  and  fruhleis  at- 
tendance of  his  ^eitdt«  About 
half  of  the  mendbers  immediately 
4]aitted  the  hoafe  apo«  this  notke; 
but  one  IbHuiy  daafe,  relatives 
the  exchequer,  having  the  fortune 
to  attraft  the  regards  of  the  mi- 
aifter,  he  wished  it  might  be  poil^ 
poned  to  another  day ;  for  though 
he  liked  the  object  extremely,  it 
was  not  drefled  entirely  to  his 
taiis;  upon  which  account,  he 
picfwfcd  that  thexhaiman  fhould 
report  a  pR>gr<^s,  in  order  to  keep 
the  committee  open. 

The  frasner  of  the  bill  replied, 
that  his  patience  and  his  fpirits 
v/ere  both  exhausted;  and  he  re- 
c^netfted  of  the  noble  lord  to  be  fo 
kiikdaDA  mercifol,  as  to  put  an 
end  to  his  futferings,  and  «ega. 
tire  this,  as  he  had  done-the  pre- 
ceding claufes.  His  plan,  if  a- 
dopt««  on  the  large  fcale  on  which 
he  had  laid  it  £wn,  would,  he 
iaid,  hare  faved  to  the  nation, 
dirodly  and  in  its  confisjuences, 
above  .a  million  per  annum  ;  and 
it  was  fcarcely  worth  his  lordfhip's 
while  to  keep  him  any  longer  on 
the  torture,  under  the  preAure  of 
this  unfortuna;te  claufe,  for  any 
tnfiing  fairing  which  it  might  pro- 
duce.—Both  fides  being  obftinate, 
the  queflion  was  brougnt  to  a  di- 
vi/ioa,  which  being  carried  by  the 
mtnider,  the  committee  was  ftill 
kept  open. 


OA  the  following  day,  the  Re- 
corder of  London  moved  a  refoln- 
tion  in  favour  of  the  petitioners, 
amounting  in  fubibnce,  to  the  not 
granting  of  any  farther  fums  of^ 
money  for  the  public  ferviccs,  un- 
til the  grievances  dated  in  the 
petaions  of  the  people  were  re- 
dreii'ed.  Although  he  fupportei 
his  motion  very  ably,  in  a  fpeech 
of  confiderable  length,  and  feem- 
ed  to  be  very  attentively  lill^ned 
tthby  thehottfe,  it  brought  out  no 
manner  of  debate;  for  jufl  as  the 
minitter  had  rifcn  to  reply,  the 
queftion  was  fo  inceifantly  called 
for  by  the  court  party,  that  it  wa^ 
accordingly  ^ut ;  and  the  motion 
was  rcjettcd,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a 
majority  of  89,  to  54. 

The'laft  effort  in  behalf  of  the 
petitioners,  though  going  only  a 
fmall  way  indeed  to  meet  their  ex- 
pectations, was  a  motibn  byMr« 
Dunninjr,  in  the  com-  «.  ^. 
aittee  rf  the  whole  ^'^^  ^^'^ 
houfe  on  the  confideration  of  the 
petitions,  that  their  own  two  rcfo- 
lations  of  the  lothof  April,  fhouid 
be  then  reported.  This  brought 
out  very  warm  debates,  in  which 
nioft  of  the  principal  fpeakfrs 
on  both  fides  took  a  part.  A  mo* 
tion  was  immediately  made  on  the 
other  fide,    for  the  chairman  to 

3 nit  the  chair,  amounting   to  a 
ifiblution  of  the  committee. 
The  qneftion   being    put,    the 
chairman  was  voted   to  quit  the 
chair,  by  a  majority  of  177,   to  ^ 
134. 

While  theft  matters  were  agi- 
tated with  fo  much  warmth  in  and 
out  of  parliament,  and  with  f^ 
many  extraordinary  turns  of  for- 
tune, an  affair  totally  feparate  was 
at  the  fame  time  carried  on,  for 
a  long  time,  with  little  notice; 

but 
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but  which,  in  due  feafon,  broke 
'Out  with  fo  much  fury  and  vio- 
lence, as  entirely  to  bear  down 
all  defigns,  either  for  reforming, 
or  for  ftrengthening  government ; 
and  at  once  overwhelmed  and  bore 
away  before  it  both  majority  and 
minority,  with  an  irrefiltible  tor- 
rent of  popular  fanaticifm  and 
phrenzy. 

Every  body  knows  the  circum- 
fiances,  as  well  as  the  event,  of 
this  Ihameful  and  unhappy  affair* ; 
and  that  Lord  George  Gordon, 
who  had  been  early  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  Scotch  AHbciation 
for  the  fupport  of  the  Proteftant 
Teligion,  was  likewife  appointed 
prelident  to  an  aflbciation  in  Lon- 
don, formed  in  imitation  or  emu- 
lation of  the  former.  The  pub- 
lic fummons  in  the  news-papers, 
by  which  he  affembled  fifty  oriix- 
ty  thoufand  men  in  St.  George's 
Fields,  under  an  idea  of  defend- 
ing the  religion  of  the  country 
againft  imagmary  danger,  by  ac- 
companying the  prefentment,  and 
enforcing  the  matter,  of  a  peti- 
tion to  parliament,  demanding 
the  repeal  of  the  late  law,  which 
aifcrded  fome  relaxation  of  the 
penal  ftatutes  again  It  popery,  are 
likewife  frelh  in  every  body's  me- 
mory. 

•  The  extraordinary  conduft  of 
that  noble  perfon  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  during  the  prefent  M- 
fion,  and  the  frequent  interrup- 
tions which  he  gave  to  the  bufme{s 
of  parliament,  as  well  by  the  un- 
accountable manner  in  which  he 
continually  brought  in  and  treated 


matters  relative  to  religion  andthe 
danger  of  popery,  as  the  caprici 
with  which  he  divided  the  honfe 
upon  queftions,  wherein  he  flood 
nearly  or  entirely  alone,  were  paf- 
fed  over,  along  with  other  fingu«> 
larities  in  his  drefs  and  manner, 
rather  as  fubjeAs  of  pleafantry, 
than  of  ferions  notice  or  reprehen*- 
fion.  Even  when  he  involved  mat- 
ters of  ftate  with  thofe  of  religion 
in  a  flxange  kind  of  language, 
boaAing  that  he  was  at  the  head  of 
1 20,000  able  men  in  Scotland,  who 
would  quickly  remedy  their  own 
grievances  if  they  were  not  other^ 
wife  redrefTed,  and  little  lefs  than 
holding  out  defh-odion  to  the 
crown  and  govemmeat,  unlefs  full 
fecurity  was  given' to  the  aflbcia^ 
tions  in  both  countries,  againfl 
thofe  imminent  dangers  with 
which  they  were  immediately 
thfvatened  by  popery.  Such  things, 
and  oihers,  if  poffible,  ftill  more 
extraordinary,  were  only  treated 
merely  as  obje^  of  laughter.  It 
is,  however,  poffible,  that  thh 
carelefTnefs,  or  complacence  in  the 
hoafe,  was  at  length  carrkd  toofar. 
Befides  the  advertifements  and 
re folu tions,  the  inflammatory  ha- 
rangue of  the  prefident  at  the  pre- 
ceding meeting  of  the  Prote&ant 
AfTociation,  was  publifhed  in  the 
news-papers,  and  was  full  of  mat- 
ter which  might  well  have  excited 
the  moft  inftant  attention  and 
alarm.  In  that  piece,  the  prefi- 
dent informs  his  enthufialHc  ad- 
herents,  among  other  extraordi- 
nary matter.  That,  tor  his  part, 
he  would  run  ali  hazards  with  the 


*  For  a  particular  detail,  and,  we  fuppofe,  as  far  as  it  extends^  toleriUy  au- 
thentic account,  ot  this  whole  ai!\ur,  fee  the  Appendix  to  the  Clironicle,  page 
254>»  of  our  prdent  Vdlume. 
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btople;  and  if  the  people  were  too 
lokewann  to  run  all  hazards  with 
Jiini,  when  their  confcience  and 
their  country  called  them  forth, 
they  might  set  another  prefidcnt ; 
for  he  would  tell  them  candidly, 
that  he  was  not  a  lukewarm  man 
himfelf^  and  that  if  they  meant  to 
fpend  their  time  in  mock  debate 
and  idle  oppofition,    they   might 
get  another  leader.      He   after- 
wards declared,  that  if  he  was  at- 
tended  by  lefs  than  20,000  men 
on  the  appointed  day,  he  would 
not  present   their  petition ;    and 
he  gave  orders,  nnder  the  appear- 
ance of  a  motion,  for  the  manner 
in  which  -they   fhould  be    mar- 
ihalled  in   St.  George's   Fields  ; 
appointing    that  they   fhould  be 
formed  in  four  bodies,    three  of 
them  regulated  by  the  refpeftive 
boandanes  of  the  great  divifions 
of  the  metropolis  ;  and  the  fourth 
compoied  entirely  of  his  own  par- 
ticolar  countrymen.     To  prevent 
miftakes,    the  whole  were   to  be 
dillinguiihed  by  blue  cockades. — 
if  this  were  not  fufiicient  to  aronze 
the  attention  of  government.  Lord 
George    Gordon   gave  notice  to 
the  Hoafe  of  Commons  on   the 
Tuefday,  that  the  petition  would 
be  pcefented  on    the    following 
Friday  ;  and  that  the  whole  body 
of  Proteilant  afTociators,  were  to 
affemble  in  St.  George's  Fields, 
in  order  to  accompany  their  peti- 
tion to  the  hoafe. 

Thcfe  notices  ought  to  have 
given  a  more  ferious  alarm  than 
they  feem  to  have  done  to  govern- 
ment. The  oppoiition  afterwards 
charged  them  with  little  lefs  th?,n 
a  meditated  encouragement  to  this 
fanatic  tumult,  in  order  to  dii- 
countenance  the  afTociations  which 
had  more  ferious  objeds  in  view  ; 


and  to  render  odions  and  con- 
temptible all  popular  interpoiition 
in  affairs  of  ftate.  They  remind- 
ed them  of  their  aftivity  in  giv- 
ing orders  to  hold  the  military  in 
readinefs  on  a  peaceable  meeting 
in  Weftminfter  Hall ;  and  their 
utter  negled  of  the  declared  and 
denounced  violence  of  this  fort  of 
people. 

The  alarming  cry  againft  Po- 
pery, with  the  continual  invec- 
tive and  abufe,  which  they  dif* 
feminated  through  news-papers, 
pamphlets,  and  fermons,  by  de- 
grees drew  over  to  a  meeting,  ori- 
ginally  fmall  and  obfcurc,  a  num- 
ber of  well-meaning  people  from 
the  various  clafies  of  Proteftants^ 
who  fericully  apprehended  their 
religion  to  be  in  danger.  Thus, 
however  deficient  they  were  in 
point  of  conlideration,  being,  for 
the  far  greater  part,  poor  and  i?;- 
norant  people,  many  of  whom 
could  not  write  their  names,  they 
•became  formidable  with  refped  to 
numbers.  It  is,  however,  to  be 
at  all  times  remembered,  that  the 
conduct  of  thefe  affociators  was 
.not  more  execrated,  than  the  in- 
tolerant principle,  to  which  they 
owed  their  union  and  action,  was 
condemned,  by  the  found  aud 
eminent  divines,  both  of  the  en.i- 
blifhed  church  and  of  the  Diilcn- 
ters. 

The  grand  divifions    *  t 

of  the  affociators,  being  ^ 
drawn  off  by  different  routes  from 
the  rendezvous  in  St.  George's 
Fields,  filled  the  ways,  throuc»h 
which  they  marched  in  ranks,  uivh 
a  multitude  which  excited  won- 
der and  alarm.  Having  arrived 
at  the  place  of  their  dcianaiion, 
and  filled  up  all  the  iirccts  ani 
avenues  to  both  houfes,   they  be- 
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gan  the  exercifc  of  the  new  aa-» 
Siority  derived  from  their  num- 
bers, only  by  compelling  the 
members  as  they  came  down,  to 
cry  out  no  Popery,  to  wear  bine 
cockades,  and  feme,  as  it  is  faid, 
Co  take  an  oath  to  contribute  all 
in  their  power  to  the  repeal  of  the 
new  law,  or  as  they  called  it  the 
Popery  Aft.     But  upon  the  ap- 

?:arance  of  the  Archbilhop  of 
ork,  and  other  of  the  prelates 
and  court  lords,  their  rage  and 
.violence  was  increafed  to  the 
highcft  pitch.  During  this  dread- 
ful tumult,  which  continued  with 
more  or  lefs  interruption  for  fome 
ik>urs,  the  Archbifhop,  the  Duke 
of  Northumberland,  the  Lord  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Council,  with  feve- 
ral  others  of  the  nobility,  in- 
cluding moft  or  all  of  the  lords 
in  office,  were  treated  with 
the  greateft  indignities.  The 
Bi/hop  of  Lincoln,  in  particular, 
moft  narrowly  cicaped  with  his 
life  ;  firft  by  being  fuddenly  can- 
ried  into  a  houfe  upon  the  demo* 
Htioa  of  his  carriage  ;  and  then 
being  as  expeditioufly  led  through, 
and  over  its  top,  into  anothei. 
Lord  Stormont's  life  was  likewife 
•in  the  moft  imminent  danger ; 
and  he  was  only  reicued,  after 
being  half  an  hour  in  their  hands, 
by  the  prefence  of  mind  and  ad- 
drefs  of  a  gentleman  who  happen- 
ed to  be  in  the  crowd. 

It  would  be  impoftible  to  de- 
fcribe  the  aftoniihment,  fen£e  of 
degradation,  horror,  and  difmay, 
which  prevailed  in  both  houfes. 
Attempts  were  twice  made  to  force 
their  doors ;  and  were  repelled  by 
the  firmncfs  and  refolution  of 
their  door  keepers  and  other  offi- 
cers* In  this  fcenc  of  terror  and 
danger,  the  refolution  and  fpirit, 
with  which  a  young  clergyman. 


who  afted  as  affiflant  or  fubititnte 
to  the  Chaplain  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  rebuked  the  outrage 
of  the  mob,  and  told  their  }ead« 
er,  in  their  prefence,  that  he  was 
anfwerable  for  all  the  blood  that 
would  be  (bed,  and  all  the  other 
fatal  confequences  that  might  en- 
fue,  merited  iibme  other  reward 
befides  mere  applaufe. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  author^ 
mover,  and  leader  of  the  fedition, 
having  obtained  leave  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  to  bring  up  the  pcti« 
tion,  afterwards,  moved  for  its  be. 
ing^  taken  into  immediEte  confi- 
deration.  This  brought  oat  fomc 
debate,  and  the  rioters  being  in 
poiTeftion  of  the  lobby,  the  houfe 
were  kept  confined  for  feveral 
hoars,  before  they  could  divide 
upon  the  qaeftion.  The  impedi« 
ment  being  at  length  removed  by 
the  arrival  of  the  magiftrates  ank 
guards,  the  queftion  was  reje£led> 
upon  a  diviiion,  by  a  majority 
of  192,  to  {ix  only,  by  whom  it 
was  fupported.  During  this  time. 
Lord  George  Gordon  frequently 
went  out  to  the  top  of  the  gallery 
ft  airs,  from  whence  he  harangued 
the  rioters,  telling  them  what 
pafted  in  the  houie ;  that  their 
petition  would  be  poftponcd  ; 
that  he  did  not  like  delays  ;  and 
repeating  aloud,  >he  names  of 
gentlemen,  who  had  oppofed  the 
taking  it  iqto  coniiderauon  under 
their  prcfcnt  circumftances ;  thus^ 
in  faA,  hokiing  them  ont  as  ob- 
noxious pcrfons  and  enemies,  co 
a  law  Ids  and  defperatc  banditti. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  have 
been  much  cenAired,  for  the  want 
of  refolution  and  fpirit,  in  not 
immediately  committing,  upon 
the  arrival  of  the  guards  at  night, 
'  their  own  member  to  the  Tower, 
who  had  by  fo  ihameful  a  viola- 
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tion  cf  their  privileges,  involved 
them  ID  a  icene  of  fuch  Unequalled 
danger  and  difgl-ace.  It  has  even 
been  fkid  that  a  meafure  of  fuch 
\2gour,  might  have  prevented  all 
the  horrid  fcenes  of  conHagration» 
plunder,  military  daughter,  and 
civil  execution^  that  afterwards 
took  place.  And  it  has  been  ar- 
gued, from  the  paffive  condudl  of 
the  mob  fome  ycafs  ago,  upon  the 
committal  of  the  Lord  Mayor 
Cro&y,  and  of  Alderman  Oliver 
to  the  Tower,  that  it  would  not 
have  been  attended  with  any  ill 
confequence* 

It  is,  however,  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  danger  is  confidercd 
in  a  very  different  manner,  by 
thofe  who  are  entirely  6ut  of  its 
reach,  and  even  by  the  fame  per- 
fons,  under  Its  immediate  im- 
prclHon.  The  circumftances  were 
Jlkcwife  widely  and  efientially  dif- 
fv-Tcnt.  Religious  mobs  are  at  all 
times  infinitely  more  dangerous 
and  cruel,  than  thofe  which  arife 
on  civil  or  political  occafions. 
What  country  has  not  groaned, 
under  the  outrages  and  horrors 
of  fanaticifni?  Or  where  have 
they  ever  been  quelled  but  in 
blood  ?  This  mob  was  much  more 
powerful  and  numerou.?,  as  well 
as  dangerous^  than  any  other  in 
remembrance.  The  force  of  the 
aflbciators,  was  on  that  day^  whole 
and  entire,  which  it  never  was 
after.  The  intenfe  heat  of  the 
weather,  which  neceflarily  iii- 
cre'afed  their  inebriation,  added 
fire  to  their  religious  fury;  and 
rendering  them  equally  fcarlefs 
and  cfoel,  no  bounds  could  have 
been  prefcribed  to'  their  enormi- 
ties. 

The  fitftatlorf  of  the  lords  was 
liill  worfe  than  that  of  the  com- 
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mdns.  Befides  that  the  malice  of* 
the  rioters  was  pointed  more  that 
way,  they  were  not  under  the 
reftraintofanyappUcatior  to  them 
for  redrefsi  The  appearance  of 
the  lords  who  had  paflcd  through 
their  hands,  every  thing  about 
them  in  diforder,  and  their  cloaths 
covered  with  dirt,  threw  a  grc- 
tefquc  air  of  ridicule  upon  the 
whole,  which  fcemcd  to  heighten 
the  calamity.  A  propofal  v^as 
made  to  carry  out  the  mace  ;  but 
it  was  apprehended,  that  perad* 
venture  it  might  rever  return.—^ 
In  a  wordi  fo  difgraceful  a  day 
was  never  beheld  before  by  a  Bri- 
tifh  parliament; 

In  the  midft  of  the  corifufiori 
fome  angry  debate  arofe,  the 
lords  in  oppofitiori  charging  the 
minillers,  with  being  themfelves 
the  original  caufe  of  all  the  mif- 
chiefs,  that  had  already  or  might 
happen,  by  their  fcandalous  and 
cowardly  conctffiotis  to  the  rioters 
in  Scotland ;  arid  at  the  fame  time 
calling  them  loudly  to  account,- 
for  not  having  provided  for  the 
prefent  evil,  of  which  they  had  fo 
much  prcvioiis  notice,  by  having 
the  civil  power  in  readinefs  for  its 
prevention  .^-iTo^  this  it  y/a.s  an* 
fwered  by  a  noble  carl  in  high 
office,  that  orders  had  been  given 
on  the  preceding  day  fof  the  at- 
tendance of  the  magiftrates ;.  but 
two  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  way,  being  fent 
for  and  examined ^  declared  thtty 
had  neither  heard  of  rior  rcccivci 
any  fuch  orders. 

Before  the  riAng  of  the  Houfe 
of  Gammons;  feveral  parties  of 
the  rioters  had  filed  off,  arid  pro> 
ceeded  to  the  demolitiorl  of  the 
chapels  belonging  to  the  Sardi- 
nian and  Bavarian  miniHers. 
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.  The  commons  adjourned  to  the 
6th ;  but  the  lords  met  on  the 
following  day,  and  agreed  to  a 
motion  for  an  addrefs  made  by 
the  Lord  Prefident,  requeuing  his 
majefty  to  give  immediate  orders 
for  profecuting,  in  the  moft  efFec- 
tUvil  manner,  the  authors,  abet- 
tors, and  inftruments,  of  the  out- 
rages committed  on  the  preceding 
day,  both  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
houfcs  of  parliament,  and  upon 
the  hoafes  and  chapels  of  feveral 
of  the  foreign  mini  iters. 

•  On  the  6th, -above  200  mem- 
bers  of  the  Houlc  of  Commons 

'  had  the  courage,  notwithftanding 
the  dreadful  conflagrations  and 
mifchiefs  of  the  two  preceding 
nights,  the  deftrudion  threaten- 
ed to  feveral  of  themfelves  in  their 
perfons  and  houfes,  aj^d  which 
had  already  fallen  upon  the  hcufc 
of  Sir  George  Saville,  in  Leicefter 
Fields,  to  make  their  way  through 
the  vail  crov.'ds  which  filled  the 
ftreets,  and  which  were  interlac- 
ed and  fnrrounded,  by  large  de- 
tachments of  the  military  on  foot 
and  on  horfeback.  They  found 
Weflminfter  Hall  and  the  ave- 
nues to  the  houfe  lined  with  fol- 
dicrs ;  upon  which  a  celebrated 
member  obfervcd  in  his  fpeech, 
bewailing  the  deplorable  fituation 
to  which  parliament  was  reduced, 
that  they  had  a  bludgeoned  mob 
waiting  for  them  in  the  flrcet, 
and  a  military  force  with  fixed 
bayonets  at  their  doors,  in  order 
to  fupport  and  prcferve  the  free- 
dom of  debate. 

They,  however,  paflcd  fome 
refolutions ;  one  being  an  aP/er- 
tion  of  their  own  privileges  ;  the 
fecond,    for   a  committee  to   cn- 

•  quire  into  the  late  and  prcfcnt 
outrages,  and  for  the  dircov;rry  cf 


their  aathorsji  promoters  and  a-, 
bettors ;  the  third,  for  a  profccu- 
lion  by  the  Attorney  General  ; 
and  the  fourth,  an  addrefs  to  his 
majefly  for  the  reimburfemcnt  of 
the  foreign  miniflers,  to  the 
amount  of  the  damages  they  had 
fullained  by  the  rioters.  Another 
refolution  was  moved  by  the  mini- 
fler  and  agreed  to,  for  proceeding 
immediately,  when  the  pre  fen  t 
tumults  were  fubfided,  to  take 
into  due  con fi deration- the  peti- 
'tions  from  many  of  his  majeily's 
Proteftant  fubjefts.  Intelligence 
being  received  of  the  conflagra- 
tions which  were  commenced  in 
the  city,  it  threw  every  thing  into 
new  confufion,  and  i  hafly  ad- 
journment took  place« 

Some  of  the  lords  Hkewife  met ; 
but  the  impropriet}'  of  their  pro- 
ceeding upon  any  public  bufinefs 
in  the  preient  ftate  of  tumult,  and 
furrcunded  by  a  military  force, 
being  taken  into  cbnfideration, 
and  an  account  arriving  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  firll  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  in  his  way  to  the 
houfe,  had  been  fet  upon,  wound- 
ed,  and  his  life  only  critically 
faved  by  the  military,  they  ad- 
journed to  the  ipih. 
'•  Never*  did  the  metropolis,  in 
any  known  age,  exhibit  fuch  a 
dreadful  fpciTiacle  of  calamity  and 
horror,  or  experience  fuch  real 
danger,  terror  and  diftrefs,  as  on 
the  following  day  and  night.  ^  ^  , 
It  is  faid,  that  it  was  beheld^ '^ 
blazing  in  thirty-fix  different  parts 
from  one  fpot.  Some  of  thefc 
conflagrations  were  of  fuch  a  mag- 
nitude as  to  be  truly  tremendous- 
Of  thcfe,  the  great  jail  of  New- 
gate, the  King's  Bench  prifbn, 
the  new  Bridewell  in- Si.  Gc<jrge's 
Fieidb,  the  Fleet  prifon>  and  the 

houfes 


Digitized  Jjy 


Google 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE,     [•ip^ 


Kottfes  and  great  diftilieties  of  Mr* 
Langdale  in  Holborn,  where  the 
yaft  qaantit/  of  fpirituous  liquors 
increafed  the  violence  of  the  flames 
to  a  degree  of  which  no  adequate 
conception  can  be  formed,  pre* 
tented  fpe^lacles  of  the  moft  dread- 
ful  nature*  The  houfes  of  moft 
of  the  Roman  Catholiclcs  were 
marked  ;  and  generally  deftroyed 
or  burned ;  as  well  as  thofc  of  the 
few  magilirates  who  fhewtfd  any 
aflivity  ,in  repreffing  thofe  tu--- 
mults.  The  outrages  grew  far 
more  violent  and  general  after 
the  breaking  open  of  the  prifons. 

The  attacks  made  that  day  upon 
the  bank,  rouzed  the  whole  adi- 
vity  of  government.  Great  bo- 
dies of  forces  had  for  fome  time 
been  collefting  from  all  parts. 
Thcv  were  at  length  employed, 
and  brought  on  the  cataftrophe  of 
that  melancholy  night  which  fol- 
lowed. Strong  detachments  of 
troops  bdlng  fent  into  the  city, 
and  the  attempts  on  the  bank 
and  other  places  renewed,  a  car- 
nage, then  inevitable,  enfued,  in 
which  a  great  number  of  lives 
were  loft.  Nothing  could  be" 
more  difmal  than  that  night. 
Thofe  who  were  on  the  fpot,  or 
in  the  vicinity  fay,  that  the  pre- 
fent  darknefs,  the  gleam  of  the 
diftant  fires,  the  dreadful  fhouts, 
in  different  quarters,  of  the  rio* 
ters,  the  groans  of  the  dying,  and 
the  heavy  regular  platoon  firing 
of  the  foldiers,  formed,  all  toge- 
ther, a  fcene  fo  terrific  and  tre- 
mendous, as  no  deficription  or 
even  imagination  could  poffibly 
reach - 

The  metropolis  prcfented  T>p 
the  follov/ing  day,  in  many 
places,  the  image  of  a*  xity  re- 
cently ftormed  and  facked;    all 


buiinefs  at  an  end,  houfes  and 
/hops  fhut  ujp,  the  Royal  Ex- 
change, public  buildings  and 
flreets,  pofTeflTcd  and  occupied  by 
the  troops,  fmoaking  and  burning 
ruins,  with  a  dreadful  void  and 
filence,  in  fcenes  of  the  gr:*ateil 
hurry,  noife,  and  bufinefs. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  ^  , 
met  on  the  following  day  ;  * 
but  althouic^h  the  rioters  were  en- 
tirely quelled,  it  was  immf^UiatcIy 
noticed  that  thecityof  WeHminller 
was  under  martial  law,  and  they 
accordingly  adjourned  to  the  loth. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day^ 
Lord  George  Gordon  was  taken 
into  cuftody,  at  his  houfe  in  Wei- 
beck  Street,  and  conveyed  to  the 
Horfe  Guards ;  and^  after  a  long 
examination  before  feveral  lords 
of  the  privy  council,  he  was  be 
tween  nine  and  ten  in  the  evening 
conduced  (under  the  Ilrongeft 
guard  that  was  ever  known  to  at- 
tend any  ftate  prifoner)  to  the 
Tower,  where  he  was  committed 
to  clofe  confinement. 

The  meeting  ^J'par-  ,  .  ..l 
liament,afiert^iscom-  J""^  ^9^h. 
pelled  recefs,  was  opened  by  a 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  in  which 
notice  was  takpn,  that  the.  out- 
rages committed  by  bands  of  def- 
perate  and  abandoned  men,  broke 
forth  with  fuch  violence  into  afts 
of  felony  and  treafon,  had  fo  far 
overborne  all  civil  authority,  and 
threatened  fo  diredlly  the  imme- 
diate fubvcriion  of  all  legal  pow- 
er, the  deflrudion  of  all  proper- 
ty, and  the  confufion  of  every 
order  in  the  ftate,  thathis  majefty 
found  himfelf  obliged,  by  every 
tie.  of  duty  arid  afFc^lion  to  his 
people,  to  fapprefs,  in  every  part, 
thofe  rebellious  infurrcftions,  and 
to  provide  for  the  public  fafety, 
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by  the  mod  cffeAual  and  imme-  it  was  replied,  that  the  fervices 
diate  application  of  the  force  en-  were  fo  numerous,  and  the  applU 
trufted  to  him  by  parliament.  cations   fo  continual,    and    froi 

They  were  informed  that  pro- 
per orders  had  been  given,  for 
oringing  the  authors,  abettors, 
and  perpetrators  of  thofe  in  fur- 
red^lons,  and  of  fuch  criminal 
afls,  to  fpecdy  trial,  and  to  fuch 
condign  puniihment,  as  the  laws 
prefcribed,  and  the  vindication  of 
public  juftice  demanded.  His 
majcfty  concluded,  that  though 
he  trulled  it  was  not  neceflary, 
yet  he  thought  it  ri^ht  at  that 
time,  to  renew  his  folemn  aflur- 
ances  to  them,  .that  he  had  no 
other  objedl  but  to  make  the  laws 
of  the  realm,  and  the  principles 
of  our  excellent  conllitution  in 
church  and  ftate,  the  rule  and 
meafure  of  his  conduCl ;  and  that 
he  fliould  ever  confider  it  as  the 
fir  ft  duty  of  his  ftation,  and  the 
chief  glory  of  his  reign,  to  main- 
tain and  preferve  the  cftabliOied 
religion  of  his  kingdom,  and,  as 
far  as  in  him  lay,  to  fecure  and 
to  perpetuate  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  his  people. 

This  fpcech  was  generally  ap- 
proved of  on  all  jides,  and  the 
cuftomapy  addreffes  carried  with- 
out opppfition.  Some  animad- 
verfion,  however,  pafTed  in  both 
houfes,  and  no  fm^ll  degree  of 
cenfure  was  thrown  upon  the  con- 
du6l  of  adminiftration,  with  re- 
fpe£t  to  the  late  difturbances; 
^  the  mifchicfs  that  had  happened, 
and  all  the  unhappy  confequences 
that  might  cnfue,  being  di really 
charged  to  their  negleft,  in  not 
calling  forth  the  civil  power  in 
time,  and 'to  their  delay,  in  not 
employing  the  military  until  it 
was  too  late. — To  the  fall  charge. 


cations  fo  continual,  and  from 
fuch  various  quarters,  for  protec- 
tion or  afliftance,  as  the  apprehcn- 
fions  or  danger  of  the  people  in- 
creafed,  that  the  troops  at  hand 
were  not  half  fufficient  to  anfwer 
the  demands,  until  the  arrival  of 
the  regulars  and  militia  from  the 
country. 

The  following  day  brought  on 
in  a  committee  of  the  whole  noufe, 
the  coniideration  of ^  the  feveral 
petitions,  praying  for  a  repeal  of 
the  late  bill,  which  had  been  made 
the  occ^iion  of  fo  much  mifchief. 
No  repeal  was  propofed  upon  thofe 
petitions.  No  evil  had  adually 
happened  from  the  relaxation  of 
the  fmgle  penal  law  which  had 
been  relaxed ;  and  tlie  confe- 
'  qucnces  apprehended  from  it,  were 
confidered  as  weak  and  vifionary. 
There  was  rather  much  difcourfc 
than  debate  upon  the  fubjedt, 
very  little  having  besn  faid  on 
the  of  the    petitions.      The 

qucflion  was,  however,  folemnly, 
and  very  largely  fpoke  to,  and 
with  the  greatcft  eloquence.  The 
chief  fpcakers  were  Lord  North, 
Lord  Beauchamp,  Sir  George 
Sarille,  Mr.  Wilkes,  Mr.  Burke, 
and  Mr.  Fox.  The  two  latter 
fpbke  for  three  hours  each.  For 
the  fir  ft  time  they  all  fpoke  on 
the  fame  fide ;  and  fupported  the 
doctrine  of  toleration,  on  grounds 
much  larger  than  thofe  on  which 
the  bill  complained  of  Hood. 

In  order,  nowever,  to  quiet  the 
minds,  and  to  remove  the  apprc- 
henfions,  of  fuch  well  meaning, 
but  ill  informed  perfons,  as  might 
be  among  the  petitioners>  refolu- 
tlons    to   the   following   purport 
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wett  moved  for  by  Lord  Beau- 
champ,  agreed  to  by  the  commit- 
tee, and  confirmed  by  the  houfe. 

That  the  effcft  and  operation  of 
the  aft  paffed  in  the  i8th  pf  his 
prefent  majefty,  for  relieving  his 
fubjefts  profeffingthe  Popifh  reli- 
gion from  certaui  penalties  anJ 
difabilities,  impofed  on  them  by 
an  ad  of  the  1 1  th  and  1 2th  of 
William  the  Third,  have  been 
niifreprefentcd,  and  mifundcr- 
atood. 

That,  thefaidafl,  of  the  i8th 
of  his  prefent  majefty,  does  not 
repeal  or  alter,  or  in  any  manner 
invalidate  or  render  inefiedual, 
the  fcveral  ftatutes  made  to  pro- 
hibit the  exercife  of  the  Popilh 
religion,  previous  to  the  flatute  of 
the  nth  and  12th  of  William  the 
Third. 

That,  no  eccleiiaflical  or  fpiri- 
tual  jurifdi^on  or  authority  is 
given,  by  the  faid  aft,  to  the 
Pope  or  the  See  of  Rome. 

That,  this  houfe  does,  and 
ever  will,  watch  over  the  interefts 
of  the  Proteftant  religion  with  the 
moA  unremitted  attention ;  and 
that  all  attempts  to  feduce  the 
youth  of  this  kingdom  from  the 
eilablifhcd  church  to  Popery,  aye 
highly  criminal  according  to  the 
laws  in  force,  ajid  are  a  proper 
fubjeft  of  further  regulation. 

And,  that  all  endeavours  to 
difquiet  the  minds  of  the  people, 
by  mifreprcfenting  the  faid  a6t  of 
tiie  1 8th  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
prefent  majefty,  as  inconfiftent 
with  the  fafety,  or  irreconcilcable 
to  the  principles  of  the  Proteftant 
religion,  have  a  manifeft  tendency 
10  difturb  the  public  peace,,  to 
break  the  union  neceftary  at  this 
time,  to  bring  dilhonour  on  the 
national^  ch^r^^er^    to    difcredit 


the  Proteftant  religion  in  the  eyes 
of  other  nations,  and  to  furnilli 
occaiion,  for  the  renewal  of  the 
perfecution  of  our  Proteftant  bre- 
thren in  other  countries. 

On  the  fame  principle,  of  af- 
fording fatisfaftion  to,  and  quitt- 
ing the  minds  of  thofe,  who  had 
been  mifled  by  error  and  mifre- 
prefentation,  a  bill  was  brought 
m,  (though  otherwife  generally 
thought  unncceflary)  and  paiTed 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  af- 
fording fecurity  to  the  Proteftant 
religion  from  any  encroachments 
of  Popery,  by  more  efFeftually  rc- 
ftraimng  Papifts,  or  perfons  pro- 
fefling  the  Popilh  religion,  from 
teaching,  or  taking  upon  theai- 
felves  the  education  or  govern- 
ment of  the  children  of  Protc- 
ftants. 

A  letter  which  had  been  writ- 
ten during  the  late  difturbanccs, 
by  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  army,  and  confirmed  by  others 
of  a  fubfequent  date,  containing 
orders  to  the  officer  who.  com- 
manded the  military  forces  in  the 
city  of  London,  to  difarm  all 
perfons,  who  did  not  Tjelong  to 
the  militia,  or  who  did  not  <^arry 
them  under  the  royal  authority  ; 
this  me:*furc,  being  confidered  a9 
contrary  to  the  natural  rights  of 
mankind,  as  well  as  to  the  exprefs 
law  of  the  land,  it  gave  no  fmall 
umbrage  without  doors,  and  be- 
came a  fubjeft  of  fome  animad^ 
verfion  within.  It  likewife  occa- 
iioncd  fome  confulion  in  the  city, 
where  the  inhabitants  were  afib- 
ciating  and  arming  for  mutual 
defence,  under  the  conduft  of 
their  rcfpedive  maeiftratcs ;  and 
became  the  grouna  of  a  corre- 
fpondencc,  which  has  been  pub- 
lifhed;    hjctween  the  chief  magi- 
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2 1  ft. 


flrate,  ^and  the  llord  Prefidcnt  of 
the  council. 

This  matter  was  taken 
up  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  at 
whofc  motion  (after  feme  ani- 
madverfion  on  the  fubjefl  on  a 
preceding  day)  the  letters  in 
quellion,  the  plan  of  an  aflbcia- 
tion  by  -the.  Lord  Mayor,  and  the 
declaratioQ  of  rights  in  the  id  oP 
William  and  Mary,  were  all  read. 
The  Duke  of  Richmond  then  ob- 
fcrvf  d,  that  thofe  letters  were  de- 
poilted  in  the  public  archives; 
that  they  would  defcend  to  pofte- 
rity  a  moft  alarming  precedent,  of 
^  moft  violent  and  unwarrantable 
.  inSingemcnt  of  the  conftitution, 
if  no  refolution  of  ccnfure  and 
difapprobation  was  entered  on  the 
records  of  parliament.  He  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  noble 
lord's  intention :  his  intention 
might  be  perfeftly  innocent,  nay, 
it  might  be  laiidable.  But  the 
letter  of  the  order  was  dangerous ; 
future  advantage  might  be  taken 
of  it  to  the  deftrudion  of  our 
freedom,  and  therefore  it  was 
that  he  anxioufly  wiftied,  their 
lordpiipe  to  come  to  fome  refo.- 
lution  upon  the  fubjccl. 

He  accordingly  moved  a  refo- 
lution to  the  following  purport, 
That  the  letter  of  Jeifery  Lord 
Amherft,  dated  the  13  th  of  June, 
to  Colonel  Twifleton,  then  com- 
manding an  armed  force  in  the 
city  of  London,  in  which  he  or* 
ders  him  to  difarm  the  inhabi- 
tants, who  had  armed  thcmfelvcs 
for  the  defence  of  their  lives  and 
properties,  and  likewife  to  detain 
their  arms,  contained  an  an  war* 
ran  table  command  to  deprive  the 
citizens  of  their  legal  property  j 
was  cxprefsly  contrary  to  the  fun- 


damental principles  of  the  coniH- 
tution,  and  a  violation  of  one  of 
their  moft  fecred  rjghts,  as  declar- 
ed in  the  2d  of  William  and  Mary, 
that  every  Proteftant  fubjeft  of 
this  empire  is  entitled  to  carry  arms 
in  his  own  defence. 

The  .noble  lord  who  was  the 
fubjeft  of  the  propofed  I'efolution, 
had,  upon  the  firft  mention  of  the 
affair,  juftified  the  letter,  by  fay- 
ing it  related  only  to  the  mob, 
and  the  riotous  rabble,  who,  he 
had  received  information,  were 
pofTeffed  of  jirelocks ;  that  he  had 
done  his  duty,  and  was  ready  to 
abide  the  confequences.  But  this 
juftification  not  being  admitted  on 
the  other  fide,  who  contended 
that  it  was  totally  overthrown, 
by  the  word  inhnhitants  in  the  firft 
letter,  and  the  explanations  rela- 
tive to  the  armea  affociations  in 
the  fucceeding,  new  grounds  of 
vindication  or  defence  were  taken 
by  the  minifters  upon  the  making 
of  this  motion. 

They  faid,  that  while  they  al- 
lowed the  right  of  Proteftant 
Englillimen  to  arm,  whether  in 
defence  of  their  own  pcrfons  and 
houfes,  or  thofe  of  their  neigh- 
bours, they  muft  confider  a  wide 
dift"erence  oetween  their  adting  in 
this  defenfive  mrjincr,'  for  the  im- 
mediate proteftion  of  their  per- 
fons  and  properties,  and  their  af- 
fembling  armed  in  bodies,  and 
marching  out  in  martial  array  j 
the  firft  was  clearly  juftifiab'le, 
bccaufe  neceftary ;  the  latter  might 
lead  to  many  dangerous  confe'- 
quenccs.  That  it  was  not  eafy, 
even  now,  to  look  back  with  an 
equal  and  comppfed  mindj  or  in- 
deed without  confiderable  emo- 
tion, to  thofe  dreadful  difturb-»  *• 
aaces  I   what  then  muft  it  have 
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hten,  in  the  tnidft  of  that  fcea^ 

of  outragCj  danger,  and  confu* 
/ion.  It  was  In  the  wild  uproar 
and  confufion  of  that  fcene,  that 
the  Aoble  lord  gave  the  order. 
The  meafure  waf  prompted  .by  the 
fpur  of  the  occafi()n.  The  Hdf^f- 
fity  and  occaiion,  sa  in  number- 
lersinftaaces,  muA  juftify  ;he  a6l. 
Ic  was  not  to  be  conceived^  that  in 
the  iituation  i«  which  the  noble 
lord  was  engaged,  he  could  pay 
sice  attention  to  his  expreiiions ; 
or  that  a  man  educated  in  dtA 
field,  (hould  be  acquainted  with 
all  the  privileges  of  the  tull  of 
rights. 

But  the  c^pofition  contended, 
that  there  was  no  weight  In  the 
argument,  that  the  letter  was 
written  in  a  ftate  of  Iturry  and 
confufion;  for  the  date  ihewed, 
that  k  had  been  written  fcveral 
days, after  the  dillurbance  and 
danger  were  over.  It  was  there- 
fore to  be  con&dered  as  a  meafure 
taken  upon  due  deliberation  i  and 
it  was  of  too  fesiotts  and  alarming 
a  nature,  to  be  palTed  over  with- 
out the  notice  of  parliaiaent.. 
They  therefore  urged,  and  eveo 
ruppllcated  the  houie,  not  to  per'- 
fliit  fuch  a  letter  to  defcend  a^  a 
record  and  precedent  to  pofterity, 
without  fome  mark  of  their  difap- 
probation  ;  at  any  rate,  they  feid, 
a  direct  negative  would  be  highly 
impolitic. '  They  ought  at  leaft  to 
take  fome  gentle  method  of  difpo- 
fing  of  the  proportion ;  and  to 
leave  fomething,  however  lenient, 
on  their  journals,  which  might 
prove  an  antidote  to  the  poifon. 

The  queflion  was,  however,  ne- 
gatived, without  a  divifion.  Two 
motions  on  the  fame  ground  were 
made  by  Mr.  Sawbridge,  a  few 
days  after,  in  the  Houle  of  Com* 


ffloiis,  where  they  met  with  a  ftmi- 
lar  fate. 

On  bringing  up  the  bill  for  thf 
regulation  of  Popiih  ichools  froni 
the  Houfc  of  Commons,  the  lords 
in  general,  including  the  right 
reverend  bench,  appeared  much 
on  the  fide  of  toleration ;  and  in- 
deed fonve  of  the  peers,  fpirituat 
as  well  as  lay,  cxpreflcd  the  -moft 
liberal  and  enlightened  fentiments 
on  the  fubjed;  fo  that  the  bill 
fcarcely  fcemed  to  be  any  farther 
confidered  as  neceffary,  than  mere-. 
\y  a«  tending  to  allay  the  jealou^ 
fies  and  apprehe^fions  of  the  peti* 
tioners. 

But  feveral  of  the  lords  confix 
dering  it  as  a  great  indignity  to 
parliament,  and  to  that  houfe 
particularly,  to  pafs  a  bill;  which 
carried  all  the  appearance  of  being 
forced  upon  them  by  outrage  and 
threat,  and  the  fame  idea  operat- 
ing by  degrees  with  others,  it  was 
contrived,  (after  ieveral  propofed, 
and  fome  received  amendments) 
upon  its  being  brought  up  to  be 
reported  Irom  the  committee,  to 
fet  it  afidc,  without  a  di-  ,  •  , 
tea  negative,  by  moving  /  "'>^  ''•'^"• 
it  might  be  read  the  third  time^ 
pn  that  day  week,  which  beiiig 
carried,  had  the  effeA  of  a  pre- 
vious queftion,  as  it  was  knov,'n  that 
a  prorogation  would  take  place  in 
the  interim. 

The  fpeech  from  the  t  ,  .  , 
throno  acknowledged,  J^^Y^^^- 
that  the  magnanimity  and  perfcrcr- 
ance  of  jparliament,  in  th''  profe- 
cution  of  the  prcfent  juft  and  ne- 
celTary  war,  had  enabled  his  ma- 
jefty  lo  make  fuch  exerti(  ns,  as 
would,  he  truiled,  difappoint  the 
violent  and  unjuft  deilgns  of  his 
enemies,  and  bring  them  to  lift.*n 
to  equitable  and  honourable  terms 
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of  jieacc. — That  thefe  -cx^Ttion-s 
had  already  been  attended  with 
fuccefs  by  fea  and  land ;  and 
the  late  important  and  prof- 
bei^us  turn  of  affairs  in  North 
AinTica,  afforded  the  faircftftof- 
peft  of  the  returning  loyalty  and 
affedion  of  the  colonies,  and  of 
their  happy  rd-union  with  their 
parent  country.  Particular  obli- 
gations were  acknowledged  to  be 
felt,  and  thanks  accordingly  re- 
turned to  the  Commons,  for  the 
confidence  they  had  repofed,  and 
the  large  and  ample  fupplies  which 
they  had  fo  chcarfully  granted. 
But  the  ftrcngth  of  the  fpeech 
feemed  thrown  into  the  conclad- 
ftig  paragraph,  in  which  both 
Lords  and  Commons  were  carncft- 
ly  called  upon  to.affift  his  majefty, 
by  their  influ<?nce  and  authority  in 
their  feveral  counties,  as  they  had 
already  by  their  unanimous  fup- 
port  in  parliament,  in  guarding 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom  from 
future  diftnrbaaces,  and  watching 
over  the  prefervation  of  the  public 
f^ety.  To  make  the  people  fen- 
fible  of  the  happinefs  they  enjoy, 
and  the  diMnguifhed  advantages 
they  derive,  from  our  excellent 
conflitution  in  church  and  (late. 
To  warn  them  of  the  hazard  of 
Innovation  ;  to  point  oat  to  them 
the  fatal  coiifeqaences  of  fuch 
pom  motions  as  have  lately  been 
ex<iiQd;  and  to  imprcfs  on  their 
minds  this  important  truth,— ^ 
That  rebellious  infurrcftions,  to 
rc£i{Jt  or  to  reform  the  laws,  muft 
ffither  end  in  the  dellru^on  of  the 


^effon*whb  makes  the  attempt,  or 
m  the  fub'Veifion  of  our  Yrce  and 
happy  conftitution. 

Such  was  the  end  of  this  unu- 
fually  long,  and  very  extraordi-: 
ftary^'^eflion  of  parliament.  A 
feflkv*,  in  which  alm6ft  every  day 
produoed  a  queftion,  and  every 
que^ion  a  debate,  which  in  any 
other  Vvoi'ld  have  been  deemed 
highly  intercJfting ;  but  which  were 
frequently  loft,  in  that  glare  of 
ftill  greater  matter,  which  wa»  fo 
c<»iitinaa]ly  thrown  out  in  this. 
A-*fei!ion,  in  which  unexposed 
vidories,  and  unaccountable  de- 
feats, alternately  raifed  and  funk 
the  hopes  of  the  contending  pv- 
ties,  from  the  higheft  pitch  of  ex- 
ultation, to  the  lowed  ftatc  of  dc- 
fpondency.  The  point  of  decifion 
feemed  more  than  once  quivering, 
and  hanging  only  by  a  hair. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  faid 
with  confidence,  that  fo  great  a 
number  of  important  affairs  were 
nevei*  agitated  in  any  one  fefCon. 
The  riot,  in  the  clofc,  threw  a 
general  damp  upon  all  cfndeavours 
whatever  for  reformation,  however 
unconne^ed  with  its  particular 
objtfft.  Popular  fury  feemed,  for 
that  time  at  leafl,  the  ereateft  of 
all  poffible  evils.  And  admini- 
fVration  then  gathered,  and  has 
fince  prefcrved,  no  fmall  degree  of 
power,  from  a  tumult  which  ap- 
peared to  threa:ten  the  fubveriion 
of  all  government. 

This  may  likewife  be  conlidcfed 
as  concluding  the  political  exiii- 
eace  of  that  parliament. 
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IX. 


Sir  G§»rge  Rtdmty  frocetds  to  Gibraltar ^  in  bis  luay  to  the  Weft  Indies. 
Takes  a  vahutbU  Spanijh  Cotrvoy.  Falls  im  tvitb-  a  fyuadromj  under 
tht  tommand  of  Don  Juom  di  Langara.  Takes  the  Adntiral,  *witb  fe*u€' 
ralmen  of 'war  y  anddeftroys  others.  Relieves  Gibraltar  y/upplies  Minorca, 
imd  proceeds  on  his  deJUntd  *uoyage.  Protbee^  French  snan  of  nvar, 
tahm  by  Admiral  Digbyy  on  bis  return  from  Gibraltar,  Dutch  convoy, 
under  the  condud  of  Count  Bylan^y  ftopped,  and  examined ^  by  Covano^ 
dart  Fielding.  Count  Byland  coma  to  Spitbead,  ^ith  bis  fquadrom 
and  towvoy.  Confequences  of  that,  and  of  other  precedent  and  fubfe* 
fuent  meafures^  Ruffian  manifefto,  •  Norjhem  neutrality.  Royal  pro* 
clameation  in  London,  fufpending  certain  ftipulations  in  fa*vour  tf'  the 
fisbjtSs  of  the  States  General.  RetrofpeSive  *vie<w  of  affairs  in  Ame* 
rica  emd  the  Weft  Indies,  in  the  year  1 779.  Advantages  ^derived  by 
the  SpMnijh  commanders,  from  their  eetirly  knowledge  of  the  intended  rup^ 
inre.  Den  Brrnardo  dt  Gabvex,  fubdues  the  Britift?  jeiilements  on  the 
Miffifftpfi.  Sullpvaf^  s  fuccefsful  exptdition  againft  the  Indians  of  the  fix 
nations.  Some  objervations  on  the  policy  of  that  people  ^  ^and  en  the  ft  ate 
of  culture  and  improvement,  *whicb  the  Americans  dif covered  in  their 
country.  Expec&tions  from  Jamaica  to  the  Bay  cf  Hvnduras,  and  the 
Mofyuito  fljore.  Fortrtfs  of  Omoa  and  Spanijh  regifter  ft^ips  taken. 
Vigilant  and  fuccefsful  condud  of  Admired  Hyde  Parker,  on  the  leeward 
ifiandftation. 


Ir^HE  opening  of  the  year 
1780,  fceraed  to  indicate 
(bme  return  of  that  naval  renown, 
which  had  fo  long  been  the  pride 
of  the  Englifh  name  and  nation  ; 
hat  which,  through  fome  unto- 
ward circumftances^  Teemed  for 
fome  time  to  have  been  (Irangely 
in  the  wane. 

Sir  George  Rodney,  being  ap- 
pointed to  the  chief  command  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  was  Hkewife  un- 
der orders,  to  proceed,  in  his  way 
thither,  with  a  drong  fquadron  to 
the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  For  that 
important  fortrefs  had  been  very 
clofely  blockaded,  and  in  part 
bcficgcd  by  the  Spaniards,  ever 
fince  the  commencement  of  hofti- 
Ucies  between  the  t^vo.  nations ;. 
aod  the  lofs  of  our  naval  fuperio- 


rity  in  the  Mediterranean,  togc-. 
ther  with  that  unhappy  >lute  of 
weaknefs  on  the  oce^^n,  which  dif- 
abled  us  from  keeping  the  cora- 
munication  with  that  place  0|^n, 
occasioned  the  garrifon's  being  ic- 
ducea  to  very  coniiderable  dillreA, 
as  well  with  refpefl  to  provisions, 
as  to  military  and  garhfon  ilorcs.* 
The  lofs  of  power,  and  confe- 
quently  of  influence  and  refpeil, 
in  the  Mediterranean,  among  its 
other  ill  eife^,  has  b'»en  produc- 
tive of  one,  which  could  .f<?arcely 
have  been  expe^icd,  at  leail  in. 
the  degree  and.  manner  in  which 
it  has  taken  place.  Thi^  h.to  been 
the  dcfcdicn  of  the  Barbary  Hates; 
or  if  not  the  whole,  taat  of  their 
principal,  and  in  who  pa  we  ara- 
moil  intcrcfted,  the  Emperor  of 
^  Klorocco ; 
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Morocco ;  who»  contrary  to  all 
former  example,  and  in  contra- 
vention of  that  mortal  enmity, 
wkich,  through  a  courfe  of  ages, 
had  beeu  ellabli&ed  and  heredt« 
tary  between  the  twa  nations,  iias 
taken  little  leie  than  an  open  and 
dirc&,  port  op  the  fide  of  Spain. 
By  this  means  Giivaltar,  in  the 
moft  critical  feafon  of  danger 
which  it  has  ever  experienced, 
kas  been  cot  oiF  from  itsdomeftic 
Biarket;  and  has  looked  over  in 
vain  to  the  oppo&te  iiiore,  for 
that  ample  fup^^ly  of  nroviilons, 
with  which  it  had  hitherto  been 
fcmiiked  from  Barbary. 

Fonane  ieemcd  attached  to  the 
sew  commander's  flag,  in  a  iignal 
manner  on  the  ontiet.  He  iiad 
o»Iy  been  a  few  days  at  £ea,  when 
lie  fell  in  with  a  very  ^onfiderable 
convoy,  bound  from  St.  Sebaftian 
to  Cadiz,  confiding  of  1 5  fail  of 
metchantfiien)  under  the  g«ard  of 
Jan.iTth.  a  fine  new  64  gun  (hip, 

1780  ^  frigates,    from  32 

^  '  '  to  26  guns,  and  of  two 
finsMer  panned  veiTels.  The  whole 
fieet  was  taken  ;  and  the  whole, 
(hips  of  war,  as  well  as  others, 
bdfonged  to  the  royal  company  of 
tiie  Carraccas.  The  capture  was 
ceceeedingly  fortunate  ;  much  the 
greater  part  of  the  veflels  being 
loaded  with  wheat,  Hour,  and 
other  fpecies  of  provifion ;  and 
the  remainder  with  b'iile  goods 
and  naval  ftores.  The  former, 
the  admiral  judicioufly  convtyed 
CD  Gibraltar,  where  their  cargoes 
were  fo  much  wanted,  and  the 
latter  he-fent  back  to  England, 
where  the  naval  ftores  were  no  lefs 
welcome. 

Bot  this  was  only  the  prelude  to 
greater  and  more  brilliant  faccefs, 
5 


In  about  a  week  the  admi-  ^  , 
ral  fdl  in,  off*  Cape  St.  '^*^- 
Vincent,  with  a  Spanilh  fqua- 
dron  "of  eleven  fhips  of  the  line, 
nilder  the  command  of  Don  Juan 
Lang?ra.  The  enemy,  btmg 
much  inferior  in  force,  endea* 
voured  all  they  could  to  avoid  an 
engagement ;  a  deiign,  to  which 
the  different  clixumiUnces,  of  a 
rough  gale,  higix  fea,  ihort  day, 
and  dangerous  coaft,  were  ex- 
tremely  favourable.  la  order  to 
counteradl  this  de%n.  Sir  Getorge 
Rodney  changed  die  fignal  £or  a 
line  of  battle  a  br«aft,  to  that 
for  a  genetal  chace,  with  orders 
to  engage  as  the  ifaips  came  up 
by  rotation ;  taking  at  the  fame 
time  the  lee  gage,  to  prevent  the 
enemy's  retreat  into  their  own 
ports. 

The  headmoft  ftiips  began  to 
engage  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
evening;  and  their  fire  was  re^ 
turned  with  great  fpirit  and  refo- 
lution  by  the  Spaniards.  Th^ 
night  was  dark,  tempeiluou3  and 
difmal,  .and  the  fleet  being  nearly 
involved  among  the  flioals  of  St. 
Lucar,  rendered  the  afped  more 
terrible.  Early  in  the  adion,  the 
Spanifh  fliip  San  Domingo,  of 
70  guns  ana  600  men,  blew  ujp» 
and  all  on  board  perifhedP;  tbe 
Englifh  man  of  war  with  which 
fhe  was  engaged,  narrowly  e(cap«> 
ing  a  flmilar  fate.  The  adlion 
and  purfuit  continued,  with  a 
conftant  fire,  until  two  o'cldq^  in 
the  morning,  when  the  headmoft 
of  the  enemy's  line  (Iruck  to  the 
admiral. 

The  Spanifh  admiral's  (hip  the 
Phenix,  of  80  guns,  ^ith  three  of 
^o,  were  taken,  and  carried  fafel/ 
into  port.     The   San  Julian   or 
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JO  guns,  commanded  by  the  Mar- 
qais  de  MediQa>  was  taken,  the 
officers  fhifted,  and  a  lieutenant 
with  70  Bi'ltifh  feamen  put  on 
board;  but  by  her  afxer  wards  run- 
mng  on  fhore,  the  viAors  expe- 
rienced the  caprice  of  war,  in 
becoming  themfelves  prifoners. 
Another  (hip  of  the  fame  force, 
was  likcwife  taken,  and  her  offi- 
cers (hifted ;  but  (he  afterwards 
run  upon  the  breakers,  and  was 
totally  loft.  Two  more  efcaped 
greatly  damaged,  and  two  lefs  fo, 
into  Cadiz.  Such  was  the  final 
difpofal  of  the  whole  Spanifh 
iqaadron. 

Such  were  the  peculiar  circum- 
ftances  attending  this  engage- 
ment, that  notwithftanding  the 
inferiority  of  the  enemy  in  point 
of  force,  few  a6Uons  have  requir- 
ed a  higher  degree  of  intrepidity, 
more  confummate  naval  fkil!,  or  " 
greater  dexterity  of  ieamanlhip. 
Even  the  light  of  the  enfuing  day, 
was  fcarcely  fufficient  to  extri- 
cate fcvcral  Briti(h  capital  (hips 
from  the  moft  imminent  danger; 
and  it  was,  not  until  the  fecond 
morning  after  the  a^lion,  that  they 
had  entirely  cleared  the  flioals,  and 
rccov^cd  deep  water.  It  feems 
wpon  the  whole  fcarcely  \o  admit 
of  a  doubt,  not  only  that  die 
whole  Spaniih  fleet  would  have 
efcaped  from  a  more  caatious 
commander;  but  that  the  appa- 
rent circumftanccs  of  ^e  cafe 
wouM  have  afforded  a  full  j uni- 
fication of  his  conduA  upon  any 
reirofpca. 

The  Spaniih  admiral,  Don 
Juan  de  Langara,  behaved  with  the 
ireateft  gallantry  ;  \vas  himfelf 
forely  wounded,  and  his  ftiip  near- 
ly  a  wreck,  before  he  ftruck.  The 
i^umanity  and  generoiity  difplayed 


by  Capt.  Macbride  of  the  Bien« 
faifant,  with  refpeA  to  that  gen- 
tleman  and  his  (hip,  along  with 
the  ftridl  attention  to  honour  (hewn 
by^the  Spani(h  commander,  both 
deferve  to  be  remembered,  aa  lay-* 
ing  down  a  rule  of  condu^  worthy 
the  imitation  of  oth^  officers  in 
fimilar  (ituations. 

A  bad  and  mali|^nant  kind  of 
fmall  pox, .  prevailing  on  board 
Capt.  Macbride's  (hip,  that  gal- 
lant officer,  difdaining  to  convey 
infection  even  to  an  enemy,  and 
perhaps  confidering  the  peculiar 
terror  with  which  it  is  regarded 
by  the  Spaniards,  and  the  general 
ill  afpeft  it  bears  to  that  people, 
acquainted  Don  Langara  with' 
the  circumftance,  and  with  his 
own  feelings  upon  the  fubjed ;  at 
the  fame  time  oflferiag  to  prevent' 
the  inevitable  danger  and  mif- 
chief  which  muft  attend  Shifting 
the  prifoners,  bv  (ending  an  offi- 
cer with  an  hundred  men  on  board 
the  Phenix,  and  trufling  to  the 
admiral's  honour,  that  neither  his 
officers  or  men,  (amounting  to 
above  700)  (hould,  in  any  cafe, 
of  feparacion  or  otherwise,  in  any 
degree  interrupt  the-BHtilh  (eh-' 
men,  whether  with  refpeft  to  na* 
vigating  the  (hip,  or  of  defending 
her,  againft  whatever  enemy. 
The  propofal  was  thankfully  em- 
braced, and  the  conditions  (lri6^^ 
}y  adhered  to  by  the  Spaniih  ad- 
miral; for  though  there  was  no 
other  (hip  but  the  Bienfaifant  in 
fight,  and  that  the  fea  and  wea* 
ther  were  exceedingly  rough,  his 
people  gave  every  affiftance  in  re* 
fitting  the  Phenix,  and  4n  navi- 
gating her  to  the  bay  of  Gib- 
raltar. 

After  this  fignal  fnccefs.  Sir 
George  Rodney  having  executed 
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his  cominiifion  at  Gibraltar,  and 
waited  the  return  of  fome  men  of 
war,  which  he  had  fent  with  a 
convoy  of  ftore-fhips  and  vidual- 
Icrs  to  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  that 
commander,  animated  with  fuccefs 
and  covered  with  glory,  proceeded, 
about  the  middle  of  February, 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  leaving*  the 
bulk  of  the  fleet,  under  the  con- 
duS.  of  Rear  Admiral  Digby,  to- 
gether with  the  Spanifh  prizes,  on 
their  way  to  England.  They  were 
not  many  days  parted,  before  the 
returning  fleet  fell  in  with,  or  ra- 
ther perceived  at  a  great  dillance,  a 
confidcrable  French  convoy  bound 
to  the  Mauritius,  under  the  pro- 
te^ion  of  two  fhips  of  the  line, 
j^lthou^h  a  general  chace  enfued, 
nioft  of  the  convoy  efcaped  ;  only 
the  Prothee  of  64  guns,  and  two 
or  three  vefP^ls  laden  with  military 
ilores,  being  taken. 

Thus  far,  fortune  fecmed  again 
to  fmile  on  the  Britiih  Flag.  This 
expedition  was  in. all  its  parts  prof- 
perous.  Befides  the  great  da«nage 
done  to  the  enemy,  fix  fhips  of  the 
line  were  ad4ed  to  the  royal  navy 
of  Eaglaad;  and  the  value  of  the 
Other  prizes,  in  a  public  view, 
Vas  greatly  e^nbanced,  by  the  na- 
ture of  their  cargoes,  the  critical 
feafon  in  which  they  were  taken, 
and  the  e/Tential'fervices  to  which 
they  were  applied •  Wc  have  al- 
tciidy  feen,  that  the  higheft  honour 
which  he  could; receive,  the  public 
tlianks  of  hisf  country,  through 
both  houfes  ^f  parliament,  was 
bcftowcd  on  Sir  George  Rodney. 
^«or  was  the  nation  at  large  lefs 
gratified,  ^  ,T^^  ^<^".5>  abfence  of 

food  new&,/f n^^cred  thii.  the  more 
ighly  pleaiing.  It  was  befides  4 
triumph  over  our  old  and  natural 
cnvir.ico,  the  Jlcufc  of  Bouibon. 


During  this  expedition,  govern- 
ment having  received  intelligence, 
that  a  number  of  Dutch  ihip^, 
laden  with  timber  and  naval  ftores 
for  the  French  fervice,  not  being 
abfolutely  allowed  proteAion  by 
the  States  on  their  voyage,  in- 
tended to  efcape  the  danger  which 
they  apprehended  from,  the  Britifh 
cruizers,  by  accompanying  Count 
Byland,  who,  with  a  fmall  fquad- 
ron  of  men  of  war  and  frigates, 
was  to  efcort  a  convoy  to  the  Me- 
diterranean, Captain  Fielding  was, 
in  confeqtience  of  this  notice  fent 
out  with  a  proper  force,  in  order 
to  examine  the  convoy,  and  to 
feize  any  veAels  containing  thofe 
articles  which  we  deemed  contra- 
band. 

Upon  the  meeting  of  the  fleets, 
and  permifljon  to  vifit  the  mer- 
chant (hips  being  refufed  to  Cap- 
tain Fielding,  he  notwithftanding 
difpatched  his  boats  for  that  pur- 
pole,  which  were  fired  at,  and 
prevented  from  executing  their 
orders  by  the  Dutch.  Upon  this, 
t|ie  captain  having  flred  a  fhot  a- 
head  of  the  Dutch  Admiral,  it 
was  anfwered  bv  a  broadfide ;  and 
Count  Byland  having  received  his 
in  return,  and  being  in  no  condi- 
tion of  force  to  pur  me  the  conteft 
farther,  then  immediately*  ftruck 
his  colours,  Moft  of  the  Dutch 
fhips  that  were  iu  the  predicament 
which  occafloned  the  conteft,  had 
already,  through  the  length  and 
darknefs  of  the  nights,  and  by 
keeping  clofe  to  the  more,  efcaped 
the  danger,  and  proceeded  without 
interruption  to  the  French  pons. 
The  few  that  remained,  witn  na- 
val f lores  on  board,  were  ftopt ;  and 
the  Dutch  Admiral  then  informed, 
that  he  was  at  liberty  to  hoift  his 
colour  a  and  proicculc  his  voyage. 
-       *  *  That 
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That  commander,  hov/cvcr,  chofe 
only  to  accept  of  the  former  part 
of  the  condition.  He  hoiftcd  his 
coloars ;  but  he  refufed  to  feparatc 
from  any  part  of  his  convoy  ;  and 
he  accordingly,  with  the  whole  of 
the  fleet  which  remained  with  him, 
accompanied  the  Britifh  fquadron 
to  Spithead ;  where  he  continued, 
until  he  received  frefli  inftrudions 
from  his  mailers. 

This,  along  with  many  other, 
both  preceding  and  fubfequent 
matters,  led  to  that  unhappy  rup- 
tare,  which  has  fincc  afforded  fo 
mach  caufeof  joy  and  triumph  to 
the  enemies  of  both,  between  thofe 
anticnt,  natural,  and  Proteftant 
Allies,  the  kingdom  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  the  States  of  Hol- 
laad.  Nor  had  it  a  lefs  (hare 
probably  in  other  fuccqeding 
events,  which  were  equally  per- 
nicious to  the  interefts,  and  fub- 
verfive  of  the  power  of  this  coun- 
try. The  apparent  vigour,  how- 
ever, of  this  meafure,  and  the 
femblancc  it  from  thence  bore  to 
the  great  and  decided  maxims  of 
happier  times,  rendered  it  in  fome 
degree  a  favourite  with  many  peo- 
ple; who  from  thence  augured  a 
renovation  of  our  antient  fpirit  in 
council  and  fortune  in  war. 

But  the  event  which  iingularly 
marked  the  opening  of  the  pre- 
fent  year,  and  which  was  prob- 
ably, at  leaft,  accelerated  by  that 
we  have  related,  was  the  extraor- 
dinary meafure  adopted  in  the 
north  of  Europe;  where  a  power, 
which,  however  great  in  other  re- 
fpcfts,  was  of  inferior  note  in  a  ma- 
ritime view,  was  now  feen  di£latiug 
a  new  code  of  maritime  laws  to 
mankind,  in  many  refpefts  e/Ten- 
tially  differing  from  thofe  which 
had  for  feveraJ  j^undred  years  been 


eftablid^ed  amdng  commercial  na- 
tions, and  going  direftly  to  the 
overthrow  of  that  fovercignty,  or 
pre-eminence  on  the  ocean,  which 
had  been  fo  long  claimed  and 
maintained  by  this  country. 

This  was  the  mani-  „  ,  ^  . 
fefto  or  declaration  if-  ^^^'  *^'^- 
fued  by  the  court  of  Peter/burg, 
which  has  been  the  means  of  form- 
ing, under  the  name  of  an  armed 
neutrality,  that  formidable  naval 
and  militar):.  alliance  and  confed- 
eracy, between  the  northern  pow- 
ers, to  which  moft  of  the  neutral 
ftates  in  Europe  have  fi nee  ac- 
ceded ;  and  which.  Great  Britain 
not  being  in  a  fituation  directly  to 
contravene,  fecms  now  to  be  fettled 
as  a  part  of  the  law  of  nation?. 
The  great  principle  of  this  piece, 
and  of  that  confederacy  to  which 
it  gave  birth,  is,  that  free  bottoms 
make  free  goods  ;  and  this  is  car- 
ried to  the  degree  of  fuppofing, 
that  neutral  ftates  are  entitled  to 
carry  on  their  commerce  with  the 
belhgerant  parties  in  a  ftate  of  war, 
with  the  fame  degree  of  conveni- 
ence, eafe,  and  fafety,  which  they 
might  have  praftifed  in  time  of 
peace.  Nor  is  this  all ;  it  is  far- 
ther laid  down,  that  the  neutral 
bottom  has  a  right  to  convey, 
and  to  render  free,  all  thingsr, 
from  any  one  part  of  a  belligerent 
ftate,  and  even  coaftwife,  to  ana- 
ther,  without  let  or  impediment ; 
favin^  only  fuch  matters  as  might 
be  deemed  contraband,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  ftipulation^  of  for- 
mer treaties. 

This  extraordinary  meafure 
(which  in  other  rimes  would  haVe 
been  considered  and  refeiitcd  as  a 
declaration  of  war)  was  rendered 
the  more  grievous,  frtun  its  ori- 
ginating With  a  poiver,  which  not 
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only  had  been  regarded  as  our  na- 
tural friend  and  ally,  but  which 
had  been  even  held  out  as   our 
Iheet  anchor,  in  any  cafe  of  ne- 
ceflity,  which  might  occur  in  the 
prefent  war*     Indeed  this  evil  was 
lb  great  and  fo  grievous,  that  it 
inlght  well  have  been  con/idered 
as  filling  np  that  meafure  of  cala- 
tnity,    to  which    we    had    been 
doomed  by  our  fatal  civil  difcord. 
It  needs  fcarcely  to  be  noticed, 
that  the  courts   of    France    and 
Spain,  expreifed  the  utmoll  appro- 
bation of  a  fyftem  fo  exactly  cal- 
culated,   and  immediately  fuited 
to  their  own  views,    and  which 
they  could  at  a  future   time  find 
means  eafily  to  ihake  off.     They 
accordingly,  were  little  lefs  than 
loft  in  ailoniihment,  at  the  confi- 
deration  of  that  wifdom,  juftice, 
liberality  of  fentiment,  and   be- 
nevolence,   which  had  produced 
ideas  fo  fimilar  to  their  own.     It 
was  upon  the  fame  principle,  of  a 
.liberal  and  free  commerce >  and  an 
unreilrained  navigation  to  all  na- 
tions, that   they  had  taken  part 
with  the  Americans,  and  were  now 
expending  their  blood  and  treafure 
in  a  war  with  England.     As  they 
did  not  fully  comprehend  the  new 
fyftem,  nor  know  to  what  extent  it 
was  to  be  carried,    they  waited 
with  deference,  for  thoie  further 
regulations  or  explanations^  which 
the  Emprefsof  the  RuiFia's  might 
think  proper  to  communicate ;  but 
were  convinced,  from  the  congeni- 
.ality  of  fentiments  on  both.  £des, 
that  nothing  could  happen,  in  the 
intermediate  time, on  theirs,  which 
would  a^ord  any  diiTatisfa^on  to 
her. 

The  folitary  court  of  London, 
was  obli|led  to  fupprefs  her  indig- 
nation man  dnjury,   which  (he 


could  not,  ax  prefent,  refent  nof 
remedy.  She  expoftnlated  with  thtf 
court  of  Petcrfburgh,  on  the  con- 
flant  attention  and  regard,  which 
ilie  had  hitherto  pn  every  occaicoa 
fhewn  to  her  flag  and  commerce  $ 
fhe  declared  a  continuance  of  the 
fame  conduft  and  difpoiition,  and 
fhe  reminded  Ruffia,  of  the  reci« 
procal  ties  of  friend  (hip,  and  the 
common  interefts,  by  which  they 
were  mutually  bound. 

But  although  the  northern  con- 
federacy was  too  formidable  to  be 
meddled  with,  the  weak  itate  of 
Holland,  with  refpedl  both  to  hei 
military    and   marine    force,  to- 
gether with  the  particular  fitnation 
of  chat  country,  and  the  diviftons 
among  the  people,  who  were  fplit 
into  violent  fadions,  by  no  means 
afforded   any  fuch  operative  mo- 
tives  of  conduct.     It  was  accord-^ 
ingly  determined,  by  (Irong  mea- 
fures,  not  only  to  endeavour  to 
prevent  the  republic  from  acceding 
to  the  northern  confederacy,   but 
likewife  thereby    tp   induce   that 
ftate  to  afford  the  fucconrs  ftipu- 
lated  by  treaty  to  England,  and 
which  all  negociation  had  hither- 
to failed  of  obtaining,    it  was  al-' 
fo  undoubtedly  expefled,  that  an 
appearance  of  vigorous   determi- 
nation, along  with  a  warm  expref- 
fion  of  refentment  on  theYubjed, 
would  tend  much  to  fupport  and 
ftrengthen  the   Englifh   party  in 
Holland,  and   to  difcourage  and; 
deprefs  the  French  5  the  latter  of 
which,   from  various  cauies   and 
motives,  had  increafed  exceeding^ 
ly  in  ftrength  and  number,  daring 
the  progrefs  of  the  American  war ; 
a  war,   which  we  have  formerly 
feen,  had  been  early  deprecated 
and  regretted  by   the  friends  of 
.  England  in  tha^  conntry.     The 
expcfta- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE,    ['zo; 


expedation  formed,  from  thoie 
mcarures  was  mnch  difappointed. 
The  Datch  are  certainly  much 
hurt  and  weakened;  but  their 
conneftioh^  with  our  enemies 
of  all  dcfcriptions  is  grown  much 
clofer,  and  their  alienation  from 
Great  Britain  much  more  decided 
and  hoftile. 

Upon  thefe,  and  other  grounds, 
after  previous,  but  inetfeclual 
warning,  given  by  the  Britiih 
IniniAers,  both  at  London  and  the 
Ar.^}  .  *k  Hague,  a  royal  pro- 
Apnl  17th.  ,1^^-ti^;  wasiifued 

at  the  former  of  thefe  places,  in 
which  the  non -performance  of  the 
States  General,  withrefped  to  tiie 
fuccouts  ftipulated  by  treaty,  be- 
ing confidered  as  a  dereliction  of 
the  alliance  fo  long  fubfilUng  be- 
tween both  countries,  and  that 
tbcy  have  thereby  placed  thcnv- 
fcives  in  the  condition  of  a  neutral 
power,  bound  by  no  treaty  or  con- 
nexion with  tliis  kingdom,  it  is 
therefore  held,  that  upon  every 
principle  of  wifdom  and  juflice, 
they  Ihoiild  from  henceforward  be 
coniidercd,  as  (landing  only  in 
that  difian-.  relation  in  which  they 
had  placed  themfelvcs.  It  is  there- 
fore deckred,  that  the  fubjedls  of 
the  United  Provinces,  are  hence- 
forward to  be  confidered  upon  the 
fame  footing  with  thofe  of  other 
neutral  ilatcs,  not  privileged  by 
treaty ;  and  his  majelly  fufpends, 
proviiionaUy,  and  till  further  or- 
<ler,  all  the  particular  ilipulations 
relpccling  the  fubjeds  of  the  States 
General,  contained  in  the  feveral 
treaties  now  fubiiiling  ;  and  more 
particularly  thofe  contained  in 
the  marine  treaty  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  Provinces, 
concluded  at  London,  on  the  1 1  th 
cf  December,  4674.. 


Having  thus  taken  a  general 
view  of  our  affairs  in  Europe^  it 
will  be  ncceffary  to  look  to  thofe 
in  other  parts  of  the  world ;  and 
in  the  firfl  place,  to  take  a  retro^ 
fpeft  of  fuch  matters  in  America 
and  the  Weft  Indies  during  the  year 
1779,  as  did  not  not  com«  withiM 
our  line  in  the  lail  volume. 

It  appears  from  various  circom- 
fiances,  that  the  Spanifh  gover- 
nors and  commanders  in  Americm 
and  the  Weft  Indies,  had  been  ac- 
quainted with  tVe  intended  rup- 
ture between  Spain  and  £ng^nd« 
long  before  the  declaration  pre- 
fen  ted  by  their  miniHer  to  the 
court  of  London,  on  the  16 th  of 
June,  1779.  It  would  even  £ctm, 
that  they  were  informed  of  cho 
prec'fe  time,  or  very  near  it,  at 
which  that  event  would  take  place ; 
for  it  is  aiTerted,  that  war  was 
declared  in  the  ifland  of  Porto 
Rico,  in  a  few  days  after  the  2ic- 
livery  of  that  refcript  in  London  j 
and  it  is  certain,  that  Englifli 
veflels  were  carried  into  the  Ha-. 
vanna  as  prizes,  before  any  in^ 
teliigence  of  that  meafure  could 
have  been  poffibly  received  in 
America.  Plans  were  according-* 
ly  laid,  and  preparations  made  td 
the  time,  which  afforded  advan- 
tage in  the  commencemtnt  of  hof- 
tihties. 

But  in  no  inftance  was  the  cf- 
feft  of  this  pre-in  teliigence  fo 
ruinous,  as  in  the  lofs  which  it 
occaiioned  of  the  Britiih  fettle- 
nients  on  the  MiffifGppi,  along 
with  the  capture  of  the  troops 
deftitied  to  their  proteAion.  Wef 
have  heretofore  mewn,  that  the 
fettlements  in  that  part  of  Loui- 
iiana,  being  yet  too  weak  for  a 
particular  government,  were  an- 
nexed to  that  of  Weft  Florida? 
••  which 
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which  was,  however,  too  diflant, 
to  afford  any  eircftual  protedion. 
W€  have  alfo  feen  that  in  the  pre« 
ceding  year,  a  party  of  Americans 
vifitcd  that  country,  and  received 
a  temporary  fubmiflion  from  the 
inhabitants,  which  they  did  not 
ftay  to  maintain.  That  Ameri- 
can expedition,  and  the  defence- 
lefs  (late  of  the  fcttlcment?,  which 
it  had  rendered  apparent,  were 
undoubtedly  the  caufes,  that  fome 
troops  had  lince  been  fent  for 
their  protedion. 

ITon  Bernardo  dc  Galvez,  the 

,Spanifh  Governor  of  Louiilana, 

•  having  colle£led  the  whole  force 

'a  '  k    o^^is  Province  at  New 

Aug.  I9tti.  Qj.j^^n3^  fi^ii  publicly 

'779*  declared  the  indepcn^ 
dcncy  of  America  by  beat  of 
drum,  and  then  fet  out  on  this 
expedition.  He  had  previoufly 
concerted  his  meafures  fo  well  in 
fecuring  the  communications,  that 
Major  General  Campbell,  who 
commanded  at  Penfacola,  did  not 
receive  the  fmalleft  information  of 
tho'  danger  of  the  weftem  part  of 
the  province,  or  even  that  hollili- 
ly  was  intended,  until  the  defign 
was  nearly  eifedlcd.  With  f:milar 
addrefs,  and  profiting  of  the  fe- 
curity  which  prevailed  on  our  fide, 
he  had,  by  furprize  and  flratagem, 
tal^cn  a  royal  floop  of  war,  which 
was  flationed  on  Lake  Pontchar- 
train,  and  was  equally  fuccefsful 
in  fcizing  feveral  veficls  on  the 
lakes  and  rivers,  laden  with  pro- 
villons  and  necefTaries  for  tht  Bri- 
tifh  detachment,  and  one,  con- 
taining fome  troops  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Waldeck. 

Such  lucky  9ircumftances,  were 
not  nece/Tary  to  in  fare  fucccfs  to 
his  cntcrpriz;^.  The  whole  mili- 
tary forc'Cji^Britiih  and  Gcrmdfl, 


fla:ioned  for  the  proteftion  of*  the 
country,didnotamounttofivehun- 
drdd  men  ;  and  thcfe  had  no  other 
cover  again  ft  a  fuperioi*  enemy, 
but  a  Rewly  conftrufted  fort,  of 
more  properly  Field  Redoubt, 
which  they  had  haflily  thrown  up, 
at  a  place  called  Baton  Rouge. 
In  this  place,  hbwever.  Lieute- 
nant Colonel  Dickfon,  of  the  i6ch 
regiment,  ftood  a  ficge  of  nine 
days ;  arid  when  the  opening  of  a 
battery  of  heavy  artillery  had  ren- 
dered all  farther  defence  imprac- 
ticable, he  obtained  conditions 
very  honourable  to  the  garrifon, 
and  highly  favourable  to  the  in- 
habitants. The  troops,  from  the 
nature  c^  their  fituation,  were  nc- 
ceflarily  obliged  to  furrcnder  pri- 
foners  of  war;  and  it  is  to  be  re- 
membered, highly  to  the  honour 
of  the  Spanilh  governor  and  com- 
mander, Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez, 
that  upon  this,  as  well  as  upon  a 
later  occaiion  of  the  famcunfbrtu* 
natc  nature,  nothing  could  exceed 
the  good  faith  with  which  heob- 
fcrved  the  prefcribed  conditions^ 
nor  the  humanity,  and  kindnefs, 
with  which  he  treated  his  prr- 
foners. 

The  languid  nature  of  the  cam-- 
paign  on  the  fide  of  New  York, 
enabled  the  .Americans,  irt  the  be- 
ginning and  progreis  of  the  atf- 
tumn,  to  take  a  heavy  vengeance 
on  the  Indians,  for  the  cruelties 
and  enormities  which  they  had  fo 
long  praftifed  on  the  frontiers. 
So  formidable  was  this  enemy  now 
grown,  through  the  accelfion  of 
urcngth  aftd  difcipline  whichrit  de- 
rived from  the  refugees  and  white 
adventurers,  that  a  fmall  army, 
with  a  train  of  artiltery.  Hinder  the 
condufl  of  General  Sullivan,  af- 
fiilcd  by  fome   other   officers  df 
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Aame,  wfere  delHned  ta  this  fer-  known  to  have-  tak:;n  any  dire^ 

vice.    The  fadous  confederacy  of  part  againft  the  Americans.  Thty 

the  five  or  of  the  fix  nations^  as  j--   i-    j  <*•      i  . 
ix  has  been  differently  called;  that 


confederacy  which  exhibited  the* 
rude  oKtlines  of  a  republic^  in  the 
moA  hidden  defart^  of  America^ 
was  the  objed  of  the  prcfciit  ex- 
pedition^ 

Thefe  nations  tying  at  the  backs 
of  the  northern  and  iniddle  colo- 
iues>  amidH  the  great  lakes,  rivers^, 
and  impenetrable  forefts,   which- 
feparate  them  from  Canada,  had 
long  been  renowned  for  the  cou- 
rage, fidelity,  and  conftancy,  with 
which  they  had  adhered  to    the. 
Bnglilh  in   their  wars    with   the 
French;  and  had  even  affiflcd  them 
frequently   againft    dilFerent   na,* , 
tions  of   their  own  countrymen. 
In  the  beginning  ot  the   prefent 
conteft)  they  had  concluded  a  trea* 
ty  with  the  Americans,  by  which 
theybound  themfelves  to  obferve  a 
ftri^  neutrality  during  the  progrefs 
of  the  ftru^gle.     The  Americans 
faid,  that  they  offered  at  that  time 
to  take  up  the  hatchet  againft  the 
Englilh,  but  that  they  had  reicifted 
the  offer  upon  principle ;  only  re- 
quiring of  them  to  adhere  flrittly  tp 
the  neutrality. 

The  power  of  prefects,  with 
the  influence  of  Sir  William  John- 
Ton,  and  fome  others  who  had  in^* 
tcrcft  among  them,  operating  upon 
their  own  natural  propenfities, 
foon  led  them  to  dejpart  from  this 
pacific  line  of  condu^,  and  they 
took  a  diftinguifhed  part  in  that 
cruel  and  dedruflive  war,  which, 
we  have  more  than  once  feen,  was 
carried  on  againi^  the  back  fettle- 
Jaent.  The  Oneida  Indians,  wtre 
the  only  nation  of  the  confcdcr- 
^y^,  who  had  adhered  to  the  neu- 
Uilitv ;  or  at  leaft,  who  were  not 

Voj.  xxm. 


.were  accordingly  deftined  to  ei- 
cape  the  intended  general  deft  ruc- 
tion. For  the  principle  of  this 
war  was  extermination  ;  fp  far  as 
that  can  be  carried  into  execution 
againft  an  enemy,  who  feldom  can 
be  caught  or  found,  except  when, 
from  motives  of  advantage,  \ic 
choofes  to  ftay,  or  to  reveal  him- 
felf.  ^  They  were  of  opinion  that 
nothing  lefs,  than  driving  them* 
totally  and  far  from  their  prefent 
pofTeifions,  could  ever  a/For*d  any^ 
permanent  profpefl  of  fecurity  and 
quiet,  to  their  numerous  infant 
iettlemehtsj  which  they  knew, 
under  thefe  Circuinftances,  Would 
,  foon  become  the  great  fources  of 
wealth  and  ftjength  to  their  refpet:-' 
tive  ftates,         ,  * 

The  Indians  marched  boldy  to- 
wards the  frontiers  of  their  coun- 
try to  meet  the  in^^aders.     They' 
were  headed,  by  Sutler,  Brandt,' 
Guy  Johnfon,  and    Macdonald; 
ajid,  bcfides  aiTembling  ill  their 
own  tribfes  and  allies,  were  joined 
by  fome  hundreds  of  r.?fagees,  or, ' 
as  the  Americans  call  them, Tories. 
They  poffefled   themfelves  of   a 
difficult   pafs  in  the  woods,  be- 
tween Chemung  and  Newtown,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Tcaoga  River ; 
where  they    conftrufted   a  ftrong" 
breaft-work,  made  of  large  logs, 
of  above  half  a  mile   in  extent;, 
from  whence  other  works,  of  lefs 
ftrengtb,    reached  a    mile  and  a 
half,  to  the  top  of  a  mountain  in 
their  rear,  where  a  fecond  breaft- 
work  was  formed. 

A  warm  attack  and  .  . 

defence    took    place, -^"&' ^9">- ; 
and  was  continued  for        ^^9' 
two    hours;    in    which  Sullivan 
found  that  he  had  full  occafipn  for 
[•O]  '      his 
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I^is  artillery  to  make  any  cflVftiral 
impreflion  on  the  breaf^^i^work. 
Tbe  rout  of  the  confederates^ 
was  accelerated  and  completed , 
tlirbngh  the  movements  that  were 
made  by  the  generals  Poor  and 
Clinton,  for  turning  their  flanks, 
dnd  thereby  cutting  off  their  re- 
treat. The  viftory  was  fo  com- 
pleat  that  they  heVer  attempted  to 
make  another  ftand  during  tbe  fub* 
fequent  defolation  of  their  cofiii« 
try. 

This  adlion  only  Opened  the 
way  to  the  commencement  of  Sal- 
livan'a  expedition ;  and  there  was 
a  diffieulty  ftill  remained,  which 
was  capable  of  rendering  it  in  a 

Srcat  meafare  ineffeftive.  To  ren- 
cr  the  fervice  in  any  confiderablc 
degree  effedual,  it  was  neceiTary 
that  the  army  ihould  be  out  a 
month,  at  loaft,  in  a  conntry  to- 
tally vnlcitown,  and  where  no  fap« 
plies  of  afly  fort  cottld  be  hoped 
fbr;  bat  with  all  Sullivan's  in- 
duilryi  and  the  aids  of  his  employ- 
ers, the  diftance,  roads,  and  other 
circumftances,  rendered  it  imprac- 
ticable to  provide  jpfovifion  for 
more  than  half  the  time  j  nor>  if 
there  had  been  more,  were  pack* 
horfes  to  be  found  for  its  convey- 
ance ;  althoogh  to  lighten  the  car- 
riage, the  cattle  which  they  were 
to  live  upon  were  driven  along 
with  the  atmy.  The  fpirlt  of  the 
Ibldiers,  the  hearty  zeal  of  the  of.. 
ficers,  with  an  animating  fpcech 
fi'Qm  their  general,  removed  all 
impediment  to  the  defign  :  the 
propofal  of  flibrt  allowance  was 
received  with  the  louddt  (bouts  of 
gffxdbatdoti ;  and  the  ration  for 
24  hours  was  fixed,  with  univerfal 
confcnt«  at  half  a  pound  of  flour, 
and  as  much  frelh  beef;  the  re- 
dttftioh  going  even  to  fhe  Mu 
1 


This  expedition  was  worthy  df 
note,  as  it  difcovered  a  greater 
degree  of  policy,  and  rather  an 
higher  ftatc  of  improvement,  a- 
mon^;  thofe  Indian  nations,  than 
had  been  expected,  even  by  thofe 
who  had  lived  near,  and  almofi 
in  th^  midit  of  them.  Sullivan 
difcovered,  to  his  furprize,-  that  no 
guides  could  be  procnred  who 
knew  any  thing  at  all  of  the  coun- 
try; ana  that  the  only  means  h« 
had  of  finding  his  way  to  the  In- 
dian towns,  were  thofe  which  be- 
tray a  wild  beaft  in  hiis  ^txtt  the 
track  of  the  inhabitant  ^  which 
was  a  much  more  dificnlt  cine  in 
the  former  cafe  than  thektter,  as 
the  lafl  of  an  Indian  file  always 
fmooths  and  covers  owr  with 
leaves^  the  tracks  made  by  his  fel- 
lows and  himfelf ;  fo  that  it  re- 
quires much  experience,  a9  well 
as  patience  and  induflry,  to  be 
able  to  developc  and  trace  them. 

The  degree  of  culture  about  the 
Indian  towns  was  confiderably 
higher  than  could  be  fuppofed 
from  former  obfervations  and  opi- 
nions relative  to  the  cuftortis  and 
manners  of  thefe  people.  The 
beauty  of  their  ixtuation>  in 
many  inftances  indicating  choice* 
and  deiign,  together  with  the 
like,  the  conflruftion,  and  the 
neatnefs  of  tlieir  houfes,  were  the 
firfl  great  objefb  of  admiratM>n  in 
this  new  country.  Snllivan  fays, 
in  feveral  places,  that  the  honfes 
were  not  only  large,  but  elegant  i 
and  frequently  mentions  their  be- 
ing built  of  frame-work.  The 
fiZe  of  their  com  fields  excited  hi& 
wonder,  as  well  \%  the  "high  de^ 
gree  of  cnltt^it  !  which  they 
mewed  -  Sotn : : .; ' .:  j  -".y  be  form  - 
cd  of  both,  f;»^M  :!••  v|.  intity  of 
com  the  Amen    is  iL  ,  ,. -ed  in 
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tfew  expectition  ;  which  they  cfK- 
matcat  l6o,OGo  bufhels: 

But  the  namber  of  fruit  trees 
which  they  found  and  dirllroyed, 
With  the  ate  and  antiquity  ctf  their 
orchards,  afford  an  objcflof  iiibch 
greater  adniratlon ;  a»  thcfe  cir^ 
camilahces  not  only  (hew  that  «iil- 
tiiration  was  not  of  ft  late  dattf  a- 
mon|  thefe  people,  bnt  tend  like- 
wife  to  chrcnhrow  that  opinion  (b 
fccneraHy  reccired,  that  die  Iil- 
aiaiK  ai^  incapable  of  looking  to 
futurity    in   thtfir  ctfridttft,    arid 
confc^catly  tdtally  tmprovident 
with  rtfpca  to  poft^ritv;    I'ethaps 
other  inilanctfs  of  this  rtatdfe;  arid 
JH  a  ilifl  Kighei*  degreej  may  yet 
^  DC  fonitdf  in  mortf  rcfmote  or  hid- 
den parts  of  Afiteripa }  arid  per- 
haps it  iilay  be  difcovercdi  that 
hian,  in  what  is  ca!I<*d  his  farage 
ftat^,  like  beavTBrsj  and  fonte  othef 
tniniais,    becomes   inoft  ftivagc, 
<rare!cft,  and  improvident,  in  pro- 
portioii  as  fie^iids  that  hi^Vie\Vs  are 
brofcen;  and  his  fecurity  leiTetiedi 
by  the  near  approach  of  the  civi- 
iized  parr  of  his  bwrl  fpfeciesi 

Sallivah  informs  xts,  that^  they 
Ctit  ddwil  iJoJJ  friiit  tfees  irl  one 
Orchard  t  and  takes  notice  in  dif^ 
ferent  places,  withont  the  fniallefl 
obfcrvation  on  the  faft,  that  mariy 
of  the  tfccs  carried  the  appearances 
of  great  age.  Neither  the  paft 
^normi<!ics  or  crtieltics  of  the  Iri^ 
diatls;  tte  policjr  of  the  moti\^es, 
the  jttitice  of  the  refentmeitt,  of 
tveri  the  fuppoRid  neceflity  of  the 
ttk,  can  prcveiit  the  pairi  arlfirig 
Id  a  fenitble  mind^  froiii  fac^r  a 
havDcIt  and  deftruAion  of  the  la-^ 
hours  ai»d'  hopes  of  niaiHcind  ;  it 
is  not  iinpoffiBIc;  that  the  very  Xm- 
provid^ce  impiited  to  the  pro- 
prietors, retidcrs  the  blight  which 
thus  fell  upon  dte  fruits  of  their 
poor  indvftfy  tke  mote  afBiOing. 


The  work  of  defblatidn  w^to 
<IJ)mplcted  withiti  the  ptefcribcd 
tlmei  and  rid  hiof  c  j  thei«  not  be^i 
irig  a  day  to  fpartf.  lit  that  time, 
the  Americans  had  deftroybd  foity 
Itidiati  towih;  olf  which,  Chi- 
ilefee,  die  largeftj  contained  iti 
hoirfesi  but  the  others  bore  no 
ph)poftion  as  to  ^t^:  It  feems 
oy  a  pafTage  in  Sullivaii^s  tetter^ 
as  if  tney  had  alr^dy  begaii  tocail 
a  wiftfttl  ey^  towards  the  cultiva- 
tion of  that  fine,  and^  tin  til  now^ 
ilnejirplol'ed  coiwitry;  Salitv|iii 
gained  great  publk  applaaie  by 
this  explditioil,  attd  rcccivai  tefti^i 
htoiiials  of  the  ftiHeft  appfobatioii 
aiid  warmeft  aff<^ioii  ffofli  hi« 
officers  and  afmy }  bnt  he  pui*i 
<:Hafed  thefe  gratifllsatioris  at  thei 
expcnce  of  a  rttiricd  eoriftitCltion; 
which  has  fince  reftfaia^d  hini ' 
from  ail  a<ftiire  fefvice: 

it  happexied  about  this,  leafon^ 
that  the  bayiperi  oi(  the  Mufquitd 
and  bay  of  Honditfas  flioits^  (as 
the  logwood  cutters  aie  callcdjf 
beiilg  haM  ptcffFed,  and  in  great 
danger  from  the  Spaniards,  thd 
governor  of  Jamaica  had  difpatch-^ 
ed  Captain  Daltympfle>  (com- 
mandant of  a  new  corps  hiifed  iii 
Ireland  for  the  fervice  of  that 
ifiand;  with  a  fihall  force  and  fom« 
arms;  to  tli^ir  Mitti  Admiral 
Sir  Peter  Parfecr  hadaHb  detached 
a  fmall  fquadrori;  coniiAirig  of  the 
Ghaforij  Ldweftoffe,  arid  Potnonit 
frieate-s  with  the  Race-Horfe 
fchooner/  under  the  coridc(£t  of 
Captain  Luttrell;  of  the  ChaKmi 
5^s  commodote,  to  the  bay  of  Hon  • 
dufas,  in  ordei'  to  intercept  fome 
Spanifh  rcgiftcr  fhips;,  which^ 
however,  cicaped  into  the  excel* 
lent  hafbonf ,  arid  under  the  vto^ 
teftion  of  the  ftrorig  foftrefs  or  St; 
Fernando  de  Omoa,  where  thejr 
ivcre  fbitrid  WO  weU  feeufed  fo# 
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any  attack  by  fca,  which  the  pre- 
fent  fmall  fquadron  was  capable  of 
making. 

In  the  intermediate  time,  five  or 
fix  hundred  Spaniards  had  arrived 
in  fmall  craft  at  St.  George's  key, 
the  principal  fettlement  of  the 
baymen  on  the  coaft  of  Honduras, 
which  they  plundered,  and  befides 
othcrwife  treating  the  people  with 
great  barbarity,  fent  numbers  of 
them,  with  their  families,  as  pri- 
foncrs,  to  Merida.  It  happened, 
however,  that  by  various  fortu- 
nate accidents,  by  the  arrival  of 
/uccours,  by  the  fpirit  of  enter- 
prize,  which  fcems  in  a  particular 
manner  to  animate  thofe  who  have 
any  concern  on  that  coafl,  and  the 
exertions  of  feveral  bold  and  active 
officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  that 
ihe^  invaders  were  not  only  driven 
with  precipitation,  and  without 
perfeding  their  defign  of  defola- 
tion,  from  St.  George's  key  ;  but 
that  the  fcattered  baymen  being 
colleded,  thofe  who  were  lately 
refugees,  or  in  circumilances  of  im- 
minent and  immediate  danger, 
not  fatisEed  with  an  efcape,  af- 
pired  to  adventure  and  conquell. 

For  upon  the  expuliion  of  the 
Spaniards  from  the  coaft,  the  com- 
modore had  the  fortune  to*  fall  in 
at  fea  with  the  Porcupine  floop  of 
war,  with  Captain  Dalrymple, 
and'  his  detachment  of  the  loyal 
Irifti,*  under  convoy.  Nothing 
could  have  been  more  opportune. 
"The  commanders  immediately  de- 
termined to  unite  their  forces,  in 
an  attack  by  fea  and  land  upon 
Omoa  5  a  bold  attempt  with  their 
force,  but  in  which  fucccfs  hold 
out  a  profpedl  of  throwing  the  gal- 
Icons  (which  were  ftill  under  its 
iheltcr)  into  their  hands. 

The  fortrefs  at  Omoa  ihould 
have  l^cen  exceedingly  ilrong,  if 


ftrength  wer*;  always  the  confe* 
quence  of  labour  and  expence. 
The  Spaniards  had  for  many  years, 
been  employed  in  the  conftrudion 
of  the  work«.  The  walls,  (the 
ilones  of  which  were  raifed  in  the 
fea,  at  above  20  leagues  diftancc) 
were  about  28  feet  high,  fur- 
rounded  by  a  deep  dry  ditch,  and 
the  parapets,  of  folid  ftone,  were 
18  feet  in  thicknefs  It^was,  how- 
ever, to  be  coniidered  only  as  a 
fort  or  caftle  for  the  defence  of  the 
harbour,  the  town  itfelf  being  en- 
tirely open.  Its  batteries  fhewed 
about  40  pieces  of  artillery  ;  but 
it  feems  to  have  been  deficient  in 
that  refped,  as  well  as  in  point  of 
garrifon. 

The  land  force  of  the  aifailants, 
by  the  junction  of  the  baymen, 
along  with  the,  marines,  which 
were  entirely  given  by  the  com- 
modore to  that  part  of  the  fervice, 
fomewhat  exceeded  500  men  ;  the 
defenfive  force,  without  including 
the  runaway  inhabitants,  was  not 
much  inferior  in  number. 

In  advancing  to  ^«  ,^^. 
the  fort,  thfe  Lg.  ^^-  '^'^- 
lifh  were  fo  much  annoyed  by  the 
fire  from  the  town,  on  their  left 
flank,  that  after  deliberating  an 
hour,  in  order  if  pofiible  to  refrain 
from  the  meafure,  they  found 
themfelves  at  length  under  a  ne- 
ceifity  of  fctting  h  on  fire^  The 
commander  of  the  expedition  con- 
fidering,  that  any  thing  like  a  re- 
gular iiege  would  be  totally  bc/ide 
his  purpofe ;  that  fuch  a  meafure, 
befides  a  train  of  heavy  artillery, 
would  require  a  very  confiderable 
force,  as  well  to  withftand  the 
danger  from  without,  as  to  con- 
dud  the  operations  againft  the 
fort ;  and  that  his  fmall  party 
would  moulder  faft  away,  under 
tlie  incommoditlcs  of  climate  and 
conftaxic 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE..  [♦213; 


conftaoit  fatigue,  determined  to 
place  his  troft  in  a  coup  de  nutin, 
and  to  attempt  the  place  by  e- 
fcalade. 

Meafures  being  accordingly  con- 
certed with  the  commodore,  the 
Pomona  was  towed  in  pretty  clofe 
to  the  fort  during  the  night,  and  the 
heavier  (hips  took  their  proper  fla. 
tions,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  com- 
mence the  attack  on  their  fide  a-  ' 
boot  three  in  the  morning  ;^ving 
a  iignal  twentv  minates  before, 
which  was  to  dired  that  firom  the 
land.  In  the  mean  time,  1 50  men, 
in  four  columns  In  line,  and  car- 
rying the  fcaling  ladders,  were 
moved  down  the  hill,  where  they 
lay  waiting  for  the  fignal.  That 
being  given,  they  advanced  in  the 
fame  /ilence,  and  with  trailed 
arms,  under  the  fire  of  their  own 
batteries;  which,  with  the  heavy 
cannonade  from '  the  Ihips,  ferved 
to  deafen,  as  well  as  to  dtfbraA  the 
enemy  ;  to  that  they  paffed,  un- 
difcovered  by  the  Spanifh  centries, 
to  the  very  entrance  of  the  ditch. 

'f  here  they  were  difcovered,and 
the  columns  feemed  for  a  moment 
to  helitate ;  but  inftantly  recover- 
ing, they  advanced  to  fix  their 
ladders  to  the  wall,  immediately 
under  a  battery  of  kwe  euns.  The 
firil  ladder  was  demolimed  by  the 
flank  guns  cf  another  bailion,  and 
a  midthipman  of  the  Lowefboife 
killed,  and  feveral  wounded  ;  the 
other  ladders  were  damaged,  but 
fortunately  were,  not  renckred  ufe- 
lefs.  Two  feamen  having  mount^^ 
ed  the  wall,  levelled  their  mufkets, 
without  firing,  at  a  body  of  .above 
fixty  Spaniards,  and  fach  was  the 
panic  and  conflernation  that  pre- 
vailed,  -that  the^  kept  them  for 
fome  moments  m  awe,  a^d  even 
(lOtioQiefSi    while   their  friends 


were  afcending  the  ladders.  The 
garrifon,  notwithftanding  all  the 
efforts  of  their  officers,  fled  on  all 
fides.  Above  a  hundred  efcaped 
over  the  wall  on  the  oppoiite  fide ; « 
but  the  greatett  part  took  fhelter  in 
the  cafemates.  In  thefe  circnm- 
fiances,  the  governor  and  princi-* 
pal  officers,  making  no  requeH  but 
for  their  lives,  prcfented  their 
fwords  and  keys  to  the  comman* 
dant,  with  a  furrenderof  the  fort, 
garrifon,  and  (hips. 

The  prifoners  amounted  to  355, 
rank  and  file,  befides  officers  and 
inhabitants.  The  treafure  had 
been  removed  from  the  caftle  on 
the  approach  of  thp  Britilh  forces  | 
but  that  on  board  the  galleons, 
with  the  cargoes  of  other  vefifels  in 
the  harbour,  and  the  value  of  the 
fhips  themfelves,  were  eftimatcd 
at  about  three  millions  of  piaflers, 
or  pieces  of  eie;ht.  But  of  all  this, 
nothing  Was  fo  fevercly  felt,  or  fo 
real  a  xofs  to  the  Spaniards,  as 
that  of  250  quintals  of  quickfilver, 
newly  arrived  from  Old  Spain; 
a  commodity  fo  efTential  to  the  pu^ 
rlfication,  and  to  the  feparation  of 
their  eold  and  filver  ores,  from 
other  Dodies,  that  the  value  of 
their  mines  mufl  depend  upon  ita 
conftant  fupply.  This,  therefore, 
they  offered  to  ranfom  at  almoft 
any  price;  but  the  conquerors, 
preferring  the  public  good  to  their 
own  private  emolument,  would 
not  part  upon  any  terms  with  an 
article,  which,  though  of  no  great 
.  value  to  themfelves,  was  of  fuch 
immenfe  confequence  to  the  ene-* 
my.  Upon  the  fame  principle, 
they  refufed  to  ranfom  the  cafUe, 
for  which  high  offers  were  likewifn 
made,  and  left  a  garrifon  for  its 
defeivce ;  although  their  generous 
views  were  fruftrated  in  this  re* 
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fpcft'  by  its  (nbftquciit  lofs ;  a- 
nfingiHore  from  the  unheal  thin  cfs 
of  the  place,  than  from  any  power 
or  vigour  exerted  by  the  enemy 
fa  its  recovery. 

The  condnA  of  the  cojnipanders 
and  officers  by  feaand  Und  on  this 
icrvice  was  in  all  its  parts  exem^ 
plary.  Like  a  well  regulated  ma- 
chine^ nothing  waB  inert  or  defi- 
ficttt.  The  naval  captains.  Pa- 
Kimham,  Nugent,  and  Parker, 
had  opportunities  of  hein^  diftin^ 
guiftted  in  various  cafes  of  dliH^ 
cnlty  and  danger;  and  Captain 
Garden^  of  the  6qth,  who  ailed 
as  engineer,  acquired  no  Icfs  cre- 
dit in  his  depattment.  But  no- 
thing aiTprded  more  praife,  or  rer 
dounded  mote  to  the  honour  of 
co;»manders,  officers,  and  even 
private  individuals,  than  the  hu- 
manity and  genero^ty  with  which 
tjwsy  treated  the  vanquifiied.  This 
will  appear  ftill  the  |nore  truly 
laudable,  when  the  recent  caufes 
of  irritation  and  irefentment  which 
they  had  met  with  are  taken  into 
the  account. 

A  convention  was  concluded, 
between  the  Britilh  commanders 
on  the  one  fide,  and  the  Spanifli 
governor  and  officers  on  the  other, 
which  wf^nt  happily  to  the  re- 
demptiop  of  the  poor  bavmen  and 
their  families,  who  had  oeen  late- 
ly conveyed  to  Merida,  as  well  as 
other  EngliOi,  and  fome  Mofqnito 
Indians,  who  had  for  a  longer  or 
porter  time  been  in  a  fiate  of  im- 
prifonment  or  flarery-     The  go- 

ror  and  garrifo|i  were  enlai;gcd 
the  prrfent,  ^  prifoners  of 
war  npon  pasolies  |)Ut  bound  to 
letoxn,  fina  furreiider  themfelves 
at  a  given  tine,  if  the  xoodittoas 
inrere  not  complied  with.  As  the 
nvcrfion  of  the  Spaniards  to  the 


baymen  is  wdl  Jcnown,  jt 
thought  necefiary  to  retain  hofta^ 
gcs  on  this  occaixon.     And  as  a. 
farther  fecurity,  the  church-plato 
and  religious  ornaments .  for  which 
all  ranfom  iiad  Wen  refiifed,  was 
retained  as  a  depofit,  to  be  return- 
ed freely  as  a  prefcnt  along  with 
the  hbilaged,  upon  tbr  due  per«> 
fcrmance  of  the  conditions. 
'    The  recital  of  any  aA  of  mrro 
courage,  however  extraordinarvi 
in  ^  ^ti(h  feaman,  would  appear 
rather  fvtperfluous.     The  follow- 
ing inflance  of  magnanimity,  how- 
ever ^gulsr,   is  in   its  circum- 
fhmces  .m  truly  char.i^eriftic    of 
the  peculiar  nianners,  ideas,  and 
generous  valour,  of  that  invaliu 
able  order  of  men,  that  we  can- 
not reiVrain  our  xnclination  of  en- 
deavouring to  preferve    it   from 
oblivion.     A  common  failor,  who 
fcramblcd   fmgly  over  the  wall, 
had,  for  the  better  annoyance,  on 
all  fides,   of  the  enemy,   armed 
Jiimfelf  with  a  cutlafs  in  each  hand. 
Thus  equipped,  he  fell  in  with  a 
Spaniih  onicer,   jud  roufed  from 
fleep,  and  who,  in  the  hurry  and 
confnfion, had  forgotten  his  fword. 
This  circo^tftance  retrained  the 
fury  of  the  feaman  ;  who  difdain- 
ing  an  unarmed  foe,  but  unwil- 
ling to  relinquish  fo  happy  an  op- 
portunity of  difplaying  his  cou- 
rage in  fingle  combat,  prefented 
one  of  the  cntlafles  to  him,  telling 
him  *^  he /corned  any  advantage ; 
you  are  now  upon  a  footing  with 
me/*      The  aftonilhment  of  the 
officer  at  fucb  an  ad  of  generofity, 
and  at  the  facility  with  which  a 
friendly  parley  took  place,  when 
he  expeAed  nothing  lefs,  from  the 
nncottth  and  hoftile  appearance  of 
his  foe,  than  thatof  being  cut  in. 
ftantly,  and  without  pity  or  mercy, 
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into  pieces^    could  only  be  ri« 
Tailed  by  the  admiration ,  which 
his  relating  the  ftory  excited  in- 
his  countrymen. 

It  {eems  rcjiiarkable^  that  Rear 
Admiral  Hyde  Parker,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  Admiral  Byron  in  the  cpni«- 
maiul  on  tfae  Leeward  Illand  fia- 
tioa,  ihould  not  have  received  any 
eertaia  intelligence  of  d*Eftaing'» 
departure  with  his  fleet  to  the  coaft 
of  North  America^  antil  fo  late 
as  the  S4th  of  OAober,  when  he 
difcovered  it  by  the  capture  of  die 
Alcmena,  a  French  fngate  of  war. 
That  vieilant  commander,  well 
fecooded  by  Rear  Admh-al  Row- 
ley, pceferved  fo  decided  a  fi^F^- 
riorit^  over  M.  de  Ja  Motte  Pi- 
quet, duruig  the  latter  par^  of 
that  year,  and  the  beginning  of 
the  eofQing,  that  they  not  only  fe- 
vcrcly  diftrcffcd  the  French  trade, 
and  took  and  deftroved  the  greater 
part  of  a  convoy  within  Jus  view 
at  Fort  Royal ;  but  that  he  had 


himfelf,  at  one  time,  a  narrow 
efcape  from  falling  into  their 
hands*  It  is  likew^e  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  in  honour  to  the  French 
commander,  that  by  fuddenly  flip* 
pinf  his  caUes,  pnttbjg  out  to  M 
witn  diree  fhips,  and  with  great 
gallantry  and  dexterity  engaging 
me  forempft  of  the  Britifh  Acet, 
and  again  retirii^^  nnder  his  bat- 
teria^,  he  thereby  aiForded  an  op- 
portunity to  a  confiderable  pftrt  of 
that  convoy  \irbich  we  have  men- 
tiioiied  to  efcape.  .  It  was  upon 
that  occaiipn,  that  the  brave  Cap- 
tain GrifRth,  of  the  C(mqtteror» 
in  pnrfuing  the  enemy  too  clofe 
upon  tjieirpatterifs,  was  unforta- 
natdv  killed.  The  Britiffi  com* 
Qianders  had  Irkewlfe  the  fortune 
to  intercept,  and  a^er  a  cl^ace  of 
an  eictraordinary  length  to  tidce, 
three  large,  hea>^inetaUed  French 
frigates,  which  wjere  on  their  re* 
turn  from  the  iSavannah  to  K(ar« 
tinique. 
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^hodf  ][flan4/i^fi^i^aitd»  Defign  ^gtunft  tfewu  York frufiraUd by  jyEfiaing^$ 

failun  at  Sa<vannab.     SxfedittQti  asainft  Charles  Town*     Sir  Henry 

. .  Clinton  lands  luitb  the  army  in  South  Carolina  ;  takes  toJMion  of  the 


\  force  abandon  their  fia 
i    the  town,  'where  m/l  of  the  former  are  funk  to  h^r  a  pajfage.     The  ad- 
miral pajjes  the  hetovyfre  (f  thk  fort  on  Sullivan's  IJland,  and  takes 
'.  foj/klpt^^  of  the  iarbouf.     .General  Lincoln  Jummoned  -^nithmt  effe£l. 
.  .  State  of  the  ^defences  pn  ^barJ^s  Tffwn,  N^ck,     Colonel  Tarleton  cuts  off  a 
^  party  of  tberebelf/   Col.  tVebfier  paj/is  Cooper  .Ki^er  v;ith' a  detach^ 
'    fpf^ts  h  ^Ipich  the  city  is  ciojely  invefted*     tord  Cprrrwallis  takes  the 
.    command  on  thatfi^e, '    Siege  pr^ed^  nvith  great  *vigour,  ■  JIdfniral  Ar- 
,    buthnot  takes  Mount  Fleafant,  and  reduces  Fort  Moultrie.     Tdrlefon  de- 
*  feats  affd  dejirofs  the  rebel  cavalry,  '  Capitulation  of  Cbarkf  Tovun^ 
Garrifon,  artillery y  frigates^  l^c.     Rebels  again  defeated  by  Tdrlteten^ 
Hi'  H^^iXA^Wm     Regtjleaiotts  by  Sir  tienry  Clinton  for  the  fecurity  of  tb^ 
province*     Departure  for  Neiv   I'ork,      Earl  Corn*wallis  reduces    the 
.  fwbole  cfihny,     V^expe^ed  danger  to  <which  the  fe  verity  of  the  ^winter 
.    h^d  expofed  New  Tork.     Gallant  defence  made  by  Capt.  Cornnuallis, 
againfi  a  French  fuperior  na'v(tl  farce.     Three  nayal  aQions  betnveen 
Sir  George  Rodney  ^  and  M.  de  Guicbeny  prcdu^ive  of  no  decifi've  chnfe^ 
^uences.    InfurreQions  of  the  ley  alt  ft  s  in  North  Carolina  quelled,     Bnron 
de  Kalbe  marches  into  that  province  <with  a  continental  force.     Isfcllo^^j^ 
fd  by  Gen,  Gates y  tvho  takes  the  chief  command.     State  of  affairs  in  the 
tvjo  Carolina'r.     Battle  of  Camden.     Complete  <vi^ory  gained  by  Lord 
Corn*wallis.     Sumpter  routed  by  Tarleton. 

had  largely  contributed,  hoping 
to  end  the  war  by  one  dccifive 
ftroke ;  and  being  m  poffeffion  of 
the  North  River,  the  cloud  feemed 
ready  to  break  upon  the  iflands, 
as  foon  as  the  French  fleet  Ihould 
appear  in  fight ;  an  event  that  did 
not  fccm  to  be  far  diftant,  as  it 
was  expelled  on  both  fides  by  the 
new  allies,  that  the  taking  of  the 
Savannah  could  be  litt&  more 
than  the  work  of  a  day ;  and  that  . 
the  fucccfs  would  not  only  infpire 
confideace,  but  even  afifbrd  means^ 
for  the  attainment  of  the  grand 
objcft. 

Under 


THE  appearance  and  conti- 
nuance of  D'Eftaing  on  the 
coaft  of  North  America,  in  the 
aututnn'of  the  year  1779,  nccef- 
farily  fufprndcd  all  active  opera- 
tions on  the  fide  of  New  York; 
where  none  but  defenfive  meafures 
could,  be  thought  of,  under  the 
well-founded  apprehenfion  of  a  for- 
midable attack  by  fea  and  land, 
which  had  been  evidently  con- 
certed between  that  commander 
iiid  Qcnctal  Wafhing|oi\.  f  be 
latter  had  collected  a  wrong  force 
for  that  purpofe  in  the  Highlands, 
to    which  th^  northern    colonies 
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tJndcr  thcfe  apparent  circum- 
ftanccs  of  danger,  it  was  found 
advifeable,  befidcs  adopting  every 
ptkcr  means  of  a  vigorous  defence 
againft  a  greatly  fuperior  force,  to 
withdraw  the  garriibn  aad  marine 
from  Rhode  Imnd,  and  to  fuffer 
that  place  to  fall  again  into  the 
hands  of  the  Americans^ 

Bat  the  defeat  of  D^Eftaing^ 
and  ftill  ixu»e  the  lofs  of  time, 
which  attended  his  ill  conducted 
cnccrprize,  having  totally  fruf- 
tratcd  the  views  of  the  enemy, 
ferved  equally  to  extend  thofe  of 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
pf  Adiniral  Arbuthnot,  to  aftive 
and  effedive  fervice,  by  an  expe- 
dition to  the  fbuthern  colonies, 
Wafliington's  army  was  already  in 
a  great  meafnre  broken  up.  The 
auxiliaries  had  returned  home ; 
the  term  of  enliflment  of  a  great 
r umber  of  the  continental  fol- 
diers  was  expired ;  and  the  filling 
up  of  the  regiments,  by  waiting 
for  recmits  from  their  refpettive 
ilates,  mnft  neceffarilv  be  a  work 
of  coniiderable  time. 

South  Carolina  was  the  imme- 
diate  and  great  objeft  of  enter- 
prize.  Beftdes  the  numerous  be- 
nefits to  be  immediately  derived 
from  the  pofieffion  of  that  pro- 
vince of  opulence  and  ftaple  pro- 
duct, and  *the  nnfpeakable  lofs 
«'hich  it  would  occaiion  to  the 
enemy,  its  fituation  rendered  it 
f^ill  more  valuable,  from  the  fe- 
curity  which  -  it  would  not  only 
afford  to  Georgia,  but  in  a  very 
confiderablc  degree,  to  all  that 
foathem  point  of  the  continent 
which  ftretches  beyond  it. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton's  land  force 
heing  now  whole  and  concen- 
trated  by  the  evacuation  of  Rhode 
liland,  it  afforded  means  as  well 


as  incitement  to  tntesftM.  TH* 
army  was  likewafe  in  excellent 
condition  ;  the  reinioFCRnents 
from  England  had  aot  been  im-. 
paired  by  any  Service ;  and  it  was 
abundantly  -provided  with  artil. 
iery^.and  with  all  the  other  en- 
^nes,  furniture,  and  provifion  of 
war.  Nor  was  the  naval  force  lefs 
competent  to  its  purpofe ;  thei^ 
being  nothing  then  in  the  Ame- 
rican feas,  which  could  even  yen-* 
ture  to  look  at  it.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  diflance  of  Soath  Ca^ 
rolina,  from  the  center  of  force 
and  adion,  cut  it  off  from  all 
means  of  prompt  fupport  in  any 
cafe;  while  the  preient  ftate  of 
the  American  army,  along  with 
many  circnmftances  in  the  fitoa- 
tion  of  their  public  affairs,  ren^ 
dered  the  profpe6t  of  any  time^ 
ly  or  efft^ual-  relief  extremely 
faint. 

*  Although  every  thing  had  been 
for  fome  time  prepared  for  the 
expedition,  and  the  troops  even 
embarked,  yet  through  the  defedl 
of  any  certain  intelligence,  as  to 
the  departure  of  D'Eilaing  from 
the  coaft  of  North  America,  it 
was  not  until  within  a  few  days  of 
the  clofe  of  the  year,  ^  -.  , 
that  the  fleet  and  con-  ^^^'  ^^^^' 
voy  proceeded  from  Niew  York. 
The  voyage  from  thence  to  the 
Savannah^  (where  they  did  not 
arrive  until  the  end  of  January) 
uas  very  unprofperous.  Befides 
its  extreme  tedionfnefs,  the  fea 
was  fo  rough,  and  the  weather  fo 
tempeftnous,  that  great  mischief 
Avas  done  among  the  tranfports 
and  victuallers.  Several  >srere 
loft ;  others  difperfed  and  dan^g« 
ed ;  a  few  were  taken  hy  the 
Americans  ;  an  ordinance  ihip 
went  down^  with  all  her  ilores ; 

and 
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and  almoft  aU  the  horiet^  whiter 
ofdr^og^t,  or  appcruinixig  to  i^ 
cavaky,  woreioit 

FrMn.SavaoBah^  the  iket  ^u^l 
^rmy  proceeded  before  the  middle 
9f  fcbrjuaxy,  to  the  lalet  or  hnj:* 
bo«r  of  K«rdk  £diilo«  on  th^  poail 
«£  &ckAth  Caiolisa*  where  the 
imnj  was  landed  without  opf>o* 
fition  or  difficulty ;  aod  took  fof- 
MBxM  wiith  ex^nal  facility,  ^r&. 
of  }ohfl's  liland,  and  Q«xj«  that 
•f  James,  which  ftretches  ,to  tJhe 
joath  of  Charles  Town  HarJ>oui:. 
We  have  already  had  .occaiioxij  m 
ear  account  of  Gun*  Prevod's  .ex- 
pedition, to  take  fonexM>tiGe  of 
the  gfiOfi;raphy  and  nature  of  this 
flat  faml  uii\Ua.ted  cojantjry*  The 
aimy  afircwaxds,  by  throwing  a 
bridge  over  the  Wappoo  cut,  ex- 
teDfded  its  pofts  on  the  mainland, 
loi^ibanksof  AihleyRiver^  be- 
tween  which  and  Cooper's  River, 
Charles  Towa  iukds ;  the  ap* 
DBoaoh*  to  it  faring   called    the 

.  The  grneral  is  not  explicit  in 
his  information,  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  difficulties,  or  rather  wants, 
ivhicfa  were  the  caufe  of  detaining 
the  army  in  this  poiltioo,  untU 
near  the  end 4>f  March)  he  feeni- 
ing  to  coniider  thefe  ciicum- 
Aances,  as  matters  already  well 
ttnderlboad  by  the  Secretary  of 
Aute.  We  only  learn,  .that  a 
train  of  heavy  artillery  fupplied 
by  the  large  ihips  of  the  tiect, 
jpeith  a  body  of  i^ors,  und^or  (he 
4K>adu&  of  Capt.  Elphii^lone  of 
.the  navy,  were  of  fingular  ier> 
vice  in  the  profecution  of  the 
fiege  ;  and  that  the  general  found 
it  aeceflary  to  dr^w  a  reinfoi^e. 
ment  from  Geoisgia,  which  joined 
him  without  any  oth^r  interrup- 
liooi^  than  the  natur^  dificulties 


of  the  iroMAtr/  <which  wepie  fot 

finJl)  during  atoilibme  march  of 
twelve  days. 

The  pa&ge  of  mjt^^i,^^ 
Afhky  River  was  ,*^  *'* 
ejected  witli  great  ' 

iacility^  thi;o'  the  aid  of  the  naval 
oAers  find  Teamen,  w^h  their  boats 
and  armed  gallies'j  and  ithe  araiy. 
With  its  artillery  and  ilores^  was 
landed  wiihouc  oppoiltioii  on 
(Charles  Town  Nedc.  On  the 
night  of  the  I  il  of  April,  they 
broke  ground  witliin  800  ya^ds  of 
^e  en«;my's  works ;  and  in  a 
Aveek,  their  g-uns  were  mounted 
in  ba^tefy. 

.  In  the  mean  time.  Admiral 
Arbuthno^  had  not  been  dehcient 
in  his  endeavours  for  the  paiUng 
^f  Charles  Town  Sar,  in  order 
etfedually  to  fccpnd  t;he  operational 
of  the  army.  For  this  purpofe 
he  ihifted  his  Hag  from  uie  Eu- 
ropa  of  the  line^  to  the  Roe 
Buck  .of  44  guns,,  whicl^,  with 
the  Renown  and  Romulus^  were 
lighlW^d  of  their  guns,  provi- 
iions  and  water ;  the  lighter  fri- 

fates  being  capable  of  puffing. the 
ar  without  that  preparation. 
Yet  fo  difficult  was  the  cafk  in 
any  (late,  that  they  lay  in  that 
iituation,  expofed  on  an  /open 
coaii^  in  the  Winter  feafpn^  to 
the  danger  of  the  feas^  and  to 
the  ijifults  of  the  encmy>  for 
above  a  for  mighty  before  a  |kro- 
pcT  opportunity  o^ered.  I'he 
bar  was,  however,  then*  |>aired 
(on  the  20th  of  March)  ^without 
Jofs  ;  and  the  entrajice  of  the 
Jiarbour  gained  without  ,  diffi- 
culty. 

The  enem^  ha^  a  coniiderable 
marine  force  m  the  harbour,  wbich 
might  have  been  expend  to  con- 
tribute more  to  the  defence  of  the 
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tnwn  mA  yaffiige  cfcan  it  aAiisily 
did.  7iiis  confifted  of  sn  Amitn- 
can  tkip,  buih  fince  the  troublrs, 
and  pierced  for  ^  gons,  but 
moQRtifig  only  44 ;  of  feven  fri- 
gates of  the  fame  covntay,  fraoi 
53  to  16  g»ns;  whh  a  Fresch 
^gate  of  t6  gttns,  aad  a  polacre 


of  dghteeii.  Theie,  at  £rft,  ed- 
an  the  admiral's  setting  over  the 
bar,  ihev^ed  a  dapofitioii  to  dlf- 


pnte  the  poflage  up  the  river;  and 
accordingly,  they  M^eve  mowed 
with  icme  armed  gaUies,  a«  a  nar* 
fovppafs^  between  SaUiran '9  lilaiid 
and  tbe  middle  gtottnd,  in  a  po- 
fition  which  would  ha^  «nabW 
tiiem  to  rake  liis  f^adfon  «i  it6 
approach  to  fodt  Moukrie. 

This  appearanoe  of  jefolotfon, 
however,  gave  way  to  more  timid, 
and  it  iuMAdfeem,  Ids  wife  cooiu 
cii.  For  abandoning  every  tdea>of 
refi(bmce,  nod  kax^mg  the  fort  10 
its  own  fbmme,  they  letired  to 
Charles-Town ;  where  mofl  of  the 
ihips,  tvith  a  nnmber  of  merchant 
veflels,  being  fitted  with  chevaox 
de  frize  on  their  decks,  were  fnnk 
to  obflmd  the  channel  of  the  ri- 
ver between  the  town  and  Shutss- 
Folly;  thus  converting  a  living 
a^ve  force  into  an  inert  machine. 
This  obftacie  removed;  and  the 
fiiccefs  of  the  attack  on  the  land 
fide  d<rpending  almoft  entirely  on 
the  joitit  operation  of  the  fleet, 
the  admiral -took  a  favour<d>le  op* 
port  unity  of  wind  and  water,  to 
pafs  the  heavy  batteries  of  Fort 
Moultrie,  on  Sullivan's  Ifland;  fo 
much  celebrated  for  the  obilinate 
and  fuocefsful defence,  which,  we 
bave  he^rtofore  ieen,  it  made, 
againft  che  long,  fierce  and  bloody 
attack,  of  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Par- 
ker. 


The  paffage  was  cf-     »     m   j. 
iWfced,  wderafcvei*    Apnl©*- 
and  impetuous  fife,  with  lefs  \db 
43^  lives  than  ctnM  4vave  bees  well 
expe^ed;  the  number  of  (eamen 
killed  and  wovnded  being  under 
^larty^    The  fleet,  however,  M*- 
fored  in  other  refpeds  from  the  Bre 
of  the  enemy;  and  a  tranfport, 
with  £amt  naval  ftoros,  yirzs  of  ne- 
cefli ty  abandoned,  and  burnt.  •But 
the  great  objeft  was  now  gained ; 
they  were  in  p<^fleflion  of  the  har- 
bour, ahd tooK  fttcheflfe^lnal mea- 
(nres  for  blocking  np  or  fec-urlng 
the  various  inlets,  that  the  town 
was  little  lefs  than  completely  in- 
veiled.     As  the  enemy  had  placed 
^eir  principal  tmft  in  the  defence  of 
the  paflage  np  the  river,  and  liiere- 
by  keeping  the  harbour  free,  and 
their iiack  iecnfe,  nothing  could 
be  more  terrible  to  them  &n»  this 
iitnation  of  the  fleet;    wherd^y 
Iheir  defiHices  were  ^ady  m«A- 
lifllied,    their  attention   diverted 
mm  the  land  flde,  and  their  meant 
of  reKef,  or  even  of  efeape,  con- 
fiderabljr  ftreightened.  - 

In  this  llate  of  things,  the  bat- 
teries ready  to  be  opened;  th* 
commanders  by  lea  and  land,  lent 
a  joint  fummbns  to  General  Lin- 
coin,  who  commanded  in  Charles- 
Town  ;  holding  out  the  fatal  con- 
fequences  of  a  cannonade  ani 
florm,  flaring  the  prefent,  as 
the  only  favourable  opportunity 
for  preferving  the  lives  and  pro- 
perty of  the  inhabiunts,  and 
warning  the  commander  that  he 
Ihould  be  refponftble,  for  all  thofe 
calamities  which  might  be  the 
fVttits  of  his  obflinacy.  Lincoln 
anfwered,  that  the  fame  duty  and 
inclination  which  had  prevented 
liim  from  4bbandoniQg  Charles- 
Town, 
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Town,  djaridg  fixty  days  know, 
ledge  of  their  hoftile  intentions^ 
operated  now  with  equal  force,  in 
prompting  him  to^iefend  it  to  the 
fail  extremity. 

The  defences  of  Charles-Town,, 
on  the  necky  were  for  their  nature 
and  Handing,  very  coniiderable. 
T'hey  confided  of  a  chain  of  re- 
doubts^ lines,  and  batteries,  ex« 
tending  from  one  river  to  the 
other ;  and  covered  with  an  artil- 
lery of  eighty  cannon  and  mor^ 
tars.  In  the  fron^  of  either  Hank, 
the  works  were  covered  byfwampsj 
originating  from  the  oppotflte  ri-. 
vers,  and  tending  towards  thecen^ 
ter  ;  through  which  they  were  con- 
Itemed  by  a  canal  paffing  f]X>m  on^ 
to  the  other.  Between  thefe  out- 
ward impediments  and  th?  works, 
were  two  ftrong  fows  of  abbatis^ 
the  trees  being  buried  Haating  in 
the  earth,  fo  that  their  heads  fac- 
ing outwards,  formed  a  kind  of 
fraize-work  againft  the  afTailants; 
and  thefe  were  farther  fecured,  by 
a  ditch  double  pjki^etted.  In  the 
center,  where  the  natural  defences 
yretc  unequal  to  tkofe  on  the 
flanks,  a  horn- work  of  mafonry 
had  been  cohilruded;  as  well  to  re- 
medy that  defe^,  as  to  cover  the 
principal  gate;  and  this  during  the 
iiege  had  been  clofed  in  fuch  a 
'manner  as  to  render  it  a  kind  of 
citadel,  or  independent  fort. 

The  fiege  was  carried  on  with 
great  vigour;  the  batteries  were 
foon  perceived  to  acquire  a  fuperi- 
ority  over  thofe  of  the  enemy;  and 
the  works  were  pulhed  forward 
with  unremitted  induilry.  Soon 
after  the  middle  of  April,  the  fe- 

,      cond  parallel  was  complete 

^    '    ed  ;  the  approaches  to  it  fe- 

cured ;  and  it  was  carried  within 


450  yards  of.  the  main  works  of 
the  beiieged.  Major  Moncriefle, 
who  had  gained  fo  much  honour 
in  the  derence  of  the  Savannah, 
acquired  no  lefs  applaufe,  from  the 
very  fuperior  and  maftcrly  manner 
in  which  he  condudled  the  ofFcnfive 
operations  of  the  prefent  ftege. 
.  The  town  had  kept  its  commu- 
nication open  with  the  country, 
on  the  farther  fide  of  Cooper's 
river,  for  fome  time  after  it  had 
been  inve^edon  other  fides  by  the 
fleet  and  army ;  and  fome  bodies  of 
militia  cavalry  and  infantry  began 
to  afTemble  on  the  higher  parts  of 
that  river,  who  being  in  poifeffion 
of  the  bridges,  might  at  leaQ:  have 
become  troubleibme  to  the  forag- 
ing parties,  if  not  capable  of  dif- 
tttrbmg  the.  op'erations  of  the  ar- 
my* The  general,  as  foon  as  his 
fitaation  would  permit,  detached 
1400  men  under  Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Webftcr,  in  order  to  ftrike  at 
this  corps  which  the  enemy  were 
endeavouring  to  form  in  the  iield^ 
to  break  in  upon  their  remaining 
communications,  and  to  feize  the 
principal  palTes  of  the  country. 
On  this  expedition  Lieutenant-co-^ 
lonel  Tarletoh,  at  the  head  of  a 
corps  of  cavalry,  and  feconded  by 
Major  Fcrgufon's  light  infantry 
and  markfmen,  afforded  a  flriking 
fpecimen  of  that  adlive  gallantry, 
and  of  thofe  peculiar  military  ta-» 
lents,  which  nave  fmce  fo  highly 
dillinguifhed  his  charaftcr.  With 
a  very  inferior  force,  he  furprized, 
defeated,  and'almoil  totally  cut 
off  the  rebel  party;  and  having 
thereby  gained  poiTefilon  of  Bigr 
gin's  Bridge  on  the  Cooper  River, 
opened  the  way  to  Colonel  Webr 
fler  to  advance  nearly  to  the  head 
of  the  Wandoo  River,  and  to  oc- 
cupy 
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cupy  the  paflei  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  to  Ihat  Charles-Town  np  cn- 
tiicly. 

As  the  arrival  of  a  large  rein- 
forcement from  New  York,  en- 
abled the  general  coniiderably  to 
ftrengthen  the  corps  under  Web- 
ller,  fo  the  importance  of  the  fi- 
tuation,  inducedf  Earl  Cornwallis 
to  take  the  command  on  that  fide 
of  Cooper's  River,  Under  the 
conduaof  thisinobleman,  Tarlc^ 
ton  attacked,  defeated  and  ruined, 
another  body  of  cavalry,  which 
the  enemy  had  with  infinite  difli- 
cuhycoliecled  together. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  befiegcrs 
had  completed  their  third  parallel, 
which  they  carried  clofe  to  the  re- 
bel canal  I  and  by  a  fap  pufhcd  to 
the  dam  which  fupplied  it  with 
water  on  the  right,  they  had 
drained  it  in  feveral  parts  to  the 
bottom.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
admiral^  who  had  conftantly  pref- 
fcd  and  diilreffed  the  enemy,  in 
every  part  within  his  reach,  hav- 
ing taken  the  fort  at  Mount  Plea- 
fan  t,  acquired  from  its  vicinity, 
and  the  information  of  the  defert- 
ers  which  it  encouraged,  a  Tull 
knowledge  of  the  fl:ate  of  the  gar- 
rifon  and  defences  of  Fort  Moul- 
trie, in  Sullivan's  Ifland.  In  por- 
fuarice'of  this  information,  and 
determined  not  to  weaken  the 
operations  of  the  army,  he  land- 
ed a  body  of  feamen  and  marines, 
in  order  to  ftorm  the  place  by  land, 
while  the  (hips  battered  it  in  every 
poffible  diredion.  In  thefc  cir- 
cumfianccs,  thegarrifon,  (amount. 
ing  to  fomethin^  more  than  200 
men)  feeing  the  imminent  danger 
to  which  they  were  expofed,  and 
fenfible  of  the  impofiibility  of  re- 
lief, were  glad,  by  a  capitulation. 


to  furrender  thcmielves  .^        ,, 

prifonersof  war.  May  7  th. 

Thus  enclofed  on  every  fide, 
and  driven  to  its  laft  defences,  the 
general  wifhine;  to  preferve  Charles 
Town  from.  de&;uAioa,  and  to 
prevent  that  eifuiion  of  human 
blood,  which  mud  be  the  inevit* 
able  confi^qoence  of  a  fionn,  open* 
ed  a  correfpondence  on  the  follow* 
ing  day  with  Lincoln,  for  the 
purpofe  of  a  furrender.  But  th^ 
conditions  demanded  by  that  com- 
mander bein^  deemed  higher,  than 
'his  prefect  circumftances  and  fitu- 
^ion  entitled  him  to,  they  were 
reje^ed,  and  hollililies  rei^ewed. 
The  batteries  on  the  third  parallel 
were  then  opened,  and  fo  great  a 
fupcriority  of  fire  obtained,  that 
the  befiegers  were  enabled  under 
it  to  gain  the  counterfcarp  of  the 
out-work  which  flanked  the  canal; 
which  they  likewife  pafied;  and 
then  pufhed  on  their  works  dircft- 
ly  towards  the  ditch  of  tlie  place. 

The  obje&ions  to  the  late  con- 
ditions required  by  Gen.  Lincoln, 
went  principally  to  ibme  ilipu* 
lations  in  favour  of  the  citizens 
and  militia ;  but  the  prefent  flatq 
of  danger  having  brought  thofe 
people  to  acquiefce  in  their  be- 
ing relinquiihed,  as  the  price  of 
(ecurity,  that  commander  accor- 
dingly propofed  to  furrender  upon 
^he  terms  which  were  then  oiFered, 
The  Britilh  commanders,  befides 
their  averfenefs  tg  the  cruel  extre- 
mity of  a  florm,  were  notdifpofed 
to  pref^  to  uncondicipnal  fubmif- 
fion,  an  enemy  whom  they  wilhed 
to  conciliate  by  clemency.  They 
granted  npw  the  fame  conditions 

which  they  had  before  ^, .,  • 

offered;  and  thecapi.  ^*^  "^^* 
tuiation  was  accordingly  figned.  .« 
.       .  th« 
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The  nrrifim  were  allcM^d  fem^ 
of  Che  honours  of  war;  Bac  tke^ 
were  not  ^  aneafe  their  colours, 
IKH*  their  dvams  to  beat  a  Britiih 
m»rch*  The  ccmtinental  troo|>t 
and  (tzMeit  were  Co  keep  thenr 
baggage,  and  to  remain'  prifeners 
of  war  until  they  wei%  exchanged. 
The  militia  were  to  be  permitted 
to  retttm  to  their  refpedive  homes, 
as  priAineii»  on  parole  ^  and  wMIe 
they  adhered  to  their  parole,  were 
not  to  be  motefted  by  the  Brkiflr 
tro6ps  in  petfen  or  property.  Th« 
citizens  of  adi  forts  to  be  consider- 
ed as  prifeners  on  |>ar(^  ;  and  t<> 
hold  uicir  property -on  the  fame 
temu  with  the  mititia.  The  olB*- 
eers  of  the  army  and  nary,  to  re- 
tain  their  iervants,  fwords,  piftols, 
and  their  ba|rjrat:e,  nnfearched. 
Horfe,  were  4W..s  to  carry, 
ing  them  out  of  Char!e»  Tcwn  ; 
but  they  were  allowed  to  difpofe 
of  them  in  the  town* 

Seven  general  officers,  ten  con^' 
tinental  regiments,  and  three  bat* 
talions  of  artillery,  became  pri- 
foners  upon  this  occafion.  The 
whole  number  of  men  in  arms  who 
were  taken,  includrng  town  and 
country  militia,  and  French,  a^ 
mounted  to  5611,  excluftve  of 
tk€ar  a  dtoufand  feamen.  The 
fluitibef  of  rank  and  file,  which 
ippffai*  oil  this  lift,  bear  no  pro- 
portion to  the  clouds  of  cbmmiffion 
and  rion-^commiffion  officers,  which 
exceed  nhttf  hmtdred.  The  Hiin<< 
liefs  of  xkt  continental  regiments 
iccouifts  pttrtiy  for  this  circum'^ 
^zvicei  h  appearing  from  Lin- 
coln'* tetom  to  eoagrefs,  that  the 
H^Ie  rinml^  of  men  of  every 
ibttv  iatdsdifd  in  fo  nlany  regi- 
ments and  l»ttaU6ns^  at  the  time 
of  tk6  fnrtend^,  did  rtot  amonnt 
to-^te  ^foo.    He  boafts  in  chat 


letter,  that  he  kit  only  vvfMt^ 
men  by  deiertion,  in  fix  weeks  be^ 
fore  the  furrender* 

As  the  itege  wat  not  pi^uflive 
of  fallies  or  defperate  aiTaultSi 
which  were  in  a  confiderable  de-* 
gree  prevented  by  fituatioii,  and 
the  nature  of  the  worksi  the  lofs 
of  men  vkls  not  great  on  eithei* 
fide,  and  was  not  very  UAequall)^ 
ihared.  A  prodigious  artiller/ 
was  taken ;  amounting,  of  ever/ 
ibrt,  and  including  ihf>ie  in  th^ 
forts  and  (hips,  to  c6nfiderably 
more  than  400  pieces.  Of  thefe^ 
511  were  found  in  Charles  Towa 
only.  Three  ftout  rebel  frigates^ 
one  French,  and  a  polacre  of  t (J 
guns,  of  the  fame  nation,  whiclf 
eicaped  the  operation  of  being 
funk  to  bar  the  liver,  felt  like-^ 
wife  into  the  hands  of  the  vi^rs^ 

The  Carolinians  complainefl 
greatly  of  their  not  beinig  properly 
affiftea  by  their  neighbours,  par- 
ticularly the  Virginians,  in  this 
long  and  arduous  druggie.  If  the 
complain!  is  at  all  founded,  it  can 
only  relate  to  the  not  fendin?  of 
reinforcements  to  the  garrifon  be- 
fore the  city  was  clofely  inveiled  ; 
for  the  fouthern  colonies  po/TefiTed 
no  force  ^  which  was  in  any  degree 
equal  to  the  raifing,  or  even  to  the 
much  incommoding  of  the  fiege/ 
Nor  docs  it  feem  that  the  augmen- 
tation of  the  garrifon  would  havcf  i 
anfwered  any  effe^ual  pdrpofe;  ' 
At  the  commencement  of  th^ 
fiege,  an  American  UeiitcTfant-<^co-f 
lonel,.  of  the  name  of  Hafniltot^  ! 
Balkndine,  havkig  the  fbrtnne  of 
being  dcteded  iti  hh  atteftiot  to 
pafs  to  the  Englifh  camp  stt  nighty 
with  draughts  o§  the  town  and  ' 
works,  immediately  ftflffe/«l  the? 
unpitied  death  of  a  traitor.- 

The  moft  rapid  and  brxlliant 
fuccefs 
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faeoefs  now  acteitdtd  every  exer- 
tion  of  tke  Brttiih  ftrms;^  Lord 
Cornwaliis,  on  his  inarch  np  the 
north  fide  of  the  mat  Santee 
river,  haiviiig  receiTcd  hiteUi« 
gence  ih«t  tl£  remaimng  force  of 
the  ft&ek  wetr  coUeded  mur  the 
boider»  of  North  Carottna,  dif- 
pached  Col««fl  Tarlem,  with 
the  cnrtkf^  and  a  aew  corps  of 
lifht  iAteohr,  caUed  the  Legkm, 
aoaaewlog  huifchtfc^in  otmt  to 
roat  and  dtfperfc  that  hodv«  be. 
fore  it  cOttM  receive  mty  aadttioa 
of  Ibfoe  fipom  tht  neighbosring 
C6loaM« 

The  efleisy  heing  8t  fo  great  a 
diftance,  as  fiot  to  apprehend  al- 
moft  1^  poiibilitf  of  any  near 
danger^  had  oonfidered  other  clr« 
citoStances  of  conveaieace  inore^ 
cHan  the  meaiB^of  fecoringagood 
reoeax,  in  their  choice  of  fieua- 
tioa«  No  foch  negligence  could 
pafs  ai^pnnifhed,  nnder  any  cir- 
camftance  of  diftaace,  with  fuch 
an  enemy  as  they  had  now  to  en* 
coanter*  Cotonel  Tarleton*  up* 
oA  this  occafion,  exceeded  even 
his  own  nfnal  celerity  ;  and  hav- 
ing marched  105  miles  in  54  hoars , 
*i  ^1.    preiented  himfelf  fad- 

"lay  »9th.  Sertly  «,d  uoexpca. 
edly^  at  a  place  called  Waxfaw, 
before  an  aftoniihed  sad  difpirited 
wieroyi,  They,  however,  pofi- 
lively  rejeded  the  conditions 
which  were  offered  thcm^  of  fur* 
rendering  apon  the  .fame  terms 
with  the  ganifon  of  Charles 
Town*  Tte  attack  was  hi|^hly 
Spirited ;  the  defence*  notwith- 
<taadiog  the  cover  of  a  wood*  faint ; 
aad  the  mm  complete.  Above 
loo  were  killed  on  the  fpot ;  a- 
Wt  1  to  ib* badly  woanded  us  to 
be  nnaole  to  travel »  and  about  90 
^mught-awxy.  pri^snen^     I'heir 


colours,  baggage,  with  the  ft* 
mains  of,  the  artillery  of  the 
fottthern  army,  fell  into  the  handa 
of  the  vidors.  The  loiii  on  their 
ftde,  though  the  rebels  were  f«p»» 
rior  in  niunber,  was  very  trifliagi^ 

After  this  fuceefi,  there  waa 
nothing  to  refit  the  arms  of  Lord^ 
Cotnwallis  1  and  the  redaction  of 
that  exten£ve  colony  of  Soatk 
Cafoliaa,  was  deemed  b  cofi»- 
plete,  at  the  time  of  •  - 

Sir  Henry  Cliaton's  J^"^  5**. 
departure,  on  returning  to  his  go** 
verameni  of  New  York,  that  he 
informs  the  American  ainiito  in 
his  letter,  that  there  were  fewaiea 
in  the  province,  whowere  noteither 
prifoners  to,  or  in  anas  with  the 
Britifli  forces ;  and  he  cannot  re- 
ftraitt  his  exultation,  at  the  num*. 
ber  of  the  inhabitants  wha  came 
in  from  every  4|uarter,  to  tefttly 
their  allegiance^  and  to  offer  theic. 
fervices,  ia  arms,  ia  fnppost  of 
his  Majefty's  governakeat;  aad 
who,  in  many  inftances,  had 
broagjit  as  prilbaers  their  fornier. 
opprefTors  or  leaders* 

That  commander  accordingly, 
in  iettliag  the  affairs  aad  govern' . 
ment  of  the  province,  adopted  a- 
f«:heme  of  obliging  it  so  contributo 
largely  to  its  own  defence ;  and 
even  so  look  forward,  in  prefent 
exertion,  to  fatnre  fecurity,  by 
taking  an  adive  (hare  in  the  fup- 
prel&oa  of  the  rebellion  on  ia  bor- 
ders. In  this  view,  he  feemed  to 
admit  of  no  neutrali  1  but  that 
every  man,  who  did  not  avow 
himfelf  an  enemy  to  the  Britiih 
government,  fhoald  take  an  adive 
part  in  it>  fupport*  On'  thisprta* 
ciple,  all  perfc>ns  were  expeded  to, 
be  in  readtnefs.  with,  their  arms  at 
a  moment's  warning  $  thofe  who 
had  fajttiiies*  to  iorm  a  miUtia  for 
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the  home  defence ;  bat  thofe  who 
had  none,  tx>  (erve  with  the  royal 
forces,  for  any  fix  months  of  the* 
*nfoing  twelve,  in  which  they 
mi^ht  be  called  upon,  to  aflifi 
^  in  driving  their  rebel  oppref- 
ibrs,  and  all  the  miferies  of  war, 
far  from  the  province*"  Their 
icrvice  was,  however,  limited,  be- 
fides  their  own  pro%'ince,  to  North 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  beyond  the 
l^ndaries  of  which  they  were  not 
to  be  marched ;  and,  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  limited  term,  they 
were  to  be  free  from  all  future 
military  claims  of  fervice,  except- 
ing theif  local  militia  duties.  So 
warm  were  the  hopes  of  fuccefs 
then  formed,  that  a  few  months 
were  thonght  equal  to  the  fubju* 
nation  of,  at  leaft,  that  part  of 
Sie  continent. 

This  fyftem,    of  fubduing  one 
part  of   the   Americans   by  the 
other ;  and  of  eftablifhing  fuch  an 
internal  force  in  each  fubjugated 
colony,   as  would  be  nearly,    if 
not  entirely^  equal  to  its  future 
prefcrvation    and    defei/ce,    had 
been  often  held  out,    and  much 
fug^fted  in  England,  as  exceed- 
ingly prafticable ;  and  indeed,  as 
requinng  only  adoption  to  infure 
its  fuccefs.     And  our  preceding 
commanders  on  the  American  fer- 
vice had  fuffered  much  obloquy  an d 
bitternefs  of  reproach,   for  their 
fuppofed  negligence,  in  not  pro- 
fiting of  means  which  were  rcpre- 
fented  as  fo  obvious,  and  which, 
as  it  was  faid,  would  have  been  fo 
fortunately  deciiive  with  rcfpeft  to 
the  war. 

The  wifdom  of  the  meafure  in 
queftion  depended  entirely  upon 
ttie  number  of  perfons  in  the  re- 
foe6tive  colonies  attached  to  the 
Britiih  government.  It  certainly 
6 


became  Sir  Henry  Clinton  ah<l 
his  noble  fuccedbr,  to  ufe  every 
method  their  genius  fuggeded  to 
them,  for  fecuring  or  extending 
their  conquers ;  but  the  fuccefj 
of  the  meafure  in  a  partial  expe- 
riment has  been  fuch,  as  will  juf- 
tify  other  commanders  for  not 
placing  an  iotire  and  general  de- 
pendence, upon  afiurances  of  fa-« 
vom-able  difpofitions  in  the  coio-i 
ftifts,  extorted  under  the  infinence 
of  fear,  which  have  every  wher« 
proved  entirely  deluiive. 

The  departure  of  Sir  Heilry 
Clinton  from  New  York,  had  ex^ 

Sofed  that  city  to  an  apparent 
anprer  upon  the  outfet  of  his  ex-' 
pedition,  which,  as  it  could  not 
pofitbly  have  been  forefeen,    no 
wifdom  could  provide  againil.— « 
A  winter,  unequalled  in  that  cli-» 
mate  for  its  length  and  feverity, 
had  deprived  New  York,  and  the 
adjoining  iilands,  of  all  the  de-> 
fen  five  beneiits  of   their  infular 
fituation;    and  while  it  alfo  de« 
prived  them  of  their  naval  pro« 
tedUon,    expofed  that  protection 
itfelf  to  an  equal  degree  of  dan- 
ger.    The  North  river,  with  the 
Itreights  and  channels  by  which 
they  are  divided  and  furrounded, 
were  every  where  cloathed  with 
ice  of  fuch  a  ftrength  and  thick- 
nefs,  as  would  have  admitted  the 
pailage    of  armies,     with    their 
heavieil  carriages  and  artillery  | 
fo  that  the  iilands,  and  :he  ad- 
joining countries,  prefented  to  the 
view,  and  in  efFed,  one  whole  and 
unbroken  continent. 

.  In  this  alarming  change  fo  fud- 
denly  wrought  in  the  nature  of 
the  fituation.  Major  General  Pat* 
tifcn,  who  commanded  at  New 
York,  with  the  Heffian  General 
Knyphau&n,  and  other  officers  on 
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64  guns,  with  the  ,.  ,  .  , 
Briftol  of  50,  and  ^^^^^  ^°^^* 
the  Janus  of  44,  he  fell  in  with^ 
and  was  chaced  by  the  French 
commander,  who  had  four  74  gun 
ihips  and  two  frigates.  Tne  fene- 
my  came  within  cannon  Ihot  by 
Ive  in  the  evening,  and  a  runnin? 
fight  was  maintaindd  through  thfc 
whole  night,  without  the  enemy's 
.venturing  to  come  along  fidc^ 
which  it  was  in  their  power  to  do4 
In  the  moriiin?,  the  Janus  being 
a  good  dcfal  difabled,  and  at  fome 
diftarice,  the  Lioii  arid  Briftol; 
through  the  deffft  of  vvind,  wer* 
6bliged  to  be  towed  by  their  boats 
to  her  affiftance.  This  brought 
on  a  geiieral  engagement,  which 
lafted  between  two  and  three  hours^ 
and  in  which  the  enemy  fuffered 
fo  much,-  that  they  were  obliged 
to  lie  by  to  fepair.  They,  how- 
ever, renewed  the  purfuit,  and 
continued  it  during  the  night, 
without  coming  within  gun  ffiot; 
But  the  appearance  of  the  Ruby 
man  of  war,  of  64  guns,  with  two 
Britilh  frigates,  in  the  morning  of 
the  third  day,  fuddenly  changed 
the  face  of  things.  The  French 
commander  was  now,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fiiperloHty  of  force 
which  he  flill  retained,  chafed  iii 
turn,  aftd  purfued  for  feveral 
hours,  with  the  utmoft  exultation 
and  triumph  by  the  Britilh  com- 
manders. 

Sir  George  Rodhev  had  arrived 
at  St.  Lucia,  and  taken  the  com- 
mand of  the.  fleet  Upon  the  Lee- 
ward Ifland  ftation,  by  the  latter 
end  of  March;  J  lift  previous  to 
his  arrival,  M.  d^  Guichen,  with 
25  fhips  bf  tne  linc',  and  eight  fri- 
gates, all  full  of  troops,  Jiad  pa- 
raded for  feveral  days  before  that 
ifland,  with  a  view  either  of  fur- 


thatftation,  took  the  moft  pru- 
dential and  fpecdy  meafures  for 
the  common  defence.  All  orders 
of  men  in  New  York  were  exnbo- 
died,  armed  and  officered ;  and, 
including  about  1500  feamen,  a- 
mounted  to  fomething  near  6000 
men.  -  The  officers  and  crews  of 
the  royal'  frigates,  which  were 
locked  op  in  the*  ite,  undeftoojc 
the  charge  ofa  redoubt ;  and  thofe 
€f  the  tranfport^,  visual lers,  and 
merchantmeh,  were  armdd  with 
pikes,  for  the  defence  of  the  Wharfs 
and  (hipping. 

It,  however*  happened  fortu- 
nately, that  General  Waihington 
was  m  no  condition  to  profit  of 
this  unlooked  for  event.  The 
ftnall  army  which  remaihed  with 
him,  hutted  at  Morris-Town,  was 
inferior  in  ftrength  to  the  royal 
military  defenfive  force,  exclufive 
6f  the  armed  inhabitants  and  mi- 
litia. He,  hotwithftahding,  made 
inch  movements  and  preparations, 
as  fafficiently  indicated  defign, 
andaifordedcaufe  for  alarm.  An 
ineffcdivc- attempt  was  6ven  made 
by  Lord  Stirling,  with  2700  men 
and  fomc  artillery,  upon  Stateri 
Ifland.  But  he  continued  on  the 
illandoiilydnedayj  and  retreated 
in  the  liight.  Ii\^  a  number  of 
fmall  ficirmiflies  and  ertterprisies, 
which  took  place  during  the  win- 
ter, the  Britilh  forcfes  had  cohti- 
aually  the'advaiitagej 

During  thefe  tranfa6tions  in 
North  Anlerica,  Captain  Corn- 
wallis,  on  the  Jamaica  ftatioii, 
acquired  great  honoUr,  by  the 
gallant  ddferice  which  he  tnjide 
^ith  a  very  inferioi'  force^  againft 
M.  dtf  la  Motte  Piquet,  who  Was 
hijnfelf  wounded  in  the  aftion. 
Being  on  a  cruize  off  Monte  Chrif- 
^9  in  his  owoL  fhip)  ihe  Lion,  of 
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prize,  or  of  overwhelming  the 
Britiih  force  by  their  great  fupe- 
riority.  The  good  dilpofition  of 
the  troops  made  by  Gen.  Vaughan, 
and  of  the  fhips  by  Rear  Admiral 
Parker,  however,  fruftrated  their 
deilgn  in  both  refpedb. 

This  viiit  was  foon  returned  by 
JSir  Georee  Rodney,  who  with  20 
fhips  of  the  line,  and  the  Centu- 
rion  of  50  guns,  for  two  days,  in- 
fulted  M.  de  Guichen  in  Fort 
koyal  harbour  in  Martinique,  go- 
ing fo  dofe  at  times,  as  to  be  able 
to  count  all  the  enemy's  guns,  and 
being  even  within  random  (hot  of 
their  batteries.  Nothing  being 
able,  notwithilanding  his  fupe- 
riority,  to  draw  the  French  com- 
mander out  to  an  engagement,  the 
Britifh  Admiral  found  it  necefTary 
to  depart  with  the  bulk  of  the  fleet 
to  Grofs  Iflet  Bay  in  St.  Lucia, 
leaving  a  fquadron  of  copper  bot- 
tommed  fhips  to  watch  the  moti- 
ons of  the  enemy,  and  to  give  him 
the  earliefb  pofTible  notice  of  their 
attempting  to  fail. 

Things  hung  in  this  Hate  until 
the  middle  of  April,  when  the 
French  £eet  put  to  fea  in  the 
night,  and  were  fo  fpeedily  pur- 
sued by  Sir  (jeorge  Rodney,  that 
he  came  in  fight  of  them  on  the 
following  day.  A  general  chace 
took  place ;  and  all  the  manoeuvres 
of  the  enemy  during  the  night, 
clearly  indicating  their  full  inten* 
tion  of  avoiding  an  engagement, 
their  motions  were  counteraded 
with  great  ability  by  the  Britifh 
commander. 

On  the  fucceeding  morning,  a 
yery  extraordinary  degree  of  fkill 
and  judgment  in  feamlinfliip  feems 
to  have  been  difplayed  on  both 
fides ;  the  evolutions  on  each  be- 
ing fo  rapid  and  various^  as  to  re- 


quire the  mofl  watchful  attentlom 
on  the  other  to  prevent  difad van- 
tage. The  French  fleet  were  con- 
fiderably  fuperior  in  force ;  a- 
mounting  to  23  fail  of  the  line, 
and  a  50  gun  fhip.  The  Englifh 
fleet,  as  before,  confined  of  20  of 
the  line,  and  the  Centurion.  .  Tlie 
van  was  led  by  Rear  Admiral 
Hyde  Parker ;  the  center,  by  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  the  rear 
divifion,  by  Rear  Admiral  Rowley. 

A  little  before  one  .^  .,  ._^-. 
o»€lock,    the    French  AP'"J*7th. 

were  brought  to  adion  by  fbme  of 
the  headmofl  fhips ;  and  about  that 
hour.  Sir  G.  Rodney,  in  the  Sand, 
wich,  of  90  guns,  commenced  the 
adion  in  the  center.  After  beating 
three  French  fhips  out  of  the  line, 
the  Sandwich  was  at  length   en- 
countered alone,  by  M.  die  Gui- 
chen, in  the  Couronne  of  the  fame 
force,  and  fupported  by  his  two 
feconds,   the  Fexidant  and  Tri- 
umphant.   It  feems  little  lefs  than 
wonderful,  that  the  Sandwich  not 
only  fuflained  this  unequal  combat 
for  an  hour  an  half,  but  at  length 
obliged  the  French  commander, 
with  his  two  feconds,  to  bear  away, 
whereby  their  line  of  battle  was 
totally  Droken  in  the  center.  This 
happened  at  a  quarter  pafl  four 
o'clock,  when  the  enemy  feemed 
to  be  compleatly  beaten.   Bat  the 
great  diflance  of  the  Bridih  van 
and  rear  from  the  center,  with  the 
crippled  condition  of  feveral  of  the 
fhips,  and  the  particularly  danger- 
ous Hate  of  the  Sandwich,which,  for 
the  fucceeding  24  hours,  was  with 
difficulty  kept  above  water,  render- 
ed it  impoffiole  to  make  the  vidory 
complete  by  an  immediate  purfuit. 
The  circumflances  of  this  ac« 
don  were  never  well  explained  or 
ttnderflood.     The   public  letter 
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from  tKe  .commander  in  cliicf, 
Which  was  publilhed  in  the  Ga- 
rctte,  teems  with  'implied  cen- 
fure  agaitift  His  officers  in  geiieral> 
withoilt  the  fmalleft  praifc  or  ap- 
probation of  anyone,  excepting  the 
captain  of  a  frigate;  It  Was  laid, 
that  his  fignals  were  treated  with 
contempt'  arid  difobcyed ;  arid  he 
feems  himfel?  j^  corivey  a  charge 
againft  fome,  of  not  engaging  clofe- 
!y.  It  is  certain,  that  a  few  of  the 
(hips  falFered  none,  of*  very  little 
lofs  ;  wbilft  feveral  others  were 
^reat  fufFerersi  If  we  recoil  eft 
rightlyi  one  captain  was  broke, 
Or  at  leaft  put  under  arreft,  and 
his  Ihip  given  to  another  officer ; 
nor  are  we  fure,  that  more  than 
one  court  martial  was  not  held. 
On  the  other  handj  Sir  George 
Rodney,  paffes  high  encomiums 
on  the  French  admiral,  and  is 
not  more  fparing  in  his  commen- 
dations of  the  gallantry  of  his 
bfficers. 

The  affair  fetmcd  fo  dark  and 
inyfterioiis  at  homci  that  it 
brought  out  a  motion  in  the  Hou(c 
of  Peers  on  the  5d  of  the  followinff 

iunc,  from  Lord  St;  John  (whole 
rother  or  near  relation  had  been 
killed,  gallantly  fighting  in  the 
a(^tion)  Tot  papers,  tending  to  an 
enquiry  into  the  fnbjeft.  Upon 
that  occafidrij  a  noble  military 
fearl,  read  a  letter  in  his  place ^ 
which  he  faid  he  had  received 
from  an  officer  who  was  prefent  in 
the  a6lion,  and  who  flood  high 
in  point  of  charafter  and  honour. 
In  that  letter,  it  was  faid,  that 
the  fpirit  of  a  certain  vi^e  admiral 

iwhofe  ilame  and  condufl  have 
b  long  been  objefts  of  public  dif- 
cuffion)  had  gone  forth,  and  in- 
fe^ed  the  Britiih  fleet ;  and  that 


the  fefvice  felt  all  the  evils  arif-  , 
ing  from  thofe  diffentions  which 
were  fown  by  onr  great  men  at 
home.  It  held  out,  befides  other 
matter,  that  the  fliips  were  foul, 
and  out  of  repair;  that  there  was 
a  great  fcarcity  of  all  kinds  of 
^aval  ftorcs ;  and  that  the  com- 
mander iri  chief  was  not  only 
much  diflatisiied  with  the  condud 
and  failure  in  duty  of  feveral  of 
his  officers,  but  likewife  with  thofe 
who  had  deceived  him,  relative  to 
the  Hate  arid  condition  of  the 
fquadfon  which  he  commanded. 
The  noble  reader,  in  his  com- 
ments on  the  letter,  faid,  that  :hf 
caufes  of  this  public  mibfortur.e 
had  originated  at  home ;  that  be- 
fides the  bad  condition  of  the 
(hips,  officers  were  put  into  com- 
maiid,  more  from  tneir  political 
attachments  or  principles ^  than 
from  their  reputation  or  fcrvice  j 
and  that  faftion  had  accordingly 
fpread  itfelf  through;  and  di\id- 
ed  the  whole  fleet.  As  the,  iiril 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  declared 
himfelf  equally  in  the  dark  with 
evel-y  other  peer  prefent,  as  to 
the  particular  tranlaCtions  of  the 
i;?th  of  April,  which  were  now 
the  objcfts  of  enquiry,  and  aflur- 
ed  the  houfe,  that  he  had  not,  by 
private  communication  ot  other- 
wife,  received  any  explanation  of 
the  public  Gazette  letter,  tht 
motion  was  cafily  overruled  upon 
a  diviiion,  and  the'  buiinefs  Con- 
tinues in  its  original  obfcurity^ 

The  lofs  in  the  Britiih  fleet, 
amouilted  to  izo  killed,  and  to 
353  wounded.  Of  thefc,  it  is  re* 
markablci  that  the  Hon.  Capt, 
St.  John  of  the  Intrepid,  and 
three  of  his  lieutenants,  were  kill- 
ed ^      Some  other    brave   officers 
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were  killed,  and  feveral  wound- 
ed. 

Such  expedition  was  ufed  in 
repairing  the  damage  done  to  the 
Ihips,  and  the  purfuit  was  renew- 
ed and  continued  with  fo  much 
fpirit,  that  on  the  20th  they  again 
got  fight  of  the  enemy,  and 
chaccd  them  for  three  fucceffive 
days  without  intermiffion.  The 
object  of  the  French  commander, 
befides  that  of  ufmg  all  pofTible 
means  to  avoid  a  fecohd  aftion, 
being  to  recover  Fort  Royal  Bay, 
which  he  had  fo  lately  quitted, 
but  where  only  he  could  repair 
his  fhattered  fleet ;  and  that  of 
Sir  George  Rodney,  befides  the 
hope  of  bringing  him  again  to 
aftion,  to  cut  him  off  from  that 
place  of  refuge  and  fupply.  M.  dc 
Guichen,  was  obliged  to  give  up 
his  fecond  object,  and  for  the 
prefervation  of  his  firft,  to  take 
ilielter  under  Guadaloupe.  No- 
thing could  afford  a  clearer  ac- 
knowledgement of  victory  to  the 
Britilh  commander ;  ahhough  un- 
fortunately it  was  not  attended 
with  all  thofe  fubflantial  advan-^ 
tages  which  were  to  be  wilhed. 
Sir  George  Rodney  returned  to 
cruize  off  Fort  Royal,  hoping 
thereby  to  intercept  that  enemy 
whom  he  could  not  overtake. 

The  enemy,  however,  not  ap- 
pearing, the  admiral  found  it 
neccffary  from  the  condition  of 
the  fleet,  after  feveral  days  cruize, 
and  greatly  alarming  the  ifland 
of  Martinique,  to  put  into  Choc- 
que  Bay  in  St.  Lucia,  as  well-  to 
land  the  fick  and  wounded,  as 
to  water  and  refit  the  fleet.  Thefe 
purpofes  being  fulfilled  with  great 
difpatch,  and  advice  received  of 
the  motions  of  the   enemy,    he 


again  put  to  fea,  and  in  four  days 
had    the    fortune    to  »*  ^. 

gain  fight  of  them.  "^"^  '°*''- 
within  a  few  leagues  to  windward. 
Both  fleets  continued  in  this  flate 
of  wind  and  condition  for  feveral 
days ;  the  Frerich  having  it  con- 
ftantly  in  their  power  to  bring 
on  an  engagement,  and,  not- 
withflanding  their  fuperiority,  as 
conflantly  ufing  effcdual  means 
for  its  prevention.  Befides  the 
fettled  advantage  of  the  wind, 
they  foon  perceived,  that  the 
cleannefs  and  condition  of  their 
fhips,  afforded  fuch  a  fuperiority 
in  point  of  failing,  that  they  feem- 
ed  to  erow  playful  with  refpeft  to 
the  Britifh  fleet ;  and  accordingly 
ufed  for  feveral  days  to  come 
down  in  a  line  of  battle  abreaft, 
as  if  they  meant  fcrioufly  and  di- 
reflly  to  hazard  an  engagement, 
until  they  were  arrived  withia 
little  more  than  random  cannon 
fhot,  when  they  fuddcnly  hauled 
their  wind,  and  again  departed 
out  of  all  reach. 

It  is  at  all  times  bad  jefting  be- 
fore an  enemy ;  even  fuppofmg 
that  enemy  to  be  a  much  lefs  de- 
termined and  formidable  foe  than 
a  Britifli  fleet.  In  the  courfe  of 
this  manoeuvring,  the  bravade 
being  encouraged  by  a  fudden 
and  maflerly  movement  made  by 
the  Britifh  admiral  for  gaining 
the  wind,  and  which  was  miflaken 
for  a  fymptom  of  flight,  the  whole 
French  fleet  were  nearly  entang- 
led into  that  which  of  all  things 
they  moil  wiflied  to  avoid.  They 
were  only  faved  from  a  clofe 
and  general  engagement  by  a 
critical  fhift  of  wind ;  and  even 
with  that  aid,  and  all  the  fails 
tliey  could  carry,  were  not  able 
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get  up.  It  was  accordingly  ob- 
ferved  that  they  fufFered  very  con- 
fiderably.  As  foon  as  their  rear 
was  extricated,  the  enemy's  whole 
fleet  bore  away,  with  all  the  fail 
they  could  pombly  prefs. 

It  appears  that  twelve  fail  of 
the  Britiih  fleet,  including  the 
Prefton  of  50  guns,  were  able  to 
come  up  fo  far  with  the  enemy, 
as  to  fuftain  fome  lofs.  Although 
the  van  was  led  pn'  this  day,  by 
Commodore  Hotham,  in  the  Ven- 
geance, with  great  reputation, 
yet  it  was  the  fortune  of"  the  Al- 
bion, Capt.  Bowyer,  to  ftand  the 
brunt  of  this  adion,  as  well  as  of 
the  preceding.  She  fufFered  ac- 
cordingly. The  whole  lofs  of 
the  fleet  in  both  engagements, 
amounted  to  68  flain,  and  293 
wounded  ;  and  of  thefe,  24  were 
killed,  and  123  wounded^  in  the 
Albion  only.  Admiral  Rowley 
fuff^ered  conflderably  in  the  former 
aftion,  but  much  more  deeply  in 
this  ;  in  which  his  brave  Captain, 
Watfon,  likewife  fell.  All  the 
*  officers  who  could  get  into  aftion 
in  either,  are  entitled  to  the  high^ 
efl  applaufe. 

The  Britifli  fleet  continued  the 
purfuit  of  the  enemy  for  two  days, 
when  they  totally  loft  iight  of 
them ;  the  chace  had  then  led 
them  40  leagues  diredly  to  the 
windward  of  Martinique.  The 
ftate  of  the  fleet  rendered  it  now 
abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  com- 
mander, in  chief  to  proceed  to 
Carlifle  Bay,  in  the  iflandofBar- 
badoes ;  which  afforded,  at  length, 
an  opportunity  to  the  French  of 
attaining  that  objeft  which  they 
had  fo  long  fought,  and  of  re- 
pairing their  fti altered  fleet  in 
Fort  Royal  harbour. 
Notwithllanding  the  tranquil 
[*/>]  3  appear- 


to  preferve  their  rear  entirely  from 
conflia. 

Rear  Admiral  Rowley's  divifion 
now  ccmpofed  the  van  of  the 
Brit'fh  fleet,  and  was  moft  gal- 
lantly led  by  Capt.  Bowyer  of  the 
Albion,  the  headmofl  ihip.  That 
^'  brave  officer  arrefted  the 
^  "  flight  of  the  ehemy  about 
feven  in  the  evening,  and  fuftained 
for  no  fhort  time  the  fire  of  feve- 
ral  of  their  heavy  fhips,  before  the 
tear  admiral,  in  the  Conqueror, 
and  two  or  three  more  of  his  divi- 
fion, were  able  to  come  up  to  his 
afliflance.  It  was  perceivable,  from 
the  latter  flacknefs  of  the  enemy's 
fire,  that  their  rear  had  fuflered 
confiderably  in  this  rencounter  ; 
the  Albion  and  Conqueror,  were 
the  fhips  that  fuflered  moft  on  our 
fide;  only  three  more  were  able 
to  come  within  reach  of  danger. 

The  enemy  from  this  kept  an 
awful  diftance,  and  ventured  no 
more  to  repeat  the  parade  of  com- 
ing down,  as  if  they  meant  to 
engage.  A  vigorous  effort  made, 
however,  by  the  Britifh  command- 
er a  few  days  after,  in  order  to 
weather  them,  although  it  failed 
of  the  intended  effeft,  yet  in- 
volved the  fleets  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  the  French,  forthepre- 
.  fervation  of  their  rear,  were 
•  ^  '  under  the  necelfity  of  ha- 
xarding  a  partial  engagement. 
They  accordingly  bore  along  the 
Britiih  line  to  windward,  and 
maintained  a  heavy  cannonade, 
at  a  diflance  which  could  not  ad- 
mit of  any  great  efi^eft,  but  which 
ihey  endeavoured  conftantly  to 
preferve.  The  rear,  however, 
and  fome  part  of  the  center,  could 
not  cfcape  being  clofely  and  fe- 
vwcly  attacked  by  the  Britifli 
van^  and  fnch  other  ihips  as  could 
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appearances  of  things  in  South 
Carolina,  at  the  time  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton's  departure  from  thence, 
jt  foon  became  obvious,  that  many 
of  the  inhaj)itants  were  fo  little 
fatisfied  with  the  prefent  govern- 
ment, that  they  endeavoure4  to 
difpofe  pf  their  property  upon 
fuch  terms  as  they  coul4  obtaif^, 
and  totally  to  abandon  the  pro- 
vince. This  condud  became  fo 
frequent  and  glaring,  that  Lord 
Cornwallis  found  it  neceflary  to- 
wards the  end  of  July  to  iflue  a 
proclamation,  ftriftly  forbidding 
all  fales  and  transfers  of  property, 
including  evei^  negroes,  without 
a  licence  firft  obtained  from  the 
commandant  of  Charles  Town  ; 
and  iikewife  forbidding  all  mailers 
of  veflels,  from  carrying  any  per- 
fons  whatever,  whether  black  or 
white,  but  of  the  colony,  without 
^  written  paflport  from  the  fame 
piHcerf 

In  the  mefin  time.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis, who  extended  his  views 
to  the  reduftion  of  North  Caro- 
lina, had  kept  up  a  condant  cor-^ 
refpondcnce  with  the  loyalifts  in 
that  polony,  who  eagerly  ufged 
him  tp  the  profecution  of  his  dc- 
fign.  But  befides  that  the  heat 
or  the  Summer  wa&  fo  exceflive, 
that  it  would  have  rendered  ac- 
tion exceedingly  deftruftive  to  the 
troops^  he  Iikewife  found,  that 
po  army  could  be  fubfift^d  in  that 
couijtry,  until  the  harveft  was 
pver,  Upon  thefe  accounts,  he 
parneftly  preiTed  tKe  friends  of  the 
Britifli  government  in  North  Ca- 
rolina, to  keep  themfelves  quiet, 
arid  f)-ee  from  all  fufpicion,  though 
in  readinefs,  until  the  proper  fea- 
fon  arrived.  But  the  ufual  im- 
pfitjence  ©f  thofc  people,  operated 
^pon  liy  the  vigilant  jcaloufy  of 


that  government,  or,  as  they  faid^ 
by  its  opprefiion  and  cruelty,  renr 
dered  them  incapable  of  profit > 
ing  of  fuch  f^Jutary  counfel.  In- 
furreftious  accordingly  took  place, 
which  being  cbnducted  without  or- 
der or  caption,  as  well  as  prema- 
ture, were  eafily  fupprefTed.  A 
Col.  Bryan,  however,  with  about 
800  half  armed  men,  efcaped  iatq 
South  Carolina,  where  they  join- 
ed the  royal  forces. 

During  the  necelTary  continu- 
ance of  the  commander  in  chief  at 
Charles  Town,  in  regulating  the 
government  and  affairs  of  the  pro-r 
vince,  the  part  of  the  army  defin- 
ed to  A&ive  fervice,  was  advanced 
towards  the  frontiers,  under  the 
cpndudl  of  X'Ord  Rawdon,  whQ 
fixed  his  head  quarters  at  the 
town  of  Camden.  The  advan- 
tageous  fituation  of  that  place  on 
the  great  river  Santee,  which  afy 
forded  an  eafy  communication  with 
feveral,  and  remote,  parts  of  the 
country,  together  with  other  in- 
viting and  favourable  circum*- 
(lances,  induced  Earl  Cornwallis 
to  make  it  not  only  a  place  of 
arms,  but  a  general  flore-houie 
or  repofitory,  for  the  fupply  of 
the  army  in  its  intended  opera- 
tions. He  accordingly  ufed  the 
utmoft  difpatch  in  conveying  thi- 
ther fr^^ni  Cileries  Town,  rum, 
fait,  arfns,  ammunitioi),  and  va- 
rious  ftores,  which,  from  the  dif- 
tance,  and  exceflive  heat  of  the 
weather,  proved  a  work  of  infi- 
nite labour  and  difHculty.  That 
noble  comn^ander  Iikewife  fpared 
no  pains  in  arming  and  embody- 
ing the  militia  of  the  proadnce, 
and  in  raifing  new  military  corp^ 
under  well  affefted  leaders. 

But  during  thefe  tranfadions,  a 

great  change  took  place   in  the 
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tfpcft  of  aiFairs  in  North-Carolina. 
For  beiides  the  fuppreflion  of  the 
loyali^«  who  were  treated  with 
little  mercy,  Major-General  the 
Baron  de  Kalbe,  a  German  officer 
in  the  American  fervice,  arrived 
in  that  province  with  2000  conti- 
nental troops ;  and  was  followed 
by  ibme  bodies  of  militia  from 
Virginia.  The  government  of 
the  colony  were  likewifc;  indefa- 
tigable in  their  exertions  and 
preparations,  at  leaft  for  defence, 
if  not  for  conquefl.  Troops  were 
raifed;  the  militia  every  where 
drawn  out ;  and  Rutherford,  Caf* 
well,  Sumpter,  and  other  leaders, 
advanced  to  the  frontiers  at. the 
bead  of  different  bodies  of  them. 
Skirmiihes  took  place  on  all  fides, 
and  were  attended  with  various 
fonane;  and  the  enemy  became 
fo  danmous',  that  Lord  Rawdon 
found  It  necefTary  to  contra^  his 
polb. 

It  foon  appeared,  that  the  fub- 
mifllon  of  many  of  the  South-Ca* 
rolinians  was  merely  coQipulfory, 
and  that  no  conditions  or  conle- 
qaences  could  bind  or  deter  them 
from  pnrfuing  the  bent  of  their 
inclinations,  whenever  the  oppor- 
tunity offered.  As  the  enemy  in- 
creafedin  {lrength,and  approached 
nearer,  numbers  of  thofe  who  had 
Submitted  to  the  Britifh  govern- 
ment, and  others  who  were  on  pa- 
role, abandoned,  or  hazarded  all 
things,  in  order  to  join  them.  A 
Colonel  lafle,  who  had  exchanged 
lus  parole  for  a  certificate  of  being 
a  good  fubjeft,  carried  off  a  whole 
kttalion  of  militia,  whicl^  had 
^en  raifed  by  another  gentleman 
for  Lord  Cornwallis,  to  join 
Sampter.  ^Another  battalion,  who 
*ere  appointed  to  conduft  about 
160  fick  of  the  71ft  regiment  in 


boats  down  the  Pedee  to  George- 
Town,  feized  their  own  officers » 
and  carried  them,  with  the  fick. 
men,  all  prifoners  to  the  enemy. 

General  Gates  was  now  arrived 
in  North-Carolina,  to  take  the 
command  of  the  new  fouthern 
army  ;  and  the  time  was  fail  ap* 
proaching,  when  his  high  military 
reputation  was  to  be  flaked  in  an 
arduous  conteft  with  the  fortunjB 
of  JBarl  Cornwallis.  In  the  fe« 
cond  week  of  Augufl,  that  noble- 
man having  received  intelligence 
at  Charles-Town,  that  Gates  was 
advancing  with  his  army  towards 
Lynche's  Creek,  that  Sumpter 
was  endeavouring  to  cut  off  the 
communications  between  that  city 
and  the  army,  that  the  whole 
country  between  the  Pedee  and* 
the  Black  River  had  revolted,  and 
that  Lord  Rawdon  was  colledling 
his  whole  force  at  Camden,  he 
immediately  fct  off  for  that  place. 

He  found  on  his  arrival  no  fmall 
difficulties  to  encounter.  Gates 
was  advancing,  and  at  hand,  with 
a  very  decided  fuperiority  of  force. 
His  army  was  not  eftimated  at  lefs 
than  five  or  fix  thoufand  men  ;  it 
was  like  wife  "fuppofcd  to  be  xcry 
well  appointed  ;  whild  the  name 
and  charader  of  the  commander, 
increafed  the  idea  of  its  force. 
On  the  other  hand.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis's  regular  force,  was  fo  much 
reduced  by  ficknefs  and  cafnalties, 
as  not  much  to  exceed  1400  fight- 
ing men,  or  rank  and  file,  with 
four  or  five  hundred  militia,  and 
North  Carolina  refugees.  The 
pofition  of  Camden,  however  ad- 
vantageous or  convenient  in  other 
rcfpcfts,  was  a  bad  one  to  receive 
an  attack.  He  could  indeed  have 
made  good  his  retreat  to  Charles- 
Town  with  thpfe  troops  that  were 
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able  to  march  ;  but  in  that  cafe, 
he  mufl  have  left  about  800  tick, 
with  a  vaft  quantity  of  valuable 
ftores,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  He  likewife  forefaw, 
that  excepting  Charles-Town  and 
the  Savannah,  a  retreat  would  be 
attended  with  the  lofs  of  the  two 
whole  proviftces  of  South-Carolina 
and  Georgia. 

.  In  thefe  circumllances,  the  no* 
ble  commander  determined,  nei- 
ther to  retreat,  nor  wait  to  be  at- 
tacked in  a  bad  pofition.  He 
knew  that  Charles-Town  was  fo 
well  garrifoned  and  provided,  that 
It  could  not  be  expofed  to  any 
danger,  from  whatever  might  be- 
fal  him.  That  his  troops  were 
excellent,  admirably  officered,  and 
well  found  and  provided  in  all  re- ' 
fpefts.  And  that  the  lofs  of  his 
fick,  of  his  magazines,  the  aban- 
donment of  the  country,  and  the 
defer tion  of  his  friends,  all  of 
which  would  be  the  inevitable 
confequences  of  a  retreat,  were 
almoft  the  heavieft  evils  which 
could  befal  him  in  any  fortune. 
In  his  owii  words,  there  was  **  lit- 
tle to  lofe  by  a  defeat,  and  much 
to  gain  by  a  viftory." 

The  intelligence  which  he  re- 
ceived, that  General  Gates  had 
encamped  in  a  bad  fituation,  at 
Rugley*s,  about  13  miles  from 
Camden,  undoubtedly  ferved  to 
confirm   Lord  Cornwallis   in  his 

-  ,      determination.     He 

S*  ^5  •  accordingly  marched 
from  Camden  about  10  o'clock  at 
night,  with  a  full  intention  of 
furprizing  Gates  at  Rugley*s  ;  and 
jnatcing  his  difpoiitions  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  that  his  bed  troops  and 
greateft  force  Ihould  bo  'directed 
again  ft  the  continental  regiments ; 
laying  little  ftrefs  on  the  militia. 


if  thefe  were  fufficiently  provide^ 
again  ft. 

It  was  almoft  finguliar,  that  at 
the  veiy  hour  and  moment,  at 
which  Lord  Cornwallis  (et  out 
from  Camden  to  furprize  Gates, 
that  general  fhould  fct  out  from 
Rugle^''s  in  order  to  furprize  him. 
For  although  he  does  not  Acknow- 
ledge the  f;ft  in  point  ofdefign, 
and  even  pretends,  that  his  night 
movement  was  made  with 'a  view 
of  feizing  an  advantageous  pofi- 
tion fome  miles  fhort  of  Camden  ; 
His  order  of  march,  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  his  army,  with  the  hour 
of  fetting  out,  and  other  circum- 
ftances,  will  leave  but  little  room 
to  entertain  a  doubt  of  his  real 
obje^l.  Thefe  leading  features 
will  remind  fome  of  our  readers  of 
a  celebrated  aftion  in  the  late  war  ; 
in  which  the  Pruffian  monarch, 
environed  with  danger,  and  fur- 
rounded  on  all  fides  by  armies  of 
enemies,  fome  of  which  were  lingly 
fuperior  to  his  own,  furprized 
and  defeated  Laudohn  on  a  night 
march,  when  that  able  general 
intended  to  conclude  the  war  by- 
completing  the  circle,  and  by  fur- 
prizing  him  in  a  maniier  which 
muft  have  been  final  in  its  effefts. 

In  the  prefent  inftance,  the 
light  troops  and  advanced  corps  011 
both  fides,  neceflarily  fell  in  with, 
and  encountered  each  other  in  the 
dark,  fo  that  the  furprize  was 
mutual.  In  this  blind  encounter, 
however,  the  American  light  troops 
being  driven  back  precipitately 
on  their  van,  occafioned  fome  con- 
fiderable  diforder  in  that  part,  if 
not  in  their  center,  which  proba- 
bly was  never  entirely  recovered. 
Lord  Cornwallis  reprcfled  the  fir- 
ing early,  and  immediately  form- 
ed }  he  fopnd  that  the  enemy  were 
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in  bad  ground,  and  he  would  not 
hazard  in  the  dark,  the  advantages 
which  their  fit  nation  would  afford 
him.in  the  light ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  took  fuch  mcafures  as  ef- 
fectually prevented  their  taking 
any  other*  For  the  ground  occu- 
pied by  b'th  armies,  being  nar- 
rowed and  prefied  in  upon  on  ci- 
ther hand  by  deep  fwanips,  afford- 
ed great  advantages  to  the  weaker 
in  making  the  attack,  and  by  pre- 
-venting  the  ftronger  from  extend- 
ing their  lines,  deprived  them  in 
a  great  meafurc,  of  thofe  which 
they  ihould  have  derived  from  their 
fuperiority  in  number. 

A  movement  made  by  the  Ame- 
ricans on  the  left  by  day- light, 
indicating  fome  change  of  difpo- 
fitian  or  order,  does  not  feem  to 
have  been  a  very  judicious  mea- 
forc,  in  the  face  of,  and  fq  near 
to^  fuch  a  commander,  and .  fuch 
an  army.  Lord  Cornwallis  faw 
the  advantage,  and  inllantly  feized 
it;  Col.  Web  fter,  who  commanded 
the  right  wing,  diredlly  charging 
the  enemy's  left,  with  the  light 
infantry,  fupported  by  the  23d 
and  3jd  regiments.  The  adion 
foon  became  general,  and  was  fup- 
ported near  an  hour,  with  wonder- 
ful refolution,  and  the  moil  deter- 
mined obflinacy. .  The  firing  was 
quick  and  heavy  on  both  fides ; 
and  intermixed  with  fharp  and 
well  -  fupported  con  tells  at  the 
poi  n  t  of  the  bayone  t .  T  he  morn  - 
iBg  being  ilill  and  hazy,  th?  fmoke 
hung  over  and'  involved  both  ar- 
mies in  fuch  a  cloud,  that  it  was 
difficult  to  fee  or  to  eilimate  the 
ftate  of  deftriiftion  on  either  fide. 
The  Britilh  troops,  however,  evi- 
dently preffcd  forward ;  and  at  the 
period  we  have  mentioned,  the 
Americans  were  thrown  into  con- 


fufion,  began  to  give  way. on  ali 
fides,  and  a  total  and  general  rout 
foon  enfued. 

We  learn  from  the  American 
accounts,  that  the  whole  body  of 
•their  militia,  (which  conilitated 
much  the  greater  part  of  their 
force)  excepting  only  one  North- 
Carolina  regimeat,  gave  way  and 
run,  at  the  very  firft  fire  ;  and 
that  all  the  efibrts  of  the  general 
himfclf,  and  of  the  other  com* 
manders,  were  incapable  of  bring- 
ing them  afterwards  ever  to  rally ^ 
or  to  make  a  fingle  ftand ;  fo  that 

faining  the  woods  as  fall  as  pofii- 
le,  they  totally  'difperfed.  But 
the  continental  regular  troops^ 
and  the  fingle  North  Carolina 
regiment  of  militia,  vindicat- 
ed *  their  own  and  the  national 
charafter.  They  even  flood  that 
lail  and  fore  teft  of  the  good- 
nefs  of  troops,  the  puih  of  the 
bayonet,  with  great  conflancy  and 
firmnefs. 

The  Britifh  commander  fhewed 
his  ufual  valour  and  military  ikill. 
And  the  officers  and  troops,  in 
their  refpeAive  i^ations,  anfwered 
his  warmed  expedlations.  But 
though  all  are  entitled  to  our  ap- 
plauie,  yet  Lord  Rawdon,  with 
the  two  Lieutenant- Colonels  Wcb- 
fter  and  Tarleton,  could  not  avoid 
being  particularly  diilinguifhed. 

The  vidory  was  complete.  The 
broken  and  fcattered  enemy  were 
pursued  as  far  as  Hanging- Rock, 
above  twenty,  miles  from  the  field 
of  battle.  All  their  artillery,. 
amounting  to  feven  or  eight  brafs 
field  pieces,  with  2000  fland  of 
arms^  their  milit?j"y  waggons,  and. 
feveral  trophies,  were  taken.  Lcr  J 
Cornwallis  eilimates  the  flain  at 
eight  or  nine  hundred,  and  fays 
about  a  thoufand  prifoncrs  were 
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taken.  The  General «  Baron  de 
Kalbe^  who  was  fecond  in  com- 
mand^ was  mortally  wounded^  and 
taken.  That  officer  fpent  his  lall 
breath  in  dilating  a  letter,  expref- 
iivc  of  the  warmeft  aiFe6lion  for 
the  Americans,  containing  the 
highefl  encomiums  on  the  valour 
of  the  continental  troops >  of  which 
he  had  been  io  recent  a  witnefs, 
and  declaring  the  fatisfa6lion  which 
he  then  felt,  in  having  been  a 
partaker  of  their  fortune,  and 
having  fallen  in  their  caufe. 

The  American-  Brigadier^ Gc* 
neral  Gregory,  was  among  the 
fiain,  and  Rutherford  was  wound- 
ed and  ukeiii  Although  foili^ 
brave  officers  fell,  and  feveral 
Were  wounded,  cm  the  Britiih  fide, 
yet  the  lofs  which  the  army  fuf- 
tained,  was  upon  the  whole  com- 
paratively fmall.  It  amounted^ 
including  eleven  miffing,  only  to 
324,  in  which  number  the  llain 
bore  a  very  moderate  proportion. 

Upon  the  whole.  Gates  feems 
to  have  been  much  outgeneralled. 
He  was,  however,  conioled  in  his 
misfortune,  (which  has  Hnce  oc- 
cafioned  his  retreat  from  the  fer- 
vice)  by  the  approbation  of  his 
condiTcl  and  fcr vices,  which  was 
publicly  bedowed  by  fome  of  the 
ailemblies. 

General  Sumpter  had  for  fome 
time  bedn  very  fucccfsful  in  cut- 
ting off  or  intercepting  the  BHtifh 
parties  and  convoys,  and  lay  now 
with  about  a  thoufand  men,  arid 
a  number  of  prifoners  aiid  waggons 
which  he  had  lately  taken,  at  the 
Catawba  fords  j  apparently  fecured 
by  diilance,  as  well  as  the  diffi- 


culties of  the  country «  Lord  Corn  ^ 
wallis  coniidered  it  a  matter  of 
great  importance  to  his  future 
operations,  to  give  a  decifive  blow 
to  this  body,  before  he  purfued 
his  fuccefs  by  advancing  into 
North- Carolina,  He  accordingly 
detached  Colonel  Tarleton,  with 
the  light  infantry  and  cavalry  of 
the  legion,  amounting  to  about 
350,  upon^his  fervicei  tftttt  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  woody^ 
ftrong,  and  difficult  countries,  are 
much  counterbalanced  by  the  op- 
portunities which  they  afford  of 
furpri«ei  The  brave  and  active 
officer  employed  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  by  forced  marches,  judicious 
meafures,  and  excellent  intelli- 
gence, furprized  Sumpter  lb  com- 
pletely at  noon 'day,  that  his  men^ 
lyiiig  totally  carelefs  and  at  eafe, 
were  moflly  cut  off  from  their 
arms.  The  viftory  was  accord- 
ingly nothing  more  than  a  flaugh- 
ter  and  rout.  About  1501  were 
killed  on  the  fpot,  about  300, 
with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  taken » 
and  a  number  of  prifoners  and 
waggons  retaken. 

Thefe  fplendid  fucceffes  laid  the 
Southern  colonies  open,  to  all  the 
cffeds  of  that  fpirit  of  enterprize 
which  diftinguifhes  Earl  Corn-» 
wallie,-  and  which  he  communi- 
cates to  all  who  ad  under  his  com  - 
mand.  In  any  other  war  than  the 
Americari,  they  would  have  been 
decifive  of  the  fate  of  thofe  colo- 
nies. But  it  has  been  the  fingular 
fortune  of  that  war,  that  vidory, 
on  the  Britiih  fide,  has  been  un- 
produftive  of  its  proper  and  cuf- 
tomary  effeds^ 
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J  A  N  U  A  k  t. 

Tork^  Dec.  36. 

AT  a  general  meeting  of  the 
freeholders  of  the  county 
of  York  held  here  this  3ay,  at 
which,  moft  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  firft  confideratioQ  and  proper^ 
were  prefent>  it  was  ananimoufly 
agreed,  that  a  petitioi>  ihould  be 
prefcnted  to  the  Moufe  of  Com- 
mons for  the  purpofes  therein  men- 
tioned •. 
After  which  the  following  refola- 

tions  were  propofed,   and   alfo 

Qnanimoufly  agreed  to,  viz; 

ift.  Refolved,  That  the  petition 
now  read  to  this  meetings  addref- 
ied  to  the  Houie  of  C^ommonsj  and 
requeuing,  that^  before  any  nbw 
borthens  be  laid  npdn  the  country, 
efTedaal  meafares  may  be  taken 
by  that  Houfe  to  enquire  into, 
and  corre^  the  grofs  abufes  in  the 
expenditure  of  public  money }  to 
reduce  all  exorbitant  emoluments ; 
to  refcind  and  aboli(h  all  finecure 
places  and  unmerited  penfions; 
and  to  appropriate  the  produce  to 
the  neceffities  of  the  ftate ;  is  ap- 
proved by  this  meeting. 

2d.  Refolved,  That  a  commit*- 
nictee  of  iixty-one  gentlemen  be 


appointed,  td  tarry  dik  the  tiecfef- 
fai^  correfpondence  for  eflfedually 
j>romotin|;  the  objed  of  the  peti* 
tictn,  and  to  prepare  a  plan  for  aii 
aflbciation,  on  legal  and  conftitu* 
tional  grounds,  to fupport  that  lattd«> 
able  reform,  and  uich  other  mea- 
fures  as  may  condiice  to  reftore  the 
freedom  of  parliament^  to  be  pre- 
fented  by  the  chairmen  of  the 
committee  to  this  meeting,  held 
by  adjouriiment,  on  Tucfday  in 
Bailer- week  next  enftiing.  ^ 

The  committee  was  then  cho(en» 
and  thanks  giveti  to  the  lords  and 
members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
who  honoured  the  meeting  with 
their  prefencd  and  fupport; 

A  deputation  from  the  Pro-  r 
teftant  Aflbciation,  aflembled  + 
under  the  patronage  of  Lord  Geo. 
Gordon,  waited  on  Lord  North,  to 
requeft  his  lord  (hip  to  prefeat  a  pe- 
tition from  that  fockty  to  parlia- 
ment, and  to  fupport  the  fame, 
againft  a  law  which  has  already 
received  the  royal  alTent,  for  the 
relief  of  his  ma}efty*s  Popi(h  fub- 
jeds  in  certain  cafes ;  which  "his 
lordfhij)  abfolutely  r^fufed» 

In  confequence  of  a  public  .  • 
fiotice  given  by  the  flienffs,  a  '     * 
numerous  and  refpe^table  meeting 
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m 


Digitized  by 


Google 


194]     ANNUAL  REGISTER,    17S0. 


of  the  freeholders  of  Middlefcx 
was  held  at  the  Mermaid,  at  Hack- 
ney. About  one  o'clock  Mr.  She- 
riff Wright  took  the  chair  (Sheriff 
Pugh  being  confined  with  the  gout, 
did  not  attend)  and  read  a  requi- 
fitidn  made  t(s  him,  ^gned  i)y  fe- 
voral  freeholders  of  -the  county^ 
rcfjuiring  the  meeting,  the  pur- 
port of  which  was,  *•  to  connder 
the  propriety  of  entering  into  rc- 
folutionsy  and  co- operating  with 
the  noble  lerds.  who  formed  the 
minority  on  the  7ch  and  15th  of 
December  on  ^he  motions  for  the 
retrenchment  of  the  civil  lift,  and 
for  controlling  the  public  expendi- 
ture, &c." 

A  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Cora* 
mons,  aim  oil  verbatim  the  fame 
with  that  from  the  county  of  York, 
was  agreed  to.  After  this,  two 
reiolutions  iimilar  to  thofe  carried 
at  the  York  meeting  were  read  and 
approved  of,  and  a  commiitee  qf 
fjfry-one  gentlemen  appointed  to 
carry  on  the  buiiuef*,  and  the  ncr 
ceffary  correfpondence  wiih  the 
kingdom.  Mr.  Grieve  then  mads 
^  moiion,  that  the  thanks  of  the 
meeting  be  given  to  the  r.cble 
lords  and  commons,  who  have  unir 
formly  and  unequivocally  flood 
tprth  in  the  defence  of  the  coiifti- 
tutional  rights  of  their  country, 
and  for  reformiifg  the  lUte  ;  which 
was  carried. 

A  dreadful  fire  happened 
in  Great  Wild  Street,  Lin- 
coln's* Inn- fields,  at  three  o'clock 
lall  Friday-  morning,  when  three 
houfes  were  confumed,  two  others 
damaged,  and  five  or  fix  unhappy 
p*»rfons   periihcd   in    the    flames ! 

-  Many  indulirious  faraiiies,  lodgers 
in  the  houfo  which  were  burnt, 
&c  loll  all  their  goods,  and  even 

:|heir  wearing  apparel,  and  were, 


loth. 


compelled  to  ruih,  in  a  manner 
n'iked,  into  the  fireets,  to  fave 
their  lives. 

At  the  above  fire  Mrs.  Mitton, 
a  dealer  in  coals,  was  feen  to  look 
out  of  her  chamber  window  before 
tlie  houfe  caught  fire ;  but  an  en- 
gineer at  the  inllant  accidentaHy 
pointing  the  engine  pipe  that  way, 
ilruck  her  backwards,  and  (he  was 
confumed  with  the  building,  to 
which  the  flames  foon  after  com- 
municated themfelves. 

Admiralty -Office  y  Jan,  ri. 

C^pt.  Gierke,  of  his  majefty's 
floop  the  Refolution,  in  a  leuec  to 
Mr.  Stephens,  dated  the  8ih  of 
June,  I779»  in  the  harbour  of  St. 
peter  and  Sc,  Paul.  Kan.efch»tka, 
whiyh  was  received  ycfterday. 
girves  the  melancholy  account  of 
the  celebrated  Captain  Cook,  late 
commander  of  that  floop,  with 
four  of  his  private  mariners,  hav- 
ing been  killed,  on  the  i4!h  of 
February  laft,  at  the  ifland  of 
O'whythe.  one  of  a  groupe  of  new 
difcowred  iflands,  in  the  2 2d  de- 
gree of  north  latitude,  in  an  affiay 
with  a  numerous  and  tumultuous 
•body  of  the  natives. 

Cap:.  Clerk e  adds,  t>.r.t  he  had 
received  every  friendly  fapply  fro na 
the  Ruffian  government ;  and  that 
as  the  companies  of  the  Refolu- 
tion, and  her  confoK  the  Difco- 
\try,  were  in  perfedl  health,  arJ 
the  two  floops  had  twelve  months 
(lores  and  provifions  on  board,  he 
was  preparing  to  make  another  ji- 
temp:  to  explore  a  northern  pifl'.ge 
to  Europe. 

[The  above  new  uifcovercd 
ifland  In  the  South  Seas  lies  in  2  2>?. 
lat.  and  200  E.  long,  torn  Green,- 
wich.  The  captain  and  creW  wcrs 
at  iiri  treated  as  deities,  but  upon 
their  rcvifuing  tha^  ifland  fom^  cf 
the 
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the  inhabitants  proved  inimical, 
iislliliries  enfued^and  the  above  me- 
lancholy (cene  was  ihe  confeqaence.] 
Copies  of  the  joarnals  of  the 
two  (hips,  together  with  many  va- 
luable drawiag&>  were  lefc  with 
the  governor,  to  be  forcVarded  to 
England  ;  who  politely  engaged  to 
take  charge  of  them  himlelf  as 
far  as  PcterlbiFrgh. 

This  day  the  new  eledled  mem- 
bers qf  the  common-council  took 
the  ttfual  oaths  for  their  qualifica- 
tion at  the  feffions  at  -Guildhall, 
and  imracdiately  afterwards  a  court 
of  common:  council  was  held,  when 
the  committee  appointed  to  en* 
quire  into  the  right  of  the  members 
of  that  court  to  be  Governors  of 
the  Royal  Hofpitals,  reported  a 
ftate  of  their  proceedings,  and  the 
meafures  taken  by  their  opponents ; 
and  the  eoxximittee  were  empowered 
to  defend  the  right  of  the  corpora- 
tion in  fuch  manner  as  they  fliould 
be  advifed,  and  to  draw  upon  the 
chamber  for  the  ncceiTary  ex- 
pences. 

.  Four  prifoners  were  tried 

^  '  at  the  Old* Bailey,  three  of 
whom  were  cji  pi  tally  conviAed, 
viz.  John  Ben  fie  id  and  W.  Turley, 
for  feloniouOy  coining  and  coun- 
terfcicincr,  at  a  houfe  in  Whicc's- 
alley,  Chvucery  -  lane,  (hillings, 
fix-ptrtces,  and  half  cro.vns,  feve- 
r.'-l  couoteiftrit  (hillings,  newly 
call,  being  foucd  in  ihe  room  ; 
and  Mary  Williams,  for  feloniouf- 
ly  colouring,  with  a  certain  wa(h 
producing  the  colour  of  filver,  feve- 
rdl  round  plapks  of  bafe  metal, 
of  a  fit  fjze  CO  be  coined  into  Ccua- 
terfeit  milled  money,  refembling 
(hillings. 

The  fame  day  the  feilion  ended, 
when  fevcQ  conviAs  received  judg- 
aicnt  of  death,  niue  were  fcntenc- 
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ed  to  hard  labour  in  the  houfe  oi 
coiredion,  eight  to  be  imprifoned 
in  Newgate,  nve  whipped  and  dif- 
charged,  and  11  difcharged  by 
proclamation. 

The  feflions  of  the  peace  is  ad* 
journed  till  Thurfday  the  soth  id« 
ftant,  at  Guildhall,  and  the  feiliona 
of  gaol  delivery  till  Wedncfday  the 
23d  of  February,  at  the  Old* 
Bailey. 

This  day  the  following        a. 
malefa&ors  were  executed     " 
at  Tyburn,  purfuant  to  their  {en> 
tcncc :  Hugh  Mulvcy,  John  Whi* 
ley  and  John  Woodmore,  who  went 
in  the  firft  cart,  for  breaking  open 
the  houfe  of  Thomas  Farley,  of 
Cold  bath     Fields,     and     dealing 
thereout  two  fillc  gowns,  two  pair 
pf  (lays>  and  other  things;  John 
Howell,  for  dealing  352  filk  hand- 
kerchiefs, and  other  goods,  to  a 
confiderable  amount,  in  the  houfe 
of  Mr.  Davifon,  pawnbroker,  in 
Bilhopfgate-ftreet;    and    William 
Kent,    for   robbing    Henry  Otto, 
one  of  his  majefty's  mefTengcrs,  of 
his  watch  and.  money,  on  the  high- 
way, near  Gunnerfbury-lane,  who 
went  in  the  laft  cart.     They  were 
attended  by  the  fherifFs,  city  mar* 
(hats,    officers,    the    ordinary    of 
Newgate,  &c.    from  Ncwgitc  to 
the  place  of  execution.     They  be- 
haved exceeding    penitent,    wept 
much,  and  were  terribly  agitated 
and  fliocked  at  their  approaching 
dilfolution.     . 

The  above  unfortunate  youths 
were  all  very  young,  the  eldell  not 
exceeding  23  years  of  age. 

The  fame  day  a  court  of  alder- 
men was  held  at  Guildhall,  when 
Mr.  Thorp,  one  of  the  common- 
council  of  the  wardof  Aldgate,  prc- 
fented  a  letter  from  Mr.  Aldei  ipaa 
Lee,  deiiring  to  furrender  the  o&ce 
■     [iV]2  of 
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of  alderinin  of  the  faid  ward,  he 
finding  it  incompatible  with  his 
.  prefent  concerns  to  hold  the  faid 
office.  ,The  court  accordingly  ac- 
cepted of  the  faid  re&gnatton. 

-  .  The  lord  mayor  went  to 
•  Ironmonger's  -  hall,  Fcn- 
diarch-ftreet,  when  a  wardmote 
was  held  before  his  lordihip  for  the 
election  of  an  alderman  for  Aid- 
gate  ward,  in  the  room  of  WH- 
Ijam  Lee,  Efq;  when  William 
Burnell,  Efq;  one  of  the  late 
Sheriffs,  was'  chofen  without  oppo- 
fition.  Thanks  were  alfo  voted  to 
the  late  Alderman  Lee  by  a  majo- 
rity of  12  voites. 

The  king's  proclamation,  fetting 
forth,  that  foP  che  future  all  fo- 
jcign  fbips  taken  carrying  to  and 
aflifting  the  enemies  of  Great  Bri- 
tain with  warlike- (lores  or  goods  of 
Imy  kind,  fliould  be  deemed  legal 
'prizes,  and  the  (hip  or  (hips  and 
cargoes  ihould  be  fold  ibr  the  be- 
iciit  of  <hofe  who  took  them,  was 
.read  at  the  Royal  Exchange  Gate 
by  Mr.  Bilhop,-the  common-cryer, 
affifted  by  the  jrroper  officers. 
*  The  adjonrnment  of  the  ftflion 
was  held  at  Guildhall  before  the 
ford  mayor,  aldenren,  recorder, 
&:c.  to  conclude  the  bufinefs  whicb 
v  as  left  milinilhed  at  the  late  ad- 
journment, when  the  following  ex- 
traordinary tryal  for  an  af&ult  wa» 
lieard: — Thomas  Atkins,  a  fer- 
jeant  at  mace,  went  on  the  24^h 
of  laft  June  to  fcrve  a  procefs  on 
•Mr.  Henry. Googh,  at  his  houfe 
'on  Hoi  born-hill ;  he  acquainted 
Mr,  Goagh  with  the  nature  of  his 
bufinefs,  who  feemed  inclined  to 
fettle  the  matter.  Mr.  Googh  go- 
ing up  (lairs,  tlie  officer. followed, 
when  he,  Mr.  Googh,  turned 
round,  aifd  (hoved  Atkins  over 
the  ba^nnidert  Mr.  Atkins  not  re* 


ceiving  much  hart,  renewed  the 
attack,  and  a  general  battle  en- 
fued  between  Gough  and  Atkins, 
and  Gobgh'ar  man  and  Atkins's 
man.  Googh  finding  the  officer 
too  mighty  for  him  to  oppofe  with- 
out further  affiilaoce,  unchained  a 
large  fierce  animal,  which  Mr. 
Atkins  affirmed  to  be  a  centaur,  or 
griffin  ;.  however,  it  proved  to  be 
a  man  fatyr :  this  had  the  defired' 
effedl,  for  both  Mr.  Atkins  and 
follower,  upon  fight  of  the  beaft, 
wifely  declined  the  fight,  and  made 
t  precipitate  retreat..  The  charge 
being  undeniably  proved,  Mr. 
Gough  was .  accordingly  found* 
guilty,  and  fentenced  to  pay  a  fine 
of  Bve  jguineas.  Mr.  Gough  is  a 
dealer  in  wild  beads. 

Lafl  December  a  gentfeman  tried^ 
thp  power  of  eledlricity  on  r  myrtle 
tree,  in  the  following  manner ::  be 
placed  the  pot  in  a  room  which 
was  frequented  by  the  family,  and 
for  feventeen  days  eledrified  it 
once  in  each  day,  allowing  half  a 
pint  of  water  to  the  root  on  everjr 
fourth  day.  In  confequence  of 
this  tryal,  the  myrtle  produced  fc- 
veral  (hoots,  the  longeft  meafnr- 
ing  full  three  inches,  and  it !»  now 
in  the  Green-houfe  in'  perfe6^ 
health. 

Du6Ihi,  Jan.  15.  We  have  the 
pleafure  to  acquaint  our  readers, 
that  on  Monday  laft  there  was 
made  the  firft  exports  entry  of 
woollens  from  this  kingdom  at  our 
Cu  (lorn- houfe  fince  the  reftriftions 
on  our  trade  were  taken  off.  The 
entry  was  made  by  William  Worth- 
ington,  £f(j;  of  1300  yards  of 
ferge,  forLifbon. 

y^irh,  Jan.  18.  At  a  meeting  of 
tlie  Agriculture  Society,  held  at 
Beverley,  for  the  Eafl  Riding  of 
the  coonty  gf  York  and  connty  of 
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fiall^  1  premiam  ,of  tbre e  guineas 
was  adjadged  to  Anp  Wicty,  of 
Driffield^  Ine  having  fcFtred  the 
loogeft  in  one  place,  viz.  40  years ; 
alfo  a  premium  of  two  guiheaa  to 
William  Carr^  ofTickcon,  he  be- 
rag  the  next  eldeft  fervant^  having 
fenred  in  one  place  36  years. 
Cvdova  in  tb*  Tucuman^  J'tJU  \, 

Iq  the  vilkge  of  Alugratia  there 
^ves  a  negro  woman »  who,  ac* 
cording  to  the  moft  authentic  in- 
formation and  tellimonies  taken 
•jadiciallyy  muft  be  about  175  years 
old;  fhe  i«  extremely  thin,  ytry 
znoch  wrinkled,  and  bent  double, 
bat  (he  can  fee  at  aiew  paces  dif- 
cance,  and  fpios;  but  what  is 
jnoft  extraordinary,  tlM>agh  fhe 
cannot  Hand  for  any  fpace  of  time, 
Jhe  ftill  carries  on  the  buiinefs  of « 
midwife  with  dexterity.  She  has 
ive  children  by  her  hufband,  one 
Michael,  a  negro,  and  fhe  thinks 
J>er  grand-cbildren  have  grand- 
.children  of  their  own«  Old  peo- 
ple feem  to  be  no  rarity  in  that 
coon  try,  as  there  are  fever  al  ne- 
groes upwards  of  an  hundred  year« 
old,  and  one  woman  of  120,  wiio 
retains  her  memory  perfectly,  and 
declares  that  the  old  woman  in 
<)aeilion  wss  arrived  at  woman's 
eilate  when  (he  firft  had  the  ufe  of 
her  reafon. 

Jn  the  courfe  of  this  month,  the 
price  of  corn  fell  aljnoft  one  half 
from  what  it  was  only  four  years 
sgo.  The  following  i^  an  accurate 
Aate  of. the  prices  in  17759  and  in 
the  piefeot  winter  of  1779  ^^ 
1780. 

1775.  i7Se. 

^wheatperlotd      £,  15    o  ^C-  7  '^  « 

Barley  p«r  quartsr          i  10  o  ig  o 

^»ts       .        .         .    1    %  o  15  o 
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In  the  weft  of  England  the  wool 
is  all  upon  hand.  In  Lincotnihife^ 
and  throughout  the  north,  it  has 
rbeen  fo  for  fbme  time.  This  arti« 
cle,  that  was  formerly  called  the 
ftaple-commodity  of  England,  will 
now  fetch  no  price. 

DrsD,  Dec.  26.  of  a  lingering 
illnefs,  in  the  75th  yearof  his  age^ 
T^homas  Hope,  Efq;  well  known 
in  the  trading  world,  as  one  of  the 
.iirfl  charaders  that  this  or  perhaps 
any  other  ag^  ever  produced.  He 
w^  originally  defcenied  from  the 
elder  branch  of  the  family  of  Hoper 
in  Scotland ;  and,  endowed  with 
great  natural  abilities,  he  with  un<* 
remitting  application  raiAd  '  the 
crsdit  and  affluence  of  the  hoofe  at 
Amfterdam,  which  continues  to 
bear  his  name,  to  fuch  a  height, 
as  perhaps  no  other  houfe  of  trade 
in  any  country  ever  arrived*  Nor 
wepe  his  thoughts  in  biUineis  poo- 
.£ned  to  that  objed  only,  having 
for  many  years  prefided  as  repre*- 
fentative  of  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
£rft  in  the  Weil  India«  and  after- 
wards in  the  Dutch  JBaft  Indiil 
X^ompanies ;  'where,  jparticularly 
in  the  latter,  he  eltabli&ed  fnch 
wife  laws  and  regulations  in  their 
trade,  as  muft  make  his  mtmarf 
refpefled  and  adoritt  -as  long  as 
thofe  companies  Ihal)  exift.  And 
it  will  be  remembered  by  the  iatcft 
pofterity,  that  a  merchant  conld 
at  once  prefcribe  laws  to  Sovereigns 
in  the  Eall,  and,  by  his  moneyed 
powers,  greatly  fw;iy  the  fcale  of 
empire  in  Europe.  He  was  juft 
in  all  .his  dealings;  and  friendly, 
where  he  had  once  placed  his  con« 
Jidence,  to  a  degree  that  by  many 
might  be  thought  to  exceed  the 
bounds  of  prudence  in  trade^ 

At  Wapping,  Mr.  't'homas  Dil- 
worth,  well  known  for  his  many 
ufefol  publications* 

mi  At 
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metropolis   and    was  altve   at  the 
end  of  the  prefenc  year. 

La  ft  Sunday  between  four  i 
and  five  o'cTock  in  the  afier-  ^ 
noon,  one  Garret  of  Sutton,  near 
Retworth,  in  SufTcx,  fhot  his  wife 
dead  on  the  fpot  as  (he  was  fitting 
before  the  fire.  The  more  effec- 
tually to  execute  his  diabolical  in- 
tention, he  loaded  the  piece  with 
two  balls,  and  in  the  prefence 
of  his  wife;  who,  remarking  the 
iinpularity  of  his  loading,  and 
afking  him  what  he  was  going  to 
(hoot  with  bullets  ?  received  for 
anfwer,  fmaM  birds.  But  (he  foon 
found  hcrfelf  the  devoted  objed  i 
the  fatal  piece  was  leveled,  and 
ere  fhe  could  remonftrate,  the  balls 
had  pafled  through  her  body,  and 
killed  her  on  tfte  foot, 

A    court    of    common-  , 


The  inhabitants  of  Weft- 
minfter,,  to  the  number  of 
4C00,  met  in  Weftminfter-hall, 
purfaant  to  public  advertifement, 
to  agree  on  a  petition  to  parlia- 
ment, to  controul  the  (hameful 
wafle  of  public  money,  &c. 

The  Hon.  Charles  Fox  being 
called  to  the  chair,  Mr.  Sawbfidge 
reprcfented  the  neceffity  there  was 
for  the  prefenting  a  petition  fimi- 
lar  to  that  of  York.  He  then  read 
the  petition,  which  was  next  read 
by  the  chairman,  and  carried  un- 
^nimoufjy. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that 
a  committee  ftiould  be  appointed 
■to  correfpond  with  the  other  com- 
mittees through  the  kingdom  ;  and 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  the  Earls 
Egremqnt  and  Temple,  the  Lords 

John  and  George  Cavendifh,  the 
Ion.  Thomas Townfhend,  Meffrs, 
Sawbridgc  and  Wilkes,  and  about 
ninety  other  noblemen  and  gentle- 
men, were  appointed  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

After  which,  Mr.  Fox  was  pro- 
pofed  as  a  candidate  to  reprefent 
the  city  of  Weilminfter  at  the  next 
general  ele^ion,  and  was  received 
with  the  lotideil  acclamations. 

There  is  now  in  the  pof- 
feflion  of  Mr.  Bcnj.  Penny, 
near  Tcnbury  in  Glouceflerfhir^, 
a  bttll-calf,  about  three  weeks  old, 
with  two  heads,  four  ears,  and 
two  tongues,  quite  perfcft.  It 
eats  with  both  mouihs,  and  is 
likely  to  live.  This  monflcr  has 
Ijeep  (hewn  tp  the  {>ub]ic  in  the 


$tb. 


court  ot  common- 
council  was  held  at  Guild- 
hall, when,  afi'er  a  deal  of  alter- 
cation, the  vacancies  in  the  fe- 
veral  committees  were  filled  up 
agreeable  to  the  lift  of  the  previous 
meeting. 

The  buftnefs  for  which  this 
court  was  called  was  ntxt  proceed*- 
ed  on,  viz.  To  take  into  confidera* 
tion  the  expenditure  of  poblic 
monies,  and  other  grievances. 
Upon  which,  a  motion  was  made 
and  feconded,  that  a  petition  be 
prefented  to  the  honourable  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  from  thac 
court ;  which,  after  fome  debates, 
was  put,  and  carried  pnani- 
moufly, 

A  committee  of  eight  aldermen 
and  fixteen  commoners  was  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  the  petition, 
which  was  agreed  upon.  This 
committee  was  deiired  to  corre- 
refpond  with  the  coQiPl^i^Ws  of  the 
feveral  counties  • 

Ycfter. 
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,  Ycftcrday  morning,  pur- 

faanc  to  «n  order  of  the 
King's  Bench,  on  Saturday  laft, 
Meff.  Stratton,  Brooke,  Floycr  and 
Mackay,  were  brought  up  co  the 
bar  of  that  coart,  to  receive  fen- 
tcnce,  having  been  found  guilty 
of  removing  Lord  Pigot  from  the 
prefidency  of  Madras,  and  iin- 
prifoaing  him  for  nine  months, 
which  was  faid  to  be  the  caofe  of 
his  death. 

Mr.  Juftice  Afliarft  being  the 
jadge  appointed  to  pafs  fen  ten  ce^ 
before  he  pronounced  it,  went 
through  the  heads  of  the  evidence, 
both  for  the  profecution  and  the 
defence. 

He  made  feveral  remarks  as  he 
went  through  it,  in  which  he  ob- 
ffrved,   that   if  Fort   St.   George 
had  belonged  to  the  crown,    the 
depriving  Lord  Pigot  of  the  prefi- 
dency would  have  been  high  trea- 
fon  ;  but,  as  it  was  under  the  EatU 
India  company,  it  was  only  a  mif- 
demeanor.     He  took   notice  that 
the    defendants    had    imprifoned 
Lord   Pigot  for  difmiffing  feveral 
members  from  the  council,  yet  they 
ttiemfelves   had  done  the  like  in 
three  inftances;  but  he  could  fay, 
that,  while  they  held  the  reins  of 
government,  tvcTy  thing  fucrced- 
cd,  both  in  trade  and  in  the  army  ; 
and  that  the  prefidency  of  Bengal, 
to  whom  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs 
was  referred,  gave  an  opinion  in 
their  favour.     He  then  proceeded 
to  the  fentence,  as  follows : 
**  Meff.  StratlOD,  Brooke,  Floyer, 
Mackay, 
**  Gentlemen, 
**  You  are  now  called  upon  to 
receive  fentence   for    an    offence 
which  yoa  have  committed,  and 
been   found    guilty   of;    but,    as 
there  is   no   dillinclion    in    your 


cafes,  but  are  guilty  alike,  yoa 
are  fentenced,  each  of  you,  to 
pay  a  fine  to  his  majefty  of  loool. 
and  to  be  imprifoned  until  that 
film  is  paid."  The  fines  being 
immediately  paid  in  the  couri» 
they  were  of  courfe  difcharged. 

A  caufe  was  tried  before  ,    * 

Judge  Narcs  at  Guildhall,  '5^''- 
between  Mr.  Robert  Taylcr  and 
the  owners  of  one  of  the  Colchefter 
ftagcs.  The  a&ion  was  brought 
for  the  recovery  of  damages  for  the 
injury  which  Mr.  Tayler  fuiFcred 
from  the  coachman's  driving  again  ft 
his  horfe  near  Stratford,  by  which 
ths  horfe  was  thrown  down,  and 
Mr,  T-ayler's  legs  run  over  by  the 
hind  wheel  of  the  coach.  The 
learned  judge  in  fumming  up  the 
evidence  informed  the  jury,  that 
the  law  was  clear  in  making  the 
owners  of  ibage  coaches  account- 
able for  the  mifcondud  of  their 
coachmen,  and  told  them  to  find  a 
verdid  for  th  explain  tiff,  if  it  ap> 
pcarcd  from  the  evidence  that  the 
coach  was  not  on  the  left  fide  of 
the  road,  for  that  if  fo,  the  accident 
had  happened  in  confequence  of 
tha:  miiconduil.  The  jury  re- 
tired for  about  ten  minutes,  and 
brought  in  a  vcrdidl  for  the  plain- 
tiiF,  with  150I.  damages. 

His  majetty  has  been  ^  , 
plcafed  to  grant  a  frtic  par-  '  "^ 
don  to  Richard  Mealing,  convi<fl- 
ed  in  September  feflion  of  felo- 
niouily  receiving  goods,  the  pro- 
perty of  James  Pentecrof?,  knowing 
the  fame  to  be  ftolen. 

Hts  majefty  alfo  hath  been  pleaf- 
ed  to  grant  a  free  pardon  to  John 
Field,  convidled  the  fame  feflion  of 
coining  (hillings  and  fixpences. 

On    Monday    was    tried 


in     the    court    of   King's 
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field,  at  Weftmlnter*lial1,  ao^  }ii- 
didment  foand  by  the  grand  jory 
of  Weftminfter*  againft  a  Middle- 
iex  jttftice^  for  commitment  of  a 
freeman  of  London »  and  a  mem- 
Wr  of  the  fellowfliip  of  ticket  por- 
ters, to  the  Savoy,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  imprefs  aft,  thereby 
declaring  him  tQ  be  an  idle  and 
iliforiderly  perfon ,  whereas  i  n  tr utH 
and  in  fsiCt  the  profecutor  was  ai^ 
Indaftrious  fober  man,  oif  extraor- 
dinary good  reputation.  The 
profecution  wis  conduced  by  the 
diredion  of  the  court  of  aldermen^ 
to  proteft  the  rights  of  the  fellow- 
|hip,  they  being  al}  freemen,  and 
governed  by  an  alderxnan.  The 
lndi£iment  was  laid  alfo  againft 
twor  conftables,  for  the  original 
affault,  prior  to  the  eyaminatioa 
before  the  juftice  f  but  the  noble 
lord  who  prefided  on  the  bench 
'gave  a  dire^  intimation  to  the 
jury,  that  they  in  point  of  law 
were  jiiftiBable ;  ••nd  they  were 
without 4iefitation  acquitted.  The 
point  reAed  folely  as  to  the  crimi- 
nality of  the  judice,  and  whether 
he  was  any  ways  liable  to  be  called 
upon  for  the  injury  done  to  the 
profecutor,  who  had  been  hand- 
fuifed,  and  led  Hiee  a  tl^ief  thro' 
the  ftreets ;  and  beiides,  had  fuf- 
fered  in  the  Sa vqy  a  miferable 
confinement,  and  even  debarred 
the  vifits  of  his  friends ;  fo  that 
by  mere  accident  a  writ  pf  Habeas 
Corpus  was  obtained  by  the  city 
io  difcharge  him  put  of  a  loath - 
fome  room.  The  counfel  fcx  the 
juftice  relied  ypon  the  adt  of  par- 
liament as  a  fuHicient  anfwer  to 
the  charge,  faying,  that  the  juilice 
exerciiied  his  difcretion,  and  was 
pot  to  be  confined  within  any  par- 
ticular line  of  condudl;  if  it  could 
pe  proved  he  had  wanto&ly  abu(ed 


his'  power,  they  allowed  the  cailfe 
varied  materially.  Lprd  Mansfield 
faid,  that  the  jvftice  had  rcfufed 
to  bear  evidences,  whom  be  wae 
not  empowered  to  exclude:  the 
juilice  was  not  to  refufe  tbe  exami- 
nation qf  witnefles  ofiFered  :  it  was 
his  duty  to  hear  and  judge  accord- 
ingly, and  not  to  be  biased  by 
improper  motives  3  but  as  to  thac 
coniideratipn^  it  wa^  for  the  }ut% 
to  determine.  The  judice  was 
found  gttilty»  and  is  to  receive 
fentence  next  term.  The  trial 
lafted  till  four  o'clock. 

The  feflions  at  the  Old  >.  • 
Bailey,  which  began  on  the  ^^^'*: 
preceding  Wednefday,  ended,  whei| 
fcven  convidls  received  fentence  of 
death:  William  Herbert  for  re- 
turning  from  tranfportation  \  Chri- 
flopher  Burrows  and  John  Burden , 
for  robbing  Sarah  GiiFord  in  the 
Qreen-park,  St.  James's;  Robert 
Andres  and  Richard  Palmer,  for 
robbing  the  houfe  of  Sir  Richard 
liUmm  ;  Chriftopher  Plumley,  for 
robbing  the  houfe  of  John  Abbot  ; 
s^nd  John  Pears,  convi£ked  in  Sep- 
tember feffions.  of  hiring  a  horfe 
and  felling  the  fame.  Tl^is  caCti 
had  been  rtftrrcd  to  the  twelve 
judges,  who  were  of  opinipn  thq 
offence  was  capital. 

A  mai^  was  carried  be-  g^, 
fore  the  lord  mayor  for  de-  . 
frauding  a  woman  of  iome  banic 
flock.  It  appeared  on  the  exami- 
nation that  he  pretend(^4  to  be  a 
broker,  and  prevailed'on  the  wo- 
man to  give  hifn  half  a  guinea, 
and  to  Ggn  a  paper  empowering 
bini  to  tranfa^  fome  bufincfs  fur 
her  at  the  bank>  her  hufhand  be- 
ing abroad.  The  woman  not  be- 
ing able  to  read,  put  her  mark, 
and  when  fhe  went  to  the  bank  to 
receive    her    next    dividend,    fhe 
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foand  that  all  her  ftock  was  fold 
and  transferred  to  another  perfon. 
The  impofitiQU  being  committed 
in  the  ontparts,  he  was  Tent  there 
for  further  examination. 

2Qth       I^o™g    ^^^   n'lg^t    ^^c 

^  '  atmofpherc  exhibited  the 
znoft  extraordinary  appearance 
that  has  been  obferved  for  many 
years.  The  light  refembled  that 
pf  a  great  fire,  ^d  the  whole 
elements  feem^d  to  be  in  one  con- 
tinned  flame.  At  intervals  flaihes 
of  fparkling  fire  ftot  from  the 
horizon  to  the  zenith ,  and  feeip- 
ingly  extinguifhed  in  a  point. 
The  fame  appearance  extended  tb 
France  and  Germany,  and  pro- 
bably over  all  Europe. 

fiefides  the  Petition  agreed  to  at 
jhc  county  meeting  held  at  York, 
as  mentioned  under  Dec.  30,  fimi- 
lar  meetings  and  petitions  have 
been  held  and  agreed  to  in  the 
counties  ofMiddlefex,  Hampfhire, 
Cheihirc,  Hertford,  Huntingdon, 
Surrey,  Suflex,  Dorfet,  Cumber- 
land, EiTex,  Bedford,  Gloucefter, 
Somerfet,  and  Wilts ;  as  alfo  by 
the  corporations  of  Nottingham 
and  Newcaftlc-upon-Tyne. 

Died,  At  Combe,-  Jbfeph 
Ekins,  a  labouring  man,  aged 
103,  who  never  knew  a  week's 
illoefs  ;  and  for  the  laft  40  years, 
fubfilled  entirely  on  bread,  milk, 
and  vegetables. 

Francis  Walkern,  a  carpenter, 
aged  104,  who  till  within  a  few 
days  of  his  death  was  never  trou- 
bled with  ficknefs,  or  any  diflem- 
per  whatever. 


MARCH. 

jx         A  caufe  was  tried,  and 

learnedly  argued,  between 

the  oyfter-mecers  of  London^  and 


the  proprietors  of  oy Her- beds  ia 
the  county  of  Eflcxi  the  oyfter- 
meters  claimed  a  fpecific  fum  for 
work  which  they  had  an  exduiive! 
right  of  performing  by  cuflpm  and 
immemorial  ufage.  On  the  part 
of  the  defendants  it  was  contend>- 
ed,  that  the  right  infifted  on  vtas 
abolifhed  by  the  ads  of  the  10th 
and  iith  of  William  and  Mary, 
which  made  Billingfgate  a  free 
market,  and  fettled  the  fets. 
The  ji^y,  which  was  fpecial,  after 
Hearing  the  arguments  on  both 
fides,  gave^a  verdid  for  the  plain- 
I  tifs,  which  eflabliihed  their  rights* 

The  Stamford  waggon  - 
took  Etc  at  &ve  o'clock  in  ^  ' 
the  morning,  three  miles  beyond 
Hertford,  by  the  careleflh^fs  of 
the  driver,  who  left  the  lancern 
in  the  baiket  with  a  candle,  which 
burnt  to  the  focket,  and  nothing 
efcaped  but  a  barrel  of  porter, 
and  the  bottom  and  one  wheel  of 
the  waggon.  The  paiTengers  and 
waggoner  were  much  fcorched  iu  * 
attempting  to  throw  off  the  load- 
ing, which,  on  account  of  the 
approaching  fair,  was  of  confi- 
derable  valu^,  and  the  damage  ia 
e^i mated  at  above  i cool. 

This  morning  at  a  court  ^. 
of  common-council  held  at 
Guildhall,  a  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Deputy  Leaky,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  court  be  voted  to 
Sir  George  Bridges  Rodney,  for 
his  late  very  gallant  adtion  againfl 
the  Spaniards ;  and  alfo  that  the 
freedom  of  this  city  be  prcfented 
to  him  in  a  gold  box  of  lool. 
value,  which  were  both  agreed  tOr 

Two  young  women  were  1 
taken  out  of  the  New  River  ^  * 
locked  arm  in  arm,  with  their 
l^gs  tied  together,  and  both 
drowned.  It  has  iince  appeared 
they  were  tambour  workers,  had 
contracted 
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contradlcd  a  perfcdl  friendftiip  for 
each  other  from  children,  and 
had  lived  happily  together  for 
fome  time,  till  religious  melan- 
choly, as  one  of  their  friends  told 
the  coroner's  jury,  had  hurt  their 
minds. 

,         His    Majefty    has    been 

^  '  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fettle 
a  penHon  of  four  hundred  pounds 
a-year  on  Lady  Blackftone,  widow 
of  the  late  Sir  William  Black- 
ftone. 

«,  This  morning,  about  five 
'  *  o'clock,  a  fire  broke  out  at 
the'  houfe  af  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
thumbcrland,  at  Charing-Crofs. 
Jt  began  at  the  eail  end  of  the 
fecond  ftory,  fronting  the  llrect, 
in  a  room  where  the  fervants  kept 
their  liveries,  and  Other  clothes ; 
two  fervants  lay  in  the  next  room, 
who  v/ere  roufed  by  the  fire, 
which  broke  in  upon  them,  but 
they  luckily  made  their  efcape, 
though  with  the  lofs  of  all  they 
had.  From  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  when  it  was  firll  per- 
ceived, the  iire  raged  furioofly 
till  eight,  when  the  flames  were 
pretty  well  got  under,  but  by  that 
time  had  burnt  from  the  eafl  end 
to  the  weft,  there  being  no  party 
vi'ali  in  the  whole  range  of  build- 
ing. The  roof  is  deilroyed,  as 
are  alfo  the  firft  and  fecond  floors, 
at  the  former  of  which  it  flopped, 
-the  rooms  on  the  ground  floor  be- 
ing mcll  of  them  arched  with 
brick.  The  rooms  in  front,  which 
have  been  deftroyed,  were  all  of 
them  allotted  to  the  ufc  of  the 
principal  ofiicers  of  his  Grace's 
houiehold  ;  fuch  as  the  fecretary, 
;naflcr  of  horfe,  &c.  How  it  hap- 
pened is  net  yet  known  ;  his 
Grace  got  out  of  bed  when  the 
jdarm  wa^  given,  and  wa^  prefect 


during    the    whole    time    of    its 
i^ging. 

A  fire  broke  out  at  a  , 
linen-draper's,  oppofite  the  ^ 
Pantheon,  in  Oxford-flreet,  which 
confumed  the  i'anie,  and  damaged 
anothcii  houfe.  And  at  night  a 
fire  broke  out  at  a  tin  and  oil  iKop, 
in  Princes  -  ftreet,  Oxford  -  ftreer, 
oppofite  Swallow  -  ftreet,  which 
burnt  the  houfe  and  furniture, 
and  deftroyad  the  flock  in  trade, 
before  it  was  extinguiflied.  A 
man.  who  lc;lgcd  in  the  houfe, 
and  who  had  a  wife  and  three 
children,  came  through  the  flames 
with  a  child  under  each  arm,  and 
returned  to  fave  the  third,  when 
the  ftaircafe  floor  fell  in  with  him, 
and  they  were  burnt ;  a  woman 
jumped  out  of  the  garret  window 
naked,  and  fell  upon  the  lamp- 
iron,  and  was  fo  terribly  bruifed, 
that  flie  died  next  morning  in  the 
Middlefex  Hofpital. 

Mr.  Fullarton,  member  , 
for  Piympton,  and  late  fe-  ^ 
cretarv  to  Lord  Stormont  in  his 
embafry  to  the  court  of  France, 
complained  t^  the  Houfe  of  the 
ungintleman-hke  behaviour  of  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne,  who,  he  faid, 
with  all  the  ariilocratic  infolcnce 
that  marks  that  nobleman  s  cha- 
rafler,  had  in  efieft  dared  to  fay, 
that  he  and  his  regiment  were  as 
ready  to  aft  again  it  the  liberties 
of  England,  as  againft  her  ene- 
mies.— T'his  occafioned  fome  al- 
tercation between  thofc  who  were 
the  friends cf  each  party;  but  be- 
ing generally  thought  unparlia- 
mentary, it  went  at  that  time  no 
farther. 

The  follov/ing   adls  jt^        « 
.  ceived  the  royal  aflcnt  by 
commifHon  : 

Afl  for  raifing  a  certain  fum 
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of  money  by  annuities,  and  eftab- 
lilhiDg  a  lottery. 

Ad  for  punilhing  mutiny  and 
defertion,  ^nd  for  better  payment 
of  the  army. 

Aft  for  regulating  his  majcfty's 
marine  forces. 

Acl  for   better   fupplying    his 

majcfty's  navy  with  mariners,  &c. 

Aft  for  repealing  an  aft  which 

prohibits    the   carrying   the   gold 

coin,  &c.  &c.  to  Ireland. 

Aft  for  paying  and  cloathing 
the  militia. 

Aft  for  fecuring  the  lawful  trade 
to  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  to  prevent 
firitiihfubjefts  from  trading  under 
foreign  commiffions,  and  for  other 
regulations  of  trade. 
Aft  to  regulate  county  eleftions. 
Aft  for  continuing  the  duties 
oa  ales,  &c.  brewed  for  fale  in 
the  town  of  Kelfo,  in  Scotland. 

And  to  feveral  road,  inclofurt, 
And  other  bills.     Ih  all  42% 

,  This  morning,  in  confe- 
'  quence  of  the  altercation 
above  alluded  to,  a  duel  was 
fought  between  the  Earl  of  Shel- 
burne  and  Mr.  FuIIarton,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  authentic 
narrative. 

Lord  Shelbume,  with  Lord 
Frederick  Cavendifh  for  his  fe- 
cond,  and  Mr.  Fulierton,  with 
Lord  Balcarras  for  his  fecond, 
met  at  half  paft  five,  in  Hyde- 
Park,  March  2?,  17 So.  Lord 
Balcarras  and  Lord  Frederick  Ca- 
vendifh propofed  both  parties 
ihould  obey  the  feconds.  Lord 
Shelbume  and  Col.  Fulierton 
walked  together,  while  Lord  Bal- 
carras and  Lord  Frederick  Caven- 
diih  adjuHed  all  ceremonials,  and 
fixed  on  pillols  as  the  proper  wea- 
pons. When  they  came  .to  the 
ground.  Lord  Shelburnc  told  them^ 


that  his  piftols  were  already  load- 
ed,   and  offered   to   draw  them, 
which  was  rejefted  by  Lord  Bal- 
carras and  CoK  Fulierton  ;  upon 
which  Lord  Balcarras  loaded  Col. 
Fullerton*s  piftols.     The  feconds 
having  agreed  that  twelve  paces 
was  a  proper  di fiance,  the  parties 
took  their  ground  ;  Col.  Fulierton 
delired  Lord   Shelburne   to   fire, 
which  his  lordfhip  declined,  and 
Col.  Fulierton  was  ordered  by  the 
feconds   to  fire.      He  fired,   and 
miffed.    Lord  Shelburne  returned 
it,    and  miffed.      Mr.   Fulierton 
then   fired  his  fecond  piflol,  and 
hit  Lord  Shelbume  in  the  right 
groin;  which  his  lord(hip  fignified  ; 
upon   which  every  body  ran   up ;    . 
the    feconds     interpofed.      Lord 
Frederick    Cavendilh    offered    to 
take  the  pillol   from  Lord  Shel- 
burne ;  but  his  lordlhip  refufed  to 
deliver  it  up,    faying,    *  1  have 
not  fired  that  piftol.'     Mr.  Ful- 
ierton returned  immediately  to  his 
ground,  which  he  had  left  with  a 
view  of  affifting  his  lordfhip,  and 
i:epeatedly  dclircd  his  lordfhip  to 
fire  at  him.    Lord  Shelburne  laid, 
'  Sure,    Sir,    you   don't   think   I 
would  fire  my  pillol  at  you,'  and 
fired  it  in  the  air.     The  parties 
and    their   feconds   got  together. 
Lord  Balcarras  aflced  Lord  Shel- 
burne if  he  had  any  difiiculty  in  de- 
claring he  meant  nothinj^  perfonal 
to  Col.  Fulierton.     His  lordfhip 
replied,  '  You  know  it  has  taken 
another   courfe ;    this  is  no  timt 
for    explanation.'      His   lordlhip 
then  faid  to  Col,  Fulierton,  •  Al* 
though  I  am  wounded,  I  am  able 
to  go  on,  if  you  feel  any  refent- 
ment.'     Col.   Fulierton   faid,    he 
hoped  he  was  incapable  of  har^ 
bouring  fuch  a  fenriment.     Lord 
Frederick  Cavendifh  declared,  that 
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from  the  charsu^r  be  had  beard 
of  Col.  FollerroD,  he  believed  fo. 
Col.  FullertOD  faid,  '  As  your 
iordihip  is  woanded,  and  has  fired 
IB  the  air,  it  is  impoiCble  for  me 
to  go  OD.*  Lord  Balcarras  and 
]Lord  Frederick  Cavendifk  imii»e- 
4)iately  dcclaced  that  the  parties 
had  ended  the  affair  by  behaving 
as  men  of  the  iln^ei(  honour. 

On  hearing  of  the  above  affair, 
the  following  meflage  was  fent 
6*001  the  city : 

GmiUhall,  London,  Mwrch  22, 
•  The  committee  of  common 
'  council  for  correfponding  with  the 
committees  appointed,  or  to  be 
appointed>  by  the  feveral  counties, 
cities,  and  ^boroughs  in  this  king- 
dom, anxious  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  valuable  life  of  fo  true  a 
£-iend  of  the  people,  and  defender 
of  the  liberties  of  Engliihmen,  as 
the  Earl  of  Shclburne,  refpeftfully 
enquire  after  his  lordihip's  fafety, 
Ikighly  endangered  in  confequence 
of  his  upright  and  fpirited  condaft 
in  Parliament. 

By  order  of  the  committee. 
Earl  of  §hclburnc.       Wm.  Rix.* 
This  morning  a  feffion  of 


ng    in    the    captaift't   cabio^' 
nking  a  bottle  of  wine,    on 


29th. 


oyer,    terminer  and    eaol 


delivery  for  offences  cpmmitted  on 
the  high  feas,  was  held  at  the 
fcflions-houfe  in  the  Old-Bailey, 
befQre  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Earl  of  Mansfield,  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  of  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  and  Sir  James  Marriot, 
Knt.  Judge  of  the  High  Court  of 
Admiralty,  when  John  Williams, 
<Tftcer  of  marines,  and  James 
Stoneham,  boatfwain's  mate,  of 
the  Eagle  privateer,  were  pat  to 
the  bar.  John  Smith,  firft  lieu- 
tenant  of  the  faid  (hip,  depofed, 
that  they  failed  from  Briftol  on  a 
cruize,  in  December  laft^   that. 


beinfi 
drinK 

Chritoas  -  day,  they  heard  a 
muiket  fired  lipon  deck;  that 
they  fgpt  a  boy  to  enquire  the 
caufe,  who  returned  with  aQ  an- 
/fatisfadory  anfwer ;  that  in  a  few 
minutes  they  l^ard  the  report  of 
a  fecond  mufltet,  which  alarmed 
then  very  much,  and  they  ran 
upon  deck  all  together  to  fee  what 
was  the  matter ;  that  they  found 
the  whole  crew  mulLered  upon 
deck,  and  that  they  had  broke 
open  the  chefts,  and  fupplied 
themfelves  with  arms  ;  chat  upoa 
the  captaia  going  up  to  them^ 
Williams,  one  of  the  ptif^ners, 
advanced  with  a  blunderbufs,.  and 
fwore,  that  if  he  ventured  a  ftep 
further  than  the  linie  he  had  drawn 
acrofs  the  deck,  he  would  blow 
his  brains  out;  that  the  captain 
inflantly  knocked  Williams  down, 
upon  which  the  reft  of  the  crew 
feeing  their  leader  fall,  and  think- 
ing he  had  been  killed,  returned 
to  their  quarters ;  and  that  Wil- 
liams  and  Stoneham,  the  prifoners 
.  at  the  bar,  were  inftantly  iecured, 
as  being  fuppofed  to  be  the  ring- 
leaders of  the  mutiny ;  that  the 
next  day  they  fell  in  with  the 
Brilliant  frigate  of  war,  and  that 
they  put  twelve  more  of  the  rioters 
on  board  that  fhip  to  ferve  his 
MajeHy,  after  which  they  returned 
without  any  further  moleftation^ 
peaceably  into  Falmouth. 

Peter  Reddifh  was  then  called^ 
whofe  evidence  correfponded  ex- 
actly with  Smith's;  the  captaia 
was  called  three  times,  ,but  did 
not  think  proper  to  make  his  ap- 
pearance. 

The  prifoners  in  their  defence 
called  three  evidences,  the  perfona 
who  a£lcd  as  Unguift^  forgeon, 
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tnd  fiirgcbh^s  nat^,  who  made  it 
appear  that  the  matiny  in  the  Ihip 
did  AOt  arife  from  fa^ioas  or  dif- 
honell  motives  isi  the  prifoners,' 
bat  from  an  honeft  deteftation  of 
the  bad  conduA  of  the  captain. 
who  it  appeared  had  failed  with  a 
privateering  commiffion  from  the 
Lords  of  the  Admit^alty^  and  had 
robbed  every  veiTel  of  whatfoever 
natlcii  that  he  met  with  of  infe- 
rior force;  they  each  gave  an 
affecting  narrative  of  the  plunder 
of  a  Dntchman,  whom  they  boards 
ed  under  American  colours^  and 
ftripped  of  all  the  poor  man«  who 
was  ibie  owner  of  the  veflel,  had 
in  the  worlds  though  he  was  in  a 
aentral.  bottom,  and  in  a  fair  way 
of  crad«;  the  poor  Dutchman 
wept  over  his  misfortunes,  but 
did  not  know  that  thefe  barbarians 
were  Snglifhmen.  They  likewife 
gave  an  account  of  the  plnnderof 
a  Danish  fiiip  and  Portuguefe  vef- 
fel  in  the  fame  manner,  and  that 
the  method  they  nfed  on  thefe 
occafions,  was  to  throw  a  tarpaulin 
over  the  head  of  the  (hip,  which 
bore  the  figure  of  an  eagle,  and 
to  call  themfelves  '  the  Black 
Prince  American  privateer,'  Cap- 
tain Mackenzie,  commander,  and 
theie  witnefles  feparately  declared, 
that  the  prifoners  had  often  told 
them  they  would  rather  be  killed 
than  join  the  captain  in  thefe  ini- 
quitous proceedings ;  feveral  other 
very  refpedable  perfons  appeared 
to  the  charaders  of  the  pnioners^ 
but  Lord  Mansfield  refuted  to  ad- 
mit them,  declaring  that  the  pre- 
fent  trial  did  not  at  ay  depend  on 
charader,  and  his  lordfhip  then 
fummed  up  the  evidence  in  his 
nfual  way;  and  the  Jury,  after 
ittiring  a  few  minutes,  found  the 


prifoners  gu3tyi  bilt  at  the  fame 
time  earneftly  recommended  thea 
to  the  King's  mercy. 

A  few  days  ago,  as  the  -p. 
London  waggon  of  Mr.  ^ 
Truman  of  Derby,  was  travelling; 
between  Bigglefwade  and  Buck* 
den,  on  the  north  road,  the  can- 
dle in  the  lantern  unfortunately 
caught  the  tilt  of  the  machine^ 
and  the  fire  got  to  an  alarming 
height  before  it  was  perceived  by 
the  driver,  who  had  but  juil  time 
to  difenga^e  the  horfes,  before  a 
cafic  of  (pirituotts  Uquors  blew  up« 
and  made  a  dreadful  explofioa« 
The  lofs  fuftained  is  computed  at 
about  2000L 

CunttrhHryj  M^rch  29.  Mondajr 
laft  Mr.  Tankard,  a  cuftom-houue 
officer,  with  nine  or  ten  afUflants, 
came  up  with  a  gang  of  fmugglers, 
at  King's-down  Court-lodge,  near 
Dartford,  as  they  were  watdrlng 
their  hories,  and  took  2%  out  of 
30  horfes,  laden  with  tea,  Hlk, 
and  lace. —  One  of  the  mailer 
fmugglers  was  taken,  and  a  nunv- 
ber  of  the  horfes  wounded. 

Died,  At  Lincoln^  James 
Pigot,  Efq.   affcd  96. 

Robert  Macbrtde,  a  fiiherman* 
in  the  Ifland  of  Henies,  aged 
130  years,  and  fome  months. 

At  his  feat  near  Derby,  Samuil 
Pickering,  Efq.  aged  104. 

At  Radwinter  in  Eflex,  John 
Fox,  Efq.  aged  97. 

In  Kent-ftreet,  Southwark,  Ma- 
ry Ann  Ryan,  aged  upwards  6f 
167. 

Jofeph  Highmore,  £f^.  aged  d8» 
formerly  an  eminent  painter. 

Dr.  Ifaac  Schomberg,  a  very 
eminent  and  learned  phyfician. 
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At  the  grand  quarter- 
feiCons  of  the  peace,  held 
at  Guildhall^  a  new  regulation 
was  eftablilhed,  by  which  every 
publican  within  the  jurifdidlion  of 
the  city  is  obliged  to  appear  in 
perfon  to  renew  their  licences,  and 
to  enter  into  recognizances  for  the 
good  order  and  proper  condud  of 
their  rcfpeflivc  houfes. 

Laft  week,  at' the  afllzcs  atKing- 
ilon,  in  Surrey,  the  trials  on  the 
crown  {\dc  came   on   before    the 
Hon.    Mo-.  Jufticc  Gould  and' a 
fpecial  jury,  when  Mr.  Donovan 
(who  voluntarily  furrendered)  was 
tried  for  having  killed  in  a  duel, 
in  November  laft,    Capt.   James 
Hanfon.     It  appeared  by  a  num- 
ber of  refpe£^able  witneffes,  that 
the  deceafed  was  entirely  in  fault, 
and  had  forced  Mr.  Donovan  to 
meet  him  in  a  field  near  the  Dog 
and  Ducki  it  alfo  appeared,  that 
the  only  ground^  of  quarrel  be- 
tween the  prifoner   and   the  de- 
ceafed  was,    that   Mr.    Donovan 
interfered  between  Capt.  Hanfon 
and  another  perfon,  and  prevented 
their  fighting,  on  which  Hanfon 
gave  him  very  abuilve  language, 
and  infifted  '*  that  he  would  make 
him  fmell  powder.**  The  deceafed 
"was  wounded  by  a  piftol  bullet  in 
the   belly,    and    lived    about    24 
h.^urs  after.     He  declared  to  two 
eminent   furgeons   who    attended 
hirn,  and  to  fcveral  other  pcrfons, 
that  Mr.  Donovan  behaved  during 
the  action,  and  after  it,  with  the 
greatcft   honour,    tendcrncfs,  and 
concern  ;  and  he  particularly  de- 
fired  that   IV)   profecution  Ihould 
be  carried*  on  againfl  him,  as  he 
himfelf  was  foiely  in  fault,  by  an 
unprovoked  rafiinefs  of  temper  and 
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hcatofpaffion. .  The  learned  judgrf 
gave  an  excellent   charge  to   the 
jury,  and  faid,    ^'  though  he  al- 
lowed  that  all  the  circuroftances 
were  as  favourable  to  the  prifoner 
as  in  fuch  a  cafe  could  be,  yet  as 
the  idea  of  honour  was  fo  often 
mentioned,  he  muft  Hiy  and  in- 
form the  jury,  and  the  auditors, 
that  it  was  falfc  honour  in  men  to 
break  the  laws  of  God  and  of  their 
country ;  that  going  out  to  fight  a 
duel  was  in  both  parties  a  delibe- 
rate refolution  to  commit  murder, 
and  there  could  be  no  honour  in 
io  favage  a  cuftom,  which,  how- 
ever difguifed  in  words,  is  con- 
trary to  the  principles  and  hap- 
pinefb  of  fociety,  and  ought  to  be 
reprobated  in  every  well-regulated 
community.'*     The  jur}%  without 
going  out  of  court,  acquitted  Mr. 
Donovan    of   the    murder,     and 
found  hitn  guilty  of  man-fiaughter 
on    the   coroner's   inqucil.      The 
judge  fined  him  lol.  to  the  King, 
v.'hich  being  paid  in  court,  he  wa* 
immediately  dilcharged. 

The  feiilons  ended  at  ^  . 
the  Old-Bajilcy,  when- fen- 
tcrce  of  death  was  pafiM  on  tli' 
following  convi(5ls,  viz.  John  Spar- 
row, for  aifaulting  John  Turn<i: 
Hairib,  on  Cunllitution-hill,  l-i 
the  Grecji-Park,  and  robbing  biai 
of  a  filvcr  vvatchj  and  3s.  in  niu- 
ney ;  I'homas  Williams,  alias 
Charles  Calloway,  for  aflaultlng 
Capt.  Jofcph  Richards  on  the 
highv/ny,  near  Stepney-Caufewa). 
and  rol>hiug  In  in  of  a  gold  watcji 
and  ibiiic  liiuney  ;  Francis  Thoinp- 
ion  and  James  liarlv,  for  robhiUj^ 
Jofcph  White. in  Stepney. fieJ*!-, 
of  one  guinea,  7i.  and  fomo  halt- 
pence  J  Suiannah  Flood,  for  ilca]- 
ing  .three  guineas  and  about  14^- 
the  property  of  George  Nalh,  in 
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his  dwelling  -  houfe,  in  Wjrch- 
ftrcct;  John  Carr,  for  robbing 
George  Worthy,  near  iCenfington 
Gravel-Pits^  of  foine  money,  and 
a  caoe  mounted  with  fiiver ;  and 
Andrew-.  Breeme  was  convicted  of 
ittting  his  houfe  on  fire  in  Glan-. 
villc-ilreet.  Rath  bone- place.  Fot 
(hepnrpofe  of  determining  a  point 
of  law,  the  jury  found  a  fpecial 
NcrJi^,  as  follows;  that  the  pri- 
foncr  wilfully  and  malicioufly  fet 
on  lire  and  burnt  the  hjQufe  ;  that 
the  faid  hoafe  was  on  Icaic  to  the 
priibner  for  the  term  of  three 
years  from  Mr.  Tuppin,  who  was 
poiTciTed  of  it  for  a  term  of  99 
years  under  Mr.  Bv)Uon.  The 
twelve  judges  will  have  to  de- 
termine whether,  under  thcfe  cir- 
ca.Titian  ces,  the  prifoncr  has  or 
not  committed  a  fv-lony- 

One  Read,  2  coachnian,  and 
one  Smith,  a  plaifterer,  ftood  in 
the  pillory,  St.  Margaret's  Hill, 
for  unnatural  pra(^ices  ;  the  for- 
mer of  whom  pcrilhing  befjre  the 
time  expired,  owing  to  the  fe- 
veriiy  of  the  mob,  the  fame  was 
taken  notice  of  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  The  Auorney-Ge- 
ne/al  was  dsiired  to  profcjute  the 
officer  whofe  bufiiicfj  it  was  to  fee 
the  fcnteucc  of  the  law  cxecured, 
and  a  hint  thrown  out  for  a  new 
law  to  alter  the  mode  of  punilh- 
oicnt. 

Ac  a  meeting  of  the  Society 
for  the  Encouragement  of  Agri- 
culture in  the Eaft-Riding  of  Yoric, 
honorary  premiums  were  adjudgjd 
to  Chrillophcr  Sykes,  Rt.  Giim- 
fton,  and  Rd.  Carlifle  Broad  ley, 
Blqrs.  for  planting  the  gre;i:-lt 
r.amberof  larch-trees,  viz.  54,430 
hy  the  nrft  ;  25,500  by  the  fecund  ; 
and  13,703  by  the  third.  At  the 
iame  time  a  fervani  xeceived  two 


guineas  for  killing  the  greated 
number  of  rats  in  one  year,  not 
being  a  rat-catcher  by  profcifion, 
viz.  402. 

This  dar  the  queftion  to  . 
enquire  into  the  right  of 
the  corporation  to  become  Go- 
vernors of  *'t\c  four  royal  hofpitais, 
St.  Bartholomew's,  ChriiVs,  Bride  - 
well  and  Btthiem,  and  St.  Tho- 
mas's, came  on  at  Lincoln's-lnn 
Kail  brrore  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
as  vifitor  of  all  the  royal  founda- 
tions. The  couiifcl  for  the  city  of 
London  were,  the  Attorney- Gc- 
nerd,  the  Recorder,  Mr.  Maddcjc» 
and  Mr.  Rofe  ;  for  the  petitioners 
frhs  prcfident  and  governors  by 
aanativ)n)  were,  Mr.  Mai^sficld, 
Mr.  K?nyon,  and  Mr.  Krikine. 
The  former,  in  a  fpeecli  of  an 
hour  and  a  half,  f!ated  the  objects 
of  the  petition  and  the  prayer, 
and  a  modern  bye -law  of  the  cor- 
poration for  fealing  hofpital  leafej 
in  the  court  of  common-council  ; 
that  in  confeijucnce  of  the  new 
refolution  leales  brouc^ht  to  the 
court  of  aldermen,  a^/ecable  to 
former  ufage,  were  rofufjd  thj 
feal :  after  which,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor intimated  that  a  matter  of 
this  importance  required  a  deal  of 
time,  and  propofed  a  further  day 
convenient  to  the  court  and  coun- 
fel  for  a  complete  inveftigatijn. 

Six  malefactors  were  €•:-  , 
ecuted  at  Tyburn,  purfu- 
ant  to  their  fcntences,  for  various 
crimes ;  John  p^'ranquc,  for  rob- 
bing the  houfe  of  Jcre.-niah  Bent- 
Jiam,  Efq.  JohnCojniaca,  for  rob- 
bing the  houfe  of  Mr?.  Crucius; 
Robert  Hughes;,  (vr  robbing  tin? 
Koufe  of  Samuel  Lir.jf.y,  Efq. 
Robert  AnJ'-Ci  and  Rijiiard  Pal- 
mer, for  robbing  thv;  houfe  of 
Francis  Lumm,  iifq.  and  John 
Benfield 
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Benfield  and  William  Turley;  for    fufed  *  the  attorney  endeavoureA 


counterfeiting  the  current  coin. 
■  1  This  day,  on  a  trial  at 
'+*'^'  Bai- in  the  Court  of  King's. 
Bench,  the  wiU  of  the  late  Duke 
of  Kingftoh,  in  favour  of  the  pre- 
fent  Courttefs  dowagfcr  of  Brillol; 
Was  eflablifhed. 

Same  day,  Mr.  Serjeant  Davy 
moved  the  Court  of  Common-Pleas 
for  a  rule  to  fhew  caufe  why  a  de- 
fend  ant  fhould  not  be  difcharged 
upon  a  common  appearance  to  a 
Writ  ifiued  in  that  court  for  a  pre- 
tended debt  of  70I.  The  cafe,  as 
laid  before  the  court,  was  fineular. 
The  parlies  were  bujband  and 
^ift ;  were  Roman  Catholics  y 
were  married  according  to  the 
rules  of  that  churchy  and  had 
lived  happy  together  for  eleven 
yearsi  when  the  wife  went  into 
Northumberland  with  three  fur- 
viving  children  outof  feven,  upon 
an  allowance  of  20I.  a  year. 
During  her  flay  her  hufband  had 
written  to  her,  and  fhe  returned 
at  his  requeft*  They  again  lived 
together  amicably,  till  the  hulband 
meeting'  with  a  woman  of  fomc 
fortune  who  feemed  to  favour  his 
addrefTes,  he  courted  her  as  a 
fingle  man.  This  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  wyOr,  Ihe  put  a 
flop  to  the  match,  which  fo  ex- 
afperated  the  hulband,  that  he 
vowed  revenge ;  caufed  her  to  be 
arreted  in  her  maiden  namc^  and 
fwore  a  debt  againft  her  of  70I. 
When  in  the  fpunging-houfe,  an 
attorney  offered  her  a  fum  of  mo- 
ney to  .iign  an  inflrument,  re- 
nouncing all  claim  to  herhufband, 
which  ihe  abCblutely  refufcd ; 
whereupon  (he  was,  oy  order  of 
the  attorney,  taken  to  Newgate. 
During  her  confinement^  the  offer 
was  made  a  fecond  cime^  and  re* 


to  perfuade  her  to  a  compHance^ 
by  telling  her,  that  a  particular 
fHetid  advifed  her  to  fettle  the 
diflerence  by  a  general  rennn* 
ciation  of  the  title  of  a  wife.  But 
even  this  fnbterfuge  had  not  the 
effeft;  (he  was  in  Newgate  M 
days,  and  the  lingular  cruelty  of 
the  affair  being  reprefbnted  to  a 
captain  tHth  whom  the  huiband 
lived,  he  generoiifly  dire^ed  an 
attorney  to  bail  the  a^ion,  and 
apply  to  the  court  for  redrefs. 
Serjeant  Davy  having  commented 
upon  this  tranfadtion,  faid  he 
fhould  fnper-a^d  a  claufe  to  the 
rule,  for  the  purpofe  of  punifhing' 
the  attorney  for  proftituting  the 
prbcefs  of  the  court  to  fo  (Hanteful 
a  defign,  evidently  calculated  to 
impofe  upon  an  innocent  faniilyi 
and  therefore  he  moved  alfo,  that 
the  parties  fhould  anfwer. — The 
court  feemed  flruck  at  the  relation^ 
and  faid,  that  whether  it  was  in 
point  of  law  criminal  or  not,  the 
attorney  had  afted  verv  uncon- 
fcientioufly,  and  it  would  be  right 
to  call  upon  him^  and,  if  pofiible; 
to  punifh  him ;  they  therefore 
granted  the  rule  as  prayed  for. 
A  motion  was  made  in  . 
the  Court  of  King's-Bench.  *^"^- 
by  the  Solicitor- General;  for  ah 
attachment  againft  the  Under- 
Sheriff  of  Surrey,  for  Tiegkft  of 
his  duty,  in  not  preventing  the 
death  of  the  man  who  ftood  m  the 
pillory  at  St.  Margaret's-Hill; 
Affidavits  were  read,  ftatin^  the 
fad  of  the  man^s  death,*  and  how 
it  happened,  but^no  charge  againfl 
the  Under-Sheriff,  that  it  hap- 
pened  throueh  his  negle£t.  Mr. 
Dunning  faid  he  was  inftraded  to 
defend  the  Under-Sheriff  in  the 
firfl  infiance;  and  faidi  that  fb 

far 
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far  froift'  tliere  being  any  crimina- 
lity in  the  under  Sierifif*,  he  was 
inlhufted  to  fay,  that  inftead  ot 
the  ordinary  affiftance  of  conflables 
from  five  parifhcs^  he  had  collefted 
liofc  of  eleven  paHihes,  and  taken 
c?ery  other  means  to  prevent  raif- 
chief.  The  c6urt  wfere  for  refufing 
the  application,  as  containing  no 
charge;  but  at  laft  granted  the 
rule  to  Ihew  caufe,  to  give  the 
nnder  flieriff  an  opportunity  of 
having  his  charafter  perfedtly 
cleared* 

26th  ^^^  under  fheriff  of  Sur- 
rey Hiewed  taufe  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  againft 
the  rule  prayed  for  by  the  attorney 
general,  on  account  of  the  death 
of  the  man  on  the  pillory,  when 
he  made  it  appear  that  the  fa£t 
did  not  originate  from  any  negie6l 
of  dnty,  and  the  rule  was  dif« 
charged.  '   ^ 

Mr.  Jufticc  Wilmot,  profefcuted 
to  conviftion  by  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, for  imprisoning  a  fellowfhip« 
porter  under  the  late  aft  for  im- 
prcffing  men  for  his  majefty's  fer- 
vice,  lurrendered  himfelf  at  the* 
bar  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
in  order  to  receive  fenience.  He 
was  fined  loal.  and  his  attorney 
undertaking  to  be  anfwerable  for 
that  fam,  he  was  immediately  dif« 
charged. 

28th  ^^'  l^"''^^''?  ™oved  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  for 
arnle^  to  flievv  caufe  why  an  in- 
formation (hould  not  be  filed  againft 
the  Rev.  Henry  Bate,  for  an  infa- 
noQs  libel  on  the  Duke  of  Rich-^ 
aiond,  charging  him  with  high- 
twafon.  Mr.  Dunning  produced 
two  affidavits  in  fupport  of  his 
niotion,  which  proved  the  Rev. 
Henry  Bate  to  be  the  editor,  and 
eneof  the  proprietors  of  the  Motn- 
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ing-Poft;  that  he  is,  and  has  bee li 
for  years  paft,  the  direfior  of  all 
matters  to  be  printed  in  the  faid 
papet,  and  that  he  revifes  the  fe- 
vcral  proof  papers  before  they  are 
publiihed,  and  is  allowed  by  the 
reft  of  the  proprietors  a  weekly 
fum  for  fo  doing.  That  he  with 
his  own  hand  gave  the  queries  to 
the  printer  of  the  paper  on#he  23d 
or  24th  of  February,  and  told 
him  *  there  is  the  copy  for  to-mor- 
row,' Or  v(rords  to  that  efFe£l,  by 
which  the  pointer  underftood  hei 
was  to  print  it,  and  that  he  did 
print  it  accorditigly  in  the  Mbrn- 
ing-Poft  on  February  the  25th 
inftant. 

The  court  granted  the  rule,  and 
ctpreiTed  their  indignation  at  the 
heinotifnefs  of  the  offence,  at  th6 
fame  time  paiiing  high  encomiums 
on  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  af- 
ferting  their  firm  belief  of  the  falfe- 
hood  of  the  charges r 

Some  of  the  moft  exceptionabl^i 
queries,  a^e' the  following: 

*  To  the  Duke  of  R— 1 i 

*  Whether  a  man  who  at  all 
times  has  endeavoured  to  deceive 
his  country,  and  furnifli  an  avow- 
ed enemy  with  intelligence  of  thtf 
firft  importance,  is  not  a  traitor  to 
his  country^  and  deferving  of  the 
moft  condign  punifhment? 

'  Wheiher,  if  the  minifttfr  had 
taken  your  advice,  you  did  not 
mean  to  give  the  intelligence  to 
your  bofom  friend  the  Duke 
d'Aiguillon  ? 

*  Whether  yoa  did  not  fumifli 
the  Court  of  France  with  plans  of 
the  weakeft  and  moft  defencelefs 
parts  of  this  iiland^  moft  liable  toi 
invafionj  and  moft  contiguous  t« 
tlieir  own  coafts  and  harbours  f* 
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Lifi,  of  the   Capital   Con*viSis    con- 
dcmned  during  Lent  Ajjizes, 

At  Nonhampcon  three,  (two  of 
whom  were  for  miirdcr)— one  re- 
prieved. 
.   At  Reading  one— reprieved. 

At  Wincheftcr  ten,  one  for 
murder — five  reprieved.     , 

At  Salifbury  kvt — all  reprieved. 

At  Stafford  four — two  reprieved. 

At  Aylefbury  five,"  one  for  mur-. 
der— four  repriei^ed. 

At  Cheltasford  fix— two  rc- 
prJevcd. 

At  York  three. 

At  Cambridge  two — one  for 
murder. 

At  Bedford  four three  re- 
prieved. 

At  Maiddone,  John  Knight,  for 
sUTiiling  fome  fmugglers  in  iboot- 
iog  two  dragoons  at  WKitilable, 
near  Canterbury,  the  26th  ult. 
was  found  guilty,  and  executed 
accordingly. 

At  Eafl  Grmftead  (for  SuiTcx) 
one,  f6r  murder  of  his  wife,  and 
executed  accordingly. 

James  Burnet,  indi£led  for  the 
wilful  murder  of  Thomas  Hewitt, 
gamekeeper  to  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Richmond,  at  Goodwood- park, 
in  December  laA,  was  found  guil- 
ty of  manflaughter,  and  fentenced 
to  be  burnt  in  the  hand,  and  im* 
prifoned  twelve  months  in  Horlham 
jail. 
,  At  Ltncola  two. 

Leghorn,  April  6.  Letters  from 
Conllantinople,  dated  March  3, 
mention  an  earthquake  at  Tauris, 
rhe  capital  of  the  province  of  Ad?r- 
bigan,  in  Perfia,  which  has  been 
more  fatal  than  that  which  happen- 
ed in  16^1,  If  we  are  to  credit 
thrre  fl^i't  accounts,  this  town, 
which    contained    1,5,000   houfcs, 


and  many  magazines  of  conmerce, 
exhibits  nothing  but  a  parcel  of 
ruins.  Many  citizens,  they  add, 
are  dedroyed  by  this  difailer.  ^ 

Died,  at  St.  Juft,  Cornwall, 
Maurice  Bengham,  a  fiihernaan, 
aged  116. 

At  Thatcham,  James  Walford, 
aged  104. 

At  York,  Thomas  Hume,  Efq; 
aged  u;. 

In  St.  Martin's  Workhoufe, 
jane  Petit,  aged  113. 

At  Margate,  Mrs.  Stokes,  aged 
100. 

At  Narrowficld,  Berks,  Tho. 
Carter,  aged  108. 

At  Market  Harborough,  Rev. 
Rich.  Parry,  D.  D.  well  known 
by  many  learned  publications. 

At  Knigbtibridge,  John  Nou rfe» 
Efq;  many  years  book  feller  to  his 
majelly.  He  was  himfelf  a  man 
of  fcience,  particularly  in  the  n>a- 
thematical  line ;  in  which  deparu 
ment  a  great  number  of  valuable 
publications  have  been  by  him  in- 
troduced to  the  world. 


MAY. 

A  very  interelling  queftion  * 
was  argued  and  determined  in  ^  ' 
the  Court  of  King's  B^nch,  where- 
in  the  inhabitants  of  Richnaond 
and  the  city  of  London  were  par- 
ticularly concerned,  the  former 
claiming  the  property  of  the  (oil 
of  the  river  Thames,  fo  far  as 
their  juriididioa  i-eaches,  down  to 
low-water  mark,  bad  caufed  the 
works  now  carrying  on  by  the  lat- 
ter, under  the  authority  of  an  a^ 
of  parliament,^  tp  be  obftru^ed, 
on  which  the  city  had  comme^iced 
a  profecution  again  ft  the  perfons 
employed  in  that  fervice,  and  had 
I  obtained 
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obtained  a  yerdid  again  ft  chem  at 
the  hfk  Surry  afiizcs  ;'  but  the 
council  on  the  oppoiite  fide  ftill 
IflfiAing  on  their  right  to  the  foil, 
'  the  cafe  came  to  be  argued  on  chat 
particular  point;  and  after  manj 
learned  arguments,  in  which  the 
natter  feemed  to  receive  a  full  in- 
vei^igation.  Lord  Mansfield  and 
the  other  judges  were  unanimoufly 
of  opinion,  chat  the  river  bein^ 
a  public  navieable  river,  the  in- 
habiunts  could  have  no  particular 
intereft  in  any  pare  of  its  foil. 
The  decjfion  therefore  of  this  caufe 
'  entirely  removes  the  general  idea, 
tLat  owners  of  the  adjoining  lands 
have  property  in  the  foil  of  navi- 
gable rivers  as ,  far  as  low-water 
siark; 

.  A  refpiie,  till  further  fig» 
^  '  nification  of  his  majefty's 
pieafure,  was  fent  to  the  Maribal 
of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty 
fiir  John  Williams  and  James 
Sroncham,  convifts  in  Newgate, 
for  mutiny.  They  were  to  have 
been  executed  this  day. — This  re- 
fpite  was  in  confequence  of  no- 
tice taken  of  the  cafe  in  the*Houfe' 
of  Commons.  The  captain,  it 
|-^ems,  had- been  concerned  in  fome 
iiilci:  practices,  and  they  had  re- 
filled going  into^  port  for  fear  of 
being  prefTed. 

This  day  the  royal  aflent  was 
^iven  to  42  public  and  private 
bills  by  commiflion.  Among  the 
former  were  the  following': 

A  bin  for  feveral  additional  du- 
ties upon  wines  and  vinegar. 

■~—  for  feveral  additional  du- 
ties on  advertifements,  and  receipts 
for  legacies. 

to  proteft  goods,   &c.    of 

tlie  growth  of  iheiflands  of  Grena- 
da and  the  Grenadines,  on  board 


neutral  veflels  bound  to  neutral 
|>orts,  during  the  prefent  hoftili* 
lies. 

-; —  fqr  allowing  a  bounty  oft 
the  exportation  of  Britilh  corn  and 
grain  in  (hips  of  any  kingdom  ill 
amity  with  his  majefty. 

A  petition  has  been  lately  ^  « 
prefentedtohismajefty,  froni  * 
Calcutta,  figned  by  600  Whites* 
and  a  great  number  of  Gentoos* 
ilating,  in  a  forcible  manner,  the 
various  hardfhips  the  inhabitants 
have  fuiFered  fince  the  in  trod  ac- 
tion of  the  Englilh  laws  amongft 
them. 

This  morning  two  peribns,  • 
one  a  tradefman  and  the  other  ^ 
a  fheriff's  officer,  were  brought 
before  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
to  receive  fentence  for  having  feme 
time  ago  arrefted  one  of  the  do* 
meilics  belonging  to  his  Excel- 
lency Count  de  Welderen ;  Mr. 
J u nice  Willes,  in  a  ihort  fpeech, 
explained  the  nature  of  the  offence, 
obierving,  at  the  fame  time,  how 
neccil'aryat  was  ftriftly  to  adhere 
to  the  laws  of  nations :  that  the 
perfons  now  before  them,  had  been 
guilty  of  a  very  high  offence 
againil  thofe  laws,  and  which  call- 
ed loudly  for  an  exemplary  punifh- 
ment;  the  judgment  therefore  of 
the  court  was,  that  the  two  perfoas 
be  immediately  taken  into  ths 
cu!>ody  of  the  marflial  of  this 
court,  and  be  by  him  conduced 
this  day,  at  any  hoar  that  may  be 
appointed,  to  the  dwelling-ho^fe 
of  Count  de  Welderen,  with  a  la- 
bel faflened  to  each  of  their  breafts, 
denoting  their  offence,  and  that 
they  db  then  and  there  aik  pardon 
of  his  excellency  for  the  crime  by 
them  committed.  The  tradefman 
to   be  afterwards  imprifoned    for 
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three   months,    and    the   flieriff's 
ofEcer  to  pay  a  fine  of  30I.  and  be  , 
committed  cill  he  pay  the  fame. 


1  This  day  the  following 

^  '  decifion  was  made  refpedling 
bankrapts,  by  the  Earl  of  Mans- 
field, which  being  materially  ne- 
ceiTary  to  be  known  to  the  praflifers 
in  the  law,  but  more  efpeclally  to 
thoAf  who  have  concerns  in  bank* 
roptcy,  we  here  give  it  to  the 
public.  Mr.  Ifaac,  the  plaintiff, 
brought  his  action  againfl  Mr. 
Harrifbn,  the  Sheriff  of  Suflex,  for 
having  returned  a  warrant,  *  Non 
eft  inventus ^^  in  an  a£lion,  Ifaac 
againft  Hen  wood,  when  in  fadl 
the  defendant  Hen  wood  had  been 
arrefted,  but  the  officer  had  thought 
proper  not  to  hold  his  prifoner  on 
his  having  been  (bund  a  bankrupt, 
and  on  his  producing  a  fummons 
from  the  commifTiOQers  of  bank- 
ruptcy, which  he  confidered  as  a 
prote£iion  from  arreils  before  th9 
day  fixed  for  his  final  furrender, 
which  the  (heriff  on  the  above 
trial  made  the  ground  of  his  de- 
fence. The  fheriff  produced  Mr. 
Wells,  the  meffenger,  to  prove 
the  bankruptcy,  and  that  Hen- 
wood  was  in  cuftody,  fubfequcnt 
to  the  fervice  of  the  coiumiflioncrs' 
fummons.  Lord  Mansfield  de- 
clared,  that  a  commiflion  of  bank- 
ruptcy could  not  prevent  the  bank- 
rupt from  arrefl  any  farther  than 
at  the  a£lual  tiir.e  of  the  bankrupt's 
going  to,  ftaying  with,  and  com- 
ing from  the  commifTioncrs,  and 
dircfted  the  jury  to  find  a  verdidl 
for  the  pl'iintiff  with  full  colli  of 
fuit,  which  they  did  accordingly. 
Mr.  Dunnirg  and  Mr.  Morgan, 
counfels  for  the  plaintiff,  the  (oli- 
citor-gencral  for  the  defendant. 
■       L  The  feffions  at  the  Old 

.  ^     •    Bailey,    which  began    the 
5 


preceding    ,Wednefday,      ended, 
when  four  convids  received   fcn- 
tence  of  death  ;  James  Purfe,  for  a 
rape  on  the  perfon  of  Eliz.  Mid- 
winter; Wm.  Edwards,  for   rob- 
bing Wm.  Randall  on  the  high- 
way, and  brutally  cutting  off  two 
of  his  fingers;   JoTeph  Biley,    for 
flealing  a  cow ;  and  Tho.  Hani' 
phrys,   for  robbing  Wm.  Biliany 
on  the  highway  near  Pancras.      At 
this  fefilons  Albert  Low^e  was  tried 
for  the  murder   of  his  wife,  and 
found  guilty  of  manilaughter  ;  to 
whom  the  judge  made  a  very  mov- 
ing fpeech,  addreffed  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  criminal,  who  had  been 
guilty,  be  faid,  of.  the  mo(l    ag- 
gravated inftance  of  manflaughter 
he  had  ever  remembered  to  come 
before  any  court,     ^e  did  not  ar- 
raign the  jury  for   their  verdi«5>, 
but  he  fentenced  the  prifoner    to 
12  months  imprifonnuent  in  New- 
gate, which  doubles  the  ufuai  pu- 
nifhment. 

A  man,  who  had  beeh  ^, 
taken  at  an  E  O  table  in  ^9^^"' 
Guildford,  and  a  pettifogger  in  the 
law^  were  brought  before  Alder- 
man Wooldridge  at  Guildhall,  on 
warrants  granted  in  confequence 
of  bills  of  indidtment  being  found 
againft  them  the  laft  fefilons  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  for  an  alarming  in- 
ftance  of-  villainyv  The  former 
was  charged  with  wilful  and  cor- 
rupt perjury,  committed  by  affida- 
vit fworn  to  a  debt  of  ixool.  be- 
ing due  to  him  from  a  wine  mer- 
chant at  the  weft  end  of  the  town, 
.whom  he  had  never  feen  or  dea.lc 
with  in  any  refpedl ;  and  the  other 
was  accufed  with  adling  as  a  willing 
agent  in  the  charafler  of  an  at- 
torney, and  iifalng  th^  writ,  not 
in /his  own  name,  but  that  of  ano- 
ther maOr  The  wine-merchant 
related 
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related  tlie  following  particulars: 
viz.  As  a  member  of  a  fociety  for 
the  pretention  and  punifhment  of 
frauds,  he  had  been  very  adlive  to 
couQteraft  a  plot  formed  to  fwin- 
dle  a  French  gentleman  out  of  a 
large  fcm  of  money,  which  did 
not  fucceed;  the  parlies  who  mif- 
carried  in  this  fcheme  vowed  re- 
venge, and  the  firft  ftep  they  took 
was  to  endeavour  todellroy  the  re- 
putation of  the  wine  merchant  by 
an  information  at  the  Board  of 
Excite,  for  defrauding  the  re\'e- 
DQs  to  a  confiderable  amount ; 
bar  the  commiflioners  faw  through 
the  iniquity  of  the  buiinefs,  and 
.ftopt  the  profecntion.  Soon  after 
which,  they  put  the  iniquitous 
fdieme  in  execution,  the  fwearing 
the  above  falfe  debt.  They  were 
committed  for  trial,  and  the  fo- 
dety  are  to  profecutc,  that  the  ex- 
pence  may  not  fall  upon  an  in- 
jured individual,  < 
^,.1            This  day    the   revived 

24.10.  t-      ,  '  '  c 

^  caulc  (on  a  motion  for  a 

new  trial  I  aft  term)  between  a 
Jew  dealer  in  lace,  plaintiff,  and 
two  Marfhalmen,  Payne  and  Gates, 
defendants,  came  on  before  the 
Earl  of  Mansfield,  at  Quiidhallf 
The  only  queftion  was,  whether 
the  defendants  were  juftilied  in 
apprehending  the  plain  tiff  on  a 
charge  of  felony,  which,  on  ex- 
amination before  a  magiilrate,  was 
difmifTed  ?  Lord  NfansEeld,  in  a 
very  clear  and  full  manner,  laid 
down  the  law  as  lately  fettled :  his 
lord(faip  faid,  that  on  the  former 
trial  he  had  aahered  to  the  doArine 
of  many  old  books,  and  confider. 
ed  it  necefTary  for  the  juflifica^ion 
of  a  peace  officer,  that  a  felony 
ihould  be  committed  to  warrant 
the  apprehenfion  of  a  fuppofed  fe- 
lon: bat  opon  the  motion  for  a 


new  trfal,  other  authorities  inclin- 
ing to  a  different  opinion  were 
quoted,  and  upon  folemn  delibera- 
tion of  the  bench,  it  was  agreed 
that  it  was  not  abfolutely  requi- 
fite  a  felony  ihouid  b'  committed. 
His  lordfhip  adverted  to  the  dan- 
ger and  inconvenience  of  a  con- 
ifable  being  liable  to  aflions,  if 
the  charge  (hould  turn  out  to  be 
groundlefs ;  and  (hewed  alfo  how 
t)ie  public  would  be  affeded,  pro- 
vid'ed  a  peace  officer  had  no  autho- 
rity to  fecure  a  man  fufpefted  of 
felony,  and  of  whom  he  was  re- 
quired, at  his  peril,  to  lay  hold  as 
a  chief.  A  conflable's  duty  was 
not  to  enquire,  bat  to  bring  the 
o/Fcnder,  or  fuppofed  criminal,  be- 
fore a  magiftrate  for  him  to  ex- 
amine. If  ihe  charge  waS' defec- 
tive, or  malicious,  the  party  had 
a  remedy  again  ft  the  perfon  who 
employed  the  officer.  At  the  fame 
time  (he  conduct  of  the  conftable 
fhould  be  pure  and  incorrupt;  he 
fhould  know  of  no  preconcerted 
plan  of  oppredion  ;  it  (hould  be 
'  bona  fide*  fair,  honeft,  and  regu- 
lar  in  every  degree.  The  jury 
were  to  review  the  behaviour  of 
the  marfhalmcn,  and  if  there  ap- 
peared ir.y  thing  like  a  job  in  it, 
they  had  exceeded  the  line  of  their 
authority,  and  were  refponfible.— 
no  fuch  kind  of  conduft  had  been 
imputed  to  thf^m  ;  there  was  no 
proof,  nor  any  colour  of  evidence 
to  charge  them  with  improper  mo- 
tives ;  however,  if  the  jury  thought 
thev  a£ted ;  n  the  fmalleftdcgr^e  from 
combination,  an'l  with  a  know- 
ledge of  the  falfity  o\  ihe  fad^,  they 
would  givedamage«>,  otherwifc  find 
for  them,  which  he  jury  did,  and 
gave  only  lol.  .»gainft  the  princi- 
pal who  made  the  charge. 


[O]? 
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26th  '^^^  ^*^  ^^^  roy&l  aflibnt, 
by  virtue  of  a  comraiflion 
from  his  majefty,  was  given  fo 
the  malt  biJi,  the  recruiting  bill, 
the  Plymouth  dock  bill,  and  fe- 
veral  other  public  and  private 
bills. 

YeHerday  the  fuit  brought  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Sellon,  Miniller  of 
St.  James,  Clerkenwell,  againft 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Hawcis,  Redor  of 
Aldwinkle,  in  Northamptcnlhire, 
and  Chaplain  to  the  Right  Hon« 
the  Countefs  of  Huntingdon,  for 
reading  prayers,  and  preaching  in 
the  Pantheon  Chapel,  in  Clerkcn* 
well,  commonly  called  Northamp- 
ton Chapel,  or  Lady  Hunting- 
don's Chapel,  was  determined  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Sellon.  Several 
depofiftons  were  read,  proving,  on 
one  fide,  that  the  chapel  was  a 
very  large  building,  fufiicicnt  to 
hold  between  two  and  three  thou- 
fand  perfons ;  that  fifteen  hundred, 
or  two  thoufand,  often  reforted  to^ 
it ;  that  it  had  doors  open  to  the 
ftreet ;  that  tickets  for  admiffion 
to  it,  had  been  purchafed  of  tl^e 
Rev.  Mr.  Taylor ;  and  that  Mr. 
Sellon  was  greatly  injured  by  it 
in  the  profits  of  his  living.  On 
the  other  fide— That  the  Countefs 
of  Huntingdon  had  taken  a  leafe 
of  the  houfe  and  premifes;  that, 
the  chapel  was  her  family  chapel  $ 
ajid  that  Mr.  Haweis  was  chaplain 
toherladyihip,  and  officiated  in  the 
faid  chapel  only  in  that  capacity, 
A  depo£tion  given  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Taylor,  was  read,  declaring, 
that  he  never  fold  any  tickets^  for 
udmifiion  into  the  chapel,  but  that 
when  any  perfons  fubfcribed  any 
fum  for  the  chapel,  he  gave  them 
tickets  for  admiflion,  gratis.  — 
The  right  of  peers,  and  their  cha- 
plains, with  iefpcd  to  the  point 


in  queilion,  was  fuMy  argued  ;  and 
thb  judgi,  after  having  entered 
into  the  full^  merits  of  the  cafc^ 
and  pointed  out  the  rule  of  right, 
with  great  prcciiion,  palTed  fen- 
tence  upon  Mr.  Haweis,  admo- 
niftiing  him  for  his  fault,  forbid* 
ding  him  to  preach  in  the  pariih 
of  Clerkenwell  for  the  future,  and 
condemning  him  to  pay  cofts. 

The  grofs  produce  of  the  tolls 
at  Black- friars-bridge,  fjom  Mi^ 
chaelmas,  1775,  ^°  Michaelmas, 
1779,  amounts  to  26,367!.  13s, 
6d,{,  The  iofs  upon  bad  gold, 
filver,  and  copper,  amounts  tp 
20531.  I2S.  3d.  And  the  falaries 
to  tollmen  and  watchmen,  and 
other  incidental  cxpences  in  that 
fpace,  amount  to  no  lefs  than 
3,8161.  i6s  5d. 

Died,  at  Hanflet,  near  Leeds, 
Jofhua  Simpfon,  Efq;  aged  104. 

At  Welthill  Farm  in  Hamp^ 
fhire,  Mr.  Thomas  Dickens,  aged 
105.  His  wife  died  lafl  year  aged 
98. 

At  Mortlake,  Mrs.  Bullock, 
aged  10 I. 

Robert  Walfmgham,  Efq;  aged 

99- 

.  Sir  Anthony  Buchanan,   Bart, 
aged  96. 


JUNE. 

This  day  Mr.  Lee  moved  » 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  *^' 
at  the  inllance  of  Edmund 
Burks,  Efq;  for  a  rule,  oblig- 
ing the  reputed  editor  of  a 
morning  paper  to  ftiew  caufe, 
why  an  information  (hould  not  be 
filed  againft  him,  for  having  fuf-r 
fcrcd  to  be  publilhed  in  the  paper 
alluded  to  a  paragraph  on  the  13th 
of  April  iafi>  and  another  para- 
graph 
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graph  on  the  14th  of  the  fame 
month,  each  grofsly  rcflcfting  on 
Mr.  Burke,  for  the  part  he  had 
taken  in  the  Houfc  of  Commons 
refpeding  the  unfortunate  wretch 
who  loft  his  life  in  the  pillory,  at 
St.  Margaret's  Hill,  Southwark, 
•n  Tucfday  the  nth  of  April. 
The  rule  was  granted.' 
J  The  report  was  made  to 
his  majefty  of  the  convi(^b 
under  fentence  of  death  in  New- 
fate,  who  wereconvicled  in  April 
lefiion,  when  the  following  were 
ordered  for  execution  on  Thurfday 
next,  viz.  James  Early,  John 
Carr,  and  John  Sparrow. 

The  following  were  refpited 
during  his  majefty's  pleafure : 
Thomas  Williams,  alias  Charles 
Calloway,  Francis  Thompfon,  and 
Sufannah  Flood. 

This  day  the  petition  of  the 
Proteftant  Aflbciation  was  prelent- 
cd  to  parliament;  and  in  the  even- 
ing the  dreadful  riots  and  confla- 
grations commenced,  which  con- 
tinued, 'without  intermiflion,  to 
the  Sih.  See  a  particular  account 
in  the  Appendix. 

6th  ^^^  ^^y^  ^S^  ^^^  ^^'^ 

tided  a  matter  in  the  Court 

of  King's  Bench,  which  had  'occn 
referred  from  the  aflizes  held  in 
March ^lall  in  Maidfione,  as  a 
pbint  of  law  to  the  confideraticn 
of  the  judges.  It  was  Jefpefting 
the  horfes  employed  on  a  con  trad 
with  the  Hon.  Board  of  Ordnance 
for  the  fervice  of  the  Royal  Ar- 
tillery, whether  from  the  llipulat- 
cd  condition  of  that  contfaft, 
which,  is  that  the  horfes,  conduc- 
tors, and  drivers  fo  employed, 
while  in  aftual  fervice,  Ihall  be 
received  by  the  inn- keepers  by 
billet  upon  their  march  or  duty, 
and  accommodated  with  quarters 
at  and  after  the  rate  of  dragoons 


and  their  horfes ;  the  Mutiny  Adl, 
as.it  ftands,  has  made  ample  pro- 
vifion  for  fuch  horfes,  &c.  to  be 
quartered  upon  the  public  ;  when, 
after  a  thorough  difcuflion  of  the 
contradl,  and  the  principlts  upon 
which  it  is  framed,  the  judges 
were  pleafed  to  declare,  that  the 
horfes,  &c.  while  employed  upon 
the  public  fervice,  are  lubjcd  to 
the  regulations  and  accommoda- 
tions in  general  with  the  army, 
and  comprehcndtd  in  the  7?th  ar- 
ticle of  the  Mutiny  Bill,  and  18th 
fertioft  of  the  Articles  of  \car. 

A  mefTage  was  fent  from  «  , 
his  majefty  to  each  of  the  12 
judges,  ofFciing  them  the  protec- 
tion of  the  military ;  to  which 
judge  Gould  returned  the  following 
anfwer :  '*  That  he  had  grown  old 
under  the  protection  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  laws ;  that  he  was  perfnaded, 
however  fome  perfons  might  be 
mifled,  the  people  ^in  general 
loved  and  rcfpeAed  the  laws  ; 
and  fo  great  was  his  own  attach - 
ment  to  them,  that  he  would  ra- 
ther die  under  thofc,  than  live 
under  the  piotefiion  of  anv  other 
laws." 

The  Earl  of  Surry  and         , 
Sir  Thomas  Gafcoigne  read      ^ 
their  recantation   from  the  error:; 
of  the   Church  of  Rome,  btfoic 
the    Archbiftiop    of    Canterbury, 
iall  Sunday,  and  leceivcd  the  fa- 
crament  ;     and    have    taken    thi>- 
oaths  before  Mr.  Baron  Hothani. 
His  lord  (hip  is  candidate  for  Car- 
lifle,  aftd  Sir  Thomas  for  Bever- 
ley, in  Yorkfliire. 

This  day  judgment  was  , 

moved  for  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  againft  the  perfofi 
concerned  in  obftrufting  the  work- 
men employed  by  the  city  of 
London  in  making  a  hcrfe  towisiji 
path  at  Richmond.     Some  objec- 
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tions  were  made  in  point  of  law  to 
the  indidment,  and  over-ruled  by 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
court,  yvhich  fet  the  right  of  tlie 
corporatioa  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river  in  the  cleareft 
light ;  for  the  court  faid,  that  the 
pity  was  authorifed  by  ad  of  par- 
liament to  complete  the  naviga- 
tion by  all  w^ys  and  means  in 
their  difcretion  ;  but  as  the  city 
of  London  meant  merely  to  efla- 
blifh  their  right,  and  not  to  iniifl 
on  excn^plary  punifhraent,  a  nomi- 
nal fine  only  was  inflided  of  6s  8d, 
t  Dr,  John   Parfons  was, 

.'3  •  in  full  convocation,  unani- 
moufly  eleded  Clinical  ProfefTor 
to  the  RadclifFe  Infirmary  at  Ox- 
ford. At  the  fame  time,  was 
read  a  letter  from  Sir  Roger  New- 
digate,  dated  the  firft  inftant,  fig- 
nifying  hjs  intention  of  declining 
to  be  the  reprefentative  of  that 
learned  body,  aj  »the  end  of  the 
prefent  parliament. 

The  Clinical  ProfcfTorfhip  in 
that  Univerfity,  was  founded  by 
the  late  Chancellor,  the  Earl  of 
Litchfield,  for  which  purpofe  that 
nobleman  devifcd  his  houfe  and 
furniture  in  Hill-ftreet,  Berkelcy- 
fquarc,  to  be  difpofed  of  after  the 
death  of  the  late  Countefs  Dow- 
ager of  Litchfield ;  the  fame  was 
lately  fold,  and  produced  4256I. 
Ss.  2d.  clear  of  all  dedudion?  ;- 
this  fum,  veiled  in  the  three  per 
cent,  confol.  purchafed  7079I.  8s. 
4d.  ftock,  the  intercft  whereof 
amounts  annually  to  21 2I.  iqs. 
t  This    day    their    Royal 

^  '  Highncflcs  the  Dukes  of 
Cloucefter  and  Cumberland  went 
to  court^  for  the  firft  time  fincp 
their  rcfpedive  marriages. 

This  day  the  foreign  miniflcrs, 
re/idcnt  ^t  the  pourt  of  London, 


had  private  audiences  refpedively 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  in  confcquence 
of  his  late  reconciliation  at  courts 
At  the  fame  timt^  inoft  of  the  no- 
bility and  perfons  of  diftindion  in 
town  attended  to  pay  their  com- 
pliments on  this  occaiion. 

Came  on  in  the  Court  of  , 

King's  Bench,  Weftmin-  *^^' 
fter,  before  Mr.  Jullipe  BislleF 
and  a  Special  Jury,  the  trial  be- 
tween the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Bate,  as  editor  of  a 
morning  paper,  on  an  informatioa 
filed  againfl  the  latter,  for  being 
acceflary  to  the  publication  of 
certain  queries  addrefiTed  to  his 
grace  in  that  paper  of  the  25  th  of 
Feb.  laft.  The  evidence  adduced 
in  favour  of  the  profecution  were 
the  printer  of  the  faid  paper  (who 
was  firft  profecuted  for  the  faid 
oftencc)  and  the  •  publifhcr  of  it. 
The  former  fwore  that  the  author 
of  the  queries  was  a  perfon  of  Ply- 
mouth, whofe  hand -writing  he 
well  knew ;  but  that  he  verily  be- 
lieved he  received  the  fame  through 
the  hands  of  the  editor.  The 
publiftier  fpoke  dnly  to  his  re- 
ceiving that  letter  by  the  poft, 
from  his  friend  at  Plymouth,  and 
finding  it  was  for  the  faid  morn- 
ing paper,  he  laid  it  upon  the 
defk,  but  never  faw  it  afterwards. 
The  judge  having  fummed  up  the 
evidence,  and  left  it  with  the  jury 
to  determine  what  weight  the 
printer's  evidence  ought  to  have 
with  them,  circumftanccd  as  he 
was,  they  withdrew  for  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  when  return- 
ing into  court,  they  found  a  ver- 
did  againft  the  defendant. 

On  Thurfday  the  city  re-      ^  , 
mcmbrancer  waited  on  Mr.  • 

Juftice   Gould   at  Ids    houfe    in 

Lincoln- 
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Lincoln's  -  inq  -  fields,  with  the 
thanks  of  the  common  council, 
when  we  hear  the  learned  Judge 
declined  accepting  the  freedom, 
which  was  voted  him  in  a  gold 
box. 
20th  '    ^"    Saturday    a    c^iofe 

^  '  was  tried  in  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  in  London,  be- 
fore Lord  Loughborough,  and  a 
fpccial  jury  of  merchants,  in 
which  Samuel  Lloyd,  an  eminent 
tea-dealer  was  plaintiff,  and 
Thomas .  Cooper,  a  furveyor-ge- 
Beral  of  the  excifcj  defendant. 
The  a£Uon  was  for  fcandalous  and 
defamatory  words  fpoken  by  the 
defendant  of  the  plaintiff,  by 
means  of  which  the  plaintiff  was 
injured  in  his  charader  and  credit, 
and  many  perfons  who  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  dealing  with  him, 
refufed  to  do  fo  any  longer,  The 
cafe  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff 
was  moil  clearly  eftahlifhed,  and 
the  learned  judge,  'in  his  charge 
to  the  jury,  was  very  pointedly 
fevere  on  the  defendant,  whofe 
offence,  he  faid,  was  mqch  ag- 
gravated by  his  iituation  as  a  re- 
venae  officer,  having  in  that  ca- 
pacity a  greater  opportunity  of 
prejudicing  the  reputations  of 
thofe  tradefmen  with  whofe  affairs 
his  office  made  him  more  parti- 
cularly acquainted.  His  lordHiip 
farther  added,  that  independent 
of  the  damages  to  be  given  by  the 
jury  to  ijje  plain tii^,  the  com- 
miffioners  of  excife  ought  to  be 
informed  of  the  defendant's  con- 
duct, with  a  view  of  pafling  their 
cenfure  upon  it  likewife. 

The  jury,  without  hefitation, 
gave  a  verdicl  for  the  plaintiff, 
with  500I.  daniages,  and  cofte  of 
fuir. 

Oxford,  June  i .  T^i^  afternooo 


we  had  moft  tremendous  and  Re- 
peated claps  of  thunder,  accom* 
panied  with  vivid  flalhes  of  light-  | 
oing ;  and  about  Ax  in  the  even* 
ing  a  ball  of  fire  ftruck  the  outfidc 
of  the  chimney  of  Mr.  Meredith, 
cutler,  of  St,  Clement's,  in  the 
fuburbs  of  this  city,  where  having 
forced  through  the  wall,  it  en- 
tered into  the  upper  room,ihivered 
the  partition  of  the  iiair-cafe, 
broke  ■  the  maid's  box,  and  did 
other  damages ;  from  thence  de- 
fcending  to  the  one-pair-of-f^airs, 
in  a  room  where  Mrs.  Meredith 
fat  at  work,  it  totally  deftrdyed 
the  chimney^rpiece  ;  and  the  glaft 
over  it  was  reduced  to  powder* 
and  fcattered  about  the  room  like 
fand ;  feveral  glazed  prints  were 
likewife  broke  and  difperfed  abont 
the  room;  a  mahogany  chcft  of 
drawers  was  penetrated  as  if  it  had 
been  fired  at  with  fmall  fhot;  it 
alfo  forced  the  cafement  of  the 
window  confiderably  outward. 
From  hence  pafling  down  to  the 
kitchen,  upon  the  ground  floor 
where  the  maid  fervant  was  pre- 
paring for  tea,  fhe  was  ilruck  to 
the  ground,  and  received  feveral 
fcratchcs  upon  the  fide  of  her  face; 
whilil  a  little  girl  in  the  fame 
room  providentially  received  no 
hurt ;  though  a  wooden  frame 
round  the  fire  -  place  was  torn 
away,  the  china  broke,  the  fpits, 
candle/licks,  flat-irons,  ^c,  fcatr 
teired  about,  and  a  copper  coffee- 
pot, a  fkimmer,  a  bell -metal  mor- 
tar, and  divers  other  things,  were 
partially  melted.  From  henee, 
the  door  of  this  room,  a^  well  as 
that  of  the  fhop,  being  open,  it 
paffed  into  the  flreet  without  meet? 
mg  with  any  other  obflrudions; 
and  its  further  progrefs  could  not 
be  afcert^ined. 
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Certain  advice  is  received  from 
Macao,  a  fettlement  of  the  Por-> 
Utguefe  in  the  river  Canton,  of 
the  arrival  of  the  Refolution  and 
Pifcovery  in  great  diilrefs,  and  in 
want  of  provifions.  Upon  the 
death  of  capt.  Cook,  capt.  Clerke 
facceeded  to  the  command  of  the 
tvro  ihips,  and  lieut.  Gore  to  be 
captain  of  the  Discovery  ;  but  on 
the  death  of  capt.  Clerke,  lieut. 
King  facceeded  to  his  place. 

Rev.  Mr.  J.  H  Wafer,  for- 
merly  minifter  of  the  church  of 
Zurich  in  Switzerland,  was  be- 
keatied  for  having  ordered  ibme 
treaibnable  pieces  to  be  infvrted 
in  the  political  correfpondence  of 
M.  ScholfFer  of  Gottingen,  and 
*  for  having  withheld  a  document 
of  the  15th  century,  belonging  to 
the  public  archives,  after  being 
demanded  by  the  town  fecretary. 

Died,  At  Tynmouth,  Cum- 
berland, D.  Bennet,  aged  107. 

At  Green -ftrcct,  Berks,  Mr. 
Jo£ah  Mnrril,  a  lieutenant  in 
^uren  Ann's  wars,  aged  100, 
within  two  days.  , 

At  Morton,  Mr.  John  Mullet, 
aged  103. 
ju^   Thomas  Hutchinfon,  Efq;  for- 
merly governor  of  MafTachufett's 
Bay. 


JULY. 

J         By  virtue  of  a  commif-. 

2  '  fion  from  his  majerty,  the 
|t>yal  a/Tent  was  given  to  the  fol- 
lowing bills,  ^c. 

The  bill  for  vcfting  in  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  their  territoiial 
acqaifitioas  in  India.  The  bill 
to  prevent  the  carrying  copper  in 
flieets,  coaftways,  Uq,     The  poll- 


horfe  a6l  amendment  bill.  The 
flarch  duty  bill.  The  Hnking- 
fund  b'ill.  The  bill  to  extend 
and  encourage  the  Greenland  iifh- 
ery.  The  bill  for  granting  to 
his  majeAy  one  million  on  a  vote 
of  credit.  The  bill  relative  to  the 
drawbaclj  on  the  duty  on  cofFee. 
The  bill  for  appointing  commif- 
fioners  to  infped  the  public  ac- 
counts. The  bill  for  granting  a 
reward  to  perfons  difcovering  the 
Ipngitude.  And  fevcral  inclofure 
and  private  bills. 

Was  tried  before  the  , 
Right  Honourable  Earl  +^^- 
Mansfield  ^nd  a  fpecial  jury,  a 
caufe  wherein  Mr.  Schreiber,  a 
merchant,  was  plaintiff,  and  Mrs. 
Frazer,  widow  of  the  late  Gen. 
Frazer,  who  died  at  Saratoga, 
defendant.  Theaftion  was  brought 
for  damages  on  a  breach  of  pro* 
mife  of  marriage. — Mr.  Dunning 
opened  for  the  plaintiff,  and 
brooght  witnelTes  to  pi-ove  the 
promifes.  The  UrSk  and  prin- 
cipal was  the  plaintiff's  fon  ;  who 
depofed,  that  the  lady  had  ac- 
knowledged to  him  her  having 
con  fen  ted  to  marry  his  father.  A 
man  fervant  depofefl,  that  his 
miltrefs  had  engaged  him  to  go 
abroad  with  her  to  Germany,  in 
cafe  of  the  marriage  taking  place, 
Mr.  Chriftie  was  brought  to  prove 
that  the  plaintiff  bought  a  houfe 
in  PorltJand-fquare,  or  Portland- 
place,  at  the  price  of  4100I.  and 
on  account  of  the  marriage  not 
taking  place,  had  fold  it  again 
for  3600I.  — A  horfe-dealer  proved 
he  had  bought  four  hories,  at 
thirty- five  guineas  each,  and  fold 
them  again  all  four  at  feventy- 
four  guineas.  A  coach -maker 
proved  he  had  bought  two  car- 
riages for  200I.  A  taylor  proved 
making- 
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making  a  fuit  of  livery » on  account 
of  the  prom i fed  marriage. 

Mr.  Solicitor- General  pleaded, 
that  his  client  had  no  objcclion  to 
the  perfon,  charaiier,  or  fortune 
of  the  plaintiff,  who  is  certainly 
a  very  refpeiiable  wealthy  mer- 
chant, and  in  every  refpeA  a 
very  advantageous  match  for  her  ; 
that  in  the  courfe  of  the  treaty, 
Ihe  began  to  think  Mr.  Schreiber's 
Kmper  and  her's,  perhaps  none 
of  the  bell,  might  not  agree  ;  in 
that  cafe,  the  match  would  render 
both  parties  extremely  unhappy, 
for  which  rcafon  /he  thought  bell 
to  retrad,  though  evidently  to 
her  own  lofs  and  difad vantage, 
his  fortune  being  far  fuperior  to 
her's.  Her  late  hulband  had  aifo 
in  a  dream  cautioned  her  againft 
this  new  engagement. — He  fur- 
ther obfervcd,  that  no  attempt 
had  been  made  to  prove  his  client 
a  woman  of  fortune ;  therefore  it 
was  much  below  the  plaintiff*  to 
want  to  take  from  her  fmall  pit- 
tance, and  add  to  his  own  great 
abundance.  Here  he  was  flopped 
by  Mr.  Dunning,  who  adduced 
proof  that  the  lady's  fortune  here, 
in  the  Eall-Indies,  and  America, 
amounted  to  24,000!.  or  upwards. 

Mr.  Solicitor.  General  replied, 
that  the  fortune  in  England  might 
be  afcertained,  but  that  abroad 
could  not ;  but  with  regard  to 
fortune,  his  client  had  fufl'^red 
moJt  by  breaking  off  the  match, 
for  flie  was  to  have  her  own  fortune 
a:  her  own  difpofal,  300I.  a  year 
pin-money,  io,oool.  fettled  upon 
her,  and  the  houfe  at  Forty-HiJl, 
£n&eld,  or  at  her  option  5000I. 
inftead  of  it,  in  all  15,0001.  in 
cafe  of  her  furvival. 

Lord  M^flsfield^  ia  fumming  up 


the  evidence,  obferved,  that  the 
prdmife  of  marriage  was  proved  { 
that  certainly  each  party  engaged 
to  marry  has  a  right  to  retrad  at 
any  time  previous  to  the  cerem- 
mony,  and  even  before  the  prieft, 
if  they  apprehended  unhappinefs, 
to  be  the  event ;  but  it  was  under 
this  circumftance,  thaf  the  party 
retracing,  if  able,  (hould  make 
good  the  damages  fudained  by  the 
other,  through  the  treaty: — the 
plaintiiff  had  proved  4bme  da- 
mages— it  was  for  the  jury  to 
aiTefs  the  q^uantum. 

The  jury,  after  a  confultation 
of  a  few  minutes,  gave  a  verdidt 
of  600].  damages,  with  cofts. 


A     court    cff    comrpon 


8th* 


council  was  held  at  G  uild- 
hall,  when  a  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Parilh,  and  feconded  by 
Mr.  Povvell^  that  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefly, 
exprefiing  the  grateful  thanks  of 
this  court  for  his  majefty's  care* 
and  axtention  to  the  citiz^ens  of 
London,  in  granting  them  fuch 
aid  as  became  neceifary  to  fui)due 
the  late  dangerous  riots,  they, 
being  too  formidable  for  the  con- 
troul  of  the  civil  authority ;  which 
'occaiioned  very  long  and  great 
debates.  The  principal  fpeaker5 
were,  the  aldermen  T-ownfcnd, 
Wilkes,  Newnhara,  and  Wool- 
dridge;  Mr.  deputy  Lcejcy,  Mr.. 
Dornford,  Mr.  Hurford,  Mr. 
Merry,  Mr.  Thorpe,  Mr,  Sharpe, 
and  deputy  Judd.  The  previous 
queftion.  was  put,  whether  the 
above  queftion  ihould  be  put, 
which  was  carried  in  the  negative; 
but  it  appeared  upon  a  divifion, 
that  four  aldermen  and  61  com-, 
moners  were  for  putting  the  quef- 
tion, and  four  ajdermen  and  56 
commonersy 
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eoininoner»  againft  it;  therefore 
the  queftion  to  addrefs  was  put> 
and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

A  few  days  ago  the  long  de- 
pending caufe  of  Mifs  Butterfield 
was  finally  determined  in  D odor's 
Commons,  when  the  will  made  by 
the  late  William  Scawen,  £fq; 
while  he  was  at  Mr.  Sanxay's, 
was  eilablifhed;  and  all  former 
wills  in  her  favour  were  fet  afidc. 
ThtsdeciAon  was  founded  in  thefe 
principles:  that  when  the  de- 
ceafed  made  the  will  in  queition^ 
Ite  was  in  his  perfed  fenfcs,  and 
Bad  time  enough  to  deliberate  on 
the  merits  of  Mifs  Butterfield 
before  his  death,  or  even  before 
he  annexed  the  codicil,  by  which 
lie  cancelled  all  his  former  wills  ; 
and  that  the  laH  will  was  properly 
^ned  and  attefted.  The  judge, 
before  he  pronounced  this  decree, 
fiat^d  the  evidence  with  great  per- 
^cnity  and  candour,  and  bellow- 
ed many  encomiums  on  the  cha- 
rader  and  con  dud  of  Mifs  Butter- 
leld,  but  obferved,  that  it  was 
not  his  bufinefs  to  fay  what  Mr, 
Scawen  ought  to  have  done,  but 
what  he  adually  did,  and  what 
,  the  law  requires  when  a  will  is 
executed  in  proper  form. 

,  His  majefty's  free  pardon 
'^  •  hath  been  granted  to  James 
Porfe,  a  convid  of  May  feffion, 
under  fentence  of  death  ;  he  was 
difeharged  by  the  perfons  who 
broke  open  and  demolifhed  New- 
gate, but  furrendered  himfelf 
^gain  into  the  ciidody  of  Mr. 
^kerman. 

There  were  eighty- five  perfons 
tried  for  riots  at  the  Old-Bailey, 
of  whom  thirty-five  were  capitally 
fODvided,  fcven  convided  of  fin- 
glc  felony,  »and  forty-three  ac- 
^Ditte4r-*At  the  commii)ioi^  s^t 


i8th. 


St.  Margaret's- Hill,  fifty  were 
tried  for  riots,  of  whom  twenty- 
four  were  capitally  convided,  and 
twenty-fix  acquittejd.  So  that  on 
the  whole  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  have  been  tried,  and  fifty- 
nine  of  them  convided. 

A  court  of  aldermen  was 
held  at  Guildhall,  when  21 
aldermen  wel-eprcfent.  The  court 
refolved,  that  as  the  executions 
have  pafled  with  perfed.  peace  and 
quiet,  and  there  being  no  ap- 
pearance of  any  riots  within  this 
city,  no  further  allowance  be 
made  to  the  troops  by  this  city 
after  Saturday  next.  One  very 
forcible  reafon  offered  to  prove 
the  ncceffity  of  a  compliance  with 
this  motion,  was,  that  the  average 
expence  of  maintaining  the  fol- 
diers,  and  providing  a  table  for 
the  oflicers,  is  lool.  a  day;  and 
that  the  bills  already  drawn  on 
the  chamber,  exceed  4000I. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  corporation 
of  York  at  the  Guildhall  of  that 
city,  a  motion  was  made  to  ad- 
drefs his  majefl-y'on  the  taking  of 
Charles  -  Town,  and  the  fup- 
preffion  of  the  late  riots,  which 
was  carried,  and  an  addrefs  drawn 
up ;  but  on  hearing  the  fame 
read,  it  was,  on  a  divifion,  dis- 
approved, 28  to  19. 

Some  few  weeks  ago,  ^hc  poft- 
boy  bringing  the  mail  from  Ste- 
venage to  Welwyn  in  Hertford- 
fliire,  was  robbed  by  a  man  on 
foot,  who  at  firft  was  thought  to 
be  a  farmer  in  that  neighbour* 
hood,  whofe  cafe  was  fomewhat 
Angular.  Soon  after  the  robbery 
was  comnjitted,  not  being  con- 
verfant  in  bank-notes,  he  had 
joined  the  half  of  one  note  of  loK 
tp  the  Jialf  of  another  of  20I.  and 
{i4d  paid  the  fame  to  a  tradefman 
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in  Hertford.  This  being  brought 
to  the  bank  for  payment,  caufed 
a  fufpicion,  and,  on  enquiry,  the 
fad  was  eafily  traced  to  the  far- 
mer, who,  being  under  no  fear 
of  danger,  was  taken  out  of  his 
bed  without  refinance,  and  carried 
to  Hertford  gaol  for  trial. 
^  ,  At    Oxford     affizes,     a 

caufe  was  tried  between 
the  city  and  univeriity;  the  quef- 
tion  was.  Whether  a  tradefman, 
living  in  the  city,  but  matricu- 
lated by  the  univerfity,  was  liable 
to  ferve  the  office  of  con  liable? 
which  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative  ;  but  the  univerfity,  it 
is  faid,  intend  to  carry  the  final 
deciiion  into  Weftminfter-:Hali. 
,  It  was  decided  by  Lord 
'  '  Chief  Baron  Skynner,  at 
Bedford,  that  evidence  which  de- 
clares the  aflertions  of  a  perfon 
fince  dead,  cannot  be  admitted  in 
point  of  law,  notwithflanding  that 
perfon  did  not  die  till  a  year  and 
a  half  after  the  tranfaftion,  and 
the  aftion  at  law  would  not  have 
been  brought,  had  that  witne fs 
been  alive. 

Died,    At  Leeds,    York/hire, 
Mr.  Wheatley,  clothier,  aged  io6. 
AtDitchley,  Suflex,  Mr.  Ifaac 
Sherman,  aged  97. 

In  the  county  of  Louth,  Ireland, 
Mr.  Gernon,  aged  125. 

In  South  Wales,  Mr.  D.  War- 
fam,  aged  109. 

At  Frampton,  Hants.  Mr.  Rob. 
Pring,  aged  103. 

Thomas  Ellis,  ihoemaker,  aged 
104.        ■ 

At  Burton,  Hants.  John  Ben- 
net,  eftj.  near  100  years  old.  He 
was  page  to  queen  Anne,  at  the 
beginning  of  her  reign . 

Samuel  Mufgrave,M.D.F.R.S. 
aud  formerly  of  Corpus  ChrilU 


College,  Otou,  well  known  to  the 
public  by  his  examination  ^fbre 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  relative 
to  the  peace  of  1762  ;  and  to  the 
learned,  by  his  notes  and  col- 
ledlions  on  Euripides,  which  the 
univerfity  purchafed,  it  is  faid, 
for  200I.  and  have  inferted  in  the 
fplcndid  edition  of  that  poet,  in 
four  vols.  4**,  1778.  He  alia 
publifhed  many  medical  tracts. 

AUGUST. 

Abraham  Darnford  and  , 
William  Newton  were  ex-  ^ 
amined  before  the  fitting  alder- 
man at  Guildhall,  being  charged 
by  William  Warts,  clerk  to  Mclirs. 
Smith,  Wright  and  Gray,  bankers, 
with  robbing  and  attempting  to 
myrdcr  him.  It  appeared  on  their 
examination,  that  one  of  the  men 
had  lodged  an  accepted  bill  at  the 
banking  -  houfe,  to  be  received 
when  due,  and  the  money  to  be 
remitted  into  the  country,  accord* 
ing  to  dire£lion.  As  this  pre- 
'  tended  bill  was  dire^led  to  an 
empty  houfe,  and  had  feveral 
days  to  run,  the  villains  in  the 
mean  time  applied  to  the  perfons 
who  had  the  letting  of  the  houfe, 
to  take  it,  had  taken  it,  and  got 
the  key,  under  pretence  of  getting 
the  houfe  cleaned.  The  landlord 
being  made  acquainted  with  the 
hafte  his  new  tenants  were  in  to 
take  poflelTion,  and  not  very  well 
liking  their  defcription,  defired 
the  miftrefs  of  the  public-houfe, 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  way, 
to  have  an  eye  to  their  proceed- 
ings. Accordingly,  on  "the  day 
when  the  bill  became  due,  ihc 
obferved  two  men  enter  the  houfe, 
and  open  the  parlour  wiadows, 
and  prftfcntly  aiter^  a  third  man 
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came  and  knocked  at  the  door, 
was  let  in,  and  the  door  (hut. 
Attending  to  fee  the  event,  (he 
thought  ihe  heard  an  uncommon 
noife,  and  ftepping  over  the  way, 
and  liftening,  was  ftruck  with  the 
found  of  murder,  pronounced  in  a 

^hoarfe  faint  voice,  fucceeded  by  a 
kind  of  groaning,  which  very 
much  alarmed  her;  and  looking 
through  the  key-hole,  (he  fawtwo 
lUen  dragging  the  third  down  thp 
cellar  flairs,  on  which  ihe  cried 
out  violently  tbcyrre  murdering  a 
many  knocked  hard  at  the  door, 
and  begged  the  people  in  the  ftreet 
to  break  it  open  ;  but  none  would 
interfere.  Being  enraged  at  their 
brutality,  flie  burft  open  the  win- 
dow herfelf,  and  was  entering, 
when  one  of  the  villains  opened 
the  door,  and  was  running  oJP; 

'  but  on  the  cry  of  *'  Stop  thief," 
he  was  inftantiy  taken,  and  the 
other  (he  feized  by  the  throat  her- 
felf, and  dragged  him  to  her  own 
koufe,  by  which  this  horrid  con- 
trivance was  brought  to  light. 
They  had  robbed  the  poor  man  of 
his  pocket-book,  and  had  nearly 
throttled  him  to  Hop  his  noife, 
till  they  had  got  him  into  the 
back  cellar,  where  they  certainly 
defigned  to  have  murdered  him, 
had  not  the  woman  by  her  forti- 
tude providentially  interpofed  to 
ia^t  his  life. 
g  ,  The  clerk  to  the  bank- 

*■  *  ing-lv>nfe  in  Lorobard- 
firect  was  again  examined  before 
the  lord  mayor,  with  regard  to 
ihe  attempt  of  a  robbery,  and  the 
manner  of  his  treatment  whilft  in 
the  houfe  iii  Water-lane,  Black- 
friars  ;  but  he  refufed  to  take  an 
oath,  being  a  quaker.  The  lord 
mayor  ufed  many  arguments   to 


induce  him  to  do  it,  but  in  vain^ 
whereupon  his  lordfhip  bound  him 
over  to  profecute  Darnford  and 
Newton  at  the  next  feffion  at  the 
Old-Bailey.  If  the  evidence  of 
Mrs.  BoQchier  and  her  ailiftantd 
do  not  bring  the  fad  home  to 
them,  it  is  feared  the  two  ofiendcr's 
will  efcape. 

At  the  a(nzes  for  the  county  of 
Lincoln  was  tried  a  caufe  between 
the  hon.  John  Manners  and  al- 
derman Sanfer,  for  pulling  down 
the  market -crofs  at  Grantham, 
and  converting  the  fame  to  his 
own  afe.  It  appeared  that  this 
crofs  had  ftood  beyond  memory, 
and  was  claimed  as  part  of  the 
manor  of  Grantham  by  the  plafn- 
ti(F,  The  defendant  fet  up  his 
fight  to  take  it  down  by  a  pre- 
tended grant  from  Charles  I.  or  II. 
which  gave  to  the  corporation  a 
market  and  three  fairs ;  but  the 
jury,  which  was  fpecial,  found  for 
the  plain ti(F,  with  40I.  damages. 

A  moft  dreadful  ftorm  , 
of  thunder  and  lightning  ^ 
killed  a  man  inaking  hay  near 
Swanfea  in  Glamorgan(h.irc,  and 
fet  (ire  to  the  hay  on  which  he 
was  found.  The  fwivel  of  his 
watch  was  melted,  and  a  round 
hole  made  in  the  outer  cafe,  which 
fixed  it  to  the  inner  cafe,  but  no 
mark  appeared  on  his  body,  and 
only  a  black  fpot  on  his  (hirt, 
near  to  the  hole  made  in  his 
watch. 

On  the  farfje  day  a  horfe  and 
18  (hccp  were  ftruck  dead  near 
Ufk,  in  Monmouthihire.  They 
had  all  got  together  under  a  pear- 
tree,  to-  avoid  the  violence  of  the 
tempeft.  Two  horfes  were  alfo 
killed  by  the  lightning  in  a  (lablc 
near  Pontvpool, 
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At  tlie  court  at  St.  James's^  th« 

1 8  th  of  Aaguft,  1780,  prefent* 

the  king's  moft  Acellent  ma- 

jefty  in  council. 

His  majeJly  in  council  was  t^is 

day   pleafed   to  order>    that   the 

parliament^    which    Hands     pro- 

rogued  to  Thurfday,  the  24th  of 

this   inflant,   AuRu^y    (hould    be 

further   prorogued  to  Thurfday, 

the  28th  day  of  September  next. 

,         About  fix  o'clock  in  the 

^    *  afternoon,  as  the  phston 

of Manners,  Eiq;  fon  of  lord 

W.  Manners,  was  ilanding  in  Ar« 
lington  -  ftreet,  St.  James's,  the 
horfes  fuddenly  took  fright,  and 
ran  into  Piccadilly  at  a  furious 
rate,  and  threw  down  ^  man  who 
had  a  child  in  his  arms.  Both  the 
man  and  child  were  greatly 
bruiied ;  but  it  unfortunately 
happened  that  the  man  had  a 
bottle  of  aqua-fbrtis  in  kis  hand  : 
the  bottk  was  brok«  in  (he  fall, 
and  great  part  of  %hc  liquid  pour- 
ing upon  the  child,  occasioned  a 
moll  ihocking  and  terrible  fccne 
of  roifery  and  dillrefs ;  nor  had 
the  man  much  better  fortune. 
The  cloaths  of  both  were  on  fire, 
their  bodies  moft  horridly  burnt, 
iu'elled,  and  their  eyes  dofed  up, 
kc.  The  cries  of  the  child  were 
truly  pitiable.  At  length  their 
cloaths  were  cut  off  (for  they  could 
not  otherwife  be  got  off),  and 
f  they  were  put  into  linen  furnifhcd 
by  the  oeigiibours,  and  carried  to 
St.  George's  Hofpital^  without 
hopes  of  their  recovery. 

,  Came  on  at  the  Guild- 
^9*'»-  hall  of  the  city  of  Brinol, 
before  jullice  Nares  and  a  fpecial 
jury,  the  trial  between  Mr.  Caton 
plaintiff,  and  a  captain  and  lieu- 
tenant in  the  imprefs  fcrvice  de- 


fendants, on  am  a6Hon  for  illegally 
impreflin^  and  imprifoning  the 
plaintiff  in  July  1779,  he  having 
at  no  time  aded  in  any  other  ca- 
pacity than  as  owner  or  mafter  of 
a  veiTcl  at  fea$  when  the  jury 
gave  a  verdid  in  his  favour  with 
50I.  damages.  The  damages  were 
laid  at  5000I. 

Lately  was  prefented  to  the  lord 
mayor  of  Yort,  by  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  a  duller  of  Sy- 
rian grapes,  the  largeil,  it  is  fup- 
pofed,  that  ever  grew  in  England. 
Its  girt  round  was  five  feet  nine 
inches,  and  its  weight  1 1  poinds 
io  ounces. 

A  (hocking  murder  was  com- 
mitted at  Milton,  near  Cl^rilU 
Church,  Hants,  by  a  gang  of 
fmugglers,.  who  went  to  the  houfe 
of  Mr.  John  BuiTey,  officer  of 
Cttftom3,  called  him  up,  and  frac- 
tured )us  ikull  in  fttch  a  maoner 
that  feven  pieces  we/e  taken  from 
it.  He  lived  in  great  agony  till 
the  27th,  when  he  expired. 

Camin-U^e^  Auguft  18.  On  Mon • 
day  laft,  Anne  Jeffrey  and  Mary 
Wells,  two  poor  women  belonging 
to  Cambridge,  who  had  been  in 
the  fields  to  glean,  were  found  by 
the  road  fi^le  in  a  kind  of  flupor^ 
by  a  gentleman  who  was  returning 
home.  On  enquiry,  it  appeared 
they  had  been  ignorantly  eating 
the  berries  of  the  deadly  night- 
(haUe.  The  gentleman  \txy  hu- 
manely brought  the  poor  women 
to  Mr,  Hoffman,  chymift,  on  the 
Peafe-hiil,  who  immediately  ap- 
plied proper  remedies,  and  both 
the  women  are  now  perfe^y  re- 
covered. 

Many  in  fiances  might  be  given 

of  the  fatal  effeds  o?  this  ^ant. 

Two  young  Engliih  gentlemen^ 

travelling 
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travelling  in  France,  and  being 
thirtty,  were  tempted  by^the  in- 
viting appearance  of  the  berry,  of 
which  they  imprudently  eat,  which 
brought  on  an  immediate' ftupor, 
and  occafioned  their  death.  Two 
iladents  in  the  botanic  garden  at 
Leyden  alfo  eat  of  the  berries  of 
the  nightfliade ;  one  of  them  died 
the  next  day,  the  other  with  great 
difficulty  was  recovered  About 
ieven  years  ago,  a  labourer  who 
was  at  work  in  Trinity-College, 
ignorantly  eat  a  plant  of  the  nignt- 
ihade  by  way  of  fallad,  but  for^ 
tunately  applied  to  Mr.  Hoffman, 
"by  whom  he  was  pured.  The 
method  of  cure,  recommended  by 
Mr.  Hoffman,  is  to  give  a  vomit 
as  foon  as  poflible,  then  to  drink 
vinegar  or  lemon  juice,  about  a 
pint  diluted  in  an  equal  quantity 
of  water,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
and  to  walk  the  patient  about  to 
prevent  fleep,  which  would  be 
fatal.  For  tne  information  of  our 
readers,  we  add  a  botanical  de- 
fcription  of  the  plant. 

Belladonna,  deadly  nightfhade, 
or  dwalc :  ftem  erect,  forked, 
branched,  three  or  four  feet  high ; 
leaves  oval,  entire,  larec,  hairy, 
foft,  pointed  ;  flowers  dead  pur- 
ple, numerous,  on  pedicles  trora 
the  alae  of  the  leaves,  finglej 
fruit,  when  ripe,  a  large  black 
glofTy  berry ;  it  grows  in  woods, 
hedges,  &c.  and  is  ripe  in  June, 
July,  and  Auguft.  The  Italians 
give  the  name  of  Belladonna  to 
this  plant,  becaufe  the  ladies  in 
Italy  make  afe  of  a  water  diftilled 
from  the  nightfhade  as  a  cofmetic ; 
and  the  miniature  painters  prepare 
from  the  fruit  a  molt  beautiful 
green  colour. 

Soon  after  the  accident  above* 
tnehtionftd,  £ve  foldiers  •belonging 


to  the  Suflfex  regiment  of  militia; 
quartered  near  Dorking,  Surr)', 
were  violently  affefted  by  eating 
of  the  berries  of  the  nightflude  ; 
but  fortunately,  after  fix  or  eight 
day's  illncfs,  were  all  recovered. 

Poland,  Jur'tfl  7.  We  have  re- 
ceived  '  affedting  accounts  from 
Auftrian  Moldavia,-  that  the  lo- 
GUlb,  which  appeared  in  au  turn  it 
laft  in  thediftrift  of  Herzarin  that 
province,  having  then  depofiied 
their  eggs,  they  now  appear  in  a 
thoufand  times  greater  nnmbei* 
than  laft  year,  and  are  t<v6  inches^ 
long  ;  they  are  divided  into  three 
formidable  armies  ;  the  firft  ex- 
tends fevcn  leagues  in  length,  and 
nine  in  breadth,  from  Herza  to 
Potufhan ;  the  fecond  extends 
from  Roman  to  the  Danube,  which 
is  about  eight  leagues ;  and  the 
third  from  Jafly  to  Beffarabia: 
they  have  deftroyed  all  the  grafs, 
fruit,  and  even  leaves  of  the  fo- 
reft  trees,  but  have  not  yet  touched 
the  vines  or  the  wheat ;  they  arc 
as  yet  too  ]roung  to  fly,  and  if^ 
when  they  rife,  the  wind  fets  to- 
wards Auftrian  Moldavia,  that 
fine  country  will  be  ruined. 

Leghorn,  Auguft  ii.  We  hear 
from  Rome,  that  they  had  a 
luftrum  (or  a  numbering  of  the 
people)  there  on  the  24th  of  June, 
when  it  appeared  there  were  in 
that  city  155,184  inhabitants  ;  of 
whom  were  36,485  houfe- keepers. 
In  this  number  were  included 
3847  monks,  2827  fecular  priefts, 
iQio  nuns,  1065  ftudehts,  1470 
afms-houfe  poor,  7  negroes,  and 
52  perfons  not  Romans.  The 
numbers  born  from  June  24, 1779, 
to  June  24,  1780,  were  ,5228,  ajid 
the  burials  7 181. 

Paris,  Auguft  M*  The  king/ 
ever  attentive  to  give  his  fubjeds 
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fre/h  proofs  of  his  love  and  equi- 
'  ty,  would  have  his  name-day, 
Auguft  25,  marked  by  an  aft  of 
benevolence  to  his  people.  In 
confequence,  his  majefty,  of  his 
own  proper  mo  don,  hasabolifhed 
on  that  day,  la  quejlion  frelimi^ 
naire,  (the  torture)  which,  ac- 
cording- to  a  barbarous  cuftom, 
preferred  fince  the  ages  of  igno- 
rance, criminals  were  put  to, '  a  . 
moment  before  their  execution. 
The  edid,  ordaining  that  abo- 
lition, will  foon  appear,  and  the 
fovercign  courts,  who  have  long 
hmented  that  cuftom,  though 
cb;:ged  to  put  it  in  execution, 
will  receive  the  new  law  with 
rapture. 

Peterjhurgy  Auguft  26.  '  This 
c\'cning,  at  about  eight  o'clock, 
this  city  was  terribly  alarmed  by  a 
dreadful  lire  breaking  oat  in  the 
^'cmp  magazine,  which  raged  with 
fach  violence,  that  it  was  not  only 
impoffible  to  flop  its  burning  down 
the  warehoufe,  but  even  its  com- 
municating to  feveral  vefTels  that 
^*ere  loaded  and  loading  with 
Hemp,  flax,  oil,  and  cordage, 
>''hich,  being  all  combuftible 
^f>xl5,  made  the  conflagration 
very  tremendous;  and  had  not 
tH:  flames  taken  another  direftion, 
the  whole  quarter  of  VVafily- 
Ofirow  muft  have  been  burnt. 
The  iire,  however,  communicated 
t")  a  magazine  which  was  furround- 
fd  with  water,  and  contained  great 
pvt  of  the  laft  crop  of  tobacco 
^iiich  grew  in  the  Ukraine.  The 
f  re  burnt  three  days,  and  the  da- 
^  g«  done  by  it  is  Feckoncd  at 
I'^o  millions  of  rpubles  ;  the  num- 
•;'-  of  people  who  have  loft  their 
-ves  i-s  not  yet  known,  but  from 
\.MOHs  circumftances  it  is  not 
<^  ibted    but    it    muft    be    very 

VCL.XXJII, 


D16D,  At  Simanftoii,  Mrs* 
Suf.  Evifon,  aged  108.. 

At  Liverpool,  Mr.  W.  Ellisj 
^gc^  '3<5  y<?ars  and  6  months. 

At  his  feat  at  Aniermonie,  Joha 
Bell,  Efq;  who  in  17 15,  17 16, 
1717,  17 18,  accompanied,  a^ 
phyfician  and  furgeon,  Peter  the 
Great's  emba/Ty  to  Perlia,  and 
in  1719,  1720,  1721^  that  to 
China,  of  which  he^  publiflied  d 
particula.r  account  in  2  vols,  \XOi 
Glafgow,  1762,  finoc  reprinted 
in  2  vols.  i2mo. 

Sir  John  JefFerfon,  Knt;  aged 
96. 

At  Epping,  Mr^  Ed.  Brintoni 
aged  102. 

At  Blackwall,  Capt.  T.  Wclch^ 
aged  98. 

W.  Raymond,  Efq;  aged  96. 

At  his  houfe  in  Picdadilly,  R. 
Hutchinfon,  Efq;  aged  97. 

At  Plaillow,  Capt.  \V.  Mon^ 
tague,  aged  97. 

Rev.  Mr.  Richard  Dillon,  Iat€» 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  chapel  in, 
Moorfields,  where  he  had  resided 
for  36  years,  till  it  was  deftroyed 
by  the  mob  in  the  late  riots ;  at 
the  fame  time  his  houfe  having 
been  totally  pulled  down,  his 
books  and  houfliold  furniture 
burnt,  without  even  a  bed  being 
left  for  him  to  lie  on  ;  the  lliock 
he  received  from  fuch  barbarous 
treatment  deeply  afFcclcd  his  health 
and  fpirits,  and  is  fuppofed  to 
have  haftcned  his  death.  He  was 
a  younger  brother  of -the  ancient' 
family  of  Preudfton,  in  the  county 
of  ivleath,  in  Ireland  J  ind  his 
charaCiler  was  univerfally  refpefled 
and  efteemed  by  a  numerous  ac- 
quaintance; 

Of  convulfions  in  the  ftomach, 
occafioncd  by  eating  muflirooms 
ftcwcd  in  a  beli-metal  faucepan, 
Ch.  Maitland,  Efu;  of  Ravnham. 
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SEPTEMBER. 

A  A  proclamation  was  iflued 
by  the  king  in  council,  for 
diflolving  the  prefent  parliament, 
and  declaring  the  calling  of  ano- 
ther ;  the  w^its  for  which  to  bear 
date  on  Suurday  the  2d  day  of 
this  indent  September,  and  to  be 
returnable-on  Tuefday  the  31ft  day 
of  Odobcr  following. 

,  This    day    there    was    a 

'  '  numerous  meeting,  in  the 
portico  of  Covent  Garden  ch'urch, 
in  o:der  to  eleft  two  proper  pcr- 
fons  to  reprefent  the  ciiy  of  Weft- 
minfler  in  the  enfuing  p/irliament, 
when  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Lin- 
coln, Sir  George  firydgcs  Rodney, 
bart.  and  the  Hon.  Charles  Fox, 
were  put  in  nomination  as  candi- 
dates. The  majority  of  hands  be- 
ing declared  in  favour  of  Lord 
Lincoln"  and  Sir  George  Rodney, 
a  poll  was  demanded  for  Mr.  Fox. 
g  1  A  court  of  huttings   was 

**'*•  held  at  Guildhall,  for  the 
cle£lion  of  four  members  to  repre- 
fent this  city  in  the  enfuing  parlia- 
ment. 

Upon  the  feparate  fliew  of  hands, 
ihe  iheriiFs  declared  the  elcdion 
to  have  fallen  upon  Aldermen 
Hay  ley.  Bull,  Sawbridge,  and 
Newnham. 

Mr.  Alderman  Townfend  de- 
clined any  conteft ;  but  the  friends 
of  Aldermen  Kirkman  and  Clarke 
demanded  polls,  which  commenc- 
ed at  four  o'clock. 

1         A  county  court  was  held 
"^      at  Brentford,  for  the  elec- 


tion  of  two  members  to  reprefent 
the  county  of  Middlefex  in  the  en- 
fuing parliament. 

About  eleven  o'clock  the  under 
(herifF  opened  the  bufinefs  upon  a 
temporary  huflings  built  for  that 
purpofe ;  and  after  reading  the 
writ,  and  the  a£ls  of  parliament 
rcfpefting  the  mode  of  eledlion, 
John  Wjlkes  and  George  Byng, 
Efqrs.  were  propofed  as  candidates 
by  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Taylor  ;  no 
other  perfon  being  put  in  nomina- 
tion, thefe  gentlemen  were  de- 
clared of  courfe  un^nimoufly 
eieaed. 

This  morning  about  half  pad 
four  o'clock,  a  duel  was  fought  in 
Hyde-Park  between  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Bate,  of  Surrey-flreet,  and  Mr.  R. 
a  Hudent  of  the  law,  late  of  St. 
John's  College,  Cambridge.  The 
quarrel  aroie  from  fome  circum- 
ilances  relating  to  the  conduct 
of  the  Morning*Poft»  in  which 
they  are  both  engaged.  The 
chance  of  the  firft  fire  falling  to 
Mr.  B.  he  difcharged  his  pillol, 
and  hit  Mr.  R.  in  the  fleftiy  part 
of  the  right  arm  ;  the  wound, 
however,  was  not  fufHcient  to  in- 
capacitate  him  from  returning  the 
fire^  which  he  did,  but  without 
efteft.  The  feconds  now  inter- 
pofcd,  and  the  aiFair  was  ad- 
julled. 

At  three  o'clock,  the  poll  , 

finifhed  at  Guildhall,  for  ^^^^' 
four  rcprefentatives  for  this  city, 
when  the  numbers  were;  for  Alder- 


man 


Haley 

Kirkman 

Bull 

Newnham 

Sawbridge 

Clarke 

S 


Fr.     Sat.     M. 


W.     Th.     Fr.     Tot. 


228  424  547  951  731  583  598  4062 

160  349  511  911  719  563  591  3S04 

151  294  427  698  512  478  590  3150 
137  272  437  703  577  425  485  3036 

152  ?8o  347  583  492  499  604  2957 
110  174  239  400  349  241  258  1771 

Soon 
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^  Soon  after  the  poll  clofed,  ad- 
vice was  received  from  Margate, 
that  Mr.  Alderman  Kirkman  died 
on  that  day  at  that  place. 

This  day  the  poll  finally  clofed 
for  the   borough  of  Southwark  ; 
the  numbers  flood  as  follows : 
for  Sir  Richard  Hotham     1 177 
Mr.  Polhill         -         1025 
Mr.  Thralc  -  769 

16th  '^^®  event  of  yefterday's 
bniinefs  is  that  Mr.  Kirk- 
man will  be  returned y  as  of  courfe^ 
and  there  will  be  a  new  writ  iifaed 
for  the  eledion  of  a  member  in  his 
flead,  after  the  flieetiog  of  par- 
liament. 

1  A  moft  alarming  temped 

'  *  of  thunder  and  lightning 
threw  the  inhabitants  of  Eaftbourne 
in  Kent  into  the  utmoft  cOnflerna- 
tion.  A  ftream  of  electrical  fire 
fell  upon  the  houfe  occupied  by 
Mr.  Adair,  next  to  that  in  which 
Prince  Edward  reiided ;  and  juft 
at  the  clofe  of  the  ftorm,  when  the 
fcverity  of  it  was  fo  far  fubfided  as 
to  leave  no  apprehenfions  of  dan- 
ger, two  of  Mr.  Adair's  fervants 
were  going  out  to  view  an  engage- 
ment at  lea,  when  the  coachman, 
who  was  foremoft,  was  ftruck  in- 
ftantly  dead,  and  thrown  back 
againft  the  butler,  who,  without 
being  fenfible  of  the  caufc,  fell 
likewife  to  the  ground.  Upon  re- 
covering his  forprize,  he  ran  up 
flairs  in  anfwer  to  the  bell  which 
was  rung  by  the  houfe-keepcr. 
The  butler's  report  fuggeftcd  the 
Dcceflity  of  enquiring  after  the  reft 
of  the  family.  Upon  opening  the 
dining-room  door,  Mr.  Adair  was 
found  lying  on  the  floor,  apparent- 
ly in  a  ftaie  of  infenfibility.  He 
had  foftained  a  fevcre  ftroke,  which 
affcdled  his  whole  left  fide,  and 
particularly  his  arm,  which  was  at 
iiii  fuppofed  to  have  been  broken. 


Amidft  the  hurry  and  confufionj 
the  footman's  abfence  was  not  no« 
ticed,  who  had  {hared  in  his  fel- 
low-fervant's  fate;  he  was  found 
ftretchcd  out  on  the  floor  in  the  pan- 
try, and  aftually  dead.  Mifs  Adair 
was  in  her  room  drcffing,  and, 
though  the  wood-work  of  the  bed, 
from  which  fhe  had  juft  rifen,  was 
ihivered  in  pieces,  Ihe  very  hap- 
pily did  not  fuftain  the  leaft  per- 
fonal  injury.  The  houfe,  appen- 
dages, and  furniture,  were  much 
damaged,  the  chimney  fplit,  and 
partly  thrown  down,  the  windows 
Ihattered,  looking- glaffes  broken, 
bell-wires  in  fome  of  the  rooms 
melted,  and  cornices  difplaced.  In 
the  room  where  the  footman  was 
found,  a  large  ftone,  forming  a 
part  of  the  front-wall,  was  forced 
out  of  its  place.  A  feal-ring  (on 
Mr.  Adair's  finger)  was  cracked 
round  the  fetting  of  the  ftone,  and 
the  watch  which  was  in  his  pocket 
bore  the  appearance  of  being  bat- 
tered. A  very  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftance  regarding  the  coachman 
was  this ;  though  it  was  evident, 
from  the  livid  marks  on  his  breaft, 
that  he  received  the  fatal  ftroke 
there,  the  lightning  had  perforated 
a  round  hole  in  the  lower  part  of 
his  wig  behind,  which  exhibited 
no  fignsof  bojnj^  burnt,  but  looked 
as  if  it  had  been  cut  with  a  pinking 
iron. — None  of  the  neighbouring 
houfes  received  damage.  v 

This    morning  the  lord         , 
mayor  held  a  wardmote  at  * 

Guildhall  for  the  eleftion  of  an  al*  ' 
derman  for  the  ward  of  Cheap, 
in  the  room  of  John  Kirkman,  Efqi 
deceafed,  when  William  Creigh- 
ton,  Efq;  a  Weft-India  merchant, 
was  chofcn  without  oppofition. 

The  fame  day  the  trials  « 

ended  at  the  fcllions  houfe 
in  the  Old-Bailey,  v;hen  fevcnteen 

[P]  a  prifoneri 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


2i8]      ANNUAL  REGISTER,   1780. 


prtfoners  were  tried  ;  three  of 
whom  were  convicted  of  felony, 
two  of  riotSy  and  twelve  were  ac- 
quitted ;  14  capital  convi£ls  re- 
ceived judgment  of  death. 

1  At  the  clofe  of  the  poll 

this  day  for  the  city  and  li- 
berty of  Weftminfter,  the  numbers 
were  as  follow : 

For  Sir  G.  Bridges  Rodney  5298 
Hon.  Charles  Fox  4878 
Lord  Lincoln  4157 


23d. 


Lord  Lincoln  having  lall 
night  given  up  the  conteft 
for  Weftminfter,  by  declining  the 
poll,  this  day  the  high  bains'  re- 
turned Sir  George  Rodney,  and 
the  Hon.  Charles  Fox,  duly  elec- 
ted. Lord  Lincobi  then  demanded 
a  fcrutiny,  which  is  to  begin  on 
the  10th  of  Odober.  Admiral 
Young,  as  proxy  for  Admiral 
Rodney,  and  Mr.  Fox,  were  then 
chaired,  and  carried  in  triumph 
through  different  ftreets  to  the 
Duke  of  Rutland's,  Duke  of  Port- 
land's, and  Duke  of  Dcvonftiire's  ; 
after  which  they  were  brought 
back  to  Covent  Garden  to  the 
commiuee  room,  amidi^  a  nume- 
rous crowd  of  fpedtators. 

Leipjick,  Sept*  22.  The  famous 
,  town  of  Gera,  fo  renowned  for  its 
manufadlures,  is  now  no  more.  A 
mod  violent  fire  Jbfoke  out  there 
on  the  1 8th, 'which  in  a  very  ftiort 
time  made  fuch  rapid  progrefs 
that  it  was  impof&ble  to  extinguifh 
it,  particularly  as  the  wind  blew 
very  flrong,  and  carried  the  flakes 
of  fire  froih  one  part  to  another, 
which,  as  the  houfes  are  moftly 
covered  with  wood,  cut  and  placed 
in  the  imitation  of  ilates,  foon 
made  the  conflagration  general. 
In  fliort,  one  caftlc,  an  hofpital, 
-    tnd  fome  fmall  houfes,  which  were 


out  of  th^  town,  are  all  that  are 
left  out  of  744  houfes,  of  which  that 
town  was  compofed ;  within  the 
walls  not  one-  houfe  is  (landing. 
The  lofs  in  merchandize  of  various 
forts,  corn,  manufadures,  &c.  is 
immenfe,  and  a  very  great  num- 
ber of  perfons,  of  all  ages,  are 
faid  to  be  miffing.  In  fhort,  the 
defolation  of  this  once  flourifhing 
town  of  Gera  is  fcarce  to  be  equal- 
led in  hiflory. 

On  the  2 2d  ulc.  arrived  ^t 
Stromnefs,  the  Refolutign  and  Dif- 
covery,  commanded  by  Captain 
Gore  and  Captain  King,  after  a 
voyage  of  four  years  and  four 
months  on  difcoveries.  Their  prin- 
cipal obje^  was  to  fcarch  for  a 
North  Eaft  or  North  Weft  paflagc 
from  the  fea  of  Kamflcatka  to  Eu- 
rope. This  they  have  determined 
not  to  exift,  at  lead  for  any  com- 
mercial purpofe.  It  is  faid  they 
have  difcovered  a  conflderable 
<group  of  new  iflands  in  the  South 
feas,  and  that  they  have  explored  a 
traft  of  country  on  the  wcftern  coaft 
of  America,  of  the  extent  of  up- 
wards of  20  degrees  of  latitude. 

L^ft  month  a  violent  (hock  of  an 
earthquake  was  felt  in  Flint  and 
Denbigh  rtiircs :  alfo  in  Angle  fea 
and  ac  Caernarvon,  but  not  at 
Conway ;  ftrongly  at  Llunrwll, 
acrofs  the  vale  of  Clwyd,  at  Down- 
ing and  Holiwell,  which  laft  place 
was  the  fur  the  ft  it  could  be  traced 
in  Flintftiire. 

Died,  At  Inch,  in  the  county 
of  Wexford,  Mr.  Henry  Grofvc- 
nor,  furveyor  of  the  coaft  at  Black- 
water,  aged  115  years.  He  was  of 
French  extradion,  very  fparing  in 
his  diet,  and  ufed  much  exercife; 
no  one  preferved  more  what  the 
French  call  the  youth  of  old  age, 
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being  ao  agreeable  chearfal  com- 
panion, at  the  age  of  lOO,  when 
he  married  his  la  ft  wife. 

At  Winterbome,  Hants,  Sufan 
Edmonds,  aged  104. 


2d 


OCTOBER. 

At  a  court  of  common 
council  held  at  Guildhall,  a 
motion  was.  made  that  the  cham- 
berlain do  immediately  lay  before 
ihe  court  an  account  of  all  mo- 
nies paid  out  of  the  chamber  on 
account  of  the  lord  mayor,  which 
was  Carried  in  the  afSrmative. 

The  chamberlain  withdrew,  and 
returned  with  an  account,  which 
being  read, 

A  motion  was  made  that  the 
fam  of  814I.  IS.  paid  on  account 
of  the  lord  mayor's  view  of  the 
river  and  expedition  to  Wind  for, 
ought  not  to  be  defrayed  by  the 
city,  being  totally  unnecefTary  and 
highly  extravagant.  This  brought 
on  great  debate,  which  lafted  for 
near  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  the 
previous  queftidn  was  put,  and  car- 
ried in  the  negative  ;  the  firft 
qoeftion  was  then  pat,  and  refolv- 
ed  in  the  affirmative. 

In  confequence  of  its  being 
thrown  out  in  the  courfe  of  the 
debate,  that  the  audit  dinners  in 
general  were  very  extravagant,  Mr. 
SheriiF  Sainfbury  made  a  motion 
that  in  future  the  expences  at  the 
auditing  the  city  and  Bridgehoufe 
accounts ,^  do  not  exceed  5 ol.  which 
was  nnanimoufly  agreed  to. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  queftion 
pat,  that  the  chamberlain  do  not 
pay  the  lord  mayor  more  than  the 
fum  of  SS^i.  19s.  of  the  balance 
due  to  his  lordihip  out  of  the  am- 
ple alloi^aftce  given  by  this  city. 


This  caufed  frefh  debates,  which 
lafted  for  a  coniiderable  time ;  the 
lord  mayor  declined  to  put  the 
queftion  for  fome  time,  but  hav- 
ing confented,  the  queftion  being 
put,  k'  was  refolved  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

Advice  was  this  day  received, 
that  the  Fairy  floop  of  war,  and 
the  Veftal  frigate,  being  cruifing 
on  the  Newfoundland  ftation,  they 
fell  in  with  and  took  an  American 
packet,  on  board  of  which  was 
Mr.  Laurens,  Prefidcnt  of  the 
Congrefs. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Laurens  per- 
ceived the  Englifh  armed  boat 
make  up  to  the  veffel  in  which  he 
was,  he  threw  the  box  that  con- 
tained the  letters  overboard;  but 
the  lead  that  was  annexed  to  it 
proving  infufficient  for  finking  ic 
immediately,  one  of  the  daring 
tars  belonging  to  the  Veftal  leaped 
from  the  boat,  and  kept  it  afloat 
till  the  reft  affifted  him  in  recover* 
ing  it. 

Mr.  Laurens  was  bound  to  Hol- 
land, with  a  commiffion  from  the 
Congrefs ;  and  the  purport  of  his 
bufin efs,  it  is  faid,  was  of  fuch  a 
nature  as  muft  have  produced  hofti* 
lities  between  this  country  and  the 
States,  if  this  accident  had  not 
interv<ined.  The  papers  are  of 
confequence  whkh  have  been  found 
in  the  box  above-mentioned;  they 
contain  an  explicit  detail  of  his  bu- 
finefs  with  the  States,  and  a  full 
defcription  of  his  powers  and  com- 
miffion there. 

On  Friday,  06lober  6th,  about 
twelve  o'clock,  pur fu ant  to  an  or- 
der for  that  purpofe,  Mr.  Laurens 
was  brought  in  a  hackney  coach  to 
Lord  Germainc's  Office,  accompa- 
nied only  by  Mr.  Addington.  The 
Earl   of  Hillft>orough,  Lor4  Vifl 
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count  Storraonr,  and  Lord  George- 
Germaine,  three  of  his  majefty's 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  at- 
tended by  his  majefty's  Solicitor- 
general,  being  prefent,  Mr.  Lau» 
rens  went  under  a  long  examina- 
tion»  which  lafled  till  near  fix 
o'clock,  when  a  warrant  of  com- 
mitment wa&  made  out,  tigned  by 
the  three  Secretaries  of  State,  com- 
mitting him  a  clofe  prifoner  to 
the  Tower,  Mr,  Laurens  was  con- 
/  vcyed  privately  foon  afterwards,  as 
before,  in  a  hackney-coach,  ac- 
companied by  two  military  officers, 
and  two  meflengers,  who  were  like- 
ivife  named  in  the  warrant.  They 
arrived  at  the  Tower  about  feven 
o'clock,  and  delivered  their  pri» 
foner  into  the  cuftody  of  the  go- 
vernor, 

,  In  confequence  of  ail  ad- 
^  •  drefs  to  his  majelly,  from  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  dated  the  6th 
of  July  laft,  the  claims  of  a  conii- 
derable  number  of  fufFerers  by  the 
late  rebellious  infurredions,  have 
been  laid  before  the  Board  of 
Works,  the  principal  officers  of 
which  have  made  a  report  thereof 
to  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury. 

,  A  moll  violent  whirlwind 

'^  'or  tornado  bur-ft  on  Ham- 
jnerfmich,  Roehampton,  Rich- 
mond, Kingilon,  and  the  envi- 
rons. The  Aorm  feems  to  have 
come  in  one  diredion  from  S.  to 
J^.  it  beat  open  the  S.  door  of 
.  Hammerfmith  church,  though  a 
very  ftrong  one,  and  the  chan<^ 
delier  becoming  a  conductor  to 
the  lightning,  it  paft  directly 
through  the  church,  and  beat  out 
a  very  large  Gothic  window  on 
the  north  fide,  which  was  full 
of  ilrong  workmanfhip  both  in 
iron   and  (lone ;    tore    down    the 

fronts  of  fome  houfes,  btew  dowa 


walls,  and  tore  up  large  trees  by 
the  roots ;  all  the  windows  on  th<$ 
S.  fide  of  the  church  were  brokea 
by  tiles  from  the  adjacent  houfes* 
The  time  of  its  duration  at  Ham- 
merfmith did  not  exceed  four  mi- 
nutes. At  Roehampton  a  barn 
with  fome  poor  people  in  it  was 
blown  dowp,  and  feven  out  of  ele- 
ven were  fent.-to  the  hofpical ;  a 
ftable  full  of  horfes  wa».  likcwife 
deftroyed.  The  efFcds  of  the 
lightning  on  the  ground  of  the 
fields,  and  of  the  florm  on  the 
largeft  trees,  wa$  mod  aftonifhing, 
and  fiill  continue  to  draw  a  con- 
courfe  of  fpedlators.  It  has  been 
faid,  btit  we  do  not  voqch  it,  that 
the  dorm  carried  a  large  tree  clear 
ftcrofs  the  Thames. 

The  violent  ftorm,  which  did  Co 
much  damage  in  the  neighboar- 
hood  of  London,  was  flill  more  fe- 
verely  felt  at  Cherburgh  on  the 
coaft  of  France,  where  feveral  (hips 
were  driven  out  of  the  bay;  the 
fea  rofe  to  an  alarming  height ;  at 
Vologne  the  convent  was  ftruck 
with  the  lightning ;  in  the  foreft 
of  Tour  le  Ville  the  trees  were  fee 
on  fire  by  the  flafhes,  which  were 
ittceifant  for  fome  time :  in  fhort, 
the  inhabitanta  on  that  part  of  the 
coaft  for  many  miles  were  thrown 
into  the  utmoft  confternation. 

The  council-houfe  at  Salifbary, 
a  building  ere£led  about  200  years 
ago,  and  containing  the  law  courts « 
was  burnt  down.  It  was  obferved 
on  fire  at  &vc  in  the  morning,  and 
extinguiihed  by  nine.  Happily 
the  charters,  pictures,  and  furni<* 
ture,  were  favcd. 

Mr.  Langdale,.  the  diftil-         , 
ler,  whofe  hoaies  were  dc-    •/  ^« 
ilroyed  by  the  rioters  the  begin<» 
ning  of  June  laft,  brought  his  ac-» 
tioa  againft  the  lord  nayor  by  ar<. 
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reft,  for  the  recovery  of  40,000!. 
being  a  lofs  fuftained  by  the  negli- 
gence of  the  city  magiftrates. 

f.  The  feflions  ended  at  the 
^'";  Old  Bailey,  when  the  fol- 
lowing perfons  received  fenten^ 
of  death,  viz.  Anne  tavdndar,  for 
Healing  a  metal  watch,  a  pair  of 
flone  buckles,  a  diamond  ring, 
and  fome  apparel,  the  property  of 
Mary  Adams,  ac  her  houfe  in 
Southampton-ftreet,  BIoom(bury ; 
James  Johnfon  and  Richard  Brown^ 
for  ftealing  two  geldings,  the  pro- 
>perty  of  James  Crow,  oat  of  his 
field  at  Edinford,  in  Bedfordfhire  ; 
Richard  Hapgood,  for  ftealing  a 
quantity  of  wearing  apparel,  the 
property  of  Mr.  Adams,  in  his 
houfe  in  Hatton-ftrect  i  George 
Bifliop,  a  letter-carrier  in  the  Ge- 
neral Poft-Office,  for  felonioufly 
fccretiDg  a  letter  fent  by  the  poft 
from  Burnley  in  Lancaihire,  from 
Mr.  Greenwood,  dire£led  to  MeiT. 
Hitchen  and  Wood,  in  Chandois* 
ib-eet,  containing  a  bill  of  ex- 
change to  the  value  of  30I.  and 
which  was  found  concealed  between 
two  boards  in  a  cellar,  part  of  the 
apartments  of  the  prifoner,  in  Jeru- 
falem-court;  Margaret  M'Clach- 
lan  and  Mary  Allen,  for  robbing 
William  Copping,  in  a  dwelling 
houfe,  whom  they  ftabbed  in  the 
face,  and  threatened  to  dig  out 
his  eyts  ;  and  Richard  Hill,  for 
ftealing  linen  to  the  value  of  27 1. 
in  the  dwelling  houfe  of  Mr.  Lewis, 
oppofite  the  Maniion-houfe. 

A  young  man  was  tried  at  the 
above  feflions  on  a  cliarge  of  bur- 
glary and  robbery  ;  all  the  fafts 
were  ftrongly  againft  him,  but. a 
point  of  law  favcd**  his  life ;  the 
breaking  and  entering  was  juft 
upon  the  eve  of  the  day,  and  hap- 
pened not  to  be  after  dark;  the 


recorder  therefore  obferved  to  thfe 
jury,  that  the  prifoner  was  entitled 
to  acquittal  for  the  burglary  ;  but 
he  was  found  guilty  of  the  felo- 
ny, and  the  recorder  immediately 
pronounced  fentence  of  three  years 
nard  labour  6n  the  river  Thames. 
The  judge  obferved,  that  it  was  the 
nicety  of  the  law  queftion  which 
prefervcd  him  froifi  a  capital  con- 
vidlion,  and  not  any  mitigation  of 
the  real  fad  charged ;  that  for  fo 
heinous  an  offence  it  was  necefTary 
to  make  an  example  to  deter  fuch 
daring  offenders  in  future. 

A  court  of  common-  ^ , 
council  was  held  at  Guild-  ^°^"* 
hall,  when  a  motion  was  made 
and  carried  to  defend  the  lord 
mayor  and  fherifFs  in  the  fuit  com- 
menced by  Mr.  Langdale,  after  a 
debate,  and  the  opinion  of  the  re- 
corder, which  went'  dire£lly  to 
that  end. 

A  motion  to  difcharge  an  alder- 
man with  the  cofts  of  a  contro- 
verfy  between  him  and  his  parifh, 
as  to  the  right  of  ferving  church- 
warden, was  adjourned. 

The  expences  of  courts  of  con- 
fervancy  were  limited  to  300I.  in 
every  mayoralty.  The  vacancies 
in  all  committees  were  ordered  to 
be  filled  up  at  a  fecond  court. 

A  motion  was  made,  fcconded, 
and  refolved,  that  the  court  have 
infpe6lion  of  all  bills  drawn  upon 
the  corporation,  and  that  no  mo- 
ney be  paid  out  of  the  chamber 
without  the  fpecial  diredion  of 
the  court  of  common- council. 
Some  obfervations  upon  former  ac- 
counts were  mentioned,  which  re- 
quired a  nicer  enquiry  intp  all  fu- 
ture claims,  that  the  juftice  of  them 
may  be  aiccrtained.  • 

This  day  the  new  parlia-  ^ 
ment  met;  hU  majcfty  a$     ^ 
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ufual  afcended  the  throncin  his  royal 
Tobes;  and  being  feated,  Sir  Fra. 
Molineux,  gentleman  ufher  of  the 
black  rod,  was  fent  with  a  mefTiige 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  com- 
manding their  attendance,  when 
lnh  majefty's  plcafure  was  fignificd 
to  them  by  the  lord  chancellor, 
fhat  they  ihould  return  to  their 
Houfe  and  chufe  a  fpeaker,  to  be 
prcfented  to  his  majclly  for  his 
joyal  approbation  the  next  day  at 
two  o'clock.  They  accordingly 
chofe  Charles  Wolfran  Cornwall^ 
tfq; 

This  evening  the  ceremony  of 
the  chriftening  of  the  young  prince 
was  performed  in  the  Great  Coun- 
cil-Chamber, by  his  Grace  the 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  His 
royal  highnefs  was  named  Alfred. 
The  fpornfors  were  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  hij 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  Sifliop 
of  Ofn?,burgh,  and  her  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Princefs  Royal, 
.  A  feffion  of  oyer  and  terminer 
and  gaol  delivery  of  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty  of  England, 
was  held  before  Sir  James  Marriot, 
knt.  Judge  of  the  High  Court  of 
Admiralty,  and  Mr.  Jullice Heathy 
when  James  Robin  fun  was  tried  for 
piratically  and  feloniouflv  runaing 
aw^y  with  a  merchant'  brig,  called 
the  Hermione,  in  the  Jamaica 
trade.  The  jury  acijuitted  the  pri- 
ioner. 

There  being  no  other  bills  of 
Indidtment  found  by  the  grand 
jury,  the  court  was  adjourned. 
There  were  many  other  prifoncrs 
remanded  (o  prifon  t;ll  next  (cC- 
fions. 

Pans,  Oil,  15.  M.  de  Sartipe, 
the  miniflcr  of  the  marine,  is  dif- 
mifled.  On  Friday  lad,  at  two 
p'clock,  M.  Amelot,  lyiini&er  and 


Secretary  of  State,  went  to  Kim  iq 
the  name  of  the  king,  and  de- 
manded his  fiate  papers.  It  is 
faid,  that  he  delivered  to  him  a 
letter  from  the  king,  who  thanked 
him,  in  obliging  terms,  for  his 
fervices  Wi  the  marine. 

The  fucceflfor  in  the  above  itn- 

fiortant  poll,  is  M.  de  Caillres, 
ieutenant  general,  and  the  Com- 
mandant of  the  Gendarmerie ; 
and  yefterday  morning  he  went 
to  Marly,  where  the  C9urt  is  at 
pre  fent,  and  there  took  the  oaths 
to  the  king  in  quality  of  miniller 
of  the  marine. 

Died,  At  Staunton,  Cumber- 
land, Mrs.  M.  Smith,  aged  104. 

At  Fin  tray,  Scotland,  J.  Tay- 
lor, aged  loi^. 

At  Taunton,  James  Codring- 
ton,  £fq;  aged  104, 

At  Winchcller,  Mrs.  Clark,  aged 
IC5. 

In  Bright's  Alley, -Gray Vlnn- 
lane,  Elizabeth  Swanbroo^,  aged 
HI. 

Mrs.  Bradfhaw,  formerly  of 
Drury-lane  theatre.  The  circum- 
ftancesof  her  death  are  worth  relat- 
ing. She  had  a  few  years  ago  adopt- 
ed a  young  girl  \  but  the  uncom- 
mon care  which  (he  had  taken  of 
her  education,  and  the  fatal  con- 
fequence  which  has  attended  th^ 
want  of  fucccfs  of  her  adopted, 
makes  it  now  believed  that  ihe 
was  really  Mrs.  Bradlhaw's  own 
daughter  ;  for,  upon  her  returiji 
from  France,  (he  was  engaged  tq 
dance  at  Plymouth  ;  but  whether 
from  the  length  of  the  dance,  the 
timidity  of  the  performer,  or  the 
ill" nature  or  ignorance  of  the  au- 
dience, ilie  was  hiflbd.  The  cireC^ 
this  misfortune  had  upon  Mrs, 
Bradfhaw  was  truly  tragical.  Sh^ 
fell  into  fits  inilantly,  was  convey* 
*      '  cd 
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ed  home  ravinfr  mad,  and  died  in 
a  iborc  time  after. 


ift. 


NOVEMBER. 

The  lofles  fullained-  by  va- 
rious perfons  d tiring  the  riots^ 
as  delivered  to  the  Board  of  Works, 
amounted,  previous  to  the  adver- 
tife^i.eDts  from  that  office,  to 
130,000!.  Siace  thofe  advertife- 
ments  feveral  other  articles  have 
been  given  in,  fuch  as  Newgate, 
a  prifon  in  the  Borough,  the  loll- 
houfcs  on  Black- Friars- bridge, 
kc.  So  that  on  the  pre  fen  t  lift 
the  damages  amount  to  about 
iSo.oool. 

Oxjcrdy  AVv.  2.  Laft  week  di- 
ver >  cr4deriiien  of  this  city  were 
def-aoded  of  fums  to  the  amount 
o:  upwards  of  lool.  by  a  female 
fii-rpcr  of  very  genteel  addrefs  and 
appearance,  who  had  made  Ox- 
ford her  refidence  for  about  three 
weeks  pall,  in  company  with  a 
perfon  who  fpokrf,  or  affedcd  to 
fpeak,  broken  Efiglifh,  and  whom 
fhe  called  her  hufband.  This  fraud 
was  efecled  by  negociating  falfe 
and  counterfeit  notes  on  copper- 
plate cheques.  Thofe  put  off  here 
were  filled  up  in  an  exceeding  good 
hand,  payable  to  Robert  Pearce 
or  order,  at  a  banker's  in  Lom- 
bard-ftreet,.  London  ;  the  laft  in- 
dorfer,  A.  Clifford  ;  and  it  feems 
the  lady  had  daily  pradifed  the 
art  of  going  from  Aiop  to  fhop  in 
an  affable  way,  purchaiing  trifles 
'9f)x\  ready  money,  and  telling  the 
people  die  ihould  be  a  better  cuf- 
tomer  hereafter,  being  come  to 
make  a  confiderable  ftay.  Having 
thus  made  a  flight  acquaintance, 
the  day  ftm  left  Oxford  (he  went 
fftund  and  tpol^  up  filver  and  other 


goods,  every  where  taking  change 
out  of  her  counterfeit  notes. '  The 
feveral  articles  thus  taken  up  they 
Jikewife  found  means  to  carry  otf^ 
laft  Friday  night,  aiTifted  by  2t 
third  perfon,  their  accomplice,  and 
who  went  off  with  them  privately 
after  dark  in  the  fame  p<)ft  chaife. 
Upon  breaking  open  the  door  of 
the  apartment  where  they  lodged, 
in  a  large  leather  trunk  (fuppofed 
to  contain  their  wearing  apparel, 
which  they  alfo  left  locked)  were 
found  only  a  couple  of  walkings 
fticks. 

.  In  the  Court  of  King's  , 
Bench,  the  Attorney  Gene-  '^  * 
ral  prefented  a  bill  of  indidment 
againft  George  Gordon,  Efq;  com- 
monly called  Lord  Geo.  Gordon, 
to  the  grand  jury,  which  they  very 
foon  returned,  finding  a  true  btlL 

Mr.  Dunning  obtained  a  ^ 
mandamus  from  the  court  ^  * 
of  King's  Bench  to  transfer  ftock 
at  the  bank^  which  was  refufed  by 
the  directors,  on  pretence  that  baf- 
tards  could  not  devife  by  will; 
which  was  held  nugatory. 

The  report  was  made  to  , 
his  majefty  in  council,  of  ^  ' 
the  pri loners  under  fentencc  of 
death  in  Newgate,  who  were  con- 
vidlcd  laft  September  feffions,  when 
the  following  were  ordered  for 
execution  on  Wednefday  the  2 2d 
inftant,  viz.  Samuel  Baker,  Stew- 
ard  Montague,  Thomas  Cox,  Jo- 
feph  Freeman,  Mary  Gardner, 
Jofeph  Carter,  Abraham  Dan  ford 
and  William  Newton,  Benjamin 
Kinder,  and  Thomas  Humphreys, 

The  following  were  refpited  dur- 
ing his  m  aj  e  fty's  plea  fu  re,  viz.  John 
Harris,  Grace  Maddo'cks,  George 
Duffey,  and  George  Watfon. 

This  evening  came  on  by  peti-* 
tion,  before  the  tyvelye  judges  at 

Ser- 
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Serjeant's-Inn-hally  the  cafe  of 
Mr.  Hart,  again  ft  the  benchel-s  of 
GrayVInn,  for  refuHng  to  call 
iiim  to  the  bar  on  account  of  his 
having  taken  the  benefit  of  an  A6i 
of  Infolvency ;  when,  after  hearing 
counfel,  they  were  unanimoufly  of 
opinion  that  the  petition  be  dif- 
mifTed.  All  the  judges  were  pre « 
fent  on  the  occaiion. 

1  This  morning   the    fol- 

lowing malefadors  were  car* 
lied  in  three  carts  from  Newgate 
to  Tyburn,  where  t  ey  were  all 
executed  according  to  their  fen- 
tcnce,  viz.  William  Edwards, 
Steward  Montague,  Samuel  Baker, 
Abraham  Dan  ford,  William  New- 
ton, Thomas  Cox,  Benjamin  Kin- 
der, Mary  Gardner,  and  Jofeph 
Carter,  who  was  drawn  on  a  Hedge. 
They  all  behaved  very  penitently  ; 
particularly  Danford,  who  left  the 
following  .curious  paper  in  the 
hands  of  the  ordinary. 

Ne^wgaii  Ceils,  Nov,  21,  1780. 
"  Sen^ble  of  the  injuries  I  have 
committed  again  ft  many  people 
who  have  been  defrauded  by  me, 
and  having  nothing  before  me  but 
the  profped  of  a  fpeedy  diflblution, 
and  an  ignominious  one ;  as  it  is 
'  not  in  my  power  to  make  any  refti- 
tution  to  the  feveral  perfons  who 
lave  been  injured  By  me,  but  do 
for  their  fatisfadion  declare  the 
principal  tranfa£liorft  I  have  been 
guilty  of,  or  concerned  in. 

The  method  I  chiefly  put  in 
practice  was  forging  the  poft-mark 
of  different  towns,  which  I  put  on 
a  piece  of  paper  made  up  as  a 
letter,  and  then  went  to  the  inns 
where  the  coaches  came,  and  heard 
the  parcels  called  over;  then  went 
,  to  a  public-houfc  near,  and  wrote 
the  diredlion  on  the  letter  the  fame 
M  wa9  Q9  the  parcel  I  had  fixed 


1780. 

on.  'f  he  book-keepers,  feeing  tVt 
diredlion  the  fame,  and  th«  poft- 
mark  on  it,  they  ufually  gave  me 
what  I  aflccd  for,  on  paying  their 
demand. 

The  following  are  thj  principal 
tranfa6lions  I  have  been  concerned 
in,  which  I  can  at  prefent  recoi- 
led: 

In  September  1777,  J  got  a  par- 
cel fent  from  Norwich,,dire^d  to 
Smith,  Wright,  and  Gray»  which 
contained  Lolls  to  the  amo'unt  of 
500I.  and  upwards;  one  of  them 
for  2 1 61.  55.  was  drawn  on  Mr., 
GHuften,  in  St.  Helen's,  which  I 
carried  for  acceptance,  and  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  give  me  the 
ca{h,  allowing  him  the  difcount.  I 
wrote  John  Watkins  on  the  bill, 
and  likewife  on  the  draft,  which 
Mr.  txauflen  paid  me ;  the  amount 
I  received  in  ca(h  at  the  Bank  of 
England.  Two  more  of  the  bills 
I  left  for  acceptance,  and  the  others 
I  deftroyed. 

In  July,  1778,  I  obtained  a  box 
at  the  Bull  and  Mouth  Inn  fent 
from  Birmingham  in  the  fame 
manner.  After  hearing  the  fcvc- 
ral  parcels  called  over,  I  fixed  on 
a  box  directed  to  Mr.  Ford,  Liom- 
bard-ftreet ;  I  had  a  letter  in  my 
pocket  with  the  Birmingham  poft- 
mark  on  it,  and  went  to  a  public- 
houfejuft  by  and  wrote  the  fame 
diredtion  as  on  the  box*  On  (hew- 
ing the  letter  to  the  book-keeper, 
he  immediately  gave  me  the  box, 
which  I  carried  to  Cheapfide,  took 
a  coach  home,  opened  it,  and 
found  upwards  of  lool.  in  cafh, 
and  fome  bills;  fevcral  I  nego- 
ciated,  and  the  others  I  returned 
in  a  cover  to  Birmingham,  to  the 
perfons  who  fent  them,  Meff.  Whit- 
worth  and  Yates.  Two  of  thcfe 
bills  I  negociated  at  Hazard's  for 
tickets; 
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tickets;  two  with  Mr.  Cox  for 
gold;  aod  one  with  Mr.  Crafton 
for  ftockings,  which  his  man  car- 
ried to  a  box-naker,  in  Biibops- 
gate-ftreet,  where  I  bought  a  box 
to  pack  them  io.  I  indorfed  thofe 
bills  in  the  name  of  Thomas 
Downer,  Tooley-ftreet,  and  after- 
wards conveyed  the  box  to  Mr. 
Ford't  hoofe^  and  there  left  it. 

Soon  after,  I  obtained  a  parcel 
directed  to  Sir  William  Lemon 
and  Co.  wherein  was  a  letter  and 
account,  the  writing  of  which  ap« 
peared  very  much  like  mine.  I 
copied  the  letter  with  an  addition, 
deiiring  them  to  purchafe  25  lot* 
tcry  tickets,  which  I  afterwards 
nnderilood  they  did  ;  I  deiired 
they  might  be  delivered  to  a  per- 
A)n  who  would  call  for  them;  I 
fent  a  ticket  porter  for  them,  who 
fooo  returned,  and  faid,  they  would 
»ot  deliver  them. 

Sooii  after  I  began  pradifing  the 
invention  of  xhe  poft-mark,  I  went 
to  the  Green  Dragon,  in  Bifhopi- 
gate-ftreet,  and  fixed  on  a  parcel 
from  Lynn,  dire£led,  I  think,  to 
Mcff.  Boydells,  Caftle-ftrect,  Lei- 
cefter-fiejds — I  produced  the  letter, 
and  received  the  parcel ;  on  open- 
ing it,  I  found  it  contained  only 
a  parcel  of  liverv  cloaths,  and 
a  letter;  I  found  by  the  letter 
that  MefT.  Boydells  were  in- 
debted  to  the  perfon  who  fent  the 
cloaths  abont  30I.  (I  think  his 
name  was  Curtis) — I  wrote  a  let- 
ter, inftead  of  the  other,  as  com- 
ing from  Mr.  Curiis,  telling  them 
I  bad  burnt  my  hand,  and  that  I 
could  not  write  myfelf,  but  had 
go:  a  neighbour  to  write  for  me, 
and  I  drew  a  bill  at  fight  for  25I, 
which  they  paid  to  the  porter  I 
fent  for  the  money.  I  was  afraid 
it  wpal4'  DQt  fait  M^S,  Bo/delU 


UiS 


to  pay  the  bill  at  fight;  and  to 
deceive  them  the  more,  I  defired 
them  in  the  letter  to  enquire 
about  a  ticket  in  she  State  Lottery^ 
which  I  knew  was  drawn  a  5 col, 
prize  a  few  days  before,  telling 
them  it  was  the  property  of  myfelf 
(meaning  Curtis),  and  if  it  was 
a  prize,  I  would  fend  it  to  them  to 
fell  for  me. 

Another  parcel  I  obuined  from 
the  Bell  and  Crown,  Holborn, 
direded  for  Mr.  Fox,  Cheapfide, 
containing  a  piece  of  Irifh  cloth, 
and  feveral  bills,  two  of  which  I 
negociated  i  one  of  them  wasf 
drawn  on  Smith,  Wright,  and 
Gray,  for  50I.  whidi  I  paid  Hornfbf 
and  Pearce  for  lottery  tickets ;  the 
others^  about  20I.  I  received  is 
caih.  Another  parcel  I  obtained 
from  the  King's-arms,  Snow-hill^ 
dircaed  to  Mr.  Bedford,  Friday, 
ftreet,  containing  fome  dimity,  &c«' 
which  I  fold  for  what  I  could  get. 

I  alfo  obtained  a  baiket  ft-om 
the  Spread  Eagle,  Gracechnrch- 
flreet,  direded  to  Mr.  Stock,  linen** 
draper,  containing  a  goofe,  and  a 
bill  on  Mr.  Branwaite,  which  he 
accepted,  and  I  negociated  it  at  a 
refiner's,  in  Caftle-ftreet,  near  AU 
derfgate-ftreee. 

I  was  the  fole  aQor,  and  had  no 
accomplices,  in  all  the  abovo 
frauds ;  and  I  hope  no  perfon  will 
ever  refled  on  my  poor  wife  and 
children,  or  fuppofe  they  were  iit 
any  manner  concerned  with  me< 
I  folemnly  declare  they  are  per- 
fectly innocent,  and  were  never 
acquainted  with  any  one  fraud  I 
have  committed.  I  make  thiroon- 
fefBon  voluntarily,  for  the  fatif- 
fadion  of  the  many  perfons  tha|t 
have  been  injured  by  me,  and 
prevent  fufpicion  from  being  call 
W  innpcent  jperfons^  having  fre- 
quently 
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quently  difcovered  that  was  the 
confequence  of  the  frauds  I  prac- 
tifed.  I  declare  this  folemnly  to 
be  a  (rue  and  voluntary  confer- 
fion. 

Abraham  Danford." 

Witnefs,  J.  Villete,, 
Ordinary  of  Newgate. 

His  majefly  was  pleafed  to  fe- 
ipite  Thomas  IJumphreys  ^nd  Jo- 
&ph  Freeman,  antil  further  Signi- 
fication of  the  royal  pleafure. 

Of  the  convi^b-  under  fentence 

•f  death,  the  following  are  order- 

/    ed  for  iexecution  on  Wednefday  the 

^th,  .viz*  George  Bifhop,  Robert 

Hill,  and  Margaret  M' Loch  Ian. 

The  following  are  refpited :  Ana 
Lavender,  Rich*  Hapgood,  James 
Johnfon,  and  Richard  Brown. 
'  ,  This  being  the  day  ap- 

^  *  pointed  for  the  election  of  a 
nepre tentative  for  this  city  in  parlia- 
ment, in  the  room  of  the  late 
Alderman  Kirk  man,  the  drawing 
of  the  lottery  at  Guildhall  ceafed 
zt  ceo  o'clock.  About  twelve, 
•ear.  a  thoufand  liverymen  were  af- 
iembled,  and  the  (herifis,  having 
waited  for  the  lord  mayor  till  near 
one  o*clock,  afcended  the  huftings 
in  his  abfence,  with  .the  Aldermen 
Townfend,  Boll,  Wilkes,  Saw- 
bridge,  Hayley,  Thomas,  Clarke, 
Barnell,  attended  by  the  city  offi- 
cers.  The  writ  for  the  elcdion, 
and  the  ad  of  parliament  againft 
bribery  being  read,  the  lord  mayor, 
and  all  the  aldermen  not  in  parlia- 
nent^  were  then  put  in  nomina- 
tion, and  diilinguiihed  accurately 
in  the  popular  manner,  according 
to  ancient  cuftom  ;  but  the  whole 
ihew  of  hands  being  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Saw  bridge,  he  was  declared 
by  the  iherifi^s  duly  ele£ied. 


This  being  St.  Andrew's  , 
day,  the  Royal  Society  held  ^®^"' 
their  anniverfary  meeting  at  their 
apartments  in  Somerfec-place,  when 
the  Prefident  (Mr.  Banks)  in  the 
same  of  the  fociety,  prefented  the 
gold  medal  (called  Sir  Godfrey 
Copley's)  to  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Vince,  for  his  paper,  entitled  "  An 
Tnveftigation  of  the  Principles  of 
Progreffive  and  Rotatory  Motion." 
The  preGdent  on  this  occafion  de- 
livered a  (hort  but  elegant  oration 
on  the  great  utility  of  Mr.  Vincc's 
paper. 

Died,  At  Boxford,  Herts, 
Thomas  Field,  a  Jaboaring  man, 
aged  102.  His  father  was  104, 
his  uncle  93,  his  brocher  95,  and 
fcarce  any  of  the  family  have  died 
under  ninety. 

At  Ballynakill,  in  Queens  Coun- 
ty, Irelaiid,  Mr.  J.  Woodworch, 
aged  112. 

At  Celbridge,  in  the  county  of 
Kildare,  Mn.  Mary  M'Kee,  aged 

HOC 

Near  Stevenage,  Mr.  J.  Thorpe, 
age  109. 


DECEMBER. 

Was  tried  in  the  Court  of  1 
Common-Pleas,  Weftminfter, 
before  Lord  Loughborough,  by  a 
fpecial  jury,  a  caufe  between  Juf- 
ticeWilmot,  for  damages,  by  the 
deftrudion  of  his  houfe  at  Bethnal- 
green  and  in  Worfhip-flreet,  and 
damage  in  his  garden,  plaintiF, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  diftri^t 
of  Bethnal- green,  defendants.  Af- 
ter hearing  evidence,  and  the  re- 
ports of  the  furveyors  employed 
by  both  parties,  the  jury  went 
out^  and  having  ftaid  about  half 
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an  hoar,  returned  with  a  verdid 
for  tbc  plaintiff,  for  the  repair  of 
the  houfes  on  Bethnal-greea  and 
in  Worfhip.fb-eec,  625 1,  and  fpe- 
cial,  in  the  words  of  the  Ad,  for 
furniture  deftroyed  by  perfons  af- 
fembled,  700I.  alfo  for  damage 
done  to  the  garden  by  the  rioters, 

^  t  Thomas  Dill  was  tried  at 
'  '  the  Old  Bailey  for  the  mur- 
der of  Robert  Curfon,  a  young 
furgeon,  pupil  to  Dr.  Ford.  The 
decea(ed  was  vifiting  an  old  gen- 
tleman, who  laboured  under  a  vio- 
lent paralytic  complaint.  The 
prifoner  was  charged  with  having 
afiaulted  the  deceafed  while  he  was 
in  the  apartment  of  the  old  gen- 
tleman, in  whofe  prefence  he  was 
charged  with  having  beat  the  de- 
ceafed in  a  very  cruel  ma&ner; 
and  with  having  afterwards  puQied 
Kim  out  of  the  window,  three  do- 
ries high  into  the  ftreet,  by  which 
the  deceafed  had  his  fkuil  fradur- 
cd  to  pieces,  and  was  killed  on 
the  fpoc. 

There  was  only  one  witnefs  who 
could  fpeak  pofitively  to  the  fa£k ; 
and  this  was  the  old  gentleman, 
whom  the  deceafed  was  vifiting  as 
a  patient,  when  he  was  aiTaulced 
by  the  prifoner.  He  was  90  years 
of  age,  and  fo  deaf,  that  ic  was 
with  difficulty  he  could  hear,  and 
at  the  fame  tim^  he  was  fo  affli6led 
wich  the  pal fy,  that  he  could  bare- 
ly anfwer  by  the  monofyllables 
Yes  and  No.  As  therefore  it  was 
impoflible  for  him  to  give  the 
court  a  narrative  of  the  melancho- 
ly buiinefs^  the  counfel  for  the 
profecQtion  were  going  to  put  what 
they  called  leading  queilions,  by 
which  they  would  have  told  the 
particulars  themfelves,  and  would 
have  required  only  the  monofylla« 


ble  Yes  from  the  witnefs  to  con- 
firm the.  fuggeflions  contained  in 
their  queAions  :  but  the  court 
would  not  fuffer  this,  as  it  was  to- 
tally, inconfiftent  with  the  pradice 
T)f  the  courts  of  judice:  however, 
this  was  an  occafion  on  which  this 
pradice  might  perhaps  have  been 
difpenfed  with,  without  the  leaft 
violation  of  juflice  :  particularly  at 
there  was  fome  ground,  from  what 
dropped  from  feveral  perfons  ex- 
amined on  the  trij|l,  that  this  was 
the  fecond  murther  with  which  the 
prifoner  had  been  charged.  The 
court,  however,  was  determined; 
and  as  the  old  gentleman  was  dif- 
abled  by  infirmities  from  giving 
fuch  teftimony  as  the  court  woalfl 
receive,  the  prifoner  efcaped  froqi 
the  hands  of  juflice,  to  the  vifible 
mortification  of  every  one  in  court. 

The  mother  of  the  deceafed  was 
in  one 'of  tlie  galleries ;  and  when 
(he  under  flood  that  the  prifoner 
was  difcharged,  fhe  broke  out  into 
the  mofl  frantick  rage,  and  prayed 
that  the  blood  of  her  child  might 
fall  upon  the  heads  of  both  court 
and  jury  for  fuiFcring  his  mur- 
therer  to  efcape  with  impunity. 
When  (he  had  fpent  her  rage  in 
bitrer  imprecations,  fhe  fainted 
^way  ;  and  the  court  feeling  no 
rpark  of  refentment,  for  what  they 
knew  to  be  extremely  natural  in 
an  aiHided  parent,  called  out  to 
the  people  near  her,  and  requefled 
that  they  would  kindly  take  care 
of  her,  and  fee  that  fhe  did  not 
hurt  herfelf  while  out  of  her 
fenfes. 

This  morning  was  tried  in       f 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,   ^ 
before    Mr.   Juflice    Afhhurft,    a' 
caufe   wherein  Mr.   J.   MaberL^y, 
of  Little  Queen- llreet,  was  plain- 
tiff,   and   two  gentlem&n   of  the 
Hundred 
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Hundred  of  OHalfton,  defendants. 
The  adtion  was  broughc  for  the 
recovery  of  903 1,  for  repairing  his 
houfes  and  (hops,  and  1159I.  for 
furnicure,  flock  in  trade  and  uten- 
fils,  deilroyed  in  the  late  riots. 
The  court,  after  examining  fcveral 
refpe^able  witneflcs,  was  fully  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  juilnefs  of  the 
claims,  and  the  jury  gave  their 
verdi^l  accordingly,  making  it  fpe- 
cial  for  furniture  and  ftock  in 
trade.  . 

The  fame  day  the  feflion  ended 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  when  the  fol- 
lowing convicts  received  fentence 
of  death »  viz  Patrick  Madan,  J. 
Bailey  and  William  Chetham,  for 
Healing  in  the  (hop  of  Charles 
Storer,  in  Sidney's -alley,  Lei- 
cefter- fquarc,  four  gold  watch 
chains  and  thirty-eight  gold  rings ; 
Elizabeth  Hyleit,  for  ftealing  four 
guineas  and  a  half  privately  from 
the  perfon  of  James  Win(hip  ;  and 
Tho.  Brown,  for  ftealing  a  mare, 
the  property  of  Barnard  Don  ally  ; 
Michael  Daniel,  for  robbing  Mr. 
Lane  on  the  highway  near  Shcp- 
herd's-bulb  of  two  guineas;  Wil- 
li, m  Thompfon,  alfas  Bennett, 
for  robbing  Mr.  William  Johnfon 
of  fome  money  .  near  Kilburn 
Wells;  Jofeph  Cook,  for  fobbing 
Anne  Marfano,  in  Palfgrave- place, 
of  7s.  or  88.  and  ufing  her  very 
cruelly  '  and  indecently  ;  Jofeph 
Caddie,  for  breaking  .open  the 
dwelling-  houfe  of  Mary  Newftcad, 
with  intent  to  ileal  her  goods.  Sec. 
nine  were  fentenced  to  hard  labour 
on  the  river  Thames;  19  to  hard 
labour  in  the  Houfe  of  Corredtion ; 
fix  to  be  privately  whipped,  and 
one  publickly;  and  fix  delivered 
on  proclamation.  ^ 

1  A  motion  was  made  be- 

^^"^^^    fore  the  Lord  Chancellor, 


in  Lincoln's-Inn-hall,  to  fet  a/ide 
a  late  order  againft  Mr.  Morris, 
for  contempt  of  court,  in  not 
obeying  an  order  to  bring  the 
body  of  Mifs  Harford,  with  whom 
he  had  eloped  in  her  infancy. 
Mr.  Er(kine,  as  council  for  Mr. 
Morris,  contended,  that  feveral 
mal-pradlices  had  been  ufed  in  the 
courfe  of  the  late  proceedings ; 
that  the  affidavits  were  at  leaft  ir- 
regular, if  not  falfe ;  that  the  bills 
filed  were  antedated;  and  that 
though  he  could  not  undertake  to 
invalidate  the  accuracy  of  the  Re- 
gifler  Offices,  yet  the  plaintiffs 
fhould  be  obliged  on  oath  to  prove 
the  authenticity  of  the  dates  ;  his 
client  having  left  England  previous 
to  any  procefs  being  inftituted 
againft  him  in  Chancery,  aqd  con- 
fequently  the  late  order  (hould  be 
fet  afidc.  Thefe  were  the  princi- 
pal fa^s  on  which  the  motion  was 
founded.  The  Lord  Chancellor 
obferved,  that  he  could  not  fet 
afide  a  motion  of  his  predecefFor, 
or  fuppofe  it  improvidently  grant- 
ed, upon  bare  affertions  only  ;  and 
that  Mr.  Morris  (hould  have  come 
prepared  tocontradift  the  grounds 
on  which  the  order  was  made,  by 
well-attefted  affidavits ;  that  he  was 
ready  then,  or  at  any  other  time, 
to  enter  into  fuch  a  hearing,  and 
to  receive  fach  teftimony  if  it  could 
be  produced  ;  but  that  till  fuch 
evidence  could  be  fairly  brought 
before  him,  he  could  not,  in  his 
own  opinion,  fet  afide  the  order. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  therefore  de- 
clined giving  any  judgment,  and 
the  motion  for  difcharging  the  or- 
der is  to  be  made  again  i/e  novo,  and 
the  whole  matter  re-argued. 

The  caufe  between  Mr.  , 

Langdale  plaintiff,  and  the      ^  / 
Sun-fire  office  defendant^  came  en 
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to  be  tried  before  Lord  Mansfield, 
when  a  verdid  was  given  again  ft 
the  plaintiff,  there  being  an  ex- 
ception in  the  policy  of  affurance 
again  ft  fires  occafiontdhy  civil  or  mi- 
litary commotions^  &c. 

,  Two  Jew  ladies  of  emi- 

'7'  '  nence  were  baptized  at  the 
KingVchapel,  St.  James's,  by 
ihc  Rer.  Dr.  Bailey. 

,  Mr.   Morris's,  adjourned 

motion  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  to  be  rcleafed  from  the 
order  of  the  late  Chancellor  for  his 
commitment  for  a  contempt,  came 
to  a  final  decifion,  after  many  in- 
genious arguments  and  eloquent 
fpecches,  as  well  by  Mr.  Morris's 
council,  Mefl*.  Macdonald,  Selwyn, 
and  Erik',  ne,  as  by  the  counfel  againft 
him,  who  were  the  Solicitor-gene- 
ral, Mr.  Kenyon,  and  Mr.  Jack- 
fon.  The  bufinefs  latted  four 
hours,  and  at  the  end  of  it,  the 
Chancellor  was  pleafcd  to  deter- 
mine that  he  would  neither  fet 
afide  the  order  nor  enforce  it :  fo 
Mr«  Morris  went  out  of  court,  and 
the  whole  affair  is  juft  as  it  was  be- 
fore it  began. 

A  Society  of  Antiquaries  was 
inftituted  this  day  at  Edinburgh. 
An  aflbciation  of  this  nature  has 
long  been  a  favourite  objed  of  the 
Earl  of  Buchan.  His  Jordfhip 
communicated  the  plan  he  had 
formed  to  Tome  of  the  moft'accom- 
plifhed  and  refpedlable  gentlemen 
in  this  country,  and  was  happy  to 
find  that  it  not  only  received  their 
approbation ,  but  excited  the  ftrong- 
eft  wiihes  to  fee  an  inftitution, 
which  promifed  fo  much  utility  to 
the  nation,  eftabliihed  on  a  firm 
and  permanent  bafis.  Embolden- 
ed by  this  encouragement,  his 
lordfhip  ventured  at  Tail  to  invite 
a  number  of  perfons^  whom    he 


thought  qualified  to  be  members 
of  fuch  an  afTociation,  to  meet  at 
his  houfe  on  the  14th  of  Novem- 
ber laft.     To  thcfe  gentlemen  he 
rea  i  a  difcourfe,  containing  a  view 
of  the  principal  objedls  in  the  Hif- 
tory  and  Antiquities  of  Scotland^ 
which   required   elucidation,    and 
of  the  regulations  to  be  obfervcd 
in  the  propofed   fociety ;  both  of 
which  received  the  unanimous  ap- 
probation of  the  members  prefent. 
At  a  fubf-quent  meeting,  his  lord- 
fhip  was  prevailed  on  to  permit  the 
diicourfe  to  be  printed,  that  the 
public  might   have   proper   ideas 
concerning  an  inftitution  fo  inter- 
efting  to  the  nation.     It  was  then 
agreed,  that  a  meeting  fhould  be 
held   on  Monday  the   14th  curr* 
for  the  purpofe  of  electing  office  ^ 
bearers.    The  members  according- 
ly (net,  and  the  bufinefs  of  elec-' 
tion   being  finifhed,  a  paper   was 
read,  giving  an  accountof  varions 
Roman  weapons  difcovered  in  drag- 
ging the  Marie  from  the  bottom  of 
Doddingfton  Loch ;  and  we  learn 
that    the   worthy  proprietor.    Sir 
Alexander  Dick,  is  to  giVe  fpeci- 
mens  of  them,  to  be  preferved  ia 
the  fociety's  mufeum. 
T/je/oilonving  is  a  lift  of  the  Officer- 
Bearers.  ' 
**  -Prefidcnt,    the  Right   Hon.    . 
the  Earl  of  Bute;  ift  vice  prefi- 
dcnt,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Buclian ;    2d  vice  prefident,    the 
Hon.  Sir  John  Dairy mple  Hamil- 
ton M«cpill,  Bart.  3d  vice  prefi- 
dent, Jonn  Swinton,  of  Swinton, 
Efq;  4ih  vice  prefident,  Alexander 
Wright,  Efq;  advocate;    5th  vice 
prefident.  Wm.  Tyler,  of  Wood- 
houflec,  Efq;  treafurer  ;  Sir  Wm. 
Forbes,    of  Piiuigo,   Bart,    fecre-   ' 
tary;  J.imes  Cummyng,  Efq;  keep- 
er of  the  Lyoa  Records." 
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Died,  At  Carrickfergus,  irt 
Ireland,  Mr.  Jameo  O'Brien,  aged 
114.  He  ferved  as  a  paymalier 
ferjeant  in  the  wars  in  Ireland,  in 
ihe  reign  of  James  it. 

Near  Buxton,  Derbyshire,  Sam. 
Fidler,  aged  105.  He  walked 
from  his  own  houfe  to  Buxton, 
within  three  days  of  his  dcAih, 
which  is  upwards  of  five  miles. 
He  has  been  for  three  years  pad  a 
conilant  attendant  at  St.  Anne's 
Well  in  Buxton,  and  was  fupport- 
cd  chi.-fly  by  the  company  whore- 
forted  there  to  drink  the  waters. 

Mr.  Francis  Vivares,  the  cele- 
brated landfcapc  engraver. 

At  his  houfe  in  the  Clofe,  Salif- 
bury,  in  the  72^  year  of  his  age, 
James  Harris,  Efq;  F.  R.  S.  Truftce 
of  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  and  mem- 
ber for  Chrillchurch,  Hants,  which 
he  reprefented  in  fcveral  fucceffivc 
parliaments. — In  the  year  1763  he 
was  appointed  one  of  the  Lords 
Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  was  foon  after  removed  to  the 
Board  of  Trea fury.  In  1774  made 
Secretary  and  Comptroller  to  the 
Queen,  which  poll  he  enjoyed  till 
hi^  death.  He  was  the  fon  of  James 
Harris,  Efq;  and  the  Lady  Kliza^ 
beth  Afhley  Jiis  wife,  third  daugh- 
ter of  Anthony,  zdEarl  of  Shaftcf- 
bury,  and  fifter  to  Anthony,  3d 
carl,  the  celebrated  author  of  the 
Charafteriftics,  whofe  elegance  and 
refinement  of  taile  and  manners 
Mr.  Harris  inherited.  In  the 
theory  and  pradicc  of  mufic  he 
had  few  equals.  He  was  a  native 
of  the  Clofe,  and  educated  there 
under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hele,  in  the 
grammar.fchool  now  kept  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Skinner,  frOm  whence, 
in  the  year  1726,  he  went  to  Wad- 
ham  College,  in  Oxford.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John 


Clarke,  Efqj  of  Sand/brd,  in  $0- 
merfetfhire,  by  whom  he  had  fe- 
veral  children,  three  of  whom  arc 
ftill  living,' viz.  Sir  James  Harris, 
K.  B.  his  Majefty's  Minifter  Ple- 
nipotentiary and  Envoy  Extraordi- 
nary at  the  Court  of  St.  Peterfburg. 
Katharine  Gertrude,  and  Louifa 
Margaret  Harris.  The  world  is 
indebted  to  him  for  feveral  very 
ingenious  and  learned  publica- 
tions, particularly  three  treatifes, 
publiflied  in  1745,  on  Art,  Mufic, 
Painting  and  Poerry,  and  Happi- 
nefs. — In  1751,  he  publifhed  a  fe- 
cond  volume,  called  Hermes,  or 
a  Philofophical  Enquiry  cdncerning 
Univerfal  Grammar.  In  1775,  his 
Philofophical  Arrangements  made 
their  appearance.  Jt  is  with  great 
plcafurc  that  we  learn  this  g^entle- 
man  had  finijhed,  juft  before  his 
death,  another  ingenious  work, 
entitled  Philological  Inquiries.  His 
good  qualities  as  a  man  are  well 
known  to  .a  large  circle  of  his 
friends  and  acquaintance  in  this 
country ;  and  his  great  abilities 
as  an  author  acknowledged  and 
efteemed  by  the  literati  throughout 
Europe. 

In  Harpur^ftreet,  Dr.  John  Fo- 
thergill,  one  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  aged  69.  He  was  born 
near  Richmond,  in  the  county  of 
York,  ftudied  at  Edinburgh,  and 
came  to  London  about  the  year 
1740,  without  any  other  patron 
than  his  own  merit,  which  brought 
him  rapidly  into  a  moft  extenfive 
pradice.  He  was  a  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Phyficians  at 
Edinburgh,  of  the  Royal  an<}  An- 
tiquarian Societies  in  London,  and 
a  member  of  other  learned  a>  well 
as  medical  infliiutions,  in  this  and 
foreign  nations,  in  which  his  great 
reputation  as  a  phyfician  is  univer- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHRONICLE. 


[«4i 


fally  eftablfdied.  The  exertion  of 
his  great  abilities  was  not  confin- 
ed CO  the  pradice  of  medicine  and 
the  Audy  of  nature^  but  was  unre* 
mittingly  employed  to  the  promo- 
tioa  of  the  general  good  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  mankind  :  and  as  bis  ex- 
ten  five  knowledge,  public  fpirit, 
and  many  virtues,  were  not  lefs 
eminent  than  hi)  medical  (kill,  he 
will  be  defervedly  ranked  among 
the  illuftrious  charaders  of  the  pre- 
fcnt  agCfc 

Near  Canterbury^  Sir  A.  Man- 
waring,  age  96, 

NcarEUefmere,  ShropIhire,Mrs. 
Eliz.  Dallafs,  aged  103. 

In  Lincoln's-Inn-fields,  Dr.  GiU 
hert  Kennedy,  F»R*S.  many  years 
phyfician  to  the  fadlory  at  Lilbon^ 
aged  100. 

At  Barnes,  Mr4  Maycock,  mar- 
ket-gardener at  that  place.  His 
death  was  occa/ioned  by  the  fhock 
his  fpirics  received  from  the  florm 
in  Odober  laA,  during  which  he 
went  to  the  (lables  to  look  after  his 
horfes,  attended  by  his  man,'  who 
was  ftruck  down  and  killed  cicfc 
to  him  by  a  fla(h  of  lightning, 
and  the  ftable  itielf  forced  to  a 
confiderablediflance  from  its  ori- 
ginal fitaacion :  and>  to  complete 
his  alarm,  part  of  the  room  in 
which  bis  wife  was  lying-in  (hav- 
ing been  delivered  but  a  few  days) 
was  torn  away  by  the  violence  of 
the  florm. 


Gemral  Bill  rf  all  tht  Chr'tftetungM 
and  Burials^  from  Decemhir  14, 
1779,  toDectmbtr  12,   1780. 


Died  ander  two  years  of  age  6810 
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BIRTHS  for  the  Year  1780. 

J  ANUAR  Y; 

The  lady  of  Lord  Vifci  Galwtyi 
a  daughter. 
Lady  of  Sir  Roger  Twifdtn,  Bt4 

a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Chal,  Arccdekne,  Efq; 
a  fon. 

Lady  of  the  Hon.  Mn  Fane^  a 
daughter. 

Lady  of  Right  Hon.    Charles 
Townfhcnd,  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Harry  Tralawneyj 
a  fbn  and  hein 

Lady  Bagot,  a  dati^hter. 
Feb.ru  A  ajr. 

Dtttchefs  of  Beaufort,  a  fon. 

Lady  of  Right  .Hon.  Thomas 
Townfhend,  a  fbn. 

Lady  of  Lord  V^fcoant  Mabon^ 
a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Guy  Carloton,  K.  B4 
a  fon. 

Lady  of  Hon.  Chatles  Pinch,  a 
ion  and  heir. 

The   Princefs  of  Afturias  of  a 
[^  princ« 
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prince,  fincc  baptized  by  the  names 
of  cliarles,  Dominico,  Eufcbias^ 
Raphael,  Jofeph,  Antonio,  Johan- 
no,  Nepomuceno,  Gabriclio,  Jtt- 
liaon,  Vincent  -  Ferrer,  Andrc- 
Avelin,  Louis,  Ferdinand,  Angelo, 
Francifco,  Pafcal,  Joachino,  Cayc- 
tan,  Ignacfo,  Emanuelo,  Ray- 
mond, Janiverio,  Francifca  it 
Paulo, 

March. 

The  Countcfs  of  Wiptcrton, 
a  daughter. 

The  lady  of  Lord  de  Ferrars, 
a  Ton. 

The  Right  Hon,  Lady  Louifa 
Manners,  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Dr. 
^ornwaliis.  Dean  of  Canterbury, 
afon. 

April. 

The  lady  of  the  Earl  of  War- 
wick, a  Ton. 

The  lady  of  the  Earl  of  Har- 
fington,  a  Ton  and  heir. 

The  lady  of  the  Earl  of  Stor- 
inont,  a  Ton. 

The   Right    Hon.  Lady  Kin- 
naird,  a  Ton  and  heir. 
M  A  y. 

The  Datckefs  of  Portlandr  9 
{oh. 

The  lady  of  Sir  Malth.  White 
Ridley,  Bart,  a  Ton  and  heir. 

The  lady  of Wilfon,  Efqv 

daughter  of  Lady  Greenwich,  a 

ion. 

'    The  lady  ojP'Sir  George  Brydget 

Rodney,  Bart.'^a  daughrcr. 

The  ladyof  Sir  John  Blois,  Bart, 
a  daughter^ 

June. 

Couniefs  of  Radnor,  a  fon. 

Countefs  of  Tankervillc, .  a 
daughter. 

July. 

Countefs  of  Shelburnc,  a  fon. 

Countefs  Percy,  a  daughter. 


The  lady  of  John  Englifli  Dof- 
ben,  Efq;  a  fon. 

The  lady  of  the  Hon.  Ficnry 
Stawcll  Bilfon  Leggc,  a  daughter. 

The  lady  of  Sir  F.  Vincent,  Bart, 
a  fon. 

The  lady  of  Sir  Thomas  Tan- 
cred,  Bart,  a  fon. 

August. 

Lady  of  Sir  William  Lorraine, 
Bart,  a  fon., 

Septemb  eh. 

Lady  Porcheftcr,  a  fon. 

22d.  Her  Majesty  Tafely  dcH- 
vercd  of  a  Prince,  at  Wind  for. 

Lady  Brown  low,  a  fon. 
October* 

Dutchefs  of  Rutland,  a  fon. 

Lady  of  Sir  James  Pringle,  Bart* 
a  daughter. 

HcT  Imperial  Highnefs  the 
Grand  Dutchefs  of  Tufcany,  a 
princcfs. 

Lady  of  Sir  W.  Williams  Wynne, 
Bart,  a  daughter. 

November. 

Countefs  of  CarlifTej,  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Jan»es  Cockbujn, 
Bart.,  a  fon. 

December. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Galloway,  a 
daughter.  '  , 

Dutchefs  of  Buccleugli,  adaugh-  | 
tcr.  j 

Lady  of  John  Coxe  HippifleVr , 
Efq:  a  daughter.  | 

Lady  of  Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  » 
fo». 


M  A  R  I  A  G  E  S,    1780. 

January. 
John    Qowper,    Efq;    to    Mift 
Cope,  filler  to  Sir  Charles  CopCr 
Bart. 

.    Colonel  Gordon,  to  Mifs  Bam-, 
fylde,  liaer  of  Sir  Charles,  Bart. 
Thoflia* 
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Thomas  -Gage,  Efq;  only  fon 
of  Sir  Thomas  Gagej  Bart. 

Arthur  Earl  of  Arran,  to  Mifs 
tJncferwood. 

February. 
Richard  Aubrey,  Efq;  yonngeft 
fon  of  ,Str  Thomas  Aubrey,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Digby,   daughter  of  the 
late  Hon.  Wriothefly  Digby^ 

Th'omas  Grim  (lone,  Efq;  of 
Kilnwick,  to  Mifs  F.  Lcgard, 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Digby  Lc- 
gard, Bart.  . 

At  the  Caftle,  Dublin^  Almar 
Lowry  Corry,  Efq;  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lady  Harriet  Hobart,  eldcft 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Buckii>g- 
KamQiire. 

At  Rome,  J.  Coxc  .Hippiflcyi 
Efq;  to  Mifs  Margaret  Stuart, 
daughter  of  Sir  Joim  Stuart,  Bart. 
6f  Ailcnbanfc. 

March. 
At  Calcutta,  Sir  John  Doilvi 
Bart,  to  Mrs.  Coates»--And  tne 
Hon.  Lieut.  Anftruther^  to  Mifs 
Dooaldfbn. 

Apri  l. 
Walter  James  Head,  Efqj  only 
fon  of  Sir  Jam^s  Head,  Bairt.  of 
Langley,  Bucks*  to  the  Hon.  Mifs 
Jane  Pratt,  youngcft  daughter  of 
Lord  Camden. 

Sir  Thomas  Mannoch^  of  Qif- 

ford-haU,  in  thecounty  of  Suffolk, 

Bsrt.  to  Mifs  Anai^afia  Browne,  a 

near   relation  of    Lord    Vifcount 

'  Montague. 

Francij  FortefcueTurville,  Efq; 
to  Mifs  Barbara  Talbot,  niece  to 
the  Earl  of  Shrewfbury. 
MaV. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Clifford,  cldeft 
fon  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Clif- 
ford, to  the  Hon.   Mifs  A.  Lang- 
dale,    daughter  of  the  late  Lord 
Langdale. 
Richard  Brooke,  Elq;  to  Mifs 


[i4a 

Mary  Conliffc,  fecond  daughter  of 
the  late  Sir  Robert  Cunlifft,  Bart. 

Rev.  Saodford  HarcaAle,  Reabr 
of  Athol  in  the  county  of  York, 
to  the  Dowager  Countefs  of.Mex* 
boroueh. 

Major  Vyfe,  to  Mifs  Howard, 
daughter  of  Sir  George  Howard, 
K.  B. 

Lord  *Parker>  ion  to  the  Earl  of 
Macclesfield,  to  Mifs  Drake,  of 
Amerfham. 

Mifs  Catherii^eGfenville,  young- 
eft  filler  of  Earl  Temple,  to  Mr* 
Neville,  fon  of  Richard  Aldwortk 
Neville,  Efq;  of  Billingbeare, 
Berklhire. 

At  Lifbon,  the  Hon*  Robert 
Walpole,  to  Mifs  Diana  Grofett, 


daughter  of  Walter  Grofett,  Efo; 

Robert  Harding,  Efq;  of  Ujp- 
cott,  to  Mifs  Wrey,  fecond  daugn« 
terof  Sir  Bouchier  Wrey,  Bart. 

Earl  of  Balcarras,  to  Mifs  Dal- 
rymple. 

Sir  William  Forbes,  Bart,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Sempel. 
June. 
Sir  H.  Dalhwood,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Graham,  niece  to  LordNewhaven. 
Earl    of   Tyrconncl,    to    Mifs 
Huflcy  DelaVal. 

JuLT. 
The  Hon.  Tbomas  Fitz- Wil- 
liam, of  Wbolftancon,  in  |he 
county  of  Stafford,  fon  to  the  Ute 
Lord  Vifcount  Fitz- William,  of 
Mount  Meruin,  in  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  to  Mifs  Agnes  Mac- 
clesfield, daughter  and  cohcirefs 
of  the  late  -^ —  Macclesfield,  of 
Chefterton,  in  the  faid  county, 
Efq; 

Edward  Knatchbul,  Efq;  only 
(on  of  Sir  Edward,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Mary  Hugeffen. 

In  Dublin,  Dennis  Daly,  Efq; 
to  Lady  Harriet  Maxwell. 

[^]  z  AvcusT 
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August. 

Hon.  William  Ward,  to  Mifs 
B^fvillc. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Grantham,  to 
Lady  Mary  Grey,  daughter  of  the 
Marchionefs  Grey  and  Earl  of 
Hardwicke. 

George  Thornhill,  Efq;  to  Mifs 
Hawkins,  daughter  to  Sir  Caefar, 
Bart. 

Alexander  Murray,  Efq;  of  Ay- 
ton,  to  the  H,on.  Mifs  Mary 
Ogilvic,  daughter  to  the  late  Lord 
Banff. 

OCTOB  E  R. 

Captain  Garricky  to  Mifs  Leigh, 
daughter  of  Sir  Gerton  Leigh, 
Bart. 

Montagu  Burgoyne,  Efq;  fen 
of  Sir  Roger  Burgoyne,  Bart,  to 
Mifs  Hcrvey. 

Her  Serene  HIghngfs  the  Prin- 
cefs  Augufta  Carolina  Fredcrka 
Louifa,  elded  daughter  of  his  Se- 
rene Highnefs  the  reigning  Duke 
of  BrunSvick,  to  his  Serene  High- 
nefs Prince  Frederick  William 
Charles  of  Wirteroberg. 
November. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  DuncAn- 
non,  fbn  of  the  Earl  of  Befborough, 
to  the  fecond  daughter  of  Earl 
Spenfer. 

John  Peter,  Efq;  his  majefty's 
Conful  at  ORend,  to  Mifs  Eliz. 
Hcrries,  fitter  of  Sir  Robert  Hcr- 
ries,  Bart. 

December. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  St.  John,  of 
Bletfoe,  to  Mifs  Emma  White- 
bread,  fecond  daughter  of  the 
member  for  Bedford. 

Rev.  Mr.  Tate,  to  Mifs  Moore, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Moore,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  George  lyigr- 
ray,  lecond  fon  to  the  late  Duke 
of  Athol,  to  Mifs  Ann  Charlotte 
6 


Grant,  daughter  of  Leut.  General 
Grant. 

His  Excellency  Baron  Dc  Kutz- 
leben,  the  Hbilian  miniAer,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Dorothy  Wrottcfley, 
niece  to  the  Dutchefs  of  Bedford, 
and  fitter  to  the  Dutchefs  of  Graf- 
ton and  Sir  John  Wrottcfley. 

Sir  .George  Barlow  Warren,  Bt. 
to  Mifs  Caroline  Clavering,  young- 
ett  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  J.  Cla- 
vering, Bart. 

Sir  John  Wedderburn,  Bart,  to 
Mifs  Dundafs. 


PROMOTIONS,    1780. 

January. 

Brownlow  Duke  of  Ancaller 
and  Kefteven,  to  be  Lord  Lieut. 
of  the  county  of  Lincoln. 

Dr.  George  Chinnery,  Bifhop  of 
Killalpe,  tranflated  to  the  Biihop- 
rick  of  Cloyne. 

Dr.  Thomas  Barnard,  Dean  of 
Derry,  promoted  to  the  Bifhoprick 
of  Kilialoe. 

W.  Cecil  Perry,  M.  A.  Dean  of 
Derry. 

Samuel  Rattal,  clerk.  Dean  of 
St.  Flanan  Killaloe. 

Frederick  Earl  of  CarliAe,  Lord 
Lieut,  of  the  Eaft  Riding  of  York- 
fhire. 

Sir  Richard  Worflcy,  Governor 
of  the  Ifle  of  Wight^  and  fworn  of 
the  privy  council. 

February. 

James  Cunninghame,  Efq;  Ma- 
jor General  of  his  Majetty's  forces, 
and  Captain  General  and  Gover- 
nor in  Chief  of  Barbadoes. 

Earl  of  Aylen)ury,  Lord  Lieut, 
of  Wilts. 

Prifcilla  Barbara  Elizabeth  Bar- 
rel^    the    dignity    of     Barone  fs 
Willough^ 
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Willoughby  dc  Erefby,    co.  Lin- 
coln. 

Right  Hon.  John  Scott,  the  re- 
vcrfion  of  Clerk  of  the  Common 
Plea5  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in 
Ireland. 

Robert  Macqueen,  Efq;  a  Lord 
of  Judiciary  in  Scotland. 
'March. 

Ralph  Bigland,  Efq;  Clarcn- 
ceux  king  of  arms,  to  be  a  principal 
king  of  Englifh  arms,  and  a  pnn- 
cip^  officer  of  arms  of  the  noble 
order  of  the  Garter^  and  alfo  chat 
office  which  is  commonly  called 
Garter ;  and  likewife  the  name 
Garter,  with  the  ftile,  liberties, 
pre- eminences,  and  emoluments; 
belonging  and  anciently  accnf- 
tomed  to  the  faid  office,  vacant  by 
the  death  of  Thomas  Browne,  Efq; 
late  Garter.        ^ 

The  Rev.  Doaor  George  Ma- 
kn,  confirmed  Bifhop  of  Sodor 
and  Man,  and  confecrated  a  Bilhop 
at  Whitehall  Chapel,  by  his  Grace 
the  Arch  bifhop  of  York. 

John  Doddingron,  Efq;  to  the 
office  of  fourth  Port-collis  purfui- 
vantefarms. 

Peter Dore,  Efq;  Richmond  he- 
raid,  to  the  office  of  Norroy  king 
of  arms,  and  principal  herald  of 
the  North  parts  of  England. 

The  Right  Rev.  Doftor  James 
Hawkins,  Biftiop  of  Drombre, 
to  the  Bilhiprick  of  Raphoe. 

William  Beresford,    M.  A.    to 
the  Bifhoprzckof  Dromore. 
April. 

Hon.  John  Trevor,  appointed 
miniftcr  plenipotentiary  to  the 
Elector  palatine,  and  miniller  to 
the  Diet  of  Ratifbon. 

Ralph  Bigland  the  Younger, 
Efq;   Richmond  hcrcld. 

Richard  Pcarfon,  Efq;  captain 


in   his  majefty's  roykl  navy,   re- 
ceived the  honour  of  knighihood. 

Rev.  Dr.  Noel,  Dean  of  Sa- 
lilbury. 

May. 

The  Earl  of  Dalhouftc  to  be 
High  Commiffioner  to  the  Church 
of  Scotland. 

Benjamin  Fingo,  Cent,  to  the 
office  of  Rouge-dragon,  Purfui- 
vant  of  Arnw,  in  the  room  of 
Ralph  Bigland,  -Efq;  now  Rich- 
mond herald. 

The  king  has  been  pleafed  to 
order  letters  patent  to  be  pafled 
under  the  great  feal  of  Ireland,' 
containing  his  majefty's  grant*  of 
the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  the  faid 
kingdom,  unto  the  the  following 
gei.:!emen,  and  to  their  heirs 
male,  viz.  Frederick  Flood,  of 
Newton  Ormord,  in  the  county 
of  Kilkenny,  1  i'^];  and  -Robert 
Waller,  of  Newport,  in  the  county 
ofTipperary,  Efq; 

Lord  Rivers,  Lord  Lieut,  of  the 
county  of  Southampton. 
June. 

Alexander  Wedderburne,  Efqj 
late  his  Majefty's  Attorney-gene- 
ral, to  be  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of 
his  Majefty's  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  upon  the  refigtiation  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Sir  William  De  Grey, 
Knt.  late  Chief  Juftice  ^thereof; 
and  alfo  one  of  his  Majefty's  moft 
Honourable  Privy  Council. 

The  Right  Hon.  Alexander 
Wedderburne,  Lord  Chief  JufticQ 
t)f  the  Court  of"  Common  Pleas, 
and  to  his  heirs  male,  the  dignity 
of  a  Baron  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  name,  ftile,  and  title  of  Lora 
Loughborough,  Baron  of  Lough- 
borough, in  the  county  of  Lei- 
cefter. 

John    Campbell,    Efq;    to    be 
[J^]  3  Governor 
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Governor  of  Milford  Haven,  in  the 
coanty  of  l*embroke,  in  the  room 
of  Wyniot  Owen,'E{g;  deceafed, 

Richard  Pepper  A'-den,  Efq; 
Lloyd  Kennyon,  Eiq;  John  Lee, 
Efq;  and  William  Selwyn,,  Efq; 
to  be  of  his  Majei!y'«  council  learn- 
ed in~  the  law 

July. 
James  Wallace,  Efq;  to  be  his 
Majeft^*s  Attorney  general. 

.  James  Mansfield,  Efq;  to  be  his 
Majclty's  Solicitor- general. 

John  Heath,  Efq;  to  be  one  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
ifion  Pleas. 

Sir  Hu^h  Pallifer,  Bart,  to  be 
IVlafter  ofhis  Majefty's  Hofpiul  at 
Greenwich. 

September. 
Sir  William  Gordon,  Knight  of 
the  Bath,    and   Lovei   Stanhope, 


Coqnptroller  of  the  Accounts  of 
his  Majelty'S  Army,  vice  Thomas 
Bovvlby,   Elq. 

Thomas  Bowlby,  Efq;  to  be 
Commiilionary  Central  of  the  M  af- 
ters, and  chief  Muller  Mailer  of  all 
his  Majclty  Forces,  vice  Chriftopber 
D'Oylcy,  liiq. 

Henry  Scrachey,.  Efq;  to  the 
office  of  Keeper  of  his  Majcfty's 
Stores,  Ordnance,  and  Ammuni* 
tion  of  War. 

John  J^enrick,  Efq;  ^o  the  ofHce 
of  Cieik  of  the  Delivery  and  Dc- 
liveranceof  all  manner  of  artillery, 
ammunition,  and  other  neceflaries 
whatfoevcr,  appertaining  to  his 
Majefty's  office  of  ordnance. 

John  Rofs  Mackye,  Efq;  to  be 
Receiver  General  •  of  the  Scamp 
Duties. 

Archibald  Macdonald,  Efq;  one 


Efq;  to  be  Clerks  Comptrollers  of    ofhis  Majefty's  counfel,  to  be  his 


the  Board  of  Green  Cloth. 

John  Buller,  fen.  Efq;  to  be 
one  of  his  Majefty's  Commiflioncrs 
ioT  executing  the  office  of  Trea- 
iurer  of  his  Majelly's  Exchequer, 
vice  C.  W.  CornwalJ,  Efq, 

George  Darby,  Efq;  to  be  one 
ofhis  Majefty's  Commiffioners  for 
executing  the  office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, vice  John  fiuller,  Efq. 

,'Bcnjamin  Langlois,  Efq;  to  be 
one  ofhis  Majefty's  Commiffioher« 
for  Trade  and  Pkntations,  vice 
Soame  Jenyns,  Efq, 

Charles  Wolfran  Cornwall,  Efqi 
to  the  offices  of  Warden  and  Chief 
Jufticc  in  Eyre  of  all  his  Majefty's 
forefts,  parks,  chaccs,^and  war- 
ren5,  beyond  Trent. 

The  Hon.   James  Cecil,    Efq; 
\commonly   called  Lord   Vifcount 
C ran  burn,  to  be  Treafurer  of  his 
Majefty's  Houlhold,      , 

Chriftopher  D'Oyley,  Efq;  to  be 
I 


Majefty's  juliice  of  the  counties  of 
Carmarthen,  Pembroke,  Cardi- 
gan, &c. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Onflow, 
and  Lord  fiofton,  to  be  Lords  of 
his  Majefty's  Bedchamber. 

Thomas  Morgan,  Gent,  Tho- 
mas Morgan,  the  younger,  Gent. 
his /on,  and  Thomas  Kynnerfley, 
Efq;  10  the  office  or  offices  of  Pro- 
thonotary  and  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
in  the  counties  of  Denbigh  and 
Montgomery. 

William  Adam/Efq;  Treafurer 
and  Paymafter  of  his  Majefty's 
Ordnance. 

Flag-officers  of  his  Majefty's 
fleet;  Matthew  Buckle,  Efq;  Rob. 
Mann,  Efq;  (vice-acTmirals  of  the 
red)  to  be  admirals  of  the  blue; 
Hugh  Pigor,  Efq;  Right  Hon. 
Molyneux,  Lord  Shuldham,  John 
Vaughan,  Efq;  (vice-admirals  of 
the  white)  Rob.  DufF,  Efq;  (vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue)  to  be  vice- 
admirals 
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admirals  of  the  red  ;  John  Rey- 
nolds,   Efq;    Sir   Hugh    Pallifer, 
Bart.  Hon.  John  liyron,  Matthew 
Barton,  Efq^  Sir  Peter  Parker,  ^nt. 
HoQ.  Samael  BarringtOD,  Ma  riot 
Aiburthnot,    Efq;    Robert    Rod* 
dam,  Efq;    George  Darby,   Efq; 
John  Campbell,  Efq;  (vice-admi- 
rals of  the  blue)  to  l)e  vice-admi- 
rals of  the  white ;  James  Gacnbier, 
Efq;  William  Lloyd,    Efq;    Fra. 
William  Drake,  Efq;  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  K*B.  Hyde 'Parker,  Efq; 
{rear-admirals  of  the  red)   John 
Evans,  Efq;  Mark  Milbanke,  £f<|; 
(rear-admirals  of  the  white)  to  be 
vice-admirals  of  the   blue ;  Nic. 
Vincent,    Efq;    John  Storr,  Efq; 
Sir  Edward  Vernon,  Knt.  (rear- 
ad  oiirals  of  the  white)  to  be  rear- 
admirals  of  the  red ;  Joihua  Row- 
ley, Efq;  Richard  Edwards,   Efq; 
Thomas  Graves,  Efq;  Robert  Dig- 
by,Efq;  SirJohnLockhartRofs,Bc. 
(lear-adroirals  of  the  blue)  to  be 
rear-  ad  m  irals  of  the  red .     A  n  d  the 
following  captains  were  alfo  ap- 
pointed Hag-ofiicers,  viz.  Charles 
Webber,  ESj;  Wm^Langdon,  Efq; 
Benjamin  Marlow,  Efq;  Alexander 
Hood,  Efq;  Alexander  Inncs,  Efq; 
rear-admirals   of  the   white ;    Sir 
ChaL  Ogle,  Knt.  Sir  Sim.  Hood, 
Bart.   Matthew  Moore,   Efq;    Sir' 
Richard    Hughes,    BarL    Francis 
Samuel  Drake,  Efq;  Rich.  Kem- 
penfelt.  Efq;  rear-admirals  of  the 
blue. 

James  Earl  of  Saliftury,  Trea- 
furer  of  the  Houfehold,  fworn  of 
the  Privy  Council- . 

Earl  Talbot,  and  his  heirs  male, 
the  dignity  of  a  Baron  of  Great 
Britain,  by  the  name,  (lil?,  and 
title,  of  Baron  Dinevor,  of  Dine- 
Tor  iif  the  county  of  Caermarthenj- 
with  remainder  to  his  daughter. 
Lady  Cecil  Rice^  widow«  anJ  her 


heirs  male.  Lord  Vifcount  GAg^ 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and 
his  heirs  male,  the  dignity  of  a 
Baron  of  Great  Britain,  by  die 
name,  ftile,  and  title,  of  Baroa 
Gage  of  Firle  in  Suflex,  The  foU 
lowing  gentlemen,  and  their  heirs 
male,  the  dignity  of  a  Baron  of 
Great  Britain,  vi«.  the  Hon.  Jamc$ 
Bruden'ell,  Baron  Brucienell,  of 
Beene  in  the  county  of  Northamp- 
ton.—The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
De  Grey,  jCnt.  Baron  Walfingr 
ham,  of  Walfingbam  in  Norfolk.— 
Sir  William  Bagot,  Bart.  Baron 
Bagcrt,  of  Bagot's  Bromley  in 
StaiFordfliire.— The  Hon.  Charlea 
Fitzroy,  Lord  Southampton,  Baroa 
of  Southampton  in  Hants.— Hen. 
Herbert,  Efq;  Baron  Portchellcr, 
of  Highclere,  in  the  county  of 
Souchampion. 

The  Right  Hon.  Frederick,  Earl 
of  Carliile,  to  be  Lieut.  Gen.  and 
Governor  of  his  Majefty's  kingdom 
of  Ireland* 

William  Eden,  Efq;  to  be  prin- 
cipal Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieut* 
and  of  his  Majefty's  molt  honour- 
ble  Privy  Council  in  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland. 

Sir  Thomas  Pye,  Lieut.  Gen* 
of  Marines. 

B.  Thompfon,  Efq;  under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Northern 
department. 

NovE  M$e  R. 
His   R.    H.    Prince  Frcderickt 
Bifliop  of  Ofnaburg,    colonel    in 
the  army,  by  brevet,  bearing  date 
the  I  ft  of  Nov.  1780, 

Lieut.  Gen.  William  Auguftos 
Pitt,  colonel  of  the  loth  reg.  of 
drnj;oons- 

Hon*  Major  General  Vaughan, 
Governor  ol  Berwick. 

Right  Hon.  Charles  Wolfran 
Cornwall,  fpcaker   of  the  Houfe 
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l>f  Commons,  fwprn  of  the  Privy 
Council. 

Thomas  Wrqughton,  Efq;  En- 
voy Extraordinary  to  the-  King  of 
Sweden^  to  the  moft  honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath. 

Sir  George  Brydgcs  Rodney,' 
Bart.  Admiral  of  the  White  fqua- 
dron  of  his  Majedy'a  fleet,  ai\d 
Commander  in  Chief  of  all  his 
Majeftv's  ihios  and  veiTels  employr 
ed  at  Barbaaoes  and  the  Leeward 
Iflands,  to  the  moft  honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath. 

December. 

The  King  has  been  pleafed  to 
prdei'  letters  patent  to  be  pafTed 
under  the  great  feal  of  the  King- 
dom of  Ireland,  containing  his 
Majefty's  grants  of  the  dignity  of 
a  baron  of  the  faid  kingdom  unto 
the  following  gentlemen,  and  their 
heirs  male,  by  the  names,  fliles, 
and  cities,  as  under- mentioned, 
viz.  James  IJennis,  Efq;  Chief 
Baron  of  his  Majefty's  Court  of 
Exchequer  in  Ireland,  Baron  Trac- 
ton,  of  Tradton-Abbey,  in  the 
county  of  Cork. 

Sir  Robert  Tilfon  Deane,  Bart. 
Baron  Mufkerry,  in  the  county  of 
Cork. 

Almar  Lowry  Corry,  Efq;  Baron 
Belmore,  of  Caftlccoole,  in  the 
county  of  Fermanagh. 

Thomas  Knox,  Efq;  Baron 
Welles,  of  Dungannon,  in  the 
county  of  Tyrone. 

Johi)  Baker  Holroyd,  Efq;  Ba- 
ron Sheffield,  of  Dunamore,  in 
the  county  of  Meath. 

Alfo  like  letters  patent,  con- 
taJDing  his  Majefty's  grants  of  the 
digniry  of  a  vifcount  of  the  faid 
kingdom  unto  the  following  noble- 
men, and  their  heirt  male,  by  the 
ftames  ftiles,  and  titles,  as  un- 
dermentioned, viz. 

'jumcs  Barca  LiiTord,  his  Ma- 


jefty*s  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  Vift 
count  Lifford,  of  LifFord^  in  the 
county  of  Donnegall. 

Otway  Lord  Dcfart,  Vi(coiint 
pefart,  ,of  Qefart,  in  the  county 
of  Kilkenny. 

John  Baron  Erne,  Vifcount 
Erne,  of  Crum  Caftle,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Fermanagh. 

Barry  Lord  Farnh^m,  Vifcount 
Farnham,  of  Fi^rnhamj  Iq  the 
county  of  Cavan. 

Simon  Lord  Irnham,  ViA:ouDr 
Carhampton,  of  Caftlehaven>  in 
the  county  of  Cork. 

Bernard  Lord  Bangor^  VifcoanC 
Bangor,  of  Caflleward,  ia  the 
county  of  Downe. 

Pcnyfton  Lord  Melbourne,  Vif- 
count Melbourne,  'of  Kilmore,  in 
the  county  of  Cavan. 

James  Lord  Cliiden,  Vifcount 
Clifden,  ofGowran,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Kilkenny. 

John  Lord  Naas,  Vifcount  Mayo, 
of  Monecrottcr. 

Alfo  like  letters  patent,  con< 
taining  his  Majefty's  grant  of  the 
dignities  of  baron  and  ear!  of  the 
faid  kingdom  unto  Henry  Lord 
Vifcount  Conyngham,  and  his 
heirs  male;,  by  the  nam^,  ftile,  and 
title  of  Baron  and  Earl  Conyng- 
ham, of  Mount  Charles,  in  the 
county  of  Donnegall,  with  re- 
mainder of  the  barony  to  his  ne- 
phew Francis  Pierppint  Burton, 
Efq;  and  his  heirs  male. 

And  the  like  letters  patent,  con- 
taining his  Majefty*s  grant  of  the 
dignity  of  an  earl  of  the  faid  king- 
dom unto  Stephen  Lord  Vifcount 
Mount  Caihell,  and  his  heirs  male, 
by  the  name,  ftile,  and  title  of 
Earl  Mount  Cafliell;  of  CafhciJ, 
in  the  county  of  Tippcj-ary. 

The  Earl  t)f  Inchiquin,  John 
O'Neil ,  and  Luke Uardjner,  Efqrs, 
to  be  oi"  hii  Majcfly's  malt  honoq'-- 
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\\s!ie  Privy  Council  in  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland. 

The  King  has  been  oleafed  to 
order  lecten  patent  to  be  pafled 
under  the  great  Teal  of  Ireland* 
containing  his  Majcfty's  grants  of 
the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  that 
kingdom  unto  the  following  gen- 
tlemen, and  their  heirs  male,  viz. 
John  Stuart  Hamilton,  Efq;  of 
Dunnamana,  in  the  county  of  Ty- 
rone; John  Tottenham,  Eiq;  of 
Tottenham? green,  in  the  county 
of  Wexford  ;  and  Neal  0*DonncIl, 
Efq;  of  Newport,  in  the  county  of 
Mayo. 

The  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Lord 
Grantham*  Lord  Robert  Spencer, 
the  Right  Hon.  William  Eden, 
the  Hon.  Thomas  De  Grey,  An* 


b4^ 


drew    Stuart,     Edward    Gibbon* 
Hans  Sloane,  and  Benjanrin  Lang;-  r  cretary,    and   one 
lois,  Elfqrs;    to   be   his   Majefty's     Council  of  Ireland. 
Cofflmiffioners  for  Trade  and  Plan- 


Sir  Nathaniel  Wombwell,  Bart. 

The  Right  Hon.  Hans  Stanley, 
F.R.S.  Cofferer  of  the  liouihold. 
Governor  of  the  lile  of  Wight^ 
Treafurer  of  the  Mufeum*  and 
member  for  Southampton. 

Sir  John  Moore*  Bart,  the  tido 
extind. 

Lady  Head*  relia  of  the  Rev« 
Sir  John,  Bart. 

Chrift.  Blake,  Efq;  brother  of 
Sir  Patrick,  Bart. 

Mifd  Frances  MackwortJi,  eldcft 
daughter  of  Sir  Herbert*  Bart. 

Dowager  Lady  Blois*  xelid  of 
Sir  Ralph*  Bart. 

Lady  of  Sir  James  Hereford, 
Bart. 

Sir  Thomas  Fleetwood*  Bart« 

Lady  Diana  Middleton. 

RightHon.  Thomas  Waitc,  Se- 
of   the    Privy 


utions. 

Charles  Middleton*  Efq;  Sir 
John  Williams,  Knt.  Edmund 
Hunt,  George  Mar(h,  Timothy 
Brett,  William  Palmer,  and  Wil- 
liana  Bate  man*  Efqrs ;  Sir  Richard 
Temple*  Bart.  Edward  Le  Cras* 
Samuel  Waljis,  Paul  Henry  Our- 
ry,  Henry  Martin*  and  Charles 
Proby*  Efqrs ;  and  Sir  Andrew 
Snape  Hammond*  Knt.  to  be  his 
Majefty's  Commtifioners,  in  qua- 
lity of  principal  officers  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's navy. 

The  Duke  of  Montague*  to  be 
his  Majefty's  Mafter  of  the  horfe. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Ayleft>ury,  to  be  Chamberlain  of 
her  MajeHy's  Houfhold. 


DEATHS,    1780. 


Ja  K  u  A  a  y. 
Lady   Hadfoa,    rclift 
Charles*  Bart. 


of    Sir 


Right  Hon.  Lady  Jane  Boyle, 
fifter  to  Richard  Earl  of  Burling- 
ton. 

Mifs  Martha  Abdy*  daughter  of 
Sir  Anthony*  Bart. 

Her  Royal  Highnefi  Lonifa 
Amelia  of  Brunfwick,  Princeli 
Dowager  of  Pru0ia,  and  mother 
to  the  Hereditary  Vrincc  of  Pruffia, 
and  to  the  fpoufe  of  the  Prince 
Stadtholder.     . 

The  lady  of  Sir  Alexander  Gil- 
mour,  Bart,  at  Alnwick. 
.  Sir  William  Sharp,  Bart,  in 
Great  Titchfield  -  ftreet.  Major 
General  in  the  Portoguefe  fervice* 
and  Governor  of  the  province  of 
Minbo.  ... 

February. 

Lady  Fowlis,  relidl  of  Sir  Wil- 
Jiam,  Bart. 

.    Dr.  Richard  Richmond*  Biftiop 
of  Sodor  and  Man. 

Lady  Davett,  mo'her  of  Sir 
Charles,  Bart. 

Lady 
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Lady  Lucy  Douglas,  daugkter 
of  the  Duke  of  Montrofe. 

Samael  Egcrton,  Efij;  of  Tat- 
ton :  he  was  the  only  furviving  Ton 
of  John  Eierton,  grandfon  of  John 
Earl  of  Bndgewacer  hy  Lady  EHz. 
Cavendiihy  daughter  to  John  Duke 
of  Newcaftlc. 

Sir  William  Blackftone,  Knr. 
udge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
leas. 

Dowager  Countefs  of  Kildare. 

Lady  Catherine  Pelham*  ranger 
of  Greenwich  Park .  -She  was  iiiier 
of  .the  late  Duke  of  Leeds,  and 
married,  1726,  to  the  late  Hon. 
Henry  Pclbam,  by  whom  (he  had 
two  Tons,  who  died  young  of  an 
epidemical  fever. 

Countefs  Dowager  of  Eglin- 
Coun. 

'Lady  Jenkinfon,  mother  of  Sir 
Banks,  Bart. 

His  Serene  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Modena. 

His  Serene  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Brunfwick. 

MxacH. 

The  Right  Rev.  Doaor  John 
Ofwald,  Bifhop  of  Raphoe. 

Right  Hon,  Lady  Mulgrave. 

Lord  Fortefcae  Aland. 

Mrs.  Gulfton,  wife  of  Jofeph 
Gulfton,  Efq;  and  filler  of  the 
prefent  Sir  S,  Stepney,  Bart. 

MifsLetitiaBeauchamp,  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  W,  Beauchamp  Prodtor, 
9art« 

General  Defagnliers,  of  the  ar- 
tillery. 

Hon.'Topham  Beauclerk,  only 
fon  of  Lord  Sidney  Beauclerk. 

Charlotte,  rsHd  of  the  late  Sir 
William  Saoderfon,  Bart,  and 
daughter  of  Sir  R.  Gough,  of 
Edgebaflon. 

Right  Hon'  Lady  Anne  Sophia 


Egerton,  wife  of  the  Bilhop  of 
Durham.  Her  ladyOiip  was  the 
daughter  of  Henry,  late  Duke  of 
Kent,  by  the  Lady  Sophia  Bentinck, 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  {Portland. 

Lady  Gooch,  relink  of  the  Right 
Rev.  Sir  Thomas  Gooch,  Bart, 
late  Lord  Biihop  of  Ely.  Her 
ladyfhip  was  the  daughter  of — — 
Comptdn,  Efq;  and  nearly  related 
to  the  prefent  Eaii  of  Northamp- 
ton. 

9ir  Francis  Blake,  Bart. 
April. 

Lady  Ifabclla  Doaglafs,  daugh- 
ter of  William ,  hrfU  Earl  of  March. 

Sir  Adolphus  Oughon,  Lieut. 
Gen.  and  K.S. 

George'  Earl  of  Granard,  one 
of  his  Majefty's  moft  hononrable 
Privy  Council  in  Ireland,  and  a 
Baronet  of  Nova  Scotia ;  by  whofe 
death  the  title  and  eftate  have  de- 
volved on 'his  eldeft  fon.  Lord 
George  Forbes,  now  Earl  of  Gra- 
nard. 

Rev.  Sir  Stephen  Glynne,  Bart. 

Hon.  Henry  St.  John,  fon  of  the 
late,  and  uncle  to  the  prefent. 
Lord  St.  John  of  Bletfoe,  cap- 
tain  of  the  Intrepid  man  of  war, 
on  board  which,  he  was  killed, 
with  his  ift  and  2d  lieutenants,  by 
the  fame  cannon  ball,  in  the  £ght 
with  the  French  fleet  off  Guada- 
loupe.  He  married  Mary  Schuyler 
of  New  York,  by  whom  he  has 
left  ifTue  one  fon  Henry. 

L'^dy  Anne  Hope,  daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  Hopetoun. 
May. 

Hon.  Thomas  Towoihend,  one 
of  the  oldeft  Tellers  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, 

Sir  Charles  Hardy,  Admiral  of 
the  White,  and  commaodcj*  of  the 
fleet. 
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Hon.  Richard  Nafliiu»  brother 
to  the  Earl  of  Rochford. 

Mifs  Elizabeth  Edta,  daughter 
of  Sir  John  Eden,  Bare. 

Lady  Sophia  NeviHe,  daughter 
of  the  late,  and  Mer  to  the  prefent 
Eari  of  Gainfborongh, 

Sir  Godfrey;  Webfter,  Bart,  of 
Battle  Abbey  in  Soflex.  His  title 
defcends  to  his  erdeft  fon,  now  Sir 
Godfrey  Webfter,  Bart. 

Sir  Charlton  Leighton^  Bart. 
He  is  fucceeded  by  hia  fon»  now 
Sir  Charlton. 

Lady  Mary  Lyon^  daughter  of 
the  late  Earl  of  Strath  more. 
Sir  Hrn.  Englefield^  Bart. 
Sir  Anthony  fiacbannao,  Bart. 
Sir  Thomaa  Cave,  Bart. 
Lady  Srandifh,  mother  of  Sir 
Frank,  Bart. 

June. 
Dame  Rachael  Morgan,  reli^  of 
Sir  William  Morgan,  of  Tredegar, 
K.  B.     an^d    daughter    of    WiU 
liam  fecond  Dnce  of  Devonfbire» 
by  Rachael  daughter  of  William 
Lord  Ruflel. 
Lady  Jane  Strickland. 
Sir  T.  Gerrard,  Bart. 
Sir  John  Turner,  Bart. 

July. 
In  the  7 1  ft  .year  of  his  age,  at 
bis  hoofe   in  Woolwich   Warren, 
William  Belford,  £)ft|;  colonel  of 
the  ift  battalion  of  the  royal  reg. 
of  artillery,  and  a  general  ia  the 
army. 
Sir  J.  Hobby  Mill,  Bart. 
Mils   Frances   Blalce,   youngeil 
daughter  of  Sir  Patrick  Blake. 

Lady  Goring,  wife  of  Sir  Harry, 

Bart. 

Sir  Andrew  Middlfton,  Bart. 

John  Moreton,  Ei'q;  Chief  Juf- 

lice  of  Chefter,  Attorney-gejieral 

io  the  Queen,  deputy  Highlewaid 


of  the  oniverfity  of  Oxford,  and 
member  for  Wigan  in  Lanca^re. 

Lady  Vifcountefs  Dbwager  Tyr- 
CGRinel. 

Sir  Charles  Halford,  Bart. 
Lady  VifcounteftMahon,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham. 

The  lady  of  thr  Right  Hon.  the 
Earl  of  Hilllborough,  at  his  k>rd« 
flitp'a  honfe  in  Haoover-fquare. 
Her  lady(hip  was  only  daughter  of 
Edward  Stawell,  4ch  and  lad  Lord 
Stawell,  firft  married  to  the  late 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Bilfbn  Lcgge» 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
was  created  a  peerefs  by  the  title 
of  Baronefs  Stawell,  \<rhich  title 
defcetKls  to  her  fon,  Mr.  Legge, 
now  Lord  Stawell. 

Hon.  Lady  Sufaana  Houfton, 
reiift  of  Sir  Thomas,  Bart. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Page,  relia  of 
the  late  Thomas  Page,  Efq;  and 
aunt  to  Lord  Vifcount  Howe. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  Charles 
Alexander,  Duke  of  Lorrain  aiid 
Bar,  &c.  Grand  Mafter  of  the 
Teutonic  Order,  &c.  and  Gover- 
nor' and  Captain -general  of  the 
Auifaian  Netherlauds. 
Ay  GUST. 
The  Dowager  Countefs  Cowpcr, 
third  daughter  of  John  Earl  Gran* 
ville^firft  married  to  the  Hon.  Joha 
Spencer,  and  mother  of  the  pre* 
fent  Earl  Spencer,  afterward^  mar* 
ried  to  the  late  Earl  Cowper,  but 
was  not  mother  of  the  prefeiH 
carl.     / 

At  Sudbury,  Derby  (hire,  George 
-Venables  Lord  Veroon.  His  lord- 
ihip  was  born  Feb.  9,  1709,  and 
was  created  "Lord  Vcrnou,  and 
Baroa  of  Kinderton,  May  12, 
1762.  He  is  fucceeded  in  his  title 
by  the  Hon.  George  Venables 
Vernon,  born  May  9,  1735. 

The 
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The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  George 
Chinnery,  Lord  Bilhop  of  Cloync. 

Thomas  George  Lord  Vifcount 
and  Baron  Southwell.  His  lord- 
ihip  was  born  May  4,  172 1,  and 
fucceeded  his  father  in  1760.  He 
married  Mifs  Hamilton  in  1741, 
by  whom  he  has  left  iifa^  three  Tons 
and  a  daughter. 

At  Lyons  in  France,  the  Hon< 
John  Roper,  fecond  Ton  to  Lord 
Teynham. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Clarges,  fitter 
to  Lord  BarringtoUy  and  mother 
of  Sir  T.  Clarges,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  John  Drummondi 
commonly  called  Lord  Dram- 
mond,  eldeft  fon  to  the  Earl  of 
Perth. 

At  Knntsford,  Lady  Betty  War- 
burton,  reliA  of  the  late  Sir  Peter 
Warbnrton,  and  daughter  of  the 
late  Earl  of  Derby. 

Sir  Theod.  Boaghton^  Bart. 

Lady  Aihburnham^  wife  of  the 
Bi(hop  of  Chichefler. 

Lord  Vifcount  Alhbrook,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

SbPTRU  BEK. 

Hon.  Lady  Camilla  Wallop. 

Sir  Thomas  Dyer,  Bart. 

Sir  John  Fielding,  Knt,  one  of 
his  Majeily's  Juftices  of  the  Peace 
for  th€  counties  of  Middlefex,  Ef- 
fex,  Herts,  Kent,  Surry,  and  the 
chy  and  liberty  of  Weftminfter. 

Mrs.  Wingfield,  mother  to  Lady 
St.  Aubin,  and  relift  of  the  late 
William  Wingfield,  Efq.  She  was 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir  William 
Williamfon,  and  fifter  to  the  pre- 
fent  Sir  Hedworth  Williamfon, 
Bart. 

Moft  noble  the  Marcbionefs  of 
Lothian. 

Right  Hon.  Peter  Earl  of  Alta- 
mont,  Vifcount  We/ipor^,  Baron 
Mounteagie,  &c. 


Lieutenant-gen,  Skinner,  chief 
engineer  of  Great  Britain. 

Right  Hon*  Lady  Widdring- 
ton. 

October. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Hatton  Boyle. 

Hon.  Elizabeth  St.  John,  fifter 
to  the  late  Lord  St.  John  of  Bletfoe. 

Anth.  Chamier,  Efq;  under  Se- 
cretary of  State,  M.P.  and  F.R.S. 

Mifs  Nelthorpe,  fifter  to  Sir 
John,  Bart. 

Sir    John     Mordaunt,     K.    B. 
general,  and  colonel  of  the  14th 
regiment  of  dragoons. 
November. 

Sir  George  Worn bwel I,  Bart. 

Lady  Pectus,  relidt  of  Sir  Ho- 
race. 

Ri^ht  Hon.  Conntefs  of  Don- 
negal. 

Sir  James  Stewart  Denham,  Bt. 
'  Sir  Savilie  Slingfby,  Bart. 

Her  Imperial  Majefty  departed 
this  life  at  Vienna  on  Nov,  29. 
about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
Her  illnefs,  though  but  of  (horc 
duration,  was  exceedingly  pain- 
ful. 

The  Hon.  William  Boyd,  young- 
eft  brother  to  the  late  l^arl  of 
Errol. 

Right  Hon.  Thomas  Willoogh- 
by.  Lord  Middleton,  and  Baronet. 
His  lordihip  was  born  Jan.  26, 
1728,  and  fucceeded  his  brother 
Francis,  the  late  lord,  Dec.  15*, 
1774.  He  married  April  14,  1770, 
Mifs  Chadwick,  by  whom  he  has 
left  no  ifTue,  on  which  account 
the  title  is  fuppofed  to  be  extin^. 

Mrs.  Helien  Duffy,  Lady  Bxaco. 
Decf.mber. 

Right  Hon.  Countefs  Dowager 
of  Sheiburne. 

Sir  Chriftophcr  Traes,  Bart, 
colonel  of  the  Corniih  miiilia. 
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R:ght  Hon.  Lady  Coleraine.  MiTs  Ailong.  only  daughter  of 

Hon.  Lady  Mary  Lcilie,  youngell  the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Frances  Af- 

daughter     of     the     Countefs    of  long. 

Rothes.  Sir  James  Barnaby,  Bart. 

Mrs.   £.   Wynn,  fitter  to  the  Right  Hon.  John  Lord  Vifcoant 

late  Sir  John»  Bart.  Dgwne. 

Mifs  Frances  £wer»    daughter  Sir  H.  Lippincott,  Bart, 

of  the  lace  6i(hop  of  Bangor,  Sir  Thomas  Stapylton»  Bart, 
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Account  of  the  late  Riots  in  the  Citiii 
tf^LoDdon  and  Weftminfter. 

In  the  laft  Sefllon  of  the  late  Par- 
liamentf  an  Adl  was  palTcd  in 
Favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics* 
in  titled,  An  AB  for  nlUving  his 
Majeffs  Suhje3s  proftjjing  thi 
Popijh  Religion,  from  certain  Pe^ 
nalties  and  Difabilities  impofed  on 
them  by  an  AH  made  in  the  EU- 
*ventb  and  T^welfth  Tears  of  the 
Reign  of  King  William  the  Thirds 
intituled,  '  An  Aa  for  the  further 
presenting  the  Gro^Mth  of  Popery  i* 
of  which  AQ.,  the  following  is 
an  AbHraa. 

THE  preamble  recites,   that 
it  is  expedient  to  repeal  cer- 
tain provifions  in  the  ad  of  King 
William  ;  and  the  clau fes  repealed, 
are  as  follow : 

*  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  ad 
as  relates  to  the  apprehending, 
taking,  or  profeouting  of  Popifti 
bifiiops,  priefls,  or  jefuits;  and 
alfo  io  much  of  the  faid  ad  as  fub- 
jefts  Popifh  bifhops,  priefts  or  je- 
fuits, and  Papifts,  or  perfons  pro- 
fcillDg  the  Popifh  religion,  and 
keeping  fchool,  or  taking  upon 
thcmfclvfs  the  education  or  go- 
vernment or  boarding  of  youth, 
within  this  realih,  or  the  domi« 
nions  thereto  belonging,  to  per- 
petaal  imprifonnunt ;  and  alio  fo 


much  of  the  faid  ad  as  di  fables 
perfons  educated  in  the  Popifli  re- 
ligipn,  or  profefling  the  fame,  un- 
der the  circomftances  therein  men* 
tioned,  to  inherit  or  take  by  de- 
fcent,    devife,    or    limitation »    in 
poiTeflion,  reverfion,  or  remainder* 
any  lands,  tenements,  or  heredi- 
taments,  within  the  kingdom   of 
England,  dominion  of  Wales,  and 
town  of   Berwick   upon   Tweedy 
and  gives  to  the  next  of  kin,   be- 
ing a  Proteftant,  a  right  to  have 
and  enjoy  fuch  lands,  tenements, 
and  hereditaments  ;    and  alfo  (o 
much  of  the  faid  ad  as  difables 
Papifts,  or  perfons  profefling  the 
Popidi  religion,  to  purchafe  any 
manors,  lands,  profits  out  of  lands, 
tenements,  rents,  terms,  or  here- 
ditaments, within  the  kingdom  of 
England,  dominion  of  Wales,  or 
town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and 
makes  void  all  and  fingular  efUiies, 
terms,  and  other  in^erefts  or  pro- 
fits whatever  out  of  lands,  to  be 
made,  fuffered,  or  done,  from  and 
after. the  day  therein  mentionedi 
to  or  for  the  ufe  or  behoof  of  any 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons,    or  .upon 
any  truft  or  confidence,  mediately 
or  immediately,  for  the  relief  of 
any  foch  perfon  or  perlbnsj  (hall 
be,  and  the  fame,  and  every  claufe 
and  matter  and  thing  herein  be- 
fore-mention,   ifr  and  arc  hereby 
repealed. 

•  And 
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•  And  be  it  enaAed  by  the  au- 
tboricy  aforefaid^  That  every  pcr- 
foQ  and  perfons  having  or  claim- 
ing any  lands^  tenements^  or  he- 
reditaments, under  titles  not  hi*' 
therto  litigated,  though  derived 
from  any  defcent,  devife,  limita- 
tion, or  parchafe,  (hall  have,  take, 
hold,  and  enjoy  the  fame,  as  if 
the  faid  a£l,  or  any  thing  therein 
contained,  had  not  been  made; 
any  thing  in  the  faid  ad  contained 
to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

'  Provided  always,  and  be  it 
cnaded.  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained (hall  extend,  or  be  con- 
ftraed  to  aSe€t  any  adion  or  fuit 
now  depending,  which  (hall  be 
profecated  with  effed,  and  without 
delay. 

•  Provided  alfo.  That  nothing 
herein  contained  ihall  extend,  or 
be  conftrued  to  extend,  to  any 
perfon  or  perfons  but  fuch  who 
ihal),  within  the  fpace  of  ^x  ca- 
lendar months  after  the  pafling  of 
this  aft,  or  of  accruing  ot'his,  her, 
or  their  title,  being  of  the  age  of 
twenty- one  years,  or  who,  being 
under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
ihall,  within  fix  months  after  he  or 
ihe  (hall  attain  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  or  being  of  unfound 
mind,  or  in  mifon,  or  beyond  the 
itas,  then  within  fix  months  after 
fuch  difability  removed,  take  and 
fabfcribe  an  oath  in  the  words  fol-  ' 
lowing : 

The  Tkst  or  Oath. 
**  I  A.  B.  do  fi  nee  rely  promife 
and  fwear.  That  I  will  be  faithful 
and  bear  true  alkgiance  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  King  George  the  Third,  and 
him  will  defend,  to  the  utmoft  of 
my  power,  againft  ail  confpiracics 
and  attempts  whatever  that  fhciU 
be  made  againft  his  perfon,  crown, 
Or  dignity  i  and  I  will  do  my  ut- 


moft endeavour  to  difclofe  and 
make  known  to  his  majefty,  lii» 
heirs  and  fucceffors,  all  treafon* 
and  traiterous  confpiracies  which 
may  be  formed  a^ainft  him  or 
them  ;  and  I  do  faithftHly  promife 
to  maintain,  fupport,  and  defend,- 
to  the  utmoft  of  my  power,  thcr 
fucceilion  of  the  crown  in  his  ma-' 
jefty's  family 9  againft  any  perlbn 
or  peribns  whatfoever;  hereby  ut- 
terly renouncing  and  abjuring  any 
obedil^nce  or  allegiance  unto  the 
perfon  taking  upon  himfelf  the 
ftylc  and  title  of  Prince  of  Wales, 
in  the  lifetime  of  his  father,  and 
who,  iince  his  death,  is  faid  to 
have  alTumed  the  ftyle  and  title 
of  King  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
name  of  Charles  the  Third,  and  to 
any  other  perfon  claiming  "or  pre* 
tending  a  right  to  the  crown  of 
thefe  realms :  and  I  do  fwear,  that 
I  do  reje£l  and  deteft,  as  an  un- 
chriftian  and  impious  pofition,. 
That  it  18  lawful  to  murder  or 
deftroy  any  perfon  or  perfons  what- 
foever, for  or  under  pretence  of 
their  being  heritics ;  and  alfo  that 
unchriftian  and  impious  principle. 
That  no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with 
heretics :  I  further  declare,  that 
it  is  no  article  of  my  faith,  and 
that  I  do  renounce,  rejeft,  and 
abjure  the  opinion.  That  princes 
excommunicated  by  the  Pope  and 
council,  or  by  any  authority  of 
the  See  of  Rome,  or  by  any  au- 
thority whatfoever,'  may  be  de- 
pofed  or  murdered  by  their  fub- 
je^ls,  or  any  perfon  whatfoever; 
and  I  do  declare,  that  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  the  Pope  of  Rome,  or 
any  other  foreign  prince,  prelate, 
ftate,  or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought 
to  have,  any  temporal  or  civil  ju* 
rifJiftion,  power,  faperiorlty,  of 
prc-cmiaence^  direc^lytw  indirefU 
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ly»  within  this  realm.     And  I  do 
foremnly,  in  the  prefence  of  Godj 

frofefs,  teftify,  and  declare.  That 
do  make  this  declaration,  and 
Cfcry  part  thereof,  in  the  plain 
and  ordinary  fenfe  of  the  words  of 
this  oath;  without  any  evaiion, 
equivocaiion,  or  mental  refer  ra- 
tion whatever,  and  without  any 
difpenfation  already  granted  by  the 
Pope,  or  any  authority  of  the  See 
of  Rome,  or  any  perfon  whatever ; 
and  without  thinking  that  I  am  or 
can  be  acquitted  before  God  or 
nan,  or  abfolved  of  this  declara- 
tion, or  any  part  thereof,  although 
the  Pope,  or  any  other  perfons  or 
authority  whatfoever,  (hall  diipenfe 
with  or  annul  the  fame,  or  declare 
that  it  was  null  or  void." 

It  concludes  with  reciting  what 
courts  of  judicature  the  oath  is  to 
^  taken,  fubfcribed,  and  regi- 
fiered  in  ;  and  wicn  an  inform  a- 
doo,  that  the  a£l  ihould  not  be 
conltrned  to  extend  to  any  Popifh 
biihop,  priefl,  jefuit,  or  fchool- 
mafter,  who^fhall  not  have  taken 
and  fubfcribed  the  above  oatb,  in 
the  above  words,  before  he  fhall 
have  been  apprehended,  or  any  pro* 
iccution  commenced  againll  him. 

The  original  motion  was  made 
tn  the  lioufe  of  Commons  by  Sir 
George  Savile,  and  received  with 
Bniverf4l  approbation,  and  a  bill 
was  accordingly  brought  in  and 
pafled  both  Houfes  without  a  fingle 
negative. 

An  excention  of  the  fame  relief 
to  the  Catholics  of  Scotland,  was 
alfo  (aid  to  have  been  intended  by 
parliament.  The  report  fpread  ^n 
immediate  alarm  throughout  that 
couniry  ;  focieties  were  formed  for 
the  defence  of  the  Proteftant  faith, 
committees  appointed,  books  dif- 
perfed^  and,  in  (hort^  every  me- 


thod taken  to  inflame  the  zeal  of 
the  people.  Thefe  attempts  being 
totally  negleded  by  government^ 
and  but  feebly  refilled  by  the  more 
liberal  minded  in  that  country,  pro- 
duced all  their  effects,  A  furious 
fpi  rit  of  bigotry  and  per  fecution  (pon 
fhewed  itfelf,  and  broke  out  into 
the  moil  outrageous  adls  of  violence 
and  cruelty  againll  the  Papifts  at 
Edinburgh,  Glafgow,  and  elfe- 
where.  As  government  did  not 
think  it  advifeable  to  repre fs  thi» 
fpirit  by  force,  the  juft  and  bene- 
volent intentions  of  the  legiflature 
were  laid  afide. 
><^  The  fuccefsful  refiftanpe  of  the 
zealots  in  Scotland  to  any  relaxa^ 
tion  of  the  penal  laws  againll  Pa- 
pills,  feems  to  have  given  the  lirfl 
rife  to  the  Proteftant  Ailbciation  in 
England:  for  about  the  fame  time 
bills  were  difperfed,  and  adver- 
tifements  inferted  in  the  news- 
papers, inviting  thofe  who  wifhed 
well  to  the  caufe,  to  unite  under 
that  title  ;  and  Lord  George  Gor- 
don,' who  had  been  fo  adive  at  the 
head  of  the  malecontents  in  Scot- 
land, was  chofcn  their  prefident. 
On  Monday,  May  29,  a  meeting  ; 
was  held  at  Coach-makers-halJ, 
purfuant  to  public  advertifement, 
in  order  to  confider  of  the  mode  of 
prefenting  a  petition  to  the  Houfe  ' 
of  Commons.  Lord  George  Gor- 
don took  the  chair,  and  after  a 
long  inflammatory  harangue,  in 
which  he  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
his  hearers  of  the  rapid  and  alarm- 
ing progrefs  that  Propery  was  mak- 
ing in  this  kingdom  ;  he  proceed- 
ed to  obferve,  that  the  only  way  ! 
to  ilop  it  was  going  in  a  firm,  man-  f 
\y,  and  refolute  manner  to  the 
Houfe,  and  fliewing  their  rcpre- 
fentatives  that  they  were  deter- 
mined to  prcferye  their  religious 
frecdoin 
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freedom  with  their  lives.  That, 
for  his  part,  he  would  ran  all  ha-* 
2ards  with  the  people;  and  if  the 
people  were  too  lukewarm  to^  run 
all  hazards  with  him,  when  their 
Vtnfclence  and  their  country  call 
them  forth,  they  might- get  ano- 
ther president ;  for  he  would  tell 
them  candidly,  that  he  was  not  a 
lukewarm  man  himfelf,  and  that 


in  ranks,  and  waiting  for  their 
leader.  Abottt  eleven  o'clock. 
Lord  George  arrived,  and  gave  di- 
redllons  in  what  manner  he  would 
have  them  proceed,  and  about 
twelve,  one  pai-ty  was  ordered  to 
go  round  over  London-bridge,  ano- 
ther over  Blackfriars,  and  a  third 
to  follow  him  over  V/eftminftcr. 
A  roll  of  parchment,  containing 


if  they  meant  to  fpcnd  their  time    the  names  of  thofe  who  had  figned 


in  mock  debate  and  idle  oppofi- 
tioB,  they  might  get  another  lead- 
er. This  fpeech  was  received  with 
the  loudell  applaufe,  and  his  lord- 
ihip  then  moved  the  following  rc- 
folution  :  **  That  the  whole  body 
of  the  Proteftant  AfTociaiion  do  at- 
tend in  Saint  George's- fields,  on 
Friday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  to  accompany  his  lord- 
Riip  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on 
the  delivery  of  the  Proteftant  peti- 
tion ;"  which  was  carried  unani-- 
moufly.  His  lordfhip  then  in- 
formed then?,  that  if  lefs  than 
2o,ood  of  his  fellow-citizens  at- 
tended him  on  that  day,  he  would 
not  prefent  their  petition  ;  and  for 
the  better  obfervance  of  order,  he 


the  petition,  was  borne  before 
them.  They  proceeded  with  great 
decorum  on  their  route,  and  tht 
whole  body  was  aiTembled,  about 
half  pall  two,  before  both  Houfea 
of  parliament,  on  which  occafion 
they  gave  a  general  Ihout* 

But  however  peaceable  and  well 
difpofed  fome  of  them  might  be, 
others  foon  began  to  cxercife  the 
mod  arbitrary  power  over  both 
Lords  and  Commons,  by  obliging 
almoft  all  the  members  to  put  blue 
cockades  in  their  hatSi  and  call 
out,  «  No  Popery  1'  Some  they 
compelled  to  take  oaths  to  vote  foi^ 
the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  aft, 
others  they  infulted  in  the  moft  in- 
decent and  violent  manner.    They 


moved,  tTiat  th'^y  fhould  arrange  *took  pofl«!ffion  of  all  the  avenues 


themfelves  in  four  divifions;  the 
Proteftants  of  the  city  of  London 
on  the  right ;  thofc  of  the  city  of 
Wcdminfter  on  the  left ;  the  bo- 
rough of  South  wark  third ;  and  the 
people  of  Scotland  refident  in  Lon- 
don and  its  environs  to  form  the  lad 
diviiion ;  and  that  they  might  know 
their  friends  from  their  enemies, 
he  added,  that  every  real  Protef- 
tant, and  friend  of  the  petition, 
fhould  come  with  blue  cockades  in 
their  hats. 

Accordingly,  on  Friday,  June  i, 

at  ten    in    the   forenoon,     leveral 

thoufands  alTemblcd  at  the  place 

appointed,  marftialling  themlclves 

Vol.  XXliL 


up  to  the  very  doors  ,  of  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  which  they 
twice  attempted  to  ,  force  open. 
The  Archbi(hop  of  York  was  one 
of  the  firll  they  attacked.  As  foon 
as  his  coach  was  known  coming 
down  Parliament-ftreet,  he  was  ta- 
inted with  hilTes,  groans,  and 
hootings.  The  Lord'Prefident  of 
the  Council,  Lord  Bathurft,  they 
pufhed  about  in  the  rudell  manner, 
and  kicked  violently  on  the  legs. 
Lord  Mansfield  had  the  glaffes 
of  his'  carriage  broken,  the  pan- 
ne Is  beat  in,  and  narrov^ly  efcap- 
ed  with  life.  The  Duke  of  Nor- 
thnmberland  had  his  pocket  pick- 
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ed  of  his  warch.  The  Bifhop  of 
LitchfielJ  had  hi.-^gowa  torn.  The 
wheels  of  the  Biihop  of  Lincoln's 
carriage  were  taken  off,  and  his 
loiJlhip  efcaped  with  life,  being 
obliged  to  fec^k  fhelterin  the  houfe 
of  Mr.  Aikinfon,  an  Attorney, 
where  he  changed  his  clbaths, 
and  padc  his  efcape  over  the  leads 
of  the  adjacent  houfes. 

The  Lords  Town  (he  nd  and 
Hilliborough  cr.me  together,  and 
were  greatly  infultcd,  and  fent 
into  the  Houfe  without  their  bags, 
.ind  wi-th  their  hair  hanging  loofe 
on  their  fhoulders.  The  coach  of 
Lord  Stormont  was  broken  to 
pieces,  himfelf  in  the  hands  of 
the  mob  for  near  half  an  hour : 
he  was  refcued  at  lail  by  a  gentle- 
man, who  harangued  the  mob, 
and  prevailed  on  the^n  to  defilh 
Lords  Aihburnham  and  Bollon 
were  treated  with  the  utmoll  in- 
dignity, particularly  Lord  Bollen, 
who  was  fo  long  in  their  power 
that  it  was  propofcd  by  feme  of 
the  peers  to  go  as  a  body,  and  en- 
deavour, by  their  prefencc,  to 
extricate  him  ;  but  whilft  they 
were  deliberating,  his  lordfhip 
efcaped  without  any  material 
hurt.  Lnrif  Willoughby  de  Broke, 
Lord  ^Jr.  John,  Lord  Dudley,  and 
many  others,  were  perfonally  ill 
treated;  and  V/eUbore  Ellis,  Efq; 
WHS  obl:[.,cd  to  tjke  refuge  in  the 
Ciii!:ihiil'l  of  Wellminfter  (whither 
he  was  purfued)  the  windows  of 
which  v.'iT?  broke,  the  doors 
forced,  and  Juilice  .Addington, 
with  all  the  con flables,,  c.Ypcikd: 
Mr.  Kllis  eicapt'd  with  the  utmoft 
h.!7ard. 

L.;rd  Ccor^e  Gordon,  during 
thcfc  unwarrpn table  proceedings, 
came  f.  veral  times  to  the  top  of 
thw^  gr.'Jt-ry  ilairs,  whence  he  ha- 


rangued the  people,  and  infofftiei 
them  of  the  bad  fucccfs  their  pe- 
tition was  like  to  meet  with,  and 
marked  out  fuch  members  as  were 
oppofing  Jt,  particularly  Mr, 
Burke,  the  member  for  Briilol. 
He  told  them,  at  firfl,-  that  it 
was  propofed  to  take  it  into 
coniidcration  on  Tuefday,  in  a 
Committee  of  the  Hoyfe,  but 
that  he  did  not  like  delays,  for 
the  parliament  might  be  pro- 
rogued by  that  time. 

He  afterwards  came  and  faid, 
*  Gentlemen,  the  alarm  has  gone 
forth  for  many  miles  round  the 
city.  You  have  got  a  very  good 
prince,  who,  as  ibon  as  he  lliail 
hear  the  alarpa  has  fcized  fach  a 
number  of  men,  will  no  doubt 
fend  down  private  orders  to  hi-; 
miniilers  to  enforce  the  prayer  of 
your  petition.' 

General  Conway,  and  feveral 
other  members,  expoHulated  with 
him  very  warmly  on  the  mifchicfs 
that  might  arife  from  fuch  con- 
du6l ;  and  Colonel  Gordon,  a  near 
relation  of  his  iordfiiip's,  went  up 
to  him,  and  accofted  him  in  the 
following  manner:  '  My  Lord 
George,  do  you  intend  to  bring^ 
your  rafcally  adherents  into  the 
Houfe  of  Commons?  If  you  do — 
the  firfl  man  of  them  that  enters, 
1  will  plunge  my  fword  not  into 
his,  but  into  your  body.' 

While  his  lordfhip  was  making; 
his  fecond  fpecch  to  the  mob, 
another  of  l^is  relations.  General 
Grant,  came  behind  him,  and 
endeavoured  to  draw  him  back 
into  the  Houfe,  and  faid  to  him, 
*  For  God's  fake.  Lord  George  I 
do  not  lead  thefe  poor  people  into 
any  danger.'— His  lordihip,  how- 
ever, made  the  general  no  anfwcr, 
bur    continued     his    harangue — 

•   You 
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'  Vou  fee,  faid  he,  ia  this  effort 
to  perfuadc  me  f  om  my  duty, 
before  your  eyes,  an  inilance 
of  the  difHculties  I  have  to  en- 
Cv^anter  with  from  fuch  wife  men' 
of  this  world  as  my  honourable 
friend  behind  my  back.* 

Alderman  Sawbridge  and  others 
cnd:avourcd  to  perfuadc  the  peo- 
ple to  clear  the  lobby,  but  to  no 
porpofc.  The  AfTilUnt  to  the 
Chaplain  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons like  wife  addreficd  them, 
but  gained  nothing  except  curfes. 
Soon  after  thist  a  party  of  horfe 
and  foot  guards  arrived.  J u (lice 
Addington  was  at  the  head  of  the 
horfe,  and  was  received  with 
hiJTcs ;  but  on  his  affuring;  the 
people  that  his  difpofiticn  towards 
them  was  peaceable,  r*nd  that  he 
would  order  the  foldiers  away,  if 
they  would  give  their  honour  to 
difperfe,  he  gained  their  good  will. 
Accordingly  the  cavalry  galloped 
ciT,  and  upwards  of  fix  hundred 
of  the  petitioners,  after  giving  the 
tnagiftrate  three  cheers,  departed. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  day  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons had  been  taken  up  in  de- 
bates' concerning  ihc  mob.  When 
they  had  obtained  fome  dtgrco  of 
order.  Lord  George  introduced 
his  bpfinefs  with  inwming  them, 
that  he  had  before  him  a  Petition 
Signed  by  nezir  o^e  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  of  his  majeily's 
protcftant  fubjefts,  praying,  *  A 
ft'peal  of  the  aft  pafl*ed  the  laft 
Ici&on  in  favour  of  the  Roman 
Citholics,'  and  moved  to  have  the 
laid  petition  brought  up. 

Mr.  Alderman  Bull  feconded 
the  motion,  and  leave  was  given 
accordingly. 

^  Having  brought  up  the  petition, 
^li  Lord&ip  then  moved  to  have 


it  taken  into  immediate  confider^ 
ation,  and  was  again  feconded  bf 
Mr.  Alderman  Bull; 

After  fome  debate,  the  Houfe 
divided,  and  there  appeared  6  fbr 
the  petition,  and  19a  againft  it^ 
Soon  after  this  the  Houfe  adjourn* 
ed,  and  the  mob  having  difperfed 
from  the  avenues  of  both  Houfes, 
the  gfuards  were  ordered  home. 

Though  order  and  tranquillity 
were  re-eftabliihed  in  this  part  of 
the  town,  it  was  far  otherwife 
elfewhere.  The  mob  paraded  oir 
in  different  diviilons  from  Palace- 
yard,  and  fome  of  them  went  to 
the  Romifh  Chapel  in  Duke-ftrect# 
Lincoln's-inn-fields;,  others  to  that 
in  Warwick-ftrect,GoIden-fquare^ 
both  of  which  they  in  a  great 
meafure  demoliftied*  The  mili* 
tary  were  fcnt  for,  but  could  not 
arrive  time  enough  at  either  to 
prevent  mifchief.  Thirteen  of 
the  rioters  were  however  taken, 
at)d  the  mob,  for  that  night,  dif« 
perfed. 

The  riots,  which  were  fo  dlarm« 
ing  on  the  Friday  eveningj  parti/ 
fubfided  on  Saturday;  but  on 
Sunday  in  the  afternoon,  the  ri- 
oters affembled  again  in  large  bo- 
dies, and  attacked  the  chapels 
and  dwelling-houfes  of  the  ca- 
tholics in  and  about  Moorfieids. 
They  ftript  their  houfes  of  furni- 
ture, and  their  chapels  not  only 
of  the  ornaments  and  inftgnia  of 
religion,  but  tore  up  the  altars, 
pulpits,  pews,  and  benches,  and 
made  fires  of  them,  leaving  nor- 
thing but  the  bare  walls. 

On  Monday  the  rioters  collefted 
again.  Some  paraded  with  the 
reliques  of  havock,  which  thev  col- 
le^ed  in  Moorfields,  as  far  as 
Lord  George  Gordon's  houfe  in 
Welbeck  *  ilreetj    and  afterwards 
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burnt  them  in  the  adjacent  fields. 
Another  party  went  to  Virginia- 
lane,  Wapping,  and  a  third  to 
Nightingale- lane,  Eaft-  S  mith  field, 
wifcre  they  feverally  deftroyed  the 
catholic  chapels,  and  committed 
other  OQtrages.  Mr.  Rainiforth, 
tallow  -  chandler^  of  Stanhope. 
ftfeet,  Clare  -  market,  and  Mr. 
Maherly,  of  Little  Queen-ftreet, 
Lincoln's  -  inn  >  fields,  who  had 
appeared  as  evidences  on  the  exa- 
mination of  thofe  who  had  been 
committed,  had  each  of  them  their 
houfes  and  (hops  Gripped,  and 
their  content^  committed  to  the 
flames.  Sir  George  Saville's  houfe 
in  Leicefter- fields,  underwent  the 
fame  fate>  for  preparing  and 
bringing  tho  bill  into  parliament, 
in  favour  of  the  catholKS* 

This  day  alfo,  which  was  held 
as  the  anniverfary  of  the  king's 
birth -day>  a  proclamation  was 
iffned,  promiiing  a  reward  of  500L 
to  thoie  who  would  make  difco- 
very  of  the  perfons  concerned  in 
demolifhing  ^nd  fetting  fire  to  the' 
Sardinian  and  Bavarian  chapeU» 
The  perfons  formerly  apprehend- 
ed were  re-examined,  and  fome 
were  difcharged ;  others  were  or- 
dered to  Newgate,  and  were  ef- 
corted  there  by  a  party  of  the 
guards,  whom,  on  their  return, 
die  mob  pelted. 

On  Tucfday  all  the  military  in 
town  were  ordered  on  duty  at  the 
Tower,  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, St.  James's,  St.  George's 
Fields,  &c.  during  the  day.  Not- 
withftanding  every  precaution. 
Lord  Sandwich  was  wounded  in 
attempting  to  go  down  to  the 
Parliament  Houfe  to  attend  his 
duty,  his  carriage  dcmolifhed, 
and  himfclf  refcued  by  th*  mili- 
tary with  diilicitlty» 


About  fix  in  the  evening,  one 
party  went  to  the  houfe  of  Jufticc 
Hyae,  near  Leicefter-fields,  which 
they  dellroyed ;  another  party  pa- 
raded through  Long  Acre,  down 
Holborn,  &c.  till  they  came  to 
Newgate,,  and  publicly  declared 
they  would  go  and  releafe  the 
confined  rioters.  Wh^  they  ar- 
rived at  the  doors  of  the  prifon, 
they  demanded  of  Mr.  Akcrman, 
the  keeper,  to  have  their  com- 
rades immediately  delivered  up  to 
them  ;  and  upon  his  perfilling  to 
do  his  duty,  by  refufing,  they 
began  to  break  the  windows,  fome 
to  batter  the  dpors  and  entrances 
into  the  cells,  with  pick-axes  and 
Hedge-hammers,  others  with  lad- 
ders to  climb  the  walls,  while 
fcveral .  coUedled  fire-brands,  and 
whatever  com buftibles  they  could 
find,  and  fiung  into  his  dweKin^^. 
houfe.  What  contributed  to  the 
fpreading  of  the  flames,  was  the 
great  quantity  of  houlhold  furni- 
ture belonging  to  Mr.  Akerman, 
which  they  threw  out  of  the  win- 
dows, piled  up  again  ft  the  doors, 
and  fet  fire  to;  the  force  of  which 
prefcntly  communicated  to  the 
houfe,  from  the  houfe  to  the  cha- 
pel, and  from  thence  dirough  the 
prifon.  Asfoon  as  the  flames  had 
deftroyed  Mr.  Akerman's  houfe, 
which  was  part  of  Newgate,  and 
were  communicated  to  the  wards 
and  cells,  all  the  prifbners,  to  tha 
amount  of  three  hundred,  among 
whom  were  four  under  fentencc  , 
of  death,  and  ordered  for  exe- 
cution on  the  Thurfday  following, 
were  releafed. 

Not  fatiated  with-the  dcIlrn4ftion 
of  this  great  building,  a  party  wa» 
fent  among  the  catholics  in  De- 
von (hire- ftreet.  Red  Lion-fquare  ; 
another   to.  the   houfe  of  Jnrtice 

Cox, 
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Cox,  in  Great  Qu^en-llreet,  whicK 
was  foon  deftroyed ;  a  third  broke 
open  the  doors  of  the  New  Prifon, 
Cierkenwell,  and  turned  out  all 
the  prifoners;  a  fourth  deftroyed 
the  furniture  and  efFefts,  writings. 
Sec.  of  Sir  John  Fielding ;  and  a 
fifth  de(perate  and  infernal  gang 
went  to  the  elegant  houfe  of  Lord 
Mansfield,  ia  Bloomfbury-fquarc, 
which  they,  with  the  mod  unre- 
lenting fury,  -fet  fire  to  and  con- 
fumed. — They  began  by  break- 
ing down  the  doors  and  windows, 
and  from  every  part  of  the  houfe 
ilong  the  fflperlf  furniture-  into 
the  ftrcet,  where  large  fires  were 
made  to  deftroy  it.  They  then 
proceeded  to  his  lordftiip's  law- 
library,  Ac.  and^  deftroyed  fome 
thoufand  volumes,  with  many  ca- 
pital manufcripts,  mortgages,  pa- 
pers, and  other  deeds.  The  ricli 
wardrobe  of  wearing  apparel,  and 
fome  very  capital  piftures,  were 
alfo  burned ;  and  they  afterwards 

1  forced  their  way  into  his  lordQiip's 
wine-cellars,  and  plentifully  be- 

I  iiowed  it  on  the  populace.  A 
party  of  guards  now  arrived,  and 
a    magiftrate    read    the    riot-acl, 

\  and  then  was  obliged  to  give 
orders  for  a  detachment  to  fire, 
when  about  fourteen  obeyed,  and 
ihot  feveral  men  and  women,  and 
wounded  others.  They  were  or- 
dered to  fire  again,  which  they 
did,  without  efiefl.  ^  Tiiis  did  not 
intimidate  the  mob  ;  they  began 
topuil  the  houfe  do\^n,  anvl  burn 
the  floors,  planks,  fpars,  fire,  and 
dellroyed  the  oot-houTes  and  fta- 
bles ;  fo  that  in  a  fhort  time  the 
whole  was  con  fumed.  —  Lord  and 


Lady  Majisfield  made  their  eicap« 
through  a  back  door,  a  few  mi- 
nutes before  the  rioters  broke  in 
and  took  pofTefiion  of  the  hoofe. 

It  i'S  impoffible  to  give  any  ade- 
quate defcription  of  the  events  of 
Wednefday.  Notice  was  fent 
round  to  the  public  prifons  of  the 
King's-Bench,  Fltet,  &c.  by  the 
mob,  at  what  time  they  would 
come  and  burn  them  down.  The 
fame  kind  of  infernal  humanity 
was  exercifed  towards  Mr.  Lang- 
dale,  a  diftiller,  in  Holborn,  whofe 
lofs  is  faid  to  amount  to  near 
100, cool,  and  feveral  other  Romifh 
individuals.  In  the  afternoon  all 
the  fhops  were  Ihut,  and  bits  erf" 
blue  filk,  by  way  of  flags,  hung 
out  at  s^oft  houfcs,  with  the  words 
*  No  Popery,*  chalked  on  the 
doors  and  window -fh utters,  by 
way  of  deprecating  the  fury  <^ 
the  infurgents,  from  which  no 
perfon  thought  himfelf  fecure. 

As  foon  as  the  day  was  drawing 
towards  a  clofe,  one  of  the  moft 
dreadful  fpei^iades  this  country 
ever  beheld  was  exhibited.  Let 
thofe,  who  were  not  fpertators  of 
5^  i^^g'^  what  the  inhabitants 
felt  when  they  beheld  at  the  fame 
inftant'the  flames  afcending  and 
rolling  in  clouds  from  the  King's- 
Bench  and  Fleet  Prifons,  from 
New  Bridewell,  from  the  toll- 
^atcs  on  Black  -  friars  Bridge  •, 
trom  houfes  in  every  quarter  of  • 
the  town,  and  particularly  from 
-the  bottom  and  middle  of  Hol- 
born, where  the  conflngratioti 
was  horrible  beyond  defcription. 
The  houfes  that  were  firft  fet  on 
fire  at  this  laft- mentioned  plac«. 


•  T%c  toll-^tfes  at  Black-filar?  appear  to  have  been  burnt  for  th«  fake  of 
plunder:  fome  lives  were  loft  there,  an  J  one  man,  wh«  was  /hot,  ran  thirty  or 
fctity  yards  before  he  dropped. 
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both  belonged  to  Mr,  Langdale, 
an  eminent  diililler»  and  contained 
immenfe  quantities  of  fpiritaous 
liquors,— Six-and-thirty  fires,  all 
blazing  it  one  time,  and  in 
diferent  quarters  of  the  city« 
were  to  be  feen  from  one  fpot. 
—During  the  whole  night  men, 
women,  and  children,  were  run- 
ning up  and  down  with  fuch 
goods'  and  efiedi  as  they  wished 
mo'ft  to  preferve.  The  tremendous 
roar  of  the  authors  of  thcfe  hor- 
rible fcenea  was  heard  at  oAe  in- 
ilant,  and  at  the  next,  the  dread- 
ful reports  of  foldiers  mufquets, 
firing  in  platoons,  and  from  dif- 
ferent quarters:  in  (hort,  every 
thing  ferved  tp  imprefs  the  mind 
with  ideas  of  univerfal  anarchy 
and  approaching  defolation. 

Two  attempts,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  day,  were  made  upon 
^he  Bank ;  but  the  rioters  were 
fo  much  intimidated  by  the 
ftrength  with  which  they  beheld 
it  guarded,  that  their  attacks  were 
but  feebly  condui^led,  and  they 
were  rep  ul  fed  at  the  fir  ft  fife  from 
the  military.  They  made  an 
effort  to  break  into  the  Pay-office 
likewife,  and  met  the  fame  fate. 
Several  of  theih  fell  in  thcfe  flcir- 
mifhes,  and  many  were  wounded. 

Had  the  Bant  apd  the  public 
offices  been  the  firii  oh]e(^h  of 
their  fury,  inftead  ofthe  l^oufcs  of 
'  individuals;  the  chapels,  and  the 
prifons,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
but  they  would  have  fucceedcd  in 
their  attempt ;  and  what  the  con- 
frquences  in  that  cafe  would  have 
been,  let  any  rational  mind  figure 
toitfelf^ 

It  is  impoffible  to  afcertain  the 
ilumber  of  unhappy  wretches  who 
loft  their  lives  in   the  courfe  of 


ball  was  not  fo  fatal  to  them  £9 
their  own  inordinate  appetite^. 
Numbers  died  with  inebriation, 
cfpecialiy  at  the  diftilleries  of  the 
unfortunate  Mr.  Langdalc,  from 
whofe  veifels  the  liquor  ran  dowa 
the  middle  of  tl^e  £i:reet,*was  taken 
up  by  paiifuh,  and  held  to  the 
mouths  of  the  deluded  multitude ; 
many  of  whom  killed  themfelves 
with  drinking  non-re^ified  (pirits, 
and  were  burnt  or  buried  ;n  the 
ruins. 

The  regulars  and  militia  had 
poured  in  fo  faft,  in  confcquencc 
of  the  exprefles  difpatched  for 
that  purpole,  that  the  citizens  on 
ThurMay  began  to  recover  from 
their  conilernation.  They  were, 
however,  fo  thoroughly  alarmed, 
and  fo  much  afFefted  by  the  de- 
predations they  beheld  on  every 
fide,  that  the  (hops  were  univer- 
fally  Ihut  from  Tyoum  to  V/hitc- 
chapel,  and  no  bufinefs  of  any 
kind,  except  at  the  Bank,  was 
tranfadled.  —  The  military  were 
exceedingly  adlive  this  day  j  and 
fecured  great  numbers  of  difor- 
derly  pcrfons ;  feveral  were  taken 
in  the  cells  of  Newgate,  attempt- 
ing to  rekindle  the  firp  in  thofe 
parts  which  had  not  been  totally 
tieftroyed. 

The  fallowing  is  faid  to  be  a 
copy  of  the  return  mace  to  Lord 
Aniherfl  of  the  killed  and  wound- 
cJ  daring  the  diftarbances : 
By   aiTociation   troops  7  1  -o 

and  cuarJs      -        .  f  ^^9    (^ 


ana  guarus 
By  light  horfe       ^     -     lo 
Died  in  hofpltals        -       75 
Fr ifoncrs  11  jvv  ur^dcr  cure  1 73 


9  li 
1  s^ 


this  dreadful  night. —Powder  and 
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Carpenter's  regiment  of  dragoons ; 
after  which  came  a  colonel's  guard 
of  the  foot  guards,  befidcs  a  party 
of  the  militia,  which  marched  on 
each  fide  of  the  coach.  The  ca-  • 
valcade  pafled  over  Weftminlter- 
bridge,  through  St,  George's 
Fields,  the  Borough,  and  fo  on 
to  the  Tower,  where  his  lordfhip 
alighted  about  ten  p'clock,  and 
refted  that  night  in  the  Governor's 
apartments.*— The  fame  day  Mr. 
Fifher,  Secretary  to  the  Protellant 
AfTociation,  was  taken  to  the 
Tower,  examined  by  the  Privy- 
council,  and  honourably  dif- 
milled. 

The  arrangement  of  the  mili- 
tary, that  was  made  on  Thurfday, 
produced  fo  good  an  efte£l,  th;  t 
there  was  no  riot  or  difturbances 
in  any  part  of  the  town,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night,  and  the'hext 
day  (Friday)  peace  and  tran- 
quility were  reftorcd,  and  the 
only  uncafincfs  fplt,  was,  that  . 
the  metropolis  was  fubjeiled  to; 
martial  law.  This  very  difa- 
greeable  apprehenfion  arofe  from 
tlie  proclamation  which  was  ilTued, 
declaring  that  orders  were  given 
to  the  military  power  to  exert 
their  utmo-'l  endeavours  for  the 
rcftoring  of  pence.  In  order,  how- 
ever, to  diflip.ite  this  idea,  the 
following hr.nd-bill  was  circulated 
in  evf^ry  quarter  of  the  town:  — 

*  Whereas  fome  ill  defigning 
and  m::licioiiS  pcribiis  have  pub- 
lifivjd,  for  the  purpofc"  of  difquiet- 
ing  the  minds  of  his  M:{ic%'.s 
faithful  fuhjcJs,  that  it  is  in- 
to lulcd  to  try  the  pri Toners,  now 
in  cuilody,  by  martiiil  law  ;  no- 
tice ir,  given,  by  authority,  that 
no  fuch  purpofe  or  intenticn  has 
ever  been  in  thecontemplaiion  of 
Government ;  but  th;U  the  faid 
[/?]  4  ^  prifoivri 


the  ruins  of  the  demolifljed  houfes^ 
is  not  known,  but  is  conceived  to 
have  been  very  coniidcrable. 

Friday,    at   eleven  o'clock,     a 
Council  was  held  at  Lord  Stor- 
mont's  office   in   Cleveland-row ; 
in  confcquence  of  which,  a  war- 
ran:  was  iflued  by  his  Majeily's 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  di- 
rected to  Mann  a,ad  Staley,  two 
of  his  Majefty's  Mcffengers  in  or- 
dinary, for  the  apprehending  and 
taking  into  fafe  cuilody,  the  Right 
Honourable  Lord  George  Gordon, 
The  meflengers,  on  receiving  their 
warrants,  ipftantly  repaired  to  his  ' 
houfe  in    Wei  beck  -  ftreet,    and, 
getting  admittance,    were   intro- 
duced to  his  lordlhip,  whom  they 
made  immediately  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  their  vifit : — Lord 
George  only   replied, — '  If  you 
are  fure  it  is  me  you  want,  I  am 
ready    to    attend    you!' — Upon 
v.hich,    a   hackney  -  coach    being 
previoufly  got  ready,  and  a  party 
of  light   horfc    having    received 
orders  to  attend   in   an   adjacent 
fireet,  his  lordfhip  was  conduced 
fafely  by  them,  about  fix  o'clock, 
to  the   Plorfe- Guards. —A    long 
examination    took    place    in    the 
War-office,  before  the  Lord  Pre- 
fJent,    Lord  North,   Lord  Am- 
herft,  the  Secretaries  of  State,  and 
foveral  other  Lords  of  the  Privy- 
councU  ;  and  at  half  an  hour  after 
nine.  Lord  George  Gordon  was 
committed  a  clofe  prifoner  to  the 
Tpwer.   The  guards  that  attended 
him  were  by  far  the  greateft  in 
number  ever  remembered  toguaid 
a  ftate  prifoner.     A  large  party  of' 
infantry   preceded    in    front,    his 
I^ordrnip  following  In  a  Coach,  in 
which  were  two  officers ;  two  ibl- 
diers  rode  behind  the  coach,  and 
ir.iincdiately     follov/cd     General 
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prifoners  will  be  tried  by  the  due 
courfc  of  law,  as  expeditiouily  as 
may  be.' 

We  mull  not  forget  to  mention, 
that  attcijjpts  were  niadp  to  create 
the  faille  difturbances  at  Hull, 
Briftol,  and  Bath.  By  the  care 
and  attention  of  the  civil  ma- 
glflrate  they  were  fr ulbated  ;  but 
at  Bath  not  till.a  chapel  and  fome 
houfca  were  dellroycd. 


TN  this  ample  detail  of  the  tu- 
4  mults,  which  threatened  the  very 
cxiilence  of  the  metropolis,  it 
cannot  but  be  remarked,  that 
fcarce  any  attempt  appears  to  have 
been  made  either  tp  prevent  them, 
or  to  check  their  progrcfs.  F'or  fix 
days  fucceffively,  from  Friday  the 
2d  of  June  to  Thurfday  the  Sth, 
the  cities  of  London  and  Well- 
ininfter  were  delivered  up  into 
the  hands  of  an  unarmed  and 
namelefs  mob,  to  be  plundered 
at  its  difcretion.  Much  blame  on 
this  account  has  been  thrown  on 
the  magiftrates  of  the  cities,  much 
on  the  king's  minifters ;  with 
what  juftice  the  follov/ing  au- 
thentic papers  will  in  fome  mea- 
fure  enable  our  readers  to  judge. 

Copies  of  the  Letters  •which  faffed 
hetnveen  the  Secretaries  of  St£{te, 
the  Lord  Preftdent  of  the  Coun- 
cil, the  Commander  in  Chief 
,  and  the  Lord  Mayor  and  AU 
dermen  of  the  City  cf  Loudon, 
and  alfo  of  the  King^s  Frocla^ 
matioUf  relati've  to  the  late  Riots, 

St.  Jameses,  June  3,  1780, 
i^M.  f.  Two  P.M. 
My  Lord, 
A  S  information  which  I  have 
rfccivcd  gives  mc  rccSon   to  ap- 
prehend  that  tumults   may  arife 


within  your  lordfliip's  jurifdi6l?on, 
I  think  it  my  duiy  to  convey  to 
you  immediately  this  information. 
I  cannot  too  llrongly  recommeurl 
the  matter  to  ycur  lordflkip's  at- 
tention, and  am  confident,  frc^ni 
your  known  adlivity,  that  you 
will  not  omit  any  legal  cxertitia 
of  the  civil  pov.cr  which  may  con- 
tribute upon  this  occaiion  to  pic- 
fcrve  the  public  peace. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  lord. 

Your  lordfhip's 
Mod  obedient  humble  fcrvant, 

S  rORWONT, 

The  Right  Hon,  the  Lord 

Mayor  of  London. 

St,  fames* s,  June  4,  175^0. 
25  M.  p.  Ten,  P.  M. 
My  Lord, 
INFOllMATION   which    J 
have  jull  received  makes  me  think 
it  my  iiidifpenfable  duty  to    re- 
commend the  contents  of  the  let- 
ter which    I    had    the  honour   to 
write  to  your  lordlliip  yefterday, 
to  your  moll  fcrious  conlideration, 
1  cannot  bat  hope,  and  truil,  from 
your   lordlhlp*s    known   zeal  and 
activity,   that  every  efTecflual  legal 
method  will  be  ufed  by  you   to 
preferve    the    public    peace,     b/ 
guarding  it  againft  thofe  dangers 
to  which  it  (lands  expofed. 
^    1  am,  with  great  rcfpcd. 
My  lord. 

Your  lordflilp's 
Moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 
Stormont. 
^ight  Hon,  the  Lord  Mayor ^ 

St,  Jameses,  June  ^^  17S0. 
My  Lord, 
WE    learnt   with  pleafure,  by 
your  lordfhip's  verbal  anAver  re- 
turned :o  Lord  Stormont's  letter 

of- 
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rf  lall  night,  that  ycfn  were  then 
uling  your  be.^  endeavours  to  dif- 
prric  rhe  tumuliuoQS  afiombly  in 
MocrfieJds,  and  to  prevent  every 
outrage.  Thofe  endeavours  focni 
10  have  bsen  in  Tome  degree  iuc- 
crfiful  for  a  rime  ;  but  v/e  have 
jull  received  intelligence,  which 
gives  us  equal  concern  and  fih- 
prize,  that  there  is  at^lually  a  ri- 
otous meeting  at  the  lame  place, 
:nJ  that  a  great  number  of  fc- 
ditious  perfons  are  employed  in 
demolifhing  diftcreftt  dweiling- 
houfes,  and  all  this  is  done  in 
broad  day,  according  to  our  in- 
formation, without  the  leafl  in- 
tcrpofition  of  the  civil  magiftratcs 
to  preferve  the  public  peace. 

Under  thefe  confiderations  we 
think  it  our  indifpenfable  duty 
again  to  call  your  Iord{hip*s  at- 
ttTition  to/uch  very  ferious  obje«5ls, 
and  we  cannot  but  perfuadc  our- 
felves  that  you  will  feel  that  a 
conllant,  uninterrupted  exertion 
cf  every  pofTible  legal  endeavour 
to  prevent  or  quell  fuch  outrages, 
and  to  preferve  or  jeftore  the  pub- 
lic order  and  tranquility,  and  to 
L'izs  and  fecure  jchc  principal  de- 
I.:ique:its,  that  they  may  he 
brought  to  jullice,  is  an  indif- 
penfable part  of  the  duty  of  th^ 
h>;h  ilation  in  which  your  lord- 
Lip  is  placed. 

V/e  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  lord,    ' 
Your  lordihip's  niofl  obedient, 
and  moil  humble  fervants, 
Stormo*vt, 

HiLLSBOROUClX, 

Tie  Ri^ht  Hon,  the  Lord  Mayor 
of  the  city  of  London^ 

George  R. 
WHEREAS    a   great   number 
cf  difordcrly  perfons  have  alTcm- 


bled    themfelves    together    in    a 
riotous   and   tumultuous  manner, 
and  have  been  guilty  of  many  ad:» 
cf  treafo:)   niid  rebelHon,  having- 
ma::e  an    .'t/TMilt  on    the  gaol  of  • 
Ncvvo-ate,  fet  loofe  the  prifoncrs 
confined   therein,   snd  fet  fire  to 
a.id    dcltro;;od    thir    laid    prifon; 
And    v.'here:is     hoLifes     are    now 
pulling  down  in  feveral  parts  of 
our  cities  -of  Lon:lon  and  VVeft- 
minfter,  and  liberties  thereof,  and 
hires  kindlc-d    for   confuming    the 
materids   and    fLirnitnre    of   the 
fame,  w hereby  it  is  become'  ab- 
folutely  ncceiTary  to  ufj  die  moil 
cHcftual    means     to    quiet    fuck 
diilurbances,  to  preferve  the  live* 
and  properties  of  individuals,  and  . 
to  reltore  the  peace  of  the  country : 
We,   therefore,    taking    the  fame 
into  our  moll fcriou scon fidcration, 
have  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the        ^ 
advice  of  our  Privy  Coun:il,  to 
ifTue  this  our  royal  Proclaniaiion, 
hereby  ilriclly.  charging  and  ex- 
horting all  our  loving  fuLjccls  to 
preferve  the  peace,   and  to  keep 
themfelves,  their  fervants  and  ap- 
prentices,    quietly    within    their 
refpedive  dwellings,    to  the  end 
tltat  all  well-difpofcd  perfons  ^ay       t 
avoid   thoic   mifchiefs  which   the 
continuance  c^  fuch  riotous  pro- 
ceedings   may    bring    upon    the 
guiky :    And    as   it  is   neceflary, 
from     the    circamllances    before- 
mentioned,  to  employ  the  military 
ioTQ€,  with  which  we  are  by  law 
en  trailed  {ct  rhe  im  me  J  late  fup- 
preflion    of    fuch    rebellious    and 
traitcrous  attempts,  now  makiup  ; . 
again il  .the  peace  and  dignity  of 
our  Crown,  and  the  fafety  of  the 
lives  and    properties  of  our  fub- 
■jccls,    Vv^e   have    therefore   ifTued 
the  moll  direct  and  eileclual  orders. 
to  all  our  olUcers,  by  an  imoir. 
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diate  exertion  of  their  utmod 
force,  to  reprefs  the  fame,  of 
which  all  perfcns  are  to  take 
notice. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St, 
James's,  the  feventh  day  of 
June,  one  thoufand  fevcn 
hundred  and  eighty,  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  our  reign. 

God  fave  the  King. 

On  the  fame  day  the  foUo'wing 
gineral  orders  ivere  iffued  to  the 
QJjicers  and  commanders  of  all  bis 
tnajejiy s  forces  in  Great-Britain, 

GENERAL   ORDERS. 

Adjutant  "gcneraVs  office, 
June  J,  1780. 

•'  In  obedience  to  an  order  of 
the  king  in  council,  the  military 
to  a£l  without  waiting  for  di- 
redlions  from  the  civil  magi  Urates, 
and  to  ufe  force  for  difpcrfing  the 
illegal  and  tumultuous  afTemblies 
of  the  people. 
Wm.  Amherst,  Adjutant-gen." 

Several  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
London  having  prcpofed  to  arm 
tbemfel*V!S  for  their  common  pre- 
fers at  ion,  the  folio-wing  letters 
pajfed  on  thatfubjca. 

JVhitehalh  12: h  June,  17S0.  . 
SIR. 
I  HAVE  rcccivrd  the  fiu/our 
of  your  letttT  of  thl>  date,  wiih 
the  fcvcral  pr^perj*  inclored.  If  in 
the  printed  paper,  wiih  the  lord 
mayor's  name  annexed,  tirelocks 
are  mea^nt  by  the  word?,  "  ^-njith 
their  arms,**  in  the  fir(har:ic!e  of 
the  paper,  I  \vho!!r  disapprove  of 
that  intention  :  r.o  perfop.  cim  bear 
arms  in  this  country  but  \\i\i\^r  ofFi- 
ccr.^  having  the  king'-  com  mi  J!  on. . 


The  inhabitants  of  the  boroogh 
of  Southwark,  thofe  of  the  parifh  of 
Covcnt-garden,  and  fome  ol"  other 
parishes,  have  formed  thcmfelves 
into  very  ufeful,  and  at  the  fan^c 
time  unexceptionable  afluciations  ; 
and  if  fomething  of  the  fame  kind 
was  adopted  in  the*  city,  there  is 
no  doubt  but  much  ufe  and  great 
fecurity  would  arife  therefrom  ; 
but  the  ufing  of  fire-arms  is  im- 
proper, unnecefiary,  and  cannot  be 
approved. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir,   &c. 

Amherst. 

Lieut,  Col.  Tivifleton. 

Whitehall,  l^ihjune,  17  So. 
SIR. 
I  HAVE  received  the  favour 
of  your  letter  of  this  date,  on  the 
fubjed  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  being  permitted  to  carry  arms, 
and  I  cannot  fay  more  on  the  ge- 
neral fubjed  than  I  mentioned  in 
my  letter  to  you  of  yefterday's 
date,  which  was  a  clear  difuppro- 
bation  of  that  pa-t  of  the  lord 
mayor's  plan  which  regards  chc 
arms. 

If  therefore  any  arms  arc  found 
in  the  hands  of  perfons,  except 
they  are  of  the  city  militia,  or  are 
pen'p'ns  authorized  by  the  king  to 
bj  armed,  you  will  plcafe  to  o;dt: 
the  arms  to  be  delivered  up  to  you, 
to  be  fafcly  kept  until  further  order. 
1  am,    S  I  R,- 

Your  moll  obedient, 
and  iuoll  humble  fervanr. 

A-MTif  R'   r 

Lieut.  CcL  Tz\:'j\'fcK, 

irhitdalU  JunciJ^,  i-pBo. 
S  I  R,^ 
I  HA\'E  liad    the    honour    ro 
rctcive   your  ieicer  of  this  das'i 

daie. 
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dare,  aoJ  I  have  alfo  feen  Lieute- 
nanc-colonel  Grinfield.  I  cannot 
fay  more  regarding  the  propofal 
for  putting  arms  into  che  hands  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  than 
is  contained  in  my  letters  to  you 
of  Monday's  and  ycflerday^s  date, 
and  I  fully  approve  of  your  con- 
duct upon  the  whole  of  this  bufinefs^ 

There  can  bt  no  doubt  that  the 
aldermen  in  propoiing  to  arm  their 
wards,  mean  by  way  of  general 
defence ;  but  fuppoiing  that  the 
aCembiing  the  inhabitants  under 
arms  Was  legal,  the  inconvenien- 
cies  which  you  have  dated  to  the 
mayor,  &c.  as  likely  to  arifc  from 
the  motley  appearance  of  the  arm- 
ed inhabitants  in  cafe  of  the  rio- 
ters afTemblitig  again,  (hould,  I 
think,  be  fufficient  to  induce  the 
magifirates  of  the  city  to  drop  the 
intention. 

I  have  laid  before  the  king^s 
confidential  fervants  all  your  let- 
ters upon  this  fubjedt,  together 
with  copies  of  my  anfwers  to  them; 
and  I  am  very  glad  to  inform  you 
that  your  conduct  has  received  their 
full  approbation,  as  well  as  that 

Sir,  «c., 

Amherst. 
Colonel  Tiuijleton, 

Bridge  Ward  Within ^    l^th  June, 
1780. 
My  Lord, 
WE  are  dircfted,  by  the  unani- 
mous rrfolution  of  a  very  nume- 
rous   and    refpedtable   wardmote, 
held  at  Fi(hmongrrs-hall,  this  day, 
before  Thomas  Wooldridge,'  Efq; 
alderman,  to  apply  to  your  lord- 
ihip  for  the  king's  leave  to  afTociate 
ourfelves,  purfuant  to  the  annc;?- 
<jd  plan,   fqi  the  prcfcxvaiion  of 


ourfelves  and  neighbours,  againi( 
a  renewal  of  the  miCchiefs  to  re- 
cently experienced  from  a  lawlcfa 
and  licentious  banditti. 

As  the  (Irongefl  fentiments  of 
loyalty  and  affeSion  to  his  majefty 
and  the  conflitution  are  our  go« 
verning  principles,  we  rely  on  your 
lordihip*s  kind  recommendation  of 
this  meafure. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be 
your  ]6rd{hip's,  &c* 
Jamis  Sai^derson, 
jAMifs  Davidson, 
Joseph  Hardcastle, 
Wm.  Anderson, 
^A      Jac.  Wrench, 

I      M.  Duke  Thompson, 
Fras.  Garret. 
Right  Hon,  Lord  Amherft,  fcff .  i^c. 

The  Plan  referred  to  aho^e, 
A  battalion  company  of  fifty  of 
the  opulent  part  of  the  inhabi* 
tants,  armed,  cloathed,  and  taught 
the  manual  and  platoon  exercife, 
at  their  own  expcnce,  and  not  to 
do  duty  out  of  Bridge  Ward.    , 

Whitehall,  \  6th  June,  1780. 
'  S  T  R 

HAVING  laid  before  the  king 
the  letter  of  yefterday's  date,  ligncd 
by  feveral  gentlemen  of  the  Ward 
of  Bridge  Within,  that  you  put  into 
my  hands  this  morning,  wherein 
it  is  defired  that  a  certain  number 
of  t^e  inhabitants  of  the  faid  ward 
may  have  leave  to  form  themfelves 
into  a  company,  and  be  armed 
for  the  purpofc  of  preferving  them- 
felves and  neighbours  in  cafe  there 
fhould  be  a  renewal  of  the  lase 
mifchiefs  in  the  metropolis,  or  any 
afTcmbly  of  a  lawlefs  and  licen^ 
tious  mob ;  and  the  faid  propofi- 
tion  having  been  fully  taken  into 
confideration. 
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con  fide  ration «  I  am  to  acquaint 
you  that  it  h  not  thought  expe- 
dient that  any  perfons  (hould  be 
|>ermitted  to  ufe  arms,  othenvife 
than  for  the  immediate  defence  of 
their  houfes,  or  being  under  the* 
command  of  perfons  receiving  com- 
miiHoas  from  the  king. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Amherst. 
Mr.  Aldernum  Wooldridge, 


In  tonfequtnee  of  the  orders  from 
/i&^  Adjutant-general  and  the  aho*ve 
letters,  thefolTo*wing  imas  fent  to  the 
Earl  Bathurft ; 

Guildhall,  Hthjujte,  1780. 

My  Lord, 
I  AM  direfled  by  the  court  of 
sidermen  to  inform  your  lordlhip, 
that,  in  obedience  to  your  lord- 
fbip's  orders,  they  have  made  dill- 
gent  fcarch  in  the  feveral  wards 
after  thofe  diforderly  perfons  who 
have  been  concerned  in  the  late 
(dangerous  riots,  and  have  taken 
to  their  aiCflance  the  houfe  keep- 
ers in  each  diftridl,  who  have  arm-, 
ed  themfelves,  under  the  dirc^lon 
f)f  the  court,  for  the  purpofc  of 
fupporting  the  civil  magillrate ; 
\>\ii  having  communicaied  to  the 
court  the  inclofed  letter  from  Lord 
Amherft  to  Colonel  Twifieton,  who 
favoured  me  with  copies  oPihem, 
"the  court  are  defirous  that  fome 
explanation  may  be  given  10  thofe 
letters,  as  they  now  militate  againft 
the  orders  firft  received  from  your 
lordlhip:  they  alfo  beg  leave  to 
be  informed  by  your  lordihip  whe- 
ther the  order  fent  to  Colonel 
Twifleton  by  the  Adjutant-gene- 
ral, dircdling  the  military  to  a£l 
without  waiting  for  the  dircttiona 


of  the  civil  magilh-ate,  is,  to  con* 
tinne  in  force. 

I  beg  leave  to  fubfcribc  myfclf, 
with  the  greateft  refpe^« 
my  lord, 
your  lordfhip's  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
B.  Kbnnett,  mayor. 
Earl  Bathurfl. 

Answer. 
Whitehall^  Council- chamber, 
June  15. 
My  Lord, 
"  I  HAVE  been  honoured 
with  your  lordfhip's  letter  of  yef- 
terday's  date,  and  have  laid  the 
fame  before  the  lords  of  the  privy- 
council,  and  am  to  inform  your 
lordlhip,  that  we  apprehend  Lord 
Amherft's  letter  to  your  lordlhip 
of  the  13th  inilant  has  not  been 
properly  underftood  ;  for  when  he 
fpeaks  of  the  arms  in  the  hands  of 
the  city  militia,  or  other  perfons 
authorifed  by  the  king  to  be  arm- 
ed, he  certainly  includes  the  arms 
in  the  hands  of  the  citizens  and 
houfekccpers,  who,  by  virtue  of 
au  order  of  the  court  of  lieute- 
nancy, are  inquired  to  keep  them 
in  their  'houfes  ;  and  Colonel 
Twifleton  has  put  the  proper  con- 
ilrudUon  on  thofe  letters,  by  only 
taking  arms  from  fufpeded  per- 
fons, or  thofe  who  could  not  givfc 
a  good  account  of  themfelves. 
While  the  military,  ncccffary  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  public  peace, 
remain  in  the  city,  it  will,  no 
doubt,  be  proper  that  the  order 
of  the  Adjutant-general  for  their 
a£ling  without  waiting  for  the  di- 
refling  of  the  civil  magillrate 
(hould  continue  in  force.  The 
attention  paid  by  the  inhabitants 
in  prefcfving  thg  peace  of  the  fe- 
veral 
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Teral  wards  is  extremely  commend- 
able ;  yet  the  greateft  care  (hould 
be  taken  that  any  armed  houfe- 
keepers  do  not  exoofe  thcmfelvcj 
to  the  military^  wno  in  a  tumult 
might  not  be  able  to  difUnguiih 
them  from  the  rioters. 

1  hate  the  honoar  to  be». 
my  lord, 
your  lordihjp's  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant, 
Bathurst,  p. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Mayir, 

To   i»hicb  the  following  Refly 
'was  fint. 

My  Lord, 
I  A  M  to  acknowledge  the  ho- 
nour of  your  lordihlpk'j  letter  of 
the  15  th,  which  I  communicated 
to  the  court  of  aldermen  yefterday, 
by  wbora  I  am  direded  to  repre- 
icQt  to  your  lordfhlp,  that  if  yoa 
wii]  be  pleafed  to  refer  to  my  let- 
ter of  the  1 4th 9  your  lordfhip  will 
ind  the  letters  of  Lord  Amheril's 
there  mentioned  (copies  of  which 
were  inclofed)  weif  not  addrefled 
to  me,  but  to  Colonel  Twifleton  ; 
the  (econd  of  which  fee ms  to  im- 
port an  order  to  him  to  difarm  all 
per fons  in  whofe  hands  arms  (hould 
be  found,  except  the  city  militia, 
and  perfons  autktrxi^ed  by  the 
king  to  be  armed  j^  which  ordei^ 
it  is  apprehended,  would,  if  liter- 
ally execated,  difarm  thofe  aififi- 
ants,  without  whom  it  would  havo 
been  impoiTtble  to  have  executed, 
and  will  now  be  impoffible  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  execution  of  the  order 
•f  council  of  the  ^ih  inftant ;  the 
ai£ilaoc€  whick  the  alderir.eft  of 


this  city  judged  neccflkry  to  take 
with  them  in  the  execution  of  that 
order,  in  addition  to  the  peace  offi- 
cers, being  bodies  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  their  refpeftive  wards, 
who  iiave  armed  themfelres  under 
the  diredlion  of  the  court  of  alder- 
men (not  the  court  of  lieutenancy) 
for  the  purpofe  of  fupporting  the 
civil  magiilrate. 

The  court  were  the  more  in- 
clined to  fear,  that  the  order  in 
qucftion  would  be  fo  interpreted,  as 
Lord  Amherfl  had  in  hit  letter  to 
Colonel  Twifleton  of  the  twelfth 
inilant  exprefTed  it  to  be  his  opi- 
nion, that  no  man  can  beat  arms 
in  this  country  but  under  officers 
having  the  king's  c()mn)2iEon;  thi3 
was  what  was  meant  by  faying 
that  thofe  letters  militate  again  It 
the  orders  firft  received  from  your 
lordfhip,  and  the  coHrt  defirc  to 
fubmit  to  your  lordfliip's  coniider- 
ation  whether  fome  further  expla- 
nation may  not  be  qeceflary  to 
prevent  a  conilrudlion,  which  would 
leave  the  civil  maeiftrate  without 
power  to  a6t  at  all,  for  want  of 
neceflary  fupport,  efpccially  if  it 
be  thoifght  proper  that  the  Adju- 
tant-general's order  for  the  mili- 
tary to  a6l,  without  waiting  for 
the  dircdion  of  the  civil  magi- 
ftrate,  ihould  continue  longer  iot 
force. 

I  am  farther  dircfled  by  the 
court  to  reprefent  to  your  lordlhip, 
that  in  forming  their  opinion  upon 
this  fubje£t,  and  requefling  a  fur- 
ther explanation  of  Lord  Amherft*$- 
letters,  they  have  not  forgotten 
the  undoubted  right  of  all  his  ma- 
jcfty's  Protefla.nt  fubjefts,  as  de- 
clared by  the  Firft  of  William  and 
Mary,  Stat,  i.  Chap.  2.  to  have 
arms  for  their  defence  fuitabl^  to 
their 
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their  conditiom^  and  as  allowed  by 
law. 

I  beg  leave  to  fubfcribe  myfelf, 
with  the  greateft  refped, 
my  lord, 
your  lordfliip's  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervanc, 
B.  Kbunct^  mayor. 
Earl  Bathitrfi^ 

Answer. 
Whitthallf  Council' chamhef^ 
June  20,  1780. 
My  Lord, 
I  HAVE  been  honoured  with 
your  lordftiip's  letter  of  the  17th 
inftant,  dcfiring  a  further  explana- 
tion of  the  letter*  fent  by  Lord 
Amheril  to  Colonel  Twifleton,  &c. 
and  have  taken  the  firil  opportu- 
nity  of  laying  your  lord(hJp*s  faid 
letter  before  the  council ;  and  I 
am  to  fay  that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
their  lordfhips,  that  the  matter 
has  been  fully  explained  in  my  let- 
ter to  your  lordfliip  of  the  15th.— 
But  in  regard  to  what  your  lord- 
ihip  intimates  of  the  impraflicabi- 
lity  of  proceeding  in  the  execution 
of  what  was  required  by  the  letter* 
from  t^e  privy-council  of  the  9th 
inllanty  without  the  afliftance  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  wards, 
who  have  armed  themfelves ;  the 
council  is  of  opinion,  that  at  a 
time  like  this  of  real  danger  from 
riots,  tumults,  and  rebellious  in- 
furredlions,  a  reafonable  number 
of  inhabitants,  armed  according  to 
the  nature  and  circumftance  of  the 
cafe,  may  attend  the  peace  officers 
as  afliftants  to  them,  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  public  peace,  un* 
til  the  danger  be  over:  but  al- 
though his  majefty's  Proteftant 
fubjefts  may  have  arms  for  their 
defence   fultable   to  their  condi- 


tions, and  as  allowed  by  law,  yet 
they  cannot  by  law  aflemble  in 
bodies  armed,  and  be  mufterrd 
and  arrayed  without  the  authority 
of  his  majefty. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be; 

my  lord, 

your  lordfhip's  moft  obedient, 

humble  fervanr,' 
Bathtjrst,  P^ 
Right  Hon.  L6rd  Mayor, 

Seconh  Reply. 
GuiUhail,June2\,    I780. 
Mir  l^oRO, 
I  HAVE  the  honour  <5f  yonf 
lordfhip's  letter  of  the  2otb,  in- 
forming me,  •'  That  the  council 
is   of   opinion    thai  a   reafonable 
number  of  inhabitants,  armed  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  and  circum- 
ftance  of  the  cafe,  may  attend  the' 
peace  officers  as  afTiilants  to  them 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  peace, 
until  the  danger  be  over;"  which 
I  have  communicated  to  the  court 
of  aldermen,  by  whofe  dirediona 
I  am  to  reprefent  to   your  lord- 
fhip,  that  they  forefee  difficulties 
likely  to  arife  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty,  if  the  military  are  to 
ad  independently  of  them  )    and 
therefore,  as  well  as  to  quiet  the 
apprehenfiom  naturally  arifing  front 
a  large  military  force  continuing 
in  the  capital,  and  not  under  the 
ufual  control  of  the   civil  magi- 
ilrate,  they  fubmit  to  your  lord- 
fhip's  confideraiion   whether    the 
order  of  the  Adjutant- general  for 
them  to  aft  wiihoat  waiting  for 
the  direftions  of  the  civil  magi- 
Urate    fhouki    ftill    continue,    or 
whether  it  would  not  be  more  ex- 
pedient  in    the   prcfent   ftaic    of 
things  to  recall  that  order,    and 
fubjca 
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"  rac  a  (liilling  direaiy,  I'll  bring 
*'  a  mob  that  will  pull  down  your 
*'  houfe  about  your  ears."  That 
accordingly  Mr.  Deacon  threw  a 
ihilling  into  his  hat.  He  was  found 
guilty.  Death. 

June  29,  George  Kennedy  was 
indicted  for  de/lroying  the  d^el- 
Hng-houfe  of  Mr.  M'Cartney,  a 
baker,  in  Feacherftone-ftreet,  Bun- 
hill-row.  The  jnry  brought  liim 
in  guilty,  but  recommended  him 
JO  mercy.  William  M'Donald, 
(a  foldier  with  only  one  arm)  for 
deilroying  the  dwclling-houfe  of 
John  Lebarry,  on  the  7th  of  June, 
in  St.  Cathcrine*s-lanc,  Tower- 
hill,  was  found  guilty.  Death. 
James  Henry,  for  deftroying  the 
houfe,  &c.  of  Mr.  Thomas  Lang- 
daJe,  at  Hoi  born-bridge,  June  7, 
was  found  guilty;  and  he  being 
the  principal  ring- leader  upon  this 
occaiion,  the  recorder  informed 
him,  that  from  the  circumftances 
of  his  cafe,  he  could  not  cxptGt 
mercy.  George  Barton^  for  af- 
faulting  R'chard  Stowe,^  in  Hoi- 
born,  and  flonioufly  taking  from 
him  6d.  in  filver,  faying,  '*  Prayr 
**  remember  the  Proceftant  reh- 
"gion.**  He  was  found  guilty, 
but  recommended  to  mercy.  John 
Eflis  was  indited  for  beginnine  to 
pull  down  the  houfe  opCorndius 
Murphy,  the  Sun,  in  Golden- lane, 
June  7,  not  guilty.  Thomas 
Chambers  was  indicted  for  the  . 
fame,  and  found  not  guilty. 

June  30.  William  Pateman  was 
indited  for  demolilhing  the  houfe 
of  Robert  Charlton,  in  Cole.nan- 
flreet,  June  7,  and  found  guilty. 
The  court  adjourned  'till  Monday. 

July  3.  The  important  trial  of 
Mr.  Mafcal,  the  apothecary,  came 
on.  He  was  indited  for  riotoail/ 
aud  tumukuouily  alTociating,   on 

the 


fubje^  them  as  ufual  to  the  civil 
nia^i  Urate. 
1  beg  leave  to  fubfcribe  myfelf, 
with  the  greateft  refpe^l, 
my  lord, 
your  losdfhip's  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
B.Kemnett,  mayor. 
Far/  Baihurjl. 


Ftoctidingi  at  /^^  Old  Bailey,  and  of 
the  Special  CcmmiJ/Kn  at  St.  Mar- 
garet's-hill,  for  the  Trjal  of  the 
Riyttrs, 

ON  Wednefday,  June  28,  the 
fefiions  began  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  when  the  following  pri- 
foncrs  were  tried,  and  capitally 
convifl^d  of  being  concerned  in 
the  late  riots;  Mr.  Nortdn  and 
Mr.  Howarth  being  counfel  for 
the  profecution,  when  the  latter 
expatiated  on  the  nature  of  the 
oifencc  with  which  the  prifoners 
liood  charged,  -fhewing  it  to  be 
felony  by  the  ftatute  i  Geo.  I. 
William  Lawrence  and  Richard 
Roberts,  were  firft  put  to  the  bar, 
and  were  clearly  conviftcd  of  hav- 
ing aided  and  afiifled  in  deftroying 
Sir  John  Fielding'j  houfe,  in  Bow- 
ftr^ct,  on  Tuefday  night,  June  6. 
Thomas  Taplin  was  next  arraijrn- 
eJ,  for  demanding  and  t.iking 
balf-a-crown  from  Mr.  Mahon, 
apothecary,  the  corner  of  Bow- 
tirect,  June  7,  and,  convifted, 
t)icagh  his  counfel  attempted  to 
prove  him  in  fane.  William  Brown 
V.MS  indiflecj  for  entering  the  dwel- 
ling-houfe  of  Francis  Deacon, 
f^eefemonger,  and  holding  a  large 
knife  in  his  hand,  making  ufe  of 
tne  following  words  :  **  D — n 
"  your  eyes,  if  you  do  not  give 
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the  7th  of  June,  with  feveral  pej- 
fons  as  yet  unknown;  and  begin- 
ning to  pull  down  the  dweJiing- 
houlo  of  the  Earl  of  Mansfield,  ia 
B  loom  fb  u  ry  -  fqu  are . 

Richard  Ingram dcpofedj  "That 
he  lives  in  Weymouth- ftrcct,  and 
was  in  Bloomfbury-fquarc  at  half 
after  one  00  Wcdnefday  morning 
the  7th  of  Jane.     Hearing  there 
was  a   fire   near   Queen's- fquare, 
and    having    relations    there,    he 
went  towards  it — He  faw  a  mob  at 
Lord  Munsfield's,  and  four  or  five 
fires—that   he  beheld   perfons   in 
the  houfe,  jnen,  women, 'and  chil- 
dren, bringing  out  furniture  and 
books.  He  faw  the  prifoner  (whom 
he  has  known  perfonally  for  fom6 
years)     ftanding     oppofite     Lord 
JVIaubfield's  door   with   his   hands 
upon  a  boy's  fhoulder,  who  was 
puttinf^  a   book  in  the  fire — He 
iaw   nothing  in    his   hat   at   that 
time ;  he  thought  he  was  em:ou- 
rr.ging  the   boy.     He  faw,  at  the 
fame  iime,  furniture  carrying  out, 
and   fev-eral  books   burning ;  and 
from   the  manner    in   which   the 
prifojier  put  his  band  on  the  boy's 
ihoulder,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
cncouraj;ing,   not  preventing  the 
boy.     He  went  on  to  Dcvonfhire- 
llrcet,  but  did  not  flop  there,  and 
returned  in  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour — it  was   then  about   two  o' 
clock.     On  his  return^  he  faw  the 
prifoner  with  a  blue  cockade   in 
bis  hat,  and  auother  pcrfon  hold- 
ing his    arm :    furniture  was  ftill 
throwing  cut,  and  books  burnir  g;; 
ani  he  ot^fervcd  the  mt>b  were  go- 
ing for  more , book's,  upon  which 
he  faid,  book-i  could  do  no  haim. 
A  pen'bn  on  his  left  hand  anfwer- 
cd,  **  What,  iir!"  in  a  menacing 
tone :    he  correded  himfelf,    and 
ia'id,  "  Lord  Georjgc  will  get  this 


V  bill  repealed;  things  ^irc  going 
"  too  far." 

Mr.  Mafcal,  who  was   on    h'-s 
right  hand,  next  bat  one,  looked 
over  the  next  man's  flioulder,    and 
faid,  **  7'hac's  a  damned  he,    the 
*•  bill  won't  be  repealed."     An'o- 
thfer  perfon   then  faid,   '*  Mafcnl, 
*'  you  were  always  a  fcditious  per- 
*•  fon."  Mafcal  then  faid,  "  That 
man  in  the  black  cockade  (mean- 
ing  the   witnefs)    is    a   fpy.      He 
wears  a  cockade  as  being  on    the 
phyfical  ftaff,  and  was  furgcon  to 
a   regiment  of   dragoons;'*     The 
man  on  bis  right   hand  between 
him  and   Mafcal,    feised  him    by 
the  collar,  and  cried  out  '*  Spies  ! 
fpies!"  The  mob,  on  that;  (hoved 
him  about;  but  by  applying  to  a 
man,  he  and  the  mob  entered  into 
an   altercation,    whilft  he  flipped 
away  and  got  behind  Mr.  Mafcal. 
The  guard  then  came  up.     Mafcal 
faid,  pulh  forward  boys,  huzjsa'd, 
pulled  of  his  hat,  and  cried,  •*  No 
Popery!"  The  mob  prcfi'cd  clofe 
on  the  guard.     The  officer  pulled 
off  his  hat,  and"  faid,  •'  I  wilf  not 
hurt  a  hair  of  your  head>,"  and 
defired  then  to  difpeVfe.    He  foon 
after  faw  Mafcal  again.     A  pany 
of  about  twelve  came  up  with   a 
blue  fl.ig  towards  Mafcal,  urging 
''where    next," — The    anfwer^ 
which  be  believes  was  from   Maf- 
cal, was  Duke  I  Duke!    He  was 
then  two  yards  from  Mafcal.     He 
afterwards   faw  Mafcal   going   to- 
wards   RuffclHrect^    and    faw    a 
man    prelent  a  paper  to  M«fcn', 
and  aik,  **  Why  do  you  lc»ve  cut 
Peteiborough  and   Brillol  r"     He 
went  out  of,  and  came  aj^nin   luio 
Rufil'I-llreer,    to    the   pcrfon   who 
held  the  paper  in  his  hand.     M.;f- 
cal  anfwered,  '*  They  are  not  l-ft 
O'jt,    1    have  r.ot  fcratched  ther.i 
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^ut ;  hut  do  not  flay  long  in  De-> 
vonfhirc,  but  go  to  the  Bank ; 
there  is  a  mtilion  of  money  to  pay 
yoo  for  your 'pains." 

Sir     Thomas     Mills     depofed, 
*'  That  he  was  at  Lord  Manslield's 
daring   the  riot^    and  knows  the 
prifoner   by  fight.      At  half  pad 
twelve,  on  the  morning  of  the  7th, 
he  heard  the  mob  coming  op  the 
iquare,  being  then  in  Lord  Mans- 
field's   houfs.      They   began    by 
breaking    the   parlour    windows ; 
Lady    Mansfield    and    the    ladies- 
came  down,    and    he    condud^ed 
them  to  Lincoln's-inn-iields,  but 
ifithotly  returned  in  order  to  make 
the  guards  in   the   fquare  a£l  to 
iave  the  houfe.      He  found   the 
o£cer  with  his  detachment  near  the 
hoafey   bat   the  officer  faid,    the 
jadices  of  the  peace  had  all  run 
away,  and  he  could  not  ad  with- 
out a  magiftrate.     The  mob  over- 
hearing this,    pulled  him   about, 
and  dragged  him  towards  the  fire 
to  throw  him  on  it.  «One  behind 
cried  out,    •*  Mafcal  will  proicdl 
you ;  there  he  is.*'     He  was  then 
fefcued,  and  faw  the  prifoner  at 
fome  diftance  from  the  mob,  who 
were  at   that  time    bringing   out 
Lord  Mansfield's  gowns  and  wigs 
*— that  Mafcal  was  huzzaing  with 
others,  •*  No  Popery,"  and  had  a 
blue  cockade.    He  afterwards  went 
toft-arch  for  a  juftice,  which  took 
Bp  half  an  hour ;  it  was  tlfen  a 
quar:er  after  one,  but  finding  no 
jaftice,    he   rctoroed.      The  mob 
had  then  got  into  the  library — the 
witnefs  at  that  time   >\as   in  the 
fquare,  and  faw  the  prifoner  upon 
the  upper  Aep  of  the  houfe.     He 
attempted  to  get  up  CO  the  ileps  to 
oxpoftulace    with     the     prifoner; 
three  or  four  we^UdrcHed  meiv  «d* 

VoL-XXUL 


vafed  him  not  to  go  further ^  left 
he  ihould  be  thrown  into  the  area* 
or  the  fire,  for  they  were  deter- 
mined to  pfocefed;  He  then  left- 
them,  and  faw  the  prifoner  no 
more  that  night — he  returned  be* 
fore  three — he  cannot  in  his  coni 
fcience  fay  he  heard  the*  prifoner 
/ay  any  thing,  faw  him  do  .any 
thing>  or  have  any  thing  in  hid 
hand,  but  he  appeared  adive— > 
and  proved  the  houfe  to  bt  demo« 
lilhed."   . 

Mr.  Mafcal  began  his  defence 
byobferving,  that  the  humanityof 
the  Engliih  law  confidered  every 
man  innocent,  until  he  was  con- 
viAed  ;  and  that  a  jury  would  cer- 
tainly confider  it  necefiTary  that  an 
inducement  ihould  be  fhewn  fuffi- 
cient  to  carry  away  a  man  of  cha- 
radfcer  and  independent  bufinefs  to 
a£k  in  the  manner  which  had  been 
alledged  againft  him.  He  had 
long,  lived  in  credit  and  reputa* 
tion,  and  it  could  not  be  prefumed 
that  he  would,  in  the  face  Tif  his 
neighbours,  head  a  mob  of  boys> 
and  banditti  of  pickpockets. 

One  circumftance>  he  obferved^ 
deferved  peculiar  attention  from 
the  ^ury — Ingram  had  not  given 
information  againft  him  from  the 
7th  to  the  17th. 

He  had  witnefles,  he  faid,  to 
contradi^  every -faft  fworn  againft 
him;  and  obierved,  how  extraor- 
dinary it  was,  that  Molloy,  who» 
it  appeared  by  Ingram's  evidence, 
had  not  departed  from  him ,  through 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  night,  hkd 
not  been  produced  againft  him. 

As  for  Sir  Thomas  Mills,  he 
hoped  his  attachmei;^ts,  and  the 
motives  which  might  promote  his 
zeal  in  this  caufe,  would  have  pro* 
per  weight  with  the  jury.    He  bad 

{5}  been* 
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been,  on  a  former  occafion,  con- 
jtradided  by  frve  affidavits  againft 
his  finglie  oach. 

Baroii  Skynner  faid,  that  this 
part  of  the  defence  could  not  be 
received  ;  he  was  very  forry  to  in- 
terrupt Mr.  Mafcal,  but  what  he 
was  going  into  was  highly  impro- 
per. 

Mr.  Mafcal  proceeded,  by 
urging  the  improbability  of  the 
charge  againit  a  man  fituated  in 
life  as  he  was.  He  would  fliew 
\)y  his  witneiles  that  he  did  not 
leave  his  houfe  'till  one  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  and'  at  a  quarter  af- 
ter one  he  admitted  he  was  in 
Bloomfbury- fquare,  viewing  the 
iire  at  Lord  Man^freld's  hOufe. 
But  though  he  was  there,  he  did 
not,  as  had  been  falfcly  affcrted, 
ilimulate  tlie  mob,  but  deplored 
and  execrated  the  xaifchlef  they 
were  perprexratisi^. 

His  fortune,  his  charafbcr,  his 
life,  he  threw  upon  the  verdi£l  of 
the  jury  cheerfully  :  not  doubting 
but  their  Verdi dt  would  give  fatis- 
fa^ion  to  every  one  not  intcrelled 
in  procuring  bi^  death. 

Mr.  Mafcal  produced  feveral 
creditable  witneflfes  to  his  charac- 
tcr,  and  to  prove  his  ianocence: 
among  others, 

Jol)n  Cowper,  cheefemongcr,  in 
Quecn-ftreet,  Bloomfbury,  depof- 
ed,  he  was  in  Bloomfbury. fquare 
at  one  o'clock,  and  Itood  about 
five  yards  from  Bedford  -  gate. 
That  he  was  at  home  at  ten  mi- 
nutes pafl  two.  He  faw  Mr.  Maf- 
cal there  about  five  minutes  after 
he  camc'-^Mafcal  flood  clofe  be- 
hind him,  and  behaved  very  qtuet-> 
ly,  but  he  lofl  fight  of  Mafcal 
about  five  minutes  before  he  left 
the  fquare.  Did  not  hear  Mafcal 
fpeak  to*  any  of  the  jnob,  nar  any 


of  the  mob  fpeak  to  him,  btrtfc\i' 
him  fpeak  to  fpedator?.  Mafcal 
fpoke  to  the  witnefs  and  his  wife/ 
when  the  witnefs  faid,  **  Good 
God  I  what  fhocking  work  is 
here  1*'  And  when  the  furniture 
was  thrown  out,  Mafcal  faid, 
*'  Good  God!  what  a  pity  this 
is  IV  ^ 

Being'  crofs  examined,  he  faid, 
he  did  not  change  his  place  many 
yards  while  he  ilaidr—that  Ke  faw 
Mafcal  go  towards  Great  Rufrel- 
flreec,  towards  the  Miifeiun. 

Mrs.  Wood  depofe.d  fhe  heard 
Mr.  Mafcal  lament  the  lofs  of  the 
furniture*— that  his  cond^i^  was  a» 
quiet  as  her  own.  She  corrobo* 
rated  every  ci re um fiance  fworn  to 
by  the  preceding  witnefTes. 

John  Robin fon  depofed,  he  was 
prefent  at  Bloomfi^ury  at  about  a 
quarter  pall  one,  and  faw  Mafcal 
*— that  he  was  there  above  an 
hour,  and  faw  him  frequently, 
but  could  not  obferve  him  to  have 
any  thing  to  ^y  to  the  &rc,  or  the 
riot — faw  none  of  the  mob  fpeak 
to  him,  nor  he  to  any  of  the  mob. 
That  he  came  voluntarily  to  give 
his  evidence,  being  convinced,  in^ 
his  confcience,  that  Mr.  Mafcal^ 
was  innocent  of  the  charge  brought 
again fl  him*. 

William  Crutch  depofed,  he  was. 
at  Lord  Mansfield's .  at  twelve  o' 
clock,  as  he  lives  near  it  ;  he 
went  into  the  houfe  to  give  affift- 
ance,  but  he  did  not  fee  Mafcal 
.  there,  though  be  faw  feveral  others 
very  a6Uve;  and  he  was  in  the 
fquare  till  near  kve,  a  few  minutes 
before  the  miiiury  fircd^ 

The  jury,  without  quitting  the 
court,  brought  in  their  verdid  Not 
Guilty ;  upon  which,  there  was  a 
loud  clapping,  which  the  judg^ 
highly  reproved^  and  faid,  that  if 
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uie  fame  was  repeated  within,  his 
Jiearing,  he  would  commit  the  of* 
fenders. 
Mr.  MafcaU  when  the  jury  had 


given  their  vcrdifl:  in  .his  favour; 
in  a  (horc  fpeech  addrefled  himfelf 
to  them  and  the  court;  returning 
them  thanks  for  their  candodr^ 
attention,  and  patience. 

Baron  Skinner  faid  in  reply,  that 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  court  to 
think  n6  cilfie  too  much  to  dedi- 
cate to  the  invedigation  of  trnth, 
let  the  event  go  either  to  the  ac-^ 
qaittal  or  to  the  condemnation  of 
a  prifonen  The  trial  lafted  ftfven 
hoars. 

/  £dwar<l  Dennis,  tht  hangman  J 
was  found  guilty  of  being  a^ive  in 
affiiiing  to  demolifh  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Boggis,  in  New  Turnftile^ 
Holborn. 

Enoch  Fleming  and  John  Mor- 
ns, (a  youth  aboiit  15)  for  de- 
ftroying  the  houfe  of  Ferdinand 
Schoniberg;  in  Woodftock-ftrect, 
Oxford  Road.  Both  found  guilty ; 
Morris  recommended  to  mercy. 

Tuefday,  July  4,  Mary  Roberts 
aod  Charlotte  Garditier,  a  negro; 
were  indided  for  aiding  in  the  de- 
inolition  of  Mr.  Lebarty's  houfe 
(already  mentioned)  and  were 
found  gutky,  death. 

John  Qray  was  found  guilty,  for 
aiding  to  deAroy  Lord  Mansfield's 
houfe,  but  recommended  to  mercy. 

Richard  Forfter;  guilty.  For,  de- 
Biolifhing  Mr.  Schomberg's- houfe. 

Wednefday,  July  5,  JohnGam- 
l»le  was  indited  for  codimittiog 
depredations  in  the  houfe  of  Da- 
tid  WilmOt,  £f(|;  at  Bethnal- 
grcen.     Guilty. 

George  Staples,  for  demoliihing 
the  houfe  of  Mr.  Malo,  in  Moor- 
^elds,  Jane  7.    Guilty. 

j«oe9  Vulkele/i  for  deftroyioj; 


the  dwelling  houfe  of  Cornelius 
Murphy,  Golden  -  lane,  found 
guilty,  but  recommended  to  mercy.. 

fienjamin  Waters;  for  the  fame« 
Guilty. 

Samuel  Solomons,  for  demolifh- 
ing  the  dwelling  houfe  of  Chriflo-. 
jSherConnerj  in  Black- horfe- yard, 
Whiiechapel.     Guilty. 

Jofeph  Marquis,  for  d  moliftiing 
Murphy's  houfe.  Golden  -  lane. 
Guilty,  but  recommended  to 
mercy. 

Safannah  Clarke;  for  the  fame. 
Elizabeth  Lyons  depofed,  that  on 
the  night  of  the  riot,  ihe.  did  noe 
fee  Clarke  do  any  thing,  but  heard 
her  fay  to  Walter,  one  of  the  mob; 
'f  They  are  Irifli  Catholics  ;  if 
they  are  riot,  why  do  they  keep  Iri(h 
waices  J*"  Upon  which  Walter  an- 
fwered,  '*  That  the  houfe  (hall 
come  ddikm  ;"  and  the  mob  imme- 
mediately  forced  in;  Walter  bein^ 
the  &rlk  man  that  entered,  her 
hufband  being  pfefent  at  the  time; 
The  Chief  Baron  in  his  charge 
faid,  ^'  It  is  4  rule  of  law,  that  no 
woman  can  be  charged  with  any 
felony  committed  in  the  prefence 
of  her  hufband;  the  law  prefuming 
.that  thef  wife  a€ts  under  the  direc- 
tion of  her  hufband ;  and  Murphy; 
though  not  in  the  pre  fen  t  cafe, 
has,  in  two  former  trials,  fwora 
that  the  hufband  joined  with  hef 
in  the  fadt."  She  was  found  doc 
guilty. 

Thurfday,  July  6,  CharlesKent 
aqid  Letitia  Holland,  were  tried 
for  pulling  down  Lord  Mansfield's 
houfe,  and  both  found  guilty; 
Holland  was  an  handfome  yppn^^ 
woman  ^bout  i9i 

William  Avery  was  tried  tot 
deflroying  Mr.  Cox's  houfe  iif. 
Great  (^een  -  ftreet,  Lincoln's^ 
Inn-fields :  he  was  foand  guilty  ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2j6i      ANNXJAL  REGISTER,    1780. 


but  having  a  very  good  charader, 
was  recommended  to  mercy. 

John  Cabbridgc,  for  dealing  fc- 
veral  things  in  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
l.angdale.  Guilty. — Sentenced  to 
£ve  years  labour  on  the  Thames. 

Sarah  Hyde,  for  dealing  a  quart 
pot,  the  property  of  Mr.  Langdale. 
Sentenced  to  be  privately  whip- 
ped. 

William  Vanderbank,and  James 
atid  Thomas  Prior,  for  dealing 
feveral  articles,  the  property  of 
Mr.  Langdale.  Vanderbank  and 
Thomas  Prior  guilty,  and  James 
Prior  not  guilty. 

Jemima  Hall  and  Margaret  Staf- 
ford, for  dealiug  a  featherbed, 
the  property  of  Chriftopher  Con- 
ner Hall.  Was  found  guilty  of 
iingle  felony. 

Friday,  July  7,  Benjamin  Bon- 
fey,  a  black,  indicted  for  demo- 
lifliin^  Mr.  Akerman's  houfe. 
Found  guilty.  1 

Francis  Mockford,  for  the  fame 
ofFence,  foond  guilty;  but  recom- 
mended to  mercy. 

Thomas  Haycock  for  the  fame 
ofFence.     Found  guilty. 

John  Glover,  a  black,  for  the 
fame  offence.     Found  guilty. 

Richfird  Hyde,  for  the  fame  of- 
fence, being  proved  in  fane,  was 
aquitted. 

Theophilus  Brown  and  Thomas 
Baggot,  were  tried  for  pulling 
down  the  houfe  of  'Marv  Crook, 
of  White-ftreet,  Moorfie'lds.  The 
former  was  found  guilty,  and  the 
latter  acquitted. 

.  Monday,  July  ro,  James  Burn, 
Thomas  Price,  and  John  Thomp- 
fon^  were  indiffed  for  pulling 
down  the  houfc  of  John  Bradbury,- 
in  G  olden- laire.    The  two  former 


were  found  guilty,  and  Thpinpfba 
^was  acquitted. 

John  Burgefs,  a  bOy  about  13, 
found  guilty  of  polling  down  the 
houfe  of  John  Lynch,  but  recom- 
mended to  mercy. 

James  Jackfon,  for  being  the 
ringleader,  and  carrying  a  Hag 
when  Newgate  was  fet  on  £re. 
Found  guilty, 

Jonathan  Stacey  was  indi^ied 
for  pullijDg  down  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Dillon,  in  White-ftreet,  Moor- 
fields,  and  found  guilty. 

This  day  the  feifions  ended  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  in  the  courfe  of 
which,.  85  perfons  were  tried  for 
riots,  of  whom,  3^  were  capitally- 
convidled,  and  43  acquitted. 

The  firil  report  was  made  to 
thd  king  on  Wednesday,  July  5, 
when  the  following  rioters  were 
ordered  for  execution,  near  the- 
fpots  where  the  felonies  they  were 
guilty  of  had  been  committed^ 
viz.  Wiljiam  M'Ponald,  Mary 
Roberts,  Charlotte  Gardiner^ 
Wm.  Brown,  Wm,  Pateman, 
Thomas  Taplin,  Richard  .  Ro- 
berts, James  Henry,  and  Enoch 
Fleming. 

The  following  were  refpited : 
George  Ban  ton,  George  Kenne- 
dy, Wm.  Lawrence,  Edward  Den- 
nis (the  hangman),  John  Morris, 
Richard  Forfter,  and  John  Gray. 

The  fecond  report  was  made  on 
Friday  July  14,  when  the  follow- 
ing rioters  were  ordered  for  exe- 
cution, viz.  John  Glover*,  James 
Jackfon,  Benjamin  Bowfey^,  Sa- 
muel Solomons,  John  Gamble, 
Thomas  Prince,  Benjamin  Waters,, 
Jonathan  Stacy,  George  Staples, 
Charles  Kent,  L«titia  Holland*,^ 
and  John  Gray. 


*  Thofe  marked  wkb  an.aflenik  were  refpited  afterwards. 
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The  following  were  rcfpited 
upon  the  report/  viz.  Jofeph  Mar- 
quis, James  Buckley,  Wm.  Avery, 
Francis  Mockford,  Thomas  Hay- 
cock, John  Bnrgefs,  and  Theo- 
philus  Brown. 

A  reward  having  been  offered 
by  Government  for  the  apprc- 
Henfion  ■  and  convidlion  of  any 
rioters,  a  queftion  arofe.  Whether 
pcrfons  interefttd  in  the  conviftion 
of  the  criminals  were  admiiTible  as 
evidences  againft  them?  Which 
queiiion  was  fubmitted  to  the  opi- 
nion of  the  twelve  judges,  who 
.ttnanimouHy  agreed,  that  the  tefti- 
mony  of  witneiTes  claiming  reward 
is  admilfible. 

The  general  rule  of  law  is,'  not 
to  admit  witneiTes  to  give  evidence, 
!  who,  by  the  ties  of  affcftion,  or 
!  from  the  motives  of  intereft,  are 
!  Jikely  to  be  under .  undue  in- 
fluence. But,  fay  the  judges, 
I  there  arc  cafes  of  neceffity  that  re- 
quire a  departure  from  this  rule. 
Thus,  in  cafes  of  robbery,  where 
I  not  only^reftitution  of  goods  ftolen, 
but  the  title  to  the  parliamentary 
reward,  depend  on  the  convidion 
of  the  criminals,  it  has  never  been 
held  that  fuch  intereft  fhould  ope- 
rate to  deftroy  the  competency  of 
the  evidence:  if  it  did,  hardly 
any  highwayman  could  ever  be 
coDvided.  So  witnefTes  entitled 
to  rewards  from  the  bank,  the 
poft-office,  and  other  offices,  have 
univerfally  been  held  competent. 
Nor  can  any  danger  be  appre- 
hended to  the  innocent  from  this 
praftice,  fo  lon^  as  the  jury  are 
allowed  to  cxercife  their  difcretion 
as  to  the  credibility  of  witnefTes, 
and  may  compare  their  tedimony 
with  that  of  others,  or  with  cir- 
Cttmilances  attending  almoU  every 


■cafe ;  but  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  overturn  this  long-eitablifhed 
pradice. 

THE  fpecial  commiffionofoyer 
and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery, 
in  and  for  the  county  of  Surry,- 
for  the  trial  of  the  rioters,  wa» 
opened  on  the  xoth  of  July,  at 
St.  Margaret's  Hill,  before  Lord 
Chief  J  u nice  Loughborough,  Sir 
Henry  Gould,  Sir  James  Eyre, 
and  Francis  Buller,  Efq.  After 
the  commiflion  was  opened.  Lord 
Loughborough  delivered  his  charge 
to  the  grand  jury,  of  which  the 
Hon.  George  Onflow  was  fore- 
man. 

This  chju-ge  haying  been  the 
topic  of  much  converfation,  we 
ihall  fubmit  it  to  the  judgment  of 
our  readers.  The  opinions  of  men 
relpefting  the  Ugai  propriety  of 
ic  have  been  various :  as  a  piece  of 
oratory  it  has  been  admired  ;  but 
its  tendency  to  influence  and  di- 
rc6l  the  jury,  and  inflame  their 
paffions  againft  men,  who  ought 
all  to  have  been  fuppofed  inno- 
cent till  found  guilty  by  their 
country,  has  been  generally  fpokcn 
of  in  terms  of  indignation,  by 
thofe  who  are  jealous  of  the  rights 
of  humanity. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Grand  Jury ^ 

IF  you  are  come  here  totally 
ftrangers  to  the  tranfadions  which 
have  lately  pafTcd  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, or  if  it  were  poffible 
for  any  of  you,  who  were  not  wit- 
nefTes of  them,  not  to  have  heard 
of  the  devaftations  that  have  been 
committed,  the  remnants  of  the 
flames  which  have  been  lately 
blazing  in  fo  many  parts  of  the 
metropolis,  and  wluch  muft  have 
[J]  3  .    prcfented 
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|)rcfented  themfelvcs  to  you,  in 
your  way  to  this  place,  will  have 
fufficiently  declared  the  occafion 
iFor  which  you  arc  called  toge- 
ther. 

His  majefty's  paternal  care  for 
the  welfare  of  all  his  fubjefts, 
would  not  permit  him  to  fuiFer 
offences  fo  during  apd  fo  cpormous 
to  remain  longer  unexamined, 
than  wai  legally  neceflary  to  con- 
vene a  jury  to  enter  upon  the 
enquiry.    . 

The  commifCon  under  which 
you  are  aflembled  extends  only  to 
crimes  of  high  trcafon,  or  of  fe- 
lony, charged  upon  perfons  now 
detained  in  the  common  gaol  of 
this  county,  or  who  fhall  be  de- 
tained therein  between  the  prefent 
time  and  the  period  at  which  the 
commiflion  will  expire.  It  was 
hot  thought  proper  to  blend  the 
common  bufinefs  of  an  affize,  and 
the  examination  of  thofc  offences, 
to  the  commiflion  of  which  the 
frailty  of  human  nature  is  but  too 
liable,  with  crimes  of  fo  deep  a 
guilt,  and  fo  much  above  the 
ordinary  pitch  of  human  wickqd- 
nefs  as  thofe  which  will  come 
under  your  conlideration. 

The  general  circumftanccs  un- 
der which  thofe  crimes  were  com- 
mitted, are  of  too  great  and 
ftameful  notoriety,  to  require*  a 
minute  dpfcription ;  but  for  your 
information.  Gentlemen,  whofe 
duty  it  will  be  to  confider  the 
nature  and  quality  of  the  charges 
imputed  to  fuch  offenders  as  will 
be  brought  before  you,  it  will  be 
necefTai'y  to  cbnfidcr  the  fevcral 
parts  of  thofe  charge's,  and  to 
obferve  '  the  connection  of  thofe 
parts  with  the  whole,  always  ap- 
plying  the  circumflancex  to   the 


particular    cafe    under    confider« 
ation. 

I  therefore  think  it  an  eiTential 
part  of  my  duty  to  lay  before  you, 
;n  one  general  view,  a  fhort  aci 
count  of^thofe  dangers  from  whiclj 
this  kingifom  hks  b6en  lately  de- 
livered! I  ufe  this  exprefSon, 
becaufe  it  will  clearly  appear  that- 
the  mifchief  dcvifed  was---not  the 
deftrudion  of  the  lives  or  fortunes 
df  individuals,  or  of  any  defcrip- 
tion  of  men — no  partial  evil — but 
that  the  blow,  which  it  has  plea  fed 
Providence  to  avert,  was  aimed  at 
the  credit,  the  government,  and 
the  xtry  being  and  conltitution  of 
this  (late. 

The  firft  remarkable  circum* 
fiance  to  be  attended  to,  and 
which  naturally  demands  our  no- 
tice earlieft  of  any,  is  a  vaft  con-> 
courfe  of  perfons  afre]:nbled  in  St. 
George's  Fields,  on  the  2d  of 
June,  called  together  by  a  public 
kdvertifement,  (figncd  in  the  name 
of  a  perfon  calling  himfelf  the*^ 
Prefidcnt  of  an  Aubciation)  not 
Only  inviting  many  thoufands  tQ 
attend,  but  appointing  their  cn- 
fign  of  di  din  Clio  n,  and  prefcribing 
the  order  and  diflribution  of  their 
march  in  different  columns  to  the 
place  of  their  defli nation.  Cha- 
rity induces  one  to  beljeve,  chat 
in  fuch  a  number,  there  were  ma- 
ny went  unwarily,  and  uncon- 
fcious  of  any  evil  intended ;  but 
credulity  in  the  extreme  can 
fcarccly  ii^diice  any  man  to  doubt, 
that  fome  there  were  who  fore  fa  w, 
who  intended,  and  who  had  prac- 
tifed  to  accomplifh  the  purpofcs 
which  cnfucd. 

A  very  fhort  time  difclofcd  that 

one   of  the   purpofes   which   this 

multitude  was    collcfled    to    ef- 

fcftnatc. 
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ftftuate,  was  to  overawe  the  le- 

fiflaturc,  to  influence  their  deli- 
.  erations^  and  obtain  the  alteratioil 
x)f  a  law,   by  force  and  numbers. 

A  petition  was  to  be  presented 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  the 
repeal  of  an  aft,  in  which  the 
pcridcncrshad  no  fpecial  intereft. 

[His  lordfiiip  here  laid  down 
the  riaht  of  the  fubjeft  to  petition. 
His  dodlrine  npoii  this  head  was 
iiberal  and  manly,  his  language 
clear,  ftrong,  and  emphatical.] 

To  petition  for  the  paffing  or 
repeal  of  any  a£t  (faid  his  lordfhip) 
is  the  undpubted  inherent  hirtlf- 
right  of  every  Britijh  fubjeS  ;  but 
•iinder  the  name  and  colour  of 
petitioning,  to  a/Tame  command, 
"and  to  didlate  to  the  legiflature, 
is  the  anmhilation  of  all  order 
and  gorernment.  Fatal  expe- 
rience had  fhewn  the  m-ifchief  off 
tumultuous  petitioning,  in  the 
.courfe  of  that  conteft,  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  Firft,  which  ended 
in  the  overthrow  of  the  monarchy, 
^and  the  dcftrudion  of  the  confti- 
tution ;  and  one  of  the  firft  law3 
after  the  reftoration  of  legal  go- 
Vemmenc^  was  a  ftatute  paffed  in 
the  13th  yearof*CharlesII.  ch.  5, 
^nafting,  that  no  petti tion  to  thtj 
-king,  or  cither  Koufe  of  parlia- 
ment, for  alteration  af  :inattci'3 
"eftabliflied  -by  law  in  church  or 
ftate,  (unlefs  the  matter  thereof 
te  approved  by  three  ^"uftices,  or 
the  grand  jury  of  the  county)  (hall 
l^e  iigncd  1)y  more  than  twenty 
names,  or  delivered  by  more  than 
ten  perfons. 

In  oppofition  to  this  law,  the 
petition  in  queftion  was  figned 
-and  delivered  by  many  thoufands  ; 
and  in  defiance  of  principles  more 
antient  and  more  imporiant  than 


any  pofitive  regulations  upon  th« 
fubje£t  of  petitioning,  the  defirc 
of  that  petition  was  to  be  effeftcd 
by  the  terror  of  the  i^iultitude 
that  accompanied  it  through  the 
ftrects,  claffed^  arranged,  and 
diftinguifhed  as  dircded  by  the 
-advertifement. 

How  the  -leaders  of  that  mul- 
titude demeaned  thcmfelwes,  what 
was  the  conduft  of  the  crowd  to 
the  members  of  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  it  is  not  my  intention 
•to  ftate.  I  purpofely  avoid  ftating 
•t'hcfe  "things,  'bccau4*e  at  the  fame 
time  that  I  point  out  the  general 
complexion  of  the  tranfa^^ion,  and 
Telate  general  fadls  that  are  unfor^- 
tunatcly  too  public  and  notorious; 
I  choofe  to  avoid  every  circun>- 
ilance'  that  may  have  a  direct  anc 
immediate  relation  to  particular 
jperfon  s .  My  pu  rpofe  i  s  to  in  form , 
not  to  prejudice  or  inflame.  Fop 
thisreafoni  feel  myfelf  obliged  to  . 
«pafs  over  in  filence  all  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  as  cannot,  and  as  ought 
not  to  be  treated  of  or  cxprcfied 
but  in  ftronger  language,  and  in 
•more  indignant  terms  than  I 
■<^oofe  at  prefent  to  employ.  To- 
wards the  evening,  the  two  houjfes 
of  parliament  were  releafed  from 
.the  ftate  in  which  they  had  been 
held  for  feveral  hours.  The  crowd 
■feemed  to  difperfe.  Maay  of  the 
perfons  fo  afl'embled,  it  is  not  to 
be  doubted,  retired  to  their  dwel- 
lings, but  fome  more  defperate 
-and  adlive  remained  to  convince 
the  iegifiature,  that  the  menaces 
with  which  they  had  invaded  the 
ears  of  all  who  met  ihcm  in  the 
Areets,  were  not  fruitless;  that 
they  had  not  abandoned  their  pur- 
pofe,  but  meant  to  carry  it  into 
full  execution.  When  uighx  felJ, 
X^]4  the 
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the  houfes  of  two  foreign  miniilers, 
in  amity  with  his  niajeity,  wei^ 
littacked,  and  their  chapels  plun* 
•dcred  and  iet  on  hre. 

If  fuch  an  outrage  had  been 
committed  on  one  of  our  public 
miniftersj  reiident  in  any  of  tho^fe 
countries  the  moft  fuperltitious 
and  bigotted  to  its  eftabliihed 
religion^  what  reproach  would  it 
not  have  call  upon  that  country  ? 
What  indignation  and  abhorrence 
would  it  not  have  juftly  excited  in 
our  breads?  Upon  this  tolerant 
and  enlightened  land,  has  that 
reproach  been  brought! 

Upon  the  3d  of  June  there  was 
a  feemingquiet^  a  'very  memorable 
circumftancei  for  fuddch  tumults 
when  they  fub/ide  are  over.  To 
revive  a  tumult,  evinces  fomething 
of  a  fettled  influence,  and  fome- 
thing fo  like  defign,  that  it  is  ira- 
•poflible  for  the  moft  candid  mind 
not  to  conceive  that  there  lifes  at 
the  bottom  a  preconcerted,  fettled 
plan  of  operation.  Sunday,  the 
next  day,  a  day  fet  apart  by  the 
]aws  of  God  and  man  as  a  day  of 
refl,  and  as  a  day  not  to  be  vio- 
lated even  by  the  labours  of  h  on  eft 
induftry ;  in  broad  funihine,  build- 
ings and  private  houfes  in  Moor- 
£eJds  were  attacked  and  entered, 
and  the  furniture  deliberately 
brought  out  and  cpn fumed  by 
bonfires.  And  all  this  ^ivas  done 
in  the  virw  of  patient  ma^ 
giftrates  ! 

Some  magiftrate$  and  fomc;  in- 
dividuals had  indeed  in  the  be-  - 
ginning  of  the  difturbances  ex- 
erted themfelvesy  and  feveral  who 
hid  beei)  adive  in  the  demolition 
of  the  amba^adors  houfes  had 
been  committed.  On  Monday 
the  mob,  who' had  not  been  re- 


filled, but  had  proceeded  with  n 
fuccefs  which  had  increafed  their 
inipetuofitjr,  thought  it  necelFary 
to  ihew  that  the  law  ihould  not  be 
exercifed  with  impunity  on  delin- 
quents  like   themfelves.     It   was. 
the  bufincfs  of  Monday  to.  dcftxoy 
the  houfes  of  the  magiftratcs,  and 
other  perfons  who  had   been   in- 
ftru mental  in  apprehending  them  : 
but  ihefe  outrages,  great  as  they 
were,  fell  far  fhort  of  thufe  com- 
mitted on  the  Tuefday  and  Wed- 
nefday,  which  will  ever  remain   a 
ftain  on  our  annals,     Frefh  infults 
of  the   moft   daring   and   aggra- 
vated nature,  were  offered  to  par- 
liament, and  every  one,,  who  was 
in  London  at  the  time,  muft  re- 
member, that  it  bore  the  appear- 
ance of  a  town  taken  by  ftorm  ; 
every  quarter  was  alarmed ;   nei« 
ther  age,   nor  fex,  nor  eminence 
of  ftation,    nor   fandiiy  of  cha- 
•radlcr,  nor  even  an  humble  though 
honeft  obfcurity,   were  any  pro- 
teflipn  againft  the^malevolent  fury 
and  deftrudive  rage  of  the  lowell 
and  worft  of  men. 

But  it  was  not  againft  indivi- 
duals alone,  that  their  operations 
were  now  directed.  What  has 
ever  been  in  all  ages,  and  in  all 
countries,  the  laft  effort  of  the 
moft  defperatc  confpirators,  was 
now  their  objeA.  The  jail5.^ere 
attacked,  the  felons  releafed — 
•men  whofc  lives  their  crimes  had 
forfeited  to  the  juftice  of  tbe  law,, 
were  fet  loofe  to  join  their  impiouj 
hands  in  the  w'ork. 

The  city  was  fired  in  different 
parts.  The  flames  were  kindled 
in  the  houfes  moft  likely  to  fpread 
the  conflagration  to  diftant  quar- 
ters, the  difiillers,  and  other 
places,  where  the  inftruments  of 
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trade  upon  the  premifes  were  fare 
to  afford  the  largeil  quantity  of 
combuftilfle  matur  I  And  in  the 
miJll  of  thi$  horror  and  confuilon, 
in  order  more  eBl^ftually  to  pre^ 
veiu  the  cxtinguifhing  of  the 
flames,  an  aaempt  to  cut  ofr  the 
.New  River  water,  and  an  attack 
on  the  credit  of  the  kingdom,  by 
an  attempt  againll  the  BanK  of 
England,  were  made.  Both  thefe 
attempts  were  defeated,  provi- 
dentially defeated  ;  but  they  were 
jnade  under  circuraftances  which  ' 
ennce  that  they  were  intended  to 
be  eft'edual,  and  which  increafe 
the  fati^fadtion  and  the  gratitude 
to  Providence  that  every  man  muft 
feel,  when  he  recollccls  the  for- 
tunate circumllance  of  their  having 
been  deferred  till  that  ilage  of  the 
^ufinefs. 

In  four  days,  by  thp  incredible 
aclivity  of  this  band  of  furies  pa- 
rading the  ftreeti  of  the  metro- 
polis with  flaming  torches,  feventy- 
two  private  houfes  and  four  pub- 
lic gaols  were  deftroyed,  one  of 
them  the  county  gaol,  and  that 
built  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  juSify 
the  idea,  that  it  was  impregnable 
to  an. armed  fort;e.  Religion,  the 
facred  name  of  relicion,  and  of 
that  pureft  and  raorl  peaceable 
fvllem  of-chriftianity,  the  PRO- 
TESTANT CHURCH,  was 
made  the  profane  ppctext  for  af- 
faulting  the  government,  tranip- 
jing  upon  the  laws  of  the  country, 
and  violating  the  fiift  great  pre- 
cept of  their  duty  to  God  and  to 

their   neighbour, the    pretext 

only;  for  there  is  not,  I  am  furc, 
in  Europe,  a  man  fo  weak,  fo 
uncandid,  or  fo  unjull  to  the  cha- 
ra(fler  of  the  reformed  church,  as 
(0  be^eve^  that  any  religious  mor 


live  could  by  arty  perverfion  of 
human  reafan  induce  men  to  at* 
tack  the  magiilratcs,  releafe  fe- 
lons, deftroy  the  fource  of  public 
credit,  and  lay  in  aJhes  the  capital  ' 
of  the  PROTESTANT  FAITH! 

I  have  now  related  to  yo«'the 
rife  and  progre fs  of  that  calamity 
from  which,  by  the  bleffing  of 
Providence  upon  his  Majefty*s  ef- 
forts for  our  prefervation,  thi3 
kingdom  hath  been  delivered— a 
fituation  unparalleled  in  the  hiftory 
of  our  country— no  commotion 
ever  having  had  a  more  defperate 
and  more  fatal  intention.  It  oovr 
remains  to  Hate  to  you  what  part* 
of  this  fubjecl  will  more  directly 
call  for  your  attention  ;  and  as  it 
is  evident  from  what  I  have  faid, 
that  among  the  number  oFperfon* 
whole  cafes  will  be  fubmitted  to 
your  conlideraticn,  there  may  be 
fome  who  are  accufcd  with  the 
guilt  of  high  treafon,  it  will  be 
neceflary  and  proper  to  ftate  the 
law  with  rcfpeft  to  thofefpecics  of 
treafon  under  which  fome  of  the 
cafes  may  probably  fail.  There 
are  two  fpecies  of  treafon.  appli- 
cable. To  imagine  or  compafs 
the  death  of  our  iovereign  lord  the 
king,  is  high  trcaicn.  To  levy 
war  againft  the  king  within  the 
realm,  is  alfo  high  treafon. 

The  fi'rlt,  that  of  compafung 
the  death  of  the  king,  irtuft  be 
demon  lira  ted  by  fome  overt  aft, 
as  the  means  to  cfTcifl  the  purpole 
of  t!)e  heart;  tjre  fa<fl  of  levying 
war  is  an  evert  a£t  of  this  fpecies 
of  treafon,  but  it  is  alfo  a  dillinft 
fpecies  pf  treafon.  And  as  the 
prefent  occafion  calls  more  imme- 
diately for  it,  I  mud  ftate  to  you 
more  fully,  in-  what  that  trealbfi 
may  confilh 
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I  am  pecaliarly  happy,  that  I 
am  enabled  to  ftate  the  law  on  the 
ifubjedl,  not  from  any  reafonings 
or  dcduflions  of  my  own,  which 
are  liable  to  error,  and  in  which  a 
change  or  inaccuracy  of  expreffion 
inightbe  prodndive  of  much  mifr 
chief,  but  from  the  firft  authority, 
from  which  my  mouth  only  will 
be  employed  in  pronouncing  the 
jlaw.  '  I  fhall  ftate  it  to  you  in  the 
words  of  that  great,  able,  and 
learned  j  udge,  Mr.  Juflice  Fofter, 
ihat  true  friend  to  the  liberties  of 
iis  country. 

"  Every  ii)furre£lion  which  in 
Judgement  of  law  is  intended 
agamfl  the  perfonof  the  king,  be 
k  to  dethrone  or  imprifon  him,  or 
to  oblige  him  to  alter  his  meafures 
.of  government,  or  to  remove  evil 
counfellors  from  about  him, — 
thefc  rifings  all  amount  to  levying 
.war  within  the  Aatute,  whether 
attended  with  the  pomp  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  open  war  or  not. 
And  every  confpiracy  to  levy  war 
,  for  thefe  purpofes,  though  not 
treafon  within  thfe  claufe  of  levying 
war,  is  yet  an  overt-aft  within  the 
other  claufe  of  compaffin^  the 
king's  death. 

"  Infurredlions  in  order  to 
throw  down  all  inclofures,  to  alter 
the  cftabliflied  law,  or  change  re- 
ligion, to  inhance  the  price  of  all 
labour,  or  to  open  all  prifons— 
all  rifings  in  order  to  effeft  thefe 
innovations  oi  2i  public  an  J  a  gene- 
ral armed  for  ctj  are,  in  conftrudion 
of  law,  high  treafon,  within  the 
claufe  of  levying  war.  For  though 
they  are  not  levelled  at  the  perfon 
of  the  king,  they  are  againft  his 
royal  majejfy ;  and  befides,  they 
have  a  dircft  tendency  to  difTolve 
ill  the  bonds  of  fociety,  and  to 


deftroy  all  property  and  govern^ 
ment  too,  by  numbers  anxi  an 
armed  force.  InfufrcAions  likc^ 
wife  for  redrefling  national  griev- 
ances, or  for  the  expulfion  of 
foreigners  in  general,  or  indeed  of 
any  fingle  nation  living  here  under 
the  protection  of  the  king,  or  for 
the  reformation  of  real  or  Ima- 
ginary evils  of  a  public  nature, 
and  in  lubich  the  infurgents  ba*v€ 
nofpecial  interefi, -^rifings  to  tSc€t 
thefe  ends  by  force  and  numbers, 
are,  by  conftru6lion  of  law,  within 
the  claufe  of  levying  war.  For 
they  are  levelled  at  the  king's 
crown  and  royal  dignity." 

In  order  fully  to  explain  this, 
it  will  be  only  neccfTary  to  collcft, 
repeat,  and  enforce  the  fevcral 
p.ifTages  in  Mr.  Juftice  Fofter,  re- 
lative to  this  fubjeft.  It  may  oc- 
cur that  in  feveraJ  places  mention 
is  made  of  an  armed  force.  In 
the  very  fame  chapter,  from  which 
I  have  read  an  cxtraft,  the  learned 
judge  mentions  two  remarkable 
cafes  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Ann. 

*'  In  the  cafes  of  Damaree  and 
Purcbafey  which  are  the  lafl  printed 
cafes  which  have  come  in  judge- 
ment on  the  point  of  conftruftive 
levying  war,  there  was  nothing 
gi'ven  in  evidence  of  the  ufual 
pageantry  of  war,  no  military 
weapons,  no  banners  or  drums, 
nor  any  regular  confultation  pre- 
vious to  the  rifing ;  and  yet  the 
want  of  thefe  circumftances  weigh- 
ed nothing  with  the-court,  though 
the  prifoners*  counfel  infilled  on 
that  matter.  The  number  of  th.; 
infurgents  fupplied  the  want  of 
military  weapons;  and  they  w  e 
provided  with  aws,  crows,  :  nd 
other    tools  of  the  like   natv.e, 
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frtroj^r  for  the  mifchief  they  in- 
tcDdcd  to  effca." 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  men 
-who  were  the  leaders,  or  fet  on  as 
part  of  that  mob,  Ukewife  aAem- 
bled  nnder  pretence  of  religion, 
and  the  falfe  aad  wicked  cry  then 
Was,  that  M^  church  of  England 
yoas  iff  danger ^  on  account  of 
the  juft  and  humane  indulgence, 
wrhich,  from  the  happy  period  of 
the'  Revolutioii>  had  been  granted 
to  diflenters* 

*•  Upon  the  trial  of  Demaree, 
the  cafes  referred  to  before,  were 
cited  at  the  bar,  and  all  the  judges 
prefent  were  of  opipion  that  the 
prisoner  was  guilty  of  the  high 
treaibn  charged  upon  him  in  the 
indidment.       For    here    was    a 
Hdng  with  an  avowed  intention  to 
demoHfh    all  meeting -houfes  in 
general;    aad    this    intent    they 
carried  into  execution  as  far  as 
they  were  able;     If  the  meeting- 
houfes  of  Prot^ftant  diiTenters  had 
been  ere^ed  and  Aipported  in  de« 
fiance  of  all  laV^',  a  rifmg  in  order 
to  deilroy  fuch  houfes  in  general, 
would  have  fttllen  under  the  rule 
laid  down  in  Keiling,  with  regard 
to   the    demoiifbing '  all    bawdy^ 
houfes.      Bat  fkice  the  meetings 
houfes  of  Proteftant  di^enters  are 
by  the  toleration- a£l  taken  under 
the  protection  of  the  law,  the  in- 
furreifUon  in  the  prefent  cafe  was 
to  be  coniidered  as  a  public  de- 
claration   by   the    rabble    again  ft 
that  a6l,  and  an  attempt  to  render 
it  inefFedual:  by  numbers  and  open 
•>  force." 
:   The  objefts  of  their  attack  were 
llie   meeting -houfes  of  the   dif- 
fcnters  ;  they  were  cohfidered  by 
^judges  to  have  declared  them- 
^Ives  againfl  the  adl  by  which  the 


indulgencies  were  granted,  and  ^\ 
attempting  to  render  it  ineffedual 
by  numbers  and  open  force,  and 
pn  that  ground  Mr.  Juilice  Foiler 
declares  the  judgment  to  be  pro^ 
per :  all  the  judges  concurred  io 
it  at  the  time,  it  has  been  refpedled 
by  poftcrity,  and  its  principle  is 
necelTary  for  the  preicrvation  of 
the  conftitution,  which  we  cannot 
but  have  felt  the  value  of,  in  that 
moment  when  we  have  feen  it 
threatened  with,  and  in  imminen; 
danger  of,  immediate  diflblution. 

The  calendar  points  out  a  num« 
ber  of  prifoners  who  may  be  in- 
diCied  (as  appears  from  their  com* 
mitments)  for  burning  and  pulling 
down,  or  beginning  to  fet  fire  to, 
and  pull  down,  the  King's  Bench 
Prifon,  the  Houfe  of  Correftion# 
and  nine  dwelling-houfes  within 
the  county  ;  others  may  be  charged 
with  breaking  open  the  gaols,  and 
releaiing  the  prifoners;  others 
again  may  be  charged  with  ex- 
torting money  from  individuals, 
under  terror  of  th0  mob,  which  it 
clearly  and  incontrovertiblya  rob- 
bery. As  fome  of  you.  Gentle- 
men, are  by  your  profclTions,  and 
all  of  you  undoubtedly  from  your 
rank  and  flation,  acquainted  with 
the  ordinary  admin illration  of  cri- 
minal juilice,  it  is  unnecelfary  for 
me  to  enlarge  on  the  fubjedl  of 
thefe  felonies. 

Burning  a  houfe,  or  out-houfe, 
being  parcel  of  a  dwelling-houfe, 
though  not  contiguous,  nor  under 
the  fame  roof,  v/as  a  felony  at  the 
comm«'n  law,  and  by  ilatute,'the 
benefit  of  clergy  was  takenr  away. 

To  fet  fire   to   any  houfe,    or 

out-houle,  though  it  is  not  burnt, 

is   ma^e    a  capital    felony,    by  9 

Glo.  I.  chap.  22.   And  by  ftatute 
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I  Geo.  I.  chap.  5,  called  ^beRiot 
Ja,  the  offence  of  beginning  to 
]^ull  down  buildings,  by  twelve, 
mr  Biore  perfons,  is  made  a  capi« 
tol  felony.  And  having  men- 
tioned the  riot  a&,  let  me  fay  a 
few  words  ifpon  it. 

The  two  cafes  which  I  have 
ftated,  were  very  near  this  period, 
and  the  fame  pernicious  principles 
which  had  been  inftilled  into  the 
minds  of  the  loweH  orders  of  the 
people,  were  kept  alive  by  the 
arts  of  faction. 

It  is  not  lefs  true  than  remark- 
able, that  the  fame  feditious  fpirit 
wlych  had  artfully  been  inllilled 
into  the  people  in  the  latter  end. 
•f  Queen  Anne's  time,  had  been 
continued  to  this  time  (thb  ac« 
ceffion),  and  what  a  few  vears  be- 
fore had  been  mifcallea  a  Fro- 
tefiantM^hy  was  now  a  mob  trained, 
excited,  and  actually  employed  to 
defeat  the  Proteftant  fucceifion. 
In  every  mug-houfc,  ia  every  dark 
alley,  and  lurking  corner  of  fe- 
dition,  in  this  great  town,  artful 
and  defi^ning  men  were  engaged 
in  exciting  this  mob  to  the  de-> 
ftrndion  of  the  conilitution ;  and 
therefore  this  a£t  was  framed  to 
loake  the  beginning  of  mifchief 
dangerous  to  the  perpetrators  of 
it.  To  begin  to  pull  down  any 
place  of  religious  woHhip,  certifted 
and  regiftered  bv  the  ad  of  tole- 
ration,  or  any  dwelling- houfe- or 
ont-hoafe,  was  made  a  capital 
/elony.  And  any  perfons,  to  the 
number  of  twelve  or  more,  un- 
lawfully, riotoufly«  and  tumuitu- 
oufly  aflembled,  being  commanded 
or  required  to  difperfe  by  the 
snagiftrate,  and  continuing  toge- 
ther for  one  hour  after  fuch  com- 
'mand,  are  declared  guilty  of  fc 
Jony,  witho^t  benefit  of  clergy. 


But  here  I  take  this  public  op« 
portunity  of  mentioning  a  fauU 
miilake  into  which  many  peribns 
have  £illen.     It  has  been  ima- 
gined, becaufe  the  law  allows  an 
noQr  for  the  difperfiou  of  a  mob 
to  whom  the  riot  ad  has  been  read 
by  the  magiilrate,  the  better   to 
fopport  the  civil  authority,   that 
during  that  period  of  time,    the 
civil  power  and  the  magiftracy  are 
difarmed,  and  the  king's  fubje6t$, 
whofe  duty  it  is  at  all  times   to 
fqpprefs  riots,  are  to  remain  quiet 
and  paflive.     No   fuch  meaning^ 
was  within   the  view  of  the   le- 
giflature.;  nor  does  the  operation 
of  the  a£l  warrant  any  fuch  efFedl. 
The  cliril  magiftrates  are  left   in 
po^effion  of  thofe  powers,  which 
the  law  had  given  them  before  y 
a  the  mob  collectively,  or  a  part 
of  it,  or  any  individual^  within 
and  before  the  expiration  of  that 
hour,  attempts  or  begins  to  per- 
petrate an  outrage  amounting  to 
felony,  to  pull  down  a  houfe,  or 
by  any  other  adl  to  violate  the 
laws,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  prefent> 
of  whatever  defcription  they  may 
be,  to  endeavour  to  Hop  the  mif- 
chief, and  t»  apprehend  the  of- 
ienden     I   mention   this,    rather 
for  general  information,  than  for 
the  particular  iuilrudion  of  the 
Gentlemen  whom  I  have  now  the 
honour  of  addreiiing,  becaufe  the 
riot  a£t  I  do  not  believe  will  come 
immediately    under    your   confi- 
deration:  Fame  has  not  reported 
that  it  was  any  where,  or  at  any 
time,  read  during   the  late  dif- 
turbances. 

In    all   cafes   of   burning    or 
pulling  down  buildings,  the  be- 
ing   prefent,    aiding,    abetting, 
'^and  encouraging  the  a6lual  aflors, 
ihottgh  there  be  no  a^  proved  to 
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fae  done  by  the  party  himfelf^  is 
a  capiul  felony.  This  is  a  doc- 
trine iblemniy  delivered  lately  by 
the  judges,  and  I  believe  will 
never  be  doubted. 

Taking  goods  or  money  againft 
the  willy  under  the  terror  of  a 
mob,  is  felony. 

Of  ail  thefe  offences  you  are 
to  enqoire,  and  true  prefentments 
make. 

The  charadler  and  edeem  in 
which  the  Gentlemen  I  have  now 
the  honour  of  addrefiing  are  juilly 
held  by  their  country*  render  any 
admonition  from  me  on  the  fubjed 
of  your  duty  fuperfluous ;  in  you 
it  has  long  placed  a  confidence, 
nor  will  it,  I  am  perfuaded,  on 
this  occaiion,  have  reafon  to  re- 
pent it. 

I  have  to  remind  yon,  that  it  is^ 
your  duty  only  to  enquire,  whe- 
ther the  party  ace u fed  is  charged 
ivith  fuch  probable  circumftances 
as  to  juiHfy  you  in  fending  him  to 
auiother  jury,  who  arc  appointed 
by  law  to  hear  the  evidence  on  botii 
£de$,  and  to  fay,  whether  the  per- 
ibn  charged  be  guilty  or  not  of 
the  crime  imputed  to  him  in  the 
indidmeat;  and  if  upon  fuch 
trial,  any  advantage  can  be  de- 
rived from  the  nicety  or  cautioa 
of  the  law,  or  any  favourable  cir- 
cnimihinces  appear,  it  will  be  as 
much  the  inclination,  as  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  learned  and  reverend 
judges  with  whom  I  have  the 
Jiooonr  of  being  in  coramiiSon,  to 
fiate  fuch  circumltances. 

And  if  the  laws  declare  them 
guilty,  the  ofienders  may  ftill  have 
recourie  to  that  fountain  of  mercy, 
the  royal  breaft,  where  juftice  i& 
always  tempered  with  clemency. 

Such^  is  the  ineftimable  blefiing 
mf  a  government  founded  o«  }aw« 


that  it  extends  its  benefits  to  all 
alike,  to  the  guilty  and  the  inno- 
cent. To  the  latter  the  law  is  a 
protedion  and  a  fafe-guard ;  to 
the  former  it  is  not  a  prote^ion^ 
but  it  may  be  coniidered  as  a  hou(e 
0?  refuge :  indeed  there  cannot  be  * 
a  greater  proof  of  the  excellence 
of  that  conilitution,  than  by  ad- 
miniflering  its  benefits  to  all  mea. 
indiJercnciy. 

Proceedings   of  the   Ccmmiffiiin  «f 
St.  Margaret's  Uili. 

Tuefday,  July  nth,  Jofepk 
Lovell  and  Robert  Lovell,  were 
indided  for  deftroying  the  houle 
of  Thomas  Conolly,  and  were 
found  guilty.  They  were  gypfies. 

William  Heyter,  for  defiroying 
the  dwelling-houfc  of  Alexander 
French,  in  £aft-lane,  June  7th» 
and  found  guilty,  but  recom- 
mended to  mercy ;  bat  Baroa 
Eyre  did  not  approve  of  thia 
recommendation*   , 

Claries  King  and  Ambrose 
Long,  for  deilroying  ConoUy'a 
hoofe.  King  was  found  guilty  ;. 
Long  acquitted. 

Wednefday,  July  it.  This 
day  nine  prifoners  were  tried  ^ 
feven  of  whom  were  capitally  con- 
victed. Viz.  Edward  Dorman, 
Thomas  Murray,  Henry  Wad- 
ham,  Mary  Cooke,  Sufannah 
Howard,  Samuel  Lyman,  and 
John  Hyde,  for  deilroying  the 
houfe  of  Paul  Pemary,  of  jCent* 
ftrect. 

William  Smith  (late  a  brandy- 
merchant)  was  'tried  for  heading 
the  mob  who  deftroyed  ConoUy'a 
houfe. 

Mr.  Attorney-general  informed 

the  jury,    that   the   prifoner  had 

formerly   been    ia  buiine&,    but 

having 
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having  met  with  xpisfortunes,  was 
now  out  of  bdflnefs ;  that  from 
his  appearance  it  might  be  con- 
cludcd,  he  would  not  himfelf  'be 
a<aive  in  the  work,  while  better 
inftniments  might  be  found  ;  but 
that  it  would  he  proved  that  he 
was,  in  faft,  the  leader  and  ex- 
citer of  the  rioters. 

Robert  Chafers,  of  Tooley- 
ftreet,  ab&ut  ten  doors  from  Co- 
nolly's,  depofed,  that  the  mob 
came  there  about  half  paft  one  on 
the  8th  of  June  ;  they  demoliftied 
the  houfc,  and  threw  out  the  fur- 
niture, afterwards  put  it  in  two 
carts,  carried  it  away,  and  burnt 
it ;  that  he  knows  the  prifoner^ 
faw  him  oppofite  the  houfe  with 
his  hat  in  his  hand,  and  rather 
exulting  when  any  particular  ad 
was  done,  fuch  as  pulling  down 
part  of  the  front ;  iaw  him  twice 
whirl  his  hat,  but  did  not  obferve 
him  there  above  ten  minutes ; 
faw  him  afterwards  at  the  Ram's 
Head  tavern;  about  half  pall 
three  fQmebody  faid,  **  Soldiers 
Were  coming,  ^nd  the  mbb  \i»ould 
foon  be  difperfed."  The  prl- 
fcner  (aid,  '*  'Five  hundred  pH- 
foners  had  been  releafed  fronu  the 
King's-BencK,  and  were  coming 
fiom  the  Halfpenny  Hatch  (about 
three  minutes  walk)  to  join  them." 
The  prifoner  and  moil  of  the 
rioters  had  blue  cockades. 

Pn  his  crofs  examination,  he 
faid  it  was  about  an  hour  after  the 
beginning  of  the  mifchief  when  he 
few  the  prifoner;  that  the  pri- 
foner, when  in  bufinefs,  lived 
Very  near  the  fpot ;  when  he  was 
in  the  Ram's  Head  tavern  he 
fe^med  in  liquor^  but  did  not,  m 
the  leaft,  fee  the  prifoner  give 
any  advice  or  dire!^ion  to  the 
mob*  At  the  public-houfe  his 
l^ehariisar  was  decent  and  fober, 


,  William  Smith,  Mr.  Scott,  Mri 
Bolton,  of  the  Green  Park  coffee- 
houfe,  and  feveral  others,  ap- 
peared to  the  prifoner's  charader« 
The  jury  found  him  not  guilty. 

Thurfday,  July  13,  eleven  pri- 
foners  were  tried,  nine  of  whom 
were  capitally  convi6led,  viz.  Benj. 
Rowland,  George  Fletcher,  Wil- 
liam Imbeft,  Samuel  Jordan,  Oli- 
ver Johnfon,  Robert  LoveJ,  Ri- 
chard Millar,  James  Palmer,  and 
Elizabeth  Collins,  for  riotouny 
and  tumultuoufly  a/Tembling,  and 
felonioufly  beginning  to  pull  down 
the  dwelling-houfc  of  Laiirencer 
Walfh. 

Friday,  July  14,  feven  pri- 
foners  were  tried,  five  of  whom 
Were  capitally  convifted,    viz.— 

iohn  Davis,  and  Theodore  At- 
infon,  for  pulling  down  the 
houfe  of  Margaret  Cooper,  in 
Kent-ftreet,  on  the  9th  of  June.* 
—John  Barton,  for  pulling  do\vn 
the  houfe  of  Edward  Dodd,  in 
Lombard -ftreet,  in  the  Mint; 
reconi mended  to  mercy. — Henry 
Penny  and  John  Bridport,  for 
demoliOiing  the  houfe  of  M.  Coo- 
per; the  latter  recommended  to 
mercy. 

Saturday,  July  15.  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  Loughborough  pafled  fen- 
tence  on  thofe  prifoc(ers  who  had 
been  con vi died, 

^  After  which,  Jofeph  Haynes; 
for  deflroying  Gonoliy's  houfe, 
was  found  guilty,  but  recom- 
mended to  mercy.  Six  other 
prifoners  were  tfied,  and  ac- 
quitted, 

Monday,  July  17,  five  prifoners 
were  tried  for  demolifhing  the 
houfe  of  Benjamin  Thomas,  Efq; 
commonly  called  the  KingVBeach' 
prifon.     Not  guilty. 

Tuefday,  July  18,  William 
Smith  was  a  fecond  time  indicted; 

for 
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for  that  he,  with  divers  others, 
did  begiq  to  demolifh  and  pull 
down  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Matthew 
Cafey,  Eaft-lane,  Toolcy- ftreet, 
en  the  7ch  of  June  lall.  He  was 
acquitted* 

Lord  Loughborough  afterwards 
addreiTed  the  convids  in  a  very 
aFe£ling  manner.  Two  of  the 
prifoners,  he  faid,  had  been  recom- 
mended to  mercy,  but  there  was 
one  of  them  (Bridport)  who, 
having  been  found  guilty  of  a 
capital  crime,  ought  not  to  ex- 
|)c£t  any  mercy.  The  part  of 
his  duty,  which  he  would  execute 
with  the  greateft  pjcafure,  would- 
be,  he  faid,  to  reprefent  at  the 
foot  of  the  throne,  fdkch  fa- 
vourable circttmftances  as  had  ap- 
peared in  the  trials.  But  he  ob- 
ierved,  as  in  companion  and  juftice 
to  all  the  people  of  the  kingdom, 
it  was  impoflible  to  ihew  mercy  to 
all  that  had  been  condemned,  he 
advifed  each  convid  to  look  upon 
fiimfelf  as  one  of  thofe  who  were 
not  to  experience  any  mercy. 


Remarkable  Actions  at  Sea^ 

Admiralty -office,  July  22,  1780'. 

Extras  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon^ 
ourable  Captain  fValdegramt,  of 
bis  Majeftfs  Ship  La  Prudente, 
to  Mr.  Stephens,  dated  Spithtad, 
July  18,  1780. 

ON  the  4th  inftant,  being  on 
a  cruize  with  the  Licorne  in 
company,  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M. 
Cape  Ortngal  then  bearing  fouth 
by  weft,  diflance  24  leagues,  the 
Licorne  made  the  iignal  for  feeing 
ft  fail  to  the  N.  Wi  and  a  thick 


fog  then  difperfing,  we  difcovered 
a  large  fhip  bearing  down  to  us ; 
I  immediately  made  the  iignal  to 
chace,'  foon  after  which  the  Chace 
hauling  her  wind,  being  thea 
only  fix  miles  diftance  from  us^ 
we  clearly  difcovered  her  to  be  a 
large  frigate,  which  from  her 
conflruclion  we  concluded  to  bf 

•  French. 

As  we  had    light   winds    and 

«  calms  the  whole  day,  it  was  half 
paft  eleven  P.  M.  ere  I  found  my- 
felf  within  clofe  piftol  Ihot  of  her., 

.  The  iignals  fhe  now  made,  both 
with  rpckets  and  lights,  con- 
vincing me  that  (he  was  an  enemy, 
I  immediately  began  to  ehgage 
her  ;  and  at  half  pad  four  A.  M. 
fhe  hauled  down  her  colours  to  his 
majefty's  fhips  La  Prudente  and 
Licorne. 

She  proved  to  be  La  Capricieufe, 
a  French  friglte,  eight  days  from. 
L'Orient,  pierced  for  44  guns, 
but  mounting  only  32 ;  comple- 
ment 308  men.  She  was  launched 
in  March  lafl,  meafured  1 100  tons,^ 
and  was  one  of  the  fineff  frigates  I 
ever  faw. 

I  am  very  forry  to  fay,  that  the 
condition  of  the  prize  was  fuch  (as 
<hcir  lordfhips  may  obferve  from 
the  report  of  the  furvey)  as  ren*. 
dered  it  imprafticable  to  efcort 
her  to  England.  Indeed  the  very 
heavy  lofs  I  have  fuflained  in  the 
aflion,  and  unfortunately  having. 
20  fick  on  fhore  and  m^ny  on' 
board,  made  it  abfolutcly  impoffi- 
ble  for  me  to  give  her  the  necefTary 
afliilance  for  that  ptirpofe ;  I  there- 
fore, after  removing  the  prifoners, 
fct  her  on  fire. 

Finding  from  the  condition  of* 

my  fhip  the  utter  impoflibility  of 

executing  my  orders,  I  have  there 

fore  given  dirodions  to  Captain 

Cadogan^ 
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Cadogan,  the  commander  of  his 
toajelly's  fhip  LIcorne,  to  put  them . 
into  immediate  execution. 

Notwithflanding  our  feeming 
fcperiority,  I  hope  the  return  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  will  fuffi- 
ciently  evince,  that  my  officers 
and  (hip's  company  have  acquitted 
themfelvcs  in  the  mod  gallant  and 
ipirited  manner.  Indeed  I  feel 
•tis  impoflibic  to  do  juftice  to  their 
merits. 

In  juftice  to  Lieutenant  Banks  ^ 
of  the  marines,  I  muft  beg  leave 
to  obferve  to  their  lord  (hips,  that 
his  party  behaved  with  the  utmoft 
ileadinefs  and  bravery,  keeping  up 
a  regular  :^nd  conftant  fire  from 
the  beginning  of  the  aftion,  till 
necefiity  called  them  tb  the  great 
guns,  where  they  (hewed  an  equal 
iliare  of  fpirit  and  good  order. 

JBut  while  I  am  thus  giving 
thofe  well-deferved  encomiums  to 
his  Britannic  Majefty's  fubjecls,  I 
Ciould  feel  myfelf  in  honour  bound 
to  give  his  enemies,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  merits  they  are  fo  truly 
deferring,  did  not  tne  condition 
of  the  fliip,  and  the  heavy  lofs 
they  have  fuftained,  fufficiently 
fpeak  their  praifcs.  I  muft  beg 
leave  to  add,  in  honour  to  M.  de 
Chcavel,  who  commanded  La  Ca- 
pricieufe  at  the  time  fhe  furren- 
dered,  that  the  colours  were  not 
hauled  down  till  the  (hip  had  five 
feet  water  in  her  hold. 

Monf.  de  ^anfanne  and  Monf. 
de  Fontaine,  the  firft  and  fecond 
captains,  both  fell  in  the  aftion  ; 
but  as  to  their  farther  lofs,  we  are 
as  yet  ignorant,  being  unacquainted 
with  the  number  of  prifoners  on 
board  the  Licorne ;  but  from  a 
rough  calcularicn  of  their  officers, 
they  muft  have  at  leaft  lOO  killed 
and  wouaded» 


It  is  with  infinite  concern  'thscf 
I  acquaint  their  ]ord(hips,  that 
Lieutenant  Ellrfon  (lands  forcmoft 
on  the  lift  of  the  wounded,  having 
been  very  fevercly  bniifed  Id  the 
hack,  and  his  right  arm  carried 
off  by  a  (hot.  I  muft  beg  leave  to 
recommend  his  misfortunes,  and 
the  great  intrepidity  he  (hewed 
during  the  a6lion,  to  their  lord* 
(hips  mpft  particular  attention. 

j4  lift  ef  thi  killed  and  ^wounded  on 
board  his  majefty^sjhip  LaFrudtnte* 

KilUd, 
Mr.  John  Difmond^Mr*") 

Richard  Montgomery,  l 

Mrr  Thomas  England,  >       4 

Mr.William-Difmond,  I 

Midfhipmen     -         -J 
Seamen         -  -         12 

Marine        «-  -  i 

Total     1 7 


*  W^jmded, 
Mr.  Jofeph  Ellifon,  fc- 1 

cond  lieutenant  -  3 

Mr.  William  M'Carty, 

midfhipman 
Seamen 
Marines 


'■•} 


25 

4 


Seamen 
Marine 


Total     31 

^ince  dead  of 
their  ^vjotmds* 
z 
I 


Total  killed  and  wounded  48  , 

LI9ORNE-    *■" 
3  killed;   7  wounded. 

I  am,  &c. 

Wm.  WALDB.CaAV8« 

Furfuaxx 
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Purfuant  ,to  an  order  from  tke     ed  three  fail  in  the  N.  W.  inak* 


Hon.  William  Waldegrave,  Com-^ 
mander'of  His  majelly's  fhip  La 
Prudente,  t>f  this  day's  date,  to 
us  direded;  we  whofe  names  are 
under-mentioned,  hare  been  on 
board  the  prize  frigate  La  .C a- 
pricieufe,  and  have  there  taken  a 
llrid  aild  careful  furvey  on  her^ 
and  find  as  folloi^s,  vi2* 

The  fore-mad  wounded  in  fc- 
veral  places. 

The  foretop-ttiail  over  the  Cide. 

The  main-maft  laying  fore. and 


ing  fignals  to  each  other,' to  whick 
he  immediately  gave  chafe^  and 
about  midnight  came  up  witti 
and  clofely  engaged  one  of  them  ; 
that  after  A  defence  of  more  thaii 
two  hours  (he  ftruck,  and  proved 
to  be  La  Belle  Poule,  mounted 
with  32  gans^  twelve  pounders. 
Commanded  by  the  Chevalier  Ker- 
gariou,  and  275  men;  that  the 
captain  and  24  men  were  killed, 
the  fecond  captain,  with  feveral 
cHicers  and  men^  to  tue  amount 


aft  the  deck,    being  gone  about  ,  of  50,  were  wounded ;   and  that 
.       r 1         .!_ •     J    I  ^j^g  Nonfuch  hid  three  riicn  killed 

and  ten  Wounded^  two  of  whom 

have  iince  died. 

Cafy  of  a  Litter  from  Captain  Wil- 
liam Peer  Williams,  of  his  Ma* 
jeftfs  Ship  Flora,  to  Mr.  Ste- 
phens, </<flW Falmouth,  the  l^tfi 
o/Augufl}  1780% 

S  I  R, 


ten  feet  above  the  main  deck. 

The  mizen^maft  fhor  in  feveral 
flaces. 

The  mizen-toJ)-maft  the  fame.^ 

'All  her  fpare  yards  and  top 
mails  rendered  nnferviceable  with 
Ihot. 

A  number  of  (hot-holes  betwijtt 
wind  and  water. 

Many  other  damages  about  the 
fhip  J  andi  when  we  left  heri  fi^ 
feet  water  in  the  hold. 


And  we  do   declare  we   have     T  BEG  you  will  commnnicate  to 
irl*-  finA  tolr»n   flilo  fnrxrt^^r  tbi'fk     -l    the   Lords    CommifTioners    of  . 

the  Admiralty  the  following  par* 
ticulars,  which  I  have  the  plea- 
fare  of  tranfmitting  to  you  from 
this  port,  where  contrary  winds 
have  obliged  me  to  put  in, 

On  Thurfday  the  loth  inftanr^ 
at  half  pail  foiir  in  the  afternoon. 
Handing  in  under  tJihant,  in  queil; 
of  the  fleet,  the  wind  at  that  time 
aboiit  E.  N.  E.  we  difcovered 
through  the  haze  a  fquare  rigged 
veffel  and  cutter  under  our  lee, 
Iring-to  with  their  heads  to  the 
north-ward,  diftant  from  us  about 
four  miles ;  whereupon  we  made 
fail,  beat  to  quarters,  and  edged 
towards  them^  which  the  (hip  per- 
ceivirig,  wore,  hauled  to  the  wind, 
backed  her  inizen  top-fail,  and 
[  f^]  waited 


made  and  taken  this  fnrvey  with 
fuch  care  ^nd  equity^  that,  if 
required,  we  are  ready  to  make 
oath  to  the  impartiality  of  our 
proceedings* 

Given  ond^r  bur  hands,  on 
board  the  I)rize  frigate  La* 
Capriciedfe;  at  fea,  this 
6th  of  July,  tjSo. 

John  Richardson,  Carpenter. 

JoHi»  Spasbatt,  Carpenter. 

SIR  James  Wallace,  Captain 
of  his  majefty's  fhip  Nonfuch, 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Stephens,  dated 
at  Falmouth,  the  ill  inlt.  gives 
an  account  that  while  his  boats 
were  employed  in  burning  the 
frigate  off  the  Lbire,  he  obferv*^ 
Vol.  XXIH. 
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waited  our  approach,  the  cutter 
working  ofFand  on.  At  ten  mi- 
nutes pafl  five  we  got  abreail  of 
'her,  and,  within  tvVo  cables  length, 
upon  (hewing  our  colours,  receiv- 
ed her  fire,  which  we  inilantly  re- 
turned, and  continued  bri(kly  on 
both  fides  for  about  an  hour,  gra- 
dually nearing  each  other  ;  when 
our  wheel  being  {hot  away,  our 
Ihrouds,  back  flays,  and  running 
rigging  much  cut,  we  dropped  or 
board  of  her,  and  continued  the 
engagement  in  that  pofition  about 
15  minutes  ;  the  enemy  then  de- 
ferted  their  great  guns,  attempted 
to  board  us,  out  were  inflantly  re- 
pul fed  with  lofs.  Our  people 
boarded  them  in  return,  fword  in 
hand,  ftruck  their  colours,  and  in 
a  (hort  time  took  pofTeflion  of  the 
ihtp,  which  proved  to  be  a  French 
frigate,  called  La  Nymphe,  com- 
manded by  the  Chevalier  Du  Re- 
main, who  died  the  fame  evening 
in^  of  the  wounds  he  received  in 
the  adion.  She  is  four  years  old, 
is  copper-bottomed,  mounts  32 
guns,  though  pierced  for  40,  and 
her  Complement  coniifled  of  291 
men.  She  had  been  only  four 
days  out  of  Breft,  and  was  em- 
ployed upon  reconnoitring  fervicc 
cW  that  port.     ^ 

Before  I  conclude  my  letter  I 
beg  leave  to  add,  that  my  olEcers 
and  people  in  general  fltewed  the 
grentrft  coolnefs  and  intrepidity 
on  this  occafion,  and  indeed  me- 
rit more  encomiums  than  I  can 
find  wprds  to  exprefij  their  con- 
dud  will,  I  flatter  myfcif,  meet 
with  their  lordflnps  approbation, 
and  recommend  them  to  their  fu- 
ture favour. 


I  am.  Sec, 

W.  P.WltLXAM*. 


Return  of  Killed  and  Wottnded  wr 
board  the  Flora. 

Killed.  Mr.  Biflet,  Midfhip- 
man  x.  Seamen  6.  Marines  z. 
Total  killed  9. 

Wounded.  Mr.  Creed,  maf- 
ter  I.  Seamen  13.  Marines  4* 
Total  killed  and  wounded  27. 

Seamen  fince dead  I.  Marines  2. 

N.  B.  The  Flora  mounted  36 
gnns,  and  had  on  board  when 
the  adlion  began  259  men. 

On  board  the  La  Nymphe. 
Killed.  Firft  captain,  fecond 
ditto,  iiril  lieutenant  3.  Other 
officers,  feamen,  and  marines^ 
60.     Killed  63. 

Wounded.  The  fecond  lieu- 
tenant, two  ofiicers  of  marines^ 
two  volunteers^  %yt  other  officers, 
feamen,  and  marines,  63.  Total 
killed  and  wounded  131. 

Admiraltj'offce,  AuguftlS^  1 780, 

Copy  of  a  Letttr/rom  Captain  Mac- 
bride,  of  his  Majefty  Ship  Bien- 
faifant,  io  Mr,  Stephens,  dated 
ut  Sea,  JuguJ}  i^f  1780, 

SIR, 
T  WROTE  td  yon,  for  the  in- 
*  formation  of  their  lordfhips, 
on  my  arrival  at  Cork,  the  intel- 
ligence I  had  received,  and  the 
fleps  I  intended  to  take  in  confe- 
quence«  The  Charon  arrived  on 
the  11th  inflant.  I  failed  with 
the  convoy  next  day,  having  the 
Charon,  Licorne,  and  Huf^-  in 
company.  As  many  of  the  convoy 
flill  ^remained,  I  ordered  the  Li- 
corne and  HufTar  to  keep  off  the 
harbour's  mouth  to'haflen  them, 
whilft  the  Bienfaifant  and  Charon 
lay-to  with  thofe  that  were  out. 
At  day- light  we  had  drove  down 
as  far  as  the  Old  Head  of  Kinfale, 
when  I  obfcrved  a  large  fiul  '^^ 
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t)ie  fottth  eaft  in  chace  of  fome  of 
the  convoy ;  he  was  foon  chaced 
in  turn,  the  Charon  in  company; 
the  other  two  frigates  were  out  of 
fight  of  Cork.  About  half  paft 
feven  we  came  op  with  her.  It  is 
fomething  iingalar,  that  the  a6iion 
on  both  fides  began  with  mufque- 
try;  he  hoifled  Englifh  colours^ 
and  kept  his  fire :  I  determined  to 
do  the  fame :  as  we  raneed  within 
piibl-Hiot,  fome  conversation  paiT- 
ed  between  us.  In  this  mode  we 
got  Co  forward  on  his  bow»  that 
neither  his  bow  or  our  quarter 
guns  would  bear.  Being  certain 
what  the  (hip  was,  I  then  ordered 
the  fmall  arms  on  the  poop  to  be* 

fin ;  (he  returned  it>  and  hoiiled 
er  proper  colours.  It  was  fome 
little  time  before  I  could  regulate 
my  fail,  and  place  my  fhip  :  they 
had  determined  to  board  us,  and 
aded  {b  to  favour  the  defign.  It 
was  a  darings  though  unuiccefs- 
ful  attempt.  After  an  hour  and 
ten  minutes  fmart  action,  her  rig- 
ging and  fails  cut  to  pieceS)  twen- 
ty-one men  killed  and  thirty-five 
men  wounded,  fhe  ftruck,  and 
proved  to  be  the  Comte  d'Artoiv, 
of  64  guns»  upwards  of  644  men, 
a  private  fhip  of  war  commanded 
by  the  Chevalier  Clonard,  a  Lieu*- 
tenant  de  VaiiTeaux,  who  is  flight- 
ly  wounded  in  the  aAion*  His 
brothers,  the  one  a  colonel ^  the 
other  colpnel  en  fecond^  in  tne 
Irilh  legioti  of  that  name,  are  on 
board ;  likeWife  a  Lieutenant 
Perry  of  the  Monarch;  and  the 
people  who  were  taken  on*  board 
the  Margaritta  prifec.  The  Bien- 
faifant  nad  three  killed,  and 
twenty-two  wounded  ;  furniture 
cut  of  courfe ;  but  the  mails  and 
)^rds  not  materially  injured. 
There    waa  pne    man    ilightly 


wounded  in  the  Charon.  I  brought 
to,  to  refit;  and  the  convoy  of  90 
fail  proceeded  on  with  a  very  frcfn 
and  fair  wind.  The  Licornc  is 
in  company ;  the  (leady  gallantry 
of  my  officers  and  men  did  them 
honour.  I  beg  in  particular  to 
recommend  my  ftril  lieutenant  Sir 
Thomas  Lewis  to  their  lordihipi 
notice. 

I  am,  ScCk 

John  Magbridb* 

SxtraB  efa  Letter  fr^m  Nathaniel 
Davidfon,  Ef^\  his  MajeJiy'Con^ 
Jul  General  at  Algiers,  to  the 
Earl  of  Hilifborough,  one  of 
Majefty*s  Princifal  Secretaries  of 
State 'j  dated  Algiers,  Septem*^ 
her  8j  17803  recu'ved  O^o* 
her  n. 

^HE  conduA  and  fucccfi  of 
■■•  Captain  Edward  Moor^  com*-, 
manding  the  Fame  piivate  fhip  of 
war,  of  Dublin>  on  a  late  occa>- 
fion,  will,  I  doubt  not,  beefleem*' 
ed  fufficicntly  remarkable  for  my 
troublitig  your  lord  (hip  with  the 
following  particulars : 

He  failed  from  Mahon  the  20th 
of  lafl  month,  and  receiving  ad« 
vice  foon  after  of  the  departure  of 
five  French  vefTcls,  all  letters  of 
marque,  from  Marfeillcs,  bound 
for  the  Weft-Indies,  determined 
•to  go  in  queft  of  them.  On  the 
25th  he  ddfcried  five  fail  near  the 
6pani(h  coaf^>  which  correfpondcd 
with  his  intelligence ;  but  as  they 
were  at  a  diftance,  and  the  day 
was  far  fpent,  he  judged  it  pru- 
dent not  to  make  a  fhew  of  purfu** 
ing  them,  that  he  might  have  a 
better  chance  to  fucceed  in  get- 
ting betwixt  them  and  the  land 
at  night,  which  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  cffe)£t.     He  found  him* 
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felf  at  day-light  next  morning  off 
Cape  de  Gat,  and  abou  t  two  leagues 
from  the  five  fliips,  that  were  to- 
gether,  and  formed  in  a  line  to 
receive  him.  At  half  paft  fix, 
when  he  was  within  gun- (hot,  they 
hoifled  French  colours,  and  dif- 
charged  their  broadfides.  Captain 
Moor  bore  down  upon  them,  and 
though  they  continued  their  fire 
without  interruption,  referved  his 
till  he  was  within  piftol-lhot  of  the 
largeil,  which  ibuck  after  an  en- 

fagement  of  three  quarters  of  an 
our.  Without  (topping  to  fend 
any  of  his  people  on  board,  he 
proceeded  to  engage  the  ftcond, 
and  took  her,  after  a  (hort  reiifl- 
ance.  He  left  an  ofiicer  and  fe- 
ven  men  in  this  prize,  with  or- 
ders to  look  after  the  former,  till 
he  returned  from  purfuing  the 
three  remaining  veiTels,  which  he 
x)bferved  were  m^in^  fail  to  get 
away.  He  came  up  with  and  took 
two  of  them ;  the  other  efcaped. 
The  largeft  fiiip  is  called  Les 
Deux  Frerpst  pierced  for  twenty 
guns,  mounting  fourteen  fix  poun- 
ders, and  fifty-five  men,  (fifteen 
of  whom  got  off  in  a  boat) ;  the 
fecond,  L'Univerc,  (the  captain  of 
which  was  killed)  pierced  for 
eighteen  guns,  carries  twelve  four 
pounders,  and  forty-one  men,  lit- 
tle inferior  in  fize  to  the  D^x 
Freres;  the  third,  the  Zephyr, 
(formerly  his  majedy's  floop) 
pierced  for  fourteen  guns,  mount- 
ing tea  three  pounders,  and  thirty- 
two  men ;  the  fourth,  the  Nancy, 
'  a  pink  of  two  fix  pounders,  two 
two-pounders,  and  eighteen  men. 
They  all  got  fafe  into  this  bay  on 
the  29th  of  lafl  month,  about  ten 
o'clock  at  night. 

Captain  Moor's  gallajit  beha- 
viour has  been  taken  great  notice 


of  by  the  ofHcers  of  this  regencyr 
and  his  humane  and  generou> 
treatment  of  his  prifoncrs  been  ad- 
mired by  every  body;  indeed  fo 
mu^ch,  that  Monf.  de  la  Vallec, 
French  Conful  General  here, 
thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to 
write  a  line  to  me  to  exprefs  his 
fenfe  of  it,  in  the  (brongeft  terms 
of  encomium  and  gratitude. 

The  Fame  mounts-  twenty  guns, 
fix  pounders,  on  one  deck,  and 
four  upon  her  <]parter  deck,  viz. 
two  four  pounders,  and  two  three 
pounders,  and  io8  men. 


S&orf  Account  of  the  De/olation  made 
in  fe*veral  of  the  Weil  India 
JJlands  by  the  late  Hurricanes. 

ON  the  3d  of  Oaober  laft,  a 
moil  dreadful  convulfion  of 
nature,  aimoil  overwhelmed  the 
little  fea-port  town  of  Savannah- 
la-Mer  on  the  ifland  of  Jamaica, 
with  the  adjacent  country.  About 
one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the 
gale,  began  from  the  S.  E.  and 
continued  incroafing  with  accumu- 
lated violence  until  four,  when  it 
veered  to  the  fouth,  and  became 
a  perfcdl  temped,  which  lafled  in 
full  force  till  near  eight ;  it  then 
abated.  The  fea,  during  the  lail 
period,  exhibited  a  moil  awful 
icene;  ^he  waves,  fwelled  to  an 
amazing  height,  rufhed  with  an 
impetuofity  not  to  be  defcribed  on 
the  ,land,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
determined  the.  fate  of  all  the 
houfes  on  the  bay.  Thofe  whofe 
ilrength,  or  prefence  of  mind, 
enabled  them  to  feck  their  fatety 
in  the  Savannah,  took  refii^^  in 
the  mifcrable  remains  of  the  habi- 
tations there«  moil  of  which  were 
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blown  down^  or  Co  much  damaged 
by  the  ftorm,  as  to  be  hardly  ca- 
pable of  affording  a  comfortable 
ihelter  to  the  wretched  fufferers.— 
In  the  Coart'hovfe,  40  perfons, 
whites,  and  of  colour,  fought  an 
afylnm,  but  miferably  peri(hed  by 
the  preflure  of  the  roof  and  fides, 
which  fell  upon  them.  Numbers 
were  faved  iti  that  part  of  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Finlayfon,  that 
luckily  withftood  the  violence  of 
the  lempcft, — himfelf,  and  &nOr 
ther  gentleman  Had  left  it,  when 
the  wind  forced  open  the  door, 
and  carried  away  the  whole  lee 
fide  of  it,  and  fought  their  fafeiy 
under  <he  wall  of  an  old  kitchen, 
bat  finding  they  mud  inevitably 
perifh  in  that  fituation,  they  re- 
turned to  the  houfe,  determined 
to  fobmit  to  their  fate.  About 
ten  the  waters  began  to  abate,  and 
at  that  time  a  fmart  fhock  of  an 
earthquake  was  felt.  All  the  fmall 
veflels  in  the  bay  were  driven  on 
ihorc,  and  daflieJ  to  pieces.  The 
ftips  Princefs  Royal,  Capt.  Ruth- 
win;  Henry,  Richardfon;  and 
AullJn-Hall,  Aullia  ;  were  forced 
from  their  anchors,  and  carried  fo 
far  into  the  morafs,  that  they  will 
never  be  got  off.  The  earthquake 
lifted  the  Princefs  Royal  from  her 
beam  ends,  righted  her,  and  £xed 
her  in  a  firm  bed;  this  circum- 
ftance  has  been  of  great  nfe  to  the 
furviving  inhabitants,  for  whofe 
accommodation  ihe  now  ferves  as 
a  houfe. 

The  morning  ufhered  in  a  fcene 
too  Ihocking  for  defcription. — 
Bedies  of  the  dead  and  dying, 
Scattered  about  where  the  town 
ftood,  prefented  themfelves  to  the 
agonizing  view  of  thofe  yhofe 
charity  led  them  in  queft  of  the 
remaiaar  of  their  unhappy  fellow- 


creatures  !  The  number  who  have 
periflied  is  not  yet  precifely  afcer- 
tained,  but  it  is  imagined  50  whites, 
and  150  perfons  of  colour,  are  loft. 
— Amongft  them  arc  numbered 
Do6lor  King,  his  wife,  and  four 
children,  his  partner,  Mr.  Neibit, 
a  carpenter,  and  24  negroes,  all 
in  one  houfe. — Dr.  Lightfoot,  and 
Mr.  Antrobus,  Were  found  dead 
in  the  flreets.  In  the  whole  pa- 
riih,  it  is  faid,  there  are  not  five 
dwelling-houfes,  and  not  one  fee 
of  works  remaining ;  the  plantain 
walks  are  all  deftroyed ;  every  cane 
piece  levelled ;  feveral  white  peo- 
ple, and  fome  hundreds  of  negroes^ 
killed. 

In  the  adjoining  parilh  of  Sf. 
Elizabeth,  although  the  face  of 
the  country  wore  a  lefs  horrible 
afped  than  at  Weftermoreland, 
much  damage  was  done,  and  feve* 
ral  lives  loft, ' 

Our  accounts  from  Lttcea, 
though  not  particular,  are  terri- 
ble. —  The  town,  except  two 
houfes,  thofeofMeffrs.  Campbell, 
and  the  adjoining  tenement  of 
Mr.  Lyons,  is  levelled  to  the 
ground ;  many  lives  loft,  and  in 
the  whole  parilh  of  Hanover  but- 
three  houfes  ftandtng-— not  a  tree, 
bufli,  or  cane  to  be  feen— unirer* 
fal  defolation  prevails!  Of  the 
perlphs  loft,  we  Can  only  as  yet 
n^e  Mcffrs.  Aaron  and  Solo- 
mon Dias  Pernandes,  two  an-» 
tient  gentlemen  of  the  Jcwiftl  na- 
tion, one  aged  81,  and  the  other 
80,  of  refpeftable  and  venerable 
charaftcrs.— Three,  young  ladies,. 
Miffes  Samuels,  at  Green  iftand. 
—  The  elegant  hpufe  of  John 
Campbell,  Bfq;  at  Salt-fpring  ; 
Kendall  and  Campbell-town  ;  and 
that  of  Mr.  Chambers,  at  Batche- 
lor's  hall — Capt.  Dailing,   Mrs, 
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Darling,  and  Mr.  Mo^ham,  were 
dragged  oi^t,  barely  alive,  from 
the  ruins  of"  an  arch  that  fqpport-. 
ed  a  Hi^ht  of  fleps,  under  whicb 
■  they  had  ilieltcred  thcmfelves.— 
Fourteen  or  fifteen  people  of  co- 
Jqur  were  buried  in  si  ftqre  that 
fell  in  upon  them. 

At  Montego-hay,  the  tefnpefl 
increafed  (accompanied  with  in- 
cefTaiit  rain)  to  fuch  an  amaz- 
ing degree,  as,  about  dark,  to 
threaten  general  ruin  and  de«> 
ilrufiion.  The  darknefs  of  the 
night  added  freih  horror  to  the 
^neral  appreheniions,  and  a  cir- 
cumilance  which,  on  ordinary  oc- 
cafions,.  would  be  confidered  as 
peculiarly  terrifying — the  immenfe 
and  prodigious  Ha£es  of  lightning 
ivhich  regularly  fucceeded  each 
pther,  was  an  alleviation  to.  the 
general  confternation,  and  the  on- 
ly fecurity  to  the  very  few  whofe 
particular  fitu^tion  permitted  or 
Inclined  them  to  venture  through 
the  flreets,  and  afford  comfort  and 
relief  to  the  diftrefles"  of  their 
neighbours.  From  i^  o'clock, 
from  the  beflofour  information, 
and  our  own  recolletUon,  the 
florm  began  to  abate;  but  the 
many  inftances  of  defolation  and 
dillrefs  which  even  then  prefented : 
-|hemfelves  to  oar  view«  and  which 
we  began  to  be  apprized  of  from 
different  (Quarters  of  the  town,  af- 
forded fuggeilions  to  the  mind,, 
which  rendered  the  approach  of  the 
morning  truly  horrible.. 

It  is  impoifible  at  prefent  to 
recount  the  particular  loiTes  of 
every  individual ;  many  houfes  in 
this  town  have  been  dcflroycd ; 
among  the  principal  fuffercrs  are, 
Mr.  Vincent,  Dr.  Mutterfhed, 
the  eilate  of  James  Lugg,  Mr. 
Whitaker,  Mr,  Ato^rt*  J^nd  the 


barfocks  at  Fort  Frederick.  TIi« 
darkne/s  of  the  night  rendered  it 
impoffible  to  attend  to  the  fate  of 
the  ihips  Ladras,  Adventurer,  and 
L,enox,  which  were  in  the  harbour 
whci\  the  ftorm  commenced ;  the 
mod  probable  and  favourable  con- 
jefture  which  could  bfi  made  upon 
their  being  miffed  in  the  looming, 
was  their  having  put  to  fea  in  the 
night,  and  no  fymptoms  of  wrecks 
having  yet  appeared  to  difcredit 
this  conjecture,  we  are  in  hourly 
and  impatient  expectation  of  fee- 
ing them  J  or  hearing  of  their  be- 
ing fafe.  AH  the  fmaller  craft  in 
th^  harbour,  together  with  the 
ihip  Petersfield,  which  had  been 
preferved .  and  repaired  after  the 
fliipwreck  of  lall  February,  arc  all 
totally  loit;  and  the  brigan  tine  Jane, 
wh.ich  had  gone  down  a  few  days 
before  to  Great  River*  as  a  place 
of  apparent  fafety,'  haaoeen  driven 
afhore,  but  we  are  informed  will 
be  got  off  wit!h  very  little  da- 
mage. 

Our  informations  from  the 
country  are  truly  alarmin^f;  few 
eftates  in  this  pariih  have  eicaped 
without  fome  damage,  many  fets 
of  works  and  dwelling- houfes  are 
thrown  down,  the  canes  in  gene- 
ral have  fuffered  much,  but  the 
lofs  of  all .  the  plantain  works 
without  exception  is  an  aggrava- 
tion of  the  general  calamity  which 
cannot  fail  of  exciting  fentiments 
oiF  compaff^on  and  regret  for  the 
condition  of  our  fellow-creatures, 
who  may  fuffer  for  the  lofs  of  the 
mod  effential  part  of  their  f up- 
port.  What  we  have  recited  falls 
far  ihort  of  accounts  which  we 
hourly  receive  of  the  damage  done 
in  Hanover  and  Weftmoreland  ; 
at  Lucea-bay  only  two  houfes  rc- 
main^  and  his  majedy's  floop 
Badger, 
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Badger,  lying  in  that  harbour,  ing  forced  its  way  into  every  part, 
has  loft  all  her  mails  and  run  on  and  torn  off  moft  of  the  roof, 
fliore.  From  this  afylum  they  were  foon 

driven  out ;  the  water  being  flop- 
ped in  its  pafTage,  having  found 
itfelf  a  courfe  into  the  cellar,  they 
knew  not  where  to  go  ;  the  water 
had  rofe  four  feet,  and  the  ruins 
were  falling  froni  all  quarters^  To 
continue  in  the  cellar  was  iinpof- 
iible ;  to  return  to  the  houfe  equal- 
ly  fo;  the  only  chance  left  wa$ 
making  for  the  fields,  which  at 
that  time  appeared  equally  dan- 
gerous :  it  was  however  attempt^ 
ed,  and  tlie  family  were  fo  fortn- 
jiate  as  to  get  to  the  ruins  of  the 
foundation  of  the  flag  ftaff,  which 
foon  after  giring  way,  every  one 
endeavoured  to  find  a  retreat  for 
himfelf;  the  governor,  and  the 
few  that  remamed,  were  throwa 
down,  and  it  was  with  great  di- 
fficulty they  gained  the  cannon, 
under  the  carriage  of  which  they 
took  fhelter:  their  fituation  here 
was  highly  deplorable;  many  of 
the  cannon  were  mpved,  and  they  ^ 
had  reafon  to  fear  that  under 
which  they  fat  might  be  difmount- 
ed,  and  cruih  them. by  its  fall, 
or  that  fome  of  the  ruins  that  were 
flying  at;^ut  would  put  an  end  to 
tneir  exiflence  ;  and  to  render  the 
fcene  ftiil  more  dreadfuU  they  had 
much  to  fear  from  th^  powder  ma- 
gazine, near  which  they  were ; 
the  armoury  was  level  with  the 
ground,  and  the  arms,  &c.  fcat- 
tered  about.  Anxioufly  did  they 
wait  the  break  of  day,  flattering 
themfelves,  that  with  the  light 
they  would  fee  .a  ceflTation  of  the 
ftorm ;  yet  when  it  appeared,  the 
tempeft  was  little  abated,  and 
the  day  fervcd  but  to  exhibit  the 
moil  melancholy  profpe^l  imagin- 
able; nothing  can  be  compared  with 


Another  furUut  Temfeft  ^ot  lefs  via- 
ient  than  the  former  happened  oir 
the  I  or  A,  and  leud  ijoafte  ft*verai 
rf  the  Lee*warJ  IJlands. 

ThefoUovjuing  is  the  Journal  of  njohat 
pajfed  at  Barbadoes  from  the 
i)tb  of  Oaober  until  the  l6th. 

'"pHE  evening  preceding  the 
^  hurricane,  the  9th  of  Ofto- 
ber,  was  remarkably  cahn,  but 
the  (ley  furprifingly  red  and  fiery ; 
dunng  the  night  much  rain  fell. 
On  5tc  morning  of  the  loth, 
much  rain  and  wind  from  N.  W. 
By  ten  o*cl6ck  it  increafed  very 
much ;  by  one,  the  (hips  in  the 
bay  drove;  by  four  o'clock,  the. 
Albemarle  frigate  {the  only  man 
of  war  th^b  h^e)  parted  her  an- 
chors and 'went  to  fea,  as  did 
all  the  other  veflels  in  the  har- 
bour. Soon  after,  by  fix  o'clock, 
the  wind  had  torn  up  and  blown 
down  many  trees,  and  foreboded 
a  moil  violent  temped.  At  the 
Government  Houfe  every  precau- 
tion was  taken  to  guard  again  ft 
what  might  happen  ;  the  doors 
and  windows  were  barricadoed  up, 
but  it  availed  little^  By  ten 
o'clock  the  wind  forced  itfelf  a 
pafTage  through  the  houfe  from 
the  N.  N.  W.  and  the  temped 
increafitie  every  minute,  the  fa- 
mily took  to  the  center  of  the 
building,  imagining  from  the  pro- 
di^ous  drength  of  the  walls,  they 
being  three  feet  thick,  and  from 
its  circular  form,  it  would  have 
withdood  the  wind'&  utmod  rage ; 
however,  by  half  after  eleven 
o'clock,  they  were  obliged  to  re- 
treat to  the  celler,  the  wind  hav- 
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the  terrible  devaiUtion  that  pre- 
fented  itfelf  on  all  fides';  not  a 
building  ftanding;  the  trees,  if 
not  torn  up  by  their  roots,  de- 
prived of  their  leaves  and  branches; 
|Lnd  the  moil  luxuriant  fpring 
changed  in  this  one  night  to 
the  drearieft  winter.  In  vain 
was  it  to  look  round  for  ih^lter ; 
lioufesj  that  from  thqir  iituation 
it  was  imagined  would  have 
been  in  ^  degree  protedled,  were 
all  flat  with  the  earth,  and  the 
jniferable  owners,  if  they  were  fo 
fortunate  as  to  efcape  with  their 
lives,  were  left  without  a  cover- 
ing for  themfelves  and  family. 

General    Vaughan    was    early 
obliged  to  evacuate  his  houfe ;  in 
cfcaping  he  was  very  much  bruif- 
cd ;  his  fecretary  was  fo  unfortu- 
nate as  to  break  his  thijg;h.     No- 
thing has  ever  happened  that  has 
caufed  ftich  univerfal  defolation. 
No  one  hpufe  in  the  iiland  is  ex- 
empt  from  damage.      Very   few 
buildings  are  left  flanding  on  the 
eftates.     The  devaftation  amongft 
the  negroes  and  cattle,  particularly 
of  the  norned  kind,  is  very  great, 
which   mufl,    more   efpecially  in 
fhefe  times,  be   a  cauie  of  great 
didrefs  to  the  planters.     It  is  as 
■  yet  inipoffible  to.  make  any  accu- 
rate calculation  of  the  number  of 
fouls  that  have  perifhed   in  this 
dreadful    calamity  ;    whites    and 
blacks   together,    it  is   imagined 
to  exceed  Tome  thoufands.     Many 
were   buried  in  the  ruins  of  the 
houfes  and  buildings.     Many  fell 
vidlims  to  the  violence  of  the  ftorm 
and  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
and  great  numbers  were  driven  into 
the  lea,  and  there  perifhed.    The 
troops   have    fufFered    inconfider- 
ably,   though  both   the  barracks 


1 


and  hofpital  were  early  blown 
down.  Alarming  confequences 
were  dreaded  from  the  number  of 
dead  bodies  that  lay  uninterred,  and 
from  the  quantity  of  fifh  the  fea 
threw  up,  which  however  are  hap- 
pily fubfided.  What  few  public 
buildings  there  were,  are  fallen  in 
the  general  wreck  ;  the  fortifica* 
tions  have  fqffered  very  coniider- 
ably.  The  buildings  were  all  de« 
molifhed;  for  fo  violent  was  the 
llorm  here,  when  affilled  by  the 
fea,  that  a  twelve-pound  gun  was 
carried. from  the  (buth  to  the  north 
battery,  a  diflance  of  140  yards, 
The  lofs  to  this  country  is  im- 
menle,  many  years  will  be  requir- 
ed to  retrieve  it. ' 

General  Vaughan*s  attention  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Bridgetown  has 
been  very  great.  On  the  12th  of 
October  fuch  orders  were*  ifrue4 
to  the  troops,  and  obeyed  with 
fuch  alacrity,  that  every  thing 
was  kept  qiiiet  in  the  .town,  which 
would  othcrwife  have  been  in  great 
danger  of  being  plundered  by  the 

frifoners  of  war,  &c.  who  were  li- 
erated  by  the  demolition  of  the 
prifons,  and  are  now,  to  the  num- 
ber of  above  800,  di/perfed  over 
the  town  and  country ;  they,  how- 
ever, under  this  controul,  behaved 
tolerably  well,  and  have  been  of 
much  fervice  to  the  inhabitants, 
who  have  given  them  cmplby- 
ment. 

On  the  13th  of  Oftober  the  go- 
vernor went  to  Bridgetown,  iflued 
a  proclamation,  and  took  fuch 
fteps  as  appeared  of  utility  to  the 
inhabitants.  The  merchants,  &c. 
formed  an  aflbciation,  and  ap- 
pointed committees  for  the  inter- 
•  ment  of  the  dead,  the  care  and 
diftribution  of  the  provi£ons,  &c. 

They 
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Venus  cutaway  her  foremaft,  loft 
her  bowfpritj  and  is  arrived  at 
Englilb  harbour. 

At  Dominica  they  have  greatly 
fuffered.  Every  building  in  St. 
Vincent  blown  down^  and  the 
town  deftroyed.  The  Juno,  a  new 
French  frigate  of  40  guns,  drove 
on  Ihore,  and  dafhed  ail  to  pieces. 
At  Grenada,  great  devaftaaon  on 
ihore  ;  nineteen  fail  of  loaded 
Dutch  /hips  flranded  and  beat  to 
pieces. 

At  Martinique,  all  the  (hips 
were  blown  oft'  the  ifland  that  were 
bringing  troops  and  proviiions. 
,  On  the  12th  four  fhips  founder- 
ed in  Fort  Royal  Bay,  and  every 
foul  perifhed ;  the  other  (hips  were 
blown  out  of  the  Roads,  and  many 
muft  of  courfe  be  loft. 

In  the  noble  town  of  St.  Pierre 
every  houfe  is  down,  and  more 
than  1000  people  pcrilhed ;  at 
Fort  Royal  town  the  cathedral,  the 
fcvei)  churches,  and  other  noble 
and  religious  edifices,  the  govcr- 
vernor's  houfe,  the  record- oiTice, 
fenate  houfe,  prifons,  hofpitali, 
barfacks,  ilore-houfes  of  govern- 
ment and  merchants,  and  upw.yds 
of  1400  other  houfcs,  were  blown 
down,  and  an  incredible  number 
of  perfons  loll  their  lives ;  the  new 
hofpital  of  Notre  Dame,  the  moll 
convenient  and  elegant  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  in  which  were  1600 
tick  and  wounded  patients,  was 
blown  down,  and  the  greateft  part 
of  them,  with  the  matrons,  nurfes, 
and  attendants.  Sec,  buried  in  the 
ruins.  Every  ftore-houfc  in  the 
dock-yard  is  blown  down,  and 
filled  with  ruins ;  the  fick-hoafe 
of  the  Ihip-wriglus,  &c.  belonging 
to  the  yard,  fhared  the  fate  of  that  ^ 
of  Notre  Dame,  ^nd  about  100 
periftiedy 

I  5y 


They  voted  their  thanks  to  Gene- 
ral Vaughan  and  the  troops;  te 
v-hom  they  propofed,  as  a  rfeward 
for  the  fervice  they  had  been  of  in 
protcAing  their  property,  to  give 
them  a  fix-pence  per  diem ;  to 
which  Mr.  Shirley,  purveyor  to 
the  navy, »  promifed  another  fix- 
p^nce.  A  floop  was  on  the  16th 
difpatched  to  St.  Lucia  to  Com- 
modore Hotham,  with  the  melan- 
choly tidings  of  the  dreadful 
calamity  that  has  befallen  the 
iiland,  fcquefting  of  him  to  fend 
a  frigate  to  England  with  the 
news. 

The  above  is  the  account  fent 
to  Lieut.  Gen.  Vaughan,  com- 
inunder  in  chief  of  the  Leeward 
1/Iands,  and  by  him  tranfmitted 
to  Lord  G.  Germainc, 

Authentic  Accounts  from  •ther  IJlands 
4ire  as  follo'w  : 

At  Antigua  they  felt  no  bad  ef- 
fcfts  from  this  hurricane. 

At  St.  Chriftopher's  many  vcf- 
fcls  were  forced  on  Ihore. 

At  St.  Lucia  all  the  barracks 
and  huts  for  his  majefty's  troops, 
and  other  buildings  in  the  ifland, 
were  blown  down,  and  the  ihips 
were  driven  to  fea;  his  majefty's 
ftip  the  Amazon,  Captain  Finch, 
moil  miraculoufly  efcaped  foun- 
dering ;  fhe  was  on  her  beam-ends 
for  many  hours ;  fhe  lay  down  fo 
far  that  her  windward  guns  were 
io  the  water ;  had  many  men  wafh- 
eJ  over- board,  others  drowned  on 
her  decks ;  was  obliged  to  cut 
away  all  her  mafts  and  bowfprit, 
but  under  jury  -  mafts,  fafely 
arrived  at  Engliih  harbour.  The 
Albemarle  blown  out  of  Barba- 
does,  cut  awayhcr  mafts,  and  alfo 
fut  into  pngliih  harbour,  ,  The 
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«9ll 

^y  the  reports  of  the  day,  the 
number  fuppofe^  to  have  perifhed 
upon  the  ifland,  indoding  ne- 
groes, is  computed  ^t  upwards  of 
9000,  and  the  damage  ^f  upwards 
of  700,000  louis  d'ors, 

The  accounts  from  St,  EuAa- 
tia,    a  Dutch  fettlement,  ar^   (if 
poffible)  ftiir  more^afeding.     On. 
the  loth,  at  eleven  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  iky  on  a  fudden  blacken- 
ed all  around;  it  looked  as  dif- 
Bial  as  night,  attended  with  the 
moft  violent  rains,  thunder,  light- 
'  nine,  and  wind, ever  before  known. 
}n  uke  afternoon  the  gale  increaf* 
cd.     Seven  (hips  were  driven  on 
ftore  near  North-Point,  and  dafh- 
cd  to  pieces  on  the  rocks;  they 
were  bound  for  Europe,  and  tvery 
Ibul,  officers  and  men,  jperiihed. 
Nineteen  Other  fhips  cat  their  ca- 
bles, and  ftood  to  fea ;  only  one 
of  wKich  is  returned,  in  a  moi^ 
difmal  condition.    In  the  night 
cverv  honfe  to  the  northward  and 
Ibuthward  was  blown  down,    or 
waihcd  awaiy,   with  the  inhabi- 
tants, into  the  fea ;  fome  few  only 
efcapin^,    who    crawled    up   the 
iQoantains,  and  hid  themfefves  in 
large  holes.     The  houfes  to  the 
c;^ft  and  well  were  not  fo  muck 
hurt,   till  the   afternoon   of   the 
iith,  when  the  wind  on  a  fudden 
fhifted  to  the  eaftward,    and   at 
night  it  blew  with  redoubled  fury, 
and  fwept  away  every  houfe.   The 
principal  edifices  left  fbinding  are 
die  new  and  old  fort,  the  States 
barracks  and   hofpital,  with  the 
cathpdral,  and  four  other  churches. 
The  deflrudUon  of  people  on  this 
melancholy  event  is  reputed  (whites  * 
and  blacks)  to  be  between  4  and 
5000.     The  pecuniary  lofs  can- 
not be  computed. 


Copiis  o/LeitirshetixieenLordHiWt' 
borough,  and  the  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke, en  the"  Di/mijfflon  of  the 
latter  from  the  Ofice  of  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  the  County  of 
Wilts. 

St.Jamei*s,Feb.  14,  1780. 
}Ay  Lord, 

I  AM  inqch  concerned  that  it 
falls  (p  my  lot  to  obe^  the 
king's  corninands,  hj  acquainting 
yo^t  lordihip  that  his  majefly  has 
no  fartl^er  occaiion  for  your  fer- 
vice  in  the  offices  of  Lord-lieute- 
nant, and  Cuftos  Rotulorum  of 
the  county  pf  Wilts;  and  your 
lordfhip  will,  \  ho{^^  believe  me, 
when  I  afTure  you  {  (hould  be 
glad  of  ,a  more  agreeable  oppor- 
tunity of  exprcffing  the  refpeft, 
with  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  be, 
J  my  lord, 

yo«r  l«rd{hip's  moft  obedient^ 
humble  fervant, 

Hillsborough. 

To  the  Earl  of  Pembroke^  i^c.  iSc. 

Privy  Garden,  Monday  Night, 
Feb.  14,  1780. 

My  Lord, 
T  HAD  the  honour  to  receive 
^  your  lordfhip's  letter  to-day, 
in  which  your  lordihip  fignifies  his 
majeily's  commands  to  you  to  let 
me  know  he  had  no  farther  occa- 
fion  for  my  fervice  in  the  offices 
of  Lord-lieutenant,  and  Cuftos 
Rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Wilts. 
I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  .the 
concern  you  are  fo  good  as  to  ex- 
prefs  upon  the  occafion.  Your 
lordfhip  will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  cx- 
cufe  me,  if,  confcious  as  I  am  of 
my  never -failing  duty,  attach- 
ment 
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inent  and  affe^on  to  his  majefty/ 
I  am  under  the  neceffity  of  im- 
pating  this   mark  of  the   king's 
flifpleafure   to   his  minifters,    on 
account  of  a  vote  I  gave  as  a  free 
man>  upon  a  pi«b)ic  queftion* 
I  nave  the  honour  to  be» 
my  lord, 
your  lordfhip's  moil  obedient » 
and  moH  humble  fervant, 
Pembroke, 
To  the  ^arl  of  Hilljhorougb,  ^c. 


Proceedings  in  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Piz- 
2oni,  thf  Venetian  Refidentf 

C\^  Thurfday  the  jdof  Febru- 

\j  zry^  the  Lord  Chancellor 
and  Earl  Mansfield  met  in  Lin- 
coln's-inn-hall,  to  try  a  caufe, 
as  extraordinary  as  it  was  novel  • 
The  court  itfelf  was  the  firli  of 
the  kind  that  ever  fat  in  thi^ 
kingdom;  itsjurifdidtion  wasella* 
blifhed  by  an  ad  paiTed  in  the 
5th  of  Queen  Ann,  which  cm- 
powers  the  chancellor,  and  the 
two  chief  juflices  of  the  King's-' 
Bench  and  Common  Pleas,  or  any 
two  of  them,  to  take  cognizance 
of  illegs^l  attacks  on  the  privi- 
leges of  ambaffadors,  and  to  judge 
of  them  in  a  fummary  way.  This 
accounts  for  Lord  Thurlow  and 
Lord  Mansfield  meeting  on  the 
fame  bench.  The  caufe  brought 
before  |hem  was  on  the  complaint 
of  the  Attorney-general  again  ft  a 
Mr.  Reilly,  ^p  upholflerer,  for 
fuing  out  a  writ  again  ft  Mr,  Piz- 
zoni,  the  late  refident  from  the 
republic  of  Venice ;  Mr.  Gapper, 
an  attorney,  for  having  figned  it ;. 
and  one  Cawdron,  a  iherifPsrofE- 
cer,  for  having  executed  it,  at  a 
time  when  Pizzoni  was  entitled  to 


the  privileges  of  an  ambaflador. 
The  Attorney-general,  aflifted  by 
the  Solicitor-general,  barely  ftat- 
ed  the  cafe  in  a  mild  manner, 
and  prayed  that  the  court  would,  . 
for  the  fake  of  example,  inflid  a 
puaiihment  on  the  defendants. 

It  Was  pleaded  in  favour  of  the 
defendants,  that  Mr.  Pizzoni  hav» 
ing  had  his  audience  of  leave,  and 
his  fucceflbr  having  been  intro* 
duced  to  their  majefties,  it  was 
very,  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
former  was  no  longer  veftcd  with 
a  public  charafler,  which  could 
protect  ^him*  from  arrefts  ;  and 
that,  as  the  expreftion  in  the  aft  . 
of  parliament,  which  allows  tQ 
foreign  minifters  a  reafonahle  time 
to  withdraw  from  the  kingdom, 
was  vague. and  indeterminate,  it 
was  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
they  thought  eight  days  a  reafon- 
ahle time.  The  counfel,  there- 
fore, hoped,  that  if  the  defend- 
aints  defcrved  any  punilhment  at 
all,  it  bught  to  be  the  li'^gheft  that 
the  court  could  poffibly  infiift,  - 

The  Lord  Chancellor  did  not 
appear  inclined  to  fevcrity.  He 
aiked  if  the  defendants  had  offer... 
ed  to  make  any  fubmiffion.  It 
was  replied,  that  the  attorney 
and  officer  had;  but  that  Reilly 
could  not,  being,  at  the  time  of 
the  arreft,  himfelf  a  clofe  prifon- 
er  in  the  King's-bench  tor  the 
debt  due  to  him  from  Pizzoni.  > 

The  Attorney  -  genera],  after 
having  heard  the  defence,  prayfed, 
that,  for  example  fake,  the  court 
would  punifh  the  defendants ;  but 
did  by  no  means  wifh  to  overturn 
any  thing  that  had  been  faid  by 
way  of  mitigation. 

The  l.ord  Chancellor  obferved» 

that  the  ^ucilion^  being  a  queftioa 

betweea 
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between  nation  and  nation «  was 
by  no  means  a  fit  fubjedt  for  fpe- 
cttlation.  The  time  allowed  for 
ambaffadors  to  depart  the  king- 
dom cbuld  noty  and  indeed  ougnt 
not,  to  be  defined ;  nor  fhould 
their  privi^ges  be  invaded,  even 
after  they  have  difcharged  their 
embaiTy,  unlefs  it  fhould  appear 
that  they  intended  to  fink  into  the 
rank  of  common  fubje£ts,  by  tak- 
ing up  their  refidence  in  this  coun- 
try. As  to  the  punifhment,  the 
aftkir,  he  faid,  was  of  a  delicate 
nature,  and  required  fome  time 
for  deliberation  before  judgment 
ihouid  be  pronounced.  Of  the 
fame  opinion  was  Lord  Mens- 
field. 


Jtrt^ai£ofMr,iuTke'sBiII/or  *  thi 
hitttr  Regulation  vf  his  Majefty*i 
Ci'uilEfiahliJbmtMt,  and  of  certain 
f^uhlic  OJices }  for  the  Limitation  of 
FenfionSf  and  the  SufpreJJion  of 
fttndry  ufelefs,  expinji've,  andin^ 
€9m'Oeuient  F  laces  \  and  for  apply- 
tug  the  Monies  fa^ed  thereby  to 
the  public  Sem;ice.* 

■The  Bill  fets  forth, 
^Tp^HAT  large  aids  having 
X  b^cn  granted  to  his  ma- 
jefly  1!?  fupport  of  the  prefent  war, 
have  caufed  a  confiderable  in- 
creafe  of  the  public  debt,  and  fub- 
jcdled  the  people  of  this  realm 
to  many  burthens  and  inconve- 
niences. 

That  farther  grants  and  bur- 
thens may  be  flill  necefTary  ;  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  reprefenta- 
ivrts  of  the.  commons  ofthe  land 
that  due  care  fhould  be  taken,  by 
a  reduction  of  unnecefTary  charges, 
by  introducing  a  better  order  into 
the  management  of  the  ^xpences 


of  his  majefly*«  civil  eUablifhment* 
by  rendering  the  public  accounts 
more  eafy,  by  a  farther  fecurity 
for  the  independence  of  parlia- 
ment, and  by  applying  the  mo- 
nies, which  are  not  now  fo  pro- 
perly hufbanded,  to  the  public 
fervice;  to  afford  all  pofTible  re- 
lief to  the  people  of  this  realm, 
thereby  adding  flrength  to  his  ma- 
jefty's  government. 

And  therefore  cnafts. 

That  the  office  of  third  fecrctary 
of  flate,  or  fecretary  of  ftate  for 
the  colonies,  and  the  board  of 
trade  and  plantations,  fhall  be 
aboliihed. 

There  are  claufes. 

Declaring  by  whom  the  da^ 
ties  of  fuch  offices  fhall  be  per- 
formed. 

The  bill  further  fets  forth. 

That  the  conflitution  of  his  ma. 
jcfly's  court  and  houlhold  being  in 
many  particulars  inconvenient,  and 
having  a  tendency, to  create  ex- 
pence. 

Therefore  the  bill  enafls. 

That  the  offices  of  treafurer  of 
the  chamber,  the  treafurer  of  the 
houlhold,  and  the  fcveral  other 
offices  of  his  majefly's  houfhold 
therein  mentioned,  with  their  de- 
pendencies, ihall  be  abolifhed.  • 
There  are  claufes. 

For  transferring  the  jurifdidion 
of  the  Green- cloth  to  other  per- 
fons,  and  for  providing  for  the 
tables  of  his  majefty's  houfhold  by 
contraft — for  aboliming  the  offices 
of  the  great  wardrobe  ;  removing 
wardrobe  and  other  offices  therein 
mentioned,  with  their  dependen- 
cies— for  abolifhing  the  board  of 
works,  and  for  appointing  a  fur- 
ve'yor  or  comptroller  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  buildings  and  gardens,  and 
for  providing  for  the  expences  at- 
jCcnding 
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.tending  die  fame  by  contract— for 
declaring  that  all  falaries  and 
charges  of  his  majeily^s  houfhold 
/hall  be  paid  at  the  Exchequer— 
that  furniture  and  moveables  of 
his  majefly's  houfhold  (hall  be 
purchafed  by  contra^— for  declar- 
ing that  his  majeily's  llables  fhall 
be  Aipplied  by  con  trad — that  the 
offices  of  mafter  of  the  buck- 
hounds,  fox-hounds,  anid  harriers, 
be  aboliihed,  and  the  duty  per- 
formed by  the  fenior  eqnerry,  and 
to  be  provided  for  by  contra  A — for 
making  regulations  in  the  body  of 
yeomen  of  the  guards,  and  band 
of  gentlemen-peniioners — for  abo- 
liihing  the  office  of  pay  mailer  of 
the  penfions,  dircfting  that  ail 
peniions  fhall  hereafter  be  paid  at 
the  Exchequer— for  limiting  the 
fum  to  be  appropriated  to  the  pen- 
iion  lift — for  regulating  the  pri- 
vate lifts  of  penfions — to  limit  the 
fum  of  money  to  be  iflucd  for  fe- 
cret  fcrvice  in  one  year — for  regu- 
lating the  ifTuing  ,of  money  for 
forei^  and  fecret  fervice — for  re- 
gulating the  method  of  iiTuing 
money  for  the  purpofe  of  fpecial 
fcrvice-;- for  claiTing  the  order  of 
payments  of  his  majefty's  civil 
Cilablifhment,  and  for  applying 
the  balance  of  fuch  accounts. 
The  bill  fets  forth. 

That  there  having  been  great 
delays  in  palling  the  accounts  of 
paymafter -general  and  treafurer  of 
the  navy; 

I'hc  bill  direds 

The  method  of  iiTuing  the  money 
for  the  ufe  of  thofe  oliices  re- 
fpedlively  to  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land.    ■ 

There  are  claufes, 

DireHing  the  method  and  times 
of  making^ up  their  accounts,  and 


for  compelling  the  payment  of  b«^ 
lances. 

The  bill  alfo  fets  forth," 

In  order  that  no  reformatioa 
made  by  this  a^  ihould  operate  as 
a  retrofpedlive  penalty,  and  to  put 
an  end  to  fuits  between  the  public 
and  private  perfons : 

.  Thertfore  the  bill/enafts. 

That  commiflioners  may  be  ap« 
pointed  by  his  majefty,  to  call  be- 
fore them  fever al  accountants, 
againft  whom  balances  are  return- 
ed, in  order  to  examine  and  to 
proceed  in  fuch  manner  as  in  the 
bill  is  mentioi\ed. 

The  bill  further  fets  forth. 

That  feveral  of  the  chief  offices 
In  the  Exchequer  bejne^  held  for 
life,  and  having  becii  granted  as 
an  honourable  provifion  for  the 
perfons  or  families  of  thofe  who 
have  fcrved  the  ftate,  and  which 
the  law  of  the  land  hath  infured 
to  them,'and  that  it  is  equally  ex- 
pedient that  the  crown  fhould  not 
in  future  be  debarred  from  the 
means  of  making  an  honourable 
provifion  for  thofe  who  fcrved  the 
ftate. 

The  bill  fets  forth. 

That  the  board  of  ordnance  is 
properly  a  military  concern,  and 
at  prefent  attended  with  great  ex- 
pence  to  the  public. 

Therefore  the  bill  enacls. 

That  the  civil  branch  of  the  faid 
board  ihall  be  fuppreiTed. 
There  are  claufes, 

Dirc«Sting  in  what  manner  the 
faid  office  fhall  be  executed^  both 
for  the  land  and  naval  fervice— 
for  appointing  a  comiiiliSon  di- 
redled  to  certain  commifTioners, 
who  are  to  regulate  all  things  re- 
lative to  the  faid  ordnance,  and 
to  bring  the  fame  to  a  more  per- 
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fed  conformity  to  military  pur* 
pofes. 

There  ite  ilfo  claufes 
t^or  tarrying  the  falaries,  fees, 
^nd  othdr  Aims  of  money,  faved 
by  virtue  <5f  this  aft,  to  the  fink- 
ing fund— tb  declare  that  no  office 
fhall  be  creatc'd  in  the  nature,  or 
for  the  purpofcs  of  ihofe  abolish- 
ed  by  this   aft  —  for  appointing 
commiiHoners  to  hear  the  reprc- 
fentations  of  perfons  aggrieved  by 
this  aft ;  and  for  giving  perfoils 
difplaced  by  this  aft  a  right  to  thfc 
fucccilion  to  vacant  offices. 
Therefore  the  bill  enafts 
'What  (hall  be  the  falary  of  cer- 
tain pffices  of  the  Exchequer,  after 
the  lives  of  the  prefent  poflcffors 
and  grantees  in  reverfion* 
The  bill  fets  forth. 
That   the   conftitution   of   the 
Mint  is  expenfive,  and  that  tlie 
coinage  ought  to  be  of  none  or  lit- 
tle expence  to  the  nation  ; 

Therefore  the  bill  enafts, 
'  That  the  office  of  the  Mint  (hall 
be  aboliihed. 

There  arc  claufes 
For  paying  falarics  to  the  pre- 
fent officers  of  the  Mint,  who  mail 
be  removed— that  the  Trea/ury 
ihall  contraft  with  the  Bank  for 
coinage— that  the  Bank  (hall  un- 
dertake the  remittance  of  all  mo- 
ney for  the  ufe  of  his  maje(ly*s 
forces  in  foreign  parts,  declaring 
what  perfons  (hall  hereafter  be 
deputy-paymader  or  army  agents* 


Extras  from  the  EJiiis  lately  puh* 
lijhed  h  the  King  of  France,  9k 
the  Suhje£i  of  national  Oeeonomy, 
quoted  by  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  Speech 
tn  the  Necejfitj  tjf  Reformation 


in  the  Adminiftration  oftbepuhtl^ 
FiHancesi 

LOUIS,  AfC.   Bein^  wholly  oc- 
cupied in  eftablilhing  order 
and  oeconomy  in  the  expences  of  our 
hou(hold,  in  as  great  a  degree  as 
confifts   with  the  dignity  of  our 
crown,  we  have  conHdcred^    that 
it  will  be  conducive  to  this  end  to 
re* unite  to  us    all  the  offices  of 
our    private    hou(hold,  v  part    of 
which  had  been  alienated  by  the 
kings  our  predccefTors;  under  the 
titles  of  cafual  revenues,  and  had 
thereby  become  a  heavy  charge  to 
the  crown  ;  as  we  (hall  therefore 
become   alone   interefted   in    the 
number  and  value  of  thefe  offices^ 
we   (hall   be  inore  at  liberty  to 
abolKh  fach  as  appear,  to  be  ufe- 
lefs,  to  determine  the  emolument^ 
to  confult  only,  in  thefe  arrange^- 
ments,  our  general  views  of  ad-» 
roiniftration.     We   (hall  refer  to 
ourfelves  to  examine  in  our  juftice 
what  difadvantages  may  enfue  to 
pur  chief  officers,  ^and  thofe   of 
the  queen,  our  deareft  wife  and 
companion,  from  the  deprivation 
of  thofe  cafual  revenues,   which 
add  nothing  in  fplendor  equal  to 
their  immenfe  charge.     We  will 
befides  preferve  to  them  their  va-     i 
rious  privileges,  and  they  always 
(hall  be,  as  they  at  prefent  are^ 
eminently    di(tingni(hed    by    the 
rank  and  dignity  of  the  perfons  to     j 
whom  they  are  entrufted.  | 

*  For  thefe  caufe»,  fee' 
This  Edift  iscompofed  of  thrcd 
artidtsi 

ExtraB  from  the  King's  EdiS  for 
the  SuppreJ^on  of  the  Charge  of 
Comptroller 'general  of  the  IKing^s 
H§^/holdi  and  tbi  Money  Cham* 

her. 
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itr,  tie  Lieutenant  Comptroller" 
General  of  the  Furniture  belong' 
ing  to  the  Cro'wn  ;  the  Office  of 
Comptroller-General  of  the  Sfa- 
hles,  of  Lieutenant  Comptroller* 
General  of  the  Plate ^  Houfehold 
jimufements,  and  Affairs  of  the- 
King^s  Chamber ;  and  of  the  tnvo 


the  fame  time  we  have  thought 
proper  to  eflabliih  a  general  office 
for  the  cxptenccs  of  our  houfehold, 
which  fhall  be  compofed  of  two 
Magiftrates  taken  from  our  Cham-* 
ber  of  Accounts,  and  five  Com- 
miifioners-general  which  Hiall  be 

^ ,  -,  thrown  out  by  this  arrangement. 

Offices  of  Comptroller 'General  of    and  who,  in  uniting  their  differ* 
the  ^een^s  Houpold\  'with  the    cnt  knowledge,  will  be  very  ca- 
pable of  condudling,    with  ipirit 
and   uniformity,    the   whole   ex* 


Eftahlijbment  of  a  General  Office, 
for  the  E^pence  of  the  Houfehold, 
Gi'oen  at  Verfailles,  in  the  Month 
ofjaseuary,  I780* 


LOUIS,  &c.  Having  refleaed, 
that,  without  effeniial  alterations 
in  the  dire&ion  of  the  cxpences  of 
car  houfehold,  we  fhould  hardly 
foe  able  to  eftablifh  a  permanent 
improvement  in  the  conducing  of 
them,  wc  have  begun  by  reduc- 
ing the  great  number  of  coiFera 
and  treafuries  to  one  only.  Wc 
have,  by  our  Edift  of  this  day, 
united  all  the  offices  of  our  houfe- 
hold with  the  cafual  revenues ; 
and  now,  to  render  the  plan  wc 
have  prefcribed  to  onrfelves  more 
complete,  we  have  thought  pro- 
per to  fupprcfs  the  offices  of 
Comptroller-general  of  our  houfe- 
hold, and  of  the  Money  Cham- 
ber ;  that  of  the  Lieutenant  Comp- 
trollcr.gcncral  of  the  furniture  be- 
longing to  the  crown ;  the  offices 
of  Lieutenants  and  Comptrollers- 
general  of  our  Stables;  thofe  of 
Lieutenants  and  Comptrollers-ge- 
neral of  the  plate,  the  houfehold 
amufements,  and  affairs  of  our 
chamber  ;  the  two  offices  of  Comp- 
trollers-general to  the  queen's 
hoafchold,  our  dearefl  wife  and 
companion  ;  and  we*  will  that  all 
tiiefe  offices  fhall  be  paid  in  ready 
Bioney  after  their  liquidation.   At 


pences  of  our  houfehold.  This 
office  is  to  be  immediately  em- 
ployed in  a  full  examination  of 
every  part  of  it,  in  order  to  pro- 
duce the  greatefl  perfpicuity,  for 
the  purpole  of  introducing  all  the 
improvements  of  every  kind,  which 
the  bufinefs  is  capable  of;  and 
fhall  render  an  exa6t  account  of 
their  operations  both  to  the  mini- 
fler  of  our  houfehold,  and  that  of 
finances,  for  the  better  introduce 
ing  in  this  eitablifhment  every  al- 
teration which ^fhall  be  found  ufe- 
ful,  and  to  the  execution  of  which 
there  yet  remains  every  obflade  ; 
that  they  may  thus  be  immediate-^ 
ly  known  and  removed,  and  that 
our  general  adminiftration  being 
thus  drawn  into  one  common  of- 
fice, may  receive  all  the  lights  ne- 
ceffary  for  accompliihing  the  plan 
we  have  approved.  We  keep  our 
high  and  chief  offi'cers  in  the  ho- 
nourable fituation  of  receiving  our 
orders  immediately  from  us,  traa- 
fmitting  them,  and  watching  that 
they  are  put  into  execution. — But 
they  being  called  Out  on  our  fer- 
vice  in  our  provinces  and  armies, 
and  not  having  time  to  fpare  in 
infpefUng  the  particulars  of  fi- 
nance  and  oeconomy,  which  re-  • 
quire  continual  affiduity  and  watch- 
iMlhtU,  we  imagine  they  will  be- 
hold. 
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#  hold,  without  pain,  this  part  of 
oar  admin iilration  feparated  from 
their  ncfble  offices  near  our  per- 
fon ;  and  we  have  too  much  ex- 
perienced their  zeal  and  attach- 
jhent  not  to  be  convinced  that 
they  will  eagerly  fecond  the  ge- 
neral plan  for  the  ellablifhment  of 
regularity  in  our  finances,  and  to 


prove  more  and  more  to  our  fairn- 
ful  fubjetfts,  how  much  it  is  oar 
defire  to  avoid  having  recourfe  to 
new  taxes,  till  tve  have  eftimnt- 
ed  2(11  the  refources  arifing  from 
this  fyftem  of  order  and  occono- 
niy. 

*  For  thefe  caufes,  &c.* 
This  Edidlconfifls  of  16  articles^ 


The 
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The  following  authentic  Extrads  from  the  Corn-R^gifter,  ire  t^eS 
from.  Accoaats  coiieded  from  the  Cuftom-Hoafe  BcoJcs^  and  deli* 
vered  to  Mr.  John  James  Catherwood^  by  Authority  of  Parliament. 

^  Account  'of  the  ^antities  of  all  Co fn  and  Grant  exported  from ,  and  im^ 
ported  info,  England  and  Scotland,  ivith  the  Bounties  and  Dranvhach 
paid,  and  the  Duties  recei'ved  thereon,  for  one  Year  ended  the  ^tb  of  J^^ 
nuary,  1781.  *         • 

EXPORTED. 

Britiih         ]    Foreign         Bounties  and  f 
Qj alters.  Quarters*     Drawbacks  paid. 


17.80. 
ENGLAND. 


Wheat     .  . 
Wheat  Flour 

Rye   .     -  - 

Barley     -  . 

Malt   -   .  - 

Oats  -    -  . 

Oatmeal  -  - 

Beans      -  - 

Peafc  -    .  . 


SCOTLAND, 


Wheat  ... 
Wheat  Flour  - 
Barley  and  Bear 
Malt  -  -  -  - 
Oats  -  -  .  - 
Oatmeal  -  -  - 
Peafe  and  Beans 

Bifcuit    .     -     - 


1780. 
ENGLAND. 


Wheat     -  - 
Wheat  Flour 

Barley     -  - 

Oats       -  - 
Oatmeal 

Beans      -  - 

Pcafe     -  . 


SCOTLAND. 

Wheat  Flour    .     - 
Oats     .      -     -     - 


Bifcuit    -     -    - 
Vol.  XXIIL 


63.240 

136,939 

6,305 

32,956 

8,904 
916 

3>S^7 


773 

15,101 

18,706 

2,415 

4,696 

1,380 

cwt.  qr.  lb. 
12,6l3:|:23J 

M    P    O    R 

Quarters. 


1,662 

3S2 

189,964 

612 

7,406 

«7*7i9 


7*067' 
932 

Nil 

2.407 

Nil 

8,726 
449 

2,357 

3.»3i. 


873 
4,667 

cwt.  qr.     lb. 
284  —   17 


! 


70*483  >3  SiBo- 
29  17  I  Dr. 


7*232    3  6|Bo. 


T    E    D. 

Duties 
received. 

C      'T.      d. 

1,067  o  u 


60  11  o£ 


[^ 
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The  fdHawing  it  tn  tccoont  of  the  average  prices  of  corn  in  England 
and  Walcs^  by  die  ftan4ard  Wiachefier  bu&el^  for  the  year  1780* 


Wheat 
/.    d. 

4    Si 


Rye 
/•    d, 

'    9l 


B»rl«y 
^.  d. 
?     if 


Oats 
/•    d. 

I    7i 


Beans 
i.     d. 


N.  B*   T^^  prices  of  the  iineft  an4  coarfeft  forts  of  grain  generalljr 
exceed  and  reduce  thf  average  price  as  follows,  viz. 

Wheat    Rye    Barley    Oats    B^ans. 
Per  bttftcl,    6d.        3J.       3d,        3d.        ftd» 


PRIC» 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament,  for 
-the  year  1780. 


K  A  V  Y, 

December  2,  1779* 
!•  ^TpHAT  85,000  men  be  employecl  for  the  (et 
X      rervice,    for    the    year    1780,    including 
tS, 7 79  marines. 

2.  That  a  Aim,  not  exceeding  4I.  per  month  per 
man,  be  allowed  for  maintaining  th^  faid  85,000  men* ' 
for  13  months,  including  ordinance  for  fea  fcrvice      4,420,000    o    9 
February  24,  1780* 

1 .  For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  inplqding  half  pay , 

to  the  Tea  and  marine  oiHcers,  for  thi  year  1780        -       85,381     7     ^ 

2.  Towards  building,  rebuilding,  and  repairs  of 
(hips  of  war  in  his  Majefty's  yards,  and  other  extra- 
works,  over  and  above  what  are  propofed  to  be  done 
upon  the  beads  of  wear  and  tear  m  ordinary,  for  the 

year  17^0          -^ —     697,903    o     o 

May  18. 

Towards  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  debt  of 

the  navy                -^-—  ■  1,500,000    o    o 

7,003,284    7     6 

ARMY.  — p 

December  9. 

1.  That  a  number  of  land  forces,  including  4*2^3 
invalids,  amounting  to  35,005  effcflive  men,  com- 
miiiioned  and  non-commiflioned  officers  included,  be 
employed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1780  — *^ 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  35,005  effedlive 
men  for  guards,  garrifcns,  and  other  his  Majefty's 
forces  in  Great- Britain,  Jcrfey,  and  Guernfey,  for 

the  year  1780         ■  ——     946,176     3     5 

3.  For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  general  HafF  offi- 
cers in  Great- Britain,  for  the  ye^r*  1780  -—       44,875     8     3 

4.  For  maintaining  his  Majedy's  iforces  and  garri- 
fODS  ia  the  plantations  and  Africa^  including  thofi;  in 

•■"•'•  gaprifon 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.   [309 

garri(bn  in  Minorca  and  Gibrakar;  and  for  proviiions 
im  the  forces  in  North  America^  Nova  Scotia,  New- 
foundiand^  Gibraltar^  the  Ceded  lilands,  and  Africa, 
for  the  year  1780  •^—  —  19418^059     i     % 

5.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  five  Hanoverian  re- 
giments of  foot  at  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  and  for 
provifions  for  the  three  battalions  of  the  faid  troops 

at  Gibraltar,  for  the  year  1780  *      ■  56,228  II   I  if 

6.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  13,472  men  of  the    ' 
troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  Hbife  Caflel,  in  the  pay 
of  Great-Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant 

to  treaty,  for  the  year  1780  '   ■■■  ■  367,892  19     4 

"J.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  two  regiments  of 
Manao,  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  together  with 
the  fubfidy,  parfuant  to  treaty  with  the  hereditary 
Prince  of  HeAe  CaiTe],  for  the  year  1780  —— -     35, S^^  '9    9 

8.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  foot 
of  Waldeck,  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  together 
with  the  fubfidy,  Dnrfaant  to  treaty  with  the  reigning 

Prince  of  Waldeck,  for  the  year  1780  —     i?95^9  H     9 

9.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  4300  men,  the 
troops  of  the  reigning  Duke  of  Brnnfwick,  in  the  pay 
of  Great-Britain>  together  with  the  fubfidy,  for  the 

year  1780  — —  ^    94,173  12    4I 

10.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  1447  men,  the 
troops  of  the  Margrave  of  Brandeburgh  Anfpach,  in 
the  pay  of  Great- Britain^  together  with  the  fubfidy, 

for  the  year  1780  ■  ^  —    39,718  18     if 

1 1.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  corps  of  foot  of 
Anhalt  Zerbft,  in  the  pay  of  Great-  Britain,  together 
with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the  reign- 
ing Prince  of  Anhalt  Zerbft,  for  the  year  1780         *     16,661     6    4f 

12.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  provifions  for  the 
foreign  troops  ferving  in  NorOi  America,  in  the  pay 

of  Great- Britain,  for  the  year  1780  '"     48,801  10    6 

13.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  artillery  for  the  fo-^  ^ 
reign  troops  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  purfuant  to 

treaties,  for  the  year  1780        — -  — ^    ^7*74'  1^    ^ 

14.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  embodied  mi- 
litia of  the  feveral  counties  of  South  Britain,  and  of 
four  regiments  of  fencible  men  in  Ndrth  Britain,  for 

the  year  1780  •— *■  -  653,926    a    o 

15.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  cloathing  for  the 

embodied  militia  in  South  Britain,  for  the  year  1 780  -     96, 183     4    Z 

1 6.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  additional  compa- 
nies and  additionals  to  the  embodied  militia  in  South 

Britain,  for  the  year  1778  —  •— —      •>943  ^3    ^ 

[17]  3  17.  For 
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17.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  th^  qcw  levies  or- 
dered to  beraifedyfor  the  year  1780  —  258,206  x8     o 
April  u. 

I.  For  defraying,  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Colonel 
Fullarton's  corps,  from  the  24th  day  of  Febraary, 
1780,  to  the  24ih  day  of  December  fgUowing,  boili 
inclufive,  being  305  days         —  — —      S>6z3  17     6 

£.  Eor  defraying  the  charge  of  one  additional 
troop,  wiih  a  Vieucenant^colone!,  co  Lieut.  Colonel 
Holroyd*s  corps  of  light  dragoons,  from  the  25th  day 
of  December,  1779,  to  the  24ih  day  of  December, 
17.80,  both- inclufive,  being  366  days  — — —      3,179  12     6 

3.  For  defraying,  tlie  charge  of*  M<»jor  Geaeral 
Rainsford's  regiment  of  foot,  from  the  24th  day. of. 
Fcbiuary,   1780,  to  the  24ih  day  of  December  fbl- 

lowing,  both  iaclufive^  being  305  days  —     l2.,c)i()     9     2 

4.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Colonel 
Humberllone's  corp? ,  from  the  24th.day  of  February, 
1780,  to  the  24ih  day  of  December  fdiovving,  both 

incJufive,  being  305  days  -—• .  —       8,623   17     6 

5.  Towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  out  pen- 

fioners  of  Cheifea-Hofpital,  fqr  tht?  y«ar  17S0  —    87v7i8     o     o 

May  18, 

1.  For  defraying  the  charges  of  additional  coffin 
panies  and  addition^is  to  the  embodied-  militia   in 

South  Britain,  including  cloathing^  for  the  year  1780      1I1712     9     6 

2.  To  make  good  the  de^^icncy  on  the  pay  of 
additional  companies  and  additionaU  to  the  embodied 

militia  in  South  Britain,  for  the  year  1779  —  468  15.    8 

3.  For  defraying  ihc  charge  of  the  new  levies,^ 
from  the  commencfiment  of  their  rcfpctlive  eftab- 

lifhments  to  the  24th  day  of  December,  1779        —     30,296  16     8 
May  22. 

1.  On  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  his  Ma- 

jcfty's  land  forces  and  maxiacs,  for  the  year  1780     -     82,90;     »    o 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  for  allowances  to  fe- 
veral  private  gentlemen  of  the  tuo  troops  of  horfc 
guards  reduce  J  j^  and  to  the  fuperannuated  gentle- 
men of  the  four  troops  of  horfe  guar  da,  for  the  year 

1750  ■    ■     '  ■  608    6     6 

May  23. 
Towards  defraying   the  exiraordinary  cxfvec^fs  of 
his  Majtity's  hnd  fo»Trs,  snd  Other  fervices  iocurreJ,, 
between  the  3Ut  Jar),  1779,  and  the  lil  i'tb.  i7So> 
a.id  not  piov:dtd  tor  bv  p^'. lament  — —•2,4r8,8c5'  18  liy 

6,797.5^^*  1^     ^ 
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ORDNANCE. 
Decembbr  i$9  1778. 
1 4  For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  Ordnance  for 
the  land  fervice,  for  the  year  1780  ■  ■  ■  ^  458>136    $  U 

2.  I^or  defraying  the  expence  of  fervices  performed 
hy  the  office  of  Ordnance  for  land  fbrvice,  and  not 
provided  for  by  parliament  in  the  year  1779  — -  ^gj,4,66    o  tt 

.'nil'    r  iiB  I  !*•    iSii^ 

1,040,602  10  10 
MISCELLANEOUS    SERVICESi    * 

DCCBMBER  20>    I77p. 

To  be  paid  to  William  Smith,  Dodor  of  Phyfic^ 
in  recompence  for  his  conftant  and  humane  attendance 
upon  the  uck  and  de«iea(ed  priibners  in  the  feveral 
gaols  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  city  of  Weftminfter> 
and  borough  of  Southv^ark,  for  near  four  years  laft 
pad,  and  for  repaying  the  faid  William  Smith  the 
feveral  foros  of  money  by  him  expended  in  purchaiing 
proper  medicinies  for  fuch  fick  and  di(eaf(^d  prifoners        i^tbo    o    p 

DEtBUBSR   $1. 
To  bie  advanced   to  the  governor  and  company 
of  the  merchants  of  England^  ti'ading  into  the  Le- 
vant fea>  to  be  applied  in  adifting  the  faid  company 
in  carrying  on  their  trade  ■■»     lOiOOO    O    o 

For  the  expenc^s  of  the  new  roads  of  common 
taication,  and  building  bridges,  in  the  Highlands  of 
North- Britain,  in  the  year  1780  ■•  ■■  ■<■  «■      6,997'    4    } 

MAacH  7,  i?8o. 
Towards    enabling   the   Traftecs   of  thfe  Britife 
Mufeum  to  carry  ob  the  execution  of  the  trufts  iepofed 
in  them  by  Parliament  — i-  .      — .       J, 560    o    6    , 

May  i8, 

1.  To  make  good  the  like  fum  ifTded  by  his  Ma- 
Jefty's  orders  in  purfuance  of  the  addrefies  of  the 

Houftt  -  ■  ■  ''ii  ■  ■  '"'^     I5>700  .0    0 

2.  To  replace  the  fum  itfued  by  his  Majefty's  or- 
aers  10  Mr.  Duncan  CampbelU  for  the  expence  oT 
confining,  malncaining>  and  employing  ct)Qvi£ts  on 

the  River  Thames  ■'   -^     ■  —     14,348     a    9 

May  30.       "  ^ 

!.  To  riiafee  good  the  fum  iffaed  by  his  Ma}ffty*S' 
Orders,    to  be  applied  for  the  relief  and  benefit  of 
fundry  American  civii  officers^  and  others  who  have 
fiiifered  on  account  of  their  attachment  to  his  Ma* 
jefty's* government  ■  ■  ■■  »■>   ,  $7,9x0  xa    o 

JuNi  1. 
I.  For  defraying  expcnccs  aftendiog  general  fuN 
Veys  of  his  Majefly's  dominions  in  IS^otth  America, 
for  the  year  1 7S0  —  —       1,8*32     5     o 

[U]  4  2.  For 
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2.  Por  defraying  the  charges  of  the  following  civil 
eftabliOiments  in  America,  and  other  incidental  ex* 
pences  attending  the  fame,  for  the  year  1780  : 

1.  His. Majefty's  ifland  of  St.  John's  31  Jo!. 
-2.  tlii  Majcfty's  colony  of  Georgia           2966I. 

3.  His  Majefty's  colony  of  Nova  Scotia     4796I. 

4.  His  Majcfty's  colony  of  Eaft  Florida     3950I. 
-5.  His  Majcfty's  colony  of  Weft  Florida   3900I. 

■  18,662    o    o 

3.  For  repairing,  maintaining,  and  fapporting  the 
Britilb  forts  and  fettlements'  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 

for  the  year  1780 —       13,000     o     0\ 

4.  Towards  carrying  on  the  buildings  at  Somerfet 

Houfe,  for  1780  ■  *  25,000     o    o 

168,149  19    9 

LOANS    DISCHARGED.  ■ 

April  ±,  1780. 
I  For  paying  off  and  d\fcharging  the  Exchequer 
bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  aS,  paffed  in  the  lalfc 
fellion  of  parliament,  intitled,  **  An  a£t  for  ena- 
bling his  Majefty  to  raife  the  fum  of  one  million,  for 
the  ufes  and  purpofes  therein  mentioned,*'  and 
charged  on  the  &rfk  aids  to  be  granted  in  this  feilion 
of  parliament  ■■  *■  i ,000,000     o    • 

2.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 
bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  ad,  paffed  in  the  laft 
fefioa  of  parliament,  intitled,  '*  An  a£l  for  raffing 
a  certain  fum  of  money  by  loans  or  Exchequer 
bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1779,"  and  charged 
on  the  firil  aids  to  be  granted  in  this  feffion  of  par- 
liament   —  - — —1,500,000    o    o 

3.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 
bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  ad,  paffed  in  the 
laft  feffion  of  parliament,  intitled,  **  An  aft  for 
raffing  a  farther  fum  of  nnoney,  by  loans  or  Exche- 
quer bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1779"  "~  1,900,000    o    o 

4.  For  difcharging  and  paying  off  the  prizes  of 

the  lottery  of  the  year  1779      — —  >.    ■  490,000    o    o 

V     -     -    .  .  •  

4,890,000    o    o 

DEFICIENCIES,  — — — 

May  23. 
I.  To  replace  to  the  (inking  fund,  the  like  fum 
paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the  deficiency 
on*  the  5th  July,  1779.  ^^  '^^  ^""*^  eftablifhed  for 
paying  annuities,  granted  by  an  a6b  made  in  the 
'3ifl  year  of  his  late  Majefly>  toward  the  fupply 
granted  for  the  year  1758  *_  ■  ■     37*372  >8    pf 
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2.  To  replace  to  the  finking  fund^  the  like  fam 
•  paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  ^ood  the  deficiency 

on  the  5th  July,  1779,  of  the  fond  eftabliihed  for 
paying  annuities,  granted  by  an  aft. made  in  the 
18th  year  of  his  prefcnt  Majefty,  towards  the  fqpply 
granted  for  the  year  1778  —  —  332,856    4    5^ 

3.  To  replace  to  tne  finking  fand,  the  like  fum 
paid  oot  of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the  deficiency 
on  the  5th  Jttly,  17791  of  the  fund,  e dab! ifhed  for 
paying  annuities,  granted  by  an  aft  made  in  the 
i8ch  year  of  his  prefent  Majefly',  towards  the  fupply 

granted  for  the  year  1778  •  167,036  14.     i£ 

4.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 

the  fervicc  of  the  year  1779  —  300,687     o    7 

To  make  good  the  deftciency  of  the  land  tax         -  250,000    o    o 
To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  malt  tax        -  200,000    o    o 


1,287,952  17  iii 


Total  of  fupplies  -^  ■        ■    21,196,496  12    gl 

Ways  axJ  Mbans  fir  raffing  the  chore  Supplies^  granted  to  bis  Majefy, 
fir  the  Service  of  thi  Year  1 7 80. 
Decsmber  4,  1779. 

1.  That  the  fum  of  four  fhillings  in  the  pound, 
and  no  more,  be  raifcd  within  the  fpace  of  one  year, 
from  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty,  upon  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments,  penfions,  offices,  and  perfonal  ellates, 
in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  Wales, 
and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed  :  and  that  a 
proportionable  cefs,  according  to  the  ninth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  union,  be  laid  upon  that  part  of  Great 

Britain  called  Scotland        —  ■  ^,000,000    o    o 

2.  That  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and 
perry,  which,  by  an  aft  of  parliament  of  the  hine- 
tcenth  year  of  his  prefent  Majcfty's  reign,  have  con- 
tinuance to  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand feven  hundred  and  eighty,  be  further  continued, 
and  charged  upon  all  malt  which  ihall  be  made, 
^d  all  mum  which  fhall  be  made  or  imported,  and 
all  cyder  and  perry  which  fhall  be  made  for  fale, 
within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  from  the 
twenty-third  day  of  June,  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
^d  and  eighty,  to  the  twenty- fourth  day  of  June, 

one  thoutaad  feven  hundred  and  eighty-one  —     705,000    o    o 

March  7,  1780. 
That  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
M>jefiy>  the  fam  of  twelve  millions  be  raifcd  by  an- 
nuities. 
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noities,  and  the  further  Aim  of  four  tiundrecT  and 
eighty  thoufand  pounds  by  a  lottery,  in  manner  fol- 
lowing ;  thac  is  to  fay. 

That  every  contributor  towards  raifing  the  faid  funi 
of  twelve  mil  lions  4hall,  for  every  one  htindred  pounds 
contributed  and  paid,  be  entitled  to  an  annuity  of" 
four  pounds,  to  continue  for  a  certain  term  of  feyen 
years  and  one  quarter,  to  commence  from  the  fiftE 
day  of  January,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eighty,  fubjfeft  to  redemption  by  parliament  after  the 
expiration  of  the  faid  term,  and  not  fooner ;  and 
alio  be  entitled,  in  refpedl  of  every  fuch  one  hun- 
dred pounds  fo  contributed,  to  a  further  annuity  of 
one  pound  fixtecn  (hillings  and  three- pence,  to  con- 
tinue for  a  certain  term  of  eighty  years,  from  the 
faid  fifth  day  of  January,  one  thoufand  (even  hun** 
dred  and  eighty,  and  then  to  ceafe:  the  faid  annuity 
of  four  rounds  to  be  paid  at  the  Bank  of  England » 
for  one  quarter  of  a  year  fi'cm  the  faid  fifth  day  of 
January,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  t<J 
the  fiftl.  day  of  April  followtn|^,  and  frOm  that  tim^ 
fhail  he  added  to,  and  made,  one  joint  (lock ^  with 
certain  annuicie?,  after  the  rate  of  four  pounds  p€f 
centum  per  annum,  which  were  eftabli(hcd  by  an  a£l  o( 
the  fevciiteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prcfcat  Ma- 
jelly,  arul  from  theoceforth  (ball  be  paid  and  payable 
at  the  Bank  of  England,  on  the  tenth  day  of  0£^o-* 
bcr,  and  the  fifth  day  of  April,  iu  every  year:  and 
the  faid  annuity  of  one  pound-  fixteen  (hillings  and 
three  pence  per  centum,  to  be  payable  in  reipe^l  of 
cvc/y  one  hundred  pounds  to  be  contributed  as  afore- 
faid,  (hall  be  added  to,  and  made  one  j(»nt  (lock 
with,  certain  annuides  payable  at  the  Ba'nk  of  Eng-* 
land,  which  wertf  granted  for  ninety-nine  and  ninety, 
eight  yeirs,  and  were  confolidated  and  made  one 
joint  (lock  by  an  aft  of  the  rburth  year  of  :h?  reign  of 
his  faid  prefen:  Majelly,  nnd  (hall  be  paid  and  pay- 
able half  y<:ar!y  at  the  B:tnk  of  England,  on  the  (ifth 
day  of  Jufy,  and  tEe  fifth  day  of  January,  in  ^wti)' 
year : 

That  the  faid  annuities,  fo  to  be  p«iyal)le  on  the 
faid  twelve  millions,  (liali  be  charged,  and  chargeable 
upon,  and  payable  out  of,  a  fund  to  be  eflabiinjeJ  in 
this  Icllion  of  parlianjent  fur  payment  thereof,  nnd 
for  whiub  the  finking  fund  Ihall  be  a  collateral  fecu- 
rity  : 

I'hat  every  contr'.bctor  towards  ral(ing  the  faid 
fuD>  of  twelve  mill:unb  iliali,  for  every  one  thoufand 
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pounds  contributed,  be  entitled  to  four  tickets,  in  a 
lottery  to  confift  ot  forty-eight  thoufand  tickets, 
amounting  to  four  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand 
pounds,  upon  pay  mm  t  of  the  further  lum  of  tea 
pounds  for  each  ticket,  the  faid  four  hundred  and* 
eighty  thoufand  pounds  to  be  diftributed  into  prizes, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of  the  fortunate 
tickets  in  the  faid  lottery,  which  ihall  be  paid  in 
money  at  the  Bank  of  England  to  fuch.  proprietors, 
upon  demand,  as  foon  after  the  firft  day  of  March, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  as  cer- 
titicaies  can  be  prepared,  widtouc  any  dedudlion 
whatfocver : 

That  every  contributor  (hall,  on  or  before  the 
eleventh  day  of  this  inibint  March,  make  a  depofit  of 
fifteen  pounds  per  centum  ovc  firch  fum  as  he  or  fhe 
ihall  chufe. to  fubfcnbe  towards  raifing  the  faid  fum 
of  twelve  millions,  with  the  chief  caihier  or'caihiers 
of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Rank  of  England  i 
and  alfo,  a  depofit  of  fifteen  pounds  per  centum  with 
the  faid  cafhier  or  cafhiers,  in  part  of  the  monies  to 
be  contributed  towards  raifing  the  faid  fum  of  four 
hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  by  a  lottery, 
as  a  fecuricy  for  making  the  future  payments  re. 
fpeftivcly,  on  or  before  the  days  or  times  hereinafter 
Umiced ;  that  is  to  fay. 

On  j^.  1 2,000,000  to  be  raifed  by  annuities, 

^.10  per  centum  on  or  before  the  28th  day  of  April  next. 

;^.io  per  centum  on  or  before  the  26th  day  of  May  next* 

C  \oper  centum  on  Or  before  the  23d  day  of  June  next. 

£*\oper  centum  on  or  before  the  28th  day  of  July  next. 

/^.i5  per  centum  on  or  before  the  29th  day  of  Augoft  next. 

H'lo  per  centum  on'or  before  the  26th  day  of  September  next. 

£.  10  per  centum  on  or  before  the  a4th  day  of  O6lober  next. 

JC' 10 per  centum  on  or  before  the  24th  day  of  November  next* 
On  the  lottery  for  ^1^480,000. 

C^o  per  centum  on*  or  before  the  12th  day  of  May  next. 

^.25  per  centum  on  or  before  the  14th  day  of  July  next. 

if.  20  per  centum  on- or  before  the  lath  day  of  September  ncxtr 

C-ioper  centum  on  or  before  the  lOth  day  of  October  ncxti. 

That  all  the  monies  fo  to  be  received  by  the  faid 
chief  cashier  or  caihiers  of  the  goverimr  and  com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  England  (hall  be  paid  into  the 
rtccipt  of  the  Exchcqncr,  to  be  applied  fj-om  time  to 
time  to  fuch  fervice^  as  fball  then  have  been  voted  by 
tiiis  Hottfc  in  this  feffion  of  parliament : 

That  every  contributor  who  fhall  pay  in  the  whole 
of  his  or  her  cootribttiion'  money  towards  th^  fuoi  of 

twelve 
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twelve  millions,  to  be  contributed  for  annuities  as 
aforefaid,  ,at  any  time  before  the  twenty- third  dzf 
of  Odober  next,  or  on  account  of  his  or  her  ihare  in 
tbe  faid  lottery,  on  or  before  the  eleventh  day  of 
September  next,  Qlall  be  allowed  an  intercil  by  way 
of  difcount,  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per  Ce/i- 
ittm  per  Annum,  On  the  fum  fo  compleating  his  or 
her  contribution  refpedlively,  to  be  computed  frodi 
the  day  of  compleating  the  fame  to  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  November  next,  in  regard  to  the  fum 
to  be  paid  for  the  faid  annuities,  and  to  the  tenth 
day  of  Oflober  next,  in  reipeft  of  the  fum  to  be 
paid  on  account  of  the  faid  lottery ;  and  that  all 
fuch  perfons  as  (hall  make  their  full  payments  on 
the  faid  lottery  (hall  have  their  tickets  delivered  as 
foon  as  they  can  conveniently  be  made  out.  —  12,480,000  O  O 
April  13. 

1.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty,  there  be  ifiued  and  applied  the  fum  of 
fix  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
fifty-feven  pounds,  eighteen  fhilllnes,  and  one  far* 
thing,  remaining  in  tlie  receipt  of  the  Exchequer 
on  the  5th  day  of  April,  1780,  for  the  difpofition  of 
parliament,  of  the  monies  which  bad  then  arifen  of 
the  furpluffes,  exccfTes,  or  overplus  monies,  and 
other  revenues,  compo&ng  the  fund  commonly  call- 
ed Vhe  finking  fund  —  •—        650,457  18     o| 

2.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of  25.560 
pounds  remaiAing  in  the  receipt  of  the  Exahequer 
on  the  cth  day' of  April,  of  the  dedudion  of  Six- 
pence m  the  pound  out  of  all  monies  paid  upon  ail 

■  lalaries,  penfions  and  annuities  and  other  payments 
from  the  crown  ■  '  25,560    O    O 

3.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of  three  thou- 
fand fcven  hundred  fixty-one  pounds  thirteen  (hil- 
lings and  four-pence  half-peny,  remaining  in  the 
receipt  of  the  Exchequer  on  the  fifth  day  of  April, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  fubjed  to 
the  difpofition  of  parliament,  exclufive  of  the  furplua 

monies  then  remaining  of  the  finking  fund  Si?^!  ^3     4? 

May   18.  .  - 

That,   towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  hia 
majefty,  the  fum  of  one  million  nvc  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  be  raifed  by  loans  or  Exchequer  bills, 
to  be  charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  the ' 
next  fcflion  of  parliament ;  fuch  Exchequer  bills«  if 

not 
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not  Jifchargedy  with  intereft  thereupon,  on  or  before 
the  5th  day  of  April,  1781,  to  be  exchanged  and 
received  in  payment,  in  fuch  manner  as  Exchequer 
bills  have  ufually  been  exchanged  and  received  in 

payment  »  1,500^000    o    o 

Juke  I,      * ' 

1.  That,  toward*  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
majefty,  there  be  iflucd  and  applied  the  fum  of  one 

million  eighc  hundred  forty-nine  thoufand  five  hun-  ^ 

dred  and  forty-two  pounds,  one  fhilling,  and  ele- 
ven pence  three  farthings,  out  of  fuch  monies  as 
have  ariicn,  or  (hall  or  may  arife,  of  the  furplufTes, 
excelTes,  or  overplus  monies,  and  other  revenues 
comnoiing  the  fund  commonly  called  the  finking 
faod  — —  —       1,849,542     I  II J 

2.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
Ms  majeflv,  the  farther  fum  of  one  million  nine 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  be  raifed,  by  loans  or  Ex- 
chequer  bills,  to  be  charged  upon  the  firll  aids  to  be 
granted  in  the  next  feflion  of  parliament;  and  fuch 
Exchequer  bills,  if  not  difcharged  with  intercft  there- 
upon on  or  before  the  fifth  day  of  April,  one  thou-, 
faod  (even  hundred  and  eighty-one,  to  be  exchang- 
ed and  received  in  payment  in  fuch  manner  as  Ex- 
chequer bills  have  ufually  been  exchanged  and  re- 
ceived in  payment  ■  >"  1,909,000    6    o 

3.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  fourteen  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  £ve  pounds,  eighteen  fhillings, 
and  fix- pence,  being  the  amount  of  feveral  fums 
ariiing  from  ftoppages  for  provifibns  for  the  detach- 
ment of  artillery  ferving  in  North  America,  be  ap- 
plied towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
majefty  towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences 
of  his  majeily's  land  forces,  and  other  fervices  in- 
curred between  the-  thirty-firft  day  of  January,  one 
Hioafand  (even  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  and  the 
iirft  day  of  February,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 

and  eighty,  and  not  provided  for  by  parliament  1 4^405   1 8     6 

4.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  twenty  thoufand  . 
ieven  hundred  and  feven  teen  pounds,  feveA  fhillings, 

and  four-pence,  out  of  the  monies  or  favings  rfc- 
mainingof  the  grant  in  this  feffion  ef  parliament, 
for  the  charge  of  the  new  levies  ordered  to  be  raifed' 
for  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty, 
be  applied  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted 
10  his  majefty  towards  defraying  the  extraordinary 
expences  of  his  majefty's  land  forces,  and  other  fer- 
vicesj  incurred  between  the.  thirty-firft  day  of  Ja- 
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nmry,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  Ceventf^ 
nine,  and  the  firft  day  of  February,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  not  provided  for  by 
parliament  ■    ■  20,717      7     4 

5.  'That  a  Turn,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and 
thirteen  thoufand  -nine  hundred  and  n;nety-eigbt 
pounds,  feven  (hillings,  and  four* pence,  arifing 
from  the  favingsof  the  fums  voted  by  parliament  for 
the  peniions  of  Widows  of  officers  of  the  army,  ia 
the  years  one  thoafand  feven  hundred  and  feven ty- 
five,  one  thoufand  (even  hundred  and  feventy-Ax, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-fei'cn, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and'feventy-cight,  and 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  be 
applied  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted  to 
hii  majefty  towards  defraying-  the  extraordinary 
expences  of  his  majefty's  land  forces,  and  other 
fervices  incurred,  between  the  thirty- firft  day  of 
January,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feven ry- 
nine,  and  the  £rft  day  of  February,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  not  provided  for  by 

parliament  ■    ■  .113,9^     7     4< 

6.  That  t  fum,  not  exceeding  ten  thoufand 
pounds,  out  of  the  favings  (oQcafioned  bv  death 
and  promotions)  of  ths  half  pay  of  reduced  oititers 
of  the  army,  froni  the  twenty- fifth  day  of  June,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fix ty- feven,  to  the 
twenty- fourth  day  of  December,  one  thoufand  fe- 
ven hundred  and  feventy-nine,  be  applied  towards 
making  good  the  fupply  granted  to  his  majeity  10- 
w.ards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences  of  his 
majefty's  land  forces,  and  other  fervices  incurred 
between  the  thirty-firft  day  of  January,  one  thoa- 
fand feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  and  the  £r(l 
day  of  February,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 

eighty,  and  not  provided  for  by  parliament  10,000     o    Q 

7.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  forty-eighi  thou- 
fand three  hundred  pounds,  being  the  amount  of  the 
fums  ordered  to  be  refcrved- in  the  hands  of  the 
Pay ro after-general  of  his  mrjefty's  forces,  out  of 
the  monies  voted  for  the  fubfi^ence  of  an  augmenu- 
tioo  to  fundry  regiments  of  foot  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  purfuant 
to  his  majefty's  warrant  of  the  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thoafand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  authori7.*ng 
fuch  dedudioQs,  be  applied  towards  making  good 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  majefty  towards  defraying 
the  e^uikordiaar^  exjpences  of  his  maj?{ly*s  land 
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feroes,    and   other   ferviccs  incarred   betweeo   the 

tbirty-firft  day  of  Jsinuary,  one  thoufand  feven  hun-  * 

dred   and  feven ty- nine,  and   the  £r(l  day  of  Fe- 

broaj7,  jon«  tKoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty^  . 

Aod  not  provided  for  by  parliament  —  48,300    o    o 

8.  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty,  there  be  applied  the  (urn  of  ten  thon- 
(^d  five  hundred  and  ux  pounds,  five  (hillings, 
and  two- pence  farthing,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of 
the  Exchjequerpf  the  fam  granted  out  of  the  fup- 
plies  for  the  year  oae  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty,  towarda  making  ^ood  the  deficiency  of  the 
grants  for  the   ye^r  one  thoufand  feven   hundred 

and  ^rty-iui^^  being  part  of  the  furo  provided  for  « 
paying  the  ^rxcars  of  the  marine  regiments  that  were 
dijbai)de4  in  the  yejjr  one  thoufand  feven  and  forty- 
eight            —          ^     io,5c6    5    «J 

9.  That,  towards  r^finjg  the  fppply  granted  to 
his  majefty,  there  be  appIiedTc^e  fum  of  five  thou- 
fand pounds  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  exche- 
quer, which,  by  an  atl  of  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  prefent  majeftyi  w^s  granted  for  building  a 

Lazaret        i»  i-    ■■■         .  *.  — 5,000    o    o 

10.  That  fuch  of  the  monies  as  ihall  be  paid  into 
the  receipt  of  the  fixchequer  after  the  fifth  day  of 
Apn\,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  and 
on  or  before  the  fifth  4.ay  of  Apnl>  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighiy-one,  of  the  produce  oif 
the  diftic^  charged  by  vj^q  §3?  made  in  the  fifth  and 
fourteenth  yeys  p£  his  prefenc  majefty's  reign  upon 
(he  importation  and  exportation  of  Gum  Senega 
Und  Gum  Arabic,  be  applied  towards  making  good 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  majefty 

Total  of  ways  and  means  ^  •—     zi*$^z  .249  1 1     8f 

Sxcefs  of  ways  and  means  ■..■      ■     «  185,752  i3  ii| 

Note,  y/  vcfi  of  credit  of  one  mllion  *was  alfo  granted 

this  /eJjSon,  and  is  charged  on  the  n$pct  aids. 

The  additional  public  debt  funded  and  provided 
for  this  year,  amounts  to  twelve  millions ;  the  in- 
tereft  of  vi^hich,  at  4  per  cent,  per  ann.  is        —    480,009    o    o 

Th«  annuity  for  eighty  years,  of  il.  i6s.  3d. 
pcrccai.  per  ann,  ■-  ■  216,150    o    o 


{nail per  ann,  m^.  ■-  w  *  696,150    o    o 
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This  fum  (by  afts  paiTed  in  purfuancc  of  dilFerent 
TefolatioDs)  is  propofed  to  be  raifcd  in  the  following 
manner : 

Additional  duty  on  ihalt  of  6d.  per  bulbd 

Ditto,  on  low  wines  of  i  d.  per  gallon        — 

Do.  on  fpirics  of  3d.  per  Ditto  ■ 

Do.  on  brandy  of  i  s.  per  Do.  ■    1     ■■ 

Do.  on  rum  of  i  s.  per  Do.  ■ 

Do.  on  foreign  wines  of  4I.  'per  ton  on  Portu- 
gal wines,  and  of  8 1.  per  ton  on  French  wines 

A  duty  on  coals  exported  of  4  s.  fer  NeN^'callle, 
chaldron  -^^_.  ■ 

Additional  duty  of  5I.  per  cent,  on  the  •'a1>ove 
duties  ■  ■ 

Additional  duty  of  is.  lodl  per  buAiel  on  fait 

Do*  on  advertifements  of  6d.  each.  

A  ftamp  duty  on  the  receipt  for  any/ legacy,  or 
for  any  (hare  of  a  perfonal  enate  di?idadLunder  \h^ 
ftatute  of  diftributions,  or  the  cuftom  of  any  pro-  ' 
vincc  or  place  of  2s.  6d.  if  rhe  value  ftiall  rot  ex- 
ceed 20 L  and  of  5  s.  if  above  3ol.  and  not  ' 
amounting  to  lool.  and  of  20s.  if  rool.  or  up- 
wards                             ■  "             '  — ' ^—              'i2;ooo     O 

On  dealers  in  coffee,  tea,  and  chocolate,  fof  a 
licence  5s.  annually  «■  ■ 


In  all 


Excefsof  taxes 


310,000 
20,617 

0 
0 

0 
0 

34>557 
35»3'o 
70*95^ 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

72,000 

0 

0 

12,899 

0 

0 

4^»i93 

69,000 

9,000 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

9,000 

0  0 

70«.S34 

0  0 

5.384 

0  0 
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his  lAajefifi  niBfi  gtacioUs  Speech  to 
hotb  Hou/es  of  Parliament,  Thttrf" 
iit^  the  2^th  o/Ncvemher,  ^i79* 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

1MEET  you  in  parliament 
at  a  time  when  we  are  called 
tipon  by  every  principle  of  duty, 
and  every  confideration  of  intcreftj 
to  exert  our  united  efforts  in  the 
fapport  and  defence  of  our  coun- 
try, attacked  by  an  unjuft  and 
Unprovoked  war,  and  cont&ndin^ 
with  one  of  the  mod  dangerous 
oonfederacies  that  ever  was  form- 
ed again  (I  the  crown  and  people  of 
Great  Britain* 

The  defigns  and  attempts  of 
our  enemies  to  invade  this  king- 
dom,  have,  by  the,  blefling  of 
Providence,  been  hitherto  fruf- 
trated  and  difappointed.  They 
Alll  menace  us  with  great  arma- 
ments and  preparations ;  but  we 
are,  I  truft^  on  our  part,  well 
prepared  to  meet  every  attack  and 
repel  every  infult.  I  know  the 
charader  of  my  brave  people :  the 
menaces  of  their  eneniiesi  and  the 
approach  of  danger,  have  no  other 
eiFed  on  their  minda,  but  to  ani- 
mate their  courage,  and  to  call 
forth  that  national  fpirit,  which 
has  fo  often  checked,  and  defeat- 
ed, the  projeds  of  ambition  and 
injullice,  and  enabled  tfae^Britidi 
Vol.  XXIIL 


fleets  Jlnd  Atmiei  to  proitA,  thetf 
own  country^  to  vindicate  their 
own  rights,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  uphold,  and  preferve  the  libera 
ties  of  Europe,  from  the  reftlefs 
and  encroaching  power  bf  the 
Honfe  of  Bourbon. 

In  the  midft  of  niy  care  and 
folicitude  for  the  fefety  and  wel- 
fare of  this  country,  I  have  not 
been  inattentive  to  the  ftate  of  my 
loyal  and  faithful  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land. I  have,  in  confequence  of 
your  addreffes,  pre  fen  ted  to  me  in 
the  1^  feflion,  ordered  fuch  pa- 
pers to  be  collected  and  laid  before 
you,  as  may  affiH  ^oar  delibera* 
tions^  on  this  important  buiinefs  ; 
and  I  recommend  it  to  you  to  con- 
fider  what  further  benefits  and  ad^ 
vantages  may  be  extended  to  that 
kingdom,  by  fuch  regulations,  and 
fuch  methods,  as  may^  mofl  ef- 
fedually^  promote  the  common 
ftrength,  wealth,  and  interefts  of 
all  my  dominions. 

G^entlemen    of    the  Houfe   of 
Commons, 

The  proper  eftimates  ihall,  in 
due  time,  be  laid  before  you.  I 
fee^  with  extreme  concern,  that 
the  neceiTary  eflablilbments  of  my 
naval  and  military  forces,  and  the 
various  fervices  and  operations  of 
the  enfuing  year,  muK  inevitably 
be  attended  with  great  and  heavy 

[X}  expences  $ 
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cxpences;  but  I  rely  on  your  wif- 
dom  and  public  fpirit  for  fuch 
fupplics,  as  the  circumftanccs  and 
exigencies  of  our  affairs  (liall  be 
found  to  require. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
I  have. great  faiisfafiion  in  re- 
newing the  alluranccs  of  my  en- 
tire approbation  of  the  good  con- 
duct and  dlfcipiine  of  the  militia, 
and  of  their  lUady  perfeverancc  m 
their  duty;  and  I  return  my  cor- 
dial thanks  to  all  ranks  of  my 
loyal  fubjcdh  who  have  flood 
forth  in  this  arduous  conjunflure, 
and  by  their  zeal,  their  influence, 
and  their  pcrfonal  fervicc,  have 
given  confidence  as  well  as  ilrength 
to  the  national  defence,  Trufting 
in  the  Divine  Providence,  and  in 
the  juftice  of  my  caufe,  I  am  firm- 
ly refolvcd  to  profecute  the  war 
with  vigour,  and  to  make  every 
exertion  in  order  to  compel  our 
enemies  to  liflen  to  equitable 
terms  of  peace  and  accommoda- 
tion. 


The  humble  Addrcfs  of  the  Lords  Spi- 
ritual and  Ta.^poral^  in  Parlia- 
ment Ojffembled* 

.    Mod  Gracious  Sovere'o^n, 

WE,  your  majefly's  moft  du- 
tiful and  icyal  fubjcdb,  the 
Lords  Spiriiunl  and  Temporal,  in 
parliament  afiembltrd,  brg  leave  to 
return  your  majefty  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  moft  gracious 
fpcech  from  the  throne. 

The  juft  fenfc'  we  have  of  the 
bloiTnig>  under  your  majelly's  go- 
vernment, and  the  it.digu?.iion  we 
feel  at  the  unprovoked  and  un- 
*var ran  table  aggreHion  of  our  ene- 
mies, who  feek  to  deprive  as  of 
ihofe  bief^ings,  and  threaten  your 
jTiajcfty's  kingdoms  with  invafion. 


will  continue  to  animate  our  refo- 
lutions,  and  redouble  our  efforts 
in  the  national  defence.  We 
truft,  that  thofe  efforts,  fcconded 
by  the  zeal  of  a  faithful  and  loyal 
people,  will,  under  the  Providence 
of  God,  be  fully  fufiicient  to  re- 
pel every  attack,  to  fruftratc  the 
hopes,  and  defeat  the  defigns  of 
any  confederacy  that  may  be  form- 
ed again  ft  your  majeffy's  crown 
and  dominions. 

In  fuch  a  crilrs,  the  approach  of 
danger  can  ferve  only  to  call  forth 
that  national  fpirit,  which  always 
rifes  with  the  occaiion  that  de- 
mands it,  but  never  difpjayed  it- 
felf  in  a  more  important  conjunc- 
ture, though  it  has  io  often  pro- 
tected the  liberties  of  thefe  king- 
doms, and  of  Europe  in  general, 
and  has  enabled  the  Britiih  fleets 
and  armies  to  with  (land,  and  de- 
feat the  defigns  of  that  reftlefs  and 
,  afpiring  ambition,  which  has  fo 
frequently  dillurbed  the  peace  and 
invaded  the  rights  of  mankind. 

We  arc  deeply  fenfible  of  your 
majeffy's  paternal  goodnefs^  which 
does  not  confine  kfelf  to  one  part 
of  your  dominions,  but  is  anxious 
for  the  profpcrity  of  the  whole, 
and,  in  the  midft  of  your  care  and 
fi>licitude  for  the  fafety  and  wel- 
fare of  this  country,  has  led  your 
attention  to  the  ilate  of  your  loyal 
and  faithful  kingdom  of  Ireland. 
Guided  by  the  fame  fcntiments 
which  prompted  the  humble  ad- 
drefs  we  prefcntcd  to  your  majelly 
the  lafl;  feffion,  we  will  continue 
our  attention  to  thofe  important 
objeds  your  majefty's  wifdom  re- 
commends, and  after  deliberately 
weighing  the  whole,  will  confider, 
what  further  benefits  may  be  ex- 
tended to  that  kingdom,  by  fuch 
icgulacionsj  and  fuch  methods,  as 
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finiy  mo(t  efTedaally  promote  the 
torn ro on  ftrength,  wealth,  and  in- 
terefts  of  all  your  majefty's  domi- 
nions. 

Yoor  xiiajefty's  apprdbation  of 
the  good  conduft  and  difcipline  of 
the  militia,  and  of  their  ftead/ 
perfeverance  in  their  doty,  and 
the  fatisfadion  your  majefty  ex« 
pTcSe$  in  the  condnft  of  your 
loyal  fubjeds  of  all  ranks,  who 
have  ftood  forth  in  this  arduous 
conjuD^lure,  mutt  redouble  that 
zeal,  extend  that  influence,  and 
increafe  thofe  perfonal  exertions, 
which  have  given  confidence  as 
well  as  ftrength  to  the  national  de- 
fence. 

We  fee,  with  great  fatisfadion> 
that  your  majeKy,  trufting  in  the 
Divine  Providence,  and  in  the  juf- 
tice  of  your  caufe,  is  firmly  re* 
fo!ved  to  profecute  the  war  with 
vigour,  and  to  make  every  excr* 
tion,  in  order  to  compel  our  ene- 
mies to  liften  to  equitable  terms  of 
peace  and  accommodation.  Such 
Spirited  and  vigorous  raeafures 
mujl  be  conducive  to  fo  defirable 
an  en<i  ;  and  we  humbly  beg  leave 
to  aflure  your  majefty^  that  they 
will  meet  with  our  moft  hearty 
concurrence  and  firmed  fupport. 

Sis  Ma/efy  s  moft  gracious  Jtt/hxjer, 

My  Lords> 
I  THANK  vou  for  this  dutiful 
tod  loval  addrefsi  The  fpirit 
and  reloltttion  with  which  you 
fland  fi:>rth  in  the  national  defence, 
and  the  fupport  you  promife  to  the 
vigorous  meafures  I  am  deter- 
tnined  to  purfuC,  mufl  tend  to 
fcftore^  upon  « fair  and  equitable 
terms,  that  general  tranquility, 
^hich  I  have  ever  endeavoured  to 
maintain  ;  and  your  attention  to 
thofe  imporunt  obje^  I  have  re- 
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coihmended  to  youi  will,  I  doubt 
not,  increafe  the  general  profpe- 
rity  of  all  my  fubjedts,  which  is 
my  conftant  and  invariable  aim. 


Thi  bumble  Addnfi  of  tbe  Houfo  of 
C^mmrris  to  tbe  King* 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  mayfly's  moft  dd*' 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjeas^ 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
parliament  afTemb'ed,  beg  leave 
to  return  your  majcfty  the  thanks 
of  this  Houfe^  for  yovh  moft  gra- 
cious fpeech  from  the  throne. 

We  are  truly  fenfible  that,  in 
the  prefent  arduous  fituation  of 
affairs,  we  are  called  upon  by 
tvtry  principle  and  every  fenti- 
ment  of  duty  to  your  majefty,  and 
to  thofe  we  re  prefent,  to  exert  and 
to  unite  our  utmoft  efibrts  in  the 
fupport  and  defence  of  our  coun- 
try again  ft  a  moft  unjuft  war^  and 
one  of  the  moft  dangerous  confe- 
deracies that  was  ever  formed 
againft  the  crown  and  people  of 
Great  Britain. 

^Ve  fee  and  revere  the  goodnefs 
of  Divine  Providence,  in  fruftrat- 
ing  and  difappointing  the  defigns 
of  our  enemies  to  invade  thisking- 
dom :  and  whenever  they  attempt 
to  carry  their  menaces  into  exe- 
cution^ we  truft  that  their  attacks 
will  be  repelled,  and  their  enter- 
prize  defeated,  by  the  bleffing  of 
the  fame  Providence  on  the  valour 
and  intrepidity  of  your  majefty's 
fleets  and  armies;  and  that  your 
•  majefty 's  gracious  and  endearing 
declaration  of  your  confidence  in 
the  charafter  and  courage  of  your 
people  will  be  juftified,  by  the 
moft  convincing  proofs,  that  they 
.are  ftill  animated  by  the  fame  ar- 
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dour,  and  the  fame  fpirit,  that 
have  in  former  times  carried  this 
nation  through  fo  many  difiicaU 
ties  and  dangers,  and  have  fo  of- 
ten enabled  their  ancedors  to  pro- 
ted  their  country  and  all  its  do- 
minions, and  to  fave  not  only 
their  own  rights,  but  the  liberties 
of  other  free  flates,  from  the  reft- 
lefs  ambition  and  encroaching 
power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

We  acknowledge,  with  thank- 
fulnefs,  your  majefty's  goodnefs 
and  attention  to  the  addreis  of  this 
Houfe,  refpefling  your  loyal  and 
faithful  kingdom  of  Ireland,  in 
being  pleafed  to  order  fuch  papers 
to  be  communicarted  to  this  Hoafe, 
as  may  afTift  our  deliberations  on 
this  important  bufinefs:  and  we 
beg  leave  to  aflure  your  majefty, 
that  we  will  not  fail  to  take  into 
our  confideration  what  further  be- 
nefics  and  advantages  may  be  ex- 
tended to  that  kingdom  by  fuch 
regulations,  and  fuch  methods,  as 
may  moft  cffediually  promote  the 
common  ftrength,  wealth,  and  in- 
terefts  of  all  your  dominions. 

Permit  us.  Sir,  to  return  our 
kumbic  thanks  to  your  majefty,  for 
the  gracious  manner  in  which 
your  majefty  renews  and  confirms 
your  entire  approbation  of  the 
good  conduA  and  fteady  difciplint 
of  the  national  militia ;  and  to 
'afTure  yctur  majefty  that  we  con- 
cur moft  fincerely  with  your  ma- 
jefty, in  acknowledging  and  ap- 
plauding the  meritorious  zeal  and 
fervices  of  thofe  loyal  fubje£ts  who 
ftood  forth  in  the  hour  of  danger, 
-and  who  have  added  confidence, 
as  well  as  ftrength,  to  the  national 
defence. 

Your  majcfty's  faithful  commons 
receive  with  gratitude,  and  take  a 
fincere  part  in,  yoor  majefty 's  pa« 


ternal  exprefiions  of  concern,  that 
the  various  and  exteniive  fervices 
and  operations  of  the  enfuing  year 
muft  unavoidably  be 'aitended  with 
great  and  heavy  expences:  yet, 
when  it  is  coniidered  bow  much 
the  commerce,  the  profperity,  and 
the  fafety,  of  Great  Britain  de- 
pend on  the  iiTue  of  this  conteft, 
we  doubt  not  that  fuch  powerful 
confiderations  and  motives  will  in- 
duce all  your  majefty's  fubjeds  to 
fuftain,  with  chear fulnefs  and  mag- 
nanimity, whatever  burthens  fliall 
be  found  neceftary,  for  raifing  fuch 
fnpplies  as  may  enable  your  ma- 
jefty to  profecute  the  war  with  vi- 
gour and  effcd,  and  to  make  every 
exertion,  in  order  to  compel  your 
enemies  to  liften  to  equitable 
terms  of  peace  and  accommoda- 
tion. 


Aidrefs  of  the  Jrcbhijbop,  Bijbcps, 
and  Clergy  of  the  Province  of 
Canterbury,  In  Convocation ^  af 
fembledf  prefented  to  his  Majrjfj 
on  the  \']th  of  November ,  1780. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign , 

WE  your  majefty's  moft  duti- 
ful and  loyal  fubjeds,  the 
archbifliop,  biftiops,  and  clergy  of 
the  province  of  Canterbury,  in 
convocation  aftembled,  humbly  beg 
leave  to  approach  yonr  throne,  and 
with  the  deepeft  fenfe  of  gr&titode 
for  the  protedion  we  conlinue  to 
enjoy  under  your  majefty's  reign, 
to  offer  our  unfeigned  congratula- 
tions on  the  further  fecnrity  of 
your  majefty's  iiluftrious  Houie,  by 
the  birth  of  another  prince,  and  on 
the  happy  recovery  of  oar  gracious 
queen,  the  patron efs  of  religron 
and  virtue.  - 
We  are,  on  thisoccafion,  parti- 
cularly 
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colarlf  obUged  to  acknowledge 
and  admire  a  lace  in  (lance  of  your 
majefiy's  atceniion  to  the  interells 
of  Chrifiiatiicy,  in  your  royal  mu- 
nificence ,  to  the  pious  deiigns  of 
the  fociecy  for  the  propagation  of 
the  gofpel  in  foreign  parts,  ereded 
by  a  charter  from  your  glorious 
predeceiTor,  King  William,  and 
now  reliored  to  its  former  a^livityt 
by  the  liberal  contributions  of 
your  fubjeds,  encouraged  by  your 
majefty's  example. 

Amidft  all  the  proteflion  and 
favour  we  derive^  from  the  good- 
nefs  of  your  majefty't  heart,  we 
lament  the  necefficy  of  confeifing, 
that  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  times, 
continues  to  countera^  your  pa- 
ternal c^r^  for  the  ft  ate  of  national 
religion.  Ead  men  and  bad  books 
are  the  produce  of  all  times ;  but 
we  obferve  with  particular  regret, 
that  the  wicked nefs  of  the  age 
hath  of  late  been  dire^ly  pointed 
at  the  fences  of  piety  and  virtue, 
e&ablifhed  by  God  himfe]f>  and 
apparently  fecured  by  law. 

The  open  violatioa  of  the  Lord's 
day,  and  the  invitations  of  men  to 
dciert  the  religious  duties  of  that 
day  for  amufements,  frivolous  at 
beft,  appears  to  call  for  the  aid  of 
the  civil  magi  lira  te,  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  an  evil  fo  dangerous 
both  to  church  and  Hate,  by  lup- 
prei&ng  on  the  Lord's  day,  places 
of  rclort  for  pleafure,  where  the 
interpofitioa  of  the  minillers  of 
/eligion  isimpradicable.  We  hum* 
bly  aiTure  your  majefty,  that  fo  far 
as  any  exertion  of  our's  can  reach, 
we  (hall  not  fail  to  admonifh  and 
rebuke,  both  by  word  and  r exam- 
ple. 

We  hav«  the  comfortable  hope. 
Sir,  that  it  will  appear  to  your 
wajcfty,  that  Popery  is  lefs  preva- 


lent than  it  has  been  in  this  part 
of  your  dominions.  We  ai^  too 
zealoudy  attached  to  Protedantifoi 
not  to  oppofe  the  errors  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  as  well  in  con- , 
troverii^l  auacks,  as  in  the  more 
fuccef>ful  way  of  teaching  the  doc- 
trines of  our  Apoilolical  Church  ; 
adhering,  at  the  f*me  lime,  inva^ 
riably  to  the  pinciplcs  of  the  re- 
formanon,  which  .dire£l  us  to  op- 
pofe error  of  every  kind,  by  argu- 
ment and  perfaafion,  and  to  dis- 
avow all  violence  in  the  caufe  of 
religion. 

May  Almighty  God,  who,  for 
our  fins,  hath  permitted  your  nia- 
jffty  to  be  involved  in  a  war,  jufl,\ 
indeed,  and  neceiTiry,  but  in  its 
own  nature  productive  of  much  ca- 
lamity, bleis  your  majefly's  efforts 
with  decifive  faccefs! 

It  becomes  us,  as  miniflers  of 
the  gofpel,  to  praife  God  for  every 
vidory  which  has  a  tendency  to 
the  bledings  of  peace  ;  and  when- 
ever it  fhall  pleafe  hit  infinite 
wifdom  to  reftore  them  to  this  na- 
tion, we  (hall  further  befeech  him 
to  grant  to  your  majelly  the  full 
enjoyment  of  thofe  blcflings  for 
many  years,  in  the  prosperity  and 
unanimous  loyalty  of  your  Cub* 
jecls. 

To  which  Addrefs  his  Majefty  wa^ 
pleafed  to  return  the  following 
mod  gracious  Anfwer : 

I  THANK  you  for  your  con- 
gratulations on  the  incrcafc  of  my 
family,  and  the  happy  recovery  of 
the  queen. 

I  hear  with  pleafure  the  zeal 
yoQ  cxprefs  for  the  intercHs  of  our 
holy  religion ;  and  I  (hall  conti- 
nue to  make  it  my  conftant  en- 
deavour to  fupport  thorn  upon  the 

[Jf]  3  >        piinciplea 


Digitized  by 


Google 


326]      ANNUAL   REGISTER,    1780. 

principles  of  the  reformation, 
againft  the  eaoroachmeDts  of  licen- 
tioufneisor  fnpcrftition. 

Trufting  to  the  jufticc  of  my 
caufe,  I  rely  on  -the  continuance 
of  the  bleffings  of  Providence  on 
my  endeavours  to  reftore  to  my 
people  at  fafe  and  honourable 
peace. 


PROTEST  or  THE  LORDS. 

Die  Martis,  Feh^  81;^, 

.  -Moved, 

THAT  a  committee  be  ap- 
p6inted»  confiding  of  mem- 
bcrs  of  both  Houfes,  poiTefling  nei- 
ther employment  nor  penfion,  to 
examine  without  delay  into  the 
pnblic  expenditure,  and  the  mode 
of  accounting  for  the  fame ;  more 
particularly  into  the  manner  of 
making  all  contradls,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  take  into  confiderar 
tion  what  Swings  can  be  made  con- 
fident with  public  dignity,  juftice, 
and  gratitude,'  by  an  abolition  of 
old  or  new  created  offices,  the  du- 
ties of  which  have  either  ceafed. 
Or  Ihall  on  enquiry  prove  inade- 
quate to  the  fees  or  other  emolu- 
ments arifing  therefrom,  or  by  the 
xedoflionoffuch  falaries  or  other  aL 
lowances  and  profits  as  may  appear 
to  be  unrdafonable  ;  that  the  fame 
may  be  applied  to  IciTen  the  pre- 
Jent  ruinous  expenditure,  and  to 
4Spable  us  to  carry  on  the  prefent 
war  againll  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
with  that  decifioD  and  vigour 
which  tan  alone  refult  from  na- 
tional zeal,  confidence,  and  una- 
nimity. 
After  a  Ipn^  debate,  the  (ioufe 


divided,  at  half  pafi  one^  when 
there  appeared 

tor  the  motion  55.  Againll 
it    loi,    including  proxies. 

Majority  againfl  the  motion  46 

Dissentient, 

ift.  Becaufe,  however  the  wafte 
of  public  money,  and  the  profu- 
fion  of  ufelefs  falaries,  may  have 
been  heretofore  overlooked  in  the 
days. of  wealth  and  profperity,  the 
neceffities  of  the-  prefent  time  can 
no  longer  endure  the  fame  fyflcm 
of  coffuptioh  and  prodigality. 

The  fcarcity  of  money,  the  di» 
minilhed  value  of  land,  the  finking 
of  rent?,  with  the  decline  of  trade, 
are  melancholy  proofs  that  we  are 
almoft  arrived  at  the  end  of  taxa. 
tion,  and  yet  the  demands  are  an* 
nually  increafed;  while  the  hopes 
of  peace  arc  every  year  put  to  a 
greater  di fiance. 

For  let  any  man  confider  the 
i^nmenfe  debt  iricrcafing  beyond 
the  poflibil ky  of  payment,  with 
the  prefent  accumulation  of  taxes 
upon  every  article,  not  only  of 
luxury,  but  of  convenience  and 
even  of  neceffary  ufe ;  and  Jet  him 
carry  his  thoughts  forward  to  thofc 
additional  duties  which  mufl  im- 
mediately be  impofed  to  make  good 
the  intcreft  of  the  approaching 
loan,  and  of  that  debt  which  will 
remain  unfunded,  he  will  find 
that  at  leafl  one  million  and  a 
half  of  interefl  m aft  be  provided 
for,  bcfides  what  may  be  further 
neccfTary  to  make  good  the  defi- 
ciences  of  the  late  taxes. 

Under  thefc  circ urn  fiances,  the 
favingsof  a  flrid  and  vigilant  oeco- 
nomy  in  every  branch,  and  the  ap- 
plication of  overgrown  falaries, 
unmerited    peniions,   and    ufelefs 
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places  to  the  pub|ic  fervlce,  are 
almoft  the  only  refource  lefc  in  the 
exhauiled  Hate  of  our  finances.  But 
beddcs  this  (Irong  argument  of  ne- 
ccfficy  that  preflcs  upon  tbe  prefent 
moment,  fuch  and  fo  great  are 
the  abui'es  in  the  management  and 
expenditure  of  the  pubhc  money 
as  would  call  for  the  (Irided  en- 
quiry and  animadverfion  even  in 
the  heft  of  times.  The  pradlice  of 
expending  immenfe  fums  without, 
confent  of  parliament,  under  the 
fallacious  head  of  contingencies 
and  extraordinaries,  the  greater 
part  of  which  might  eafily  be  com- 
prifed  in  an  eflimate  ;  but  becaufe 
fome  unforefeen  articles  are  not 
capable  of  fuch  precision,  the  mi- 
i)i(ltr  has,  under  that  colour,  found 
ou:  a  method  of  expending  the 
public  money  hrH  aJ  libitum^  and 
vhen  it  has  been  fo  expended,  has 
found  means  to  induce  parliament 
to  think  itfelf  boUnd  in  honour  to 
ritify  and  make  it  good,  deferves 
tiie  higheil  cenfure ;  and  no  mini- 
fter  who  fhall  dare  to  (lake  the 
public  credit,  for  money  that  ha$ 
not  been  voted,  ought  to  be  jufti- 
fied  by  a  I efs  authority  than  an  AA 
of  Indemnity.  The  millions  which 
remain  in  confequence  unexplain- 
ed and  unaccounted  for  ;  the 
Ihamcful  facility  of  admitting  al- 
moft  every  claim  ;  the  improvident 
bargains  ipade  for  the  public  fcr- 
vice ;  the  criminal  ncgledl  and  even 
contempt  of  t\ie  few  checks  efta- 
hlilhcd  in  the  Board  of  Treafury, 
bcfides  great  part  of  the  money 
being  fhared  in  its  padage  among 
^  tribe  of  collectors,  clerks,  agents, 
jobbers  or  contra^ors,  or  paid 
away  by  official  extortion,  or  flop- 
ped in  its  courfe  to  breed  interell 
for  Tome  ingroiling  individuals,  are 


grievances  which. the  prefent  mo** 
tion  has  in  view  to  remedy. 

2dly.  But  great  and  important 
as  the  motion  is  in  this  view  of  it, 
it  is  ilill  more  important  in  ano- 
ther, as  it  tends  to  narrow  the  wide . 
fpreading  influence  of  the  crown, 
that  has  found  its  way  into  every 
corner  of  the  kingdom. 

It  is  fufiicicnt  to  allude  to  this 
grievance,  without  any  farther  en-, 
largement ;  but  this  argument, 
though  perhaps  the  ftrongeft  in  fa-, 
vour  of  the  motion,  has  been 
turned  into  an  objedlion  to  it,  as 
if  it  meant  to  abridge  the  rights 
of  monarchy,  and-make  thccrowa 
dependent  on  the  parliament. 

If  tbe  objedion  means  to  ihfi- 
nuatc  that  corruption  is  neceffaryia 
government,    welhall  leave  that 
principle  tO' confute  itfelf  by  iti.     ' 
own  apparent  iniquity. 

That  this  motion  is  intended  to 
diminiih  the  conftitutionai  power  of  ' 
the  crown,  we  deny.  The  confti^s' 
tutional  power  of  the  crown  we 
4re  no  lefs  folicitous  to  piefervc, 
than  we  are  to  annihilate  its  un- 
conftitutional  influence.  The  pre- 
rogative rightly  underftopd,  not 
touched  or  intended  to  be  touched 
by  this  motion,  will  fupport  the 
crown  in  all  the  fplendoar  which 
the  king's  perfonal dignity  requires, 
and  with  ail  the  authority  and  vi<* 
gour  ncceflTary  to  give  due  tSc€i  to 
the  executive  powers  of  govern<r 
ment. 

It  has  been  argued,  that  this  1% 
not  a  proper  time  for  reformation, 
when  all  the  attention  of  the  king« 
dom  fhould  be  employed  upon  the 
war,  as  the  great  and  only  objeft 
in  the  prefent  time  of  diftrefs:  to 
which  we  beg  leave  to  infift  that 
the  prefent  is,  for  that  very  rea- 
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fon»  the  propereft  time,  becaufe 
nothing  is  (o  efTential  to  the  con- 
duft  and  profecution  of  the  war  as 
the  frugal  management  of  that 
fupply  by  which  only  it  can  be 
carried  on  with  any  profpedt  of 
fuccefs.  Nor  onght  the  plan  of 
OBConomy  to  be  any  longer  delayed 
ftt  the  rifque  of  a  general  bank- 
raptcy  ;  and  from  the  hiAory  of 
this,  as  well  as  other  coantries, 
times  of  neceility  have  been  always 
times  of  reform. 

jdly,  Becaufe  we  conceive  that 
the  mode  of  a  committee^  which 
might  A£t  with  a  committee  of 
the  other  Houfe^  and  might,  if 
ncceflary,  be  rendered  durable, 
and  veiled  with  due  powers  by  an 
a&ofthe  whole  leeiHature,  might 
bring  back  the  puolic  expenditiire 
toitsconflicutional  principle,  might 
devife  proper  regulations  for  open- 


1780.      . 

that  fuch  a  claim  would  be  well 
founded.     In  truth,  the. objection, 
fuppofes  i(  to  be  ill-founded,  and 
that  therefore  the  Houfe  will  re> 
(iftits  and  yet  it  alTumes  that  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  will  advance 
and    periit^    in    this    ilU  founded 
claim.     We  cannot  difcover    any 
colour  for  fuch  a  fuppoiition,  un- 
lefs  we  were  to  adopt  the  infinaa* 
tions  of  thofe  who  reprefent   the 
corrupt  influence*  (which  it  is  our 
wifh  to  fupprefs)  as  already  per- 
vading that  Houfe.     Thofe    who 
entertain    that     opinion     of    one 
Houie  of  parliament,  will  hardly 
think  lefs  difrefpedfuliy    of    the 
other.     To  them   it  will   feem  a 
matter    of   indifference,    whether 
the  motion  is  defeated  by  the  ex- 
ertion of  that  influence,  to  excite 
a    groundlefs    claim    in    the    one 
Houfe,  or  by  a  groundlefs  appre* 


ing  centrals  to  the  propofals  of    heniion  of   fuch   a  claim'  in   the 


every  fair  bidder,  for  reforming 
the  abufes  of  office,  and  the  enor- 
inity  of  fees,  with  a  variety  of 
other  abufes,  particularly  that  of 
large  fums  of  money  lying  in  the 
hands  of  individuals,  to  the  lofs  of 
the  Hate. 

Aaobjeftfon  has  been  (Irongly 
prged  on  the  ground  of  an  appre- 
heitlion  exprefTed  by  fome  lords, 
as  if  they  ferloufly  i^ntertained  it, 
of  its  producing  a  quarrel  between 
the  two  Houfes  of  parliament;  ia 
confequence  of  whi.h,  the  public 
bufif  efs  might  be  obfl  uft^d,  by  a 
claim  on  the  part  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  an  exclufive-right  of 
confidering  and  providing  for  the 
fnbjeAs  of  this  motion. 

Such  a  claim  certainly  cannot 
be  ^jpportfd,  as  a  confcquence  of 
the  claim  of  that  Houfe  to  origi- 
r^iie  moniy  bills.  Not-  a  (ingle 
Lord  Fppeared  to  cn:(;it4in  an  idea 
\ 


other.  But  we,  who  would  be 
under  flood  to  think  with  more  re- 
fpedl  of  both,  cannot  entertain  an 
apprehenfion  fo  injurious  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  as  that  they 
would  at  this  time  efpecially,  and 
on  this  occailon,  have  advanced 
fuch  a  claim. 

The  tnotion  has  likewife  been 
obje£led  to  on  account  of  its  difqua* 
lifying  perfons  poiTeffing  employ- 
ments or  penfions,  to  be  of  the 
propofed  committee.  We  are  far 
from  fuppoflng  that  the  pofTeflioa 
of  place  or  penfion  nccefTarily  cor- 
rupts the  integrity  of  the  pofiefTor, 
We  have  feen,  and  the  public 
have  feen,  many  illuftrious  m- 
flances  of  the  contrary;  yet  we 
cannot  but  fuppofe  that  the  public 
expeAaiion  of  advantage  from  this 
meafure  would  have  been  lefs  fan* 
guine,  if  they  had  feen  perfons 
poflei&ng  offices  fclefted  to  diflin* 
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goiih  how  fiu-  thwr  offices  were  ufe- 
fal  or  their  falaries  adequate ;  they 
perhaps  would  not  think  the  pof- 
feflbr  of  a  pcnfion  or  office  the  fit- 
ted jadge  now  far  that  pen  11  on  or 
office  had  been  merited  or  was  ne- 
ceffary.  We  cannot  therefore 
think  the  motion  juftly  exception- 
able on  this  g;-ound  ;  it  rather  ap- 
pears to  us  to  have  been  drawn 
with  a  proper  attention  to  noble 
lords  in  that  predicament,  exempt- 
ing them  from  a  iitaation  which 
they  muft  nccelTarily  wifh  to  de- 
cline. 

We  conceive  onrfelvcs  war- 
ranted in  the  mode  prcrpofed,  by 
precedent  as  well  as  reafon,  and 
It  was  ftated  to  the  Houfe  to  have 
been  recommended  by  rhe  mod  ap- 
proved conftitotional  authors  who 
nave  written  fin ce  the  revolution  ; 
bat  having  offered  to  meet  any 
other  propofition  which  might 
carry  with  it  fubftantial  remedy, 
and  no  fuch  being  offered,  not*, 
withftanding  the  time  this  prqpo- 
lition  has  lain  before  the  Houfe, 
we  cannot  help  coniidering  the 
prefent  negative  as  going  to  the 
fubilaniial  as  well  as  formil  part 
of  the  motion,  and  hoM  ourfelves 
obliged  to  avail  ourfelves  of  our 
right  of  entering  our  proteft  againft 
the  rejeflioB  of  the  above  propo- 
fition. 

4thly.  Wc  arc  farther  impelled 
to  prefs  this  motion,  becaule  the 
objefl  of  it  has  be^n  feconded  and 
called  for  by  a  coniiderable  ma- 
jority of  the  people,  who  arc  ^Lffo- 
ciating  for  this  purjpofe,  and  fcem 
determined  to  purine  it,  by  every 
legal  and  con&itutional  method 
that  can  be  devifed  for  its  fuccefs ; 
and  however  fome  may  affed  to  be 
alarmed,  as  if  fuch  aifociatioris 
tended  to  diflnrb  the  peace,  or  en- 
croach upon  the  delegated  powcnr 


of  the  other  Houfe,  wc  arc  pcr- 
fuaded   they  have  no  other  view 
but  to  colIe£l  the  fenfe  of  the  peo* 
pie,  and  to  inform  the  whole  body 
of  the   reprcfentatives,    wha^  are 
the  fentiments  of  the  whole  body 
of    their   conHituents,    in    which 
refpeft    their     proceedings     have 
been  orderly,  peaceable,  and  con- 
ftitutional.     And   if  it   be  aflced, 
what  farther  is  to  be  ^tme  if  thcfe 
petitions  are  rejcded  ?    The   beft 
anfwer  is,  that  the  cafe  cannot  be 
fuppofed ;  for  although  upon  a  few 
feparate  petitions  it  may  be  fairly 
faid  that  the  other  Houfe  ought 
not  to  be  decided  by  a*  part  only 
of  their  conftitucnts,  yet  it  cannot 
be  prefumed  they  will  a£i  in  de- 
iinncc  of   the   united  opinion  o^ 
the  whole  people,   or   indeed  of 
any  great  and  noioriois  majority. 
It  is  admitted  they  have  a  power 
to  vote  as  they  think  £t;  but  it 
is  not  poilible  to  conceive  that  fb 
wife  an  aflembly  will  ever  be  ra(h[ 
enough   to   reje£t    fuch    petitions, 
and  by  that  means  caufe  this  dan- 
gerous   queftion    to    be   broached 
and    agitated,    fFbetbir  tLy   ban)9, 
not  broke  their  truji  ?  The  voice  of 
the  people  will  certainly  be  com- 
plied with. 

M-inifters  may,  as  they  have  done 
in  recent  inftances,  deprive  any 
man,  of  what  he  holds  at  thcif  plea- 
fure,  for  pieluming  to  exercifc  his 
undoubted  right  of  thinking  for 
himfelf  on  thefe  or  other^  public 
fubjefts :  but  it  will  not  be  wife 
in  them  to  treat  thefe  aflbciationi 
with  contempt,  or  call  them  by 
the  invidiojs  name  of  'Faction,  a 
name  by  which  the  minority  in 
both  Houfes  of  parliament  have 
been  fo  fi equently  and  (b  falfely 
calumniated,  becaufe  the  name  fo 
applied  will  recoil  back  upon 
themielvcs^    when  adting  againll 
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the  general  fenfe  of  the  nation } 
nor  will  they  be  able  to  reprcfcnt 
thefe  numbers,  fo  refpef^ablc  in 
rank  and  property  (as  they  did 
but  too'  fuccefsfully  the  difcon- 
tcnted  Americans),  as  a  mob  of 
indigent  and  feditious  incendiaries, 
becaufe  the  people  to  whom  this  is 
addreifed,  are  the  very  people  that 
are  abufed,  and  every  man  bears 
within  himfelf  the  teltimony  of  its 
falfehood. 

The  miniflers,  on  this  particular 
occailon,  cannot  deceive  the  people, 
Fortefcue,  Abingdon, 

Harcoiirt,  Pembroke  and 

De  Ferrars,  Montgomery, 

Seaulieu,  'Fitzwilliam, 

Camden,  Rutland, 

Coventry,  Nugent  Temple, 

Richmond,  Bokon, 

Manchcdcr,  Courtenay, 

Derby,  Stamford, 

Eflingham,  Tankcrville, 

Grafton,  J.S.  Afaph, 

Portland,  Wycombe, 

Ferrers,  Craven, 

Cholmondeley,     Rockingham, 
King,  Scarborough, 

Abergavenny,       Jerfey, 
J.  Peterborough,  DcvonQiire, 

Dijfentiente^  without  reafons, 
Jladnor. 

For  all  the  above  reafons,  ex- 
cept  the  fourth,  Ofborne. 


Dit  Lun^,  Mart.  6tQ, 
Moved, 
npHAT  whereas  the  Right 
J[  Hon.  the  Marquis  of  Car- 
inarthen  was  difmincd  from  his 
office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
Ball- Riding  of  Yorkfljire,  on  the 
morning  of  the  8ih  of  February, 
when  his  opinion  was  known  con- 
cerning a  queuion  that  was  to  be 
agitated  in  (his  hpufc  on  the  even- 


ing of  that  day  ;  and  whereas  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Pembroke 
was  like  wife  difmiffed  from  the 
^  office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Wi!:- 
fhire,  a  few  days  after  he  had 
given  his  vote  upon  the  fai:;c 
queftion  ;  therefore  this  houfe  have 
reafon  to  fufpefl  that  they  were 
difmiffed  in  confequeucc  of  i!te 
faid  votes;  it  is  rcfolved  therefore 
that  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
fented*  to  his  Majdly,  befeeching 
him  to  be  gracioully  pleafed  to 
inform  the  houfe,  whether  he  was 
advifed,  and  by  whom,  to  difmifs 
the  faid  two  noble  lords  for  iheir 
condud  in  parliament. 
.  After  a  long  debate,  the  que Ttion 
being  put. 

Concents  31         Proxies  8    i-      39 
Not-conicnts  56  Proxics36    -     9- 
Dissentient, 

L  ]^ecaufe  we  cannot  entertain 
a  doubt,  but  that  the  two  nob!e 
Icrds,  whofc  removals  from  ihe^r 
lieutenancies  have  given  rife  to 
this  motion,  fufiered  this  mark  of 
his  Mzjefty's  difpleafure  for  thtir 
condud  in  parliament. 

The  fads  exprcfled  of  the  mo- 
tion were  fuflkient  in  themfelves 
to  fausfy  any  rcafonable  perfoo, 
that  this  was  the  fole  caufe  of  their 
difmiffion,  and  might  well  have 
juHLfied  an  immediate  cenfurc  en 
the  advifersof  that  unconllitution^l 
meafure.  But  the  mption,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  was  calculated  to 
point  the  ccnfure  at  thofe  advifcrs 
by  name,  if  it  fliould  have  been 
merited,  gave  them  an  opportunity 
of  being  exculpated  if  guiltlefs,  b/ 
the  folemn  tcftimony  which  his 
Mijeil/  would,  in  fuch  cafe,  have 
given  of  their  innocence, 

II.   Becaufe  ihe  oH'er  made  by 

the  noble  lord  who  propofcd  this 

addrefs    that  it   ihould    be  witii- 

drawn,  if  any  one  of  his  Majcfly's 

6  minilkrs 
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miniften  would  declare  upon  his 
honour,  that  thefe  removals  were 
for  any  other  caufe  than  '  that ' 
which  has  been  ailed ged,  and  the 
iUence  with  which  miniHers  thought 
iit  to  receive  this  propofal,  although 
called  upon  by  almoft  every  lord 
who  fpoke  for  the  motion,  is  an 
additional  reafon  for  confirming 
us  in  our  belief,  that  his.  Majefty 
has  been  advifed  to  remove  the 
two  noble  lords  from  their  lieu- 
tenancies for  their  conduct  in  par* 
Jiament. 

III.  Becaufe  we  confider  this 
difmiffion  of  lords  from  high  ai>d 
honourable  offices,  on  account  of 
their  proceedings  in  parliament, 
to  be  a  violation  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  which  declares,  *'  That 
proceedings  in  parliament  ought 
not  to  be  impeached  or  queftioned 
(mach  lefs  puniihed)  in  any  court 
or  place  out  of  parliament."  And 
wc  arc  greatly  apprehenfive  of  the 
con  Sequences,  if  this  daring  at- 
tempt ta  fubvert  one  of  the  mo(k 
facred  principles  of  our  confti- 
tution,  ihonld  pafs  with  impunity 
and  grow  into  precedent. 

IV.  Becaufe  the  *  mifchievous 
tendency  of  fuch  influence  is 
greatly  augmented,  by  the  con- 
nexion which  the  offices  in  quef- 
tion  (lieutenancies  of  counties) 
have  with  the  proper  conllitution 
of  the  militia.  That  important 
branch  of  the  national  defence  has 
been  (b  altered  as  to  have  almoft 
loft  fight  of  the  original  principles 
ef  an  Englifh  militia.  The  noto- 
rious abufes  introduced  into  it, 
and  the  difregard  paid  to  the  few 
whole fome  regulations  remaining 
is  it,  would  foon  make  the  militia 
a  dangerous  inftrument  in  the 
h^ftds  of  the  miniiler,  were  it  not 


for  the  exemplary  zeal  of  thofe 
gentlemen,  who,  facrificing  every 
degree  of  domeflic  comfort,  and 
fabmitting  to  nnneceSary  and 
diilant  removals  from  their  coun- 
ties, (liil  endeavour  to.,  maintain 
its  purity  in  the  charaQer  of  its 
officers ;  and  we  confider  thefi^ 
alterations  and  abufes  as  giving 
the  more  juft  grounds  of  appre*. 
henfion  and  jealoufy,  as  they  tend 
to  affimilate  the  militia  in  prin- 
ciple and  in  habits  to  the  Handing 
army,  in  which  alfo  dangerous 
innovations  appear  daily -taking 
place;  innovations,  which  though, 
charged  in  the  debate,  were  neither 
denied  nor  defended.    ,        .  . 

Lailly,  becaufe  when  minifiers^ 
in  the  fame  moment  that  they  are 
exercing  the  influence  of  the  crown 
in  a  moft  corrupt  and  uncondi* 
tutionai  manner,  think  fit  to  aC 
fert,  in  xontradidion  to  the  evi- 
dence of  all  our  fenfes,  that  it  is 
not  increafed,  and  is  no(  formi- 
dable, we  can  have-  little  hope 
that  fuch  mioiflers  will  ever  fuffer 
that  influence  to  be  diipinifhed^ 
although  its  diminution!  is  qne  of 
the  principal  obje&  of  the  prayer 
a^nd  petition  of  the  people,  founded 
on  a  feeling  fenfe  of  the  increafed^. 
increafiog,  and  formidable  6xten( 
of  it.  . 


Harcourt, 

Wycomb, 

Craven, 

Camden, 

De  Fcrrars, 

Ponfonby, 

King, 

Derby, 

Beaulieu, 

Devonfhire, 


Manchefter, 

Rockingham, 

Rutland, 

Abingdon, 

Abergavenny, 

Fitzwilliam, 

Richmond, 

Effingham, 

Radnor. 
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Die  FemriiM  Jprilis  l\mo. 
Moved, 

THAT  the  bill ,  intitled  2  bill 
for  the  exciafion  of  con- 
ttwBLon  from  the  lower  houfe  of 
pArliament^  be  read  a  fecond  time 
and  coirtmitted. 

After  fome  debate,  the  qaeftion 
being  put,  there  appeared 
For  the  comfflicment     -     41 
Againft  ic         ■  60 

Majority    -     19 

It  was  then  moTed^  to  rejeft  the 
bill. 

The  qneftion  was  pat  there- 
upon, and  refolved  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

Dissentient, 

I.  Becaufe  the  commons,  de- 
firous  of  re-eflablilhinf  the  repu- 
tation and  authority  ofparliament, 
and  of  giving  fatisfaftion  to  the 
,  people,  at  a  time  when  the  moft 
cordial  and  unfufpicious  confidence 
between  the  reprefentative  and 
conftituent  bodies  is  eiTentially 
neceiTary,  have  come  to  a  Tt(^' 
lotion,  *  T^t  it  is  neceiTary  to 
declare,  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown  has  increafed,  is  increafing, 
and  ought  to  be  diminifiied.' 

This  refolatton  we  conceive  to 
be  undeniably  true,  and  highly 
feaibnable.  Their  commencement 
of  the  diminution  (which  they 
have  iblemniy  engaged  to  make) 
by  the  bill  here  reje^ed,  is  no  Jefs 
judicious.  In  the  midft  of  a  war, 
in  which  nothing  (amon^  all  its 
unhappy  circumttances)  is  more 
remarkable  than  the  prodigality 
with  which  it  is  earned  on,  it 
appears,  peculiarly  necefTary  to  re- 
move from  parliament  thefufpicion 
that  the  rafh  adoption,  the  obfti- 
nate  continuance,  and  the  corrupc 


fupply  of  military  arrangements, 
are  conneAed  with  the  fnpporc  of 
a  court  majority  in  parliament. 

If.  Becanfe  the  people,  op* 
preiTed  with  adaal  impofitions, 
and  terrified  with  the  certain 
profpeA  of  farther  and  heavier 
burthens,  have  a  right  to  be  af- 
fured,  that  none  ihould  have  a 
power  of  laying  thofe  burthens, 
who  have  an  intereft  in  increa/ing 
them.  Neither  is  \\  fit  that  they 
who  are  the  principal  fubje£ls  of 
complaint,  fliould  fit  as  the  con- 
trollers of  their  own  condn£l. 
Contracts  can  never  be  fairly  made, 
when  the  parliamentary  fervice  of 
the  contradtor  is  a  neceflary,  un-> 
derftood  part  of  the  agreement, 
and  mull  be  reckoned  into  the 
price.  But  the  moft  anexcep- 
tionable  contrail  being  a  matter  of 
great  advantage  to  the  contrador, 
it  becomes  a  means  of  inftueoce 
even  when  it  is  not  a  principle  of 
abcfe.  It  is  the  greateft-of  all 
the  bribes  a  minifter  has  to  beftow  ; 
and  one  day's  jobb  may  be  worth 
the  pucchafe  of  the  fee  of  moft  of 
the  places  and  penfions  that  are 
held  in  that  houfe. 

III.  fiecaufe  no  reafons  have 
been  aifigned  for  the  rejedion  of 
this  bill,  but  fuch  as  appear  to  ua 
frivolous  or  dangerous.  It  was 
argued  as  neceflary  to  abate  the 
phreazy  of  virtue,  which  began  to 
(hew  itfelf  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. This  new  fpecies  of  phrenzy 
we  look  upon  to  be  rather  a  cha- 
racter of  faondnefs,  than  a  fymp- 
tom  of  infanity;  and  we  fairly 
declare,  that,  as  we  freqaendy 
come  into  contaA  with  the  other 
Houfe,  we  heartily  wifli  that  that 
diftemper  may  become  contagious. 
Another  reafon  affigned  againft 
this  bill^  that  it  is  not  poffible  for 
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vsJi  pecaniary  emoluroencs  to  hare 
any  influence  on  members  of  par* 
liament,  appears  to  originate  from 
fo  perfefl  a  puerility  of  under- 
ilanding,  or  luch  a  contempt  of 
that  of  the  houfe  and  the  nation, 
that  it  is  mentioned  as  a  matter  to 
be  animadverted  upon,  not  an- 
fwered.  Of  the  fame  nature  is 
the  Argument  drawn  from  the  fup- 
pofed  improbability  of  abufes  in 
contrads,  becaufe  the  law  has  left 
in  the  hands  of  miniilers  the 
means  of  profecuting  at  law  the 
fupporlers  of  their  power,  and  the 
accomplices  of  their  own  fraud  and 
maiverfaiion,  Thefe  arguments 
will  give  little  fatisfa£kion  to  thofe 
who  look  at  the  Houfe  of  Lords  as 
a  barrier  againd  fome  pofiibly  fud- 
den  and  miflaken  warmth  of.  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  that  might 
be  injurious  to  the  juil  preroga- 
tives of  the  crown,  or  the  rights  of 
the  people ;  but  we  will  not  bear 
the  grofs  abufe  of  this  conditu- 
troaal  power;  or  that  this  Houfe 
fbould  fet  itfelf  as  an  obilrudion 
to  the  moil  honourable,  manly, 
and  virtuous  refolution  ever  come 
to  by  an  Houfe  of  Commons;  a 
re(blution  m^ide  in  direct  con- 
formity to  the  petitions  of  their 
conllituents.  We  proteft,  there- 
fore, againil  our  Handing  in  the 
way  of  even  the  firll  fteps  taken 
towards  promoting  the  indepen- 
pence^  integrity,  and  virtue  of  a 
houfe  of  parliament. 


Pe  Fcrrars, 

Rockingham, 

Abergavenny^ 

Fortefcuc, 

Courtenay, 

Wycombe, 

Ponfonby, 

Percy, 

Fcxxers, 


J.  St.  Afaph, 

Beaulieu, 

Olborne, 

Cholmondeley, 

Manchefler, 

Coventry, 

St.  John, 

Fitz- William, 

Abingdon, 


Pembroke,  and  Portland, 
Montgomery,  Devonlhirej 

Scarborough,       Harcourt, 

Richmond,  Jerfey. 

For  the  firft  and  third  reafons, 
adopting  however  very  heartily  in 
the  prefent  ilate  of  parliamentary 
reprefentation  the  found  principles 
contained  in  the  fecond,  which  yet 
I  conceive  inapplicable  to  this  bill. 
Radnor. 


His  Majefty*s  mofl  gradons  Speech  U 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  Jume 
19,  1780. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  outrages  committed  by 
bands  of  defperate  and  aban- 
doned men,  in  various  parts  of  thia 
metropolis,  broke  forth  with  vio- 
lence into  a£ls  of  felony  and  trea- 
fon,  had  fo  far  overborne  all  civil 
authority,  akid  threatened  fo  direft« 
1/  the  immediate  fubverfion  of  all  ' 
legal  power,  the  deftru6tion  of  all 
property,  and  the  confufion  of 
every  order  in  the  ftate,  that  I 
found  myfelf  oblic;ed,  by  t^try  tie 
of  duty  and  afFcdiion  to  my  people^ 
to  fupprefs,  in  every  part,  thbfe 
rebellious  Infurre^lions^  and  to 
provide  for  the  public  fafety,  by 
the  mod  effedlual  and  immediate 
application  of  the  force  entrulted 
to  me  by  parliament. 

I  have  direded  copies  of  the 
proclamations  iiTued  upon  that 
oceafion,  to  be  laid  before  you. 

Proper  orders  have  been  given 
for  bringing  the  authors  and  abet- 
tors of  thefe  infurredions,  and  the 
perpetrators  of  fuch- criminal  adls, 
to  fpeedy  trial,  and  to  fuCh  con- 
dign punifhment  as  the  laws  of 
their  country  prefcribe,  and  as  the 
vindication  of  public  juHlce  de« 
mandj* 

Thoagh 
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Though  I  truft  it  is  not  nc- 
ceiTary*  yet  I  think  it  right  at  this 
time,  to  renew  to  you  my  folemn 
affurances,  that  I  have  no  other 
obje£l  bat  to  make  the  laws  of  the 
realm,  and  the  principles  of  our 
excellent  conftitution  in  church 
and  (late,  the  rule  and  meafure  of 
my  conduct ;  and  I  (hall  ever  con- 
fider  it  as  the  firft  duty  of  mj  Na- 
tion, and  the  chief  glory  of  my 
icign,  to  maintain  and  prefe\e 
the  eftabiifhed  religion  of  my 
kingdoms,  and  as  far  as  in  me 
lies,  to  fecure  and  to  perpetuate 
thp  rights  and  liberties  of  ny 
people. 


ne  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal^  »«  /*tfr- 
liament  affemhUd. 

Die  Lufut,  19**  Junii,  1780. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 

WE  your  Majefty's  mod  du- 
.  tiful  and  loyal  fubjefts, 
the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal^ 
in  parliament  affembled,  beg  leave 
to  return  your  Majefly  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  moft  gracious 
Ipeech  from  the  throne. 

We  feci  the  utmoU  abhorrence 
and  deteftatioti  of  the  outrages 
committed  in  various  parts  of  this 
metropolis,  by  bands  of  defperate 
and  abandoned  men ;  outrages 
that  broke  forth  with  fuch  violence 
into  a^s  of  felony  and  creafon, 
and  which  threatening  fo  diredUy 
the  immediate  fubverfion  of  all 
legal  authority,  the  dellrufkion  of 
all  property,  and  the  confufton  of 
every  order  in  the  ftate,  called 
loudly  for  the  fpeedieft  and  moft 
cfiedual  application  of  the  force 
cntrufted  to  your  Majefty  by  law. 


We  beg  leave  to  tcftify  our 
Warmeft  gratitude  to  your  Ma- 
jefty, for  your  paternal  care  and 
concern  for  the  proteftion  of  your 
fubjedls,  fo  manrfeft  in  the  mea- 
fares  your  wifdom  direded  in  this 
urgent  neceffity,  to  fupprefs  in 
every  part,  thefc  rebellious  infur- 
regions,  and  to  provide  for  the 
general  fafcty,  by  the  reftoratioa 
of  public  peace. 

We  thank  your  majefty  for  the 
communication  you  have  been 
pleafed  to  make  to  this  houfe,  of 
the  proclamations  iiTued  in  this 
alarming  conjuncture. 

We  learn  with  fatisfaCiion  that 
orders  have  been  given  for  bring- 
ing the  offenders  to  fpecdy  trialy 
and  to  fuch  condign  puniflimenc 
as  the  law  prefcribcs,  and  the  vin- 
dication of  pubtfc  juftice  demands.* 

Although  the  uniform  tenor  of 
your  Majefty 's  conduct  rendered 
unneccffary  the  renewal  of  your 
gracious  aflli^^nccs  to  yoor  parlia- 
ment, yet  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  given  ^  raifes  in  us  thd 
warm  eft  emotions  of  gratitude^ 
affcAion,  and  duty.  Such  a  de-r 
claration  of  the  juft  and  wife  prin- 
ciples that  are  the  rule  and  mea« 
fure  of  your  Majefty's  goremmenti 
muft  endear  your  Nfajefty  mortf 
and  more  to  all  your  fnbjeds,  and 
meet  with  the  fulleft  return  of  at- 
tachment, confidence,  and  zeal. 

His  Majeftfs  moft  gracious  Atijhver^ 

My  Lords, 

I    thank   you  heartily  for  this 

addrefs^  fo  full  of  duty  to  me  and 

of  zeal  for  your  country.     Your 

abhorrence  or  the  rebellious  infur- 

reAions,  and  your  unanimous  ap-* 

probation  of  the  meaAires  taken  to 

fupprefs  them>  muft  have  the  moft 
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filutary  cfFcS^u  Nothing  can  give 
mp  greater  fatisfadion  than  the 
confcjencc  you  rcpofe  in  me.  It 
(hall  be  judified  by  the  whole  tenor 
of  my  leign. 


ne  bumhU  AdMfs  cf  the  Houfi  tf 
Co7nmens» . 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  Majcfty'j  moft  du- 
tiful and  loyal  fubjcas, 
ihc  commons  of  Great-Britain,  in 
parliament  affembled,  be^  leave 
to  return  your  Majefty  the  humble 
thanks  of  this  hoofe,  for  your  mod 
gracious  fpeech  from  the  thrijne  ; 
and  for  the  communication  which 
your  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to 
make  to  this  houfe,  of  the  pro- 
clamations iflued  during  the  late 
moll  dangerous  and  alarming  dif- 
turbances. 

We  think  it  onr  icdirpenfable 
duly  to  cxprefs,  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  our  abhorrence  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  thofe  tumultuous  af- 
rembiies,  and  of  the  criminal  a£ls 
or  outrage  and  violence  committed 
by  thofe  defperate  bands  of  men, 
and  our  hjgheft  indignation  againil 
tne  authors,  promoters,  and  per- 
petrators of  them  ;  and  to  acknow- 
ledge, with  the  warmeft  emotions 
of  gratitude,  duty,  and  afFedion, 
>oar  Majcfty's  paternal  care  and 
concern  for  the  proieftion  of  your 
fobjcdis,  in  the  meafurcs  which 
your  Majefty,  as  the  father  of 
^'oar  people,  and  the  guardian  of 
P'^blic  fafety,  took  in  the  hour  of 
extreme  and  imminent  necefGty, 
fcr  the  immediate  and  efteftual 
fuppreifioa  of  thofe  rebellious  ia« 
,  farreftions. 


We  learn  with  fati&faflion,  that 
proper  orders  have  been  given  for 
bringing  the  offenders  to  fpeedy 
trials  and  to  fuch  puniihment,  as, 
upon  conviflion  of  their  crimes, 
the  laws  prefcribe,  and  the  vindi- 
cation of  public  jnftice  certainly 
demands. 

Although  the  conftant  tenor  of 
your  Majefty 's  juft  and  conftitu- 
tiooal  government,  made  a  re« 
newai  of  your  Majefty's  royal  aiTu- 
ranees  to  your  parliament  unne* 
ceiTary,  yet  we  cannot  but  receive 
with  great  thankful nefs,  fo  iignai 
a  mark  of  your  Majefty's  gracious 
attention ;  and  we  beg  leave,  on  ' 
our  part,  toaffure  your  Majefty, 
that  this  condefcending  and  en- 
dearing declaration,  cannot  fail  of 
fecuring  to  your  Majefty,  in  the 
hearts  of  your  people,  the  moil 
aiFeflionate  returns  of  confidence, 
attachment^  and  fupport. 

His  Majefty^ s  Anf^)tr  to  the  Addrefi 
of  the  Hou/e  ofCoTimons. 

Gentlemen, 

I  return  you  my  cordial  and 
particular  thanks  for  this  loyal ^ 
affectionate,  and  unanimous  ad« 
drefs. 

Union  at  this  time,  muft  have 
the  beft  and  moft  important  con* 
fequences :  nothing  can  morepow* 
erf  ally  aflift  me  in  preferving  the 
public  fafety  and  fecuring  revc* 
rence  for  the  laws,  and  obedience 
to  legal  government.  Be  a/Tured 
that'  it  is  my  conftant  and  ardent 
deiire  to  promote  the  happinefs  of 
all  my  fubje£is,  and  to  dcferve  the 
confidence  and  fupport  of  a  free 
people. 
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Oft  Saturday,  July  8,  his  Majefty 
clofed  the  Sejpon  of  Parliament 
nvith  the  foUvwing  Speech ^ 

My  Lords  and  GeDtlemen^ 

IT  gives  me  great  racisfa£Uoii  to 
find  myfelf  able  to  determine 
this  long  fefion  of  parliament,  that 
you  may  be  at  liberty  to  return  to 
yoiirfeveral  countries^  and  attend 
to  your  private  affairs^  after  fo  la- 
borious a  difcharge  of  your  duty 
in  the  public  fervice ;  and  I  take 
this  occafion  to  exprefs  my  fincere 
acknowledgement  for  the  fre(h 
proofs  you  have  given  me  of  your 
aifedionate  zeal  for  the  fupporc  of 
ny  govern  men  t»  and  of  your  juft 
eftimation  of  the  real  and  perma- 
nent tnterefts  of  your  country. 

Your  magnanimity  and  perfe- 
ftrerance  in  the  profecution  of  this 
juft  and  necefTary  war  have  ena- 
bled ihe  to  make  fuch  exertions  as 
will»  I  truft,  by  the  afliftance  of 
Divine  Providence,  difappoint  the 
violent  and  unjuft  defigns  of  my 
enemies,  and  bring  them  to  liften 
to  equitable  and  honourable  terms 
of  peace. 

*  Thcfe  exertions  have  already 
been  attended  with  fuccefs  by  fea 
and  land  ;  and  the  late  important 
and  profperous  tufn  of  affairs  in 
North  America  affords  the  faireft 
profpe£^  of  the  returning  loyalty 
and  affection  of  my  fubjeds  in  the 
colonics,  and  of  their  happy  re- 
onion  with  their  parent  country. 

Gentlemen    of   the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  feel  myfelf  under  particular 
obligations  to  thank  you  for  the 
large  and  ample  fupplies  you  have 


fo  cbearfully  granted,  aod  for  the 
confidence  you  repofe  in .  me.  Ntf 
attention  (hall  be  wanting,  on  my 
part,  to  render  them  effectual,  and 
to  fee  them  faithfully  applied. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen » 

Let  me  earneftly  recommend  to 
you  to  affift  me,  by  your  influence 
and  authority  in  your  fcveral  coun- 
ties, as  you  have  by  your  unani- 
mous fupport  in   parliament,    in 
guarding  the  peace  of  the  king- 
dom from  future  difturbances,  and 
watching  over  the  prefervacion  of 
the  public  fafety.     Make  my  peo- 
ple feniible  of  the  happinefs  they 
enjoy,  and  the  diilin^uiflied  ad- 
vantages they  derive  from  our  ex- 
cellent conftitution  in  church  and 
Hate.     Warn  them  of  the  hazard 
of  innovation — point  out  to  them 
the    fatal    confequences    of  fuch 
commotions   as  have  lately  been 
excited ;  and  let  it  be  your  care 
to  imprefs  on  their  minds  this  im- 
portant truth.  That  rebellious  in* 
furredlions  to  refift,  or  to  reform 
the  laws,  muff  end  either  in  the 
deftrudlion    of   the    perfons    who 
make  the  attempt,  or  in  the  fub- 
verfion  of  our  free  and  happy  con- 
flitution. 

And  afterwards  the  Lord  Chan' 
eel  lor,  by  his  Majefly's  commandi 
faid : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemeoi 

It  is  his  Majefty's  royal  will  and 
pleafure,  that  this  parliament  be 
prorogued  to  Thurfday,  the  twen- 
ty* fourth  day  of  Auguft  next^  to 
be  then  here  faolden )  and  this 
parliament  is  accordingly  pro- 
rogued to  Thurfday,  the  twenty- 
fourth  da^  of  AuBuft  next. 
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By  the  Kino. 

A    PROCLAMATION, 

i^or  iijfolving  this  fri/ent  Portia" 

men/ J  and  declaring  the  calling  of 

another^ 

Gborce  R. 

WHEREAS  we  h^ve  thought 
fit^  by  and  with  the  advice 
pi  our  privy-council,  to  diffolve 
this  prefent  parliament^  which 
ROW  ftands  profogued  to  Thurfday 
the  28th  day  oiF  this  inftant  Sep- 
tember: We  do,  for  that  end, 
publiQi  this  our  royal  procl ag- 
ination; and  do  hereby  dlfTolve 
the  faid  parliament  accordingly: 
and  the  lords  fpi ritual  and  tem- 
poral j  and  the  knights,  citizens, 
and  burgefTes,  add  the  cOmmif. 
iioners  for  fbires  and  burghs,  of 
the  houfe  of  comihons,  are  dif- 
charged  from  their  meeting  and 
attendance  on  Thorfday  the  iaid 
28th  day  of  this  inftant  September, 
Ahd  we  being  defirous  arid  re- 
folved,  as  foOn  as  may  be;  to  meet 
our  people,  and  to  have  their  ad- 
vice in  parliament,  -do  hereby 
make  ki\own,  to  all  our  loving 
fuhje£ts,  our  royal  will  a;id  plea- 
fure  to  call  a  new  parliament; 
and  do  hereby  further  declare, 
that,  with  the  advice  ofour  privy- 
council,  we  have,  this  day,  given 
Order  to  our  chancellor  of  Great- 
l^ritain.  to  iiTue  out  writs,  in  due 
form,  for  calling  a  new  parlia- 
ment; which  writs  are  to  bear 
tede  on  Saturday  the  2d  day  of 
this  inftant  September,  and  to  be 
returnable  on  Tuefday  the  3ifl 
day  of  Odober  following. 
Given  at  our  court  at  St.  James's, 
the  I  ft  day  of  September,  1780, 
in  the  twentieth  year  of  our 
reign. 

God  fave  the  King, 
Vqi*  XXIII. 


Duhlin-Ct^le,  September  z* 

TH I S  day  his  Excellency  thtf 
Lord  Lieutenant  weht  in 
ftate  to  the  Houfe  of  P^ers  with 
the  ufual  folemnity;  and,  the 
Commons  being  fent  for,  gave  thtf 
roya\  aftent  to  fuch  bills  as  wer^ 
ready ;  after  which  his  Excellency 
made  the  following  moft  gracious 
fpeech  to  bbth  Houfes  of  Parlia^ 
ment : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemerii 
X  am  happy  at  length  to  con- ' 
gratiilate  you  on  the  concluiion  of 
this  fefflon  of  parliament,  though 
the  important  meafures  under  de- 
liberation muft   have   made  your 
attendance  Icfs  irkfome  to  yoii.    . 
If  your  long  abfence  from  yont 
feyeral    coiintii^s   has    been   pro* 
du^ve    of    any    inconveniencei 
fuch  in  convert  icnce  is  fully  com* 
pen  fated  by  permanent  and  foHd 
benefits^     the     fuccefsful     conft't 
quences  of  your  labours.  ' 

Gentlemen   of  the   Houfe  bf 

Commons^ 
1  thank  you,  in  his  Majefty'i 
iiame^  for  tne  liberal  fupplies  yott 
have  granted.  Your  cheerfulnefs 
in  giving,  and  your  attentioil  to 
the  cafe  of  the  fubjed  in  the  mode 
of  raifing  them,  m6ft  be  very  ac- 
ceptable to  his.  Majelly ;  On  my 
part,  I  aflure  you  they  ihall  h$ 
faithfully  applied. 

My  Lords  and  Geritlemeri^ 

The  fatisfaftion  with  which  th^ 
heart  of  every  Iriftiman  muft  exult 
at  the  fcene  of  profperity  noW 
opening  to  this  cotfntry,  may 
equal,  it  cannot  exceed,  the  ^\ov( 
of  my  private  feelings.  And# 
whilft  you  applaud  the  conduct  of* 
Great-Britain  in  removing  the  re« 
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ftridlions  upon  the  trade  of  this 
kingdom^  you  cannot  but  partU 
cularly  acknowledge  the  unequi- 
vocal demon ftrations  of  her  fincere 
aifedlion,  in  admitting  you,  upon 
the  moil  liberal  plan,  to  an  imme- 
<iiate,  free,  and  equal  intercourfe 
with  her  colonics. 

The  wife  and  falutary  laws 
which  you  have  framed  naturally 
lead  to  the  moft  beneficial  enjoy- 
ment of  that  intercourfe ;  and 
when  I  reflcft  on  thofe  objedls, 
and  on  your  meritorious  atteiition 
to  the  trade,  agriculture,  and 
jnanu failures  of  this  kingdom,  fo 
confpicuoufly  man i felled  by  the 
laws  pa^ed  for  granting  ample 
bounties  on  the  export  of  your 
corn,  your  linen  and  your  fail- 
cloth;  by  the  premiums  for  en- 
couraging the  ^growth  of  hemp 
and  Dax-feed,  and  by  the  judi- 
cious proviiions  for  the  better  re- 
gulation of  your  manufadlures,  I 
feel  a  confcious  fatisfadtion,  that 
the  commerce  of  this  kingdom,  has 
been  ellabliflicd  upon  an  extended, 
firm,,  and  lalHug  bafis;  and  that 
Ireland  muft,  in  the  coorfe  of  her 
future  profperity,  look  back  to 
this  aera,  the  labours  of  the  pre- 
fent  parliament,  and  the  difFufiVc 
indulgence  of  his  Majefty,  with 
the  moft  grateful  veneration. 

Your  own  difcreet  judgment 
will  naturally  fuggeft  the  expe- 
pedicncy,  when  you  return  to  your 
feveral  counties,  of  impreffing 
upon  the  minds  of  all  ranks  of 
men,  the  various  bleflings  of  their 
prefent  fituation.  Demonftrate  to 
them,. that  every  efi^eftual  fource 
of  commercial  wealth  is  now  their 
own,  *  and  invites  that  induftry, 
without  which  the  wifcft  commer- 
cial regulations  remain  a  dead 
letter,  and  the  bounties  of  nature 


are  laviflied  in  vain.  Cherifh  fucTt 
a  fpirit  of  indullry  ;  and  convince 
them  of  the  efFeftual  advantages 
they  derive  from  their  free  and 
excellent  conflitution,  the  main- 
tenance of  every  branch  of  which, 
in  its  jull  vigour  and  authority, 
can  alone  fecure  their  liberties, 
and  preferve  their  happinefs. 

After  which  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, by  his  Excellency's  com- 
mand, faid. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
It  is  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  pleafure,  that  this 
parliament  be  prorogued  to  Tuef- 
day  the  loth  day  of  Oftober  next, 
to  be  then  here  held  ;  and  this 
parliament  is  accordingly  pro- 
rogued to  Tuefday  the  loth  day 
of  Odober  next. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of 
•    Great  -  Britain,    in    Parliament 

aJfembUd: 

The  Petition  of  the  Gentlemen, 
Clergy,  and  Freeholders  of  the 
County  of  York, 

Sheweth, 

THAT  this  nation  bath 
been  engaged  for  feveral 
years  in  a  moft  expeniivc  and 
unfortunate  war;  that  many  of 
our  valuable  "colonies,  having 
aftually  declared  themfelves  inde- 
pendent,  have  formed  a  ftri£l  con- 
federacy with  France  and  Spain, 
the  dangerous  and  inveterate  ene- 
mies of  Great-Britain  ;  that  the 
confequcncc  of  thoft  '  combined 
misfortunes  hath  been  a  large 
addition  to  the  national  debt,  a 
heavy  accumulation  of  taxc»,  a 
rapid  decline  of  the  trade,  mana- 
ffti^ufes. 
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faftUrcs,    and   land -rents  of  the 
kir.gdom. 

Alarmed  at  the  diminifhed  re- 
fourccs  and  growing  burthens  of 
this  country,  and  convinced  that 
rigid  frugality  is  ijovv  indifpen- 
fably  neceflary  in  every  depart- 
ment of  the  ftate,  your  petitioners 
obferve  with  grief,  that  notwith- 
flanding  the  calamitous  and  im- 
poveriflied  condition  of  the  nation, 
much  public  money  has  been  im- 
provldently  fquandered,  and  that 
many  individuals  enjoy  finccure 
places,  erncient  places  with  exor* 
bitant  emoluments,  and  pcnfions 
unmerited  by  public  fervice,  to  a 
large  and  ftill  increaiing  amount  $ 
whence  the  crown  has  acquired  a 
great  and  unconilitutional  influ- 
ence, which,  if  not  checked,  may 
foon  prove  fatal  to  the  liberties  of. 
this  country. 

Your  petitioners  conceiving . 
that  the  true  end  of  every  legi- 
timate government  is  not  the  emo- 
lument of  any  individual,  but  the 
!  welfare  of  the  community ;  and 
coniidering  that  by  the  conftitution 
of  this  realm  the  national  purfe  is 
intruded  in  a  peculiar  manner  to 
j  the  cuftody  of  this  honourable 
houfc ;  beg  leave  further  to  re- 
prefent,  that  until  efFeftual  mca*. 
fures  be  taken  to  redrefs  the  op- 
prefiive  grievances  herein  Hated* 
the  grant  of  any  additional  fum  of 
public  money,  beyond  the  pro* 
ciuce  of  the  prefent  taxes,  will  be 
injurious  to  the  rights  and  pro- 
perty of  the  people,  and  dero- 
gatory from  the  honour  and  dig* 
ftity  of  parliamcnt4 

Your  petitioners  therefore  ap- 
pealing to  the  juilicex)f  this  hon- 
ourable houfe,  do  moil  earneftly 
requcft,  that,  before  any  new  bur- 
thens are  laid  upon  this  country, 
cfi'e^lual  meafures  .may  bs  taken 


by  this  hottfe  to  enqoire  into  and 
cor  re  A  .the   grofs   abufes   in   the 
expenditure  of  public  money  ;  td 
reduce  all  exorbitant  emoluments  i 
to  refcind  and  aboli(h  all  iinecurd ' 
places   and.  unmerited    penfions; 
and  to  appropriate  the  produce  to  . 
the  neceifities  of  the  dale  in  fuch 
manner  as  to  the  wi{<lozii  of  par<* . 
liamcnt  fnall  &em  meet. 

And  your  pijnttoners  ihall  etei . 
.  pray,.&c*  &c» 

The    following  'couiltiea   pre*, 
fented  petitions  nearly  in  the  iamtf 
words : 

MiddlefeJCi         Dorfet, 

Cheiler,  Devon, 

Hants,  Norfolk, 

Kcrtfordi  Berks, 

Suflex,  Bucks, 

Huntingdon,     Nottingham*  " 

Surry,  Kent, 

Cumberland,     Northiimberl. 

Bedford,  "SufFolk, 

EfTex,  -    Hereford, 

Gloucefter*         Cambridge,    ' 

Somerfct,  Derby. 

Wilts,  * 

Alfo  the  cities  of  Londofl^ 
Weftminfter,  York,  Briftol,  and  • 
the  towns  of  Cambridge,  Not- ^ 
tingham,  NewcafWe,  Reading,  aird*. 
Bridgewater.  —  The  county  of* 
Ncrfhampton  agreed  to  inftruft 
their  members  on  the  points  of*' 
the  petition* 


To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  t^ 
Great  -  Britain  in  Parliament 
ajfembled  t 

A  Reprefentation  and  Petition  of 
the  Planters,    Merchants,   and 
other  Perfbns  intercfted  in  the*^* 
Ifland  of  Jamaica.  * 

THAT  your  petitioners^  m 
all  duty  and  humility,  beg 
[r]  2  leavi 
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leave  to  lay  before  this  honourable 
houie  fevcral  cirpumilances  which 
they  prefume  it  is  important  for 
the  houfe  to  know,  and  to  which 
they  are  certain  it  b  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  them  that  a  due 
attention  ihot>ld  be' paid. 

Your  petitioners  reprefent  to 
thi^  honourable  houfe,  tliat  the 
ifland  of  Jamaica  has'  not  beci» 
proteded*  They  reprcfent,  that 
the  temporary  fafety  which  it  hae 
enjoyed  hs^  \xiten  owing  to  the 
dircdion  of  the  enemy's  force' 
towards  other  bbjeds,  and  not 
to  any  intriofic  means  of  defence 
provided  for  that  ifland  by  his 
Majefty's  miniilers^  They  con- 
ceive, that  the  fafety  of  fuch  a 
pofTeflion  as  Jamaica  ought  not 
to  have  been  left  to  chance^ 
They  rcprefent,  that  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica  i»  inferior  in  value 
to  none  of  the  dependencies  of 
Great -Britain  ;^  that  great  part 
even  of  what  appears  to  be  th« 
interior  Vi/ealth  of  Great-Britain 
itfelf  is,-  in  »<?ality,  the  wealth  of 
Jamaica,  which  k  fo  intimately 
interwoven  with  the  internal  iir- 
terefl  of  this  kingdom,  that  it  is 
not  Q^fy  to  diflinguifli  them  ;  that 
a  great  part  of  the  trade  and  navi- 
gation, a  large  proport^ion  of  the 
revenue,  and  very  much  of  the 
mercantile  a^d  ihe  natiotval  credit, 
amd  the  value  of  tlie  landed  in- 
tereft,  depend  immediateKr  on  its 
prcfervation ;  that  its  defence  is 
therefore  an  objcft  as  important 
to  Great-Britain  as  any  part  of 
Great-Britait^  itfelf;  and  that  it  is 
an  obje£l  to  be  provided  for  with 
i!ill  greater  care  and  forciight, 
becaufe  its  natural  means  of  home 
defence  are  infinitely  lefs  conii- 
derable. 

They  tblemnly   declare,   that, 
confcious  of  their  invariable  loy- 
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alty  to  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  their  unbounded  attach- 
ment to  the  profperity  of  the 
whole  empire,  they  are  not  able 
to  conjeckire  for  what  offence, 
re»l  or  pretended,  they  have  fo 
long  been  put  under  this  pro- 
icriptioij.  If  your  petitioners  had 
been  adlivt  by  faftious  clamours, 
or  del  u five  reprefentaiions,  by 
concealing  true  or  fuggefting  falfc 
information,  in'  betraying  their 
fovereign  and  their  country  inta 
war,  they  might  have  the  lefs 
reafon  to  complain  of  the  neglcdl 
by  which  they  have  fuffcred  fa 
many  diftreffes/  and  have  been 
expo  fed  to  fo  many  dairgers*  It  i$ 
iff  the  recolledlion  of  this  honour- 
able houfe,  that,  at  an  early  pe- 
riod of  the  prefent  unhappy  trou- 
bles, the  body  of  the  Weft-India 
planters  and  merchants  did  humbly 
llate  their  apprehensions  to  parlia- 
ment, and  deprecated  the  un- 
happy meafures  wTiich  were  then 
taken.  It  is  the  misfortune  of 
the  publicy  as  Well  as  theirs,  that 
no  attention  wai^  paid  to  their 
humble  prayers,  and  that  their 
moll  dutiful  and  faithful  repre- 
fcn ration's  were  totally  neglcftcd. 

They  affirm,  that  they  have  not* 
dcfervcd  to  be*  thu4  abandoned, 
from  a  want  af  having  purchafcd 
for  a  valuable"  confideration  the* 
protection  of  the  ftate.  The  plant- 
ers have  feen,  not  oivly  with' ac- 
quiefcence  but  pleafure,  their 
trade  ajmoll  wholly  confined  to  the 
mother  country,  the  place  of  refi- 
dcnce  of  the  greater  part,  and  the 
objedl  of  the  tendered  affe^oh  to 
all  of  them.  Both  planters  and 
merchants  have  had  the  produce 
of  their  eftates  as  largely  taxed  in 
Great-Britain,  to  the'  common 
fupport,  as  any  others.  The*  af- 
fembly  of  the  iflaad  of'  Jamaica 
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lias«  beyond  any  former  example 
of  libcrdlity,  and  far  beyond  their 
abilities,  laid  deftru£live  iflipo- 
fltions  on  their  ellates  and  pro- 
pertied'within  the  iflaid^  Vaft  pcr- 
fonal  ferviceSf  burthenibjne  in  the 
extreme,  and  nearly  ruinous  to 
the  prefent  yal«e  of  all  they  pof- 
fefs,  have  been  chearfully  given.. 
7'hey  haw  borne  patently  the 
heavy  loSes  a^d  burthens,  the 
fatal^  thotigh  not  unforefecn  con- 
fequences  of  their  feparation  from 
North  America.  After  all  thefe 
impoiitibn^  and  taxes  in  £n|land^ 
thefe  taxes  and  perfoial  fervices  in 
Jamaica,  ^nd  after  fgfferings  of 
every  kind  iu  this  war,  on  fug- 
geilion  frxun  fricads  of  govern- 
ment^ they  have  had  refort  an 
their, individual  f:hara^rs  to  their 
almoft  exbaufted  purfes,  and  made 
a  large  private  fubicripti.on  fox 
their  own  defence. 

They  reprefent^  that  they  have 
been  credibly  informed,  that  at 
the  time  .whcQ  ad  mi  nitration 
declined  Xo  provide  the  neceiTary 
forces,  either  by  fea  or  Jand^  for 
their  defence,  that  his  Majefty's 
fccretary  at  war  publicly  declared, 
that  his  jMajeily  did  ^hen  com- 
mand more  nuinerojus  forces,  by 
fca  and  land^  than  the  moft  for- 
midable monarch  of  the  world 
had  under  his  orders^  when  his 
power  alarmed  all  Europe ;  and 
they  are  informed,  that  lar^^ 
additions  to  his  Majeily's  forces 
were  inade  fome  time  after.  They 
now  alfo  feel,  that  they  arc 
amoB^ft  thofe  who  are  taxed  for 
the  maintenance  of  an  army  of 
upward^  x>£  feventy  thoufand  men 
employed  in  North  America;  and 
they  prefume,  that  the  fuppreffion 
of  no  rebellion  whaccvcr  can  be  a 
jnore  near  and  urgent  concern  ©f 
any  government  than    .the    pro- 


te<5l*on  of  its  lo/al  and  uf^ful 
fubje£ls. 

Thev  reprefent,  thatth^y  hav« 
not  been  wanting  to  themfelves, 
by  every  reprcfents^tion  in  their 
power,  and  every  fojicitation,  to 
call  upon  his  Majefty's  minifters 
for  the  nccc5ary  proteflion.  For 
though,  from  the  duty  of  their 
ftation,  and  their  high  triift,  his 
Majefty's  minifters  ought  to  have 
flicwn  an  anxious  and  provident 
care  of  all  his  Ma}efty's  dominions, 
eyen  if  individuals,  through  ig- 
norance, or  want  of  forefight,  had 
neglefted  their  own  private  in- 
tereft  in  them ;  yet  they  humbly 
inibrm  the  houfe,  that  many  ftrong 
remonftrances  were  made  on  this 
fobjeft  to  his  Majefty's  minifter:^ 
by  your  petitioners,  beginning  Ct^ 
early  as  1773,  and  continued  to 
the  gth  of  December,  1779;  and 
that  addreffes  on  the  fame  were 
made  to  his  Majefty  by  the  af*- 
fembly  of  Jamaica,  as  aJfo  a  rc- 
prefentation  of  the  want  of  men, 
fiiips,  ftores,  arms,  ammunition, 
and  of  every  oth  r  meajQs  for  thcif 
defence;  yet  they  never  did,  at 
any  time,  receive  from  the  /aid 
minifters  any  anfwers,  other  than 
excufes,  on  account  0/  the  number 
o(  ftiips  employed  on  the  Ame- 
rican and  ho;ne  fervice,  and  cer- 
tain loofc  general  aflarances,  from 
which  they  received  little  com- 
fort,  and  have  reaped  no  advan- 
tage; and  that  even  the  pofitiVfc 
ail u ranees  of  the  governor  to  the 
aiTembly  of  the  ifiand,  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's gracious  intention  that  the 
fquadron  on  that  ftation  fhould  be 
conftderably  reinforced,  have  not 
been  fulfilled. 

Your  petitioners  moft  humbly 
requoft  the  attention  of  this  houfe 
to  their  paft  and  prefent  fituation, 
pledging  thcmfclves  to  prove,  be- 
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yond  a  doubt,  the  truth  of  their 
allegations.  In  the  mean  time, 
your  petitioners  acquaint  this 
nonourablc  houfe,  that,  unlefs 
a  ftrong  regular  force  be  per- 
manently eilablillicd  in  Jamaica 
during  the  war,  and  a  con- 
liderable  fleet  ftationed  there, 
they  cannot  think  that  ifland  in  a 
ftate  of  fecurity.  This  they  con- 
ceive themfclvcs  as  Englifhmen 
bound  to  lay  before  the  reprefent- 
atives  of  the  people  of  Great- Bri- 
tain, humbly  claiming  proteftion 
as  their  undoubted  right ;  and 
looking  back  with  horror  at  the 
dangers  from  which  (by  the  fole 
difpofition  of  the  Divine  Provi- 
dence) they  have  efcaped,  whilft 
fundry  of  their  fellow- fubj efts  are 
now  obliged  to  proftratc  them- 
fclvcs at  the  foot  of  the  throne  of 
the  French  king,  to  implore  the 
mercy  of  that  monarch,  inftead  cf 
the  proteftion  of  their  natural 
ibve  reign. 


^ht  Memorial  frefentcd  hy  Sir 
Jofeph  Yorke,  the  Englim  Am^ 
bajfador  Extraordinary  at  the 
Hague,  the  21/  Day  of  March, 
nuas  to  the  folloioing  Purport : 

High  and  mighty  Lords, 

THE  King,  my  mafter,  has 
always  cultivated  the  friend- 
(hip  of  your  High  MightineiTes, 
and  has  always  looked  up6n  the 
alliance  which  has  fo  long  fub- 
(ifted  between  the  two  nations  as 
founded  on  the  wifeil  principles, 
4ind  cflential  to  their  mutaal  wel- 
fare. The  principal  objefts  of 
that  alliance,  fupported  upon  the 
ftrong  balls  of  common  intereft, 
-are  the  fecurity  and  profperity  of 
tli^  two  ftate^^   the  malotenance 


of  public  tranquillity,  and  the 
preiervation  of  that  juft  equili- 
brium which  has  been  fo  ofren 
troubled  by  the  ambitious  policy 
of  the  Houfe  of  Lourbon. 

Whon  the  Court  of  VerfaiJIes, 
in  dired  violation  of  public  fairh, 
and  the  common  right  of  all  fo- 
vercigns,  broke  the  peace  by  a 
Jeague  made  with  his  Mujefly's 
rebellious  fubjecb,  which  was 
avowed  and  formally  declared  by 
the  Marquis  de  Noailles,  when 
France,  byimmenfe  preparationr, 
manifclled  a  delign  to  annihilate 
the  maritime  power  of  England, 
the  king  thought  your  High 
MightincfTes  too  fcnfiblc  net  to 
fee  that  the  welfare  of  the  Re- 
public was  fo  ctofcly  conncfted 
with  that  of  Great-Britain,  as  to 
induce  you  tohaften  to  it:,  luccour. 
One  of  his  Majefly's  iirft  care's 
was  to  inform  your  High  Migh- 
tinefles  of  all  the  circumllances  of 
that  unjuft  war,  and  in  the  cri- 
tical fituation  in  which  the  king 
found  himfclf  he  did  not  forget 
the  interetts  of  his  ancient  allies, 
but  on  the  contrary,  (hewed  the 
fmcerell  dcfire  to  favour  the  trade 
and  free  navigation  of  the  Re- 
public as  much  as  tlie  welfare  of 
his  people  would  permit ;  he  ev^n 
refrained  a  long  lime  to  reclaim 
the  fuccours  llipulated  by  treaty, 
and  though  he  fulfilled  his  owa 
engagements,  did  not  require  the 
fame  from  your  High  Mighti- 
nefles ;  the  reclamation  in  quef- 
tion  was  not  made  till  the  united 
forces  of  France  nnd  Spain  were 
ready  to  fall  upon  England  at 
once,  and  attempt  a  landing, 
with  the  affiilancc  of  a  formidable 
fleet.  Although  they  were  fruf- 
trated  in  that  enterprize,  the 
king's  enemies  are  llill  medj. 
latiiig  the  fame  projects  \  aad  it  i^ 
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\y  the  exprefs  order  of  his  Ma- 
jcfty,  that  the  underwritten  again 
renews^  in  the moft  formal  manner, 
the  demand  of  the  fuccours  iHpu- 
iated  by  di£^erent  treaties,  and 
.  particularly  that  of  1 7 1 6. 

Hitherto  your  High  Mighti- 
nefies  have  been  iilent  upon  this 
efTential  article,  whilil  you  infilled 
upon  a  forced  interpretation  of 
•the  treaty  of  cortimerce  of  the 
year  1674,  againll  the  abufe  of 
which  Great-Britain  at  all  times 
protefled.  This  interpretation 
cannot  be  reconciled  with  the 
xlear  and  particular  flipulation  €ff 
the  fecret  article  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  of  the  fame  year.  An  ar- 
ticle of  a  treaty  of  commerce  can- 
not annul  fo  elTential  an  article  of 
a  treaty  of  peace,  and  both  are 
exprefsly  comprehended  in  the 
principal  treaty  of  alliance  of 
J678,  by  which  your  High  Migh- 
tinefTes  ace  obliged  to  fumiih  his 
Majeily  with  the  required  fuc- 
cours. You  arc  too  wife  and  too 
juft  not  to  feel  that  all  the  en- 
gagements between  powers  ought 
to  be  mutually  and  reciprocally 
obfcrved,  and  although  they  were 
agreed  upon  at  difi^erent  periods, 
"do  alike  bind  the  contnifting  par- 
ties. This  incoRtefiable  principle 
is  the  mere  applicable  here,  as 
the  treaty  of  17 16  renews  all  the 
anterior  engagements  between  the 
Crown  of  England  and  the  Re- 
public, and  in  a  manner  includes 
thera  in  one. 

I'he  underwritten  had  further 
orders  to  declare  to  your  High  - 
■MightineiTes,  that  he  was  ready 
to  enter  into  conference  with  you 
to  regulate,  in  an  amicable  man- 
ner, all  that  was  necefi'ary  to  pre- 
vent amifunderftanding,  and  every 
Dther  difagrecable  evcntj  by  con- 


certing meafures  which  (he  aid  bi 
both  equitable  and  advantageous 
to  the  fubjeds  of  both  countries;, 
but  this  amicable  overture  was 
rcfufed  in  a  manner  as  unexpcfted 
-and  extraordinary  as  unufual  be- 
tween two  friendly  powers:  and 
without  paying  any  attention  ei- 
ther to  the  repeated  public  and 
private  reprefentations  relative  to 
convoys„  your  High  MightineiTes 
not  only  granted  thefe  convoys  to 
different  forts  of  naval  ftores,  but 
more  particularly  ordered  that  a 
certain  number  of  men  of  war 
ihould  be  ready  for  the  future  to 
convoy  naval  ammunition  of  all 
forts  to  the  ports  of  France,  and 
that  at  a  time  when  the  fubjcds  of  , 
the  republic  enjoyed  by  treaty  a 
liberty  and  extent  of  commerce 
far  beyond  what  the  right  of  na- 
tions grants  to  neutral  powers,  , 

This  refolution,  and  the  orders 
given  to  Rear-admiral  Count  By- 
land,  to  oppcfe  by  force  the  fearch- 
ing  of  the  merchant- ftiips  brought 
on  an  incident  which  the  friend- 
ffiip  of  the  king  defired  much  to 
prevent ;  but  it  is  notorious,  that 
that  admiral,  in  confequence  of 
his  inftruftions,  fired  firft  at  the 
boats  under  Engliih  colours,  which 
were  fcnt  to  examine  the  fhips  in 
the  manner  prefcribed  by  the 
treaty  of  1674. 

This  then  is  a  manifeft  ag- 
^rcflion,  a  direft  violation  of  that 
fame  treaty  which  your  High 
M.'j^-htincffes  fecm  to  lock  upon 
as  the  mod  fatred  of  all.  His 
Mnjclly  had  before -hand  made 
reiterated  reprefentations  upon  the 
neccffiry  and  juftice  of  the  exa- 
mination, which  had  taken  place 
in  ail  anal  :jrous  circumftances,  and 
is  fully  authorized  by  the  treaty ^ 
Thev  were  apprized  in  London^ 
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that  a  number  of  veflcli  were  at 
the  Texel,  laden  with  naval  iloreH 

.  and  particularly  mafts,  and  large 
jpiip  Diiiidtng  timber,  ready  to 
fail  For  France,  with  or  under  a 
Dutch  convoy.  The  event  prov- 
ed tHe  truth  of  thcfe  informations, 
as  fcvcr^l  of  thefe  vcflcls  were 
found  even  under  the  faid  cbqvoy, 
the  greateA  part  of  them  efcaped, 
and  furniihed  France  with  very 
elHcacious  fupplies,  of  which  they 
flood  in  great  need.  Whilft  your 
fiigh  Mightinefles  thus  affiled, 
the  king's  enemies,  by  favouring 
the  tranfportation  of  thefe  fuc- 
cours,  you  impofed  a  heavy  pe- 
nalty on  thofe  fubjeds  of  the  Re- 
public who  fhould-  fupply  the  gar- 
rifon  of  (^ibr]|ltarwith  provifions, 
although  that  place  is  compre- 
hended in  the  general  guarantee 
of  all  the  Britilh  poirefliotis  in  Eu- 
rope, and  although  at  that  mo- 
ment Spain  had  dFllurbed  the  trade 
of  the  Republic  in  an  unprecedent- 
ed and  outrageous  manner. 

It  is  not  only  on  thefe  occasions 
thdt  the'  condiid  pf*  yopr  High 
Mightine^es  towards  the  kine, 
and  towards  the  enemies  of  his 
inajefty,  hold^  up  a  llriking  con- 
trail to  the  impartial  eyes  of  all 
the  world.  No  one  can  be  igno- 
rant of  what  has  paffcd  in  Paql 
Jones's  ajFair :  the  afylum  granted 
io  that  pirate  was  difeftly  contrary 
fa  the  treaty  of  Breda  in  1667, 
find  to  your  High  Mightineiles 
placard  in  1756;  bcfidcs  which, 
although  your  High  MightinefleB 
h^ve,  and  Aill  continue  to  keep  an 
aWoiute  filence  relative  to  the  jqft 
4^clamations  of  his  majeily,  yet, 
upon  the  fimple  requeil  of  the 
|cing*s  enemies,  you  afiured  them 
you  would  obferve  a  ftrid  and  un- 
4)iiuted  neutrality,   without    any 


exceptions  of  the  ancient  engage- 
ments of  the  Republic,  foanded 
on  the  moil  folemn  treaties. 

I^otwithfUndixig  all  this,  the 
king  is  willing  to  perfuade  him- 
felf,  that  all  that  has  pafled  is 
lefs  to  be  attributed  to  the  real 
fentiments  of  your  High  Mighti- 
iieffts  than  to  the  artilces  of  his 
enemies,  who,  after  fowing  dif- 
cord  between  the  memt^rs  of  the 
States,  have  by  threats  and  pro- 
mifes  endeavoured  to  fet  them 
againft  their  ancient  ally. 

His  raajefty  cannot  think  that 
yoiir  High  MightinefTes  have  re- 
folved  to  abandon  a  fyftem  that 
the  Republic  has  kept  to  for  more 
than  a  century  with  fo  much  fuc- 
cefs  and  fo  oiuch  glory. 

fiutiffuch  is  the  refplution  of 
your-  High  Mightinefles ;  if  you 
are  determined  to  break  the  al- 
liance with  Great  Britain  by  rc- 
fufing  to  fulfil  your  engagements, 
things  will  bear  a  new  face  ;  the 
king  will  fee  apy  fuch  change 
with  a  v^ry  fenfible  regret,  but 
the  con fequences  will  be  neceffary 
and  inevitable.  If  by  an  a^  of 
your  High  Mightineffes  the  Re- 
.public  ceafe  to  be  an  ally  of  his 
majeily,  the  relations  between  the 
two  nations  arc notally. changed, 
and  they  have  no  other  connec- 
tions, no  other  ties,  than  thofe 
which  fiibfift  between  neutral  pow- 
ers in  friehd(hip  J^pd  unity,  Every 
treaty  being  reciprocal,  if  year 
High  MightineiTes  will  not  ful^l 
your  engagements,  the  confe- 
quence  mull  be,  that  thofe  on  the 
part  of  the  king  ceafc  to  be  any 
longer  binding.  It  is  in  depart- 
ing from  thefe  incbnteftable  prin- 
ciples, that  his  majefty  has  or- 
dered the  underwritten  to  declare 
to  your  High  Mightioefies,  in  the 
-    ■  moft 
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jDQft  amicable,  but  yet  the  moft 
ferious  manner,  that  if,  contrary 
to  his  juft  expedlations,  your  High 
Mightincfles  do  not,  in  the  courfe 
of  three  weeks,  from  the  day  of 
the  prefent^tion  of  this  memorhl, 
give  a  fatisfadory  anfwer  relative 
to  the  fuccours  reclaimed  eight 
months  ago ;  his  majedy  will  look 
upon  fuch  contluft  as  breaking  oft* 
the  alliance  on  the  part  of  your 
High  Mightine/Tes,  and  will  not 
look  upon  the  United  Provinces 
in  any  other  light  than  on  the  foot- 
ing of  other  neutral  powers,  un> 
privileged  by  treaty,  and  confe- 
qucntly  will  fufpeqd,  till  further 
orders,  all  the  particular  ftipqia- 
tions  of  the  treaties  made  in  fa- 
vour of  the  fubjedls  of  the  Repub- 
lic, par^cularly  thofe  of  the  treaty 

of  1674,  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^y  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

general  principles  of  the  right  of 
nations,  which  ferves  as  a  rule  for 
putral  and  unprivileged  powers. 
Pone  at  the  Hague,  March  21, 
J  780.     '     (iSigned) 

Jo&BPH  YORKE. 

The  fbllatving  frovl/tcnal  Answer 
i^as  gi'ven  to  the  aho've  Memo- 
rial, 

THAT  their  High  Mighti- 
nefles  arc  very  defirous  to  coincide 
with  the  wilhcs  of  his  Britilh  ma- 
jcfty,  by  giving 'a  pofitive  anfwer 
to  the  memorial  deliverefl  by  his 
arobaffador,  but  that  their  High 
MightinefTes  forefee,  that  from 
the  nature  of  the  government  of 
the  Republic,  it  is  impofiible  t6 
return  an  anfwer  in  three  weeks 
time,  as  the  memorial  muil  be  de- 
Hi>eratcd  upon  by  the  differetit 
provinces,  and  their  refolutions 
waited  for.  That  their  High 
MightineiTes  are  s^flfured  his  ma- 


[?4^ 

jefty  would  not  wiih  rigoroufly  tq 
keep  to  the  before -mentioned 
time,  that  their  High  Mightinef. 
fes  might  be  able  to  conclude 
upon  an  anfwer  in  a  manner  con- 
formable to  the  conftitution  of 
the  Hepublick,  in  which  they  had 
no  right  JO  make  any  alteration, 
and  they  promife  to  atcelerate  th^ 
deliberations  upon  that  head  as 
much  as  poflible. 


Declaration  of  the  Court  ^  Great 
Britain,  Jfril  iph,  1780. 

WHEREAS  iincc  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  in 
which  Great  Britain  is  engaged 
by  the^  unprovoked  aggrefTion  of 
France  and  Spain,  repeated  mc- 
morifils  have  been  prefentcd  by 
his  majefty's  ambaflador  to  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Pro^ 
vinces,  demanding  the  fuccour) 
fti^^ulated  by  treaty;  to  which  re- 
quifition,  though  ftrongly  called 
upon  in  the  lall  memorial  of  the 
aift  of  March,  their  High  Migh- 
tiaejres  have  given  no  anfwer,  nor 
Signified  any  intention  of  comply* 
ing  therewith :  and  whereas  by  tho 
noh -performance  of  the  deareft 
engagements,  they  defert  the  al- 
liance that  has  fo  long  fubfifted 
betv/een  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  Republic,  and  place 
themfelves  in  the  condition  of  a 
neutral  power,  bound  to  this  king-, 
dom  by  no  treaty,  every  princir 
pie  of  wifdom~and  julHce  requires 
that  his  majefty  fhould  confider 
them  henceforward  as  ftanding 
only  in  iliat  diflant  relation  in 
which  they  have  placed  them- 
felves :  his  majefty  therefore  hav- 
ing taken  this  matter  into  his 
royal  confid^ration,  doth,  by  and 
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with  the  advice  of  his  privy  coun- 
cil, judge  it  expedient  to  carry 
into  immediate  execution  thofc 
intentions  which  were  formally 
notified  in  the  memorial  prefented 
by  his  ambaffador  on  the  21ft  of 
March  laft,  and  prcvioufly  iigni- 
^ed  in  an  official  verbal  declara- 
tion, made  by  Lord'  Vifcount 
Stormont,  one  of  his  majefty's 
principal  fecretaries  of  Hate,  to 
Count  Wclderen,  envoy  extraor- 
dinary and  plenipotentiary  from 
the  RepubUck,  nearly  two  months 
before  the/lelivery  of  the  aforefaid 
memorial :  for  thefe  caufcs,  his 
roajefty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  his  privy  council^  doth  declare, 
that  the  fubjefts  of  the  United 
Provinces  are  henceforward  to  bs 
confidered  upon  the  fame  footing 
with  thofc  of  other  neutral  dates 
not  privileged  by  treaty ;  and  his 
majefty  doth  hereby  fufpend,  pro- 
vifionally,  and  till  further  order, 
all  the  particular  ftipulations  rc- 
fpe^ling  the  freedom  of  naviga- 
tion and  commerce,  in  time  of 
war,  of  thfs  fubjefts  of  the  States 
General,  contained  in*  the  feveral 
treaties  now  fubfifting  between  his 
majefty  and  the  Republick,  and 
more  particularly  thofc  contained 
in  the  marine  treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United 
Provinces,  concluded  at  London, 
December  YT*  1674. 

From  a  hiimanc  regard  to  the 
jntcrefts  of  individuals,  and  a  de- 
fire  to  prevent  their  fuffcring  by 
any  furprize,  his  majelly,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  his  privy  coun- 
cil, doth  declare,  that  the  cftcci 
♦f  this  his  majefty's  order  ihall 
take  place  at  the-  following 
terms,  viz. 

Ia  the  channel  and  the  North 


fcas,  twelve  days  after  the  date 
hereof. 

From  the  channel,  the  Britifli 
feas,  and  the  North  fcas,  as  far 
as  the  Canary  Ifiands  inclufivcly, 
either  in  ihp  ocean  or  Mediterra- 
nean, the  term  fhall  be  iix  weeks 
from  the  aforefaid  date. 

Three  months  from  the  faid  Ca- 
nary 111  an  ds  as  far  as  the  equinoc- 
tial line  or  Equator. 

And  laflly,  iix  months  beyond 
the  faid  line  or  Equator,  and  in 
all  other  parts  of  the  world,  with- 
out any  exception  or  other  more 
particular  defcription  of  time  and 
place. 

St^fh.  Cottrel. 


TJbe  Memorial  prrfented  U  thdr 
High  MightinefTes  by  Prince 
Gallitzin,  the  Ruffian  Minifier^ 
on  the  Part  of  the  Empre/s  his  So- 
iferehn. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 
'"1~^HE  underwritten  envoy  cx- 
X  traordinary  from  the  Em- 
prefs  of  all  the  Rufiias  has  the 
honour  to  communicate  to  you  a 
copy  of  the  declaration  which  the 
emprefs  his  fovereign  has  made 
to  the  belligerent  powers.  Your 
High  MightinefTes  may  look  upon 
this  communication  as  a  particular 
mark  of  the  attention  of  the  Em- 
prefs fo^  the  Republick,  which  is 
equally  intcrefted  in  the  reafons 
which  occaiioned  the  declaration. 
He  has  further  orders  to  declare 
to  your  High  Mightincfles,  in  the 
name  of  her  Imperial  Majefty, 
that  how  defirous  foever  fhe  may 
be  on  the  one  hand  to  maintda 
the  ftriftcft  neutrality  during  the 
prefcnt  war,  yet  her  ixlajcfty  is  as 
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determined  to  take  the  mofl  eiHca- 
cious  means  to  fupportthe  honour 
of  the  Ruffian  flag,  the  fccurity  of 
the  trade,  and  the  navigation  of 
her  fubjeds,  and  not  fuifer  either 
to  be  hurt  by  any  of  the  beilige- 
rant  powers  ;  that,  in  orJer  to 
prevent  on  this  occafion  any  mif- 
underftanding  or  falfe  interpreta- 
tion, (he  thought  it  necciiary  to 
fpecify  in  the  declaration  the  li- 
mits of  a  free  trade,  and  what  is 
called  contraband.  That,  if  the 
definition  of  the  former  is  foi>.nded 
upon  the  cleared  notions  of  natu- 
ral right,  the  latter  is  literally 
taken  from  the  treaty  of  commerce 
between  Ruffia  and  Great  Britain, 
by  which  her  Imperial  Majefiy 
means  incontcftably  to  prove  her 
good  faith  and  impartiality  to- 
wards each  party  ;  that  (he  confc- 
qucntly  apprehends  that  the  other 
trading  powers  will  immediately 
come  into  her  way  of  thinking  re- 
lative to  neutrality.  ^ 

From  thcfe  confiderations,  her 
Imperial  Miijclly  has  ordered  the 
underwritten  to  invite  your  High 
Mightineffcs  to  make  a  common 
cauie  with  her,  as  fuch  an  union 
may  fervc  to  protefl  the  trade  and 
navigation,  and  at  the  fame  time 
obferve  a  ftrid  neutrality*  and  to 
communicate  to  your  High  Migh- 
tincffes  the  regulation  Ihe  has  in 
confequence  taken. 

The  fame  invitation  has  been 
made  to  the  Courts  of  Copenha- 
gen, Stockholm,  and  Li/bon,  in 
order  that  by  the  united  encci- 
voun  of  all  the  neutral  maritime 
powers,  a  natural  fyilem,  founded, 
on  JQllice,  might  be  eftablifiied 
and  Icpalifed  in'  favour  of  the 
trcde  ot  neutral  nations,  which  by 
iti  real  advantages  might  ferve  for 
d  rclc  for  future  ages. 


The  underwritten  does  not 
doubt  but  your  High  Mightineflcj 
will,  without  delay,  take  the  in- 
vitation of  her  Imperial  Majefty 
into  confideration,  and  concur  in 
immediately  making  a  declaration 
to  the  belligerent  powers,  found* 
cd  o^  the  fame  principles  as  that 
of  the  empref>,  explaining  at  the 
fame  time  the  nature  of  a  free 
and  contraband  trade,  conform- 
able to  their  refpedive  treatiei 
with  the  other  nations. 

For  the  reft  the  underwritten 
has  the  honour  to  ail u re  your 
High  Mightinefles,  that  if,  to 
ellablifii  fuch  a  glorious  and  ad- 
vantageous fy ftcm  upon  the  moH 
folid  bafis,  they  wiflicd  to  open  a 
negociation  with  the  above-men- 
tioned neutral  powers  on  thi^  fuV- 
jeft,  the  emprefs,  his  fovcrelgn^ 
is  ready  to  join  you* 

Your  Mightincfles  will  eafily 
foe  the  necelaty  of  accelerating 
your  rcfolutions  upon  obje^ils  of 
fuch  importance  and  advantage 
for  humanity  in  general.  The 
underwritten  begs  of  you  to  giva 
him  a  fpccdy  anfwer. 

Demetri  Prince  Gal* 

LITZl  ji. 

H/f^ue,  Afril^,  1780. 


Declaraticn  /rem  ihe  Eriprsfs  cf 
Radia  to  the  Courts  of  London, 
Verfailles,  and  Madrid. 

THE  Emprefs  of  all  th« 
Ruflias  has  fo  fully  raani- 
fefted  her  fcntiments  cf  equity  and 
moderation,  and  has  given  fuch 
evident  proofs,  daring  the  courfe 
of  the  war  that  fhe  fupportcd 
againlt  the  Ottoman  Porte,  of  the 
regard  fne  has  for  the  rights  qt 
ncut^Tilit^  aijd  the  liberty  of  uni- 
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verfal  commerce,  as  all  Earope  They  arc  reducible  to  cb«  fol- 
can  witnefs.  This  C(  ndu6t,  aa  lowing  points : 
weli  as  the  principles  of  impar- 
tiality that  (he  has  dilplayed  dur- 
ing the  prcfcnt  war,  iuftly  in- 
spires her  with  the  fullell  conA- 
dence,  that  her  Aibjetb  would 
peaceably  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
induiliy  and  the  advantages  bct- 
longing  to  a  neutral  nation*  Expe- 
rience has  neverthelefs  proved  the 
contrary.  Neither  the  above- 
mentioned  conliderations  nor  the 
regard  to  the  rights  of  nations 
}iave  prevented  the  fubje£b  of  her 
Imperial  Majefty  from  being  oftett 
molefted  in  their  navigation,  and 
flopped  in  their  operations  by 
thoie  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

Thefe  hindrances  to  the  liberty 
of  trade  in  general,  and  to  that 
of  Rufiia  in  particular,  are  of  a 
nature  to  excite  the  attention  of 
all  neutral  nations.  The  emprefs 
finds  herfelf  obliged  therefore  to 
free  it  by  all  the  means  compati- 
ble with  Ker  dignity  and  the 
well-being  of  her  fubje£ls;  but, 
before  Ibe  puts  tl^is  into  execution, 
and  with  a  fincere  intention  to 
prevent  any  future  infringements^ 
Ihe  thought  it  but  jull  to  publifh 
to  all  Europe  the  principles  Ihe 
yneans  to  follow,  which  are  the 
properefl  to  prevent  any  mifun- 
derftanding,  or  any  occurrences 
that  may  occafion  it.  Her  Impe- 
rial Majcfty  docs  it  with  the  more 
confidence,  as  (he  finds  thefe  prin- 
ciples coincident  with  the  primi- 
tive right  of  nations  which  every 
people  may  reclaim,  and  which 
the  belligerent  powers  cannot  in- 
validate without  violating  the 
iaws  of  neutrality,  and  without 
difavowing  the  maxims  they  have 
adopted  in  the  diiFerent  treaties 
and  public  engagements. 


Firfl,  That  all  neutral  fhips 
may  freely  navigate  from  port  to 
port,  and  on  the  coaits  of  nations 
at  war. 

Secondly,  That  the  effe^s  be- 
longing  to  the  fubjeds  of  th^  faid 
warring  powers  (hall  be  free  in  all 
neutral  vefTels,  except  cpntraband 
merchandife.  | 

Thirdly,  That  the  emprefs,  as 
terthe  Specification  of  the  above- 
mentioned  xperchandife,  holds  tq 
what- is  mentioned  in  the  loth 
and  1 1  th  articles  of  her  treaty  of 
commerce  with  Great  Pritaii),  ex- 
tending her  obligations  to  all  the 
powers  at  war. 

Fourthly,  Tbat,  to  determine 
what  is  meant  by  a  blocked- up 
port,  this  is  only  to  be  underftood 
of  one  which  is  fo  well  kept  in  by 
the  (hips  of  the  power  tbac  attacks 
it,  and  which  keep  their  places^ 
that  it  is  dangerpus  to  enter  in- 
to it. 

Fifthly,  That  thefe  principles 
ferve  as  a  rule  for  proceedings 
and  judgments  upon  the  legality 
of  prizes. 

Her  Imperial  Majeily,  in  mak- 
ing thefe  points  public,  does  not 
hefitate  to  declare,  that  to  main- 
tain them,  and  to  protect  the  ho- 
nour of  her  flag,  the  fecurity  of 
the  trade  and  navigation  of  her 
fubjeds,  fhe  has  prepared  the 
greateft  part  of  her  maritime  forces. 
This  meafure  yvill  not,  however, 
influence  the  ftri£b  neiitrality  ihe 
docs  obferve,  and  will  pbferve,  fo 
long  as  file  is  not  provoked  and 
forced  to  break  the  bounds  of  mo- 
deration and  perfed  impartiality. 
It  will  be  only  in  this  extremity 
that  her  fjeei  have  orders  to  go 
wherever 
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wherever    honour,    iatcreft,    and 
need  may  require* 

In  giving  this  folemn  aflurancc 
with  the  ufual  opennefs  of  her 
eharader,  the  emprefs  cannot  do 
other  than  promife  herfelf  that  the 
belligerent  powers,  convinced  of 
the  fentiments  of  juftke  and  equi-^ 
r/  whicit  animate  her^  will  con- 
tribute towards  the  accompli  ih- 
nent  of  thefe  falutary  purpofes, 
which  manifeflly  tend  to  the  ^ood 
of  all  nations,  and  to  the  advan- 
tage even  of  thofe  at  war.  In 
ccniequence  of  which,  her  Impe- 
lial  Majefty  will  furnish  her  com-' 
manding  officers  with  inilrodions 
cottfonnable  to  the  above-men- 
tioned principles^  founded  upod 
the  primitive  laws  of  people,  and 
fo  often  adopted  in  their  conven- 
tions. 

'An/ivgr  frcfH  ihe^  Court  if  Great 
Britain  to  the  Declaration  of  the 
Emprefj  of  Rufiia;  fent  to  the 
Britifti  En*voj  at  Peteriburgh, 
April  z-^^  1780. 

DURING  the  courfe  of  the 
War,  wherein  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jeily  finds  him felf  engaged  through 
the  unprovoked  aggreflioir  of 
France  and  Spain,  he  hath  con- 
ftantly  manifeAed  his  fentiments 
of  juftlce,  equity,  and  modera- 
tion, in  every  part  of  his  con- 
dad.  His  majelly  hath  a£led  to- 
wards friendly  and  neutral  powers 
according  to  their  own  procedure 
»  rcfpccling  Great  Britain,  and  con- 
formabk  to  the  cleared  principles 
generally  acknowledged  as  the 
law  of  nations,  being  the  only 
law  between  powers  where  no 
treaties  fubiifl,  and  agreeable  to 
the  tehour  uf  his  different  engage- 
ments wiihr  otlu^r  powi?rs>  thofe 


engagements  have  altered  this 
pnmiiive  law,  by  mutual  ftipula- 
t^ons,  proportioned  to  the  will 
and  convenience  of  the  contrading 
parties  4 

Strongly  attached  to  her  Ma- 
jefty  of  all  the  Ruffias^  by  the 
ties  of  reciprocal  friendship,  and 
common  intereft,  the  king,  front 
the  commencement  of  thofe  trou- 
bles, gave  the  moft  precife  orders 
refpeiSng  the  flag  of  her  Imperial 
Majefty,  and  the  commerce  of  her 
fubje&s,  agreeable  to  the  law  %( 
nations,  and  the  tenour  of  the  en- 
gagements (lipulated  by  his  t'reaty 
of  commerce  with  her,  awd  to 
which  he  (hall  adhere  with  the 
moft  fcrupulous  exadnefs. 

The  orders  to  this  iiftent  have 
been  renewed,  and  the  utmoft  care 
will  be  taken  for  their  fbideft  ex* 
cctttionj 

It  may  be  prefumed,  not  the 
leaft  irregularity  will  happen;  but 
in  cafe  any  infringements,  coii^ 
trary  to  thefe  repeated  orders/ 
take  place,  the  Courts  of  Admi-' 
ralty,  which  in?  fbis,^  like  alF 
other  countries,'  are  eftablifhed  to^ 
take  cognizance  of  fuch  matters,- 
and  in  all  caf^  do  judge  iblely  by 
the  law  of  natiohs,  and  by  the' 
fpecifick  ftipularions  of  different 
treaties,  will  redrefs  every  hard- 
ship in  fo  equitable  a  manner,* 
thar  her  Imperial  Majefly  fhall  be 
perfeAIy  fatisfied,  and  acknovCr- 
ledg'e  a  like  fpirit  of  juttice  which 
ihe  ]idrfelf  poffeiles. 

Anfiuer  frofi^  the  King  of  France. 
ta  the  Declaration  of  the  Emfreff 
tf^Ruffia. 

THE  war  in  which  the  king 
15  engaged  having  no  other  object 
thaa  the  attachment  of  his  ma- 
jefty 
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jcfty  to  the  £-ecdoni  of  the  feas, 
he  could  not  but  with  the  truell 
fatisfadion  fee  the  Em  pre  fs  of 
Ruflia  adopt  the  fame  principle, 
and  rcfolve  to  maintain  it.  That 
which  her  Imperial  Majedy  claims 
from  the  belligerent  powers  is  no 
other  than  the  rules  already  pre- 
fcribed  to  the  French  marine,-  the 
execution  of  which  is^  maintained 
with  an  exactitude  known  auJap-^ 
plauJcJ  by  all  Europe. 

The  liberty  of  nt'utral  ve/uijs, 
Fcftrained  only  in  a  few  cafes,  is 
the  direvit  confequcnce  of  neutral 
light,  the  fafcguard  of  ail  nations, 
and  the  rel let  even  of  thofeat  war. 
The  king  has  been  def.rous,  not 
only  to  procure  a  freedom  of  na- 
vigation to  the  fubjecis  of  the 
Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  but  to  tnofe  of 
all  the  ilates  who  hold  their  neu- 
trality, and  that  upon  the  fame 
conditic4i5  as  are  announced  in 
the  treaty  to  which*  his  majcuy 
this  day  anfwers. 

His  majeily  thought  he  had 
taken  a  great  ilep  for  the  general 
good,  and  prepared  a  glorious 
cppcha  ifor  his  reign,  by  fixing,  by 
his  example,  the  rights  wiiich 
every  belligerent  power  may,  and 
ouglit  to  acknowledge,  to  be  due 
to  neutral  veil'els.  His  h'^pes  have 
not  been  deceived,  as  thj  emprefs, 
in  avowing  the  ftricleil  neutrality, 
has  declared  ia  favour  of  a  fyllcm 
which  the  king,  is  fupporting  a: 
the  price  of  his  people's  blood, 
and  that  her  majclly  adopts  the' 
fame  rights  as  he  would  wlih  to 
make  the  bafis  of  the  mari:imc 
code. 

If  frclh  orders  were  necefTary  to 
prevent  the  veficis  of  her  Imperial 
Majefty  from  being  diilurbcd  in 
their  navigation  by  the  fubjeds  of 
the  king,  his  majefty  would  im- 
mediately  give'   them ;    but    the 


emprefs  will  no  doubt  be  fatisfiei 
with  the  difpofitions  made  by  his 
majefty  in  the  regulations  he  has 
publiihed.  They  do  not  hold  by 
circumftances  only,  but  they  are 
founded  oa  the  right  of  nations, 
and  quite  fuiiabic  to  a  prince 
who  finds  the  happinefs  of  his 
own  kingdom  in  that  of  general 
prgfperiiy.  The  king  \vi flies  her 
Imperial  Majefty  would  add  to 
the  ^eans  fbc  has  fixed  to  de- 
termine what  merchandizes  are 
reckoned  contraband  in  time  of 
war,  precife  rules  in  the  form  of 
the  fea-papers  with  which  the 
Ruffian  fhips  will  be  furniftied* 

With  this  precaution,  his  ma- 
jefty is  aiffured  nothing  will  hap- 
pen to  niakc  him  regret  the  hav- 
ing put  the  Ruffian  navigators  on 
as  advantageous  a  footing  as  can 
be  in  time  of  war.  Happy  cir- 
cumftances have  more  than  onca 
occurred  to  prove  to  the  courts 
how  important  it  is  for  them  to 
explain  themfelves  freely  relative 
to  their  refpe(Jlive  interells. 
,  His  majefty  is  very  happy  to 
have  explained  his  way  of  think- 
ing to  her  Imperial  Majefty  upon 
fo  interefting  a  point  for  Rufiia, 
and  the  trading  powers  of  Europe. 
He  the  more  iincercly  applauds 
the  principles  and  views  of  the 
emprefs,  as  his  majefty  partakes 
of  the  fame  fen  time  nts  which  have 
brought  her  majefty  to  adopt 
thofe  meafures  which  muft  be  to 
the  advantage  of  her  own  fubjc^ls, 
and  all  other  nations. 

Fer/ailigs,  JfrtJ  z^,  1780. 

A fi fiver  from  the  King  of  SpaJT?^ 
to  the  Declaration  of  the  Emfreji 
</ Ruflia. 

THE  king,  being  informed  of 
the  empref*'s  fentiments  with  re- 
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fpe<5l  to  the  belligerent  and  neu- 
tral   powers,    by  a  memorial  re- 
mitted  to  the  Comtc  de  Florida 
Blanca,  on  the  ijth  inft.  by  Mr. 
Etiennede  Zinowief,  Minifter  to 
her  Imperial  Majefly :    the  king 
coniiders  this  as  the  cfFeft  of  a 
juft  confidence  which  his  majefty 
has  on  his  part  merited  ;  and  it  is 
yet  more  agreeable  that  the  prin- 
ciples   adopted  by  this  fovereign 
fhculd  be  the  fame  as  have  always 
guided   the  king,    and  which  his 
majefly   has  for  a  long  time,  but 
without   fuccefs,   endeavoured^  to 
caufe   England  to  obferve,  while 
Spain    remained  .  neuter.      Thefe 
principles  arc  founded  in  juftice, 
equity  and  moderation  ;  and  thefe 
fame  principles  Ruifia  and  all  the 
other  powers  have  experienced  in 
the  rclblutions  formed  by  his  ma- 
jefty ;    and  it    has    been    entirely 
owing  to  the  condut^  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  navyj  both  in  the  laft  and  the 
prefent    war    (a    condufl  wholly 
fubveriivc  of  the  received  rules  a- 
mong    neutral  powers)     that    his 
mcjelly  has  been  obliged  to  follow 
their  example;  fince  the  Englifli 
paying  no  refpedl  to  a  reutral  flag, 
if  the  fame  be  laden  with  effects 
belonging  to  the  enemv,  even  if 
the  articles  fli6uld  not  fee  contra- 
band, and  that  flag  not  ufmg  any 
means  of  defending  itfelf,    there 
could   not  be  anyjuH  caufe  why 
Spain  fhould  not  make  reprifals, 
to  indemnify  herfelf  for  the  great 
difadvantages  (he  muft  othe'rwife 
labour  undt^r.     The  neutral  pow- 
ers have  alfo  laid  themfelvcs  open 
to  the  inconveniencies  they  have 
fuffered,  by  furniftiing  themfclves 
with   double    papers,    and    other 
artifices,  to   prevent   the  capture 
of  their  veilels ;  frota  which  have 


followed  captures  and  detentions 
innumerable,  and  other  difagree- 
able  confeq«icnces,  though  in  rea- 
lity not  fo  prejudicial  as  .pretend- 
ed ;  on  the  contrary,  fomc  of  thefe 
detentions  have  turned  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  proprietors,  as  the 
goods,  being  fold  in  the  port 
where  they  were  condemned,  have 
frequently  gone  off  at  a  higher 
price  than  they  would  have  done  at 
the  place  of  their  de(bination« 

The  king,  nevcrthelefs,  not  con- 
tented with  thefe  proofs  cf  hi> 
jufliflcation,  which  have  been  ma- 
nifeft  to  all  Europe,  will  this  day 
have  the  glory  of  being  the  firft  to 
give  the  example  of  refpefting  the 
neutral  flag  of  all  the  courts  that 
have  confentcd,  or  (hall  confcnt, 
to  defend  it,  till  his  majefty  finds 
what  part  the  Englifh  navy  takes, 
and  whether  they  will,  together 
with  their  privateers,  keep  witliin 
proper  bounds.  And  to  fliew  to 
all  the  neutral  powers  how  much 
Spain  is  defirous  of  obferving  the 
fame  rules  in  time  of  war  as  (he 
was  directed  bV  whilil  neuter,  his 
majefly  conforms  to  the  other 
points  contained  in  the  declaration 
ofRoffia.  To  be  undcrilood,  ne- 
vcrthelefs, that,  with  regard  to 
the  blockade  of  Gibraltar,  the 
danger  of  entering  fubfifts,  as  de- 
termined by  the  fourth  article  of 
the  faid  declaration.  Thefe  dan- 
gers may,  however,  be  avoided 
by  the  neutral  powers,  if  they  con- 
form to  tliofe  rules  of  precaution 
eftablilh'cd  by  his  majefty's  decla- 
ration of  the  13  th  of  la  ft  March, 
which  has  been  communicated  to 
the  Court  of  Peteriburg  by  his 
minifter. 

Florida  Blanca* 

At  A:'OJ:juez^  l^  April,  1780. 
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P(ciaration  of  tht  King  of  Den- 
mark and  Norway,  to  the  Courts 
^LondoD>  Verfaill^>  andM^i^ 
drid. 

IF  the  ttioft  cxaft  and  perfcft 
neutraHty»  with  the  tnoft  re- 
gular navigation,  and  the  moft 
inviolable  refped  to  treaties,  could 
have  kept  free  the  commerce  of 
the  fubjcds  of  the  King  of  Den- 
mark and  Norway,  from  the  in- 
roads of  the  powers  with  whom 
lie  is  at  peace,  free  and  inde- 
pendent, it  would  not  be  necef- 
Atry  to  take  meafures  to  infure  to 
his  fubjeds  that  liberty  to  which 
they  have  the  mod  incontroverti- 
ble right.  The  Kinc;  of  Denniark 
ha3  always  founded  his  glory^ 
and  his  grandeur;  upon  the  efteem 
and  confidence  of  other  people. 
It  has  been  his  rule,  from  the 
beginning  of  his  reign,  to  tefti fy 
to  all  the  powers,  his  friends,  a 
condu£i  the  mod  capable  of  con- 
vincing them  of  his  pacific  inten- 
tions, and  oif  his  defire  to  contri- 
bute to  the  general  happinefs  of 
Europe.  His  proceedings  have 
always  been  conformable  to  thcfe 
principles,  againil  which  nothing 
Can  be  alledged ;  he  has  not,  till 
'  now,  addrefied  himfblf,  but  to 
the  powers  at  w^>  to  obtain  a 
redrefs  of  his  griefs ;  and  he  has 
bever  wanted  moderation  in  his 
U^mands,  nor  acknowledgments 
when  they  have  received  the  fuc- 
cefs  they  defer ved :  but  the  neu- 
tral navigation  has  been  too  often 
molefled,  and  the  mod  innocent 
commerce  of  his  fubjcds  too 
frequently  troubled  ;  fo  that  the 
king  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  take 
proper  meafures  to  siTure  to  him- 
felf and  his  allies,  the  fafety  of 
«omBierce    and  navigation,    and 


the  maintenance  of  the  infeparable 
rights  of  liberty  and  independence. 
If  the  duties  of  neutrality  are  fa- 
cred,  the  law  of  nations  ha$  alfo 
its  rights  avowed  by  all  impartial 
powers,  eftablifhed  bycuflom,  and 
founded  upon  equity  and  reafon. 
A  nation  independent  and  neuter, 
does  not  loft  by  the  war  of  others 
the  rights  which  (He  had  before 
the  war,  becaufe  peace  exifls  be- 
tween hCr  and  all  the  belligerent ' 
powers.  Without  receiving  or 
being  obliged  to  follow  the  laws 
of  either  df  them,  (he  is  allowed 
tb  follow,  in  all  places  (contra- 
band excepted)  the  traffic  which 
fhe  would  have  a  right  to  do,  if 
peace  exiAed  with  all  Europe,  as 
It  exifls  with  her*  The  king  pre- 
tends to  nothing  beyond  what  the 
neutrality  allows  him.  This  is 
his  rule,  and  that  of  his  people  ; 
and  the  king  cannot  accord  to  the 
principle,  that  a  power  at  war  has 
a  right  to  interrupt  the  commerce 
of  his  fubjedls^  He  thinks  it  due 
to  himfelf,  and  his  fubje^s,  faith- 
ful obfervers  of  thefe  rules,  and 
to  the  powers  at  war  themfelves, 
to  declare  to  thefm  the  following 
principles,  which  he  has  always 
held,  and  which  he  will  always 
avow  and  maintain,  in  concert 
with  the  Emprcfs  of  all  the  Rufllas, 
whofe  fentiments  he  finds  entirely 
conformable  with  his  own.. 

I.  That  neutral  veiTcls  have  i 
right  to  navigate  Freely  from  port 
to  port,  even  on  the  coaits  of  the 
powers  at  war. 

II.  that  the  tffc^^  of  the  fub- 
jedls  of  the  powers  at  war  (hall  be 
free  in  neutral  vefTcIs,  except  fuch 
as  are  deemed  contraband. 

III.  That  nothing  is  to  be  un- 
derilood  under  the  denomination! 
of  contraband,   th^c  is  not  ex- 
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prefsly  mentioned  as  fuch  in  the 
third  article  of  his  treaty  of  com- 
nicrcc  with  Great  Britain,  in  the 
Vear  167b,  and  the  26th  ahd  27th 
articles  of  his  treaty  of  commerce 
Vith  France,  in  the  year  1742; 
and  the  king  Will  equally  main- 
tain thefe  roles  with  thofe  powers 
with  whom  Ke  has  no  treaty. 

IV.  That  he  will  look  upon 
is  a  fort  blocked  Up,  into  which 
no  veflel  can  enter  without  evi- 
dent danger,  on  account  of  veffels ' 
tof  war  Rationed  there,  which  form 
an  effectual  blockade; 

V.  That  thefe  prhiciplei  ferve 
for  rules  iti  firocedbre,  and  that 
jufiice  (hall  be  expeditioufly  ren- 
dered, after  the  rules  of  the  fea; 
tonformably  to  treaty  and  ufagc 
received. 

VI.  His  inajefty  docs  not  heii- 
tate  to  declare,  that  he  will  main- 
tain thefe  principles  with  the  ho- 
jioar  of  hiS  flag,  and  the  liberty 
and  independence  of  the  com- 
merce and  ftavigatioh  of  his 
fubjedls;  and  that  it  Is  for  thi^ 
purpofc  he  has  armed  a  part  of 
his  navy,  although  he  is  dbiirous 
to  pre  ferve,  with  all  the  powers 
at  war^  not  only  a  good  under^ 
ftandihg,  but  all  the  friendfhip 
^'hich  the  neutrality  can  admit  of. 
The  kin^  Will  never  recede  from 
thefe  principles,  unlcfs  he  i^ 
forced  tb  it :  he  knows  the  duties 
and  the  obligations,  he  refpedls 
them  a^  he  does  his  treaties,  and 
dcfires  no  other  than  to  maintain 
them.  His  majefty  is  perfuaded, 
that  the  belligerent  powers  will 
acknowledge  the  jullice  of  his  mo- 
tives ;  that  they  will  be  as  averfe  as 
himfelftodoingany  thing  that  may 
opprc^  the  liberties  of  mankind, 
and  that  tHev  will  give  their  or- 
ders to    thetr  admii-alty  and   tb 
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their  officers,  conformably  to  the 
principles   above  ri?cited,    which 
tend  td  the  general  happinefs  and 
intercft  of  all  Europe. 
Copethagen^  JulyZ,  1780, 


Diciaraiion  •/  tbi  King  of  Sweden 
to  tbe/ame  Court/. 

EVER  fincc  the  beginniiigof 
the  prefent  war,  the  king 
has  taken  particdlar  care  to  mani- 
fefl  his  intentions  to  all  Europe; 
He  impofed  unto  himfelf  the  law 
of  a  perfedl  heutrality;  he  ful- 
filled all  the  duties  thereof  with 
the  mod  fcrUpulous  exadlitude; 
and  in  confequence  thereof,  he 
thought  himfelf  entitled  to  all 
the  ^Prerogatives  naturally  apper- 
taining to  the  qualification  of  ^ 
fovereign  perfcftly  neuter.  But 
notwithllanding  this,  his  commer- 
dal  ftibjedts  have  been  obliged  to 
claim  his  proteflioh,  and  his  ma- 
jelly  has  found  himfelf  under  the 
necelfity  to  grant  it  to  them. 

To  effcdl  this,  the  king  ordered 
laft  year  a  .certain  number  of  mea 
of  war  to  be  fitted  out.  He  em- 
ployed a  part  thereof  on  the  coafls 
of  his  kingdom,  and  the  reft 
fervcfd  as  convoys  foi:  the  Swedifh 
merchant  fhips  in  the  diflelrent  feas 
which  the  commerce  of  his  fub- 
jefts  required  them  to  navigate. 
He  acquainted  the  feveral  belli^ 
gerent  powers  with  thefe  mea- 
lures,  arid  was  preparing  to  con- 
tinue the  fame  during  the  courfe 
of  this  year,  !^hen  other  courts, 
who  had  likewife  adopted  a  per-* 
fe£l  neutrality,  communicated 
their  fentiments  unto  him,  which 
the  King  found  entirely  conform- 
able to  his  own,  and  tending  to 
the  fame  objedl. 
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The  Emprefs  of  Ruflla  caufed 
a  declaration  to  be  delivered  to 
the  Cou'rls  of  London,  Vfirfailles, 
and  Madrid,  in  which  (he  acquaint- 
ed them  of  Her  refolution  to  pro- 
ted  the  commerce  of  her  fubjcfts,. 
and  to  defend  the  untverfal  rights 
and  prerogatives  of  neutral '  na- 
tions. This  declaration  was  found- 
ed upon  fuch^  juft  principles  of  the 
law  of  nations  and  the  fubfifting 
treaties,  that  it  was  impoflible  tb 
call  thiem  into  queftion.  The 
king  found  them  entirely  con- 
cordant with  his  own  caufe,  and 
with  the  treaty  concluded^  in  the 
year  1666,  between'  Sweden  %nd 
France ;  and  his  majefty  could 
not  forbear  to  acknowledge  and 
to  adopt  the  fame  prnciples,  not 
only  with  regard  to  thofe  powers, 
with  whom  the  faid  treaties  are  in 
force,  but  alfo  with  regard  to  fuch 
others  as  are  already  engaged  in 
the  pre  Tent  war,  or  may  be  in- 
volved therein  hereafter,  and  with 
whom  the  king  has  no  treaties  to 
reclaim. ,  It  is  the  univerfal  law, 
and  when  there  are  no  particu- 
lar engagements  cxiiling,  it  be- 
comes obligatory  upon  aliena- 
tions. 

in  confequence  thereof,,  the  king 
declares  hereby  agaia*,  "  That  he 
will  obfcrve  the  fame  neutrality, 
and  with  the  fame  exaftitude  as 
he  has  hitherto  done.  He  will 
enjo^n  all  his  fubjedls,  under  ri- 
gorous pains,  not  to  acl  in  any 
manner  whatever  contrary  to  the 
duties  whicli  a  ttrid.  neutrality 
impofes  unto  them ;  but  he  w^li 
cffeclually  protect  their  lawful 
commerce,  by  all  pofTible  means^ 
whenever  they  carry  on  the  (amc, 
conformably  to  the  principles  here 
above  mentioned*. 


Explanation  nvhich  the  Cottrt  cf 
Sweden  has  demanded,  relative 
to  the  Propo/ql  nvhich  the  Court 
of  Rufiia  has  made  for  the  reci- 
procal ProteSiion  and  Navigation 
of  their  Suhjeds, 


H' 


_i   a    reciprocal     protedion 

and  mutual  aiTiftance  ^11  be 
gxvcii. 

II.  Whether  each  particular 
power  fhall  be  obliged  to  protecl 
the  general  commerce  of  the 
whole,  or  if  in  the  mean  time  it 
may  employ  a  part  of  its  arma- 
ment in  the  protedion  of  its  own 
particular  commerce, 

lir.  If  feveralof  thefecorabinei 
fquadrons  Ihould  meet,  or,  for  ex- 
ample, one  or  more  of  therr  vcf- 
fels,  what  fhall  be  the  rule  cf 
their  condudl  towards  each  other, 
and  how  far  (liall  the  neutral  pro- 
teftion  extend. 

IV.  It  feems  efientia!  to  agree 
upon. the  manner  in  which  repre- 
fentations  Ihall  be  made  to  the 
powers  at  war,  if,  notwith Hand- 
ing our  meafures,  their  fhips  of 
war,  or  armed  veflcis,  Ihould  con- 
tinue to  interrupt  pur  commerce 
in  any  manner*  Muft  thef«r  re- 
monflranccs  be  made  Ln  the  gene- 
ral name  of  the  united  powers,  or 
fhall  each  particular  power  plead 
its  own  caufe  only* 

V.  Laftly,  it  appears  e/Tentially 
neccflary  to  provide  againll  this 
poflibic  event,  where  one  of  the 
united  powers  feeing  itfclf  driven 
to  extremities  again il  any  of  t'lC" 
powers  actually  at  war,  fhould 
claim  the  alfiltance  of  the  allies  in 
this  convention  to^do  her  juftice  ; 
in  what  manner  can  this  \^  bed 
concerted  r    A  circurhftance  which 

equally 
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Ibqually  requires  a  ftipulation,  that 
the  repriialb  in  that  cafe  ihall  not 
be  at  the  will  of  fuch  party  injur- 
ed, but  that  the  common  voice 
ihall  decide:  otherwirc  an  indi- 
vidual power  might  at  its  pleafare 
draw  the,  reft  againft  their  incli- 
nations and  interelis  into  difagree- 
able  extremities^  or  break  the 
whole  league^  and  reduce  matters 
into  their  original  ftate^  which 
would  render  the  whole  ffuitlefs 
and  of  no  e£edt« 

Arrj'wer  pf  the  Court  ^  Ruffia, 

I.  A  S  to  the  manner  in  which 
-'^  prdtedion  and  mutual  af- 
fidance  ihall  be  granted^  it  mail 
be  fettled  by  a  formal  convention^ 
to  which  all  the  neutral  powers 
will*  be  invited,  the  principal  end 
of  whifeh  is,  to  infure  a  free  na- 
vigation to  the  merchant  (hips 
of  all  nations.  V/henever  fuch 
Veiiel  ihall  have  proved  from  its 
papers  that  it  carries  no  contra- 
band goods,  the  protcdlion  of  a 
fquadroHj  or  vefl'els  of  war,  (hall 
Jbe  granted  her,  under  whofe  care 
ihe  ihall  put  herfelf,  and  which 
ihall  prevent  her  being  interrupt* 
cd.    From  hence  it  follows  : 

II.  That  each  power  mull  con- 
cur in.  the.  general  fecurity  of 
commerce.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  better  to  accompliih  this  ob- 
jedt,  it  will  be  necclTary  to  feitle, 
by  means  of  a  feparate  article^ 
the  places  and  diHances  v»hich 
may  be  judged  proper  for  the  ila- 
tion  of  each  power.  From  that 
method  will  arife  this  advantage, 
that  all  the  fq uadrons  of  the  allies 
uill  form  a  kind  of  chain,  x.uJ  be 
able  to  ailiil  each  other  ;  tlif?  par- 
ticular arrangement  to  be  confined 
ooly  to  the  knowledge  of  the  al- 


isBS 


lies,  though  the  convention  in  all 
other  points,  will  be  communica- 
ted to  the  powers  at  war,  accom* 
panied  with  all  the  proteilations 
of  a  itridl  neutrality* 

III;  It  is  undoubtedly  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  perfed  equality,  which 
muft  regulate  this  point*  W^ 
ihall  follow  the  common  modp 
with  regard  to  fafety.  In  cafe 
the  fquadrons  fhould  meet  and 
engage,  the  commanders  will  conr 
form  to  the  ufages  of  the  fea^fer* 
vice,  becauic,  as  is  obferved 
above^  the  reciprocal  protedlion, 
unde^thefe  conditions,  ihould  be 
unlffiRted* 

IV^  It  feems  expedient  that  the 
reprefentations  mentioned  iii  this 
article  be  made  by  the  party  ag- 
grieved ;  and  that  the  miniflers  of 
the  other  confederate  powers  fup- 
port.  thofe  remonilrances  in  the 
moil  forcible'  and  eihcacious  man- 
neri 

V.  We  feel  all  the  importance 
of  this  coniideration  ;  and,  to  ren- 
der it  clear,  it  is  neceilary  to  diflin- 
guilh  the  cafe* 

If  any  one  of  the  allied  powers 
ihould  fufler  itfelf  to  be  drawn  ia 
by  motives  contrary  to  the  eila- 
bliihed  principles  of  a  neutrality 
and  perfect  impartiality,  ihould 
injure  its  laws,  or  extend  their 
bounds,  it  cannot  certainly  be  ex- 
pe<^cd  that  the  others  ihould 
cfponfe  the  quarrel  |  on  the  con* 
traryi  fuch  a  condufl  would  ht 
deemed  an  abandoning  the  ties 
which  unite  them.  But  if  the  in- 
fult  offered  to  one  of  the  allies 
ihould  be  hoftile  to  the  principles 
adopted  and  announced  in  the 
face  of  all  Europe,  or  ihould  be 
marked  with  the  charafter  of  ha* 
tred  and  animoiity,  infpired  by 
rcfentment,    thcfc  common   mea- 
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out  of  Mr,  Laarens'i  Trunk, 


fores  bf  the  confederacy,  which 
have  no  other  tendency  than  to 
make,  in  a  precifc  and  irrevocable 
manner,  laws  for  the  liberty  of 
commerce,  and  the  rights  of  every 
neutral  nation,  then  it  fiiall  be 
iield  indifpen fable  for  the  united 
powers  to  make  a  common  caufe 
of  it  (at  fca  only)  without  its 
being  a  ground- work  for  other 
operations,  as  thefe  connexions 
arc  purely  maritime,  having  no 
other  objed  than  naval  commerce 
and  navigation. 

From  all  that  is  faid  above,  it 
evidently  rcfults,  that  the  com- 
mon will  of  all,  founded  upon 
the  principles  admitt^  and  adopt- 
'Cd  hy  the  contradting  parties,  mud 
"ttlone  decide,  and  that  it  will  al- 
ways be  thie  fixed  bafis  of  the  con- 
du6l  and  opek-ations  of  this  union. 
Finally,  we  fhall  obferve,  that 
thefe  conventions  fuppofe  no  other 
-naval  armament  than  what  fhall 
be  conformable  to  eircumftances, 
•according  as  thofe  fhall  render 
them  neceflaryj  or  as  may  be 
■agreed.  It  is  probable  that 
tliis  agreement,  once  ratified  and 
ellabliflied,  will  be  of  the  greateil 
confequcpce;  and  that  the  belli- 
gerent powers  will  find  in  it  fuffi- 
cient  motives  to  perfutidc  them  to 
refpcdl  the  neutfal  flag,  and  pre- 
vent their  provoking  the  refcnt- 
mcnt  of  a  refpedable  communion, 
•founded  under  the  aufpiccs  of  the 
tnoft  evident  jufticei  and  the  foJe 
idea  of  which  is  received  with  the 
uni\'erfal  applaufe  of  alj  impartial 
iCurope. 


Paters  tvhich  lutte  tommunicaUd 
by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  Ij  exprefs 
Orders  from  the  King  his  Mafter, 
to  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Prince 
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THE  following  are  the  out- 
lines of  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce, which,  agreeably  to  the 
orders  and  inftructions  of  Mr. 
Engclbert  Francis  Van  Bcrkel,' 
Counfcllor  and  Penfionary  of  the 
city  of  Amfterdara,  direfted  to 
me,  John  dc  Ncufville,  citizen  of 
the  faid  city  of  Amfterdam,  I  have 
examined,  weighed,  and  regu- 
lated with  William  Lee,  Efq; 
commiffioncr  from  the  Congrefi, 
as  a  treaty  of  commerce,  deflined 
to  be  or  as  might  be  concluded 
hereafter,  between  their  High 
Mightineffes  the  States-General 
of  the  Seven  United  Provinces  of 
Holland,  and  the  United  States 
of  North  America. 

Done  at  Aix-la-Chapelle^  the 
4th  bf  September,  1778. 

Signed,  John  de  Neufville, 

1  hereby  certify  that  the  above 
is  a  true  copy. 

Signed,  Samuel  W.Stokton. 

No.  I.  Treaty  of jfmity  and  Commerce 
hefween  the  Republic  of  Holland 
and  the  United  States  o/*  Ame- 
rica. 

'TpHE  preamble  r^citesr,  that 
-*  the  faid  contracting  ftate* 
of  Holland  and  America,  wifhing 
to  eftabliOi  a  treaty  of  commerce^ 
have  refolved  to  fi)^  it  on  the  bafis 
of  a  perfedt  equality,  and  the  re^ 
ciprocal  trtility  arifing  froin  the 
equitable  laws  of  a  free  trade; 
pfovided  thatt  the'  contracting  par- 
ties iliall  be  at  liberty  to  admit, 
as  they  think  good,  othef  nations 
t6  partake  of  the  advantages  ari- 
fing from  the  faid  trade.     A^uat- 
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ed  by  the  above  equitable  princi- 
ples, the  fore  men  tioDed  contract" 
mg  parties  have  agreed  on  the 
following  articles: 

An.  I.  There  fhall  be  a  perma- 
nent, unalterable,  and  univerfal 
peace  and  amitv,  eflablilhed  be- 
tween their  High  Mightinefles  of 
the  Seven  Provincesofnolland,and 
the  United  States  of  North  Ameri- 
ca; as  wjellas  between  their  refpcc- 
tive  fubjefls,  iflands,  towns  and 
territories,  fituaie  under  the  jurif- 
diiflion  of  the  refpedive  ftates 
above  mentioned,  and  their  inha- 
bitants, without  any  diifcin£lion 
whatfocver  of  perfons  or  {cxts, 

II.  The  fubjcfU  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  Holland  fhall  be  lia- 
ble only  to  fuch  duties  as  are  paid 
by  the  natives  and  inhabitants  of 
North  America,  in  all  the  coun- 
tries, ports,  iilands,  and  towns 
belonging  to  the  faid  flates;  and 
fhall  enjoy  the  rights,  liberties, 
privileges,  immunities  and  ex- 
emptions in  their  trade  and  navi- 
gation, common  to  the  faid  na- 
tives and  inhabitants,  when  the 
Tubjeds  of  Ho] land  fhall  have  ocr 
calion  to  pafs  from  one  American 
Hate  to  another,  as  well  as  when 
bound  from  thence  to  any  part  of 
the  world. 

III.  The  privileges,  &c.  granted 
by  the  foregoing  article  to  the 
States  of  Holland,  are,  by  the 
prefent,  confirmed  to  the  iohabi- 
tants  of  North  America. 

IV.  The  refpediye  fubjefts  of 
the  contra^ng  parties,  as  well  as 
tlie  inhabitants  of  the  countries, 
iflands,  or  towns  belonging  to  the 
iaid  parties,  f}iall  be  at  liberty, 
wirhout  producing  a  written  per- 
mifTion,  private  or  public  pafs, 
to  travel  oy  land  or  water,  or  iii 
whatever  manner  the^  think  beft* 


through  the  kingdoms,  territories, 
provinces  &c.  or  dominions  what- 
ever, of  either  of  the  confederat- 
ed flates,  to  have  their  free  cgrefs 
and  rcgrefs,  to  remain  in  the  faid 
places,  and  during  the  whole 
time  be  at  liberty  to  purchafe 
every  thing  necefTary  to  their  own 
fubfiilence  and  ufe :  they  fhall  alfo 
be  treated  with  every  mark  of  re- 
ciprocal fricndfhip  and  favour, 
Provided  neverthelefs,  that  in 
every  circumftance  they  demean 
themfelves  in  pcrfcft  conformity 
with  the  laws,  flatutes,  and  or- 
dinances of  thofe  faid  kingdoms, 
towns,  &c.  where  they  may  fo- 
journ  ;  treating  each  other  with 
mutual  friendihip,  and  keeping 
Up  among  themfelves  the  moft  per- 
fect harmony,  by  means  of  a  con- 
flan  t  correfponJcnce. 

V.  The  fubjects  of  the  con  traft  - 
ing  powers,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
all  places  belonging  to  the  faid 
powers,  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  car-* 
ry  their  fhips  and  gocis  (fuch  as 
^re  not  forbidden  hy  the  law  of 
the  refpedlive  flates)  into  all  ports^ 
places,  &c.  belonging  to  the  faid 
powers,  and  to  tarry,  without 
any  limitation  of  time  :  to  hire 
whole  houfes,  or  in  part :  to  buy 
and  purchafe  from  the  raanu- 
fa^urer  or  retailer,  cither  in  the 
public  markets,  fairs,  Sec.  all 
forts  of  goods  and  merchandize 
not  forbidden  by  any  particular 
law ;  to  open  warehoufes  for  the 
fale  of  goods  and  efteds  imported 
from  other  parts:  nor  fhall  they 
bo  at  any  time  forced  againft  their 
cenfent,  to  bring  the  faid  good^ 
and  wares  to  the  markets  and 
fairs ;  provided,  neverthelefs,  that 
they  do  not  difpofe  of  them  by 
retail,  or  elfewhere :  they  fhaH 
not,  however,  be  liable  to  any  tax 
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or  duties,  on  this  or  any  other  ac- 
count, except  thofe  only  which 
are  to  be  paid  for  their  fhips  or 
goods,  according  to  the  laws 
and  cuftoms  of  the  refpefti^e 
ilates,  and  at  the  rate^ftipulated 
by  the  prefent  treaty.  Moreover, 
they  Ihall  be  entirely  at  liberty  to 
depart,  without  the  lead  hin* 
drance,  (this  extends  alfo  to  their 
wives,  children,  and  fuch  fer- 
vants  who  may  be  defirous  to  fol- 
low their  mafter)  and  to  take 
with  them  all  goods  bought  or 
imported  at  any  time;  and  for 
fuch  places  as '  they  may  think 
proper,  by  land,  or  fea,  or  rivers, 
or  lakes  ;  all  privileges,  laws, 
conceflions,  immunities,  &c.  to 
the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

VI.  In  regard  to  religious  wor- 
fliip,  the  moft  unbounded  liberty 
Jhall  be  granted  to  the  fubje£ls  of 
the  faia  confederate  •  ftates,  for 
themfelves  and  families.  They 
ihall  not  be  compelled  to  frequent 
the  churches.  Sec.  but  fhall  have 
full  liberty  to  perform  divine  fer- 
vice,'  after  their  own  manner, 
Mrithout  any  moledation  in  either 
thurch  or  chapel,  or  private 
Koufes  (ufertU  forihus).  It  is 
farther  provided,  that  any  fubjeft 
of  one  of  the  contracting  powers 
dying,  in  any  place  belonging  to 
the  other,  (hall  be  interred  in  de- 
<Jent  and  convenient  places,  al- 
lotted for  that  purpofe,  and,  in 
fine,  that  no  infult  (hall,  at  any 
time,  or  in  any  manner  whatever, 
be  offered  to  the  <lcad  or  interred 
bodies, 

VII.  It  is  farther  agreed  and 
fettled,  that  in  all  duties^  im« 
pofts,  taxes,  &c.  laid  on  goods, 
.perfons,  merchandize,  &c.  of  each 
;?nd  every  fubjeft  of  the  contraft- 
ikig  powers,  under  any  denomioa* 


tion  whatfopver,  the  faid  fubjc£b, 
inhabitants,  &c.  (hall  enjoy  equal 
privileges,  franchifes,  immuniiics, 
either  in    the   courts   of  jufticc, 
and    in   every    matter   of    trade, 
commerce,  or  any  other  cafe,  and 
(hall    be   treated   with   the    fame 
favour    and     diilindion    hitherto 
granted,  or  hereafter  to  be  granted 
to  any  foreign  nation  whatfoever. 
VIII.  Their  High  MightincfTes. 
the  States  General  of  the   Seven 
United   Provinces,    (hall  ufe   the 
moft   efHcacious    means    in    their 
power,  to  proteft   the  (hips   and 
goods    belonging   to   any  of   the 
United   States    of    America,     be 
they   private  or  public  property, 
when  in  the  ports,  roads,  or  feas 
adjoining  the  faidjflands,  &c.  be- 
longing to  their  faid  High  Mighti- 
nefles,  and  to  ufe  all  their  endea- 
vours to  bring  about  a  re(Ktution 
to  be  made  to  the  owners,  or  their 
agents,  of  all   ve(rels  and   goods 
captured    within    their    junfdic- 
tion  ;   and  the  (hips  of  war  be- 
longing  to  their  faid  High  Migh- 
tine(res    (hall    take    under     their 
proteftion,  and  convoy  the  (hips 
belonging  to   the  faid   American 
States,  or  any  of  the  fubjedls  or 
inhabitants  thereof,  following  the 
(ame  courfe,  and  defend  the  (kid 
(hip  as  long  as  they  fail  in  com- 
pany, againft  all  attacks,  xnolence, 
6r  oppre(!ion,  in  like  manner  as 
they  are  in  duty  bound  to  defend 
the  (hips  of  their  High  Mighti- 
ne(res  the  Seven  United^Provinces 
of  Holland. 

IX.  By  this  article,  the  fame 
obligation  is  laid  on  the  Ameri- 
can  States,  in  favour  of  the  (hip- 
ping, &c.  belonging  to  thofc  of 
Holland. 

X.  Their  High  MightineiTcs 
the  States  of  Holland  (ball  inter- 
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pofe,  and  employ  their  good  offi- 
ces in  favour  of  the  faid  Ameri-' 
can  States,  their  fubjedts  and  in- 
habitants, with  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco,  the  Regencies  of  Al- 
giers, Tunis,  ana  Tripoli,  and 
all  along  the  coaft  of  Barbary  and 
Africa,  and  with  the  fubjedls  of 
the  faid  powers,  frat  the  fhips. 
Sec,  of  the  faid s American  States, 
be  as  much  as  pofiible,  and  to  the 
beft  advantage,  protefled  againft 
the  violences,  infults,  depreda- 
tions, &c.  of  the  abovefaid  princes 
and  fubjccts  on'  the  coaH  of  Bar- 
bary and  Africa, 

XL  It  fhail.be  permitted  and 
granted  to  each  ana  every  fubjedl 
and  inhabitant  of  thecontradling 
powers,  to  leave,  bequeath,  or 
difpofe  of,  in  caft  of  ficknefs,  or 
at  their  death,  all  effefts,  goods, 
merchandjfes,  ready  money,  Arc. 
being  th^r  property,  at  or  before 
their  deccafe,  in  any  town,  i'fland, 
&c.  beloiiging  to  the  refpeftive 
contrafting  powers,  in  favour  of 
fuch  perfori  or  perfons,  as  they 
may  think  proper.  Moreover, 
whether  the  diid  fubjedls  fhould 
die  after  having  made  fuch  wills, 
or  intcflate,  their  lawful  heirs,  ex-^ 
ccutors,  or  adminiflraiors,  dwell- 
ing in  any  part  of  the  pofTefRonK 
of  the'  contrading  powers,  or 
aliens  corain^g  from  other  coun- 
tries, (hall  be  at  liberty,  witVout 
hindrance  or  delay,  to  claim,' 
and  take  pofleflion  of,  all  fuch 
goods  aiBrd  cffe^fts,  conformably  to 
the  refpcdlive  laws  of  each  coun- 
try. Nor  fhail  their  right  be  dif- 
puted,  under  pretence  of  any  pre- 
rogative, peculiar  to  any  feparate 
province,  or  perfon  whatfoever. 
Provided,  neverthelefs,  that  the 
claim  to  the  efFedls  of  a  perfon 
who  died  intcftate,  be  fupported 


by  fuch  proofs  as  tjie  laws  of  ei- 
ther of  the  con  trailing"  powers 
have  provided  in  fuch  cafes ;  all 
laws,  flatutes,  edi^ls,  droits  d*jlu^ 
hine,  &c.  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
Itanding. 

XII,  The  efFeds  and  property 
of  the  fubjcSs  of  either  or  the 
con  tracing  powers,  dying  in  any 
town,  ifland,  5:c.  belonging  to 
t)ie  other,  fhall  be  fequeAered  for' 
the  ufe  of  the  lawful  heirs  and 
fuccefTors  of  the  deceafed.  The 
council,  or  public  minifter  of  the 
nation,  to  which  the  perfon  thus 
dying  belonged,  ffialltake  an  in- 
ventory of  all  fuch  goods,  elFedls, 
papers,  writings,  and  books  of  ac-. 
counts  of  the  deceafed.  The  faid, 
i.rrv^qntory  tc/b^  delivered  into  thef 
hands  of  three  merchants  of  known, 
and  approved  integrity^  who  fhall 
be  nominated  for  the  purpbfe  of 
afting  as  trufl'ces  to  "the  heirs,  exe- 
cutoi-s,  &c.'  or  .credit6r$  of  the 
deceafed:  nor  fh^II  any  court  of 
judicature  interfere,  unlefs  the 
faid  heirs,  Scz.  fliould  require  it 
ill  the  due  coutfe  of  law. 

XIJI.  "The  refpeaive  fubjcfts  of 
the  contrafting  parties,  fhall  be  at 
liberty  to  choofe  for  themfelvcs 
ad\'Ofates,  attornips,  notaries,  fo- 
licitors,  and  agents;  to  this  end, 
that  fuch  advocates,  &c.  fhall,  by 
the  judges  of  the  courts  aforefaid, 
be  cslled'in,  if  the  faid  judges 
ftiould,  by  the  parties,  be  requir- 
ed fo  to  do. 

■  XIV,  The  ftierchants,  com- 
manders, or  owners,  of  ihips,  failora 
of  every  denomination,  fhips  01* 
veflels,  eifefts,  and  goods  in  ge- 
neral, belonging  to  either  party, 
or  any  of  its  I'nbjefls  or  inhabit 
tants,  fhall,  at  no  time^  f>r  any 
private  or  public  puirpofe,  by  vir- 
tue of  any  editfl   whatfoever,   hh 
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taken*  or  detained  in  the  coun- 
tries, porta^  iflands,  &c.  belong- 
ing to  either  of  the  con  trading 
parties,  to  be  employed  in  the 
fervicc,  to  forward  military  expe- 
ditions, or  any  other  purpofe; 
sitii  much  lefs  for  the  private  ufe 
of  any  oncj,  by  violence,  or  other 
means  made  ufe  of  to  mpleil  pr 
infult  the  faid  fubiedls.  It  is  far- 
ther iiridUy  forbidden  to  the  faid 
fubjeds,  on  both  ftdes,  not  to  take 
:iway,  violently,  the  property  of 
each  other;  but,  the  confent  of 
the  proprietor  once  obtained,  they 
ihall   be  at  liberty  to  pur^hafe, 

;aying  ready  money  for  the  fame, 
'his  article,  however,  is  not  to 

be    underftood  as    extending    tp 

fuch  cafes,  v/here  the  feizure  ihall 
-  be  made,  or  the  embargo  laid  by 

the    authority  of    tlie    legiflative 

power    for    debts    incurred,     or 

crimes  committed,  which  fliall  be 

tried  by  the  due  courfe  of  law. 
XV.  It  is  farther  provided  and 

agreed,  that  all  merchants^  .com- 
manders of  fhips,  and  other  fub-' 

jefts    belonging    to    thpir    High 

Mightinefles    th^   States    of   the 

Seven  United  Provinces,  fliall  re- 
gulate   their    private    aiFairs    by 

themfelves,  or  by  fuch  agents  as 

they  may  chufe,  in  all  and  every 

place  within  the  jurifdi£lion  of  the 

United  States  of  America :    nor 

ihall  they  be  compelled  to  employ, 

or  pay  any  interpreter  or  broker, 

but  fuch  as  they  think  fit  to  ap- 
point.    Moreover,  in  the  lading, 

pr  unlading  of  (hips,  the  maimers 

ihall  not  be  obliged  to  employ 

perfons  appointed   for  that  pur- 

pofe,    by   public   authority ;    but 

^all  be  at  full  liberty  to  do  it 
.  themfelves,  or  call  in  the  afliflancc 

pf  any  one  they  fliall  chufe,  with- 

f^i  l)fing  liable  to  pay  any  fee  or 


retribution  to  any  bodyelfe.  Nei* 
ther  ihall  they  be  compelled  to 
land  any  particular  merchandize, 
to  put  them  on  board  other  ihips, 
to  take  others  on  board  tht^ir 
own,  without  their  free  confent  ; 
or  to  remain  laden  longer  than 
they  ihall  think  proper.  The 
fubje£ls  and  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  (hall 
fully  enjoy  thp  fame  privileges  in 
all  the  dominions  of  the  States  of 
Holland. 

XVI.  In  cafe  any  difputc  or 
controverfy  fhould  arife  between 
the  mailer  of  a  flup  and  his  crew^ 
belonging  tp  one  pf  the  two  na- 
tions, and  then  in  any  port  within 
the  dominion^  of  thp  other,  con- 
cerning the  payment  of  wages, 
or  any  other  matter  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  civil  la^,  the  ma- 
ciiirate  of  fuch  port,  or  place, 
mall  only  require  the  defendant 
to  aeliver  tp  the  plaintiff,  a  de- 
claration under  his  hand,  and  wit* 
nefTtfd  by  the  faid  magiilrate  ; 
by  which  the  faid  defepdant  ihall 
bind  himfelf  to  appear,  and  an-: 
fwer  the  complaint  laid  againft 
him^  before  a  competent  judge  in 
his  own  country.  This  being  done, 
the  faid  crew  Aiall  not  be  pcrmit- 
tcfi  to  leave  the  ihip,  or  prevent 
the  maAer  from  following  his 
qourie.  The  merchants  of  either 
nation  fl^all  be  author! fed  tp  k^ep 
their  books  in  what  language  and 
planner  they  onay  think  beil,  with- 
out tde  leaft  hindrance  or  moleil- 
ation.  But,  in  cafe  it  ihould  be 
nfecciTary,  in  order  to  fettle  a 
point  of  law,  for  them  to  produce 
their  books,  they  fliall  bring  them 
into  court  for  examination ;  in 
fuch  a  manner,  howeyer,  that  nei- 
ther the  judge,  nor  any  one  elfe^ 
whatibever,  ihall  be  permitted  to 
perufe 
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pernfe  any  article  in  the  faid 
books,  bat  fuch.as  may  be  abfo- 
Jutely  ncccffary  to  afcertain  the 
auilienticity  and  regularity  of  the 
faid  books.  Nor  ihall  any  one, 
under  any  pretence  whatever,  pre* 
fume  to  force  the  faid  books  and 
writings  from  the  owners,  or  de- 
tain them:  cafes  of  bankruptcy 
alone  excepted. 

XVII.  The  fhips  of  cither  na- 
tion,  bound  to  the  refpeftive  ports, 
ifhalj,  upon*  juft  caufe  of  being 
fufpedled,  either  in  regard  to  their 
deftination  or  their  cargoes,  be 
obliged  to  produce,  either  at  fea, 
in  the  roads,  or  ports,  not  only 
their  paffports,  but  alfo  certifi- 
cates, witneffing  that  the  goods 
they  have  on  board  are  not  prohi- 
bited by  the  refpcdUve  laws. 

XVIII.  If,  upon  fuch  certifi- 
cates being  produced,  the  ex- 
amining party  fliould  difcover  that 
feme  of  the  goods  mentioned  in 
the  bills  of  lading  are  prohibited 
l^y  this  treaty,  gr  bound  to  fome 
port  belonging  to  the  enemy ;  in 
fuch  cafe  it  ihall  not  be  lawful  to 
treak  into  any  part  of  the  Ihip, 
or  force  any  trunk,  boxes,  bar- 
rels. Sec.  nor  even  to  difplace  any 
part  of  the  cargoes  (whether  fuch 
ihip  belongs  to  Holland  or  Ame- 
rica) to  come  at  the  faid  goods, 
which  are  not  in  any  ways  to  be 
fearchcd  until  they  are  landed  iq 
prefence  of  fome  officers  of  the 
Admiralty-court,  who  Ihall  enter 
a  verbal  procefs  about  them.  Nor 
ihall  it  be  permitted  to  fell,  ex- 
change, or  adulterate  the  faid 
goods  in  any  wife,  till  the  law 
ihall  have  taken  its  courfe,  and 
the  matter  be  determiaed  by  the 
fcntcnce  of  the  rcfpeftivc.  Admi- 
falty  -  courts,  pronouncing  them 
f^zable :  tl^e  ihip  and  other  ports 


of  the  cargo  not  prohibited  by  the 
treaty,  ihall  not  be  detained,  qd* 
der  the  pretence  of  part  of  the  lad- 
ing being  condemned,  and  mttch 
leis  conlifcated  as  lawful  prizes. 
But,  in  cafe  part  of  the  cargo 
ihould  confiii  of  the  faid  profi- 
bited  goods,  and  the  mailer  of  the 
ihip  ihall  confent  to  deliver  them 
up  immediately,  then  the  captor^ 
having  taken  out  of  the  faid  (hip 
tjie  prohibited  goods,  ihall  permit 
the  mailer  to  continue  his  couHe 
to  the  place  of  his  defli nation  : 
yet,  if  all  the  prohibited  goods 
could  not  be  taken  on  board  the 
captor,  the  latter  ihall,  notwith- 
ilanding  the  mailer's  free  tender' 
of  the  faid  goods,  bring  the  for-- 
mer  into  the  neareft  port,  where 
it  ihall  be  produced  in  manner 
aforefaid. 

XIX.  It  is  agreed  on  the  con^ 
trary,  that  all  ciFedls,  &c.  of  any 
fubjed  of  either  Aate,  found  on 
any  ihip  taken  from  an  enemy, 
fuch  effefts.  Sec.  though  they  be 
not  prohibited  by  any  article  of 
this  treaty,  ihall  be  confidered  as 
lawful  prize,  and  be  difpofed  of 
as  if  they  belonged  to  the  enemy : 
(except  only  in  cafe  the  war  ihould 
not  have  been  proclaimed,  or  not 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  faid  effeds,  &c.) 
which,  in  fuch  cafes  only,  ihall 
not  be  liable  to  be  confifcated, 
but  be  immediately  returned  to 
the  owners  without  any  delay, 
upon  their  making  good  their 
claiin ;  provided,  neverthclefs,  that 
the  faid  goods  are  not  of  the 
kind  which  are  prohibited;  nor 
will  it  be  lawful  to  iliip  them  af- 
terwards, for  any  of  the  enemy's 
ports :  the  two  contrafling  par- 
ties agreeing,  moreover,  that  fix 
^lonths,  from  th^  date  of  a  decla- 
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ration  of  war,  will  be  con  fide  red 
as  a  fufficicnt  notice  to'  the  fub- 
jefts  of  either  State,  whatever 
quarter  of  the  world  they  may 
come  from. 

XX.  In  order  to  provide  farther 
for  the  fafeiy  of  the  fubje^ls  on 
both  fides,  that  neither  of  the 
parties  may  be  annoyed  by  the 
armed  ihips  or  privateers  belong- 
ing to  the  other,  during  the  couHe 
of  a  war,  particular  injunftions 
ihall  be  Laid  upon  the  commanders 
of  ihips  and  privateers,  &c.  &c. 
to  the  refpedlivefubjeds  of  the 
con  trading  powers,  not  to  vex  or 
offer  any  moleftation  to  any  one 
of  them;  and,  in  cafe  of  failure 
lierein,  the  offending  party  fhall 
be  puniihed,  and  compelled  to 
make  good  the  damage,  their  per- 
ibns  and  fortunes  anfwering  for 
the  fame. 

"  XXI.  All  fliips  and  efFeas  re-' 
taken  from  privateers  or  pirates, 
fhall  be  carried  into  fome  of  the 
ports  belonging  to  either  State, 
and  returned  to  the  owners,  upon 
their  giving  fatisfadory  proofs  of 
their  right  to*  the  faid  recap- 
tures. 

XXII.  It  (hail  be  lawful  for  all 
commanders  of  /hips  of  war,  pri- 
vateers, '&c.  to  carrv  olF  freely  all 
Jiips  and  cifefts  taken  from  the 
enemy,  without  being  fubje£l  to 
pa^  arty  duty  ^r  duties  to  the  Ad- 
miralty or  other  courts  ;  nor  fhall 
fuch  prizes  be  liable  to  be  detain- 
ed or  feized  upon  in  any  of  the 
ports  of  the  refpeflive  States  :  the 
fearching  officers  ftiaJl  not  be  per- 
mitted to  viiit  or  fearch  the  faid 
prizes :  the  captors  whereof  will 
he  at  liberty  to  put  back  to  fea« 
atid  convoy  the  prizes  wherever 
tTiey  are  direfted  to  be  carried  ;  as 
iperified  iji  the  orders  given  to 


the  commanders  of  fuch  •fljips, 
privateers,  &c.  which  they  fhall 
be  obliged  to  produce.  But  all 
the  ports  of  both  States  fhall  be 
fhut  againfl  all  prizes  made  on  the 
fubiefts  of  either:  and  in  cafe 
fuch  prizes  and  captors  fhould  be 
driven  to  feme  of  the  faid  ports, 
by  (Irefs  of  weather,  every  means 
fhall  be  employed  to  haflcn  their 
departure. 

XXIII.  In  cafe  any  fhips,  boats, 
&c.  fhould  be  wrecked  or  other- 
wife  damaged  on  the  coafls  of  ei- 
ther of  the  con  trading  States,  all 
aid  and  aiTiftance  fhall  be  given  to 
the  diftrefled  crews,  to  whom  paf- 
Ces  and  free-conduft  fhall  be  grant- 
ed for  their  return  into  their  own 
country. 

XXIV.  If  a  (hip  or  fhips,  either 
of  war,  or  employed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  trading,  by  one  of  the 
States,  fhould,  by  flrefs  of  wea- 
ther, imminent  danger  from  pi- 
rates, enemies,  &c.  be  compelled 
to  take  fhclter  in  any  ports,  ri- 
vers, bays,  &:c.  belonging  to  the 
other,  they  fhall  be  treated  with 
all  humanity,  friendfliip,  and 
moft  cordial  protcdion.  Leave 
fliall  be  granted' them  to  take  in 
provifions  an(i  refrefliments  at  a 
reafonable  rate,  and  to  purchafe 
whatever  th6y  may  Hand  in  need 
of,  either  for  themfelves  or  for 
the  purpofe  of  repairing  the  da- 
mage  they  may  have  fuffered,  and 
alfo  for  the  continuation  of  their 
voyage.  No  obftacle  whatever  fhall 
be  laid  in  their  way  to  flop  or  de- 
tain, them  in  any  of  the  faid  ports. 
Sec*  whence  they  fhall  be  at  liber- 
ty to  fail,  whenever  they  may 
think  fit. 

XXV.  In  order  to  put  com- 
merce in  the  mod  flourifhing  flate, 
it  is  agreed,  that,  in  cafe  a  war 

ihould 
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fliould  at  any  time  break  out  be- 
tween tne  contrafting  parties,  Tix 
months  fhall  hi  allowed  to  the 
refpeftive  fubjefts  for'tliem  to  re- 
tire with  their  families  and  pro- 
pert}',  to  whatever  place  they  may 
judge  proper;  alfo  to  be  at  liber- 
ty, during  the  above  fpace  of 
time,  to  fell  or  otherwife  difpofe 
of  their  goods  and  chattels,  with- 
out the  lead  hindrance  or  molefta- 
tion.  But,  above  all,  it  is  pro- 
vided, that,  the  faid  fubjedts  mall 
not  be  detained,  by  arreftment  or 
feizare.  On  the  contrary,  during 
the  afOrefaid  fix  months,  the  rc- 
ipcAive  States,  and  their  fubje£ls, 
or  inhabitants,'  fhall  have  good 
and  fpeedyjuIUce  done  to  them ; 
fo  that,  ^uring  the  faid  time, 
they  mayrecoVfer  their  goods  and 
cffc'cls,  whether  they  be  ia  the 
public  funds,  or  in  private  hands. 
And  if  ahy  part  thereof  fhonld 
Happen  to  be  embezzled,  or  that 
any  infult  or  wrong  (hould  have 
been  offered  to  the  fubjeds.  Sec, 
of  either  State,  the  offending 
party  fhall  give  the  immediate  and 
convenient  fatisfaftjon'  for  fuch 
embezzlement,  vvKorig,  or  infult. 

XXVI.  The  fubjcfts,  &c'  of 
cither  State  fhall  abftain  from  re- 
quiring or  accepting  any  com- 
mifHons'  or  letters  of  marque  from 
any  power  then  at  war  with  either 
of  faid  States,  fo  aJs  to  command 
armed  fhlps  agalnfl  either,  and  to 
their  detriment;  and  if  any  indi- 
vidual, belonging  t6  either,  fhould 
fail  herein,  he  fhall  be  dealt  witii 
as  being  guilty  of  piracy, 

XX VII.  It  fhall  not  be  lawful 
for  any  privateer,  not  belonging 
to  cither  of  the  con  trailing  par- 
ties, which  might  be  furnilhed 
with  conimiffions,   or    letters   of 


marque  from  any  power,  in  ac-. 
lual  enmity  with  either  of 'thcni, 
to  fit  out  their  fhips  in  any  port 
belonging  to  the  faid  States, 
therein  fell  theit  prizes,  or  make 
in  any  wife  an  exchange  of  their 
(kid  fhips,  merchandize,  goods, 
or  effedls,  being  the  whole  or  part 
of  the  cargo  contained'  in  the 
aforefaid  captures.  Nor  fhall  the 
faid  commanders  be  permitted  to 
take  in  provifions,  but  jufl  as 
much  as  will  enable  them  to  reath 
a  port,  nearell  to  the  dominion 
of  their  employers. 
•  tXVin.  Subjc-as  and  inhabi- 
tants of  both  the  cohtraftihg  par- 
ties fhall  be  at  liberty  to  navigate 
their  fhips  (without  any  dillinc- 
tlon  of  owners,  to  whom  the  car- 
go or  cargoes  may  belong)'  from 
all  ports  whatever  belonging  to 
the  powcri,  that  then  are,  or  af- 
terwards may  be  in  amity  with 
either  of'  the  aforementioned 
States;  as  alfo  to  trade  in  their 
way  to  <5r  from  fuch  places,  ports, 
and  towns  belonging  to  the  ene- 
mies'of  either  party,  whether  the 
faid  place  be  within  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  one  or  more  powers.  It 
is  alfo  hereby  flipulatcd,  Ihat  the 
freedom  of  fhipping  will  be  ex- 
tenccj'  to  the  cargoes^  belonging 
to' the  i-efpedlive  ftibjetuls  or  inha- 
bitants of  the  faid  States,  though 
the  whole,  or  part  of  the  faid 
cargo  Ihould  be  the  enemy's  pro- 
perty. This  privilege  is  alfo  to 
be  conflrufled  as  extending  to  all 
perfons  whatever,  on  board  the 
faid  Ihips  (the  military  in  the  ene- 
my's fervice  only  excepted)  aS 
well  as  contraband  goods, 

XXIX.  This  article  contains  a 

large  enumeration  of  the    goods 

prohibited  to  be  carried   to  the 

enemy* 
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enemy,  which  comprehends  all 
manner  of  warlike  ftores.  It  gives 
alfo  an  account  of  facb  goods  as 
may  be  la>^'fuUy  €;xported,  name- 
ly cloathing  and  other  manufac- 
tured goods  of  wool,  cloth,  filks, 
&c.  &c,  the  matters  employed  in 
manufacturing  the  fame  ;  gold 
and  filver  either  coined  or  in  bul- 
lion, all  forts  of  metals,  corn,  and 
feeds,  fpices,  tobacco,  mcat^  fait 
or  fmoaked,  and  every  kind  of 
eatables ;  in  fine,  fhip  timber, 
feiU,  canvas,  and  every  effcdt 
whatever  not  fafhioned  in  the 
iliape  of  any  tool  or  warlike  ih- 
ftrument  ufually  employed  in  war, 
either  by  fea  or  land :  all  the  afore- 
faid  goods  ai^d  wares,  fhall  at  no 
time  be  looked  upon  as  contra- 
band, an^  may  be  carried  by  the 
fubjedls  and  inhabitants  of  the 
confederate  States,  even  to  places 
belonging  to  the  enemy  then  at 
War  with  either  party,  excepting 
only  fuch  towns  and  places,  which 
ipight  happen  to  be  befieged,  fur- 
xounded  or  blocked  up  at  the  time 
of  fhipping  off,  for  their  ufe,  the 
fajd  wares  and  goods. 

XXX.  In  order  to  prevent  all 
di^enfion  and  difficulty  which 
might  arife  between  the  fubjcds 
of  either  State,  in  cafe  one  of 
them  fhould  go  to  war  with  fome 
other  power  or  powers,  the  fhip- 
ping,  &c.  belonging  to  the  other 
party,  fhall  be  provided  with  let- 
ters or  pafTes,  fpecifying  the  name, 
cargo,  and  burthen  of  the  Ihip, 
together  with  the  captain  or 
mailer's  name,  and  the  place  of 
Bis  refidencc :  that  thus  it  may  ap- 
pear that  the  fhip,  &c.  belongs 
truly  to  the  faid  fubjecls  and  in- 
habitants. The  faid  pafs  to  be 
worded  as  iliall  be  mentioned  a^ 
the  end  of  this  prefent  treaty. 


Thefe  letters,  or  pafles,  fliall  be 
renewed  every  year,  if  the  bearers 
ihould  retttrn  to  the  fame  port 
within  that  time.  It  is  farther 
agreed,  that  befides  the  aforcfaid 
pa/Tes  certificates  fhall  be  given, 
mentioning  every  part  of  the  car-, 
goes,  the  refpe^ive  places  from 
^nd  to  which  fuch  fhips  may  be 
bo.und.  The  faid  certificates  to 
be  drawn  up  in  the  ufual  form» 
before  the  officers  of  the  place 
from  whence  the  faid  (hips  are  to 
fail ;  and  the  faid  officers  fhall  be 
at  liberty  to  mention,  by  name, 
if  they  think  it  expedient,  the 
owners  of  the  cargo  or  cargoes. 

XXXI.  The  commanders  or 
ownerb  of  fhips  belonging  to  the 
contrading  parties,  entering  into 
any  of  the  roads  of  cither  of  the 
faid  States,  who  may  not  think 
proper  to  enter  into  port;  or» 
when  entered,  will  not  chufe  to 
unload  either  the  whole  or  part  of 
their  cargo,  fhall  not  be  compelled 
to  declare  in  what  it  confifls,  un- 
lefs  a  weir  grounded  fufpiciozx 
fhould  arife,  on  fome  evident  cir- 
cumftances,  of  their  being  laden 
for  the  enemy,  or  carrying  from 
one  of  the  confederate  States,  tQ 
the  other,  any  prohibited  goods  ; 
in  which  cafe,  fucl^  commanders, 
owners,  or  inhabitants,  fhall  be 
obliged  to  fhe^y  their  pafTports  and 
certificates,  dravrn  up  in  the  man^ 
ner  hereafter  mentioned. 

XXXII.  When  the  fhips,  be- 
longing to  either  State,  failing 
coauways,  or  ptherwifc^  fhall  be 
met  by  the  fhips  of  war,  priva- 
teers, &c.  pf  the  oih?r  party,  in 
order  to  prevent*  mifchiff,  the  lat- 
ter fhall  keep  oyt  of  the  reach  of 
the  guns,  though  it  will  be  law- 
ful tor  them  to  fend  their  boats  to 
l)oard  the  above  faid  merchantmen^ 
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»ot  fuffering  above  two  or  three 
men  at  a  time  to  get  on  board  to 
them.  The  mafter,  or  commander 
of  the  faid  fhips,  (hall  prcfent  his 
paffports,  conformably  to  the  te- 
nor hereafter  recited.  After  which, 
the  faid  {hip, '  or  merchantman, 
(hall  be  at  full  liberty  to  continue 
its  voyage,  without  being  fcarch- 
cd,  chacedy  or  obliged  to  alter 
its  coarfe,  or  othcrwife  moleHed, 
nnder  any  pretence  whatfocver. 

XXXIII.  It  is  farther  agreed, 
that  all  goods  anjd  efFefts  what- 
ever, being  once  put  on  board  of 
a  (hip,  or  fhips,  belonging  to 
cither  of  the  con  trading  parties, 
(h.ill  not  be  liable  to  a  fecond 
vifit,  or  fcarch,  after  having  un- 
dergone that  which  muft  precede 
the  lading  of  fuch  Ihips ;  as  all 
prohibited*  goods  mud  "be  flopped 
on  the  very  fpot,  before  they  are 
fufTered  to  be  carried  on  board  the 
(hips  belonging  to  either  party; 
the  fame  not  being  liable  to  any 
other  kind  of  embargo  for  the 
aforefaid  caufe.  And  the  fubjetls 
of  cither  (late,  where  fuch  cffefts 
fhall^  or  (hould  have  been  feized 
upon,  (hall  be  puni(hed  for  im- 
porting the  fame,  according  to  the 
manner  provided  by  the  laws, 
cufloms,  and  ordinances  of  his 
own  native  country. 

XXXIV.  The  cgntraaing  par- 
ties mutually  agree,  that  they 
(hall  be  at  liberty  to  have  their 
refpcdivc  confuls,  vice  -  confuls, 
commiiTaries,  and  other  agents, 
appointed  by»  and  for  each  party. 
Their  fundions  and  ofEcers  fhall 
be  regulated  by  a  particular  con- 
Vention,  whenever  either  of  the 
con  trading  powers  (hall  think  pro- 
per to  appoint  fach  officers. 

Here  follows  the  form  of  the 
j>aAport  and  certificate,    QiC  in- 


tention and  purport  of  which, 
are  fufficiently  explained  in  the 
XXXth  article  of  this  treaty. 

No.  II.  Copy  of  a  Letter  to  his  Ex- 
cellency B.  Franklin,  Efq,  ai 
Paris. 

Sir, 

A  S  your  Excellency  and  the 
•^^  Right  Honourable  Congrefs 
will  certainly  be  already  com- 
pletely informed  of  my  interview, 
at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  with  Mr^ 
William  Lee,  about  a  twelve- 
month ago,  in  the  prefence  of 
Mr.  William  Stokton ;  and  as  he 
is  (hortly  t6  arrive  himfelf,  I  have 
made  no  difficulty,  and  it  gives  me 
even  much  fatisfaftion,  to  expofe 
unto  him  fome  triAing  alterations, 
of  no  great  confequence,  which 
are  thought  necefTary  to  be  made 
in  the  plan  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce, which  is  now  to  be  looked 
over  afrelli- 

The  differences  confift  only  m 
fuppreffing,  in  the  Jixtb  article^ 
all  that  is  mentioned  there  con- 
cerning religion  I  and,  in  fa^,  it 
is  abfolutcly  not  proper,'  that  any 
mention  thereof  fhould  be  m^dd^ 
between  t-jjo  republics,  the  confli- 
tutions  and  fundamental  laws  of 
which  plead  aloud  for  a  pcrfedl 
liberty  of  confcience. 

The  tenth  article,  concerning 
ihc  Barbarian  powers,  is  binding 
on  both  (ides,  in  cafe  the  fame 
(hould  take  place  any  time  here- 
after. 

The  other  fuppreffions  which 
are  thought  fteccitary  in  the  ar- 
ticles VIII,  XXII,  and  XXVIf, 
arc  for  the  greatell  part  cftablifhed 
to  prevent  objeftions.  For  this 
reafon,  the  latter  part  of  the  tightb 
article  has  been  utpprefTcd,  where 
it  is  faid,  and  their  Jhips  o/nvar. 
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$r,   ccn'V'js,   /ailing  *un(^€r    autho- 
rity, \^c. 

It  has  likewife  been  thought 
proper  to  fupprcfs  the  latter  part 
of  the  XXlld  article,  which  begins 
with  thefe  words,  on  the  contrary^ 
no  afyhutn  or  refuge  Jhall  be  grant- 
#^,  l^c. 

The  XXVIIth  article  at  pre.- 
fent  ftancis  thus;  It  Jhall  not  he 
la'J^fui  for  any  priiiatecrt  holding 
any  ccmmijjhns  or  letters  of  marque^ 
from  any  prince  or  p'o'wcr,  in  ^ujar 
ivith  any  of  the  high'  contracting 
parties,  to  Jit  cut  their  ft^ips  in  the 
ports  helongiyig  to  cither  of  the  con- 
traSing  parties,  nor  therein  to  Jell 
their  prices,  nor  to  exchange  in  any 
ether  manner  ^-whatever,  the  Jl^ips, , 
goods,  and  merchandises,  being  ei- 
ther the  'Z'.hclr,  or  part  cf  the  cargo, 
contained  in  the  Jaid  captures » 

Thcfe  are  the  meafures  that  have 
been  taken  to  ellablifh  the  bafis  of 
this  treaty  ;  and  from  a  particular 
regard  for  the  right  honourable 
corigrefs,  having  by  us  a^copyof 
the  treaty,  luch  as  it  was  drawn  up 
at  firll,  and  iuch  as  it  fcands  at 
^Tcfcnt,  we  thought  it  our  duty 
to  inform  your  E.\cellcncy  of  the 
itate  in  which  this  inipoitant  affair  . 
is  at  f  rcfcnt,  and  which  wc  ftiail 
always  be  ready  to  forward  with 
the  fame  zeal  with  which  it  has 
been  begun. 

Mr.  Stokton  will  likewife  in- 
form your  Excellency  of  {crr.c 
Other  affairs,  which  ttand  in  need 
of  Tome  explanations. 

Wilhini^  that  the  union  of  the 
7^*enty  States  may  loon  be  cilr.b- 
liflied  wyon  a  periiuincnt  fooling, 
we  remain,  with  the  moll  ^eifccl 
confide  rat  ion  r.^^d  e  lie  cm, 
Vou'- Excciiency's 
moll  iiumi  Ic  and 
>    mult  obedient  fervants, 
'John  de  Nkufvillf.  and  Sox. 
AmJlerdam,  'july  28,  1779» 


P.  S.  Mr.  Stokton  will  be  fo 
kind,  and  he  is  very  well  informed  j 
to  give  your  Excellency  and  the 
right  honourable  Congrefs  ^11  the 
ipforraation  neccfl'ary  with  regard 
to  the  plan  propofed  by  Colonel 
Dircks. 

No.  III.  A  Letter  from  Mr.  J.  W. 

,  Stokton,  to  the  Re^,  Dr.  Wi- 
therfpoon.  Member  of  Congrefs t 
dated   Amiierdaal,    April    14^ 

Sir, 
T  J  N  D  E  R  the  pcrfuafion  that 
^^  you  would  not  be  difpleafed 
with  me,  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  writing  fever«il  letters  to  you, 
fince  the  month  of  May  laft,  hav- 
ing, fince  that  time,  at  the  requi- 
fition  of  W.  Lee,  Efq.  executed 
tiie  fundlions  of  fccretary  to  the 
American  commifTion,  at  the  courts 
of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  and  I  am 
at  prefcnt  on  the  point  of  return- 
ing to  America  with  the  firft  con- 
voy. I  fend  this  letter  to  Mr. 
Adams,  who  is  fet  out,  a  few 
weeks  ago,  from  Paris  for  Nantz, 
wliere  he  propofes  tO"  emb.irk  on 
board  the  frigate  PA  Ilia  nee,  which, 
it  is  thought,  will  be  ready  in  a 
fev.'  days  to  fail  for  Boflon. 

I  fhould  certainly  have  taken  my 
prjfagc  on  board  the  faid  fiigatc 
with  him,  if  it  had  been  pofl.hlc 
to  Ci:nvcy  my  eficds,  which  j-.rc 
llil!  here  on  fliore,  foon  enough  to 
Nan:::.  1  niuft,  therefore,  now 
wait  for  another  Hivourable  op- 
pc.runity,  and  I  beg  the  favour 
of  you  to  acquaint  my  brother 
thereof,  having  lately  written  to 
him,  to'  that  efTcCl,  by  the  pre- 
ceding opporturiiiy  of  a  veffeL  I 
have  endeavoured,  as  much  as  pcf- 
iibje,  to  acquire  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  the  true  and  exaft  flate  of 
political 
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political  affairs  here,  confidering 
the  intereft  America  has  therein  ; 
and  I  flatter  myfelf  to  have  the 
bed  informations  in  that  refpedl. 

As  a  member  of  the  congrefs, 
you  will  certainly  have  feen,  before 
now,  the  plan  of  a  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce,  as  deillned  to  be 
concluded  hereafter  between  the 
States  of  Holland  and  the  United 
States  of  North  America,  feveral 
copies  thereof  haVing  been  fent  to 
America  fome  tnne  ago.  T^hat 
plan  was  figned  on  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember lalt,  on  the  part  of  the 
city  of  Amfterdam,  by  John  de 
Neufville,  Efq;  properly  deputed 
for  that  purpofe  by  the  pcnfionary 
and  burgomafters  of  the  faid  city,  * 
and  by  W.  Lee.  Efq;  commiflidner 
from  the  Congrefs,  to  wTiom  the 
propofitions  for  the  faid  treaty 
were  made  through  the  channel 
of  the  faid  Mr.  dc  Neufville  :  but 
as  the  charader  of  that  gentleman 
will  probably  be  unknown  to  you, 
I  think  it  proper  to  mention  hcrre, 
that  he  is  one  ef  the  principal  mer- 
chants of  Amfterdam.  He  has  ma- 
nifefted  much  zeal  for  the  true  in- 
tereft of  his  couritr)',  of  which  he 
fecms  to  have  the  mod  juft  ideas; 
and  he  has  often  declared  to  me, 
that  it  is  much  nearer  related  to 
the  commerciat  interefts  of  Ame- 
rica and  France,  than  to  that  of 
Great -Britain.  The  condud  of 
this  merchant,  ariUng  from  that 
principle,  and  belides  that,  from 
a  principle  ftill  more  prevaFent, 
namely,  that  of  promoting  the 
fticcefs  of  the  effotts  for  the  li- 
berty of  each*  country,  will,  I 
hope,  always  be  uniform,  and 
will  prove  favourable  to  the  caufe 
cf  America.  Confequently,  I 
make  no  doubt,  that  the  com- 
Jnercial   people   of  America   will 


give  him  the  preference  in  their 
future  connedlions,  as  a  Dutch 
merchant  and  their  friend.  This 
merchant  has  likewife  engaged 
himfelf,  by  his  iignature  to  the 
faid  plan,  being*  properly  autho-  • 
rifed  to  that  effeft  by  the  re^eney 
of  Amfterdam,  that  as  long  as 
Anierica  (hall  not  a^l  contrary  to 
the  intereft  of  the  States  of  Hol- 
land, the  city  of  Amfterdam  wilJ 
never  adopt  any  meafure  that  may- 
tend  to  oppofe  the  intereft  of  Ame- 
rica ;  but  will,  on  the  contrary, 
ufe  all  its  influence  upon  the  States 
of  the  Seven  United  Provinces  of 
Holland,  to  effeft  the  defired  con- 
nection. I  need  not  mention  to 
you  the  great  importance  of  the 
city  of  Amfterdam,  in  the  poli- 
tical affairs  of  the  States-General : 
you  are  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  hiftory  and  ftate  of  all  coun- 
tries, to  make  this  neceffary.  But 
the  lefs  informed  politicians  will 
be  aftoniftied  to  learrtj  that  Am4 
fterdam  pays  two -thirds  of  the 
^uota  part  of  Holland,  and  that 
the  Province  of  Holland  alone 
bears  two- thirds  of  the  charges  of 
all  the  Seven  United  Provinces  1 
The  regency  of  ^  this  city  has  hU 
th^rto  regained  faithful  and  con- 
ftaiit  in  their  engagements,  and 
will,  if  I  a,m  not  n;iiftaken,  always 
continue  the  fame,  and  p.erfift 
therein  invariably. , 

The  patriotic  party  in  Holland 
has  had  much  trouble  to  thwart 
the  deiigns  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  or,  to  fay  the  famQ  thing 
in  another  manner,  of  the  Engliln 
party. 
.  The  court  of  Great-Britain  ha» 
a  great  influence  upon  the  delibe- 
rations of  this  country,  through 
the  channel ,  of  the  princ?  of 
Orange,  wl^  is  a  relation  to  tlTc 

king 
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king  of  Great-Britain,  and  who  is 
{appofed  to  have  the  fame  views 
as  the  former,  with  regard  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people. 

He  has  fome  of  the  lefs  con/i- 
derable  provinces  fo  much  in  his 
intereft,  that  this,  above  all,  dares 
not,  as  yet,  refufe  his  demands  ; 
and  confcqucfntly  the  deputies  of 
thefe  provinces  have  refer ved  their 
confent,  and  divers  refolutibns, 
which  the  province  of  Holland 
would  otherwife  have  taken  long 
ago,  to  the  advantage  of  America : 
bufr,  tinforcunately  for  us,  in  this 
moment,  the  unanimity  of  tBe 
States  is  neceffary  in  moft  of  their 
refblutions. 

The  fpirited  condufl  which  • 
France  has  lately  adopted,  in  de- 
claring that  (he  would  feize  all 
Dutch  fhips  trading  with  Great- 
Britain,  excepting  thofe  of  Am- 
fterdam  and  Haerlem,  foon  brought 
back  the  cities  of  Rotterdam,  Dort, 
and  tJthcrs.  Thefe,  fearing  to  fend 
their  yeffels  to  fea,  and  perceiving 
that  the  people  began  to  murmur, 
were  obliged  to  accede  to  the  refo- 
lutiDh,  by  which  the  deputies  of 
all  the  other  cities  of  the  province 
of  Holldtid  had  cohfented  to  grant 
convoys  to  their  vcflels,  without 
even  excepting  thofe  articles  of 
commerce,  fdlr  which  England 
had  continually  feized  the  Dutch 
(hips,  evef  fine*  the  beginning  of 
the  war  with  Pfarice;   ' 

Such  is  the  a£tiral  ftate  of  affairs 
here;  and  every  politician  is  at 
prefent  impatient  to  know  what 
Spain  intends  to'  do,  which  has 
fome  time  iince  made  vCry  confi- 
derable  preparations  for  war* 

The  poft  for  France  is  upon 
its  departure  ;  I  mult,  therefore, 
conclude  this  letter.  I  find  in  the 
Engliih    ne^fpapcrsj     that    your 
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fer m on  on  the  day  of  a  general 
fall,  has  undergone  a  fifth  edition 
in  London.  I  be2:,  the  favour  of 
you  to  affure  your  wmily  of  my  re- 
fpcdls,  and  to  acquaint  my  friends 
that  I  am  very  well,  and  that  t 
intend  to  return  foon  to  America. 
—I  remain,  with  mucH  rcfpeft 
aind  dfteem.     Sir, 

Your  mod  faifhful  friend^ 
and  humble  fervant, 
(Signed)         J.  W.  Stokxon. 
To  the  Rev.  Mr.  WitherffQon^  D.D. 

No.  IV.  J  LHter  from  CoIonA 
Dircks,  to  the  Hon,  Henrjr  Lau- 
rens, Efq, 

Philadelphiu,  Det,  13,  1779* 

Sir, 
TH  H  E  remembrance  of  your 
^  Excellency's  kind  reception; 
and  the  friendlhip  which  J  expe- 
rienced from  you,  at  the  time  of 
my  departure  for  Holland,  about 
a  twelvemonth  ago,  engages  me, 
in  hearing  that  your  Excellency 
is  upon  departing  for  my  country, 
to  form  the  beft  wilhfes  for  your 
fuccefs.  1  am  forry,  that  I  aid 
come  too  late  to  town,  which  de- 
prives me  of  the  happinefs  of  hav- 
ing, an  interview  with  your  Ex- 
cellency, refpc£ling  the  aifairs  of 
Holland; 

I  have  been  in  Holland  only 
with  a  view  of  uniting  the  two 
countries  for  their  reciprocal  Hap- 
pinefs;  and  I  h^e  fflcteeded  as 
well  as  the  different  circttmftanccs 
would  permit.. 

I  beg*  the  favour  that  you  will 
be  plcafed  to  take  charge  of  the 
herein  iriclofed  lettfers  for  m)*  wor- 
thy friends  and  countrymen,  the 
Barons  Van  der  Gapellen,  froni 
whom*  and  their  friends,  1  fiatter 
'    myfetf 
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myfelf  that  your  Excellency  will 
fooa  learn,  that  by  my  conduft, 
1  have  gained  feve'ral  hearts,  which 
are  now  nobly  and  zealoufly  in- 
clined for  the  affairs  and  the  caufe 
of  the  Amei1cans«  I  wiih  that 
this  beginning  may  in  the  courfe 
of  time  prod  ace  many  happy 
events,  for  the  mutual  advantage 
of  both  countries; 

I  take  the  liberty  of  joining 
here  a  liH  of  the  names  of  thofe, 
who  are  altogether  the  worthy 
friends  of  America.  I  px9y  God 
to  condu^  your  Excellency,  and 
to  grant  you  the  moft  perfedl  fuc- 
cefs.  This  is  the  fincere  wiih  of 
my  heart* 

I  remairl  with  the  greateft  con- 
iideration  and  efl:eem^  Sir, 
Your  Excellency's 
moft  obedient  and 
moil  humble  fervadt^ 
(Signed)         J.  G.Dia^ks^ 

Lift  of  Names< 

ttenry  Hooft  I)anielfz,  aiicitot 
burgomafter  of  AmUerdami 

Daniel  Hooft  Dantelfz,  fecre- 
tary  to  the  regency  of  Amiler- 
dam. 

Van  fierkeli  counfellor  aiid 
peniionary  of  the  city  of  Amfter- 
dam. 

John  de  Neufyille  slnd  fons, 
one  of  the  principal  commercial 
hoofes  of  AmUerdam^ 

N.  Bi  The  la(t  can  inform  your 
Excellency  of  all  the  commercial 
houfes,  wnich  are  our  friends. 

^Th«  burgomafter  Hooft  Da- 
niel fz  can  infarm  your  Excellency 
>^hich  are  the  gentlemen  of  the 
regency,  in  the  interell  of  Ame- 
rica. 

And  the  Sarons  Van  der  Ca- 
pellen  can  inform  you  of  tbofe 
Vol.  XXIII. 


t^  A  P  E  II  S.  (36^ 

who  are  our  friends  in  all  the 
Seven  Provinces; 

^oifis  ExcelleHtyHeHry  haafiiis,  Efy, 

No.  V.  Copy  afatettir  from  Mr. 
A.  GiUon  to  John  Kntledge, 
E/q,  Governor  akd  Commander  iH 
Chief  of  South  Careriina,  dated 
Amllerdam,  the  \ft  of  Marchi 
1780, 


Sir,* 
T  HAD  the!  pleafiire  of  writing 
^  to  you  the  31ft  of  December 
laflj  and  I  fend  you  at  preient  co-^ 
pies  of  what  I  wrote.  Mr.  Izard 
meeting  with  many  difficulties^  - 
which  prevented  his  departdre^ 
and  the  ice  hindering  all  veiFels 
from  failing  from  hence,  I  had 
no  opportunity  of  giving  you  any 
advice  of  my  lateft  negociationa 
here.  This  letter  will  be  delivered 
to  your  Excellency  by  Mr.  George 
Nixon:  he  will  communicate  to 
you  a  copy  thereof  by  the  firil 
opportunity,  as  foon  as  he  arrives 
at  St.  EufUtiaj 

I  ihall  likewife  fend  you  a  copy 
of  thecorrefpondence  between  Mr. 
Ghamont  and  a  gentleman  whom 
I  eagaged  here  to  write  to  him  on 
the  fubjefl  of  the  two  ihips  built 
here ;  by  which  you  will  fee,  that 
it  was  never  ferioufly  intended  to 
fell  the  faid  fhips  to  me. 

Mr.  Franklin  has  never  re« 
turned  roe  an  anfwer.  I  thought 
that  thei  arrival  of  Mr.  Adams  at 
Paris  was  a  good  opportunity  to 
revive  this  affair.  I  confequently 
wrote  to  himi  as  well  as  to  Mr. 
laiard,  and  Mr.  A.  Lee,  that  they 
fhould  addrefs  themfelves  to  Men- 
iieur  de  Sartine,  and  to  the  Count 
de  Vergennes,  minifters  at  Ver- 
failles,  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
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Aiid  veffels,  by  offering  to  pay  tlic 
prime  coft,  of  to  take  them  by  ap- 
praisement of  four  impartial  per- 
fons,  tobe  chofen  here  by  thetwo 
parties ;  efpecially  as  I  had  al> 
ready  removed  here  all  diiHculties, 
having  fuccours  promifed  to  me 
from  high  authority,  and  as  I 
cooid  fit  them  out  either  as  Dutch 
property  for  Euftatia,  or  as  Ame- 
rican property  for  any  other  port. 
But  the  anfwers  I  received  laft 
night  from  thofe  gentlemen,  obli- 
ged me  to  give  up  the  flattering 
hopes  of  (ending  you  two  of  the 
fineft  veffels  in  the  world,  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty-iix  feet  keel> 
fit  to  carry  twenty- eight  thirty- 
iix  pounders  upon  one  deck.  And 
though  they  drew  too  much  water 
for  our  bar,  they  would  certainly 
not  have  tarded  to  take  fome  vef- 
fels which  would  have  anfwered 
our  purpofe.  Not  that  I  fear  that 
thefe  gentlemen  will  not  do  all  in 
their  power  to  affift  me  in  this 
affair,  and  fome  others ;  but  they 
forcfee  that  this  requeil,  in  cale 
it  ihould  be  granted,  might  per- 
haps involve  me  in  other  diffi- 
culties. 

There -are  feveral  veffels  in  the 
ports  of  France  which  would  fully 
anfwer  our  purpofes ;  but  the 
dificuilties  which  I  have  already 
experienced,  fully  convince  me 
that  1  (hall  not  obtain  any  fuc- 
cours. It  is  for  this  reafon  that 
I  have  refolved  this  morning  to 
employ  all  your  money  in  pur- 
chaiing  bar-iron,  nails,  cordage, 
fail-cloth,  cables,  anchors,  fhips- 
flores,  and  other  things  ncCeffary 
to  pilots,  carpenters,  gunners,  and 
coopers :  chirurgical  inftruments 
and  medicines,  iron  hoops,  and  all 
that  I  thought  neceffary  for  three 
frigates,  -oxcepting-  guns,  powder. 
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and  military  implements,  which  I 
am  as  yet  uncertain  whether  they 
may  be  embarked.  I  intend  to 
buy  the  moft  effential  articles 
double  what  is  neceffary  for  thefe 
veffels  ;  and  likewife  double  the 
quantity  of  the  fmall  articles;  and 
in  cafe  I  fhould  have  any  money 
remaining,  I  intend  to  employ  it 
in  purchafmg  woollen  cloth,  linen, 
fhoes,  (lockings,  and  liats  for  our 
troops,  and  to  fend  all  thefe 
cffeiis,  as  foon  as  poffible,  by  dif- 
ferent veffels,  to  St.  Euftatia, 
from  whence  you  may  draw  them, 
by  your  orders,  whenever  you  (hall 
think  it  convenient.  Itwill,  pei- 
haps,  be  neceffary  to  infure  heie 
the  articles  which  appear  to  be 
dcflined  for  large  (hips,  in  cafe 
they  fhould  happen  to  be  taken  by 
the  Engliih,  as  well  as  the  cables 
and  anchors. 

Meffis,  Nicholas,  and  Jacob 
Van  Staphorft,  merchants  here, 
will  do  thebufmefs,  and  they  have 
promifed  me  a  credit  of  thirty 
thoufand  florins  (very  likely  I 
fliall  be  able  to  get  more  from 
them,  on  my  own  credit)  until 
you  come  yourfelf,  as  I  now  dc- 
iire  you  to  do,  which  fum,  with 
Mr.  Scrciprci fc r*s  loan  and  your 
own  money,  will  makeup  a  hand- 
fome  fum,  to  accompliih  the  faid 
views,  and  fave  the  State  fome 
lofs  on  the  plan  propofed  by  your 
Excellency  to  procure  it  a  good 
marine.  Pardon  me,  if  I  fpcak 
my  fentiments  at  prefent,  on  what 
may  be  done. 

If  the  State  perfifts  in  the  re- 
folution  of  having  a  good  marine, 
the  three  frigates  ought  to  be 
built  at  Philadelphia,  Softon  and 
Portfmouth,  in  New  Haippfhire. 
The  oppofition  I  have  met  with 
in  francs  proves  clearly  to.  nu,  that 

they 
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^hey  He^cr  had  an  intention  that 
America,  jhomd  have  a  marine  % 
other»virc  they  would  certainly 
have  fold  tlje  ten  fhips  whici'i  were 
here  lying  empty,  fince  that  would 
not  have  diminilhed  their  flrength, 
which  they  mAdc  a  plea  of  Jail 
fpring,  when  I  piopored  to  them 
a  plan,  by  which  Georgia  luould 
haiie  been  delivered  by  iaft  May  ; 
but' even  rhen,  they  rcfujed  to  let 
us  have  one  Jhip,    - 

Captain  Yoyner  has  done  every 
thing  in  his  power  with  refpe^El  tp 
your  afFairs,  and  he  will  return  to 
St.  Euftatra  by  the  firll  good  op- 
portunity, as  will  all  the  oiher 
ofacfrs.  t  will  follow  him  imme- 
diately :  may  I,  on  that  account, 
dcfirc  your  Excellency  to  fend 
Captain  Yoyncr's  orders,  that  he 
may  find  them  at  St.  Euilatia,  un- 
der cover  to  Mr.  Anfon,  and  the 
governor  of  that  place,  or  to  whom 
you  plcafe.  1  ihall  have  great 
pleafure  to  find  myfelf  equally 
honoured  with  your  orders,  and 
*to  know  how  the  goods  ought  to 
be  fnipped  there.  1  think,  with 
your  permiflion,  that  if  two  or 
three  conrinental  frigates  were 
fenthcre  to  take  them,  that  would 
be  a  more  certain  method  ;  but  I 
cannot  know  it  till  after  I  am  ar- 
rived there,  and  I  Ihall  place  them 
in  the  warehoufes  of  good  mer- 
chants. 

I  have  not  been  honoured  with 
a  fingle  line  from  our  government 
Unce  the  31ft  of  January,  1779,  fo 
that  I  am  at  preient  obliged  to  ad 
without  orders,  not  doubling  that 
you  and  my  country  will  readily 
give  me  credit  for  afcing  to  the 
beft  of  my  judgment  for  your  ia- 
tercfts,  and  that  you  and  they -will 
approve  of  my  conduCl,  fincc  that 
tpprobatioa  is   tlie   only  rccom- 


[^71 


pence  to  which  I  have  looked  in  all 
that  I  have  been  able  to  effefl  by 
my  feeble  endeavours.  Pleafe 
God!  I  fhould  have  been  able  tft 
have  done  more,  if  the  courage  of 
your  pretended  friends  had  not 
been  greater  than  that  of  your 
real  ones*  I  am  very  certain  I 
fliould  have  been  with  ydu  a  long 
time  before  this  with  an  ample 
fuccour ;  but  I  have  the  confo- 
lation  to  refledl,  that  I  have  done 
as  much  as  any  perfon  fent  from 
America  has  been  able  to  effefl  in 
Europe,  to  obtain  credit  for  a 
ftate  (South  Carolina)  which  was 
confidered  at  the  time  I  negociated 
the  loan,  as  entirely  in  the  pofTef- 
fion  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  had  many  interviews  with 
the  lenders  5  and  the  brokers  in 
thpfe  affairs  would  have  procured 
me,  in  fix  iveeksy  a  million  of 
florins,  at  fl<ve  per  cent,  interejt^ 
for  ten  or  fifteen  years,  if  the  pow-  . 
er^  with  which  I  was  invefted  had 
been  authorized  by  our  govern- 
ment, and  to  their  fatisfadlion. 
However,  I  have  made  them  pro« 
mife,  that  if  the  guarantee  of  Con- 
grefs,  for  which  I^now  write  to 
your  Excellency,  (hall  arrive  whilft 
I  remain  here,  they  luill  ad^vance 
the  faid  million  on  that  fecurity, 
until  the  full  powers  and  guarants, 
fuch  as  I  inclofe,  which  are  of  their 
own  compofirion,  and  tranflated 
by  their  notary,  (hall  come*  over. 
I  now  f^nd  you  the  Dutch  original 
and  the  tranflation,  for  your  ap- 
probation, and  the  Dutch  ori- . 
ginal  and  an  Engllfij  tranflation  of 
thff  guarantee,  of  Congrefs.  If  I 
were  at  this  moment  in  poflefiion 
of  fuch  papers,  I  could  get  four. 
millions  of  florins,  which  makes 
about  three  millions  of  Carolina 
currency,  at  fi've  per  cent,  payab'.i 
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in  fifteen  years,  viz.  nothing  for 
the  firH  ten  years^  but  one  million 
every  year  afterwards,  until  the 
whole  was  paid.  The  intereil 
payable  every  year.  The  broker's 
commiiHon,  or  premium  as  they 
call  it  here,  is  froin  one  to  two 
per  cent,  on  the  capital  at  the 
time  of  your  receiving  it;  one 
per  cent,  the  merchant's  corn- 
mi  flion,  for  negociating  the  bu- 
iinefs,  and  one  half  per  cent,  on 
the  annual  intereil»  and  one  per 
cent,  commiflion  on  the  reim- 
burrement>of  the  capital;  which 
together,  would  carry  the  intereil 
to  about  five  and  a  quarter  per 
cent,  a  year. 

The  objedlions  which  they  makei 
againlt  my  prefent  full  power  is, 
that  it  is  therein  fpccificd,  for 
three  frigates,  and  that  there  is  a 
complication  in  faving,  that  I 
may  negociate  any  indeterminate 
fum,  inllead  of  naming  the  fixed 
fum.  This  want  of  fpecific  prc- 
cifion  afFecls  them  to  that  degree, 
that  I  cannot  give  them  any  fa- 
tisfa^ion. 

Your  Excellency  is  at  prefent 
informed,  upon  what  condition 
.  the  fum  in  queilion  may  be  pro- 
cured, in  cafe  the  State  (hould  be 
in  want  thereof.  If  the  lull  fhould 
be  the  cafe,  and  if  t;he  conditions 
are  approved  of,  it  would  be  bell 
to  fend  a  fit  perfon  here  with  fuch 
full  powers  and  guarantee,  in 
fending  two  or  three  copies  after 
him ;  or  clfe  to  fend  the  faid  do- 
cuments to  Mcfirs.  Nicholns  and 
Jacob  Van  Staphorft,  nicrchanu 
here,  or  to  feme  other  good,  fblid 
Dutch  honfe  here,  with  your  orders 
how  the  faid  money  is  to  be  cm- 
ploycd  here.  But  as  the  faid 
MeflVs.  Van  Staphorfl  have  laid 
the  foundation  of  this  affair,  I 


leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  yoaf 
Excellency,  whether  it  would  noc 
be  beft  to  Intruil  them  with  the 
execution  thereof.  I  have  had 
dealings  with  them  for  above  ten 
'  years,  and  am  informed  that  they 
are  generally  looked  upon  as  a 
very  folid  Dutch  iioofe,  of  a  good 
capital,  and  known  integrity. 

I  have  an  opportunity  of  know- 
ing what  is  domg  here,  and  I  have 
received  from  perfons  of  refpedla^ 
ble  authority^  the  intelligence  fpe- 
ci^ed  in  the  .paper  annexed.    The 
D  ttcb  have    defigned    thefe    nint 
m  nths  to  have  a  perfon  here,  au- 
thorifed  by  Congrejs  ;  not  that  they 
would  receive  him  as  a  fuh^ic  mi^ 
nifter  \  but  they  are  very  anxious 
to  have  the  moA  accurate  in  form « 
ation;  and  fach  a  perfon  might 
have   laid    the   foundation   ot    a 
treaty  with  ns,  iineil  aft'airs  fhall 
be  come  to  greater  maturity  :  he       i 
might  alfo  have  been  able  to  get 
money  here.  The  ohjedion  againft       I 
th^  adual  loan  of  money  for*  the       | 
Congrefs  here  ia,  that  it  does  nor 
proceed   di re Aly  from   America  ;       ' 
and   to  ufe  the  language  of  the       I 
Old  Dutchman,  tt  is  to  be  fran-       | 
chifed. 

I  am  perfuaded,    that  if   the 
Prefident    Laurens    arrives    bene       1 
foon,   he  will   find  a  reafonable 
and  ample  fum.    I  hare  taken  the 
liberty  of  acquainting  the  noble       1 
Continental    Congrefs    on    what       1 
terms.     I  am  furc  of  being  abJe       , 
to  borrow  here  a  fufficicnt  fum  ai       ' 
about  five  and  a  quarter,  or  five 
and  a  half  per  cent,  including  all 
cxpences. 

1  am  in  hopes  of  receiving  foon 
advices  from  you :  if  not,  1  ftiall 
continue  as  mentioned  above,  and 
do  as  well  as  I  can,  making  all 
the  difpatch  in  my  power  to  return 
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Digitized  by 


Google 


STATE    PAPERS. 


Kome.  I  could  have  wiflied  chat 
my  fate  had  been  to  remain  in 
America^  efpecially  as  I  fhould 
have  willingly  fupported  all  fa- 
iigaes,  and,  with  a  good  heart, 
braved  all  dangers,  in  preference 
to  the  plan  of  begging,  which  the 
fseceflky,  occasioned  by  frequent 
deceptions,  has  forced  me  to 
adopt. 

I  moft  iincerely  wi(h  yon  health 
and  happinefs,  and  remain  with 
due  rcfpcft.  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's 
moil  obedient  and 
moft  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  A.  Gillon. 

P.  S.    Mr.    Beaumarchais  will 
Aot  yet  pay  any  thing,  nor  furnifh 
any  account. 
His  Exeeliencj  John  RutUdgg^  Efq. 

Go'Vemer  and  Commander  in 

Chief  of  Smib  Carolina. 

Two  letters  were  alfo  commu^ 
nicatcd,  written  by  J.  D.  Van 
Der  Capellan  to  Mr.  Laurens, 
but  as  they  only  contain  the  fen^- 
timents  of  a  private  individual,  we 
have  not  thought  it  neceifary  to 
tnfert  them. 


Mem$rial  prefenUd  to  thf  Sutes- 
General  on  the  \oth  inftant^  iy 
Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  his  Majeftfs 
Amb^ffador  at  the  Hague,  con^ 
cerning  the  Jitie  Papers  found 
atnoupfi  tbofe  of  Mr*  Laurens, 
late  Frejident  of  the  Qongrefs* 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

THE  King,  my  mailer,  ha$, 
through  the  whole  courje 
of  his  reign,  fhewed  the  XAO^i'  fm* 
cere  defire  for  prefcrving  the  uni- 
on, which  has  fubfilled  upwards  of 
9Q  age,  between  his  Crown  ai^d 


the  Republic.  This  union  is 
founded  on  the  durable  bafis  of  a 
reciprocal  intereft,  and  as  it  has 
greatly  contributed  to  the  welfare 
of  both  liations,  the  natural  ttit'- 
my  of  both  the  one  and  the  other 
is  ufing  his  utmoU  policy  to  de- 
ilroy  it ;  and  for  fome  time  paft 
his  endeavours  have  been  but  too 
fuccefsful,  being  fupported  by  a 
fadion  that  aims  at  domineering 
over  the  republic,  and  which  is  at 
all  times  ready  to  facrifice  the  ge- 
neral intereft  to  their  own  private 
views. 

The  king  has  beheld,  with 
equal  regret  and  furprife,  the  fmall 
e/fed  which  his  repeated  claims  for 
the  ftipuJated  fuccours,  and  the 
reprefentations  of  his  ambaiTador, 
on  the  daily  violation  of  the  moft 
folemn  engagements,  have  pro- 
duced. 

His  Majefty's  moderation  has 
induced  him  to  attribute  this  con- 
dudk  of  your  High  Mightinefles 
to  the  intrigues  of  a  prevailing 
fa^on;  and  he  would  iHIl  per.> 
fuade  himfelf,  that  vour  ju((ice 
and  difccrnment  will  determine 
you  to  fulfil  your  engagements 
towards  him,  and  to  prove  by 
your  whole  conduft,  that  you  are 
refolved  vigorouflv  to  adhere  to 
the  {y&tm  formed  by  the  wifdom 
of  your  anceftprs,  which  is  the 
onlvone  that  can  fecure  the  fafety^ 
and  glpry  of  the  republic. 

The  anfwer  which  your  Higb 
Mi^^htinefles  return  to  this  decla- 
ration, which  the  underfigned 
piakes  by  the  exprcfs  order  of  his 
Court,  wiU  be  confidered  as  the 
touchftone  of  vour  intentions  and 
fen  timents  refpeding  the  King. 

For  a  long  time  pad  the  King 
has  had  innumerable  indications 
of  the  dangerous  deiigns  of  an  un- 
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Tuly  cabal ;  but  the  papers  of  Mr. 

Laurens,  who  ftylcs  himfelf  Prc- 

iident  of  the  pjercnded  Congrefs, 

furniflies  the  difcovery  of  a  plpt, 

unexampled  in  all  the  annafs  of 

the  republic.     It  appears  by  thefe 

papers,    that    the   Gentlemen   of 

Amfterdam  have  been  engaged  iu 

a  cl^ndcfline  correfpondence  with 

the    American    rebels,    from    the 

month  of  Auguft  1778,  and  that 

inftrudtions  and    full   powers  had 

been  given  by  them  for  the  con- 

flufion  of  a  treaty  of  indifputable 

amity  with  thofc  rebels,  who  are 

the  fubjefts  of  a  fovcreign  to  v.hom 

the  republic  is  united  by  the  clofeft 

cngagepients.   The  authors  of  this 

plot  do  not  even  attempt  to  deny 

It,  but  on  the  contrary  vainly  en- 
deavour to  juftify  their  conduft. 
In  thefe  circumftances,  his  Ma- 

jcfty,    relying   on    the   equity    of 

your  High  MightinefTes,  demands 

a  formal  difavowal  of  fuch  irre- 
gular conduft,   which   is  no  lefs 

contrary  to  your  moil  facred  en- 
gagements,   than    to   the   funda- 

mental  laws  of  the  conftitution  of 

Batavia.       T'he    K^'^g    demands 

equally    a    prompt    latisfadion, 

proportioned  to  the  offence,   and 

an  exemplary  punlihmcnt  on  the 

|>enfioner   Van    Berkcl,    and    his 

accomplices,  as'dillurbers  of  the 
public  peace,  and  violators  of  the 
aw  of  nations. 

,    His  Majefty  perfuades  himfelf, 

that    the  anfwer  of  your  fiigh 

.MightinelTes  will  be  fpeedy  and 

fatisfaflory  in    all   refoeds;    but 

fhould   the  contrary  Jiappen, — if 

your    High   MightinelTcs'  fhould 

refufe  fo  juft  ^  demand,  or  en- 
deavour to  elude  it  by  -iilcncc, 

which  will  be  regarded  as  a  rc- 
fufal ;  then  the  King  Cannot  but 
i^onjider  the  republic  itfelf  as  ap- 


I 


proving  of  thofe  outrages  which 
they  refufe  to  difavow,  and  to 
punifh-:  and  after  fuch  conduct, 
his  Majefly  will  find  himfelf  under 
the  neccfiity  of  taking  thofe  mca- 
fures  which  the  prcfervation  of  his 
own  dignity  and  the  efleHtial  in- 
terefts  of  his  people  demand. 

Given  at  the  Hague, 
Nov.  }o,  1780. 

(Signed)         JosEPif  YoRKE, 

Hague,  Nov.  16.  The  fcliqivi/rg 
is  the  Re/ciuiicH  taken  hy  the 
S.ntcs- Geneial  cf  the  United 
Provinces,  relative  to  the  In- 
Jults  and  Viutnees  committed  at 
the  Ijiand  of  St,  Martin,  ««  /^ 
^ih  rflaji  Augulb. 

THAT  Count  Weldercn,  the 
Minifler  Plenipotentiary  from 
their  High  MightinefTes  to  the 
Britifli  Court,  be  cliarged  to  make 
the  flrongell  complaiHts  of  the 
faid  infults  and  violences,  and  td 
reprefent  in  the  moft  energetic 
manner.  That  their  High  Mfgh- 
tinefles  think  thcmfelves  in  the 
moft  fupremc  degree  aggrieved  by 
the  premeditated  violence  of  the 
incontcftable  territory  cf  the  State 
at  the  ifland  of  St.  Martin  done 
by  the  officers  of  his  Britifh  Ma- 
jefty, according  to  the  cxprefs 
orders  of  the  King,  and  in  con- 
fcquence  of  a  written  dedaratioa 
.of  thofe  ofHccrs. 

That  no  power  ever  doubted 
but  ail  bays  and  roads  beloneed  to 
the  fame  powers  as  the  lands  an- 
nexed to  them,  and  that  all  who 
might  be  in  them  were  flickered 
from  the  rights  of  war,  and  from 
all  hoflile  purfaits ;  and  that  -no 
power  is  in  any  way  authorifed  to 
take,  or  in  any  refpe6t  to  molef(, 
vcfTcls  fo  fheltcrcd  again  ft  the  will 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S  'T  A  T  E-   PAPERS. 


[375 


of  the  fovcreign,  without  its  be- 
ing looked  upon  as  an  indirefl  at- 
tack: that  notwithftanding  this, 
the  m_cn  of  war  of  the  King  of 
Great-Britain,  fcnt  on  piirpofeby 
his  Admiral,  had  by  his  order 
fcizcd  fome  American  veflels 
which  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
ifland  of  St.  Martin,  under  the 
canson  of  the  fort,  and  took  theni 
*  via  fadi,'  threatening,  if  Jthe 
Icaft  rcfiftance  was  made  by  the 
fort,  that  it,  together  with ,  the 
whole  village  belonging  to  their 
High  MightinelTes,  ihould  be  • 
burnt  to  the  ground,  and  a  force 
fafficient  was  Tent  to  carry  theijc 
their  orders  into  execution. 

That  their  High  MightineiTes 
cannot  look  upon  this  violentjilop 
in  any  other  light  than  as  aii  open 
violation  of  their  territory,;  ana  a 
contempt  of  the  independent,  fo- 
vcreign ty  of  the  State ;  and  flatter 
themfelves  that  his  Majeily..miiil 
perceive,  that,,  if  an  indepeide.i^t 
power  of  Europe  is  10  be  expofed 
'  to  fuch  infults  as  this,  all  liberty 
and  fecurity,  both  in  and  out  t?f 
Europe*  will  then  only  depend 
upon  force ;  and  conlequentiy, 
that  the  K^ng  will  be.difplea'fed 
at  this  hortile  adlion  committ(jd 
by  his  officers  againft  the  teiiiltjary 
of  a  power,  which  has  not  .only 
had  the  honour  to  be  allieid  to 
Great-Britain  for  upwards  of  a 
century,  and  to  live  in  fwacc  and 
friendmip  with  her^  but  from  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent' troubles 
in  America  has  not  rcfufed  to  re- 
train its  fubjedts  from  trading 
with  North- America  in  a  manner 
for  which  his  Maje^Iy  has  acknow- 
ledged his  fatisfadlion. 

That   their   High  MightineiTes 
could  not  pafs  over  in  filencc  what 


has  happened,  but  at  the  fame 
time  mufl  proteil  folemuiy  againft 
it^  and  molt  itrongly  defire  of  his 
Majefty,  what  they  hope  from  his 
juflice,  his  friendlhip,  and  his 
equity,  to  obtain,  which  is,  sl  full 
fatisfadion  for  the  violation  of 
their  territory,  in  which  the.  in- 
tentions of  his  Majefty  may  be 
made  appear  relative  to  the  treats 
^enc  of  powers  not  included  ih 
the  troubles  of  the  prefent  war, 
and  of  their  territories  in  genera), 
and  of  thofe.of  the  Republic  of 
the  United  Jprpvinces  in  parti-  . 
cuiar,  ^^.      . 

■   ■  ■^.'/j   ■■'  f         ■  '    •       "  ' 
Memfirial  prefenud  to  the  States- 
Genefxl;  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorktf, 
on  thr  I  zfh  xf  December,  1 7 8d. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

TH  E  upiforni  condud  of  the 
King  towards  the  Republia; 
the  fricridihip  which  hath  fo  long 

^fwbfirteu  beVween  tiie  two  nationt ; 
^he  rightj  of  fovcreigns,  and  the 
fiith  of.  the  moii  folemn  engage- 
ments', will  decide,  without  doubt, 
the  anfwpr  of .  your  High  Mig^- 
tineffes^to  the  Memorial  which  the 
under-figned  prefented  fomc  time 
ago,  by  express  order  of  his  Court. 

.  It  would  be  to  millruit  the  wifdom 
and  tlic  juftice  o/yourljjgh  }^ig{i- 
tinefTes  to  fuppofe  that  you  -could  ^ 

.  poife  a  moment  in  giying  the  fa- 
ti>  faction  demanded  by  his  Ma- 
jefty 

As  the  rcfolutiops  of  yourHlgh 
Mightincfles  of  the  27 ih  of  No- 
vember were  the  rcfult  of  a  deli- 
beration which  regarded  only  the 
interior  of  your  government,  and 
did  not  enter  upon  an  Anfwer  to 
the  faid  Memorial,  the  only  re- 
mark to  be  made  on  thofe  refo- 
[^fl]  4     .  lunona 
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lotions  is,  that  the  principles 
which  have  didated  them  erir 
dentlv  prove  the  juftice  of  the  dcr 
raana  made  by  the  Kin?. 

In  deliberating*^Qpon  that  Me- 
morial»  to  which  the  imder-figned 
here  reqaires,  in  the  name  o?  his 
Court,  an  iqamediate  and  fatis- 
fa6tory  anfwer  in   every  refpc6\, 
your  High  Mightinefles  will  doubt- 
leis  confider  that  the  afFair  is  of 
the  laft  importance;   that  it  re- 
lates to  the  complaint  of  an  of- 
fbnded  fovereign ;  that  the  offence, 
for  which  he  demands  an  exem- 
plary pun^ihment,  and  a  complete 
ratisfaAion»  is  a  violation  of  the 
Batavian  ponf^tution,  of  which 
the  Kii>g  is  a  gaarantee ;  an  in- 
fradion  of  the  public  faith ;   an 
attempt  a^iinil  the  dignity  of  his^ 
Crown !   The    King    has    ncyer 
imagined  that  your  Hijh\Iigh- 
tinenes  had  approved  of  a  treaty 
with  his  rebellious  fubjefks.  That 
had  been  raifing  the  buckler  on 
your  part ;  a  declaration  of  war. 
But  the  offence  has  been  com- 
fnitted   by  the  magiftrates  of  a 
city  which  makes  a  confidcrable 
part  of  the  State  ;  and  it  beloni^s 
to  the  fovereign  power  to  punilh 
and  give  fatisi^dion  for  it. 

His  Majefty,  by  the  complaints 
made  1>y  )iis  Ambaffadori  has 
placed  the  punifhmtnt  and  the 
reparation  in  the  hands  of  your 
High  MightineiTes ;  and  it  will 
not  be  till  the  laft  extremity,  that 
is  to  fay,  in  the  cAfe  of  a  genial 
of  juftice,  or  of  .ixlence,  which 
muft  be  interpreted  as  a  refufai, 
that  the  King  will  take  them  upon 
himfelf. 


Pone  at  the  Hague,  the  12th 
of  December,  1780. 

(Siened)  Lg  Chevil.  Yorke, 


MANIFESTO 
O/the  Court  9/  Qreat-^ritain. 

George  R* 

^     courfe  of  our  reign, 
our  cpndu6^  towards  the  States- 
Qeneral  of  the  United  Provinces 
has  been  that  of  a  fmcere  friend 
and  faithful  ally.     l}ad  they  ad- 
hered   to    thofc    wife    principles 
which   ufed   to   govern   the   Re- 
public,    they    muft    have    ihewn 
themfelyes    equally  fplicitous    to 
maintain  the  triendihip  which  has 
folong  fubiiffed  between  the  two 
nations,  and  which  is  efTential  to 
the  interefts  of  both :  but  from  the 
prevalence  of  a  fadion  devoted  to 
France,  and  following  the  di^tes 
of  that  court,  a  very  different  por        i 
licy  has  prevailed.    The  return        \ 
made  to  our  friend(hip,  for  feme        1 
time  paff,  has  been  an  open  con- 
tempt of  the  mpil  fplemn  Engage- 
ments, and  a  repeated  violation 
of  public  f^ith. 

On  the  commencement  of  the 
defenfive  war,  in  which  we  found 
ourfelves  engaged  by  the  aggreiiion 
of  France,  we  (hewed  a  tender  re- 
gard for  the  interefts  of  the  States* 
general,  and  a  defire  of  fecuring 
to  their  fubjefb  every  advantage 
of  trade,  confident  with  the  great 
and  juft  principle  of  our  own  de- 
fence^. Our  Ambafladpr  was  in- 
ftruftctt  to  offer  a  friendly  ncgo- 
ciatxon,  to  obviate  every  thing 
that  might  lead  to  difagreeable 
difcuffion ;  and  to  this  offer  (or 
lemnly  made  by  him  to  the  States- 
general,  the  2d  ofNovcmber,i778^ 
no  attention  was  paid. 

After  the  number  of  our  ene- 
mies'increafed  by  the  aggreffion  of 
Spain,  equally  unprovoked  with 
that  of  France,  we  found  it  ne- 
CciTary 
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ceiTaiy  to  call  upon  the  States- 
general  for  the  perlbrfflance  of 
their  engagements.  The  fifth  ar- 
ticle of  the  perpetual  d^fenfive 
alliance  between  our  Crown  and 
the  States- general,  concluded  at 
Weftminfter  the  3d  of  March,  1 67S, 
befides  the  general  engagements 
for  fucconrs,  exprefsly  ftipulates, 
•  That  that  party  of  the  two  al- 
lies  that  is  not  attacked,  (hall  be 
obliged  to  break  with  the  aggreflbr 
5niwo  months  after  the  party  at- 
tacked (hall  require  it:' — Yet  two 
years  have  paifed,  without  the  leaft 
ailiftance  given  to  us,  without  a 
fingle  (yllable  in  anfwer  to  our 
repeated  demands. 

So  totaUy  regardlefs  have  the 
States  been  of  their  treaties  with 
us,  that  they  readily  promifed  our 
enemies  to  obferve  a  neutrality, 
in  diredl  contradiction  to  thofe  en- 
gagements ;  and  whilft  they  have 
withheld  from  us  the  fuccours  they 
were  bound  to  furnifh,  every  fe- 
cret  affiftance  has  been  given  the 
^nemy;  and  inland  duties  have 
been  taken  off,  for  the  fole  pur- 
pofe  of  facilitating  the  carriage  of 
naval  flores  to  France. 

In  dire£t  and  open  violation  of 
treaty,  they  (uffcred  an  American 
pirate  to  remain  feveral  weeks  in 
one  of  their  ports,  and  even  per- 
mitted a^part  of  his  crew  to  mount 
guard  in  a  fort  in  the  Texel. . 

In  the  Eaft-Indies,  the  fubjeds 
of  the  States-general,  in  concert 
with  France,  have  endeavoured  to 
raife  up  enemies  againft  us. 

In  the  Weft-Indies,  particularly 
at  St.  Euftatia,  every  protetlion 
and  afliftance  has  been  given  to 
our  rebellious  fubjed^.  Their 
privateers  are  openly  received  in 
the  Dutch  harbours  ;  allo^ved  to 
fe^t  there;  fupplied   with   arms 


and  ammanition ;  their  crews  re- 
cruited; their  prizes  brought  in 
and  fold;  and  all  this  in  dire^ 
violation  of  as  clear  and  fol6ma 
ftipulatioas  at  can  be  made. 

This  conduct,  fo  inconfiftent 
with  all  good  faith,  fo  repugnant 
to  the  fenfe  of  the  wifeft  part  of 
the  Dutch  nation,  is  chiefly  to  be 
afcribed  to  the  prevalence  of  the 
leading  magiftrates  of  Amfterdam, 
whofe  fecret  correfpondence  with 
our  rebellious  fubjeds  was  fuf- 
peded,  long  before  it  was  made 
known  by  the  fortunate  difcovery 
of  a  treaty^  the  firft  article  of 
which  is  : — 

"  There  fball  be  a  firm,  invio- 
lable, and  univerfal  peace,  and 
fmcere  friendlhip,  between  their 
High  Mightineflcs  the  States  of 
the  Seven  United  Provinces  of 
Holland,  and  the  United  States 
of  North-America,  and  the  fub- 
jedb  and  people  of  the  faid  par- 
ties: and  between  the  countries, 
iflands,  cities,  and  towns,  fituated 
under  the  jurifdiCtion  of  the  faid 
United  States  of  Holland,  and  the 
faid  United  States  of  America, 
and  the  people  and  inhabitants 
thereof,  of  every  degree,  without 
exception  of  perfons  or  places." 

This  treaty  was  figned  in  Sep* 
tcmber,  1778,  by  the  exprefs  or- 
der of  the  Penfionary  of  Amfter- 
dam,  and  other  principal  ma- 
giftrates  of  that  city. — They  now 
not  only  avow  the  whole  tranf- 
a6Uon,  but  glory  in  it,  and  ex- 
prefsly fay,  even  to  the  States- 
general,  that  what  they  did  '  was 
what  their  indifpen fable  duty  re- 
quired.' 

In. the  mein  time,  the  States- 
general  declined  to  give  any  an- 
fwer to  the  Memorial  prefented 
by  our  Ambafiador ;  and  this  re* 

fttfal 
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fttfal    was    aggravated    by    th^ir 
proceeding   upon   other   bufincfs. 


nay  ubon  the  confideratlon  of  this 
ytry  fubje£l  to  internal  purpofes  ; 
and,  while  they  found  it  iinpofiible 
to  approve  the  condud.  of  their 
fubjedls,  they  llill  induftrioufly 
Avoided  to  give  us  the  fatisfadlioii 
fo  manifcftly  due. 

We  had  every  right  to  expeft, 
that  fuch  a  difcovery  would  have 
roufed  them  to  a  juit  indignation 
at  the  infuit  oft'ered  to  us,  and  to 
thcmfelves ;  and  that  they  would 
have  been  eager  to  give  us  full 
4Dd  ample  fatisfadlion  for  the 
offence,  and  to  infiift  the  feverell 
punifhment  upon  the  offenders. 
The  urgency  of  the  bufinefs  made 
an  inflant  an(wer  e/Tcntial  to  the 
honour  and  fafety  of  this  country. 
The  demand  was  accordingly 
prefTed  by  our  AmbafTador  in  re- 
pcatjsd  conferences  with  the  roi.- 
nlfters ;  an^  in  a  fecond  Memo- 
rial it  was  prefTcd  with  all  the 
carneAncfs  which  could  proceed 
/rom  our  ancient  friend^ip  and 
(the  fenfe  of  recent  injuries ;  and 
the  anfwer  now  given  to  a  Memo- 
rial on  fuch  a  nibjeft,  delivered 
above  five  weeks  ago,  is,  '  That 
the  States  have  taken  it  ad  refer- 
endum.'-^ Such  an  anfvvcr,  upon 
fuch  an  occafion,  could  only  be 
diftatcd  by  the  fixt  purpole  of 
hoftility  meditated,  and  already 
refolved,  by  the  States,  induced 
by  the  ofFcnfivc  Councils  of  Amr 
^crdam  thus  to  countenance  the 
hoftile  aggrefiion,  which  the  ma- 
giflrates  of  that  city  have  made  in 
the  name  of  the  Republic. 

There  is  an  end  of  the  faith  of 
all  treaties  with  them,  if  Amfter- 
dam  may  ufurp  the  fovcreign 
power,  may  violate  thofe  treaties 
with  impunity,  by  pledging  the 


States  to  engagements  dircftly 
contrary,  and  leaguing  the  Re- 
public with  the  rebels  of  a  fove- 
reign  to  whom  flie  is  bound  by  the 
qlofefl  ties.  'An  infraftion  oi"  the 
law  of  nations,  by  the  meaneil 
member  of  any  country,  gives  the 
injured  State  a  right  to  demand 
Aitis faction  and  punifhment  :— 
how  much  more  fo,  when  the 
injury  complained  of  is  a  flagrant 
violation  of  public  faith,  com- 
mitted by  leading  and  predomi- 
nant members  in  the  State  ?  Since 
then  the  fatisfadion  we  have  de- 
manded is  not  given,  we  moft, 
though  moft  reludantly,  do  our- 
felves  that  juflice  which  we  cannot 
other  wife  obtain  :  we  muft  con- 
fider  the  States-general  as  parties 
in  the  injury  which  .they  wilf  not 
repair,  as  fharers  in  the  aggreffion 
which  they  refufe  to  punilh,  and 
muft  aft  accordingly.  We  have 
therefore  ordered  our  AmbalTador 
to  withdraw  from  the  Hague,  and 
(hall  immediately  purfue  fuch  vi- 
gorous meafu  res  as  the  occafion 
fully  juftifies,  and  our  dignity  and 
the  effentiaHntereftsof  our  people 
require. 

^From  a  regard  to  the  Dutch 
nation  at  large,  we  wilh  it  were 
poffible  to  direft  thofe  meafures 
wholly  againft  Amfterdam ;  but 
this  cannot  be,  unlefs  the  States- 
general  will  immediately  declare, 
that  Am0erdam  ihall,  upon  this 
occafion,  receive  no  affillance  frctm 
them,  but  be  left  to  abide  the 
confequences  of  its  aggrefiion. 

Whilft  Amfterdam  is  fuiFered  to 
prevail  in  the  general  councihs 
and  is  backed  by  the  flrength  of 
the  State,  it  is  impoilible  to  refill 
the  aggreffion  of  fo  confiderable  a 
part,  without  contending  with  the 
whole.     But  wc  are  too  fcnfible 
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of  the  cominon  interef^s  of  both 
coontjies  not  to  remember,  in  the 
midd  of  fuch  a  cobteil,  that  the 
only  point  to  be  aimed  at  by  us  is 
to  rai/e  a  difpofition  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  Republic  to  return  to 
oar  ancient  union,  by  giving  us 
that  fatisfa^ion  for  the  pall,. and 
fccurity  for  the  future,  which  we 
fhair  be  as  ready  to  receive  as  they 
can  be  to  ofier,  and  to  the  at- 
tainment of  which  we  (hall  direft 
all  oar  operations.  We  mean  only 
to  provide  for  our  own  fecurity, 
by  defeating  the  dangerous  de- 
figns  that  have  been  formed  a^ainft 
Bs,  We  (hall  ever  be  difpolcd  to 
return  to  friendfhip  with  the  States- 
general,  when  they  finccrcly  re- 
vert to  that  fyflem  which  the  wif- 
dom  of  their  anceilors  formed,  and 
which  has  now^  been  fubverted  by 
a  powerful  faction,  confpiring  with 
France  againfl  the  true  interefls  of 
the  Republic,  no  lefs  than  againlt 
thofe  of  Great  Britain. 
S: .  JcunetU,  Decemier  20,  1 7  80. 
G,R. 


Letter  from  'Count  Wclderen  to 
L^rd  Scortnont. 

My  Lord, 

I  AM  much  obliged  to  yoor 
excellency  for  your  attention 
and  offer  of  fending  a  packet-boat 
to  Margate,  for  my  paiTage  to 
Oftcnd.  I  (hall  *have  no  occaiion 
for  the  fame,  having  already  en- 
g  .grd  a  vcffel  from  Oftend,  nam- 
td  Le  Courier  de  TEurope,  for 
ihai  pnrpofc.  This  vefTel' is  now 
lying  at  the  Tower,  ready  to  take 
in  my  baggage.  I  beg  your  e.x- 
csllency  wiH  be  plcafed  to  caufe 
the  neceflary  orders  to  be  ifTued 
froqi  ihe  Trcafory  and  the  CuHom- 


houfe,  that  it  may  1)6  eD;ibarked 
without  any  hindrance.  As  foon 
as  this  is  done,  the  faid  vefTel  will 
fail  for  Margate,  whither  I  ihall 
repair  by  land  with  the  Countefs 
of  Welderen.  I  alfo  beg  youf 
excellency  to  furnifii  me  with  the 
nccc/Tary  pafTports  for  my  voyage, 
and  likewjYe  with  two  palTporta 
for  two  Dutch  expre/Tcs,  named 
J.  Paux,  and  Augetit  Kohler,  by 
the  way  of  Harwich. 

I  cannot  help  at  the  fame  time, 
to  exprefs  my  furprize  .to  your 
lordfliip,  in  receiving  back  from 
your  excellency's  ofece  the  letter 
which  1  had  the  honour  to  fend 
there:  nor  was  I  jefs  aftoniftied 
when  my  fecretary,  whom  I  had 
fent  to  your  lordfliip's  office,  to 
inquire  the  reafon  of  returning  th^ 
faid  letter,  without  being  opened, 
acquainted  me  there\yith.  Give 
me  leave  to  obfervQ  to.  ypur  lord- 
ihip,  that  it  is  impofljjye  to  know 
whether  a  prQpofition.is  admiifible 
or  not,  before  It  has  b^en  feeh 
and  examined.  Their  Hjgh  Migh- 
tineiTes  have  given  me  exprefs  or- 
ders to  deliver  unto  the  Briiiih 
miniflry,  before  I  Ihoulrl  withdraw 
from  this  court,  the  papers  which 
I  had  the  honour  of  atio^relling  to 
your  excelltrncy  yeilerday  morning. 
How  can  I  execute  thcfe  orderj^, 
if  you  will  not  permit  me  to  fte 
you,  nor  accept  any  letters  fron) 
me?  I  flatter  myfelf  that,  con- 
vinced of  the  juftice  -of  my  re- 
marks, you  will  be  ple^u'ed  to  ac- 
cept the  letter  which  I  fent  yef- 
terday,  and  to  fend  me  a  line  in 
anfwcr,  informing  me  of  your  in- 
tentions in  that  refpeft. 

1  have  the  honour  to  b,e,  &c.' 
Signed, 

V.  Welderen. 

Li7idotty  Dec.  29,  1780. 
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Letter  from  Lord  Stormont  to  Count 
Wcldcrcn. 

SIR, 

TJNTIL  the  condua  of  the 
^^  Republic  had  broken  the  ties 
of  fnendfbip  which  fubfifted  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  and  which 
the  king  has  conftantly  defired  to 
preferve,  I  have  always  been,  as 
you  know  very  well.  Sir,  ready 
and  willing  to  confer  with  you  on 
all  occafions,  and  upon  all  objedls 
concerning  your  miniftry  ;  and 
liave  always  received  what  came 
from  your  part  with  due  attention. 
3ut  dnce  all  connexion  between 
the  two  nations  is  broken  off  by 
the  aggreflion  of  your's,  and  iince 
I  have  oiHciaUy  notified  unto  you 
the  king's  manifefto,  and  orders 
given  in  confequence  thereof,  I 
can  no  longer  behold  you  as  the 
minifter  of  a  friendly  power.  Ypu 
cannot,  therefore.  Sir,  attribute 
the  returh  of  your  packet  without 
my  opening  it,  but  to  the  execu- 
tion of  indifpen fable  duty  in  the 
prefent  circumflances.  After  an 
open  rupture,  all  miniflerial  com- 
munication between  us  mud  necef- 
farily  ceafe;  and  anterior  orders 
are  no  longer  applicable  to  the 
prefent  (late  of  aifairs'. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c, 
Signed, 

Stormont. 


jf  Report  of  the  CommiJJioners  at- 
pointed  to  examine,  take  f  and  ft  ate, 
the  Puhlic  Accounts  of  the  King- 
dom. 

^*T^HE  aft  of  parliament  that 

Jl     conftiiutes   us    •oramiffion- 

ers   for  examining,    taking,    and 

fta^ng,  the  public  accounts  of  the 


kingdom,  being  palfed,  we  enter- 
ed immediately  upon  the  execution 
of  the  powers  thereby  vcfted  in  us ; 
we  took  the  oath  prefcribed,  and 
fettled  the  neceflary  arrangements 
of  office  and  forms  of  proceed- 
ing. 

The  legiflature  not  having  left 
,  to  our  difcretion,  which  of  the  va- 
rious fubjefts  referred  to  our  con- 
lideratioti  we  fliould  begin  our  en- 
quiries with,  but  on  the  contrary 
having  cxprefsly  direded  us,  •  la 
the  firft  place,  to  take  an  account 
of  the  public  money  in  the  hands 
of  the  fcveral  accountants;  and 
for  that  purpofe  to  call  upon  them 
to  deliver  in  a  ca(h  account ;  and 
to  confider  what  fum  it  might  be 
proper  to  leave  in  the  hands  of 
each  accountant  refpeftively,  for 
carryipg  on  the  ferviccs  to  which 
the  fame  is  or  might  be  applica- 
ble, and  what  fums  might  be  tak- 
en out  of  Cheir  hands  for  the  public 
fervice ;'  we,  in  obedience  to  the 
ad,  immediately  applied  ourfelves 
to  that  fubjea. 

The  public  accountants  may  be 
dilHnguifhed  into  three  cta/&s. 

ift,  Thofe  who  receive  public 
money  from  the  fubjefl,  to  be 
paid  into  the  Exchequer. 

?dly,  Thofe  who  receive  public 
money  from  the  Exchequer  by  way 
of  impreft,  and  upon  account. 

jdiy,  Thofe  who  receive  public 
money  from  certain  of  this  clafs  of 
accoununts,  fubjeft  to  account, 
and  who  mny  be  called  fub-ac- 
countants. 

We  bsgan  our  enquiries  in  the 
(irft  clafs,  and  of  that  clafs,  with 
the  Receivers- ^neral  of  the  land- 
tax.  To  oome  at  a  knowledge  of 
their  names,  and  of  the  balances  of 
public  money  \m  their  hands,  we 
procured  from  the  tax-office  the 
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laft  certificate  of  the  remains  of 
the  land-tax.  By  that  cercificate 
ii  appeared^  thac  of  the  land-tax* 
window,  and  houfe-cax,  to  Lady- 
day  laft^  the  arrears  in  the  hands 
of  the  Receivers Tgonera],  upon 
the  14th  of  July  laft,  amounted 
to  the  Turn  of  three  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight  pounds  nine 
ililllings  and  five-pence  half-pen- 
ny. • 

As  this  certificate  was  grounded 
upon  returns  not  made  to  us,  but 
to  the  Tax-office,  we  ifTued  our 
precepts  to  every  Receiver- general 
of  the  land-tax,  and  to  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  thofe  who  are  dead^ 
requiring  them  forthwith  to  tran- 
fmit  to  us  an  account  of  the  public 
Qoney  in  their  hands,  cuflody,  or 
power,  at  the  time  they  fhould 
each  of  them  receive  our  precept. 

Returns  were  accordingly  made 
to  all  our  precepts';  and  from  thefe 
it  appears,  that  the  balances  for 
the  taxes  on  land,  windows,  aild 
hoafes,  fervants,  and  inhabited 
hottfes,  remaining  in  their  refpec- 
tive  hands  upon  the  days  therein 
mentioned,  amounted,  together  to 
the  fum  of  fix  hundred  and-  fifty- 
ieven  thonfand  four  hundred 
pounds  thirteen  (hillings  and  four- 
pence. 

We  proceeded  in  the  next  place, 
purfuant  to  the  diredions  of  the 
iiftj  to  enquire  to  what  fervices 
thefe  fums  were  or  might  be  ap- 
plicable, in  the  hands  of  the  re^ 
fpcflive  accountants. 

And  we  find^  that  by  the  mili- 
tia afl  of  the  fecond  of  his  prefent 
«najcfty,  the  Receiver-general  of 
the  land-tax  for  every  county  is 
[cquired  to  pay  to  the  command- 
in^  officer  of  every  company  of  the 
militia  of  that  county,  being  or- 


dered out  into,  or  being  out  in 

adlual  fervice,  one  guinea  for  each 
private  man  belonging  to  his  com- 
pany, upon  the  day  appointed  for 
marching ;  and  that  by  the  a6t  of 
the  twenjieth  of  his  prefent  ma-^ 
jcfly,  for  defraying  the  charge  of 
the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the  mili- 
tia, he  is  ordered  to  pay  to  the 
c?erk  of  the  general  meetings  five 
pounds  five  {hillings  for  each  meet- 
ing, and  to  tvery  of  the  clerks 
of  the  fub-divifion  meetings,  one 
pound  one  (hilling  for  each  meet" 
ing :  and,  except  the  charges  of 
collecting,  receiving,  and  account- 
ing, we  do  not  find,  that,  when 
the  militia  is  embodied,  the  du- 
ties collected  by  thefe  receivers  are 
liable  to  any  payments,  or  appli* 
cable  to  any  other  fervice^  what-^ 
foever. 

In  the  returns  made  to  as  by 
Receivers-general,  fuch  fums  as 
are  ftated  to  have  been  paid  for 
thefe  ferrices  of  the  militia,  for 
the  year  I779*  are  dififer,ent  in 
different  counties  ;  bat,  as  thefe 
payments  cannot,  from  the  nature 
of  them,  amount  in  any  county  to 
a  confiderable  fum,  we  conceive 
they  may  be  made  out  of  the  cur* 
rent  receipts  of  thefe  taxes. 

As  the  Receiver  genera!  is  re-r 
quired  by  the  land-tax  aA,  within 
twenty  days  at  fartheft  after  he 
has  received  money  for  that  duty» 
and  by  the  a£ts  which  grant  the 
duties  on  houfes,  windows,  fer* 
vants,  and  inhabited  houres,iwith- 
in  forty  days  after  he  has  received 
thofe  duties,  to  pay  the  fame  into 
the  Exchequer ;  it  becomes  necef- 
fary  for  ns  to  enquire  upon  wha( 
grounds^  and  for  what  purpofes^ 
the  Receivers-general  retained  in 
their  hands  fo  confiderabte  a  part 
of  thefe  duties,  fo  long  after  the 
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fame  ought,  according  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  fevcral  ads  above  men- 
tioned, to  have  been  paid  into  the 
Exchequer.  To  this  point,  amongft 
others,  we  examined  George  Role, 
Efq;  Sccre:ary  lo  the  Tax-office  ; 
John  Fordyce,  E'fq;  Receiver- ge- 
iierdl  for  Scotland  ;  William  Mit- 
ford,  Efq;  Receiver- general  for 
the  county  of  Suffex ;  Thomas 
Allen,  Efq;  Receiver-general  for 
part  of  the  county  of  Somerfet ; 
Thomas  Walley  Partington»  Efq; 
Receiver-general  for  the  counties 
of  North:.mpton  and  Rutland, 
and  town  of  Northampton  ;  and 
George  Rowley,  Efq;  Rcceiver- 
gcneial  for  the  county  of  Hun- 
tingdon. 

\a  ihcfe  examinations,  two  rea- 
fons  are  afii^ned  for  this  detention 
of  the  public  money  ;  one  is  the 
dilTiculty  of  procuring  icmittanccs 
to  London,  efpecially  from  the 
diftant  counties ;  the  other  is,  the 
infufficiency  of  the  falary  of  tvvp- 
pence  in  the  pound,  allowed  tne 
Receiver  by  the  land-tax  and  other 
a«^s,  upon  the  fums  paid  by  him 
into  the  Exchequer,  to  anfwer  the 
trouble,  rifiv.  and  cxpencc,  at- 
tending his  oiiice ;  to  fupply  which, 
and  to  render  the  employ  men: 
worth  having,  he  has  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  retain  in'^his  hands  a 
confiderable  part  of  thefe  duties, 
for  the  purpofe  of  his  own  advan- 

As  an  examination  into  the 
manner  and  charge  cf  collecting 
and  remitting,  in  an  office  of  re- 
ceipt fini'liir  in  its  circumilr.r.ce?, 
.mii'Ju  ci.ul/c  ija  to  form  fo...j 
judgment  of  the  v.iiicity  of  tlrrie 
realoi.s;  we  diredcd  our'cnqr.iiics 
to  the  col!o\^!cn  and  remiitunce  of 
the  ddties  of  exdlc. 


For  this  purpofe,  we  examiftei 

GouMon  Bri^^rc,  Efq;  hr^  Gene- 
ral Accountant ;  Richard  Paton, 
Efq;  fccond  General  Accoont;«Dt 
in  that  office ;  Mr.  Richard  Rich- 
ardfon,  Colleftor  of  Excifc  for  the 
Hertford  colledion  ;  Mr.  Thottiis 
Ball,  Colleaor  of  Excifc  for  the 
Bath  coUedlion  ;  and  Qeorge  Row* 
ley,  Efq;  who  is  Collcftor  of  Ex- 
cite for  the  Bedford  colleflion  ; 
as  well  as  Receiver-general  of  die 
land-tax  for  the  county  of  Hun- 
tingdon ;  and  George  Lewis  Scotc, 
Efq;  one  of  the  Commiffioncr^  of 
Excife.  We  procured  too,  from 
that  office,  an  account  of  the 
grofs  and  nctt  produce  of  the  Ex- 
cifc, received  by  each  colledor  for 
the  year  1779;  in  which,  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  grofs  produce 
amounted  to  the  fum  of  three  mil- 
lions feven  hundred  and  fourteen 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  f:- 
veiity- one  pounds  fixfien  {hillings 
and  an  half- penny,  exclufive  of  the 
receipt  at  the  Excife-office  in  Lon- 
don, paid  in  by  the  perfons  charg- 
ed, without  the  intervention  ot  a 
colleftor:  which  grofs  fum,  beirg, 
as  we  apprehend,  confiderabJy 
more  than  the  amount  of  the  du- 
ties paid  to  the  Receivers-gene- 
ral, is  collefled  in  England  and 
Wales,  by  fifty- three  col  Ichors, 
bfing  only  two  more  than  ih? 
number  of  Receivers-general  of 
tlic  land-tax,  inclt^ding  Scoilr.r.d. 

From  thefc  lad  examination) 
we  learn,  that  each  coliecior  of 
Excife  goes  his  rounds  eight  limc^ 
in  the  year;  that  he  remits  the 
whole  of  his  nett  colledtion  in  ever v^ 
round  to  the  Excifc -office,  chich/ 
by  bills  at  twenty -one  days  afirr 
dale,  in  the  counLies  near  Londo.i ; 
at  thirty  days,  in  the  moie  rcmoe 
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counties ;  and  at  fifty  or  fixty  days 
in  the  moll  didant,  and  none  ac  a 
locger  date ;  that  he  is  continually 
remitting  during  his  round  ;  and, 
within  a  week  after  it  is  iiniflied, 
fends  up  by  a  balance- bill  all  that 
remains  of  the  duties  collected  by 
him  in  that  round;  that  he  &nds 
Qo  difHcalty  in  procuring  bills ; 
could  return  more  money  by  the 
fame  method  ;  and  is  never  fufFer- 
ed  to  keep  any  money  in  his  hands. 
Each  colle6tor  is  paid  a  falary  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  a 
year,  fubjedl  todeduftions  amount- 
ing to  one  (hilling  and  nine- pence 
in  the  pound ;  and  is  allowed  per- 
quifites  to  about  one  hundred 
pounds  a  year  more;  and  gives 
fecurity  for  five  thoufand  pound?. 

We  endeavoured  to  form  fome 
computation  of  the  lofs,  fuflained 
by  the  public,  from  the  detention 
of  the  money  by  the  Receiver-ge- 
neral,  and  for  that  purpofe  we 
called  for  an  account  of  the  quar- 
terly  returns  made  by  them  to  the 
tax- office;  from  whence  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  average  fum  m 
their  hands,  from  the  5th  of  July, 
1778,  (when  the  mode  was  adopt- 
ed of  tranfmitting  the  account  on 
oa:h,)  to  the  7ch  of  July  laft, 
amounted  to  three  hundred  thirty- 
four  thoufand  and  fixty  -  one 
poonds,  the  intercft  of  ^hich,  at 
f3ur  percent,  being  thirteen  thou- 
fand ihiee  hundred  fixty  -  two 
pounds  a  year,  we  conceive  the 
public  have  been  obliged  to  pay, 
for  want  of  the  tife  of  their  own 
ni:>ney. 

But  the  lofs  has  been,  not  of  in- 
tcreft  only,  the  revenue  icfelf  has 
fuJrercd  :  for  by  an  account  of  the 
arrears  and  defiiulier*  of  the  land- 
tax,    and  Other  dirties^  from   the 


year  1756,  which  wc  called  for, 
from  the  tax- office,  thofo  arrears 
in  the  hands  of  the  defaulters,  not 
included  in  thefirft  certificate,  ap-. 
pear  to  amount  to  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  thoufand  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty-one  pounds  kytn. 
Ihillings  and  two-pence  half-penny, 
of  whicS  twenty-  four  thoufand  two . 
hundred  and  fifty -feveu  pounds 
feven  fliillings  and  two-pence  three 
farthings  is  adluallyloft  upon  com- 
pofition  ;  of  the  remainder,  partis 
m  a  courfe  of  legal  proceedings, 
and  the  recovery  of  a  great  part 
doubtful;  whereas,  by. a  return 
which  we  required  from  the  Com- 
m^ffioners  of  Excife,  for  the  fame, 
period,  we  find  there  have  beea 
no  arrears  or  defaulters  amoi>g  the 
Officers  of  Excife,  except  in  one 
inftance,  to  the  amount  of  three 
thoufand  fix  hundred  pounds*         , 

From  this  comparative  view  of 
the  modes  of  colleding  and  re- 
mitting thefe  different  duties,  and 
of  the  advantages  accruing  to  the 
receiver  and  collector  from  their 
feveral  employments,  we  are  in- 
duced to  think,  that  the  Receiver-r 
general  of  the  land-tax  is  not  war- 
ranted in  his  detention  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  either  by  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  bills,  gr  by  the  ia- 
fufficiency  of  his  falary, 

Suppcfing,  however,  the  diffi- 
culty of  procuring  bills  really  t(> 
exift,  though  it  might  occafion 
fome  delay  in  the  remittance, 
it  yet  is  no  juftification  of  the 
receiver  for  coiillantly  keeping  a 
large  balance  in  his  hands  ;  and, 
admitting  the  pou:u!agc  not  to  be 
an  equivalent  for  his  pains,  yec 
we  are  of  opinion,^  tii:;t  t.be  prgL- 
fcnt  mode  of  fup;>!ying  the  defi- 
ciency,   by    permiuing^    him     to 

with- 
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withhold  the  duties,  is  injnrioas  to 
the  public,  and  ought  to  be  dif- 
continued. 

The  revenae  fhoald  come  from 
the  pocket  of  the  fubjed  dirtCtiy 
into  the  Exchequer ;  but  to  permit 
receivers  to  retain  it  in  their  hand«^ 
exprefsly  for  their  own  advantage, 
is  to  furnifh  them  with  the  ftrong- 
eft  motive  for  withholding  it.  A 
private  intereft  is  created,  in  dirc6l 
oppoiition  to  that  of  the  public  ; 
government  is  compelled  to  have 
recourfe  to  expenfive  loans;  and 
the  revenue  itfelf  is  finally  endan- 
gered. 

We  are,  therefore,  of  opinion, 
chat  there  are  no  fervices  to  which 
the  faid  fupti  of  iix.  hundaed  fifty- 
feven  thoufand  four  hundred 
pounds  thirteen  (hillings  and  four- 
pence  is  or  may  be  applicable  in 
the  hands  of  the  Receiver- generals 
of  the  land-tax,  or  for  the  repre- 
ientatives  of  fuch  of  them  as  are 
dead  ;  and  that  it  is  not  proper  to 
leave  any  part  of  it  in  their  re- 
fpeftive  hands ;  but  that  the  fame, 
or  fo  much  thereof  as  now  remains 
with  them,  ought  to  be  paid  into 
tne  Exchequer,  at  fuch  tnnes, 
and  by  fuch  inftallments,  as  may 
be  thought  reafonable,  after  a 
practice  of  fo  long  continuance, 
and  as  ihall  be  confident  with 
fuch  engagements  as  may  have 
l[>een  entered  into  with  any  parti- 
cular receivers. 

Guy  Carlbtow,  (L.  S.) 

T.  Anguish,  (L.  S.) 

A.  PiOGOTTj  (L.  S.) 

Richard  Weave,       .  (L.  S  ) 
Sam.  Beachcroft,       (L.  S.) 
Gko.Drummoko.        (L.  S.) 
zytif  Nov.  1780. 

Proceedings  of  a  Board  of  Genoral 
Offictn,  bild  ij  crder  of  Gtiural 


WafhiiigCoii,  Commakder  im  Chief 
of  tho  Army  of  the  United  Stmns 
«/* America,  refpeQing  Major  John 
Andre.  Jdjuiatit  Gpural  of  ihe 
Britifh  Jrmjf,  ^efiimhfr  29,  17S0. 

PuUiJbed  at  l^hiladetphia,  fy^ordtr 
ofCongrefi. 

ExtraBs  of  Letters  from  Grmeral 
Wafhington  to  the  Profidemt  of 
Congrefsm 

RohinfonU  ttoufe  Ja  the  ttigh 
Lands,  Sept.  z^,  ijSo* 
SIR, 

IHave  the  honoar  to  inforsn  the 
Congrefs,  that  I  arrived    here 
yefterday  about  twelve  o'clock,  00 
my  return  from  Hartford<    Some 
hours  previous  to  my  arrival.  Ma- 
jor-general Arnold  went  horn,  his 
quarters,  which  were  at  this  place, 
and,  as  it  was  fnppofed,  over  the 
river  to  the  garrifon  at  Weft-point, 
whither  I  proceeded  myfelf,  in  or- 
der to  vifit  the  poft.    I  found  Ge<< 
neral  Arnold  had  not  been  there 
during  the  day,  and  on  my  return 
to  his  quarters,  he  was  ftillabfent« 
In  the  mean  time,  a  packet  had 
arrived   from   Lieutenant- coIodcI 
Jamefon,  announcing  the  capture 
of  John  Anderfon,  who  was  en- 
deavouring to  go  to  New- York 
witli  feveral  interefting  and  im- 
portant papers,  all  in  the  hand- 
wriiing  of  General  Arnold.    This 
was  accompanied  with  a  letter  from 
the  prifoner,  avowing  himfelf  to 
be  Major  John  Andre,  Adjutant* 
general  to  the  BritiQi  army,  re- 
lating the  manner  of  bis  capture, 
and  endeavouring  to  ihew  that  he 
did  not  come  under  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  a  fpy.     From  thefe  feveral 
clrcumftances,     and     information 
that    the  general   feemcd  to   be 
ihrowa 
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tKitW^n  into  feme  degree  of  ^gitt- 
Hon,  on  receiving  a  letter  4  Uttle 
timtf.  before  he  went  from  hii 
onarters,  I  wai  led  to  cdncldde 
iramedtately,  tliat  he  had  heard  of 
Major  Andre*!  captivity^  and  that 
be  vCroold,  if  pomble^  efcape  to 
the  enemy ;  and  accordingly  took 
fuch   meafures   as  appeared    moll 

frobable  ro  apprehend  him:  bat 
e  had  embanked  in  a  barge,  and 
proceeded  down  thd  river,  under 
a  flas:,  to  the  Valcure  fliip  of  war« 
which  lay  at  fome  miles  below 
S coney  and  Verplank'a  Point.  He 
wrote  me  a  letter  after  he  got  on 
lk>ard.  Major  Andr^  waa  not  ar* 
rived  yet;  bat  I  hop^  he  is  fe« 
core,  and  that  he  will  be  liere  to- 
day. I  have  been,  and  am  takine 
precautions,  which  I  trail  will 
prove  effedtual  to  prevent  the  im«- 
portant  confequencei  which  this 
condud,  6n  tHe  part  of  General 

fraold,  was  intended  to  produce^ 
do  not  know  the  party  that  took 
Major  Andri,  but  it  is  faid  it  con-^ 
filled  only  of  a  few  militia,  who 
a&ed  in  fuch  a  manner  oil  the  oc- 
cafibn,  as  does  them  the  highefl 
honour,  and  pr6ves  them  to  be 
men  of  great  virtue.  As  foon  as 
t  knoiv  theif  names,  I  (hall  take 
pleafure  in  ctanfroitting  ihem  to 
Congf^efs. 

Pardmki,  Oa.  j,  ijSo. 

I  h^ve  the  Honour  to  inclofe  to 
Conmfs  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
of  a  Ddard  of  general  ofHcers  in  the 
caufe  of  Major  Andre,  Adjutant-* 
general  to  the  Britifh  army.  This 
ofScer  was  eicecuted  in  purfuance 
of  the  fen  ten '.e  of  the  board,  on 
Monday  the  id  inftant,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  at  oar  bue  camp  at  Tap- 

Vol.  XXIII. 


pan;  Befides  the  proceedings,  I 
tranfmit  copies  of  fundry  letters 
re^peSing  the  matter,  which  are 
all  that  pafled  on  the  fubjeft,  nfk 
included  in  the  proceedings. 

I  have  now  the  pleafure  tb  com- 
municate the  names  of  the  three 
perfons  who  captured  Major. An- 
dre, and  Who,rerufe<[  to  releafo 
him,  ttotwithftanding  the  mod 
earniifl  iropdrtunitiel,  and  atfur- 
ancei  of  a  liberal  reward  on  his 


Part.      Thcii;-    namfs    are,   John 
aoldjng,    Dai 
Ifaac  Vanwert. 


jng,   David  Williams,  and 


ProefeJingt  rf  ^  ^  Soard  0/  General 
Officers,  held  ^K  ^der  rf  his  £jr- 
celUncy  Genu,  W'ajhingtom,  Cem- 
meaidtr  in  Chief  of  the  Arwf  of 
the  United  Mates  rf  America,  r/- 
ffeaing  Atajor  Andre,  AdJMasn" 
genertU  rf  the  Britiih  ^rwy,  ^45^- 
temher  29,  1 780,  at  Tappan,  in 
the  State  of  iit^  York, 

P    R    E    S    E    N    f  • 

Major  r  general  Green,  Prefi- 
dent;  Major-general  Lord  Stir- 
ling, Major-general  St.  Clair, 
M.«jor> general  the  Marquis  de  la 
fayettc,  Major-general  Howe,  Ma- 
jor-general the  Baron  de  Steuben, 
B'igadier -general  Parfons,  Briga- 
dier-general Clinton,  Brigadier- 
general  Knox,  Brigadier- general 
6  lover.  Brigadier  general  Patter- 
ion,  Brigadier-general  Hand,  Bri- 
gadier-general Huntington,  Bri- 
gadier-general Starke,  John  Lau- 
rence, Judge»a(ivocate-generaL 

Major  Aodri,  Adjutant-general 
to  the  BritiQi  army,  was  brought 
before  the  board,  and  the  follow ng 
letter  from  Gpoeral  Waftiingtoa 
to  the  board,  dated  head-quarten, 
Tappan,  September  20,  1780,  waa 
laid  before  them»  and  jead : 

[B  h]  Gen- 
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Salem,  t^hSefi.  176^4 


Gentlemen, 
Major  Andre,  Adjutant- general 
to  the  Brttifh  army,  will  be  brought 
before  you  for  your  examinjttion.' 
He  came  within  our  lines  in  the 
night,  on  an  interview  with  Mnjor- 
,  general  Arnold,  and  in  an  a  (Fum- 
ed charadlcr,  and  was  taken  with- 
in our  Hnes^  in  a  difguifed  habit^ 
with  a  pafs  under  a  feigned  name, 
and  with  the  inclofed  papers  con- 
cealed upon  him.  After  a  care- 
ful examination,  you  will  be  plea- 
fed,  as  fpcedily  as  pofiiblc,  to  re- 
.  port  a  prccifc  ftate  of  his  cafe,  to- 
gether- with  your  opinion  of  the 
light  in  which  he  ought  to  becon- 
fidercd,  and  the  punishment  that 
ooght  X6  be  infiifted.  The  Judge- 
advocate  will  attend  to  affift  in  the 
examination,  who  has  fundry  other 
papers,  relative  tD  this  matter, 
which  he  will  lay  before  the 
board . 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Gentlemen, 
your  moftobedieat, 
and  humble  fervant, 
G.  Washington. 

Tht  Bom-d  of  QcHtral  Oncers  con^ 
*u€ncd  at  Tappan^ 

The  names  of  the  ofBcers  com- 
poiing  the  board  were  read  to  Ma- 
jor Andre,  arid  on  his  being  aflced 
whether  he  confeiTcd  the  mnttcrs 
cantnined  in  the  letter  fVom  his* 
Excellency  General  V/afliington  to 
the  board,  or  denied  them,  he 
f.iid,  in  addition  to  his  letter  to 
General  Wafhingtcn,  dated  Sa- 
lem, the  z.\r\i  of  September,  '780, 
which  WH5  read  to  tlie  b:iard,  and 
acknowledged  by  Major  Andre,  to 
have  been  written  by  him,  which 
letter  is  as  follows ;  * 


S  XR, 

WHAT  I  have  as  yet  ra:d  con- 
cerni^ng  myfelf,  was  in  the  juftifi- 
ablc  attempt  to  be  extricated  ;  I 
am  too  litae  accuflomcd  to  dupli- 
city to  have  fuccceded. 

I  beg  your  excellency  will  be 
perfuadedy  that  no  aheration  in 
the  temper  of  my  mind,  or  appre- 
henfion  for  my  fafety,  induces  me 
to  take  the  ftep  of  addreffing  you; 
but  that  it  is  to  iVcure  myfelf  from 
an  imputation  of  having  aflumtd 
a  mean  charafler  for  treacherous 
puipofes,  or  felf-intercft  :  a  con- 
daft  incompntible  wi:h  the  princi- 
ples that  actuated  me,  as  well  as 
with  my  condition  in  life. 

It  is  to  vindicate  my  fame  that  I 
fpealc,  and  not  tofolicit  fccurity. 

The  perfon  in  your  poiTeflion  is 
Mi^jor  John  Andre,  Adjwtant-ge- 
neral  to  the  Britilh  army* 

The  influence  of  one  command- 
er in  the  army  of  his  adverfary 
is  an  advantage  taken  in  war,  A 
correfponderce  for  this  pnrpofe  I 
held,  as  confidential  (in  th^  pre- 
fent  inftancc)  with  his  Excellency 
Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

To  favour  ir,  I  agreed  to  meet 
upon  ground  not  wiibin  polls  of 
either  army,  a  perfon  who  was  to 
give  me  intelligence :  I  came  up  ^ 
in  the  Vulture  man  of  war  for  this 
eflfedt,  and  was  fetched  by  the  boat 
frpm  tbe.ihorc  to  the  beach  :  be- 
ing there,  1  was  told,  that  the  ap- 
proach of  day  would  prevent  my 
return,  and  that  I  mud  be  con- 
cealed uiitil  the  next  night.  1  was 
in  my  regimenrald,  and  had  .fairly 
rifqued  my  perfon. 

Againft  my  ftipulation,  my  in- 
tention, and  wiihout  v^y  know- 
ledge before  hand,  1  was  conduft- 
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TO  witMil  dne  of  your  polls.  Your 
etcellency  may  conceive  my  fen- 
fation  on  this  occafion,  and  will 
imagine  how  much  more  I  mail 
have  been  afie£ted,  by  a  rcfufal  to 
te-conda£l  roe  back  the  next  night 
as  I  had  been  brought.  Thus  be- 
come a  prifoner,  I  had  to  concert 
my  efcape.  T  quitted  my  uniform, 
and  was  pafTed  another  way  in 
the  nighty  without  the  Ami^rican 
polls,  Co  neutral  ground  ;  /and  be- 
ing informed  I  was  beyond  all 
armed  parties,  and  left  to  prefs 
for  New- York,  I  was  taken  at 
Tarry. town,  by  fome  volunteers* 

Thus,  as  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  relate,  was  I  betrayed  (being 
Adjutant-general  of  the  Britilh 
army)  into  the  vile  condition  of  an 
enemy  within  your  pofts. 

Having  avowed  myfelf  a  BritilK 
officer,  I  have  nothing  to  reveal 
bat  what  relates  to  myfelf,  which 
is  true  on  the  honour  of  an  officer, 
and  a  gentleman. 

The  requefl  t  have  made  to 
your  excellency,  and  I  am  con- 
fcious  that  I  addrefs  myfelf  well, 
IS,  that  in  any  rigour  policy  may 
diftate,  a  decency  of  condud  to- 
wards  me  may  mark,  that  though 
unfortunate,  I  am  branded  with 
nothing  difhonodrable ;  as  no  mo- 
tive could  be  mine,  but  the  fer- 
Ytce  of  my  king,  and  as  I  was  in- 
voluntarily an  impoftor. 

Another  requeft  is,  that  I  may 
be  permitted  to  write  an  open  let- 
ter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
another  to  a  friend  for  cloaths  and 
linen. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  mention  ' 
the  coaditioQ  of  fome  gentlemen 
at  Charles-town,  who,  Deing  ei- 
ther on  pacole,  or  under  protec- 
tion, were  engaged  in  a  confpira- 
cy  agaiifl  us.    Though  their  £taa- 


tion  is  not  fimilar,  they  are  ob- 
jedis  who  may  be  fent  in  exchange 
for  me,  or  arq  perfons  whom  tne 
treatment  I  receive  might  afFcdl. 

It  is  no  iefs,  Sir,^  in  a  confidence 
in  the  gcneroGty,  of  your  mind, 
than  on  account  of  your  fuperior 
llation,  that  I  have  chofen  to  im^ 
portune  you  with  this  letter.  ^ 
have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the 
ffreatcfl  refped,  Sir,  your  excel* 
Icncy's  mod  obedient, 

and  mod  humble- fervanf, 
John  Andre,  Adj.  Gen. 
His  Excellency  Gen.  Wajhington^  ^c% 

He  then  faid,  that  he  came  on 
fhore  from  the  Vulture   floop  of 
war,  in  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
fird  of  September  infl.  fomewhere 
under  the  Haverftraw  Mountain  r 
that  the  boat  he  came  on  (bore  in 
carried  no  flag,  and  that  he  hadoa 
ai  furtout  coat  over  his  regimen- 
tals,   and  ^that  he  wore  his   fur- 
tout  coat  when  he  was  taken :-« 
That  he  met  General  Arnold  on 
the  fhore,  and  had  an  interview 
with   him  there.      He  alfo   faid» 
that  when  he  left  the  Vulture  floop 
of  war,  it  was  underftood  he  was 
to  return  that  night;  but  it  wa$.. 
then  doubted  :  and  if  he  could  not^ 
return  he  was  promifed  to  be  con-, 
cealed  on  fliore  in  a  place  of  fafety, 
until  the  next  night,  when  he  was 
to  return  in  the  fame  manner  he 
came  on    (hore;    and  when    the 
next  day  came,  he  was  folicitous 
to  get  back,  and  made  enquiriea 
in  the   courfe  of  the  day,    how 
he  flionld  return,    when  he  wai 
informed    he   could    net    return  ' 
that  way,  and  he  muft  take  the 
route  he  did  afterwards.     He  dfo  ' 
faid,  that  the  firft  notice  he  had  of  ^ 
his  being  within  any  of  our  polls,  " 
was,  being  challenged  by  the  (en« 

tfi  *]  2  try. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


38S]     ANNUAL   REGISTER,  i^Sa 

Return  of  ordnance  at   Wc4- 
point,  September,  1780. 

Remark!   on    works ,  at   Weft- 


try ,  which  wa9  the  firft  night  he 
was  on  the  ihore.  He  alfo  (M, 
that  the  evening  of  the  twenty*, 
fecond  of  September  inftant,  he 
pafled  King's  Ferry,  between  our 
pofts  of  Sconey  and  Verplank's 
roints,  in  the  drefi  he  it  at  pre- 
fent  in,  and  which  he  faid  was 
sot  his  regimeacali  I  and  which 
drefs  he  procured  after  he  landed 
from  the  Vnltdre,  and  when  he 
<was  within  our  poft ;  and  that  he 
was  proceeding  to  New  York,  but 
was  taken  on  his  way  at  Tarry- 
town,  as  he  mentioned  in  his  let* 
ttr,  on  Saturday  the  23d  of  Sep- 
tember inftant,  'about  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning. 

The  following  papers  were  laij 
before  the  board,  and  (hewn  to 
Major  Andre,  who  confeficd  to  the 
board,  that  they  were  found  on 
him  when  he  was  taken ;  and  4id 
they  were  Concealed  in  his  boot, 
except  the  pafs  ^— ^^ 

A  pafs  from  General  Arnold  to 
yohn  Anderfm^  which  name  Major 
Andre  ackno-vuledged  he  ajfitmed. 

Artillery  orders,  Sepiember  5, 
1780. 

£ftimate  of  the  force  at  Weft* 
Pmnc  and  its  dependencies,  Sep- 
tember, 1780. 

Eftimate  of  men  to  man  the 
works  at  Weft. point,  &c. 


point. 

Copy  of  a  ftate  rf  matters  laid 
before  a  council  of  war»  by  his 
Excellency  Ge'neral  Wafhington, 
held  the  ath  of  September,  1780. 

A  letter  ilgned  John  Jn^er/cat 
dated  September  7,  1780,  to  Co- 
lonel Sheldon  *,  was  alfo  laid  be- 
fore  the  board,  and  (hewn  to  Ma- 
jor Andr^t  which  he  a<kn9Fiuhdgti 
to  have  been  written  by  ^m^  and 
is  as  follows: 

JVirw  2Vi,  Zept.  7,  1780, 
Sir, 

I  AM  told  fivf  iiami  U  made 
known  to  ^ou,  and  that  I  may 
hope  your  indulgence  in  permit- 
ting me  to  meet  a  friend  near 
your  out'pofts.  I  will  endeavour 
to  obtain  permiffion  to  go  out  with 
a  f!ag  which  will  be  fent  to  Dobb's 
Ferry,  on  Monday  next,  the  11th, 
at  iz  o'clock,   when   I    /hall   be 

happy    to    meet     Mr.    G f. 

Should  J  not  be  allowed  to  go, 
the  officer  who  is  to  command  the 
efcort,  between  whom  and  my- 
felf  no  diftin£tion  need  be  made, 
can  fpeak  on  the  affair. 

Let  me  inireat    you.    Sir,    to 


*  Left  it  ibouM  be  fnppofed  that  Gelmiel  Sheldon,  to  «hom  the  above  letter 
IS  addrcdeiL  wit  privy  to  the  plot  carrying  on  by  General  Arnold,  it  h  to  be 
obferved,  that  fhe  letter  was  found  among  Arnold's  papers^  and  had  beentranf* 
mitted  by  Colonel  Shddon,  who,  it  appears  fi^ni  a  letter  on  t6e  ^h  of  Sep- 
tember to  Arnold,  whrch  rnctofed  it,  had  never  heard  of  John  Andcrfon  be- 
fore. Arnold,  in  hit  anfwer  on  the  i6th<  acknowledged  he  had  not  commu- 
nicated it  to  him,  tboi&gh  he  had  informed  him,  that  heexpeAed  a  perfon  would 
eofiie  frem  New  York,  for  the  ^urpofe  of  bringing  hftfi  intelligence. 

t  It  flp^re  by  the  fame  letter  that  Arnold  had  written  to  Mr.  Anderfon, 
vndes  the  iigniture  of  Guftaws.  Hit  words  are,  <v  I  was  obliged  to  write  with 
great  caution  to  him,  n»y  letter  was  (igned  Guftavui^  to  prevent  any  dii'covery, 
m  cafe  it  fell  iato  tfas  hands  of  tht  enemy.- 
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favoQi;  t  matter  fo  intereftin^  to 
ther  Darties  concerned,  and  which 
is  of  To  private  a  natare,  that  the 
jDublic  on  neither  fide  can  be  ia« 
jared  by  it. 

I  (hall  be  happy,  on  my  part : 
in  doing  any  aa  of  kindneft  to 
yoa«  in  a  family  or  property  con« 
j?em  of  a  iimilar  nature. 

I  truft  I  (h<iU  not  be  detained, 
bat  ihottld  any  old  grudst  be  a 
caufe  for  it,  I  fhoald  rather  rifle 
th*t,  than  negled  the^bafinefa  in 
queftion,  or  affume  4  n^fterioqa 
charader  to  carry  on  an  innocent 
]|fiair;  and,  as  friends  have  ad- 
vifed,  gel  your  lines  by  ftealth.  I 
f  m.  Sir,  with  al)  regard, 

Yoqr  moft  obedient, 
humbly  fervant, 

JOHK  Al^OERSON, 

Colonel  Sadden, 

Major  Andre  obferved,  that  thsa 
letter  coald  be  of  no  force  in 
the  cafe  in  queftion,  as  it  was 
written  in  New  York,  when  he 
was  under  the  orders  of  Qeneral 
Clinton,  bat  that  it  tended  to 
prove,  that  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tions to  come  within  our  lines. 

The  board  having  interrogated 
Major  Andre,  abou(  his  coficep- 
tion  of  his  coming  on  (hore  under 
the  fanAion  of  a  flag,  he  faid, 
*'  that  it  was  impoiCbie  for  him  to 
fuppoie  he  came  on  ihore  under 
that  fan&ion  ;  and  added,  that  if 
he  came  on  ihore  under  that  fane- 
tion,  be  certainly  might  have  re- 
turned under  it."  . 

Major  Andre  having  acknow- 
ledged the  precpdiag  fafls,  and 
being  aflced  Whet&er  he  had  any 
thing  10  fay  refpedUn^  them,  an- 
fwertd,  he  left  them  to  operate 
with  the  board. 

The  examination  of  Major  An- 


[389 

dre  being  concluded,  he  was  re- 
manded into  cuftody. 

The  following  letters  were  laid 
before  the  board  and  read  t— Bencr 
did  Arnold's  letter  to  Gen.  Wafh- 
ington,  dated  September  zj,  178c. 
Colonel  Robinibn's  letter  to  Ge- 
neral Wafhtngton,  dated  Septem- 
ber 35,  1780,  and  General  Clin- 
ton's letter,  dated  the  26th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1780^  (indofinga  letter  of 
the  fame  date  from  Benedift  ^ 
nold)  to  General  Wafhingtoo. 

0«  t^ardtjke  Fultmre,  Stfu  2  ^ , 
.  1780. 
Sit, 

THE  heart  whicb  is  confcious 
of  its  own  re^tude,  cannot  at^ 
tempt  to  palliate  a  flep  which  the 
world  may  cenfnre  as  wrong.  I 
have  ever  aded  from  a  principle  of 
love  to  my  country,  iinee  the 
commencement  of  the  prefcnt  un- 
happy contefl  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  her  Colonies:  the  fame 
principle  of  love  tO  my  country 
adtt^tes  my  prefent  condodl,  how- 
ever it  may  appear  inconfiAent  to 
the  wprljj,  who  v^ry  feldoftj  judge 
right  of  any  n^an's  a^ons. 

I  have  no  favour  to  ^  for  myr 
felf.  I  Ipve  too  often  experienced 
the  ingratitude  of  my  country  to 
attempt  it}  but  from  the  known 
humanity  of  your  excellency,  I 
am  induced  to  alk  voar  prote^ioo 
for  Mrs.  Arnold,  from  every  in- 
fult  and  injury  that  a  miflakei) 
vengeance  of  my  country  may  ex- 
pofe  her  to.  It  ought  to  fall  only 
on  me :  fhe  is  as  good  and  as  in* 
nocent  as  an  angel,  and  is  ificapa- 
ble  of  doing  wrong.  I  beg  (he 
may  be  permitted  to  return  to  her 
friends  in  Philadelphia,  or  to 
come  to  me,  as  ihe  may  chufe. 
From  your  excellency  I  have  no 

[JS^l  3  fear^ 
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fears  on  her  account,  but  fhc  may 
fuffer  from  the  miftaken  fury  of 
the  coqncry. 

I  have  to  requeft  that  the  in- 
clofed  letter  may  be  delivered  to 
Mrs.  Arnold,  and  (he  permitted  tp 
write  to  me. 

7  have  alfo  to  a(k  that  my 
cloaths.  and  baggage,  which  are  of 
little  confcqucnce,  may  be  fent  to 
.me';  if,  required,  their  value  (hall 
be  paid  in  money.  I  have  the  ho- 
Jiotir  to  be,  with  great  regard  and 
efteem,  your  excellency's  molloi)ei 
dient  fervant^ 

B.  Arnold." 
Hh  Excellency  Gen,  Wajhington. 

N.  B.  In  jufticc  to  the  genClc- 
mcn  of  my  family.  Colonel  War* 
wick,  and  Major  Franks,  I  think 
myfelf  in  honour  bound  4p  declare^ 
that  they,  as  well  as  Jofhua  Smith, 
£fq;  (who  I  know  is  fufpedted) 
are  totally  ignorant  of  any  tran- 
fadions  of  mine,  that  they  had 
reafon  to  believe  were  injurious  to 
the  public.  . 

Vulture,  offSinfink,  Sept.  25,  1780. 

Sir, 
I  AM  this  moment  informed, 
that  Major  Andre,  Adjutant-gene- 
ral of  his  majcfty's  army  in  Ame- 
rica, is  detained  as  a  prifoner  by 
the  army  under  your  command. 
It  is  therefore  incumbent  c^  me 
to  inform  you  of  the  manner  of  his 
falling  into  your  hands :  he  went 
up  with  a  flag,  at  the  requeft  of 
General  Arnold,  on  public  bufi- 
nefs  with  him,  and  had  his  permit 
to  return  by  land  to  New  York. 
Upon  thcfe.  circumftances.  Major 
Andre  cannot  be  detained  by  yOu, 
without  fhe  greateft  violation  of 
ilags^  and  contrary  to  the  cuftom 
and  ufage  of  all  nations;  and  as  I 
imagine  you  will  fee  this  in  the 


fame  manner  as  I  do,  I  ir.uft  dcv 
fire  you  will  order  him  to  be  fct 
at  liberty,  and  allowed  to  return 
immediately.  Every  ftep  Major 
Andrp  took,  was  by  the  advice  and 
diredlion  of  General  Arnold,  even 
that  of  taking  a  feigned  name,  and 
of  courfe  not  liable  to  ceafaie 
for  it. 

I  am,  Sir,  not  forgetting  our 
former  acquaintance,  your  vcjy 
humble  fervant, 

•Bbv.  Robinson. 
Col.  Roy.  Americ. 
Hh  Excellency  Gen,  WaJh\ngton^ 

VevJ  T'ori,  Sept.  26,  1780, 
Sir, 

BEING  informed  that  the 
king's  Adjutant- general  in  Ame- 
rica has  been  ftopt,  under  Major- 
general  Arnold's  paiFports,  and  is 
detained  a  prifoner  in  your  excel- 
lency's aripy,  I  have  the  honour 
to  inform  you.  Sir,  that  I  permit- 
ted  Major  Andrq  to  go  to  Major- 
general  Arnold,  at  the  particular 
requeft  of  that  general  officer.  Yoa 
will  perceive.  Sir,  by  the  inclofed 
paper,  that  a  flag  of  truce  was 
fent  to  receive  Major  Andre».  and 
paflports  granted  for  his  return, 
I  tljbrefore  cannot  have  a  doubt 
but  your  excellency  will  imme-* 
diately  dired,  that  this  officer  ha3 
permifHon  to  return  to  my  orders 
at  New  York. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your 
excellency's  moftobedicnt,and  moft 
humble  fervant, 

H.  Clinton. 
His  Excellency  Gem,  IFaJhingtotu 

Neiv  Tori,  Sept,  26,  1780. 
Sir, 
IN  anfWer  to  your  excellency's 
mefllage,  refpefting  your  Adjutant- 
general^  Major  Andre,  and  deir- 
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Vfe'ring  my  idea?  of  the  rcafon 
why  he  is  detained,  bein^  under 
my  pafTports,  1  have  the  honour  to 
inform  you,  that  I  apprehend  a 
few  hours  muft  return  Major  An- 
dre to  yourEjece11ency*s  order?,  as 
that  officer' is  affuredly  under  the 
proteftlon  of  a  flag  of  trace,  fenc 
by  me  to  him,  for  the  purpofe  of  a 
converfatioTi,  which  I  rcqueitcd  to 
hold  with  him  relating  to  myfelf, 
and  which  I  wifhcd  to  commu- 
nicaie;  through  that: officer,  to 
yoar  excellency. 
^I   commattded   at  the  time   at 


Weft-point,  and  had  an  undoubt«d^"*T>"et  manner 


The  Boa'-d  having  confidered  the 
letter  irom  his  ExcetJency  Gereral 
Walhington  retp  cting  Major  An- 
dre, Adjutant  general  to  the  Bri- 
ti(h  army,  the  coufellion  of  Misjor 
Andre,  and  the  papers  produced 
to  them,  report  to  his  Excellency 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  the  foi* 
lowing  fads,  which  appear  to  them 
relative  to  Major  Andre  : 
;  Firft,  That  he  came  on  fltoA 
from  .the  Vuhu/c  floop  of  war,  in 
the  night  of  the  aift  of  September 
inftant,  on  an  interview  with  Ge» 
neral  Ar&old,  in  a  private  aud  ft- 


right  to  fend  my  flag  of  truce  for 
Major  Andre,  who  came  to  me 
pnder  that  proteftion  ;  and  having 
held  my  converfation  with  him,  I 
delivered  him  confidential  papers 
Ih  my' own  hand- writing,  to  de- 
liver to  your  excellency.  Thinking 
k  much  properei'  he  fhould  return 
by  land,  I  direfted  him  to  make 
Bfe  of  the  feigned  name  of  John 
Anderfon,  under  which  he  had  by 
mydireiUon  come  on  fliore,  and 
gave  him  my  palTports  to  go  to  the 
White  Plains,  on  his  way  to  New- 
York,— a^-^Tiiis  officer  cannot^ 
therefore,  fail  of  being  imme- 
diately fent  to  New- York,  as  he 
was  invited  to  a  converfation  with 
Bie,  .for  whick- 1  fent  him  a  flig  of 
truce,  and  finally  gave  him  pafT- 
ports for  his  fafe  return  to  your 
excellency;  all  which  I  had  then 
a  rigfht  to  do,  being  in  the  adtual 
fervice'  of  Arherica,  under  the" 
orders  of  General  Walhington, 
and  commanding-general  at  Weft- 
pointy  and  its  dependencies, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  youf 
exCelleti-cy's  moft  obedient,  and 
Vefj^  bumble  ierVatit, 

B.  Arnold. 
His^  Es^elhne^  Sir  Htniy  Cliftton^ 


Secondly,  That  he  changed  his 
drefs  within  our  lines;  andundei* 
a  feigned  name,  an4  in  a  difguifed 
habit,  palled  our  works  at  Stoney 
and  Verplank*s  points,  the  even- 
ing of  the  22d  of  September  in- 
ftadt,  and  was  tak^en  the  mornin|| 
of  the  23d  of  September  inftant^ 
at  Tarry- town,  in  a  difguifed  ha- 
bit, he  being  then  on  his  way  for 
New- York ;  and  when  taken,  he 
had  in  his  poflfeilion  feveral  papers, 
which  contained  intelligence  for 
the  enemy. 

The  Board  having  maturely 
confidered  thefe  fads^  do  alfo  re- 
port  to  his  Excellency  General 
Walhington,  that  Major  Andre, 
Adjutant- general  to  the  Britifh 
army,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a 
fpy  from  the  enemy,  and  that, 
agreeable  to  the  law  and  ufage 
of  nations,  it  is  their  opinion,  he 
ought  to  fufFer  death, 

Nathatiiel  Green,  major-gene- 
ral,  prefident;  Stirling,  major- 
general  ;  La  Fayette,  major-gene- 
ral;  Ar.  St.  CLir,  major-general; 
R.  Howe,  major-general ;  Steuben, 
majof-general ;  Samuel  H.  Par- 
fons,  brigadier  -  general ;  James 
Clinton. brigadier-general;  Henry 

\B  b\  4  Knox, 
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Knox,  brigadicr-general  artillery  ; 
John  Glover^  brigadier  -  general ; 
John  Paitcrfon,  b-igadier-gcncral; 
Edward  Han-i,  brigadier-gcncral; 
J.  Hiintington,  brigadier  general ; 
John  Starke,  brigadier-general; 
John  Laorence>  juJ^e-adyocaier 
general, 

A  P  P  5  N  I?  I  Xr 

Ccfy  of  a  LitUr  from  Major  Andr^* 
'    Mjuiant'general,   to  "Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  JC.  B,  bfc.  bfc. 

Tdf^an^  Sept.  29,  1780. 
Sir, 

YOUR  excellency  is  donbtlefs 
already  apprifed  of  the  manner  in 
^hich  I  was  taken,  and  poffibly  of 
(he  ferioas  light  in  wl^ich  my  con-^ 
^u£l  isconia()cred,  and  the  rieorous 
determination  th'at  is  |iDDending. 

Under  tbete  circnmnances,  ( 
kavc  obcaiqed  General  Wafhin^- 
ton's  permi'fion  to  fend  yon  this 
^ctte*r,  the"  C|b|cA  of  which  is,  tq 
Remove  froin  your  breaft  any  fuf- 
picion  that' I  coul4  iniagine  I  waf 
bound  by  your  excellency's  order} 
to  expofe  myfelf  to  what  has  hap- 
pened. The  events  of  coniing 
withW  an  enemy's  ports,  and  of 
changing  my  drefs,  which  led  me 
to  my  prcfent  fituation,"  were  con- 
trary to  my  own  intentions,  as 
they  were  to  your  orders ;  and  the 
circuitous  lou^e  which  I  took  to 
return,  was  impofcd,  (perhaps 
unavoidably)  wilhout  aliernative,' 
upon  me.  • 

I  am  perfeflly  tranquil  in  mind, 
and  prepared  for  any  face  to  which 
an  hon eft  zeal  for  my  king's  fer- 
yice  may  have  devoted  me. 

In  addreifing    myfelf  to   yoor 

excellency  on   this  occafion,   the 

force  of  all  tny  obligations  to  you, 

»nd  of  the  attachment  and  grati- 

6 


tude  I  b^ar  yoti,  reenrs  to  mm* 
With  all  the  warmth  of  my  heart, 
I  give  you  thanks  for  your  exceU 
lency's  profufe  kindnefs  to  me! 
and  I  fend  you  the  moft  earoeft 
wifhes  for  your  welfare,  which  « 
faithful,  a^eflionate,  and  refpe6l- 
ful  attendant  can  frai^e. 

I  have  a  mother  and  three 
lifters,  to  \yhom  the  value  of  my 
commi^pn  would  be  an  objefb,  aa 
the  lofs  of  Grenada  haa  mnch 
affeAcd  their  income*  It  is  need- 
le ft  to  be  more  explicit  on  this 
fobjcdt;  I  am  perfuadcd  of  your 
excellency's  goodnef^. 

I  receive  the  gfeateft  attention 
froni  his  (-xcellency  General  Waih- 
ington,  and  from  tvcry  perfoa 
under  wht^e  ^arge  (  bapp^a  tq 
^e  pUced. 

I  have  thf  honour  ^0  bc»  witl^ 
the  moft  refpie^ful  attachment^ 
your  ei^qellencv's  mo(l  obedient, 
^Xki^  moft  humble  (ervant, 

^0H|r  Andre,  Adjatant-gen. 
(Addrtfled) 
Hh  Exceilenty  Sir  Henry  CUmiOH, 

Qopy,  of  a  tetter  from  his  ExcdUmy 
General  Waftimgton,  to  his  £x' 
€tUfney  Shr  Henry  Clinton. 

I/ea J  garters.  Sift.  30,  1780* 

Sir, 

IN  anfwcr  to  your  excellency's 

letter  of  the  ^6th  inftant,  which  I 

had  the  honour  to  receive,  J  ani 

to  inform  you,  that  Major  Andre 

was    taken   under   fuch    circum* 

ftances,  as  would  have  jufti^ed  the 

moft  fummary  proceedings  againft 

him.    I  determined,  however,  to 

refer  his  cafe  to  the  examination 

and  decifion  of  a  board  of  general. 

ofScers,  who  have  reported,  on  bis 

free  and  voluntary  confeAon  and 

letters. 
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Jctiers,  <*  Tktt  he  came  oa  ihore 
from  the  Vnhiure  floop  of  war,  in 
the  Digh^  of  the  fift  of  Sepiem- 
ber,"  &c.  Sec.  at  in  the  report  of 
the  bqard  of  geoeral  officers* 

From  theie  proceedinga  it  {i 
cvide&Cy  Major  Andr^  wai  em- 
ployed in  the  exjBCution  of  mea- 
tfiires  very  foreign  to  the  objcdi  of 
^ags  of  truce,  and  foch  a3  they 
ivere  never  meant  to  anthorize  or 
poantenance  in  the  moft  diftant 
degPie  ji  and  thia,  gentleman  con^ 
USed,  with  the  greateft  candonn^ 
in  the  QfMiic  of  hit  examination, 
'^  That  it  was  ifapoAble  for  him 
fo  fnppo(e,  he  camr  on  (bore  under 
the  fandton  of  a  flag." 

•  I  have  the  hofurar  to  be  your 
excellency's  moi  obedient,  and 
pioA  hiMnbie  fervant^  • 

G.  Washiwotok. 
(Addreied) 
^  Exulbacji  Sir  Htmy  Clinm. 

In  this  letter.  Major  Andre's, 
i>f  the  19th  of  September,  to  Sir 
lieqry  CJ^nton^.  was  uanfinitted. 

New-Tori,  Sift.  z6, 1780, 
Si  a, 

PERSUADED  that  yoe  ar^ 
inclined  nither  to  promote  than 
orerent  the  civilities  and  ads  of 
nnmanity,  which  the  rules  of  war 
permit  between  dvUised  nations, 
I  find  no  dtfficblry  in  teprefeatiiyg 
to  yon,'  that  feveeal  letters  ana 
meflTagiii  fent  firom  hence,  have 
been  difregarded,  are  nnanCwertd, 
and  the  fla^  of  truce  that  carried 
them  detiuned.  As  I  ever  had 
created  all  flaga  of  trnce  with  ci- 
vility and  tei^ft,  I  have  a  right 
to  hope,  that  yon  will  order  my 
complaint  to  be  immediately  re- 
drelTcdt 


[39? 


Major.  Andre,  who  vifited  an 
officer  Gommandinfl;  in  a  diAriA  z% 
his  own  defire,  and  aded  in  every 
circumftance  agreeable  to  his  di« 
reftioh,  I  find  is  detained  a  pri« 
foner ;  my  friend(hip  for  him  leads 
me  to  fear,  he  may  fulTer  fome 
inconvenience  for  want  of  ne- 
ceflaries  s  J  wifl^  to  t^  allowed  to 
(end  him  a  few*  and  Qiatl  take  it 
as  a  favoqr  if  yon  will  be  pleaf^d 
to  permit  his  fervant  to  deliver 
them.  j(n  Sir  I)enry  Qlintpn's  ab. 
fence,  it  becomes  a  part  of  my 
duty  to  make  this  reprefeoutioa, 
and  requeH. 

1  am.  Sir,  yonr  Bxcelleacy's  moll 

obedient  humble  fervant, 

James  RoBiRTsoN,Lieut.Gen« 


Sir, 


V^oMtS^.  30,  1780. 


1  HAVE  juft  received  your 
hfttfer  of  the  26th.  Any  delay 
Which  may  have  attended  your 
tags  has  proceeded  from  accident, 
ani  the  pecaliar  circumftances  of 
the  occafion,  not  from  any  inten- 
tio«al  negled,  or  violation.  The 
letter  that  admitted  of  an  anfwer, 
has  received  one  as  early  as  it 
could  be  given  with  propriety, 
tranfmitted  ^y  a  flag  this  morning* 
As  to  meflages,  I  am  uninformed 
of  any  that  have  been  fent. 

The  ncceffariesfor  Major  Andri 
will  be  delivered  to  him,  agree- 
able  to  yonr  reqneft. 

I  am^  Sir,  your  moft  obedient 
hoable  fervant, 

G.  Washington. 
Bii  ExcMtntj  Liiiu.  Gen.  Ibii^fm^ 
UeW'Tmrk%  ■* 

Hewr, 
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Sir,       '  '  J 

FROWrVcM>'*'^*'^^"^y*s  tetter 
of  this  dktc,  t  am' pcrfuadcd  the 
Bdird of  pqieraj,  pfRwira,  to  who/n 
yon  referred  thd't'afe'of  Mpjor'  Aiir 
dr^,  caitWot  liaVc  btert  rightljr  In- 
fbruitfcf  9fjflr!thi  'tirCuciftances.  on 
which"  a' iadg^eti t 'ought  to"  ba 
formed/  'S  fhi'ftk'it  of'tHe  h^Hett 
inoraeiit*  fo'liuiriamty,  that  your 
excel1fen<^  fli'ould  be  pcrfefllx^apr 
trhc,d  of  rhc  Itatc  bf*  tbis  ma\ccr, 
Bcfort;'  ^ou  orocccd  to^  put  tha^ 
Jtrdrjm'enT  ih  execution  ^     "./• 

For  this  reafon,  I  (hku  fend  Vis 
Sxiirl^|M(^]UeHtftnant>|^il«ral^  Ho- 
bertron,  i^oditwo  other  geDdeMc^, 
to  pjvft  yoy  a^tr^c  flate  off^dts, 
find  to'  declare  to  you' nay  teuli- 
mentff  <i^vr<^<oki«iMi9v''  They^wrti 
le<  out  to-morrow  as  early  as  the 
'  wind  and  tide  will  permit,  and 
#fAt'iieli^'S«ifbk'9t)brry  for  your 
permiflion  and  fafe  coi^udt,  to 
meet  your  Exqellenc^,  or  f^ch 
pertbns  as  ydu  jT^ay/  appoint,  iq 
convert  with  them  op  this  fubjeA* , 

t  have  tW  koMvjr  to  be  yodi 

£xoel leach's  m«A»  bbodteai.  ted 

humble  ferva^t,  .    •  ; 

,    H*  Clii«It«9I2 


•  F.  S.  TheHoni  Andrew'Eltiof* 
Erq*;  Lieutenant -govcrnpr,'  ana 
the  Hon.  Wrltiam  SmicftV  Chief 
Joftice  of  this  prgvince,  .will  atteni 
Iris*  Excellency  Lieu  ten  ant -general 
Robert fon.  M*.  C, 

His  Sxctibncy  Gen,  Wapin^tQn,  ,  . 

Lieutenant -.^OMrai  Robertfbo^ 
Mr.  Elliot)  and  Mr.  Smith.,,  casne 
up  in  a  flag  vefill  to Dobb's-ferfy, 
agreeable  to  the  ab6ve  letter.  The 
two' fa-ft'' were  not  fnfl'e red  to  land. 
GpneraJCx  jftobef tfon  Was<  penaittcd 
to  come  on  (hore,  ^d^wa^  omtiby 


MajoF-jeneri^l  Gr^eM,  who  v^r- 

bally  reported/  thM  ^Genera!  Ro- 
bert f^^^i.^entf  oAed  to  him' in  Tub* 
ifaitvc*  ^vhat'i^' contained  in  hit 
letter,  of  ihe  ii*  6^  Odl<^er,  te 
CeiKrai  Wa^i«gto*>        «• 

..    ^     ti  k     ,.  .        .  ' 

V      Sir,-    *  •    *•  . 

'  I  T  A  K-E^  this  opport«*x«y  to 
inform  you*-  ftjlccllcdcy,  ffi?it  I 
confiier  myfiftt  9io  l«r>gei»  ll^ng 
under  th«tohi>nifnbn'of  COn^efs; 
their  1  aft  to  me  h^g  amvng  my 
papers  at  W^fr-Poinr,  -yo*,  S.r, 
«»^t  m^ko'  Aick  ufe^bf  it  as- you 
think  proper.     ^  '•  *• 

At  the  ikt^€  (^fflTe  l^g  leave  to 
MWre.  yow  fexL4KlWicy,  Aat  -tinf 
attachment  te*1he  tVue  infereft  of 
mf  cOUM^y  i*'iiWatJablc,  and  that 
I  am  actuated  by  thb  fatde  J>ri|^ 
cipU  which  j>as  ^^tt  bj««n  nli^  g5» 
verning^rule  of  jny  condu^  in  this 
•nhappy  cdiVtift.  ^  *  ^  ' 
'^'i  have  thelftmbaf  W  hc^' vef| 
Te^p!s€tM\y,  yodr^vtreltenvy^  mott 
obedient  humble  fervant, 

•  '    •    u    .»'.""..  .>\-'.  B,  AaN0Li>, 

GrejhouiidJ^chponer,  Fla^  of  Tru((^ 
^Dolfb%feri^^i  6^,  2^  1 7 So.  .  \ 

S  I  a;.  -  ■"      •  ' 

.  ^  A  NOTit  I  haw  from  Generrf 
&fQ«ne#  leaves  me  in/dbtdx  if  his 
memory  had  fenred  him  to  mlate 
tf^,y\ou,,\»jsk  exa^nefs)  ^  fob' 
QfclKM  of  the  eoBverAition  Uliat  iiad 
pafied  iMCwetw  hik>  «nd-  nkyitlf, 
4o  the  fttt^e&' of  .Major  Andre  7 

qnehce  t»  oiyhmid^^xd  the  two 
acmies,  and  badNnii^;  h  woo  hi 
leave  nafoffibafiiy  biLa  nifnndero 
ftandlng,  and   therefore  take  the 

liberty 
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li^rtjTto  pat  in  writings  the  fnb^ 
ilince  of  what  I  faid  to  Gencrid 

GfCCDC. 

I  oiFered  to  prove,  hy  the  evi- 
^eoce  of  Colonel  Robin fon,  and 
the  o&ctr$  of  the  VuUure>  that 
Major  Andre  went  oa  ihore  at 
General  Arnold's  deftre»  In  a  boat 
fent  for  him  with  a  flag  of  trace  ; 
that  he  not  only^  came  aihore  with 
the  knowledjcft  aad  under  the  pro- 
tefiion  of  UiQ  general  who  com« 
manded  in  the  di^ri£l»  but  that 
he  took  no  ftep  while  on  ihore, 
but  by  the  dire£Uon  of  General 
Arnold,  as  will  appear  by  the 
inclojfed  letur  fron»  him  to  yonr 
Excellency.  Under  thefe  circDm« 
fiances,  I  oonld  not,  and  hoped 
yoo  would  not,  coniider  Major 
yLnd^e  as  a  fpy,  for  any  iropropef 
phrafe  in  his  letter. tc^ you. 

The  fa£l$  he  relates  correfpond 
withi  the  evidence  1  offer ;  but  he 
admits  a  concluiion  that  does  not 
follow.  The  change  of  cloaths 
and  name  was  ordered  by  General 
Arnold,  under  whofe  dire^ions  he 
neceflarily  was  .while  within  hif 
command. 

As  General  Greene  and  I  did 
not  ((gree  in  opinion,  I  wiflied^ 
that  difinterefted  gentlemen  of 
knowledge  of  the  law  of  war  and 
nations  might  be  a(ked  their  opi- 
nion on  the  fttbjedl,  and  meo-i 
tioned  Monfieur  Knyphaufen  and 
General  Rochambault. 

I  related,  that  a  Captain  Ro* 
binfoQ  had  been  delivered  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  as  a  fpy,  and  un« 
doubted] y  was  fueh  }  Jbut  that  it 
being  iigni|ied  to  him»  that  you 
were  defirons  that  the  man  ihouJd 
be  exchaqged,  he  had  ordered  him 
to  be  exchanged. 

I  wiihed  that  an  intercourfe  of 
fttci^  Civilities^  is  t)ie  rules  of  war 


^  admit  of,  might  tate  off  inapy  qf 
its  horrors.  I  admitted  chat  Mr- 
jor  Andre  had  a  great  ihare  of 
Bit  Heiiry  Clinton^s  efteem,  and 
that  he  would  be  infinitely  obliged 
by  his  liberation;  and  that,  if  he 
was  permitted  to  recam  #ith  mff« 
I  would  engage  tc^  haveaiiy  perfo^i 
yeu  would  1^  p^eafed  to  name; 
fctat  liberty.  .       - 

I  added,  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
liad  never  pot  to  death  ai^r  perfbn 
for  a  breach  of  the  rul€s  ^of  war» 
though  he  bad;  and  now  h^, 
many  in  his  power,  Under  the 
preient  ciwumfbmces,  much  good 
m^y  arife  from  humatiity,  muck 
ill  from  the  want  of  it.  If  that 
coM  give  any  weight,  I  beg  leave 
to  add.,  that  your  favourable  treat- 
ment of  Major  Andre,  will  be  4 
favour  I  fhould  ever  be  intent  t6 
return  to  any  you  hold  dear. 

My  memory  docs  not  retain, 
with  the  exa^nefs  I  Cduld  wiih, 
the  words  of  the  letter  which  Ge« 
neral  Greene  ihewed  me  from  Ma« 
Jor  Andre  to  your  Excellency. 
For  Sir  Henry  Clinfton's  fatis- 
fadion,  I  beg*  youf  wiH  oi'der  t 
copy  of  it  to  be  fent  to  me  at. 
New- York.  ' 

I  have  the  botioar  to  be  yoot 
Excellency's  moft  obedient  and 
mod  humble  fef^nt. 

Jambs  RorBERTSONt- 
liis  Esfcelkncy^  Gen,  Wajbin^ton. 

KiW'Tork,  Oa.  1, 17804 

Si  a,  ' 

TH£  polite  att^ion  (Hewn 
by  your  Excelleney  and  the  gen- 
tlemen of  your  family  to  Mrs.  Ar- 
nold, when  in  diftrefs,  demands 
my  grateful  ackiiowIedgmei)t  and 
thanks  J  which  I  beg  leave  to  pre- 
linr. 

From 
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From  your  Excellei9cy*4  letter  to 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  I  find  a  Board 
of  General  Officers  have  given  it 
ai  their  opinion,  that  Major  Andri 
<comes  under  the  defcription  of  a 
fpy :  my  i^ood  opinion  of  the  can- 
dour and  juftice  of  ihofe  gentlemen 
leads  me  to  believe,  that  if  the^ 
had  be^n  made  fully  acquainted 
with  every  circamftance  refpe£iing 
Major  Andri,  they  would  by  no 
means  have  confidered  him  in  the 
light  of  a  fpy,  or  even  of  a  prio 
Toner.     In  juilice  to  him,  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  declare,   that   he 
fcame  from  on  board  the  Vulture 
at  my  partrcular  requeft^  by  a  flag 
fent  on  purpofe  for  him  by  Joihua 
Smith,  Efq^  who  had  permiffioo  to 
go  to  Dobb's.  ferry  to  carry  letteri, 
^lid  for  other  purpofes  not  men- 
tioned, and  to  return.     This  was 
^oiie  as  ^  blind  to  the  fpy-boats« 
Mr.  Smith  at  the  fame  tin^e  had 
my  private    diredions   to  go  on 
board   the  Vultare,  and  bring  on 
fhore  Colonel  Robinfon,  or  Mr« 
John   Anderfon,    which   was   the 
name  I  had  requeued  Major  An- 
dre  to  an!um/B :  at  the  fame  time  I 
flefired  Mr,  Smitl)  to  inform  htm» 
that  he  ihould  have  my  prote£iioD» 
^d  a.fafe  paflport  to  return  in  the 
fame  boat,  as  foon  as  our  buiittefs 
was  completed.    ^As  feveral .  acci- 
dents intervened    to   prevent  his 
being  fent  on  board,  I  gave  hiin 
ny   paflport   to  return    by    land. 
Major   Andre. came  on  ihore  in 
his    uniform     (without    difguife) 
which,  with  much  reludiance,  at 
my  particular  and  prcHing  inilance, 
he  exchanged  for  another  coat.     I 
furni(hed  him   with  a  horfe  and 
(addle,  and  pointed  out  the  route 
by  which  he  was  to  return  :  and  as 
commanding  officer  in  the  depart- 
inentj  I  had  an  undoubted  right 


to  tranfad  all  thefe  matters,  i^hich. 
if  wrong.  Major  Andre  ought  by 
no  means  to  fufFer  for  thein. 

But  if,  after  this  juft  and  can- 
did  reprefentation  of  Major  An- 
dre's cafe,  the  Board  of  General 
Officers  adhere  to  their  former 
opinion,  I  fhall  fuppofe  it  didatcd 
by  paffion  and  refentmenc;  and  if 
that  gentleman  ihould  (^ffer  the 
feverity  of  their  fentence,  I  ihould 
think  myfelf  boand  by  every  tie 
of  duty  and  bononr,  to  retaliate 
on  fuch  unhappy  perfons  of  yoor 
army  as  may  fall  within  my  power, 
that  the  refped  due  to  flags,  and 
to  the  law  of  nations,  may  be 
better  onderftood  and  ebferyed. 

I  have  farther  to  obferve,  that 
forty  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  South  Carolina  have  jaftly  for- 
feited their  lives,  which  have  hi* 
therto  been  fpared  by  the  cle* 
mency  of  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  who  cannot  in  juftice 
extend  his  mercy  to  them  any 
longer,  if  Major  Andr^  fuiFers ; 
which,  in  all  probability,  will  oreo 
a  fcene  of  blood,  at  which  nu- 
maniiy  will  revolt. 

SuiFer  me  to  intreat  yoor  Ex- 
cellency, for  your  own,  and  the 
honour  of  humanity,  and  the  lore 
you  have  of  iuftice,  that  you  foffe» 
net  an  unjuit  fenteiloe  to  tooch  the 
life  of  Major  Andre. 

But  if  this  warning  (hoold  be 
difregarded,  and  he  iofFer,  I  call 
heaven  and  earth  to  witncfs,  that 
your  Excellency  will  be  i«ftJy 
anfwerabie  for  the  torrent  of  blood 
that  may  be  fpilt  in  confequence. 
I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  wi:h 
due  refpe^b,  yoor  Excellency's  mod 
obedient  and  very  humble  fervant, 
B.  Arnolu, 
His  Excellency  Gen.  ff^a^i»£fCM* 
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Tafpiuif  OQ*  1,  1780* 
Sir, 

BUOYED  above  tke  terror  of 
death t  by  the  confcioafnera  of  a 
life  devoted  to  honourable  purfuits, 
and  Aained  with  no  aAion  that 
can  give  me  remorfe,  I  truft  that 
the  requeft  I  make  to  yoor  Excel- 
lency at  this  ferious  period,  and 
which  is  to  fofcen  my  lad  mo- 
inents»  will  not  be  rejedted. 

Sympathy  towards  a  foldier  will 
farely  induce  your  Excellency  and 
a  miliury  tribunal  to  adapt  the 
mode  of  my  death  to  the  feelings 
of  a  man  of  honour. 

Let  me  hope.  Sir,  that  if  acght 
in  my  chara£^er  impreHes  you  with 
eileem  towards  me,  if  aught  in  my 
misfortunes  marks  me  as  the  vidim 
cf  policy,  and  not  of  refentroent,  I 
ihall  experience  the  operation  of 
thefe  feelings  in  yoar  breail,  by 
being  informed  that  I  am  not  to 
die  on  a  gibbet. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your 
Excellency's  moft  obedient,  and 
nod  humble  fervant, 

John  Akdrb, 

Adj.  Gen,  to  thefiritiih  Army. 

The  dme  which  elapfed  between 
the  capture  oP  Major  Andre,  which 
was  the  a  3d  of  September,  and 
his  execution*  which  did  not  take 
place  till  twelve  o'clock  on  the 
ad  of  Odober ;  the  mode  of  try- 
ing him ;  his  letter  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  K..  B.  on  the  29th  of 
September,  in  which  he  faid,  •*  I 
receive  the  greateft  attention  from 
his  Excellency  Oe^ieral  Wafiiiivg- 
tOD,  and  from  every  perfon  under 
whofe  charge  I  happen  to  be 
placed;"  not  to  mention  many 
other  acknowledgments  which  he 
inade  of  the  good  treatment  he 
received  ;   muft  evince,  chac  the 


proceedings  againft  him  were  not 
guided  by  paiEon  or  refentment. 
The  practice  and  ufage  of  war 
were  again  ft  his  reqneft,  and  made 
the  indulgence  he  folicited,  cir- 
cnmftanced  as  he  was,  inadmiffible. 
Publilhed  by  Qrder  of  Congrefs, 
CHAaLCS  Thomsok* 


GenerAJ  Arnold*/  Adirefs  u  tbt  Im» 
bahitants  of  America  ^  after  ha*yiitg 
abandoned  tbi  Semfice  of  tbe  Com* 
irefs. 

NeW'Tork,  OS.  7,  1780. 

I  SHOULD  forfeit,  even  in  my 
own  opinion,  the  place  I  have 
fo  long  held  in  your's,  if  I  could 
be  indifferent  to  your  approbation, 
and  fiient  on  the  motives  which 
have  induced  me  to  join  the  king'a 
arms. 

A  vtty  few  words,  however,  fhal} 
fuffice  upon  a  fubjedl  fo  perfonal  i 
fgr  to  the  thoafands  who  fuifer 
under  the  tyranny  of  the  ufurpera 
in  the  revolted  provinces,  as  well 
as  to  tbe  great  multitude  who 
have  long  wimed  for  its  fubverfion, 
this  inilance  of  my  condu£^  can 
want  no  vindication  ;  and  as  to 
the  dais  of  men  who  are  criminally 
protrading  the  war  from  ilnifter 
views  at  the  expence  of  the  public 
intereft,  I  prefer  their  enmity  to 
their  applaufe.  I  am,  therefore, 
only  concerned  in  this  addrefs  to 
explain  my felf  to  fuch  of  my  cono-^ 
trymen^  as  want  al^lities  or  op^ 
Dortunides  to  deted  the  artifices 
by  which  they  are  doped. 

Having  fought  by  your  fide  when 
the  love  of  our  country  animated 
our  arms«  I  ihall  exped,  from  your 
juilice  and  candour,  what  your  de- 
ceivers^ ^i(b  mori^.  art  and  lefs. 
honefty. 
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honekf,  win  find  it  inconfifteflC 
with  their  own  views  to  admit. 

When  I  <}uitted  domeftic  happi- 
aefs  for  the  perih  of  the  £eld^  I 
conceived  the  rights  of  my  country' 
in  danger,  and  that  duty  and 
honour  called  me  to  her  defence. 
A  rcdrefs  of  grievances  was  my 
only  objedl  and  aim  ;  however,  I 
acquiefccd  in  a  Hep  which  Lthou^ht 
precipitate,  the  declaration  of  in- 
dependence :  to  juHify  this  mea- 
fure,  many  plauftble  reafons  were 
urged,  which  could  no  longer  extft, 
when  Great  Britain,  with'thjeopen 
arms  of  a  parent,  offered  to  em- 
brace US  as  children,  and  grant 
the  wi{hed*for  redrefs. 

And  now  that  her  worft  enemies 
are  in  her  own  bofom,  I  fhouid 
change  my  principles,  if  I  con- 
ipired  with  their  defigns ;  your* 
-iclves  being  judges,  wa»  the  war 
thclefs  juft,  becaufe  fpUow-fubjef^s 
were  conitdered  as  our  foe?  You 
have  felt  the  torture  in  which  we 
have  raifed  our  arms  agfainft  a 
brother.  God  incline  the  guilty 
protedkors  of  thcfe  unnatural  dif- 
ieniions  to  reftgn  their  anrvbition, 
and  ceafe  from  vKeir  delufibns,  in 
compafiion  to  kindred  blood ! 

I  anticipate  your  queftion.  Was 
not  the  war  a  defenfiVe  one,  until 
the  French  joirted  in  the  combi- 
nation i  I  anfwer,  that  I  tMbagh't 
fo.  You  will  add.  Was  it  not 
afterwards  ncceffary,  till  the  fcpa- 
ration  of  the  Bricifh  empire  was 
complete  ?  By  tio  means ;  in  con- 
tending for  the  welfare  of  my 
coantry,  I  am  free  to  declare  my 
opinion,  that  this  end  attained, 
all  ftrife  /houtd  have  ceafcd. 

I  lamented,  therefore,  the  im- 
policy, tyrai^ny,  and  injuflice, 
which,  with  a  (overeign  contempt 
of  the  peo^to  of  America^  fto<ti*- 


oufly  negleftctf  to  take  their  col- 
Icflive  fentiments  of  the  Britifh 
propofals  of  peace,  and  to  ncgO- 
ciate,  under  a  fufperfion  of  arms, 
for  an  adjuftment  of  differences } 
I  lamented  it  as  a  dangerous  fa- 
crifice  of  the  great  interefts  of  this 
country,  to  the  partial  views  of  a 
prottd,  ancient,  and  crafty  foe. 
I  had'  my  fufpicions  of  fome  im- 
perfedlions  in  the  councils,  on  pro- 
pofals prior  to  the  parliamentary 
commiuion  of  1778;  bat  having 
then  lefs  to  do  in  the  cabinet  than 
the  field  (I  will  not  pronounce  pe* 
remptorily,  as  fome  may,  and  per- 
haps juftly,  that  Congrefs  have 
veiled  them  from  the  public  eye) 
I  continued  ta  be  guided  in  the 
-negligent  confidence  of  a  foldier. 
But  the  whole  world  faw,  and  all 
America- con fcffed,  that  the  over- 
tures of  the  fecond  commiflion 
exceeded  our  wifhes  and  cxpefla- 
tions ;  and  if  there  was  any  fuf- 
picion  of  the  national  liberality, 
it  arofe  from  its  excefs. 

Do  any  believe  we  were  at  that 
time  really  entangled  by  an  alli- 
ance with  France  ?  Uivfortanaie 
deception  !  they  have  been  duped 
by  a  virtuous  credulity,  in  the  in* 
cautious  moments  of  intemperate 
paffion,  to  give  up  their  felicity  to 
ferve  a  nation  wanting  both  the 
will  and  power  to  protcft  us,  and 
aiming  at  the  dellru£lion  both  of 
the  mother  country  and  the  pro- 
vinces. In  the  plainnefs  of  com- 
mon fenfe,  for  I  pretend  to  no 
calfuiftry,  did  the  pretended  treaty 
with  the  court  of  Verfailles, 
amount  to  more  than  an  overture 
to  America  ?  Certainly  not,  be^ 
caufe  no  authority  had  been  given 
by  the  people  to  conclude  it,  nor 
to  this  very  hour  have  they  autho- 
rifed  its  ratification.    The  articles 
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of  confedrratipn  remaia  ^\\  an* 
Lgntd,  "   ....    ,   . 

In  the  firm  pei/uadon',  tJvcrcfbr?, 
that  the  privaic  javlif.iijent  of  ^ 
individual  y:iti;£co  i^t  t^is.  couptry 
U  as  free  Troav  all  .coov^nugiul 
reftraints,  iinc<?  as  before  tie.  iafi- 
d^oa?  offers  of  France ,  I  pxcferred 
thofc  from  GicacBriuin  ;,  think- 
ing it  infinUcly  ^vi^c^  and  f^fcT  ta 
catt  my  confidence  upon  her  jullice 
and  generofity,  ch<in  to  trull  a 
monarchy  too  feeble  to  eflablifh 
your  indepeudency,  fa  perilous -tQ 
her  diftant  domfQions;  the  euemy 
of  the  Proleftant  faith,  and  frau- 
dulently avowing  an  afFedtion  for- 
the  liberties  of  aiapkiad,  while  (he 
holds  her  native  (ens  in  vafialage 
and  chains* 

I  affefi  na  dirguire>  sf^fil  there-  ^ 
fore  fraokly  declare,  that  V»  fjkefe.. 
principles   I    had    dcterjuiaed    to 
retain  my  arm^  and^rommaxul  for 
an  opportuniry  to  Airrender  thooii 
to    Great   Briuin ;    ^nd   ip   con- 
certing the  meafurcs  for  a  purpofe,, 
in  my  opinion,  as  grateful  as  it 
would  have  been  beneficial  to  my 
country,  I  was  only  folicicous  .to 
accompliih    an    event  of  deciiive 
importance,    and   to  prevent,   as. 
much  as  poUIb^e,  in  the  execution 
of  it,  the  effufion  of  blood. 

With  the  higheft  fatis faction  I 
bear  teHimony  to  my  old  fellow* . . 
foldicFS  and  citizens,   that  I  fin4 
foJid  ground  to  rely  upon  the  (;|e-  . 
mency  of  our  fovereign,  and  abui^-.> 
dant  convidion   that  it  is  the  ge^ 
nerous  intention  of  Great  Brifain 
not  only  to  leave  t^^i  rights  a^td'. 
privileges    of  the   c^^qnies  unirn-^ 
paired,    together  with-  ihcif  per-  ^ 
petual   exemptipn    from   taxatioi^^- 
but  to  fuperadd  fuch  farther  be- 
nefits as  may  confiil  with  the  com- 
mon profperity  of  th9  empire.    In 


ihort,  1  fought  for  ABc])  left  than 
the  parent  coantry  is.  as  willing 
tQ  grant  to  her  colqnies  as  the/ 
ca(&  be  to  receive  or  ^njoy. 

Some  may  think  I  qQniinaed  la 
the  Aruggle  of  chefe  uphj^ppy  days 
too  Ipng»  and  others  i^ai  I  quitted 
it  too  foon.— To  thefirft  I  reply^ 
tj^ai  I  <iid  opt.  fee  wit^h  their  ey^s, 
nor  perhaps  had.  J^^fayourabk  a 
fittt^tipn  to  lock  frOfnyrfiii^^that  to 
our  commc^n  mailer  i  'api-wiliiii^ 
«9  Hand  or  fall.  Jn  behalf;  of  the 
candid,  among-  thf.  ]atte^»  ibnfo  •£ 
whom  i.  bieliev«.ierf^  ^liodl)^  hut 
bon^Hly— in  th^  bapdf,!  have  left» 
X  pray  God  to  give  them  all  the 
lights  require  to  tfoeii*  qwn  fafety 
before  it  is  too  late  ;  and  with 
refped  to  rhat  herd  of,  cenfurers,. 
whofe  enmity  to  me  originates  ift- 
tbek  hatred  to  the  principles  by. 
w|hich  I  am  now  led  to  deyote  my 
life  to  the  re-unioa  of  the  Briiiih. 
eoapice,  as  the  beft  and  only.  neatt». 
tor  dry  up  the  breams  of  miktf 
that  have  deluged  this  country^ 
they  may  be  alTured,  that,.  coa<p 
fcious  of  the  red(itude  of  my  in- 
tentions, I  ihall  traat  thiin  malice. 
aa4  cajumoies  with  conteotpt  and 
negled. 

B.  Al^NOlD* 


Jddrefs  of  Sir  George  Savile  to  his 

Confiifuents» 
^o^.tbe  GentUmen,  Clergy,  and  Trtt^ 

holdtr^t  of  the  County  ofTork^ 

Gentlemen, 

I  VENTURE  once  mor«   to. 
.make  yau  a  tender  of  my  fcr- 
vioe  in  Parliament.  Give  me  leave, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  offer  you  mv 
cordial  thanks  for. all  the  induf- 
gencies  you  Jilave  fhewn  m^ ;  and  : 
for  your  \k)nd  acceptance  of  my  , 
endeavours  to  perform  the  4uty  JL. 
-       ^  ^        had 
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had  undertaken.  I  look  upon  that 
partiality  and  favour  as  a  mod 
honoiirable  teftimony,  becaufe  it 
proves  that  you  entertain  a  con- 
virion  of  the  purity  of  my  inten- 
tions, fufficient  to  make  you  over- 
look every  thing  amifs  which  did 
not  proceed  from  the  will. 

In  renewing  my  defire  to  con- 
tinae  in  yonr  fervice^  I  think  it, 
however^  my  duty  to  confefs  to 
yott,  that  it  has  not  been  without 
much  ferions  coDiideratioft,  and 
more  than  common  hefication, 
that  I  have  determined  upon  it. 
I  mnft  not  omit  making  you 
aware,  that  it  is  by  no  means 
probable  I  fliould  be  «ble  even  to 
perform  the  mere  duty  of  attend- 
ance as  puodually  as  I  have  hi^ 
therto  done ;  efpeciaUy  if  the  du- 
ration of  parliament  (honld  prove 
to  be  for  feven  vears.  By  wnat  I 
have  in  Tome  degree  experienced 
already,  I  have  no  reafon  to  be*- 
lievie  K>  long  a  continuance  of  fuch 
an  attendance  would  be  (wrfedly 
coniiftent  with  my  health. 

But  there  is  ibmething  more 
ferious  I  have  to  fay  to  ^ou  on 
this  fu^jed.  The  fatisfa^ion  and 
honour  of  attending  your  bufinefs, 
have  ever  overbalanced  th£  labour: 
but  my  attendance  during  the  laft 
parliament  has  been  fomething 
worfe  than  laborious;  It  has  been 
difcouraging,  grievoos,  and  pain- 
ful. Look  back,  for  a  moment, 
upon  the  things  which  have  been 
done,  or  (being  done)  have  been 
approved  of,  oy  that  body,  of 
which  1  have  been  a  conftituent 
part.  Compare  the  prefent  with 
the  pad  fituation  of  public  affairs. 
Whether  glory,  conqueft,  and 
riches  ;  or  peace,  content,  liberty, 
and  the  enjoyment  of  your  confti- 
tutional  righii,  be  your  principal 


obje^ts^li  which  of  them  havl 
you  been  gratified  ?  I  have  been^ 
in  my  colJedlive  capacity,  a  par- 
ty to  all  theie  changes^  and  to 
all  the  meafures  which  have  pro- 
duced them  9  fupported  in  this 
mortifying  fituation  with  one  only 
confolation,  a  very  |^reat  one  in- 
deed to  my  own  mind,  that  of 
being  able  to  aiTure  you,  that  there 
has  been  no  one  meafare,  of  all 
thofe  that  have  proved  fo  rainoas 
and. fatal,  which  I  have  not,  as  an 
individual,  relided,  to  the  utmoR 
of  my  power.  A  poor,  barren, 
inelFednal  negative;  and  a  mife- 
rable  claim  to  your  favour,  to  have 
failed  (as  far  as  my  power  and 
flender  efllbrts  are  in  queftioc] 
almoft  in  every  point  regarding 
thofe  rights,  and  that  proTperity, 
which  f  was  fpedally  cHofen  to 
cultivate  and  maintain. 

I  return  to  yOo^  therefore,  baffled 
and  difpirited,  and  I  am  forrV 
that  truth  obliges  me  to  add,  with 
hardly  a  ray  of  hope  of  feeing  any 
change  in  the  mifersible  courfe  of 
public  calamities. 

On  this  melancholy  day  of  ac- 
count in  rendering  up  to  you  my 
truft,  I  deliver  to  you  your  (hare 
of  a  country  maimed  and  weaken- 
ed, its  treafure  Iavi(hed  and  tnU- 
fpent,  its  honours  faded,  and  its 
condudl  the  laughine-llock  of  Eu- 
rope; our  nation  m  a  manner 
without  allies  or  friends^  except 
fuch  as  we  have  hired  to  deftroy 
our  fellow-fubjefls,  and  to  ravage 
a  •  country,  in  which  we  once 
claimed  an  invaluable  fhare.  I 
return  to  yott  ibfaic  of  y</ur  prin- 
cipal privileges  impeached  and 
mangled.  And<  laftly,  I  leave 
you,  as  I  conceive  ac  this  hour 
and  moment  fnlly,  efFe^ldally,  and 
abfoltttely  under  the  diTcretiod  and 
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power  of  a  military  force,  which 
is  to  Si&  without  waiting  for  the 
authority  of  the  civil  magiilrates  ; 
for  It  is  fit  you  ihould  Know,  if 
you  are  not  already  informed,  that 
an  order  iflued  in  London  (at  a 
moment  when  the  violence  of  the 
riots,  and  the  remiflhefs  of  the 
civil  magiilrate  mi^ht  render  ne- 
ceflary  an  extraordinary  and  vio- 
lent temporary  exertion  of  the 
military)  that  order,  I  fay,  has, 
as  I  have  good  grounds  to  believe, 
been  extended  to  the  whole  king- 
dom; where,  neither  of  thofe 
caufes  exifted  in  any  degree  fuffi- 
cient  to  jnftify  fo  decisive  and 
extraordinary  a  meafure ;  and  I  do 
not  know  of  that  order  being  re- 
called. 

In  this  ftate  of  public  affairs, 
and  with  this  account  to  reader  of 
my  Gommiflion,  judge  whether  I 
can  boldly  and  chearfully,  or  fup- 
norted  by  any  rational  confidence, 
ooaft  to  you  as  candidates  are  wont 
to  do,  of  what  I  will  do,  and  what 
I  will  undertake  for  your  fervice. 

For  this  reafon,  avoiding  even 
the  nfual  ftyle  of  fuch  addreffes, 
and  forbearing  as  well  the  forward 

Sromifes  as  the  fuperficial  hum- 
lenefs  of  phrafe  in  ufe  on  thefe 
occafions,  I  make  it  a  folemn  duty 
to  lay  before  you,  without  difguife 
or  palliation,  the  prefent  flate  of 
your  concerns  as  they  appear  to 
me,  and  the  gloomy  profped  which 
lies  before  us. 

Some  have  been  accufed  of  ex- 
aggerating the  public  misfortunes, 
nay  of  having  endeavoured  to  help 
forward  the  mifchief,  that  they 
might  afterwards  raife  difcontents. 
I  am  willing  to  hope,  that  neither 
iny  temper,  nor  my  fituation  in 
Htc,  will  be  thought  naturally  to 
wge  me  to  promote  mifery,  dif- 
VoL.  XXIII. 
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cord,  or  confufion  ;  or  to  exult  in 
the  fubverfion  of  order»  or  in  the 
ruin  of  property.  I  have  no  rea- 
fon to  contemplate  with  pleafure 
the  poverty  of  our  country,  the 
increafe  of  our  debts,  and  of  our 
taxes :  ,or  the  decay  of  our  com- 
merce— Truft  not,  however,  to  my 
report.  Refle£t,  compare,  and 
judge  for  yourfelvcs. 

But  under  all  thefe  difheartening 
circumftances,  h  could  yet  enter- 
tain a  chearful  hope,  and  under- 
take again  the  commiffion  with 
alacrity,  as  well  as  zeaJ,  if  I  could 
fee  any  efFeftual  fteps  taken  to  re- 
move the  original  caufe  of  the 
mifchief.  **  Then  would  there  be 
a  hope." 

Till  the  purity  of  the  conftitucnt 
body,  and  thereby  that  of  the 
reprefentative  be  reftored,  there  is 

NONE.  , 

While  the  eleftors  fell  their 
voices  to  the  member,  and  the 
member  diftrefTes  his  fortune  to 
buy  them,  parliament  will  be  the 
purchafe  of  the  minifter^  Parlia- 
ment-men will  find  ways  of  par- 
taking other  advantages  than 
merely  their  (hare  in  common  with 
you,  of  thofe  good  meafures  which 
they  (hall  promote,  and  of  thofe 
good  laws  which  they  fhall  ena£t 
for  your  government  and  their 
own  :  and  the  modern  improved 
arts  of  corruption,  by  contrafts, 
fubfcriptions,  and  jobs,  is  attended 
with  this  perverfe  and  vexatious 
confequence ;  that  their  benefit  is 
not  only  unconnected  with  four's, 
but  it  grows  upon  your  diftrefs. 
They  feed  on  the  expencc;  they 
fatten  on  every  extravagance  that 
art  and  ill  condu6l  can  engraft  on 
the  natural  difadvantages  of  a  re- 
mote, rafh,  ill-fated,  impolitic, 
and    unfuccefsful    war:    the    mi- 
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Bifter's  dired  interefl  (oay  his 
faft^ty)  mean  while,  requiring  him 
to  pu{h  the  defperate  game,  and 
even  in  felf-dcfence,  to  increafe 
that  very  eypence  which  is  his 
crime ;  to  entrench  himfelf  dill 
deeper  in  corruption,  and  by  head* 
long  and  unmeafured  extrava- 
gance, to  have  the  means  of  jufti- 
fying  to  the  faithful  Commons, 
his  former  mifmanageroent  and 
mifdeeds. — See  where  this  ends, 
but  forget  not  where  it  begins, 

I  am  led  here  very  naturally  to 
(peak  upon  the  fubjed  of  certain 
regulations,  which  have  been  the 
objed  of  your  late  aiTemblies  and 
deliberation3.  Indeed,  J  have 
brought  myfelf  to  this  matter  air 
mod  unavoidably,  but  not  unwil- 
linglv.  I  gladly  embrace  this  moft 
public  opportunity  of  delivering 
my  fentiments,  not  only  to  all  my 
conflituents,  buc  to  thofe  likewife, 
not  my  con^itnepts,  whom  yet  in 
the  large  fenfe  I  reprefent,  and  am 
faithfully  to  (crve ;  not  only  to 
twenty  thpufand,  my  eledors,  but 
to  hundreds  of  thoufands  in  the 
county  I  reprefent,  (to  go  no  far- 
ther) who  are  to  fuffer  under  the 
bad  conduct  of  parliament;  and 
of  declaring  my  intentions,  re- 
garding the  two  chief  articles  con- 
tained in  the  refolutions  agreed  to 
at  your  late  meetings;  I  mean, 
rendering  parliaments  triennial, 
and  adding  to  the  number  of  coun- 
ty reprefentatives, 

I  do  intend  to  giyc  my  voice, 
if  I  have  the  honour  of  continuing 
in  your  fervice,  for  the  change  of 
Septennial  parliaments.  And  this;^ 
DOC  beca&fe  I  am  fo  faneuine  as 
fome  are,  in  a  full  perfuaiton,  that 
it  will  be  a  cure  for  all  our  evils ; 
90,  nor  even  that  I  promife  my- 
felf it  will  bo  attended  with  any 
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fuch  fure  hope  of  conddef able  ad? 
vantage,  (at  leaft,  if  unaccom- 
panied by  fome  other  ileps  tending 
to  purify  the  fources  of  cle^ioa 
and  reprefentation)  but  chiefly, 
becaofe,  on  the  beiil:  information  I 
have  obuined,  I  have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve it  is  the  mind  and  defire  of  a 
very  large  number  of  my  confHtu- 
ents  :  this  Teeming  to  me  to  be  the 
one  point  (at  leaft  with  diftingnifhed 
preference)  on  which  the  fender, 
not  he  who  is  fent,  has  the  perfe^ 
rioht  to  judge;  and  that,  even  if 
after  all,  I  fhould  have  miftai^en 
their  general  fenfe,  it  will  be  at 
lead  the  fafer  error;  fince  there  i^ 
a  manifeft  difference  between  the 
obtruding  one's  felf  for  feven  years 
on  him  who  wiihes  to  have  hi^ 
choice* again  at  the  end  of  three; 
and  returning  for  his  approbation 
at  three ;  when  he  might  perhaps 
have  been  well  content  to  trull 
qne  for  fev^n.  ' 

I  have  a  momentary  pleafure  in 
adding  (efjpecially  when  fupported 
by  your  opinions)  that  I  am  willing 
to  flatter  myfelf,  rather  good  than 
evil  may  arife  from  the  change. 

'  But  I  look  upon  reftoring  eledlion 
and  reprefentation  in  fome  degree 
(for  I  exped  no  miracles)  to  their 
original  purity,  to  be  that,  with* 
out  which  all  other  efforts  will  be 
vain  and  ridiculous.  The  (enant- 
right,  or  good- will  of  a  lefife  of 
three  years,  is  as  faleable  as  that 
of  a  leafe  of  feven.  It  will  fin4 
it$  price  at  both  the  London  and 
country  markets.  It  will  b^  bought, 
it  will  be  fold.  The  member  will 
be  as  manageable,  if  the  confti- 
^uent  be  as  venal*  A^^  ^hey  will 
not  be  afraid  to  meet  at  market  as 
often  as  you  pleafe. 

The  adding  to  the  county  repre- 
fentation, if  by  110  nfeans  a  perfed 
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Cure,  feems  yet  to  me  to  be  the 
plaineft  and  beft  propofidoa  for 
this  parpofe,  that  has  yet  come 
under  roy  obfervation.  I  truft, 
likewife,  it  may  be  practicable. 
I  therefore  embrace  it,  qot  only 
from  A  deference  to  your  opinioD, 
but  with  an  apprpbation  of  my 
own.  Yet,  not  flattering  yoa,  that 
it  appears 'to  me  one  of  thofe  mat- 
ten  cafy  of  execution,  or  to  be 
done  with  a  thought ;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  more  complicated  (a»  it 
ij^ems  to  me  more  efFe£lual)  than 
the  Erft  mentioned  alteration.  But 
this  is  no  time  to  talk  of  fmall 
rubs,  or  difficulties.  If  fomething 
be  not  done,  you  may,  indeed, 
retail  the  outward  form,  of  your 
conftitatioD,  but  not  the  power 
thereof. 

For  it  is  *too  ferious  a  truth  to 
be  concealed,  and,  indeed,  it  is  too 
late  ferioufly  to  attempt  to  conceal 
it,  that  if  the  eleftors,  forgetting 
the  foleBin  duty  they  owe  to  the 
iQillion^  of  their  fellow- fubje&s, 
whofe  rights  they  are  in  the  firft 
ioftance  mtrufted  with :  if,  for- 
getting the  facred  truft  repofed  in 
them,  of  chooiing  thofe  whp  are 
to  govern  thofe  millions ;  if,  for- 
getting that  they  ^re  therefore  a 
fort  of  reprefentatives  of  all  the 
people  (who  would  be  too  nume- 
rous to  vote  themfelves) ;  I  fay^  if 
forgetting  thefe  things,  and  fhame- 
folly  prouituting  themfelves,  they 
are  become  fo  profligate  as  to  fell 
themfelves  and  their  country ;  let 
them  not  wonder  (nay,  fcarcely 
can  they  complain  without  fhame) 
if  thofe  whom  they  choofe,  imi- 
tating th^ir  conduct,  retail  daily 
thofe  rights  which  they  have 
bought,  whether  it  be  at  the  fep- 
tcnnial^  triennial^  or  annual  fairsj 


and  markets.    We  can  converfe' 
thus  without  a  blufli. 

Neither  time  permits,  nor  does 
propriety  allow  me  to  enter  into 
arguments  in  fapport  of  a  fenti*? 
ment  of -which  (much  I  think  to 
your  honour)  you  have  declared 
your  approbation,  fiat  although 
it  fuits  neither  the  time,  nor  tlie 
circomftance,  to  argue  and  debate, 
I  truft  you  will  not  think  I  am  out 
of  the  line  of  propriety,  of  duty, 
or  of  the  refped  I  owe  yoik,  in  that 
making  a  public  declaration  of 
my  opinions  and  .  intentions  ia 
matters  concerning  which,  after 
the  tender  J  have  made  of  my 
fervice,*  you  have  an  unqueflioA- 
able  right,  as  you  mufl  have  t 
natural  wifli,  to  be  informed. 

When  I  began  this  paper,  IJial 
reafon  to  believe  the  time  prefTed.;. 
I  was  fpon  confirmed  in  what  I  ha4 
heard.  It  was  become  material  to 
addrefs  yoi{  quickly,  if  at  all:  bo^ 
although  what  I  have  written  haa 
been  the  work  of  a  few  hours,  do 
not  think  that  the  matter  has  not 
again  and  again  been  the  fubjeft 
oF  deliberate  thought.  I  fliould 
not  have  dared  to  have  prefented 
yon  with  crude  and  Hndigefled 
ideas,  or  the  fancy  of  a  moment: 
but,  on  the  other  h^nd,  fo  inat- 
tentive have  J  been  to  the  advan- 
tages this  addrefs  might  receive, 
in  its  form,  from  the  affiftance  of 
abler  perfons  than  myfelf,  that  I 
venture  to  fubmit  it  thus  publicly 
to  you,  without  the  opportunity  of 
communicating  it  to  thofe  whofe 
principles,  judgment,  and  line  o£ 
condudl  in  the  public  walk,  I  have 
been  habituated  to  look  up  to  with 
high  refpedt  and  efleem. 

My  buflnefs  is  not  to  write  ably 
to  you>  but  to  write  vfUf\  fincerity. 
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The  relttion  that  ftands^  now  be. 
tween  us,  gives  yoa  a  right,  if  I 
mtf  fo  fpeak,  to  my  unmended 
ientiments;  and  I  willingly  fob* 
mit  every  defed  to  voar  eenfure, 
rather  than  be  fappoied  to  afe  ma- 
nagement and  art,  or  to-  confolt 
what  is  conformable  to  perfonal  or 
party  confiderations,  inftead  of  that 
whidi  unbridled  truth  (according 
to  my  concepdoB  of  it)  requires  of 
nie.  What  farther  ftet>s  may  be  in 
contemplation  towaras  obtaining 
the  landable  objed  of  our  wiflies, 
I  do  not  know :  but  it  is  not  pro- 
bable that  what  has  lately  anfen 
wfll  flacken  the  xeal  of  thofe  who 
have  already  ftepped  forward  in 
the  bufinefi.  Witn  that  idea  upon 
my  mindy  it  is  impoffible  for  me 
to  conclude  without  expreffing  an 
•ameft  sn(h,  that  whatever  is 
.  thought  of  may  be  purfued  with 
that  true  fpirit  of  firmnefs  and 
jBQdcration,  which  belongs  to  the 
caufe  rf  juftice;  and  above  all, 
jdi^t  by  every  means  that  can  be 


devifed,  a  good  underftanding  and 
union  may  be  infured  aniongft 
refpe£bable  men  of  all  ranks  and 
deicriptions,  who  agree  in  the 
main^  principles  of  liberty  ;  al- 
though there  mav  be  (hades  of  dif- 
ierence  in  fmaller  points,  or  in 
matters  not  calling  for  immedfate 
difcoflion.  Indeed,  you  will  find 
it  true  wifdom,  and  a  very  hon- 
ourable j^licy,  to  ftrengthcn  the 
caufe  or  your  country  with  every 
honeft  aid  that  can  be  obtained.— 
No  public  caufe  was  ever  carried 
by  divided  efforts. 

Till  I  have  the  honour  of  meec- 
ing  you  in  the  exercife  of  the  great 
and  refpeAablefunAion  of  cbooiing 
your  reprefentatives,  I  beg  leave 
to  fubfcribe  myfelf.  Gentlemen, 
with  perfect  refpeA,  and  a  remem- 
brance of  all  your  kindnefs» 

Your  moft  obliged,  . 
and  faithful  humble  fervant, 
G.  SAV11.1.B. 
NiWCMfih  iifcn  Tym,  Stfu  5,  178a. 
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CbaraSier  and  Manners  tf  the  Vene- 
tians. From  a  Fiewj  of  Society 
and  Manners  in  Italy,  ly  Dr, 
Moore. 

I  A  M  very  fenfible,  that  it  re- 
quires a  longer  refidence  at 
Venice,  and  better  opportunities 
than  I  have  had>  to  enable  me  to 

five  a  charader  of  the  Venetians, 
at  were  I  to  form  an  idea  of  c hem 
from  what  I  have  feen,  I  Ihould 
paint  them  as  a  lively  ingenious 
people,  extravagantly  fond  of  pub- 
lic amufements,  with  an  uncom- 
mon relifli  for  humour,  and  yet 
more  attached  to  the  real  enjoy- 
ments of  life,  than  to  thofe  which 
depend  on  oilentation,  and  pro- 
ceed from  vanity. 

The  common  people  of  Venice 
difplay  fomc  qualities  very  rarely 
to  be  found  in  that  fphere  of  life, 
being  remarkably  fober,  obliging 
to  Grangers,  and  gentle  in  their 
intercourfe  with  each  other.  The 
Venetians  in  general  are  tall  and 
well  made.  Though  equally  ro- 
hnik,  they  are  not  fo  corpulent  as 
the  Germans.  The^  latter  alfb 
are  of  fair  complexions,  with  light- 
grey  or  blue  eyes ;  whereas  the 
Venetians  are  for  the  mod  part  of 
a  ruddy  brown  colour,  with  dark 
eyes.  You  meet  in  the  ftreets  of 
Venice  many  fine  manly  counte- 
nances, refembling  thofe  tranfmic- 
VoL.  XXIIL 


ted.  to  tts  by  the  pencils  of  Paul 
Veronefe  and  Titian.  The  wo- 
men are  of  a  fine  fliJe  of  counte- 
nance, with  expreflive  features^ 
and  a  ikin  of  a  rich  carnation. 
They  drefi  their  hair  in  a  fanciful 
manner,  which  becomes  them  very 
much.  They  arc  of  an  cafy  ad- 
drefs,  and  have  no  averfion  to  cul- 
tivating an  acquaintance  with  thofe 
ftrangers,  who  ar^  pref^nted  to 
them  by  their  relations,  or  have 
been  properly  recommended. 

Strangers  are  under  Jefs  reftrainc 
here,  in  many  particulars,  thaa 
the  native  inhabitants.  I  have 
known  fome,  who,  after  having 
tried  moft  of  the  capitals  of  Eu- 
rope^ have  preferred  to  live  at  Ve- 
nice, on  account  of  the  variety  of 
amufements,  the  gentle  manners 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  per- 
fect freedom  allowed  in  ever/ 
thing,  except  in  blaming  the  mea- 
fures  of  government.  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned  in  what  manner 
the  Venetians  are  in  danger  of 
being  treated  who  give  themfelves 
that  liberty.  When  a  ftranger  Is 
fo  imprudent  as  to  declaim  againil 
the  form  or  the  meafares  of  go- 
vernment, he  will  either  receive 
a  meflage  to  leave  the  territories 
of  the  ftace,  or  one  of  the  Sbirri 
will  be  fent  to  accompany  him  to 
the  Pope's  or  the  Emperor's  do- 
minions* 
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The  houfes  are  thought  incon* 
venicnc  by  many  of  the  Englifh; 
they  are  better  calculated,  how- 
ever, for  the  climate  of-Italy,  than 
if  they  were  built  according  to  the 
London  model,  which,  I  loppore, 
is  the  plan  thofe  critics  approve. 
The  floors  are  of  a  kind  of  red 
plaifter,  with  a  brilliant  glofly  fur- 
face,  much  more  beautiful  than 
wood,  and  far  preferable  in  cafe 
p{  hre,  whofe  progre£i  they  are 
calculated  to  check. 

The  principal  apartments  are 
oa  the  fecond  floor.  The  Vene- 
tians feldom  inhabit  the  firll, 
which  is  often  intirely  filled  with 
lumber :  perhaps,  they  prefer  the 
itrcond,  becaufe  it  is  farthcft  re- 
moved from  the  rooiflure  of  the 
lakes ;  or  perhaps  they  prefer  it, 
becaufe  it  is  better  lighred^  and 
more  cheerful  ;  or  they  may  have 
fome  better  reafon  for  this  prefer- 
ence than  I  am  acquainted  with, 
or  can  imagine.  Though  the  in- 
habitants of  Great  Britain  make 
ufe  of  the  firH  fbors  for  their  chief 
apartments,  this  does  not  form  a 
complete  demonfb-ation  that  the 
Venetians  are  in  the  wrong  for 
^preferring  the  fecond.  When  an 
^  acute  fenfrble  people  vniverfally 
follow  one  cuftom,  in  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  conveniency,  however  ab- 
furd  that  cuitom  may  appear  in 
the  eyes  of  a  ftrangerat  irSt  fight, 
it  will  generally  be  found,  that 
there  is  fome  rtn)  advantage  in  it, 
which  compen fates  dll  the  appa- 
rent inconvcaiences, 

I  had  got,  I  don't  know  how^ 
the  moil  contemptuous  opinion 
of  the  Italian  drama.  X  had  been 
told,  there  was  not  a  tolerable 
ador  at  prefent  in  Italy,  and  I 
had  been  long  taught  to  con  fid er 
heir  comedy  as  the  moil  defpica- 


ble  fluff  in  the  world,  which  could 
not  am  ufe,  or  even  draw  a  fmile 
from,  any  perfon  of  taflc,  being 
quite  deftitute  of  true  humoqr, 
full  of  ribaldry,  and  only  proper 
for  the  meanell  of  the  vulvar.  Ixn- 
prefTed  with  thefe  fentimcnts,  and 
eager  to  give  his  Grace  a  full  de- 
mon (Iration  of  their  juftnefs,  I  a^ 
companied  the  D —  of  H—  to 
the  ilage-box  of  one  of  the  play- 
houfes  the  very  day  of  our  arrival 
at  Venice, 

The  piece  was  a  comedy,  and 
'the  moll  entertaining  charadler  in 
it  was  that  of  a  man  who  fluttered* 
In  this  defedl,  and  in  the  £«gu- 
lar  grimaces  with  which  the  actor 
accompanied  it,  confifted  a  great 
part  of  the  amufemeot. 

Difgufled  at  (uch  a  pitifat  fub- 
ftitotion  for  wit  and  humoor,  I 
expreifed  a  contempt  for  an  au- 
dience which  could  be  entertained 
by  fttch  buffoonery,  and  who 
could  take  pleafure  in  the  exhibi- 
tion of  a  natural  infirmity. 

While  we  inwardly  indulged 
fentimcnts  of  felf.approbation»  oa 
account  of  the  refinement  aiid  Tu. 
periority  of  our  own  tafle,  and 
fup()orted  the  dignity  of  thofc 
feuiimeots  by  a  difdainful  gra- 
vity of  countenance,  the  Hutierer 
was  giving  a  piece  of  information 
to  harlequin*  which  greatly  ia- 
terefled  him,  and  to  which  he  lif- 
tctied  with  every  mark  of  eager- 
nefs.  This  •nfortunate  fprak>er 
had  juft  arrived  at  the  moll  im,- 
pociaot  part  of  his  narrative,  which 
wa»,  to  acquaint  the  tmpau^ot 
liilener  where  his  midreCs  was  coo- 
ceakd,  when  he  unluckily  ftan»- 
bied  om  a  word  of  fix  or  feven  iyl- 
lables,  which  completely  obllrudled 
the  progreG  of  his  narration-  Hr 
attempted  it  again  and  a^ain^  biu 
alwayi 
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alwrays  withoot  foccefs.     Yoa  may 
have  obierved  that,  thoag^  many 
other    words    woutd   explain    his 
meaning  equally  weH,  you  may  as 
foon  make  a  faint  change  his  reli- 
gion, as  prevail  on  a  ftutcerer  to 
accept  of  another  word  in  place  of 
that  at  which    he  has  ftambled. 
He  adheres  to  his  firft  word  to  the 
iail,  add  will  fooner  expire  with 
it  in  his  throat,  than  give  it  tip  for 
amy  other  yoa  may  otter.     Harle- 
quin,   on    the    prefent    occaAon, 
prefented  his  friend  with  a  dozen  ; 
but  he  rfjefted  them  all  with  dif- 
daio,  and  periifted  in  his  unfuc- 
cefsful  attempts  on    that,   which 
had   firft  come  in   his  way.     At 
length,  making  a  defperate  effort, 
when  all  the  fpedators  were  gap- 
ing in  expe^cioh  of  his  fafe  de- 
livery,  the  cruel  word  came  up 
with  its  broad  fide  fore m oft,  and 
ftuck  dirediy  acrofs  the  unhappy 
man's  wind-pipe.     He  gaped,  and 
panted,    and    croaked ;    his    faccv 
£alhed,  and  his  eyes  feemed  ready 
to  ftart  from   his  head.      Harle- 
quin   unbuttoned    the    ftutcerer*s 
waiftcoat,    and    the  neck  of   his 
fhirt;  he  fanned  his  face  with  his 
cap,  and  held  a  bottle  of  harc(horn 
to  his  nofe.     At  length,  fearing 
his  patient  would  expire,    before 
he  could  give  the  desired  intelli- 
gence, ill  a  fit  of  defpair  he  pitch^o 
cd  his  head  full  in  the  dying  mail's 
fiomach,  and  the  word  botied  out 
of  his  mouth  to  the  moil  diftant 
part  of  the  houfe< 

This  was  performed  in  a  manner 
(o  perfect ly  droll,  and  the  hu* 
morons  abfurdity  of  the  expedirnt 
came  fo  nnexpedediy  upon  me, 
that  I  immediately  burft  into  a 
moft  exceffive  fit  of  laughter,  in 
which  I  was  accompanied  b^  the 
J)^,  and  by  your  youiff  uiend 


Jack,  who  was  along  with  ns ; 
and  our  laughter  continued  in 
fuch  loud,  Violent,  and  repeated 
fits,  that  the  attention  of  the  au- 
dience being  turned  from  the  ftagd 
to  our  box,  occafioned  a  renewal 
of  the  mirth  all  over  the  playhoufe 
with  greater  vociferation  than  a( 
firft. 

The  number  of  playhonfes  in 
Venice  is  very  extraordinary,  con- 
fidering^the  fize  of  the  town,  which 
is  not  thought  to  contain  abovei 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
inhabitants,  yet  there  are  eight 
or  nine  theatres  here,  including 
the  opera-houies.  Yoa  pay  a  trifle 
at  the  door  fof  admittance;  chia 
entitles  you  to  go  into  th^  pit. 
where  yoa  may  look  about^  and 
determine  what  pare  of  the  houft 
yon  will  fie  in.  There  arc  rowi 
of  chairs  placed  in  the  fronc  of  thci 
pit,  next  the  orchedra ;  the  feats 
of  thefe  chairs  are  folded  to  theif 
backs,  and  faffened  by  a  lock: 
Thole  who  choofe  to  take  them^ 
pay  a  little  more  money  to  the 
door-keeper,  who  immediately  un- 
locks Che  feat.  Wery  decent-look- 
ing people  occupy  thefe  chairs  | 
but  the  back  part  of  the  pit  is  filled 
with  footmen  and  gondoleers,  ia 
their  common  working  clothes. 
The  nobility,  and  better  fort  of 
citizens,  have  boxes  retained  for 
the  year ;  but  there  are  always  a 
fafTici^nt  number  to  be  let  to 
flrangers  i  the  price  of  thofe  va- 
ries every  night,  according  to  the 
feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  piece 
aacd.  ^ 

A  Venetian  playhonfe  has  a  dif- 
mal  appearance  in  the  eyes  of  peo- , 
.  pie  accuftomed  to  the  brilliancy  ot 
thofe  of  Londoii.  Many  of  the 
boxes  are'  fo  dark,  that  the  faces 
of  the  company  in  them  oan  hardly 
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be  diftingui(hed  at  a  little  diflance, 
even    when    they    do    not    wear 
maflcs.     The  ftage,    however,    is 
well  illuminated,  i'o  that  the  peo- 
ple in  the  bopces  can  fee,  perff^ly 
well,  every  thing  that  is  tranfaded 
there ;    and  when  they  choofe  to 
be    feen    themfelvcs,    they    order 
lights  into  their  boxes.     Between 
the  a£bs  you  fometimes  fee  ladies 
walking  about^  with  their  Cava- 
lieri  Serventes,  in  the  back   part 
of  tihe  pit,  when  it  is  not  crowded. 
As  they  are  maiked,  they  do  not 
fcruple   to   reconnoitre   the   com- 
pany,  with    their    fpying-glaffes, 
from  this  place:    when  the   play 
.begins,  they  return  to  their  boxes. 
This  continual  moving  about  from 
box  to  box,  and  between  the  boxes 
and  the  pit,  mud  create  fomecon^ 
fufion,  and,  no  doubt,  is  difagrec- 
able  to  thofe  who  attend  merely  on 
account  of  the  piece.    There  muft, 
however,  be  found  fome  douctur  in 
the  midll  of  all  this  obfcurity  and 
confufion,  which,  in   the  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  the  audience, 
overbalances  thefe  obvious  incon- 
veniences. 

'  The  oiulic  of  the  opera  here 
1$^  reckoned  as  fine  as  in  any  town 
in  Italy;  and,  at  any  rate,  is  far 
fuperior  to  the  praife  of  fo  very 
poor  a  judge  as  I  am.  The  dra- 
matic and  poetical  parts  of  thofc 
pieces  are  little  regarded  ;  the  poet 
is  allowed  to  indulge  himfelf  in  as 
many  anachroniims,  and  other  in- 
confillencies,  as  he  pieafes.  Pro- 
vided the  mufic  receives  the  ap- 
probation of  the  critic's  car,  his 
judgment  is  not  offended  with  any 
abfurdiries  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
xompofition.  The  celebrated  Me- 
tafVafio  has  difdained  to  avail  him- 
felf of  this  indulgence  in  hit 
operas,   which  are   iiue  dramatic 


compofjtions.  He  has  prcfcrved 
the  alliance  which  ought  always 
to  fubfift  between  fenfe  and  mufic. 

At  the  comic  opfra  I  have  fome- 
times feen  adlion  aione  excite  the 
hi^heft  applaufe,  independent  of 
either  the  poetry  or  the  mufic.  [ 
f3w  a  duo  performed  by  an  old 
man  and  a  young  woman,  Atp- 
pofed  to  be  his  daughter,  in  fuch 
an  humorous  manner,  as  drew  an 
univerfal  tncora  from  the  fpcda- 
tors.  The  merit  of  the  mufical 
part  of  the  compofiiion,  I  was 
told,  was  but  very  moderate,  and 
as  for  the  fentiment  you  iball 
judge. 

The  father  informs  his  daugh- 
ter, in  a  fong,  that  he  has  foond 
an  excellent  match  for  her ;  who, 
befides  being  rich,  and  \^ry  pru- 
dent, and  not  too  young,  was  over 
and  above  a  particular  friend  of 
his  own,  and  in  perfon  and  difpo- 
fition,  much  fuch  a  man  as  him- 
felf; he  concludes,  by  telling 
her,  that  the  ceremony  will  be 
performed  next  day.  She  thanks 
him,  in  the  gayefl  air  poffibIe>  for 
his  obliging  intentions,  addinir, 
that  (he  fhould  have  been  glad  rd 
have  fhewn  her  implicit  obedience 
to  his  commands,  provided  there 
had  been  any  chance  of  the  man's 
being  to  Iver  talle  ;  but  as,  from 
the  account  he  had  given,  there 
could  be  none,  the  declares  fbe 
will  not  mnrry  him  next  day,  and 
adds,  with  a  ^i^try  long  quaver,  that 
if  (he  were  to  live  lo  ttemhy  (he 
fliould  continue  of  the  fame  opi- 
nion. The  father,  in  a  violent 
rage,  tells  her,  that  in ftead  of  to- 
morrow, the  marriage  (hould  take 
place  that  very  day  ;  to  which 
Ihe  replies,  non  :  he  rejoins,  fi  ; 
ihc,  con,  non;  he,  fi,  fi ;  the 
daughter,  uon,  uon,  Don  ;  the  f*- 
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ther,  ^,  {i,  Ci;  and  (o  the  finging 
continues  for  five  or  fix  mi  notes. 
You  pprceivc  there  is  nothing 
marvel louily  witty  in  this ;  and 
for  a  daughter  to  be  of  a  different 
opinion  from  her  father,  in  the 
choice  of  a  hufband,  is  not  a  very 
new  dramatic  incident.  Well,  I 
told  you  the  duo  was  encored— 
they  immediately  performed  it  a 
fecond  tioie,  and  with  more  hu- 
mour than  the  firft.  The  whole 
houfe  vociferated  for  it  again  ;  and 
Ic  was  fung  a  third  time  m  a  man- 
ner equally  pleiifant,  and  yet  per- 
£c€tly  different  from  any  of  t}ie 
former  two. 

I  thought  the  houfe  would  have 
been  brought  down  about  our 
ears,  fo  extravagant  were  the  teili- 
monies  of  approbation. 

The  two  a&ors  were  obliged  to 
appear  again,  and  fing  this  duo  a 
fourth  rime;  which  they  executed 
in  a  ftyle  fo  new,  fo  natural,  and 
fo  exquiiitely  droll;  that  the  au- 
dience now  thou^^ht  there  had 
been  fomething  deficient  in  all 
their  former  performances,  and 
that  they  had  hit  on  the  true  comic 
only  this  laft  time. 

Some  people  began  to  call  for 
it  again;  but  the  old  man,  now 
quite  exbauitedv  begged  for  mer- 
cy; on  which  the  point  was  given 
up.  I  never  before  had  any  idea 
that  fuch  ftrong  comic  powers  could 
have  been  difplayed  in  the  finging 
of  a  fong. 

Though  the  Venetian  govern- 
ment is  ftill  under  the  influence 
of  jealoufy,  that  gloomy  daemon 
is  now  entirely  banifhed  from  the 
bofoms  of  individaals.  Inftead  of 
the  confinement  in  which  women 
were  formerly  kept  at  Venice,  they 
now  enjoy  a  degree  of  freedom  un- 
known even  at  Paris.     Of  the  (wo 


extremes,  '  the     prefent,    without 
doubt,  is  the  preferable. 

Along  with  jealoufy,  poijou  and 
the^//e//0  have  been  banifhed  fromr 
Venetian  gallantry,  and  the  inno- 
cent mafk  is  fubftituted  in  their 
placet.  According  to  the  beft  in- 
formation I  have  received,  this 
fame  mafk  is  a  much  more  inno- 
cent matter  than  is  generally  ima- 
gined. In  general  it  is  not  in- 
tended to  conceal  the  perfon  who 
wears  it,  but  only  ufed  as  an  apo- 
logy for  his  not  being  in  full  drefs. 
With  a  mafk  fluck  in  the  hat,  and 
a  kind  of  black  mantle,  trimmed 
with  lace  of  the  fame  colour,  over 
the  fhoulders,  a  man  is  fufHciently 
dreffed  for  any  afTembly  at  Ve- 
nice. 

Thofe  who  walk  the  ftreets,  or 
go  to  the  piayhoufes  with  mafki 
a&ually  covering  their  faces,  arft 
eitiier  engaged  in  fome  love  in- 
trigue, or  would  have  the  fpe£la- 
tors  think  fo;  for  this  is  a  piece 
of  afFedtation  which  prevails  here, 
as  well  as  elfewhere ;  and  I  have 
been  affured,  by  thofe  who  have 
reiided  many  years  at  Venice,  that 
r^ji^i/ gentlemen,  who  are  fond  of 
the  reputation,  though  they  fhrink 
from  the  cataftrophe,  of  -  an  in- 
trigue, are  no  uncommon  charac- 
ters here ;  and  I  believe  it  the 
more  readily,  becaufe  I  daily  fee 
many  feeble  gentlemen  totering 
about  in  mafk:>,  for  whom  a  bafon 
of  warm  ref^orative  foup.ieems 
more  expedient  than  the  '  mof^ 
beautiful  woman  in  Venice. 

One  evening  at  St.  Mark's 
place,' when  a  gtntl«*man  of  my 
acquaintance  was  giving  an  ac- 
count of  this  curious  piece  of.  af- 
fectation, he  delired  me  to  take  no- 
tice of  a  Venetian  noblemaa  of  his 
acqaaiotance,  who,  with  an  air 
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oi  myttery,  was  coada£ling  a  fe- 
male  maflc  into  kis  \caffino.  M^ 
acquaintance  knew  kirn  perfedly 
well,  and  aflored  me,  he  was  eke 
nod  innocent  creature  wick  women 
ke  kad  ever  been  acqqainted  wick. 
Wken  tkis  galtant  perfon  perceiv- 
ed tkat  we  were  looking  at  kim, 
kis  maft  fell  to  tke  ground,  as  if 
by  accident ;  and  after  we  kad  got 
a  complete  view  of  kis  coante- 
nance,  ke  put  it  on  witk  muck 
buny,  and  immediately  rafhed, 
witk  kis  partner,  into  tke  caflino. 

I— Fu^t  ad  falices^  fed  (e  cupi't  ante  vid^ti. 

You  kave  keard,  no  doubt,  of 
tkofe  little  apartments,  near  ^t. 
Mask's  place,  called  cafiinos. 
They  kave  tke  misfortune  to  la- 
boar  under  a  very  bad  reputation  $ 
they  are  accufed  of  being  temples 
entirely  con fecra ted  co  lawlefs  love, 
and  a  thoufand  fcandalous  tales  are 
fold  to  ftrangers  concerning  tkem. 
Tkofe  tales  are  certainly  not  be- 
lieved by  tke  Venetians  tkem- 
fclvcs,  tke  proof  of  wkick  is,  that 
tke  caffifios  are  allowed  to  exift  > 
fof  {  bold  it  perfetflly  abfurd  to 
imagine,  that  men  would  (ufhr 
their  wives  to  enter  fuch  phcrs,  if 
they  were  not  convinced  that  thoie 
Hories  were  iil-fcundi^d  ;  nor  can 
I  believe,  afcer  all  wc  kave  heard 
of  tke  profligacy  of  Venetian  man- 
ners, tkat  women,  even  of  indif- 
ferent reputations,  would  attend 
cafiinos  in  the  open  manner  they 
do,  if  it  were  underiiood  that  .-rore 
liberties  were  tak<»n  with  tkem 
there  than  clfewhere. 

The  opening  before  St.  Mark's 
church  is  the  only  plac^  im  V.nice 
where  a  great  r.umb^r  uf  o^oyU 
can  sfi*  mble.  It  is  th-  t  ftiiow 
to  w  Ik  hf-e  a  great  pd:r  or  :ii^ 
fypaing,  to  cpj*.^  the  in^Uc,  ati4 
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otker  amufements;  and  although 
tkcre  are  colFee-houfes,  and  Vene- 
tian manners  permit  ladies,  as 
Well  as  gencienien,  to  frequent 
tkem^  yet  it  was  natural  for  tke  no- 
ble and  mod  weahky  to  preler  lit- 
tle apartnlent»of  tkeirown,  wkere, 
without  being  expofed  tointrufion, 
ikcy  may  entertain  a  few  friends 
in  a  more  eafy  and  ur.ceremonioua 
manner  tkan  tkev  could  do  at  tkeir 
palaces.  Infteaa  of  going  kome 
to  a  formal  fupper,  and  returning 
afterwards  to  tkis  place  of  amufe- 
meet,  they  order  coilee,  lemonade, 
fr\^it,  and  otker  refreffiments^  to 
the  cai&no. 

Tkat  tkofe  little  apartmenta 
may  be  occaiionally  ufed  for  tke 
purpofes  of  intrigue,  is  not  im- 
probable $  but  that  this  is  tke  or- 
dinary and  avowed  purpofe  for 
wkick  they  are  frequented  i$,  of 
all  thin-'s,  the  leaft  credible, 

Sonne  writers  who  have  defcribetl 
tke  manners  of  the  Venetians,  as 
more  profligate  than  tkofe  of  otker 
nations,  afl'ert  at  tke  fame  time, 
tkat  the  government  encourages 
tkis  profligacy,  to  relax  and  dim- 
pate  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
prevent  their  planning,  or  at- 
tempting, any  thing  againft  tk^ 
conftitution.  Were  tkis  tke  cafe, 
it  could  not  be  denied,  tkat  tke 
Venetian  legislators  difplay  tkeir 
patriotifm  in  a  very  extraordinary 
manner,  and  kave  fallen  upon  as 
extraordinary  n.eans  of  rendering 
their  people  good  fubje6>s.  They 
fif  ft  eredt  a  dtrfpotic  court  to  guard 
the  public  liberty,  and  next  they 
corrupt  tne  morals  of  tke  people, 
to  keep  them  from  plotting  aga:nft 
the  ftaie.  This  lail  piece  of  re- 
finement, however,  is  no  more 
than  a  conjedlure  of  fome  theoreti- 
cal politiciam^    wko  are   apt   to 
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take  fa£U  for  grtated,  withoat  M- 
£cienc  proofs  and  afterwards  difphiy 
iheir  iogeouity  in  accounting  for 
them.  Tkac  the  Vrnedans  wt^ 
more  given  to  fenfual  pleafbrts 
than  the  inhabitants  of  London, 
Paris,  or  Berlin,  I  imaftne  will  be 
difficult  to  prove ;.  hut  as  the  Baoe 
inquiiitors  do  not  thini^  proper, 
and  the  eodefiaftical  are  not  allow- 
ed, to  interfere  in  affairs  o(  gal- 
lan4ry ;  as  a  great  number  of 
fir&Dgcrs  allbmble  twice  or  riiricae 
a  year  at  Venice,  merely  ior  the 
fnice  of  amufement ;  and»  above 
all,  as  it  ir  the  cuftocn  to  go  about 
in  maflts,  an  idea  prevails,  that 
the  manners  are  mote  licentiooa 
here  than  elfewhere. 


0/  ihe  Mfdem  Remans.     From  tbt 
fame. 

IN  their  external  depertment, 
the  Italiams  have  a  grave  folem- 
nity  of  manner,  which  is  fome- 
times  thought  to  arife  from  a  na- 
taral  gloom  tfiefs  of  difpofition. 
The  French,  above  all  other  na- 
tions, are  apt  to  i-mpatc  to  melan- 
choly, the  icdate  ferious  air  whkh 
accompanies  reiledion. 

Though  ia  the  pulpit,  on  the 
theatre,  and  even  ii|  common  con- 
verfation,  the  Italians  make  ufe  of 
a  great  deal  of  adiouj^  yet  Italian 
vivacity  is  different  from  French  ; 
the  former  proceeds  from  fenfibi- 
iity,  the  latter  from  animal  fpirits. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  country 
'  have  not  thebriik  look,  and  elaf- 
tic  trip,  which  is  untverfal  in 
France^  they  mofe  rather  with  a 
flow  compofed  pace  :  their  fpines 
never  having  been  forced  into  a 
^raight  line,  retain  the  naetoral, 
b^nd ;  lukd  tjxe  pet^  of  the  190ft 


£ni(hed  £afliiott»  as.wcU  ta  the  nc 
glefled  vulgar,  fecm  to  prefer  the 
unconiirained  altitude  of  the  Anti- 
nous,  and  other  antique  ftatues,  to 
the  artificial  graces  of  a  French 
dancing- mailer,  or.  the  creA  ftrut 
of  a  German  fojdier.  I  imagine 
I  perceive  a  great  refemblance  be- 
tween many  of  the  living  counte- 
nances I  fee  daily,  and  the  fea- 
tures of  the  ancient  bu/ls  an<i  fta- 
tues;  which  leads  me  to  believe, 
that  there  are  a  greater  number  of 
the  genuine  defcendants  of  the  old 
Romans  in  Italy,  than  is  generally 
imagined. 

I  am  often  ftruck  with  the  fine 
chara&er  of  countenance  to  be 
feen  in  the  Hreetsof  Rome.  I  ne- 
ver faw  features  more  expreffive  of 
reflexion,  ienie,  and  geoios ;  in 
the  very  lowed  ranks  there  ane 
countenances  which  announce 
minds  fit  for  the.higheft  and  moCt 
important  fituations ;  and  we  can- 
not help  regretting,  that  thofe  to 
whom  they  belong,  have  not  re- 
ceived an  education  adequate  to 
the  natural  abilities  we  are  con- 
vinced they  poiTefs,  and  been 
placed  where  thefe  abilities  could 
be  brought  into  a£iion. 

Of  all  the  countries  in  Europe, 
Switzerland  is  that,  in  which  the 
beauties  of  nature  appear  in  the 
greateft  variety  of  forms  and  on 
die  moft  magnificent  fcale ;  in  that 
country,  therefore,  the  young  land- 
fcape  painter  has  the  bed  chance  of 
>feizing  die  mod  fublime  ideas: 
but  luly  is  the  bed  fchod  for  the 
hiftory  painter,  not  only  on  ac* 
count  of  its  being  enriched  with 
the  Vbrorks  of  the  greatefi  maders, 
and  the  nobled  models  of  otique 
fculptare ;  but  alfo  on  account  of 
the  ^^t  expreifive  dyle  of  the  Ita<- 
lian  coontenauor. 
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Straogersy  on  their  arrival  at 
Rome,  form  uq  high  idea  of  the 
beauty  -  of  the  Roman  women, 
from  the  fpecimens  they  fee  in  the 
faihionable  circles  to  which  they  are 
firH  introduced.  Inhere  are  fome 
exceptions ;  but  in  general  it  muft 
be  acknowledged,  that  the  pre-  . 
ient  race  of  women  of  high  rank, 
are  more  diftinguiflied  by  their 
other  ornaments,  than  by  their 
beauty.  ,  Among  the  citizens, 
however,  and  in  the  lower  claiTes, 
you  frequently  meet  with  the  molt 
beautiful  countenances.  Fbr  a 
brilliant  r^'d  and  white,  and  all  the 
charms  of  complexion,  no  women 
are  equal  to  the  Englifh.  l(  a 
hundred,  or  any  greater*  number, 
of  Englilh  women  were  taken  at 
random,  and  compared '  with  the 
fame  number  of  the  wives  and 
daughters  of  the  citizens  of  Rome, 
I  am  convinced,  that  ninety  of  the 
Englifh  would  be  found  handfomer 
than  ninety  of  the  Romans;  bat 
the  probability  is,  that  two  or 
three  in  the  hundied  Italians, 
would  have  finer  countenances 
than  any  of  the  EngliOi.  Englifh 
beauty  is  more  remarkable  in  the 
country,  than  in  towns;  the  pea- 
fan  try  of  no  country  in  Europe 
can  Hand  a  comparifon,  in  point 
of  looks,  with  thofe  of  England, 
That  race  of  people  have  the  con- 
veniencies  of  life  in  no  other  coun- 
try in  fuch  perfeAion ;  they  are 
no  where  fo  well  fed,  fo  well  de- 
fended from  the  injuries  of  the 
feafons;  and  no  where  elfe  do 
they  keep  themfelves  fo  perfe£lly 
clean,  and  free  from  all  the  vili- 
fying ciFedts  of  dirt.  The  Englifh 
country  girls,  taken  toUedlively, 
are,  unqueftionably,  the  hand- 
fomeft  in  the  world.  The  female 
peafauts  of  moft  .other  CQuntries^ 
■  i' 


indeed,  are  fo  hard  worked,  fb  ilf 
fed,  fo  much  canned  by  the  Ton, 
and  fo  dirty,  that  it  is  difncult  to 
'kfiow  whether  they  have  any.  beau- 
ty 6r  not.  Yet  I  have  been  in- 
formed, by  ibme  amateurs,  fince 
J  c?me  here,  that,  in  fpite  of  all 
thefe  di  fad  van  cages,  they  {bme- 
times  find,  among  the  Italian  pea- 
fantry,  countenances  highly  in- 
terefling,  and  which  the v  prefer 
to  all  the  cherry  cheeks  of  Laaca* 
ihire. 

Beauty,  doubtlefs,  is  infinitely 
varied  ;  and  happil)r  for  mankind, 
their  cades  ana  opinions,  on  the 
fubjedt,  are  equally  various.  Noc- 
withilanding  this  variety,  how- 
ever, a  ftyle  of  face,  in  fome  mea- 
fure  peculiar  to  its  own  inhabi- 
tants, has  been  found  to  prevail  in 
each  different  nation  of^  Europe. 
This  peculiar  countenance  is  again 
greatly  varied,  and  marked  with 
every  degree  of  difcrimination  be- 
tween che  extremes  of  beauty  and 
uglinefs.  I  will  give  you  a  flcetch 
of  the  general  ftyle  of  the  moft 
beautiful  female  heads  in  this 
country,  from  which  yon  may 
juJge  whether  they  are  to  yonr 
tafte  or  not. 

A  great  profufion  of  dark  hair, 
which  (cems  to  encroach  upon  the 
forehead,  rendering  it  fhorc  and 
narrow  ;  the  nofe  generally  either 
aquiline,  or  continued  in  a  fbaighc 
line  from  the  lower  part  of  the 
brow  ;  a  full  and  fhort  upper  lip ; 
(by  the  way,  nothing  has  a  worfe 
effed  on  a  countenance,  than  a 
large  interval  between  the  nofe 
and  mouth;)  the  eyes  are  large, 
and  of  a  fparkling  black.  The 
black  eye  certainly  labours  under 
one  difad vantage,  which  is,  that* 
from  the  iris  and  pupil  being  of 
the  fame  coloHTj  the  contra^on 
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and  dilitation  of  the  latter  is  not 
feen,  by  which  the  eye  is  abridged 
of  half  its  powers.  Yet  the  Ita- 
lian eye  is  wonderfully  expreffive ; 
fome  people  think  it  fays  too 
much.  The  complexion,  for  the 
moft  part,  is  of  a  clear  brown, 
fometinnes  fair,  but  very  feldom 
florid,  or  of  that  bright  fairnefs 
which  is  common  in  England  and 
Saxony.  It  muft  be  owned,  that 
thofe  features  which  have  a  fine 
expreflion  of  fentiment  and  mean- 
ing in  youth,  are  more  apt,  than 
Ids  expreflivc  faces,  to  become 
foon  ftrong  and  mafculine.  In 
.England  and  Germany,  the  wo- 
men, a  little  advanced  in  life, 
retain  the  appearance  of  yoach 
longer  than  in  Italy. 

There  are  no  theatrical  enter- 
tainments permitted  in  this  city, 
except  during  the  Carnival  ;  buc 
they  are  then  attended  with  a  de- 
gree of  ardour  unknown  in  capi- 
tals whofe  inhabitants  are  under 
no  fuch  reftraint.  Every  kind  of 
amufement,  indeed,  in  this  gay 
feafon,  is  followed  with  the  great- 
eft  eagernefs.  The  natural  gra- 
vity of  the  Roman  citizens  is 
changed  into  a  mirthful  vivacity ; 
and  the  ferioas,  /ombre  city  *  of 
Rome  exceeds  Paris  itfeif  in  fpright- 
linefs  and  gaiety.  This  fpiric 
feems  gradually  to  augment,  from 
its  commencement ;  and  is  at  its 
height  in  the  laft  week  of  the  fix 
which  comprehend  the  carnival. 
The  citizens  then  appear  in  the 
flrects,  mafked,  in  the  characters 
of  harlequins,  pantaloons,  punchi- 
nellos,  and  all  the  fantalHc  va- 
riety of  a  mafqucrade.  This  hu- 
mour fpreads  to  men,  women,  and 
children ;  defcends  to  the  lowed 
ranks,  and  becomes  univerfal. 
Even  ibofc  who  put  on  no  mafk^ 


and  have  no  deiire  to  remain  un- 
known, rejedb  their  ufual  clothes^ 
and  aiTume  fome  whimfical  drefs. 
The  coachmen,  who  are  placed  in 
a  more  con fpic nous  point  of  view 
than  others  of  the  fame  rank  in 
life,  and  who  are  perfectly  known 
by  the  carriages  they  drive,  gene- 
rally affedt  fome  ridiculous  dif- 
guife  :  Many  of  them  chufe  a  wo- 
man's drefs,  and  have  their  face^  . 
painted,  and  adorned  with  patches. 
However  dull  thefe  fellows  may 
be,  when  in  breeches,  they  arc, 
in  petticoats,  confidered  as  the 
pleafanteil  men  in  the  world  ;  and 
excite  much  laughter  in  every 
flrect  in  which  they  appear.  I 
obferved  to  an  Italian  of  my  ac- 
quaintance, that,  confidering  the 
ftalenefs  of  the  joke,  I  was  fur- 
prifed  at  the  mirth  it  fecmed  to 
raife.  *'  When  a  whole  city," 
anfwercd  he,  •*  are  refolved  to  be 
**  merry  for  a  week  together,  ic 
**  is  exceedingly  convenient  to 
"  have  a  few  eftablifhed  jokes 
*'  ready  made  ;  the  young  laugh 
*'  at  the  novelty,  and  the  old 
**  from  pre fcription.  This  meta- 
**  morphofis  of  the  coachmen  is 
*•  certainly  not  the  moft  refined 
**  kind  of  wit;  however,  it  is 
^*  more  harmlefs  than  the  burning 
'**  of  heretics,  which  formerly  was 
**  a  great  fource  of  amufement  to 
•*  our  populace,** 

The  ftrcet,  called  th?  corfi,  is 
the  great  fcdne  of  thefe  mafque- 
rades.  It  is  crowded  every  night 
with  people  of  all  conditions: 
Thofe  of  rank  come  in  coaches, 
or  in  open  carriages,  made  on 
purpofe.  A  kind  of  civil  war  is 
carried  on  by  the  company,  a& 
they  pafs  each  other.  The  greateft 
mark  of  attention  you  can  (hew 
your  irieads  and  acquaiat^iace,  is, 
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to  throw  a  haodfol  of  little  white 
balls,  rcfembliDg  fugar-pittms,  full 
in  their  facjcs ;  and,  if  they  are 
not  deficient  in  politenefs^  they 
will  inUantly  return  you  the  com- 
pliment. All  who  wilh  to  make  a 
iigure  in  the  corfo,  come  well 
fupplied  in  this  kind  of  ammuni- 
tion. 

Sometimes  two  or  three  open 
carriages,  on  a  fide,  with  five  or 
fix  perfons  of  boih  fcxes  in  each, 
draw  up  oppofice  to  ^ach  other, 
and  fight  a  pitched  battle.  On 
thcfe  occafions,  the  combatants 
are  provider  with  whole  bags  full 
of  the  fmall  (hot  above  mentioned, 
which  they  throw  at  each  other, 
with  much  apparent  fury,  till 
their  ammunition  is  exhaulied,  and 
the  field  of  battle  is  as  white  as 
fnow. 

The  peculiar  drefles  of  every  na<- 
tion  of  the  globe,  and  of  every 
profcilion,  beiides  all  the  fantaftic 
characters  ufnal  at  mafquerades, 
are  to  be  fceii  on  the  corfo.  Thofe 
of  harlequin  and  pantaloon  arc  in 
great  vogue  among  the  men.  The 
citizens  wives  and  daughters  gene- 
rally afied  the  pomp  of  women  of 
quality;  while  their  brothers,  or 
Other  relations,  appear  at  train- 
bearers  and  attendants.  In  gene- 
ral, they  feem  to  delight  in  cha- 
ra^rs  the  mod  remote  from  their 
own.  Young  people  afTume  the 
long  beard,  tottering  flep,  and 
•other  concomitants  of  old  age ;  the 
aged  chufe  the  bib  and  rattle  of 
childhood  ;  and  the  women  of  qua- 
lity, and  women  of  the  town,  ap- 
pear in  the  charaClers  of  country 
maidens,  nuns,  and  veftal  virgins. 
Ail  endeavour  to  fiipport  the  af- 
fumed  charaders,  to  the  beft  of 
their  ability;  but  none,  in  my 


opiaioa,  fucceed  fi>  well  as  (hofe 
who  reprefent  children. 

Towjfrds  the  duflc  of  the  eve- 
ning, the  horfe-race  takes  place. 
As  foo9  as  this  is  annoanced,  the 
coaches,  cabriolets^  triumphai  cars, 
and  carriages  of  every  kind,  are 
drawn  up,  and  line  the  ilreet ; 
leaving  a  fpace  in  the  middle  far 
the  racers  to  pafs.  Thefe  are  five 
or  fix  horJcs,  trained  on  purpo& 
for  this  diverlion  ;  they  are  drawn 
np  a  breail  in  the  Pi«zza  del  Po* 
polo,  exactly  where'  the  Corfo  be- 
gins. Certain  balls,  with  little 
Iharp  fpikes,  are  hung  along  their 
fides,  which  fcrse  lo  fpur  them  on. 
As  fooD  as  they  begin  to  run,  thofe 
animals^  by  ibeir  impatience  to 
be  gone,  ihcw  that  they  anderilaad 
what  is  required  of  them,  and  chat 
they  take  ^s  much  pleafure  as  the 
fpedators  in  the  fport.  A  broad 
piece  of  canvas,  fpread  acrofs  the 
entrance  of  the  Ilreet,  preven;s 
them  from  ftarting  too  (boo  :  the 
diopping  thai  canvafs  is  the  fignal 
for  the  race  to  begin.  The  horfes 
fiy  ofiF  together,  and,  without  rid- 
ers, exert  themfelves  to  the  ut^ 
moft  i  impelled  by  emulation,  the 
ibouts  of  the  populace^  and  the 
fpurs  above  mentioned.  They  run 
the  whole  length  of  the  corfo; 
and  the  proprietor  of  the  v'lGtor  is 
rewarded  by  a  certain  quantity  of 
fine  fcarlet  or  purple  cloth,  which 
is  always  furniihed  by  the  Jews. 

Mafiung  and  horfe- races  are 
confined  to  the  laft  eight  days ;  bat 
there  are  theatrical  entertainments, 
of  various  kinds,  during  the  whole 
&x  weeks  of  the  carnival.  The 
ferious  opera  is  moft  frequented 
by  people  of  faihion,  who  gene^ 
r«illy  take  boxes  for  the  whole  fea- 
fon.  The  opera,  with  which  this 
thcatic 
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dintre  opened,  was  received  with 
the  higheft  applaufe,  tttoagh  cfae 
■lufic  only  was   new.     Tm  Ita- 
Jians  do  not  cliitik  it  always  necef- 
iary  to  compofe   new  words  for 
what  is  called  a  new  opera ;  they 
often  fatisfy  themfelves  with  new 
mufic  to  the  affe^ing  dramas  of 
Metaftafio.     The    audience    here 
I'eem  to  lend  a  more  profound  and 
continued  attention  to  the  roniic, 
than  at  Venice.     This  is  probably 
owing  to  the  entertainment  being 
a  greater  rarity  in  the  one  city 
than   in  the  other;'  for  I   could 
perceive  that  the  people  of  faihion, 
who'caoie  every  nighc»  began,  af- 
ter  the  opera  had  been  repeated 
feveral  nights,  to  abate  in  their  at- 
tention»  to  receive  vifitors  iif  their 
boxes,    and  to  Hften  only   when 
fome  favourite  airs  were  finging  : 
whereas  the  audience  in   the   pit 
uniformly  preserve  the  moft  perfcA 
filence,  which  is  only  interrupted 
by  geotle  murmurs    of  pleafure 
from  a  few  individuals,  or  an  uni- 
verfal  burft  of  applaufe  from  the 
i     whole  alTembly,    1  never  faw  fuch 
f     genuine  marks  of  facisfadtion  dif- 
played  by  any  a^embly,  on  any 
occafion  whatever.   The  fenfibility 
of  fome  of  the  audience  gave  me 
an  idea  of  the  power  of  founds, 
which  the  dnlnefs  of  my  own  audi- 
tory nerves  could  never  have  con- 
veyed  to,  my  ipind.     At  certain 
airs,  filent  enjoyment  was  expref- 
ied    in    every    countenance ;     at 
others,  the  hands  were  clafped  to- 
gether,   the  eyes   half  ihut,   and 
the  breath  drawn  in,  with  a  pro- 
longed ligb,  as  if  the  foul  was  ex- 
pmng  in   a  torrent    of  delight 
One  y<;>ung  woman,   in  the   pit, 
called  out,    •'  O  bioy  dc<i;e  fino  f 
**  fhe  piacer  ^tfia  caccia  Paima?^* 
On  the  firft  aiglK  of  the  Opera, 


tl 

after  one  of  thefe  favourite  airs,  an 
QniveHhl  (hout  of  applaufe   took 
place,  intermingled  with  demands 
that   the  compofer   of  the  mufic 
flimild    appear.       11   maeftro !    it 
maeflro  f    re  founded    from    tvtry 
corner   of  the    houfe.      He    was 
prefent,  and  led  the  band  of  mufic; 
he  was  obliged  to  ftand  upon  the 
bench,  where  he  contintwd  bowr 
ing  to  the  fpe<^ators,  till  they  were 
tired   of  applauding   him.      Ou^. 
per(bn,  in  the  middle  of  the  pit, 
whom  I  had  remarked  difplaying 
great  figns  of  fatxsfa^tion  from  the 
beginning    of    the    performance, 
cried  out,    *'   He  deferves  to  be 
**  made  chief  mufician  to  the  Vir- 
*'  gin,  and  to' lead  a  choir  of  an- 
**  gels!"     This  expreffion  would 
be  thought  ftrong,    in  any  coun- 
try ;    but  it   has   peculiar    ener- 
gy here,    where  it  is   a  popular 
opinion,  that  the  Virgin  Mary  is 
^try  fond,  and  an  excellent  judge, 
of  mufic.    I  received  this  informa- 
tion on  Chriflmas  morning,  when 
I  was  looking  at  two  poor  Cala* 
brian  pipers  doing  their  utmofi  to 
pleafe  her,  and  the  Infant  in  her 
arms.      They  played   for    a    full 
hour  to  one  of  her  images  which 
flands   at  the  comer  ot  a  ftrcet. 
All  the  other  flatues  of  the  Virgin, 
which    are  placed  in    the   fh-eets, 
are  ferenaded  in  the  fame  manner 
every    Chriftmas    morning.      On 
my  enquiring  into  the  meaning  of 
that    ceremony,    I  was   told   the 
above-mentioned  circomfiance  of 
her  charaAer,  which,  though  you 
nay  have  always  thought  highly 
probable,  perhaps  you  never  be- 
fore  knew   for  certain.     My  in- 
former w^s  a  pilgrim,  who  Hood 
lifheniog  with   great  devotion   to 
the  pipers.     He  told  me,   at  the 
f^me  time,  that  th^  Virgin's  tafte 
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was  too  refined  to  have  much  fitis- 
fa£iion  in  the  performance  of*  thofe 
poor  Calabrians,  whka  was  phiefly 
intended  for  the  Infant ;  and  he 
defired  me  to  remark,  that  the 
tunes  were  plain,  fimpie,  and  fach 
as  might  naturally  be  fuppofed 
agreeable  to  the  ear  of  a  child  of 
His  time  of  life. 


Of  Naples,  and  the  Manner t  of  its 
Inhabitant t^     From  the  fame. 

NAPLES  was  founded  by  the 
Greeks.  The  charming  ii- 
tuaiion  chey  have  chofen,  is  one 
proof  among  thoufands,  of  the 
fine  tade  of  that  ingenio,u;»  people. 

The  bay  is  about  thirty  miles  in 
circumference,  and  twelve  in  dia- 
meter ;  it  has  been  named  crater, 
from  its  fuppofed  rcfemblance  to  a 
bowl.  This  bowl  is  ornamented 
with  (he  mod  beautiful  foliage, 
with  vines,  with  olive,  mulberry, 
and  orange  trees ;  wi^.h  hills,  dales, 
towns,  villas,  and  villages. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of  Na- 
ples, the  town  is  built  in  ihe  form 
of  a  vail  amphitheatre.  Hoping 
from  the  hills  towards  the  fea. 

If,  from  the  town,  you  turn 
your  eyes  to  the  caft,  you  fee  the 
rich  plains  leading  to  mount  Ve- 
fuvius,  and  Portici.  If  you  look  to 
the  weft,  you  have  the  grotto  of 
Paufilippo,  the  mountain  on  which 
Virgil's  tomb  is  placed,  and  the 
£elds  leading  to  Puzzoli  and  the 
coaft  of  Baia.  On  the  north,  are 
the  fertile  hills,  gradually  rifing 
from  the  (hore  to  ihe  Campagiia 
Felice.  On  the  fouch,  is  the  bay, 
confined  by  the  two  promontories 
of  Mifenum  and  Minerva,  the 
view  being  tcrm'nated  ky  the 
iilands^  Procida,  Ifchia^  and  Ca- 


prea ;  and  as  you  afcend  co  ths 
caftle  of  St.  Elmo,  you  have  all 
thefc  objects  under  your  eye  at 
once,  with  tho  addition  of  a  great 
part  of  the  Campagna. 

Independent  of  its  happy  fitua- 
tion,  Naples  is  a  very  beautiful 
city.  The  ftyle  of  architecture, 
it  muft  be  confeiTed,  is  inferior  to 
what  prevails  at  Rome ;  bat  tho' 
Naples  cannot  vie  with  that  city 
in  the  number  of  palaces,  or  in 
the  grandeur  and  magnificence  of 
the  churches,  the  private  houfcs 
in  general  are  better  builc,  and 
are  more  uniformly  convenient ; 
the  ftreecs  are  broader  and  better 
paved.  No  ftreet  in  Rome  equals 
in  beauty  the  Strada  di  Toledo  at 
Naplts ;  and  ftill  lefs  can  any  of 
them  be  compared  with  thofe  beau- 
tiful Hreets  which  are  open  co  the 
bay.  This  is  the  native  countfv 
of  the  zephyrs  ;  here  the  excef- 
five  heat  of  the  fun  is  often  tem- 
pered with  fea  breezes,  and  with 
gales,  wafting  the  perfumes  of  the 
Campagna  Felice. 

The  houles,  in  general,  are  ^vc 
or  fix  llories  in  height,  and  flat  at 
the  top ;  on  which  are  placed, 
numbers  of  flower  vafes  or  fruit 
trees,  in  boxes  of  earth,  producing 
a  very  gay  and  agreeable  effed- 

The  fortrefs  of  St.  Elmo  is  built 
on  a  mountain  of  the  fame  name. 
The  garrifon  ftationed  here,  have 
the  entire  command  of  the  town, 
and  could  lay  it  in  aihes  at  plea- 
fure.  A  Utile  lower,  on  the  tame 
mountain,  is  a  convent  of  Car- 
thuiians.  The  fit  nation  of  this 
convent  is  as  advantageous  and 
beautiful  as  can  be  imagined  ; 
and  much  expence  has  been  la- 
vifhed  to  render  the  building,  the 
apartments,  and  the  gardens,  equal 
to  the  fituation. 

Though 
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Though  Naples  is  admirably 
fituarcd  for  commerce,  and  no 
kingdom  produces  the  ncceflaries 
and  luxuries  of  life  in  greater  pro- 
fufion,  yet  trade  is  but  in  a  lan- 
gaifhing  condition ;  the  beft  fiiks 
come  from  Lyons,  and  the  bcft 
woollen  goods  from  England. 

The  chief  articles  manufafturcd 
here,  ^t  prefent,  are,  filk  flock - 
ings,  Ibap,  fn nfF- boxes,  or  tor toife 
ihclls ;  and  the  lava  of  Mount  Ve- 
fuvias,  tables,  and  ornamental  fur- 
niture, of  marble. 

They  are  thought  to  embroider 
here  better  than  even  in  France ; 
and  their  macaroni  is  preferred  to 
that  made  in  any  other  part  of 
Italy.  The  Neapolitans  excel  alfo 
in  liqueurs  and  confections;  parti- 
cularly in  one  kind  of  confeftion, 
which  is  fold  at  a  very  high  price, 
called  Diaheicnis,  This  drug,  as 
you  will  guefs  from  its  name,  is 
of  a  very  hoc  and  ftimula:ing  na- 
ture, and  what  I  (hould  think  by 
no  m^ans  requiHte  to  Neapolitan 
conftitntions. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  •town 
are  computed  at  three  hundred  and 
fifty  thoafand.  f  make  no  doubt 
of  their  amounting  to  that  num- 
ber ;  for  though  Naples  is  not  one 
third  of  the  fize  or  London,  yet 
many  of  the  ftreets  here  are  more 
crowded  than  the  Strand.  In 
London  and  Paris,  the  people  who 
fill  the  ftreets  are  mere  pafl'engers, 
hurrying  from  place  to  place  on 
bufinjefs ;  and  when  they  choofe 
lo  converfe,  or  to  amufe  them- 
felvcs,  they  rcfort  to  the  public 
walks  or  gardens :  at  Naples  the 
citizens  have  fewer  avocacio-^s  of 
bufmefs  to  excite  their  activity; 
no  public  walks,  or  gardens,  to 
which  ihey  can  refort ;  and  are, 
therefore,    more    frequently    fcca 


fauntering  and  converfing  in  the 
firects,  where  a  great  proportion 
of  the  pooreft  fort,  for  want  of 
habitations,  are  obliged  to  fpend 
the  night  as  well  as  the  day. 
While  you  fit  in  your  chamber  at 
London,  or  at  Paris,  the  .:iual 
noifc  you  hear  from  the  ftreets,  is 
that  of  carriages;  but  at  Naples, 
where  they  talk  with  uncommon* 
vivacity,  and  where  whole  ftreets 
full  of  talkers  are  in  continual 
employment,  the  noife  of  carriages 
is  completely  drowned  in  the  ag- 
gregated clack  of  human  voices. 
In  the  midft  of  all  this  idlenefs, 
fewer  riots  or  outrages  of  any  kind 
happen,  than  might  be  expcfted 
in  a  town  where  the  police  is  far  • 
from  being  ftrift,  and  where  fuch 
niultitudes  of  poor  unemployed 
people  meet  together  every  day. 
This  partly  proceeds  from  the 
national  character  of  the  Italians; 
which,  in  my  opinion,  is  quiet, 
fubmifljvc,  and  avcrfe  to  riot  or 
fedition  ;  and  partly  to  the  com- 
mon people  being  univerfally  fo- 
ber,  and  never  inflamed  with  / 
ftrc^g  and  fpirituous  liquors,  as 
they  are  in  the  norihcrn  counirics- 
Iced  water  ^nd  lemonade  arc 
among  the  luxuries  of  the  loweft 
vulgar ;  they  are  carried  about  in 
litrle  barrels,  and  fold  in  half- 
penny's wonh.  The  half  naked 
lazzarone  is  often  tempted  to  fpend 
the  fmall  pittance  deftiiied  for  the 
maintenanceof  his  family,  on  this 
bewitching  beverage,  as  the  moft 
diflblute  of  the  low  people  in  Lon- 
don fpeqd  their  wages  on  gin  and 
brandy ;  fo  that  the  fame  extrava- 
gance which  cools  the  mob  of  the 
one  city,  tends  to  inflame  that  of 
the  other  to  ads  of  excefs  and  bru* 
taliry. 

There 
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There  is  not,  perhaps,  a  city  in 
the  world,  with  the  fame  number 
of  inbabiraots,  in  which  fo  few 
contribute  to  the  wealth  of  the 
community  by  ufeful,  or  by  pro- 
da£fcive  labour,  as  Naples;  but 
the  numbers  of  priefts,  monks, 
fiddlers,  lawyers,  nobility,  foot- 
men,  and  lazzaronis,  furpafs  all 
reafonable  proportion;  the  laft 
alone  are  computed  at  thirty  or 
forty  thoufand.  If  thefe  poor  fel- 
lows arc  idle,  it  is  not  their  own 
fault;  they  are  continually  run- 
ning about  the^  (Ireets,  as  we  are 
told  of  the  artificers  of  China, 
offering  their  fcrvice,  and  begging 
for  employment;  and  are  con- 
fidered,  by  many,  at  of  more  real 
utility  than  any  of  the  claiTes  above 
mentioned. 

The  Neapolitan  nobility  arc 
cxceflively  fond  of  fpfendour  and 
fhow.  This  appears  in  the  bril- 
liancy of  their  equipages,  the  num- 
ber of  their  attendants,  the  richnefs 
of  their  drefs,  and  the  grandeur  of 
their  titles. 

I  am  aiTured,  that  the  king  of 
Naples  counts  a  hundred  peribns 
wiih  the  title  of  prince,  and  ftill  a 
greater  number  with  that  of  duke, 
among  his  fubje£^s.  Six  or  fcven 
of  thefe  have  eftates,  which  pro- 
dace  from  ten  to  twelv^or  thirteen 
thoufand  pounds  a  year ;  a  confi- 
derablc  nutnbcr  have  fortunes  of 
.  about  half  that  value;  and  the 
annual  revenue  of  many  is  not 
above  one  or  two  thoufand  pounds. 
With  refpcft  to  the  inferior  orders 
of  nobility,  they  are  much  poorer; 
many  counts  and  marquiiTes  havf* 
not  above  three  or  four  hundred 
pounds  a  year  of  paternal  eftate, 
many  jlill  lefs,  and  not  a  few  enjoy 
the  title  without  any  eftate  what- 
ever. 


When  we  cooiider  the  tnagni-' 
ficence    of  their    enteriaiocnents, 
the  fplendour  of  their  .equipages, 
and  the  number  of  their  iervants, 
we  are  furprifed  that  the  richeft  of 
them  can  fupport  fnch  cxpeniive 
eftablithments.   I  diced,  foon  after 
our  arrival,  at  the  prince  of  Franca 
Villa's;    there  were  about    forty 
people   at  table;    it  was    meagre 
i^y ;  the  dinner  confided  entirely 
of  fiih   and  vegetables,    and   was 
the  moft  magnificent  entertainment 
I   ever    faw,    comprehending    an 
infinite  variety  of  diihes,    a  vail 
profufion  of  fruit,  and  the  wioes  of 
every  conn  try  in  £u  rope.     I  d  i  n  ed 
fince  at  the  prince  lacci's.     i  (hall 
mention  two  circumftances,  from 
which  y6u  may  form  an  idea  of  the 
grandeur  of  an  Italian  palace,  and 
the  number  of   domeftics    whrrh 
fome  of  the  nobility,  retain.     We 
paflcd  through  twelve  or  thirteen 
large  rooms  before  we  arrived  at 
the  dining-room  ;  there  were  thir- 
ty-fix perfons  at  table,  none  ferved 
but  the   prince's  domefttcs,    and 
each  gueft  had  a  footman  behind 
his  chair ;  other  dom^ics  belong* 
in^  to  the  prince  remained  in  tlie 
adjacent  rooms,  and  in  the  hall. 
We   afterwards  pafTdd   through  a 
confiderable  number  of  other  rooms 
in  our  way  to   one  from  which 
there  is  a  very  commanding  view. 

No  eftate  in  England  could  fup- 
port fuch  a  number  of  fervants, 
paid  and  fed  as  English  fervanis 
are  ;  but  here  the  wages  are  very 
moderate  indeed,  and  the  greater 
number  of  men  fervants,  beloDging 
to  the  firft  familier,  give  their  at- 
tendance through  the  day  only* 
and  find  beds  and  provifions  fot 
ihcmfelvfs.  It  muft  be  remem- 
bered, alfo,  that  few  of  the  nobles 
give   entertainnteatft,     and    tbofe 
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who  do  not,  ^rc  fai4  to  live  very 
fparingry;  fo  that  the  whole  of 
their  revenue,  whatever  chat  may 
he,  is  exhaufted  on  articles  of 
ftiow.  ,* 

As  there  is  no  opera  at  prefcnt, 
the  people  of.  fafliion  generally  pais 
pan  of  the  eveniag  at  the  corfo, 
on  the  fea-fcore.  This  is  the  great 
fceoe  of  Neapolitan  fplendoor  and 
parade ;  and,  on  grand  occaiions» 
the  npa^niflcence  difpjayed  here 
will  ftriko  a  llranger  very  much. 
The  fined  carriaget  are  painted, 
gilc»  varnifhed,  and  lined,  in  a 
richer  and  more  beautiful  maDDer, 
than  has  as  yet  become  falhionable 
eliher  in  England  or  France ;  they 
are  often  drawn  by  Gx,  and  fome- 
times  by  eight  horfcs. 

It  is  ihc  mode  here, ''to  have 
t*o  ranninc;  footmen,  very  gaily 
dreffed,  before  the  carriage,  and 
three  or  four  fervants  in  rich  live- 
ries behind ;  thefe  attendants  arc 
generally  the  handfomcft  young 
men  that  can  be  procured.  The 
ladies  or  gentlemen  within  the 
coachsjr,  glitter  in  all  the  briU 
liancy  of  lace»  embroidery,  and 
jewels.  The  Neapolitan  carriages, 
fop  gala  days,  are  made  on  pur- 
pofe,  witb  very  large  windows, 
(Hat  the  fpeclators  may  enjoy  a 
full  view  of  the  parties  within. 
Nothing  can  be  more  ihowy  than 
the  harnefs  of  the  horfes;  their 
heads  and  m:ine5  are  ornamented 
with  the  rare  ft  plumage,  and  their 
tails  fet  off  with  ribband  and  arii- 
ficial  flowers,  in  fuch  a  graceful 
inaancr  that  you  are  apt  to  think 
tncy'  have  been  adorned  by  the 
fame  hands  that  dreffed  the  heads 
of  the  ladie5,  and  not  by  common 
grooms. 

His  Neapolitan  majedy  feems  to 
^  about  the  age  of  iix  or  fevea* 


and-twenty.  He  h  a  prince  of 
great  a£livity  of  body,  and  a  good 
conftitution ;  he  indulges  in  fre- 
quent rela:cations  from  the  cares  of 
government  and  the  fatigue  of 
thinking,  by  hunting  and  other 
exercifes  ;  and  (which  ought  to 
give  a  high  .idea  of  his  natural 
talents)  he  never  fails  to  acquire 
a  very  confiderable  degree  of  per- 
fection in  thofe  things  to  which  he 
applies.  He  is  very  fond,  like 
the  king  of  Pruflia,  of  reviewing 
his  troops,  and  is  perfectly  mailer 
of  the  whole  myltery  of  the  manual 
exercife.  I  have  had  the  honour, 
ofcener  than  once,  of  feeing  him 
exercife  the  different  regiments 
which  form  the  garrifgn  here :  he 
always  gave  the  word  of  command 
with  his  own  royal  mouth,  and 
with  a  precifion  which  feemed  to 
aftonifh  the  whole  court.  This 
monarch  is  alfo  a  very  excellent 
ihot;  his  uncommon  fucceOs  at 
this  diverfion  is  thought,  to  have 
roufed  the  Jealou fy  of  his  moft 
catholic  majedy,  who  alfo  values 
himfelf  on  his  ikill  as  a  markfman. 
The  correfpondence  between  thofe  ' 
two  great  perfonages  often  relates 
to  their  favourite  amuiem'ent. — A 
gentleman,  who  came  lately  from 
Madrid,  told  me,  that  the  king, 
on  fome  occafion,  had  read  a  letter 
which,  he  had  juft  received  from 
his  fon  at  Naples,  wherein  he  com- 
plained of  his  bad  faccefs  on  a 
(hooting  party,  having  killed  no 
more  than  eighty  birds  in  a  day  : 
and  the  Spanilh  monarch,  turning 
to  his  courtiers,  faid,  in  a  plaintive 
tone  of  voice,  "  Mio  fiiio  piange 
"  di  non  aver'  fatto  piu  di  ottante 
"  beccacie  in  uno  giorno,  quando 
*•  mi  crederei  Puomo  il  piu  felicc 
"  del  moado  fe  poteffe  fare  qua- 
^*  ranta."  Ail  who  take  a  be- 
coming 
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coming  fliare  in  the  afHi6lions  of  a 
royal  t>oromy  will  no  doubt  join 
with  mc»  in  wifhing  better  fucccfs 
to  this  good  monarch,  for  the 
future.  Fortunate  would  it  be 
for  mankind,  if  the  happinefs  of 
their  princes  could  be  purchafed  at 
fo  eafy  a  rate  !  and  thrice  fortunate 
for  the  generous  people  of  Spain, 
if  the  family  connexions  of  their 
monarch,  often  at  variance  with 
the  real  interefl  of  chat  country, 
ihould  sever  feduce  him  into  a 
more  ruinous  war,  than  that  which 
he  now  wages  again  ft  the  beafts  of 
the  field,  and  the  birds  of  the  air. 
His  Neapolitan  majefly,  as  I  am 
informed,  poffcfles  many  other  ac- 
complifhrnents  ;  I  particular! fe 
thofe  only  to  which  I  have  myfelf 
been  a  witnefs.  No  king  in  Eu- 
rope is  fuppofed  to  underlland  the 
game  of  billiards  better.  I  had 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  him  ftrikc 
the  moft  brilliant  ftroke  that  per- 
haps  ever  was  ftruck  by  a  crowned 
head.  The  ball  of  his  autagonift 
was  near  one  of  the  middle  pockets, 
and  his  own  in  fuch  a  fituation, 
that  it  was  abfoluteiy  neceflary  to 
make  it  rebound  from  two  different 
parts  of  the  cufhion,  before  it 
could  pocket  the  other.  A  pcrfon 
of  lefs  enterprife  would  have  been 
contented  with  placing  himfelf  in 
a  fafe  fituation,  at  a  fmall  lofs, 
and  never  have  rifqued  any  ofFen- 
£ve  a,ttempt  agaiuft  the  enemy; 
but  the  difficulty  and  danger,  in- 
ftead  of  intimidating,  feemed  ra- 
ther to  animate  the  ambition  of 
this  Prince.  He  fummoned  all 
his  addrefj ;  he  eflimated,  with  a 
mathematical  eye,  the  angles  at 
which  the  ball  muft  fly  off;  and 
he  flruck  it  with  an  undaunted 
mind  and  a  Heady  hand.  It  re- 
bounded obliquely,  from  the  op- 


pofite  fide- cufhion,  to  that  at  the 
end  ;  from  which  it  moved  in  a 
direft  line  towards  the  middle 
pocket,  which  feemed  to  ftand  in 
gaping  expectation  to  receive  it. 
The  hearts  of  the  fpedtators  beat 
thick  as  it  rolled  along ;  and  they 
fhewed,  by  the  contortions  of  their 
faces  and  perfons,  how  much  they 
feared  that  it  fhould  move  one 
hair- breadth  in  a  wrong  direction. 
—I  muft  here  interrupt  this  im- 
portant narrative,  to  obferve,  that, 
when  I  talk  of  contortions,  if  you 
form  your  idea  from  any  thing  of 
that  kind  which  you  may  have  fecn 
around  an  Englifh  billiard- table  or 
bowling-green,  you  can  have  no 
juft  notion  of  thofe  which  were 
exhibited  on  this  occafioo :  your 
imagination  muft  triple  the  fbrce 
and  energy  of  every  Englifh  gri- 
mace, before  it  can  do  juftice  to 
the  nervous  twift  of  an  Italian 
countenance. — At  length  the  royal 
ball  reached  that  of  the  enemy, 
and  with  a  fingle  blow  drove  it  off 
the  plain.  An  univerfal  fhout  of 
joy,  triumph,  and  applaufe,  burft 
from  the  beholders ;  but, 

O  thoughtlefs  mortals,  ever  blind  to  fate^ 
Too  ibon  deje^ed,  and  too  foon  elate ! 

the  vigorous  ball,  purfuing  the 
enemy  too  far,  fhared  the  fame 
fate,  and  was  buried  in  the  fame 
grave,  with  the  vanquifhed.  This 
fatal  and  unforcfeen  event  feemed 
to  make  a  deep  imprefSon  on  the 
minds  of  all  who  were  witnefTes  to 
it ;  and  will  no  doubt  be  recorded 
in  the  annals  of  the  prefent  reign, 
and  quoted  by  future  poets  and 
hiftorians,  as  a  ftriking  infbnce  of 
the  inflability  of  fublanary  fe- 
licity. In  domeftic  life,  this 
Prince  is  generally  allowed  to  be 
an  eafy  m after,  a  good-natured 
httiband^ 
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hutend,  a  dutifiil  foni  and  an 
indalgent  father. 

The  queen  of  Maples  is  a  bean- 
tiful  woman,  and  fcems  to  pofftCi, 
the  affabiHcy^  good-huiponr,  and 
benevolence,  which  didiogaifliy  in 
fuch  an  amiable  manner^  the 
Attftrian  family. 

The  hereditary  jarifdiclion  of 
the  nobles  over  their  va^Tals  fubfifls, 
both  In  the  kingdom  of  Naples  and 
Sicily,  in  the  fall  rigoar  of  the 
feudal  government*  Tke  peafanb 
therefore  are  poor ;  and  it  depends 
entirely  on  the  pergonal  cliarader 
of  the  maAers,  whether  their 'po- 
verty is  not  the  leaft  of  theit 
grievanccfs* 

The  court  of  Naples  has  ttoi 
yet  ventotedy  bv  one  open  slSl  of 
authority «  to  aboliih  the  immo- 
derate power  of  the  lords  over  their 
teuants*  Bat  it  is  believed  that 
the  minifter  fecretly  wiihes  for  its 
deftru£lion;  and  in  cafes  of  fla- 
grant oppreffion,  when  complaints 
are  brought  before  the  legal  coarts, 
or  direflly  to  the  king  himfelf,  by 
the  peafanti  agajoft  their  lord,  it 
is  generally  remarked  that  the  mi* 
niiler  favours  the  complainant. 
Notwithftandiog  this,  the  mailers 
have  (b  many  opportunities  of  op^ 
prefiing,  and  fach  various  methoas 
of  tearing,  their  vafTals,  that  they 
generallv  chufe  to  bear  their 
wrongs  in  filence ;  and  perceiving 
that  thofe  who  hold  their  lands 
immediately  from  the  crown,  are 
in  a  much  eafier  iituacion  than 
themfelves^  without  raiiing  their 
hopes  to  perfed  freedom,  the 
height  of^  their  wifhes  is  to  be 
Iheltered  fr^om  the  vexations  of 
little  tyrants,  under  the  unlimited 
power  of  one  common  mfefter* 
The  9bje£ls  of  royal  attention, 
they  fondly  imagbe,  are  too  fub- 
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lime,  and  the  minds  of  kiif^s  too 
generous,  to  ftoop  to^  or  even  td 
countenance,  in  their  fervants,  thd  . 
minute  and  anreafonable  exertionl^ 
which  are  wrung/  at  prefent  fronl 
the  hard  hands  of  the  exhaaAed 
labqureri 

Though  the  Neapolitan  nobilitf 
flill  retain  thU  ancient  feudal  au- 
thority over  th.e  peafanta^  yet  their 
perfonal  importance  depends,  in  a 
great  meafure,  on  the  favour  of 
the  kii^g ;  who^  under  pretext  of' 
any  offence^  can  confine  them  td 
their  own  ellates/orimprifon  them 
at  pleafure ;  and  who,  without 
any  alledged  offence,  and  without 
going  to  fuch  extremes,  can  inflift 
a  punilhmenc^  bighly  fenfibie  to 
-them,  by  not  inviting  them  to  thd 
amnfements  of  the  court,  or  not 
receiving  them  with  fmiles  when 
they  attend  On  any  ordinary  oc^ 
cafion.  Unlefs  this  prince  were  ta 
very  impolitic  as  to  difguft  all  the 
nobility  at  once,  and  lo  unite  the 
whole  body  againft  hinti^  he  has 
little  to  fear  from  their  Irefentment* 
Even  in  cafe  of  i'uch  an  union,  at 
the  nobles  have  loft  the  aiFedion 
and  attachment  of*  their  peafants^ 
what  could  they  do  in  oppofition  to 
a  ftanding  arn^y  of  thirty  thonfand  • 
men,  entirely  deVoted  to  the 
cra<vn?  The  eftabliflimtfnt  <dl 
ftanding  armies  has  univerfally 
given  Ability  to  the  power  of  the 
prince,  and  ruined  that  of  tho 
great  lords.  No  nobility  in  Eu- 
rope can  now  be  faid  to  inherit 
political  importance.  Or  to  a£^  in<« 
dependent  of,  or  in  oppofition  to, 
the  influence  of  the  crown  ;  except 
the  temporal  peers  of  that  fart  of 
Creat  Britain  called  England^ 

The  citizens  .of  Naples  form  a 
fociety  of  their  own,  perfe£tly 
diftind   from   the,  nobility ;    and 
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aklioo^li  they  are  not  the  moft 
indnftnoQS  people  in  the  world, 
yet,  having  feme  degree  of  occu- 
pation, and  their  time  being  di- 
▼^d  between  bdtnefs  and  plea- 
fcrre,  they  probably  have  more 
cnJ9yi|ient  than  chofe,  who*  with- 
out internal  reibarces,  or  oppor- 
toniitiei  of  a6Uve  exertion,  pafs 
their  lives  in  fenfaal  gratifications, 
«ild  11^  waiting  the  returns  of  ap- 
petite, around  a  gaming  table.  In 
the  moft  refpe&ible  ckfs  of  citi- 
zens, are  comprehended  the  law- 
yers, of  whom  there  are  an  incre- 
dible number  in  this  town.  The 
moft  eminent  of  this  profeffion 
hold,  indeed,  a  kind  of  inter- 
mediate rank  between  the  nobiKty 
and  citizens ;  the  reft  are  on  a 
level  with  the  phyficians,  the 
principal  Merchants,  and  the  ar- 
ttfts;  none  of  whom  can  make 
great  fortunes,  however  induftrions 
tiby  ,may  be ;  but  a  moderate  in- 
come enables  them  to  fupport  their 
rank  in  fociety,  and  to  enjoy  all 
the  cohveniences,  and  many  of  the 
luxuries,  of  life. 

England  is  perhaps  the  only 
nation  in  Europe  where  fome  indi- 
viduals, of  every  profeffion,  even 
of  the  loweft,  fiti  it  poffible  to 
accumuhte  great  fortunes;  ^he 
cftr£t  of  this  very  freqoently  is, 
that  the  (on  defpifei  the  profeffion 
of  the  father,  commences  gentle- 
man, anddiffipates,  in  a  few  years, 
what  coft  a  life  to  gather.  In  the 
principal  cities  of  Germany  and 
Italy,  we  find,  that  the  anceftors 
of  many  of  .thofe  citizens  who  arc 
the  moft  eminent  in  their  particular 
bofineiTes,  have  tranfmitted  the 
arc  to  them  through  ieveral  gene- 
rations. It  is  natural  to  imagine, 
that  this  will  tend  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  art,  or  ftitmce^  or  pro- 
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fefiion,  as  well  as  the  Amity  fiir- 
tune ;  and  that  the  third  gene- 
ration will  acquire  knowledge  from 
the  experience,  as  well  as  wealth 
from  the  indnftry,  of  the  former 
two ;  whereas,  in  the  cafes "alloded 
to  above,  the  wheel  of  fiortune 
moves  differently.  A-  man,  by 
affidutty  in  a  particular  bufinefe, 
and  by  genius,  acquires  a  great 
fortune  and  a  high  reputation  ;  tho 
fon  throws  away  the  fortune,  and 
ruins  his  own  charader  by  extra- 
vagance ;  and  the  grandfon  ia 
obhsfed  to  recommence  the  ba- 
fineu,  unaided  by  the  wealth  of 
experience  of  his  anceftors.  This, 
however,  is  pointing  out  an  evil 
which  I  ftiould  be  fdrry  to  fee  re- 
medied ;  becaufe  it  certainly  ori« 
ginates  in  the  riches  and  profperity 
of  the  country  in  which  it  exifts. 

The  number  of  prTefts,  monks, 
and  ecclefiaftics  of  all  the  various 
orders  that  fwarm  in  this  city,  is 
prodi^^ous;  and  the  provifion  ap- 
propriated for  their  ufe,  is  as  am- 
ple. I  am  aflTured,  that  the  clergy 
are  in  poiTeffion  of  conSderabfy 
above  one-third  of  the  revenue  of 
the  whole  kingdom,  over  and  above 
what  fome  particular  orders  among 
them  acquire  by  begging  for  the 
ufe  of  their  convents,  and  what  is 
gotten  in  legacies  by  the  addrefs 
and  affiduity  of  the  whole.  The 
unprodu^Hve  wealth,  which  is 
lodged  in  the  churches  and  con- 
vents of  this  city,  amounts  alfo  to 
an  amazing  value.  Not  to  be 
compared  m  point  of  architedtbre 
to  the  churches  and  convents  of 
Rome,  thoie  of  Naples  furpafs 
them  in  riches,  in  the  value  of 
their  jewels,  and  in  the  quantity 
of  filver  and  golden  crucifixes,, 
vefifels,  and  implements  of  various 
kinds.  This  wealth,  whatever  it 
amouats. 
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•thoiints  M,  18  of  as  little  ufr  to 
the  kingdom^  as  if  it;  ftill  remained 
in  the  mipc^s  .of  Peru ;  and  the 
greater  part  of  it,  furcly,  affords 
as  lirtlc  comfort  to  the  clergy  and 
•  monks  as  to  any  other  part  of  the 
community;  for  though  it  belongs 
to  their  church,  or  their  convent, 
yet  it  can  no  more  be  converted  to 
the  ufe  of  the  pricils  and  monks  of 
fuch  chttVches  and  convents,  than 
to  the  tradefman  who  inhabit  the 
adjacent  (Irctets,  For  this  reafou  f 
am  a  good*  deal  furprifed,  that  no 
pretext,  or  fubterfuge,  has  been 
found,  no  expedient  fallen  on,  no 
treaty  or  convention  made,  for  ap- 
propriating part  of  this  at  Icaft,  to 
the  ufe  of  lomc  fet  of  people  or 
other.  If  the  clergy  were  to  lay 
their  hands  on  it,  this  might  b^ 
found  fault  with  by  the  king;  if 
his  majetty  dreamt  of  taking  any 
paft  of  it  for  the  exigencies  of 
the  ftate,  the  clergy  would  un- 
doubtedly raife  a  clamour;  And  if 
both  united;  the  Pope  \^onld  think 
he  had  a  right  to  pronounce  his 
vote  :  but  if  jl!  thefe  three  powers 
could  come  to  an  underftandtng, 
and  fettle  theii'  proportions,  I  am 
apt  to  think  a  partition  might  be 
made  as  quietly  as  that  oif  Po- 
land. 

Whatever  fcruples  the  Neapo- 
litan  clergy  may  have  to  fuch  a 
projeft,  they  "certainly  have  none 
to  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
revenues.  No  clafs  of  men  can  be 
lefs  difpofed  to  offend  Providence 
by  a  peevifh  negled  of  the  good 
things  which  the  bounty  of  heaven 
has  beftowed.  Self-denial  is  a 
virtue,  which  I  will  not  fay  they 
poffefs  in  a  fmaller  degree,  but 
which,  I  am  fure,  they  affedl  lefs 
,  than  any  other  ecciefiaftics  I  know ; 
thiy  live  very  much  in  focicty. 


both  with  the  nobles  and  citizens. 
All  of  them,  the  mookf  not  ex- 
cepted, attend  the  theatre,  and 
feem  to  join  moft  cordially  in  other 
diverfions  and  amufcmcnts ;  the 
common  people  are.  no  ways 
offended  at  this,  or  imagine  that 
they  ought  to  live  in  a  more  reclufe 
manner,  I  am  informed,  that  a 
very  confiderable  diminution  ia 
the  number  of  monks  has  takea 
place  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples 
fince  the.  fuppreffion  of  the  Jefuits, 
and  fince  a  liberty  of  quitting  the 
cowl  was  granted  by  the  late  Pope ; 
but  mil  there  is  no  reafon  to  com- 
plain of  a  deficiency  in  this  order 
of  mcn.^  The  richeft  and  moft 
commodious  convents  in  Europe, 
both  for  male  and  female  vptaries, 
are  in  this  city;  the  moft  fertile* 
and  beautiful  hills  of  the  environs 
are  covered  with  them ;  a  fmall 
part  of  their  .revenue  is  fpent  in 
feeding  the  poor,  the  monks  diftri- 
buting  bread  and  foup  to  a  certain 
number  every  day  before  the  doors 
of  the  convents.  Some  of  the 
friars  fludy  phyfic  and  furgery,  and 
praftife  thefe  arts  with  great  ap- 
plaufe.  Each  convent  has'  an 
apothecary's  (hop  belonging  to  it, 
where  medicines  are  delivered 
gratis  to  the  poor,  and  fold  to 
thofc  who  can  afford  to  pay.  On 
all  thefe  accounts  the  monks  in 
general  are  greater  favourites  with 
the  common  people  than  even  the 
fecular  clergy. 

'  The  lazzaroni,  or  black-guards, 
as  has  been  already  obferved,  form 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Naples  j  and  h^ve,  on 
fome  well-known  occafions,  had 
the  government  for  a  fhort  time  in 
their  own  hands.  They  are  com- 
puted at  above  thirty  thoufand ; 
the  greater  part  of  them  have  no 
C  2  duelling- 
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dwellinghoareSy  but  fleep  every 
night  under  porticos,  pt&zzas^  or 
any  kind  of  fhcher  jhey  can  find. 
Thofc  of  them  who  have  wivca  and 
children,  live  in  the  fuborbs  of 
N;ip!es  near  PaufilippOf  in  huts« 
or  in  caverns  or  chamoers  dug  out 
of  that  mountain.  Some  gain  a 
Jivelihood  by  Hlhingy  others  by 
carrying  burdens  to  and  from' the 
iliipping ;  many  walk  about  the 
flreets  ready  to  run  on  errands,  or 
to  pcrfcrm  any  labour  in  their 
power  for  a  very  fmall  recompence. 
As  they  do  not  meet  with  coni^ant 
employment^  their  wages  are  not 
famcient  for  their  maintenance; 
the  foup  and  bread  diftribated  at 
the  door  of  the  convents  fupply  the 
deficiency.  The  lazsaront  are  ge- 
nerally reprefeotcd  as  a  lazy,  li* 
centious,  and  turbulent  fet  of  peo- 
ple; what  I  have  obferved  gives 
jjic  a  very  different  idea  of  their 
charaftcr.  Their  idlcnefs  is  evi- 
dently the  effed  of  neceiSty,  not 
of  choice ;  they  are  always  ready 
to  perform  any  work,  however 
laborious,  for  a  very  rc^fonable' 
gratification.  It  mull  proceed  from 
the  fault  of  government,  when 
fuch  a 'number  of  (lout  adlive  citi- 
zens -remain  unemployed ;  and  fo 
far  are  they  from  being  licentious 
and  turbulent^  that  I  cannot  help 
thinking  they  are  by  much  too 
tame  and  fubmiflivc.  Though  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Italian  cities 
were  the  firft  who  fhook  off  the 
fead-^]  yoke,  and  though  in  Naples 
they  have  long  enjoyed  the  pri- 
vilege of  municipal  jurifdidlion, 
yet  the  external  fplcndour  of  the 
nobJce,  and  the  authority  they  ftill 
exicife  ovtT  ihc  pcafants,  impofc 
upon  th^  minds  of  the  Uzzaroni ; 
find  however  bold  and  refentful 
they  may  be  of  injuries  offered  by 


other«,  they  bear  the  inibleore  «£ 
the  nobility  as  pailtvcly  as  peafanta 
fixed  to  the  foil.  A  coxcomb  of  a 
volanti  tricked  out  in  his  fMnta(Hc;it 
drefsf  or  any  of  the  liveried  ilavcs 
of  the  great,  make  no  ceiemony 
of  treating  thcfe  poor  fellows  with 
all  the  inlblence  and  infenfibility 
natural  to  their  mailers;  and  for 
no  vi£ble  reafon,  but  becaofe  he  is 
dreiTed  in  lace,  and  the  others  in 
rags.  InAead  of  calling  to  them  to 
make  way,  when  the  noife  in  the 
flreets  prevents  the  common  people 
from  hearing  the  approach  of  the 
carriage,  a  Sroke  acrefs  the  fhoul- 
ders  with  the  cane  of  the  running 
footman,  is  the  ufual  warning  the^ 
receive.  Nothing  animates  this 
people  to  infurredion,  but  fome 
very  preffing  and  very  uBiverfal 
caufe  ;  fuch  as  a  fcarcitv  of  bread : 
every  other  grievance  they  bear  as 
if  it  were  their  charter*  When  we 
confider  thirty  thoa&nd  haman 
creatures  without  beds  or  ha- 
bitations, wandering  almoil  naked 
in  fearch  of  food  through  the 
ftreets  of  h  well  b«ilt  city  ;  when 
we  think  of  the  opportonitiea  they 
have  of  being  together,  of  com- 
paring their  own  deftitnte  £t«ation 
with  the  affluence  of  others »  one 
cannot  help  being  afloniihed  at 
their  patience. 

Let  the  prince  be  diflinguifhed 
by  fplendour  and  magnificence ; 
let  the  great  and  the  rich  have 
their  luxuries  ;  but,  in  the  name 
of  hnmanhy,  let  the  poor,  who 
are  willing  to  labour,  have  food  in 
abundance  to  fatisfy  the  cravings 
of  nature,  and  raiment  ro  defend 
them  from  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather  I 

If  iheir  governors,  whether  from 
weaknefs  or  negle^,  do  not  fupply 
tiicin   vviih   thefe,    they   certaivly 
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izre  a  right  to  help  themfelves. — 
Every  law  of  equity  and  common 
fenfe  will  juHify  them,  in  revolting 
Againft  fuch  governors,  and  in  fa- 
tisfyibg  th'eirl  own  wants  from  the 
fuperfiaities  of  lazy  luxury. 


0/  the  poitUal  Hehiarfisrs  ani  Im* 
prowvi/atori* 

AS  f  fauntered  a?ong  the  Strada 
NuoVi  jatefy,  I  perceived  a 
groupe  of  piopk  liilenin?,  with 
much  attention,  to  a  perlon  who 
harangued  thelfi  in  a  raifed,  fo- 
lemn  voice,  and  with  great  geflt- 
culatlon.  I  immediately  made  one 
of  the  auditory,  which  increafed 
t\t:y  moment;  men,  women,  and 
childrert  bringing  feats  from  the 
fteighbouring  houfcs,  on  which 
they  placed  themfelves  around  the 
orator.  '  He  repeated  ftanzas  From 
ArSott^o,  in  a  pompous,  recitativo 
cadcnte,  Peculiar  t6  the  natives  of 
Italy;,  ana' he  had  a  book  in  his. 
bandf  to  affift  his  memory  when  it 
failed.  W/t  made  occafional  com- 
mentaries in  profe,  by  way  of 
bringing  the  poet's  expreflibn 
nearer  w  the  level  of  his  hearers' 
capacities,  His  cloak  hung  I00& 
from  ont  (hi^ttlderj  his  right  arm 
was  difenga^d^  ror  the  purpofes 
of  oratory.  Sometimes  he  waved 
it  with  a  flow,  fmooth  motion, 
which  accorded  ^ith  the  cadence 
of  the  verfes;  fometiines  \kt  prefled 
it  to  his  braafti  to  give  energy  to 
the  pathetic  ferttimenu  ot  tho 
poet.  Noiv  he  gathered  the  hanj^- 
mg  folds  of  the  right  fide  of  his 
cloak,  and  held  them  gracefully 
Qp,  ilk  imiution  of  a  Roman  fe^. 
nator;  and  anon  he  fwune  them 
Krofs  his  left  ihoalder,  like  a  ci- 

tns^Q  Qf  N^fl^^t    Ht  httmcMirod 
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the  Hanza  by  his  voice,  which  he 
could  modulate  to  the  key  of  any 
paillon,  from  the  boiAerous  burlls 
of  rage,  to  the  foft  notes  of  pity  or 
\avt.  But,  when  he  came  to  de- 
fcribe  the  exploits  of  Orlando,  he 
truHed  neither  to  the  powers  of  his 
own  voice,  nor  the  poet'^  genius ; 
but,  throwing  off  his  cloak,  and 
grafping  his  cane,  he  aiTumed  the 
Warlike  attitude  and  flern  coun- 
tenance of  that  hero ;  reprefenting, 
by  the  moil  animated  adion,  how' 
he  drove  his  fpear  through  the 
bodies  of  fix  of  his  enemies  at 
once ;  the  point  at  the  fame  time 
killing  a  feVenth,  who  would  al(b. 
have  remained  transfixed  with  hi$ 
companions,  if  the  fpear  could, 
have  held  more  than  fix  min  of  aa 
ordinary  fize  upon  it  at  a  time. 

II  Cavalier  d^  An^lante  ove  pui  fpeflb 
Vido  le  genci  e  I'anme,  abbafsd  1  afta, 
£d  uno  in  qu«Ua,  e  pofcia  un  aJtro  mdle 
E  un  altrOt  e  un  aitro^  che  fembrar  di  pafta^ 
£  fino  a  fei  ve  nUnfiUo^  e  li  rede 
l^utti  una  lancla  |  e  p«rche'  ella  non  bafia 
A  piu  capir,  lafcid  il  ftttimo  fuore 
Ferito  fi  che  di  quel  cclpo  myoro. 

This  ftanza  our  declaimer  had  no 
occafion  to  comment  npon,  as 
^riofto  has  thought  fit  to  lilufirace 
it  in  a  manner  which  feemed 
highly  to  the  tafie  of  this  audience. 
For,  in  the  verfe  immediatelv  foU 
lowing,  ()rlando  is  compared  to  a 
man  kilting  frogs  in  marihy  ground, 
with  a  bow  and  arrow  made  for  that 
purpofe ;  an  amufement  very  com- 
mon in  Italy,  and  ftill  more  fo  in 
Prance. 

Non  altrimente  neir  eftrema  arena 

Veggiam  ie  fane  de'  canali  a  foife 

Dal  cauto  arcier  nc  i  fiaochi,  e  nella  fchlena 

I<*una  vicina  air  altera  efler  |>erco(re, 

Ne  dalla  freccia,  fin  che  tntta  plena  , 

Npn  fia  da  uq  capo  all*  altero  dTcr  rimoflb. 
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I  mud  however  do  this  audience 
the  juHIce  to  acknowledge,  that 
they  fcemed  to  feel  the  pathetic 
and  fublime,  a)  well  as  the  ludi- 
crous,'parts  of  the  ancient  bard. 

This  pra£lice  of  rehcarAng  the 
.verfes  of  Ariollo,  TafTo,  and  other 
poets,  in  the  ftreet,  f  have  not 
©"bferved  in  any  other  town  of- 
Itafy;  and  I  ani  told  it  is  left* 
common  here  than  it  was  formerly,. 
I  remember  indeed,  at  Venice,  "to 
have  frequently  feen  mountebanks, 
who   gained    their   livelihood    by 


force  ;  and  had  adnally  b^oa  ^e 

horrid  attempt,.. w,het>  the  fhrieka 
of  this  chade  maiden  reached  the 
cars  of  the  Venetian  bero ;  who, 
ever  ready  to  relieve  virgins  in 
diHrefs,  rufhed  ipto  the  apartipent 
from  whence  the  cries  ifiued.  The 
brutal  raviiher,  farmed  at  the 
noife,  quits  th^  struggling  lady, 
at  the  very  inftant  when  her 
ftrenp^th  began  to  fail ;  draws  his 
flam.mg  fword ;  a^d  %-  4^tA^f^^ 
co'rpbat  begins  between  him  and 
the    cbriftian    knight,    who  '^^ei'- 


aniufing  the  populace  at  St.  Mark's  '  forms  miracles  of  Courage  and  ad 
Place,  '  with.  wpiKjcrful    and    ro-'    drefs  iri  refifting  thp  bJows  of  th^ 


mantic  ftories  in  profe.— **  Liilcn, 


*^  have  fomething  equally  afTedinj 
^'  and  wonderful  to  tell  you  ;  a* 
*'  ilrange  and  ftjipendous  advej?- 
**  ture,  which. happened  to  a  gal- 
*'  lant  knighi." — Perceiving  that 
tjiis  did  not  fufiiciently  intereft  the 
hearers,  he  exalted  his  Yoice, 
Ailing  out  that^his  knight  wa^ 
uno  Cavalliero .  *Crifliano.  TKe 
audience  feemed  iliil  a  little 
fluf^nating,  He  raifed  bis  voice  « 
note  higher,  telling,. thein  that  this 
chriftian  knight  was  one  of  their 
own  viAorious  countryinen,  "  "■** 


Eroc   Veneziano/*    ^his 


un' 
£xed 


them ;  and  he  prQcee4ed  to  relate 
how  the  knight,  going  to  join  the. 
chriftian  army,  which  was  on  its. 
iDaj:ch  to  recover  the  fepulchre  of 
(jhrift  from  the  hands  of  the  in-^ 
f^ls,  loft  his  way  in  a  vaft  wood, 
and  wandered  at  length  to  a  caftle, 
in  which  a  lady  of  tranfcendent 
beauty  was  kept  prifoner  by  a 
gigantic  Saracen >  who,  havings' 
Ailed  in  all  his  endeavQurs  to  gain 
the  heart  of  this  peerlefs  damfel, 
rafolved  to  gratify  his  paffion  by 


mighty  giant ;  till,  his  foot  unfor- 
tunately flipping  in  'the  blood 
which  flowed  on, the  pavement,  he 
fpll  at  the  feet  of  the  Saracea  ; 
who,  immediately  feiziny  thei  ad- 
vantage  which  chance  gave  him,' 
raifed  his  fword  with  all  his  inifijit, 
and—  Here  the  orator^s  hat  new 
to  the  ground,  open  to  receive  the 
contributions  of  the  liftepers  ;  anci 
he  continued  repeating,  '*  raifed 
*'  his  fword  over  the.acad  of  the 
**  chriftian  knight-*-;-*'^  raifed  bia 
**  bloody,  '  murderous  Brand,  to 
'*  deftroy  your  noble,  y^lis^nt  conn- 
''  tryman.'*— rBuj^'he  proceeded  na 
farther  in  his  harr^Mve,  till  all 
who  fpemed  interf^a  ^q  it  had 
thrown  ibmethi'Qg'  ^nto  the  hat. 
Be  then  pocketed  ihf  money  with, 
great  gravity,  and  wei^t  on  to  in- 
&rm  thero»  that,  at  this  critical^ 
moment,  the  Lady,  feeing  the 
danger  which  threatei^ed  her  de- 
liverer, redoubled  her  prayers  to 
the  Blefled.  Mary,  who,  a  virgin 
herfelf,  is  peculiarly  attentive  and 
propitious  to  the.prayers  of  virgins. 
Juft  as  the  Saracen's  fword  was 
defcepding  on  the.  head  of  the  Ve- 
netian, a  large  bee  flew,  quick  as 
thoughir^  in  at  the  window^  Hung 
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the  former  very  fmartly  on  the  laft 
temple^    diverted    the  blow,   and 
gaye  the  chriftian  knight  time  to 
recover  him.felf.     The  fight  then 
xetqmmeaced  with  frefh  fury ;  but, 
after  the  Virgin  Mary  had  taken 
fuch  a  decided  part,  you  may  be- 
lieve at  wias  no  match.  The  infidel 
ibon  iell  dead  at  the  fieet  of  the 
believer.     But  who  do  you  think 
this   beauteous    maiden   was».  on 
whofe  ..account   the    combat    had 
begun  ?    Why  no  other  than  the 
£fter  of  the  Venetian  hero.— This 
yoai^  lady  had  .  been  fiolen  from 
her  father's  houfe,  while  ihe  was 
yet  a  child,  by  an  Armenian  mer- 
chanty  who  dealt  in  no  other  goods 
.than  womeni     He  ooncealea  the 
child  till  he  found  means  to  carry   . 
her  to  Egypt ;  where  he  kept  her 
in  bondage,  with  other  young  girls, 
till  the  age.  of  fifteen,   and  then 
fold .  her  to  the  Saracen.     I  do  not^ 
cxadiy  remember  whether  tl>e  re-^ 
cognitipn  between  the  brother  and 
filler  was  made  out  by  means  of  a 
mole  on  the  young  lady's  neck,  or 
by  a  bracelet  on  her  arm,  which, 
with  fome  other  of  her  mother's 
jewels,    happened    to   be    in   her 
pocket  when  ihe  was  flolen ;  but, 
in   whatever    manner    this    came 
about,  there  was  the  greateft  joy 
on  the  happy  occafion;  and 'the 
lady   joined   the  ..army  with    her 
brother,  and  one  of  the  chridiaa 
commanders  fell  iii  love  with  her, 
and  their  nuptials  were  fblemnized 
at  Jerufalem;  and  they  returned 
to  Venice,  and  had  a  very  nume- 
roQs  family  of  the  finefl  children 
you  ever  beheld. 

At  Rome,    thofe    flreet-orators 

fometimes  entertain  their  audience 

with    interefiing  pafTages  of  real 

hi^ry.    I  remember  having  heard 

'  Me,  in  particular^  give  a  fall  and 


true  account. how  the  bloody  hea- 
then emperor  Nero  fet  £re  to  the 
city  of  Rome,  ,and  fat  at  a  wlndoV 
of  his  golden  palace,  plapujc;  on  a  ' 
harp,  while  the  town  was  in  names* 
After  which  -  the  hiflorian  pro. 
ceeded  to  relate,  how  this  unna- 
tural emperor  murdered  his  pwjt 
inother;  and  he  concluded*  \^ 
giving  the  audience  the  fatisfa^lioa 
of  hearing  a  particular  detail  of  all 
the  Ignominious  circumftances  at- 
tending the  murderer's  own  death. 

This  bufinefs  of  ftreet-oratory, 
while  it  amufes  the  populace,  and 
keeps  them  from  lefs  innocent  and 
more  expenfive  paHimes,  gives  them 
at  the  fame  time  fome  general  ideis 
of  hiHory.  Street-orators,  there- 
fore, are  a  more  ufeful  fet  of  men. 
than  another  clafs,  of  which  there 
are  numbers  at  Rome,  who  enter- 
tain companies  with  extempo- 
raneous verfes  on  any  given  fubje&. 
The  laft  are  called  Improuvifatoris; 
and  fpme  people  admire  thefe  per- 
formances greatly.  For  my  own 
part,  I  am  too  poor  a  judge  of  the 
Italian  language  either  to  admire 
or  condemn  them ;  but,  from  the 
nature  of  the  thing,  I  (hould  ima- 
gine they  are  but  indif&rent.  It 
is  faid,  that  the  Italian  is  pecu- 
liarly calculated  for  poetry,  and 
that  verfes  may  be  made  with  more 
facility'in  this  than  in  any  other 
language.  It  may  be  more  eafy  lo 
find  fmooth  li#es,  and  make  ^em 
terminate  in  rhime  in  Italian,  than 
in  any  language ;  but  to  compofe 
verfes  with  all  the  qualities  eiTential 
to  good  poetry,  I  imagine  leifure 
and  long  reiledion  are  requifite* 
Indeed  I  underiland,  from  thqfe 
who  are  judges,  that  thofe  extern-* 
pore. com pontions  of* the  Impron- 
vifatori  are  in  general  but  mean 
produdions^  ,C0infi^ng   of  a  few 
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fulfooie  compliments  to  the  com- 
pany, and  fome  com  men- pi  ice  ob- 
fcrvations,  pu:  info  rhimc,  on  the 
fubje^  propofcd,  There  is,  how- 
cver,  a  lady  of  an  amiabie  cha- 
rader,  Signora  Gorilla,  whofc 
extempore  prodadlionsi  which  Ihe 
repeats  in  the  mod  graceful  man- 
ner, are  admired  by  people  of  real 
taftc.  While  we  were  at  Ronie, 
fhis  lady  m^de  an  appearance  one 
evening,  ar  the  ailembly  of  the 
Arcadi,  vyhich  charmed  a  very  nu- 

-merous  company;  and  of  ^hich 
our  friend  Mr.  R— y  has  given  me 
fuch  an  accoant,  as  makes  me  re- 
gret that  {  was  not  prefent.  After 
mnch  entreaty,  t  fubje£l  •  being 
given,  ihe  began,  accompanied  by 
two  violins,  and  futig  her  no^re- 

'  meditated  (trains  with'  great  variety 
of  thought  and  elegdnce  of  lan- 
guage. *  T^c  whole  of  her  per- 
K>rmance  lafted  a^ove  an  hour, 
with  three  or  four  panfes,  of  about 
five  minutes  each,  which  feemed 
xicceflary,  more  that  (be  might  re- 
cover her  ftrcngth  and  voice,  than 
for  recolle^ion  ;  for  that  gentleman 
faid,  that  norhing  could  have  more 
|he  air  of  in fpi ration,  of  what  we 
are  told  of  ^be  Pythian  Brophetefs. 
At  her  6rft  fetting  out,  Ker  manner 
was   iedate,  or  rather  cold ;    but 

'gradually  becoming  animated,  her 

'  voice  rofe^  her  eves  fparkled,  and 
the  rapidity    and    beauty  of  her 

'  ^xpreiiions  and  ideas  feemed  fuper- 
natural.    She  at  laft  called  on  ano- 

.  ther  member  of  the  fociety  to  iing 
alternately  with  her,  which  he 
{complied  with  ^  bat  Mr.  R— y 
thought,  though  they  were  Areadts 

-fimbo,  tfiey  v^erp  by  nq  means  ca^- 
fare  pt^es, 

Naples  is  celebrated  for  the  fined 

'ppera  in  Europe.  This  however 
hapoens  not  co  be  the  feafon  of 


performing ;  bat  the  common  peer* 
pie  enjoy  /i&»>  operas  at  all  fcafons. 
Little  concerts  of  vocal  and  inft ru- 
men tal  muf}c  are  heard  every  even- 
ing in  the  Str^da  Nuova,  the  Chi- 
aca,  the  Strada  dt  Toledo,    and 
other  ftreets  ;  and  young  men  and 
women   are  feen  dancing   co   the 
mu^ic    of  ambulatory  performers 
all  along  this  delighcful  bay.     To 
a  piere  fpeftator,  the  amuiements 
of  the  common  people  aflTord  more 
delight,  than  thofe  of  the  great ; 
becHufe  they  fecm  to  be  more  cn-n 
joyed  by  the  oneclafs,  than  by  the 
other.      This   is    the    pafc   every 
where,  except  in  france ;   where 
the  hieh  ap^ar  as  happy  a«  tho/b 
of  middle  ran(t,  and  the  rich  are 
very  near  as  merry  as^  the   poor. 
But,  ii\  moft  other  countries,   the 
•people  of  great  rank  and  fortune, 
though  iRey  flock  to  every  J^ind  of 
entertainment,  from   not  knowing 
what  te  do  with  themfelves,   yec 
ieem  to  enjoy  them  lefs  than  tho/e 
of  inferior  rank  and  fortune. 

I  know  not  what  may  be  the  caie 
at  the  opera  ;  but  I  can  aflure  yon 
there  are  none  of  thofe  burlls  among 
the  auditories  which  the  ftreei- 
performers  at  Nnples  gather  around 
them,  j  faw  very  lately  a  large 
clufter  of  men,  women^  and 
children,  entertained  to  the  higheft 
degree,  and  to  all  appearance 
made  exceedingly  happy,  by  a 
poor  fellow  with  a  maflc  on  his 
face,  and  a  guitar  in  his  hands. 
He  affembleiThis  asdience  by  the 
fpngs  he  fu(ig  to  the  n|ttfic  of  hts 
inftrument|  and  by  a  thousand 
merry  (lories  he  told  thepi  with 
infinite  drollery.  This  afTembiy 
was  in  an  open  place,  facing  the 
bay,  and  near  the  palace.  The 
old  women  fat  liftening,  with  their 
dil^affsj  fptnoing  a  kind  of  coarfe 
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flax,  and  wetting  the  thread  with 
their  rpittle  ;   their  grand-children 
fprawled  at  their  feet,  amofed  with 
the  twirliftg  of  the  fpindle.     The 
men  and  their  wives,  the  youths 
and  their  mtftreiTesj  fkt  in  a  circle, 
with  their  tyts  ixed  on  the  mu- 
fician,    who  kept  them  laughing 
for  a  great  part  of  the  evening 
with  his  ftories,  which  he  enlivened 
occafionaNy  with  tunes  upon  the 
guitar.      At    length,    when    the 
company  was  moft  Bonkeroos,  and 
at  the  higheft  pitch  of  good  ha. 
monr,  he  fuddenly  poll^  off  his 
na&,  laid  down  his  guitar,  and 
opened  a  little  box  which  flood 
before  hhn,  and  addrefled  the  au- 
dience in  the  following  words,  as 
literally  as  J  can  tranilate  them : — 
**  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  there  is 
'*  a  time  for  all  things ;   we  have 
**  had  enough  of  jelling;  innocent 
"  mirth  is  excellent  for  the  health 
"  of  the  body ;  but  other  things 
'*  are  reqai£te  lor  the  health  of 
**  the  foul.      I  will    now,    with 
*'  your  permiffion,  my  honourable 
"  matters  and  miftreCes,  entertain 
"  you  with  fomething  ferioos,  and 
**  of  infinitely  greater  importance  ; 
'*  fomething  for  which  all  of  you 
**  will  have  reafbn  to  blefs  me  as 
"long  as  you  live."      Here  he 
fliook  out  of  a  bag  a  mat  number 
of  little  leaden  crncinxcs,— "  J  am 
**JQft  come  from  the  holy  houfe 
'*  ofLoretto,  my  fellow  chriftians," 
continued  he,  *^  on  parpofe  to  far- 
■*  niih^ou  with  thole  jewels,  more 
''  precious  than  all  the  gold  of 
I'  Peru,  and  all  the  pearls  of  the 
"  ocean.     Now,  my  beloved  bre- 
*'  thien  and  lifters,  yon  are  afraid 
**  that  I  (hall  demand  a  price  for 
^*  tiiofe  facred  crofTes,  far  above 
-'  yoar  abilities    and   fomething 
I    '^  f9Ptf|)oa4en(  with  t|ieir  val9«« 


by  way  of  indemnification  fvr 
the  fatigue  and  expence  of  the 
long  journey  which  I  have  made 
on  yonr  account,  all  the  way 
from  the  habitation  of  the  Bleflfed 
Virgin  jo  this  thrice  renowned 
city  of  Naples^  the  riches  and 
liberality  of  whofe  inhabitants 
are  celebrated  all  over  the  ^lobe. 
No,  my  generous  Neapolitans  ; 
I  do  not  wifh  to  take  the  ad- 
vantage of  your  pious  and  liberal 
difpofitions.  I  will  not  aik  for 
thofe  invaluable  crucifixes  (all 
of.  which,  let  me  inform  you, 
have  touched  the  foot  of  the 
holy  image  of  the  BlefTed  Virgin, 
which  was  formed  by  the  hands 
of  St.  Luke ;  and,  moreover, 
each  of  them  has  been  (haken  in 
the  Santiffima  Scodella,  the  fa- 
cred porringer  in  which  the  Vir- 
5 in  made  the  pap  for  the  infant 
efus) ;  I  will  not,  I  fay,  aik 
an  ounce  of  gold,  no,  not  even 
a  crown  of  ulver;  my  regard 
for  yon  is  fuch,  that  I  fhall  let 
yoa  have  them  for  a  penny  n 
piece/' 


Reflexions  en  the  Genius  and  Cha-  ' 
rafler  of  the  Bifcayners.     From 
Dillon's  Travels  through  Spain. 

THE  Bifcayners  give  the 
name  of  republics  to  the 
different  jarifdiAions  in  their  pro- 
yifices,  all  which,  except  Orduna, 
their  only  city,  and  a  few  towns, 
are  compofed  of  hamlets,  and 
lonely  houfes,  difperfed  up  and 
down,  according  to  the  convenience 
of  fitaation,  in  fo^clofe  and  inter-r ' 
feAed  a  country.  However  their 
houfes  have  every  advantage  of 
dillribution,  conlifting  of  a  prin- 
cipal  fiprjr,    befid^t   the  g^nnd 
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fl^or^  for  ofBces,  with  in  appen- 
dage of  tables,  granaries,  ouc- 
kiifes,  coiirts, .  cellars,  and  g ar- 
cleos ;  wich  orchards,  meadows, 
and  often  cora-fields,  coi^tiguoos 
to  the  buUdii)g»  with  chefnut 
proves,  and  other  improvemenis 
to  the  very  fopt  of  the  mountatoew 
I^othing  can  be  more  pleafant  to 
the  traveller,  than  to  fee  houies 
«Ad  gardens  during  the  whole 
courfp  of  his  progrei^,  particularly 
iinoat  Orduna  to  Bilbao,  an  extent 
of  fix  leagues,  which  leeots  like 
one  continued  village.  The  upper 
part  of  the  haufes  were  formerly 

ot  wood,  bnt  the  new  ones  are  of 

jSone»    and   onfi  feldom    fees  ^  an 

tu^ty  houfe»  or  any  fallen  in 
rains ;  on  the  contrary,  many  new 

Qfie^p  both  large  and  convenifnt, 

9re    xonftaAtly  <  building  ;     from 

wl^ence  it  appears,    that   though 

populaxiqn   caAnec  wtli    be  con- 

fidkerably    cncreaied*    while    new 

lr^aa«h«i.  of  indoftry  are  not  in- 

troduQid,  (all  the  land  being  occu- 
pied) ic  fecials  rather  to  augment, 

xotwithflanding  the  many  emi- 
grations ;  and  though  fome  women 

emigrate  likewiie,  few  remain  at 

home  without  hu(bands.     Thefe 

difperfed  families  may  be  held  as 

the  moft  antient  in  Spain,  and  the 

country  is  indebted  to  them,  for 

popuUtioa  and  cultore.     In  the 

Biicay  language  they  -are  called' 

Etke^Mtnasi  that  is,  IfM-ds  of  tene- 
ments,  whofe  anceAors  have  pof- 

i^^  them'tione  immemorial,  and 

will  probably  cMcinae  h  for  fu- 
ture ages,  as  felling  or  mortgaging 

ss  held  in  great  difreputc.     Such 

lands  as  belong  to  rich  f4imLlies, 

arc  let  o«t  to  others,  and  as  they 

lie  under  their  eye  and  inrpe&ioa*, 

the  whok  is  attended  to^  with  the 

mnfiSi,  ttOivi^i     the    parochial 


church  (lands  io  the  centre  of  the 
parifh,  which,  if  too  ezteniive, 
has  a  chapel  of  eafe,  for  the  con- 
veaiency  of  the pa^riihioners  $  many 
of  whoiti  repair  to  thefe  churches 
from  very  great  dlftances,  in  the 
ieyereii  weather.  Their  antiquity 
may  be.  traced,  from  th^ir  dedica- 
tions, which  are  generally  to  tlie 
Blefled  Vugin,  to  Si.  John,  or 
the  apoAtes  ajad  faints  of  the  pri- 
mitive cjiuroh  \  -and  their  livings 
mud  be  icomf^wtable,  bom  the 
decent  appearance  of  iheir  paftprs. 

Not  only  Bifcay,  Guypufcoa, 
and  Alab^,  but  alio  the  vpoun^ains 
of  Burgos,  are  full  o£  g^ntlemens 
feats,  known  by  the  name  of  Sb* 
laretj  or  C^^.  Solariigas^  worthy 
of  much  veneration  from  their 
antiquity  ;  the  owners  of  thefe  are 
diftlnguilhed  by  the  title  of  Hi^ 
dalgos  it  Cafa  Sslar,  or  de  Solar 
Conmd^-^'^  <^enticmen  of  known 
property ;"  the  moft  honourable 
appellation  in  3pain.  They  are 
generally  ilrong,  plain-  flru£lqres, 
with  iquore  lowers ;  but  many  of 
the  towers  haw  been  deAroyed  ; 
and  in  the  modern  repairs,  they 
have  followed  the  f^ihioo  of  the 
times. 

The  head  of  the  family  is  called 
Paritnte  Mayor^  and  is  greatly 
refpe^d  by  all  the  collateral 
branches ;  ibme  of  thefe  are  of 
fttch  high  antiquity,  as  to  be 
thought  to  have  dwelled  there 
before  the  eftabJifliment  of  chrif- 
tianity  in  that  country,  &nce 
their  ance(k>rt  were  the  founders 
of  the  churches,  had  the  patronage 
of  them,  and  were  known,  fo  far 
back  as  ibur  centuries  ago,  to 
have,  even  then,  been  time  imme- 
morial in  receipt  of  the  ty  thes ; 
othen«  without  any  patronage,  are 
d^eoied  equally  an.ti^ftti  laanyaiv 
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fo  far  redaced  as  to  be  obliged  to 

cultivate  their  eftaces^  with    their. 
own  haodsy  yet  will  not  yield  to 
the  otHer^t  in  nobility land  defcent, 
all  edging     that,      (hough     feme 
branches  have  been  more  enriched 
by  fortunate  event5>  yet  they  are 
all  equally  Tprung.  from  one  com- 
mon ancellor.     Their  ijames  have 
undoubtedly    paiTed    in    a    lineal 
fucceifioo,    from   a   more  antient 
dace  than  the  ages  of  chivalry »  the 
eilabliihment  of  coiat  armour,  or 
of  archives,  and  records  ;  to  which 
they  pay  little  attentiopj  as  of  no 
importance  to  illuftrate. their  qna* 
Ucyp  the  pofleffion  of  one  of  tnefe 
houfes,  or  the  conft^nt  tradition  of 
being    defcended   from   a  former 
poile^or,    being    more   than  fufii- 
cient  to  ennoble  their  blood ;  manv 
fuch  having  (hined  in  the  annals 
of  Spain,    oy  the   nobleft  deeds, 
which    have    immoruHzed    their 
names    more  than    their   ancient 
defcent.      Theie  have  fettled  in 
different    parts  of   the  kingdom, 
while  the  nead  of  the  famUy  haa 
continued  at  home,  in  a  ftateof 
iimpliclty.    plou^htng    bis    fields^ 
and  infjpiring    nis  children    with 
fentiments  fai table  to  the  heroIcaL 
ages :   the  daughters  are  brought 
up  in  a  different  maxuier  from  moft 
other  parts  pf  the  world  ;  here  the 
moff  opulent  do  not  difdain  the 
management  of  houihold   affairs,^ 
and  every  branch  of.domefiic  oeco- 
nomy,    with    a   noble  ilmplicxty, 
that  feems  •  to  recall  thofe  glorious 
^^^i  oC  which  Hpmer  has  fung. 
Whoever    looses     for     innocence, 
health   and  content,    will  find  it 


amongft  the  inhabitants  of  Bifcay; 
and  iT  they  are  not  the  richeft^ 
they  may  be  wel(  deemed  the  hap« 
yicff  of  mankind  *. 

It  is  pleafing  to  behold  with 
what  affability  the  rich  demeail 
themfelves  towards  thp/e  who  arf$ 
lefs '  fo  than  (heirvfelves,  being 
obliged  to  this  condefceniion  from 
tlie  natural  fpirit  and  jpnde  of  the 
people,  added  to  their  education 
and  notions  of  freedom.  Unac- 
Cuffomed  to  brook  the  lea^  fcorn« 
or  to  comply  with  thaf  fubmiiEvf 
behaviour  fo  ufual  froin  the  poor 
to  the  nch,  in  more  r«fined  andl 
opulent  kingdoms;  yet  the  com* 
mon  proverb  of  Caftiie,  Poireza  no 
ts  w7«w,  "  Poverty  is  not  a  blc- 
miffi,'*  lias  no  fway  here,  fgr  fuch 
aro  their  nptions  pf  labour,  an4 
induflry,  that  their  fpirit  niakes 
them  coniider  it,  as  an.  indignity; 
to  beg;  and  though  the  women 
ve  .generally  charitable.  Which 
cao^o(  fail  to  attra£t  mendicants; 
yet  thefe  are  moil  commonly 
ffrangers. 

The  country  people  wear 
bro^es,  not  unlike  thofe  of  the 
highlands  of  Scotland,  tied  up 
with  ereat  neatnefsj  being  the  moft 
ufefuT  for  a  flippery  and  moun- 
tainous country.  When  ihey  are 
90t  bu{y  iji  the  fieids,  they  walk 
with  a  ftaff  taller  than  themfelves^ 
which,  ferves  them  to  vault  over 
gullies,  and  is  an  excell.^nt  weapon 
in  cafe  of  affault,  with  which  they 
will  baffle  the  moft  dextrous  fwordf* 
ihen ;  they  wear  cloaks  in  the 
winter,  the  pipe  is  cooftantly  in 
the  month,  as  well  for  pleafure  as 


^  Mr.  Rowles  relates,  that  the  moil  opulent  families  mak*  na  fcruple  tQ 
bake,  brew,  drelV  viftuals,  and  waih  linen.  For  my  part  I  cannot  fay  I  ob* 
Tcrvcd  thtfe  circumftances  iimongil  the  opulent Bifcayners,  though!  often  expe-: 
rienced  their  open-hearted  hofpitality  and  benevolence. 
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from  a  notion  that  tobacco  prc- 
fcrvcs  tSeci  agrijiifji  the  dampnefs  of 
the  air;  aU  this,  joined  to' their 
natural  a£livity,  fprightlinefs,  and 
vigour,  gives  them  an  appearaiice 
feeming  to  border  on  feroticy,' 
were  it  not  the  reverfe  of  theic 
BiannersV  which  are  gentle  and 
eafy,  when  np  motive  is  given  to 
choler,  which  the  lead  fpark  kin- 
dles into  violt-ncc. 

It  ha*  been  bpferved,  lliat  }^c 
hihabitants  of.  mountains  are 
firongly  attached  to  their  country p' 
wWith  probably  arifes  from  the 
divifion  of  lands,  in  which,  gene- 
»  rally  fpeaking,  all  have  an  in-' 
terel!.  In  this,  the  Bifcayncrs 
exceed  all  othef-  dates,  looking 
with  fondnefs  on  their  hills,  as  the 
moft  delightful  fcenes  in  the  woHId, 
tnd  their  people  as  the  moil 
refpeftable,  defcended  from  the 
aiorigines  of  Spain.  This  prtf- 
poHeifion  excites  them  to  the  mbft' 
extraordinary  labour,  and  to  exe- 
cute  things  f^ir  beyond  what  could 
be  expe£led,  in  (p  fmall  dnd  rug- 
ged a  country,  where  they  have 
few  branches  of  commerce:  I  can- 
not give  a  greater  proof  of  their 
InduSry,  than  thofe  fine  roads  they 
h-ave  now  made  from  Bilbao  to 
Cailile,  as  well  a^  in  Guypufcoa 
and  Alaba.  When  one  fees  the 
^pafTage  over  the  tremendous  moup- 
tain  of  Ordaoti  one  cannot  be- 
hold it  without  th^  utmoft  forprize 
and  admiration, 

The  manners  of  the  Bifcayners, 
and  the  ancient  Irifh,  are  fo  fimilar 
Oft  many  occafions,  as  to  encou- 
rage the  notion  of  the  Iriih  being 
delcended  from  {hem.  Both  men 
and  women  are  extremely  fond  of 
pilgrimages,  repairing  from  great 
did^nces  to  the  churches  of  their 
pa^rpns^  or  tii(eiary  faints^  (inking 


and  dancing,  till  they  almoft  drop 
down  with  fatigue.  The  Irilh  cfo 
tlie  fame  at  their  patrcns.  The 
Guizones  of  Bifcay,  and  the  J?«*- 
l^TKkeigbs  of  Ireland,  arc  nearly 
alike  :  at  all  thefe  alTemblies,  th.v 
Knock  Out  one  another's  brains,  on 
the  mod  trivial  provocation,  unrb- 
out  malice  ^r  ranct>ui,  and  without 
tiling  a  knife  or  a  dagger;  In  borh 
countries  the  common  people  arc 
paifionate,  eafily  proVOked  if  their 
family  is  flighted,  or  rheir  dcfcenr 
Called  in  queftion.  The  Chac^H 
of  Bifcay,  or  thtShehnn  of  Ireland, 
makes  them  equally  frantic.  In 
Ireland  the  poor  eat  out  of  one  difh 
with  their  fingers,  and  fit  in  their 
fmoaky  Cabbins  without  chimnies, 
as  well  ai  the  Bifcayners.  ^  The 
brogue  is  alfo  the  (hoe  of  Bifcay ; 
the  women  tie  a  kerchcr  roand 
H^cir  heads,  wear  red  petticoats, 
go  barefoot,  in  all  which  thcjr  re- 
femble  the  Bifcayners,  and  with 
them  have  an  equal  good  opinion 
of  their  ancient  oefcent:  the  poor 
Bifcayner,  though  haughty,  is  la- 
borious and  adtve,  an  example 
worthy  to  be  imitated  by  the  Irifn. 

So  many  concurring  circum- 
ftances  fupport  the  idea  of  their 
having  been  originally  one  people. 
It  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  the 
old  Irifh,  whether  from  fimiiitude 
c^  cuftoms,  religion,  'and  tradi- 
tional  notions,  or  whatever  t\k 
may  be  the  caofe,  have  always 
been  attached  to  the  Spaniards, 
who  on  their  fide,  perhaps  from 
political  views,  h^ve  treated  them 
with  reciprocal  alfe^ton,  granting 
rhem  many  privileges,  and  filling 
them  even  Oritt^d9l  in  their  laws, 
as  a  colony  defcended  from  Spain ; 
yet,  with  all  thefe  advantages,  if 
we  except  thofe  gallant  foldier^ 
who  h4ve  ^iftingv(ime4  theipfelves 
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10  the  field  wherever  .  they  have^ 
ffrvcd,  few  Iriih  have  made  a  con- 
fpicuotis  figure  la  Spain,  or  have 
Itfi  great  wealth  to  their  famU 
lies  *.  ^ 

The  king  of  Spain  has  no  other 
title  over  thefe  free  people^  than 
that,  of  Lord  of  Bifcay,  as  the 
kings  of  England  formerly  held 
over  Ireland;  they  admit  of  no 
biHiops,  por  of  cuftom-boaiies  in 
their  provinces^  and  as  they  pay 
lefs  duties  than  the  king's  other 
fuhjcds,  they  were  not  included  in 
the  Utp  exteniionsof  the  American 
commerce;  hbwever,  they  content 
themfelves  with  that  renown  which 
they  have  acquired  for  themfelves 
and  their  iflue,  infomuch  that  upon 
only  proving,  to  be  originally  be? 
longing  to  that  lord  (hip,  or  de-, 
{bended  from  fuch  in  the  male  line> 
lawfully  begotten «  they  are  entitled 
to  claim  public  certificates^  or  exe- 
cutory letters,  termed  Cartoj  txt- 
cMtoriasy  expreflive  of  their  being 
Hidalgos  de  Sau^i,  or  '^  Gentlemen, 
of  btood ;"  their  nobility  having 
been  confirmed  to  them,  by  the 
kings  of  Caftile  and  Leon,  lords  of 
Bifcay,  in  the  plenitude  of  their' 
power. 

The  moft  lofty  Caililians  have 
conftant  rivah  for  antiquity  and 
defcent  in  the  inhabiunts  of  Bif- 
cay, Aftuhas,  and  the  mountains 


of  Leon :  thus,  in  Dpn  Qui^Eote, 
Donna  Rodriguez,  the  duenna^- 
fpeaking  of  her  huiband,  fay»,  he- 
was  as  well  born  as  the  king,  be- 
caufe  he  caine  from  the  mounuins.* 
7"  Joire  tcJo  Hidalgo,  cem§  tl  Rty, 
porque  era  montanej  f  • 

ImpreiTed  with  thefe  flattering^ 
ideas,  the  high-minded  Bifcayner 
leaves  his  native  foil,  and  repairs 
to  Madrid.  Confcious  that  hi» 
blood  is  pure,  u.ncontaminated  with 
mixtures  of  Jewifh^  or.  Mahometan 
raceji,  he  raif(;s  his  hopes  on  honeft 
i&diiftry  and  fobriety^  fulfilling 
his  duties  with  zeal  and  fub- 
miflion  ;  he  often  meets  with  rela- 
tions, in  aflluence,  and  fpmetimes. 
rifes  to  the  higheil  employments. 
It  (hould  feem  that  fome  fuch  cha-. 
raster  mud  have  offended  the  im- 
mortal Cervantes,  from  his  pointed 
reflections  in  his  celebrated  ro< 
mance  of  Don  Quixote,  where  he 
fays,  that  *'  an  exprefs  being  ar- 
"  rived  with  difpatches  of  moment 
**  direded  to  Don  Sancho  Panza, 
"  governor  of  the  ifland  of  Bars^- 
"  taria,  into  his  own  hands,  or 
'/  thofe  of  his  fegretary,  which  be- 
"  ing  given  to  read  to  the  major  < 
^*  domo,  by  Sancho ; .  the  ima- 
*'  ginary  governor  afltcd.  Who 
•*  here  is  my  fecretary  ?  To  which 
•'  one  prefent  anfwercd,  /,  fir,  am 
**  tbi  perfin,  becm^e  I  can  nod  and 


.  *  Another  inftancc  in  whith  the  Irifh  feem  to  'have  clo&ly  imitated  the 
Spaniih  cuftoms,  is  in  the  taking  of  fnufP,  o/  which  Mr»  Howd,  who  was  in 
Spain  in  1620,  and  went  ibon  after  to  Ireland,  gives  us  the  following  account, 
«i  an  early  period,  after  the  fir(f  introdu£lion  of  fnulf  into  Europe ;  "  The 
Spaniards  and  Iri/h  take  it  moft  in  powder,  or  fnjutchin,  and  it  mightily 
rtfrtfhes  the  brain,  and  I  believe  there  is  ismuch  taken  this  way  in  Ireland,  as 
t|»«e  is  in  pijies  in  England.  One  (hall  commonly  fee  the  ferving  maid  upon 
the  walhing  block,  and  the  fwain  upon  the  ploughftiare,  when  they  are  tired 
vith  labour,  take  out  their  boxes  o^  fmutchin,  and  draw  it  into  their  noftriia 
With  a  quill,  and  it  wijl  beg^ft  new  fpirits  in  them,  with  a  frefli  vigoi^r  to  fall 
ttt  their  work  again."— Epift©!*  Hoeliana.     London,  1726. 

f  Dan  Quixote,  part  a.  torn.  i|..  cap.  ci.     Madrid,  17110 
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*'  m>rit£,  and  am  mairiovtr  a  Mi/- 
**  cmpur.  With  this  additioA^  re- 
•*  plied  S«ndlo,  yoir  are  fit  to 
*'  be  a  iecretary,  eyen  to  an  em- 
««  pcror."  • 


Defcriplion  of  the  Town  of  BTlbao» 
and  the  Manners  of  its  Inhabitants^ 

THE  town  of  Bilbao»  on  the 
banks  of  the  riTer  Ybaizibal, 
is  aboQt  \wo  leagues  frotn  the  (ea, 
aEnd  contains  about  eight  hundred 
Koafes,  with  a  large  ^aare  by  the 
water  fide^  well  (haded  with  plea- 
iant  walks,  which  extend  to  the 
'  outlets,  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
wi\h  nombers  of  honfes  and  gar* 
dens,  which  form  a  moft  pleafing* 
profpeft,  particttlarly  as  you  fau 
dp  the  river;  for,  befides  the 
beautifal  verdnre,  nomeroiis  ob- 
je£is  open  gradualljr  to  the  eye, 
and  the  town  appearing  as  an  am- 
phitheatre, enlivens  the  landfcape, 
and  compTctes  the  fcettcry. 

The  hoirfes  are  folid  arid  lofty, 
the  ftreeti  well  paved  and  level; 
water  is  conveyed  into  the  ftreets, 
and  they  may  be  wafhed  at  plea- 
fwre,  which  renders  Bilbao  one  of 
the  neateft  towns  in  Europe. 
Coaches  are  not  in  nfc,  by  which 
means,  inequality  of  wealth  is.  not 
fo^  perceptible,  exterior  oftentation 
is  avoided,  and  the  poor  man 
walks  by  the  iide  of  the  rich,  with 
•qua]  eafe  and  con  ten  t. 

The  air  is  generally  damp, 
covers  iron  with  ruft,  deftroys  fur- 
niture in  the  upper  apartments, 
extra£^s  the  fait  out  of  dried  fiih, 
and  multiplies  flies  beyond  mea- 
fure,  yec  the  to^m  is  remarkably 
healthy,  and  its  inhabitants  enjoy. 


td  a  great  dej^f«e,  the  thrte  |»-itt- 
cipat  bleffings  of  life,  perfed 
healdi,  ftrength  of  body,  and  a 
chearful  difpofition,  attended  with 
longevity ;  in  proof  of  which, 
though  the  town  is  very  populous, 
the  hofpital  is  fi^quently  empty, 
and  in  the  nine  months,  that  Mr. 
Bowles  refided  there,  only  nine 
perfons  were  buried,  four  of  which 
were  above  eighty.  Every  day  one 
Aay  fee  men  above  that  age  walk- 
ing upright,  in  chearful  converfe 
with  youth.  Burning  fevers,  which 
the  Spaniards  dread  fo  much,  and 
C9\\' tabardilloi,  are  not  known 
here,  and  they  are  feldom  troubled 
with  agues.  What  is  then  the 
reafon  thatfiilbao,  on  the  fide  of  a 
river,  in  fo  damp  a  fitoation,  and 
chiefly  built  on  piles, '  like  the 
cities  in  Holland,  fhould  be  fo 
remarkably  healthy,  with  every 
indication  againft  it?  I  fiiall  en- 
deavour to  account  for  it. 

The  adjacent  mountains  Itdip  the 
dottds  that  arife  from  the  ialine 
vapours  of  the  ocean,  rains  are 
frequent,  but  they  are  feldom 
without  a  fea  breeze,  or  a  land 
wind ;  the  current  of  the  air  being 
thus  foncinually  ventilated,  never 
leaves  the  moiil  vapours  at  reft, 
and  prevents'  their  forming  thofe 
putrid  combinations,  which  heat 
generally  occafions,  on  flagnated 
waiters.  Thus  the  vicinity  of  the 
fea,  the  rains,  and  more  than  all, 
the  (bong  currents  of  air,  are  the 
phyfical  caufes  of  its  falubrity  at 
Bilbao,  a«,  on  the  contrary,  the 
continued  heat  which  rarifies  the 
exhalations  of  fuch  rivers  as  have 
a  flow  motion,  as  well  as  the  flag- 
nated waters  in  ponds  or  lakes, 
where  there  is  great  heat  in  the 


*  J>9P  QiHxote^  part  a.  torn.  4.«  chap.  c.    Madrid,  ^771. 
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air,  snd  Ihtle  wiiid»  will  be  tke 
caufes  of  patrifying  the  Yapoors, 
and  bring  on  fevers  and  other 
diftempers.  For  this  reafon,  the 
inhabitants  of  La  Maacha  are  fo 
fubie6l  CO  agaes^  and  ale  as  mach 
bark  aa  in  Holland,  becaiife  the 
air  has  little  motitfn  in  fttmnier, 
notwithftandlng  the  covntry  » 
open,  and  the  furface  is  dry.  fa 
the  (kme  manner,  a  new  honfe  ia 
dangerous  to  dvirell  iny  where  the 
damp  vapours  are  cdhfined,  though 
one  may  deep  rery  fafeiy  in  the 
deepeft  gallery  of  a  mine,  if  the 
air  haa  a  free  circnlation. 

To  |hefe  favourable  circum- 
ftancesy  the  Bifcayriers  owe  their 
good  fpirits,  freOinefs  of  com- 
p)exion»  and  chearfal  difpofition. 
In  other  conntries,  women  are 
opprefied  with  the  flighteft  fatigue ; 
here  they  work  as  much  aa  the 
ftrongell  men»  onload  the  ihips« 
carry  burdens,  and  do  all  the 
bdfinefs  of  porters..  The  very  fe- 
lons, confined  to  hard  labour  in 
the  mines  of  Almaden,  do  nothing 
in  coMj^airifon  with  thele  females ; 
they  go  bare  iboced,  and  ate  re- 
markably adive,  carrying  burthens 
OB  their  heads  whkh  require  two 
men  to  lift  up.  The  wife  yields 
not  ia  ftrength  to  the  hulband,  nor 
the  fifter  to  the  brother,  and  after 
a  chearfol  glafs,  though  heavily 
loaded^  diey  move  on  with  alacrity* . 


returning  home  in  thef  eveniiig^ 

without  the  appearance  of  laffltade, 
often  arm  in  arm,  dancing  aad 
fiaging  to  the  tabor  and  pips* 

Their  roufic  is  defrayed  at  the 
e^tpente  of  the  town,  after  the 
manner  of  the  antient  Greeks. 
Otn  holidays  they  play  under  the 
trees  in  the  great  fquare  ;>  the  mo- 
ment they  begin,  the  concourie  ia 
great,  men,  wetaen,  and  children^ 
of  all  ages,  are  engaged  at  the 
fame  time,  down  to  the  very  iny 
fants.  The  dances  are  a^ive» 
fttitable  to  their  flrength,  buK  di*- 
v^ited  of  indecent  actitndes  er 
geftures.  Thefe  furpriiing  women^ 
thoueh  conftantly  expofed  to  the 
air,  have  good  complexions,  witk 
lively  eyes,  and  fine  black  hair^ 
in  which  they  pride  themfeWea 
greatly,  and  braid  to  uncommoa 
advantage.  Married  women  wrap 
a  white  handkerchi^  romid  their 
heads,  fo  knotted,  as  to  fall  down 
in  three  plaits  behind,  and  ovet* 
this  the  Montera  cap :  they  have 
a  haughty  look,  and  Worit  rn  the 
fields  like  the  men.  Their  language 
is  the  Bafcnenfg^  which,  without^ 
doubt,  13  original,'  and  as  antrent^ 
as  the  peopling  of  the  count/y, 
being  totally  diftindb,  and  without 
any  connexion  with  any  Spaniili 
dialed;  thofe  who  nnderftand  it» 
aiTure  us  it  is  very  foft  and  harmo* 
nious,  as  well  as  energetic  *. 

A  general' 


*  In  the  mountains  of  Bf  fcay  and  Navarre,  the  Spanifh  language,  or  romance^ 
is  neither  fpoken  or  underftood. 

See  the  following  books. 

De  ia  amigua  Icngua^  poblacionesr  y  Comarcas  de  las  Efpanas  en  que  de 
fafo  fe  tocan  algupas  cofas  de  la  Cantabria  por  Andres  de  Poza-^Bilbao, 
1587,410. 

£1  impolible  Tencido  :  Arte  de  la  lengua  bafconcada  por  manucl  de  Larra- 
1*«ndi.     Salamanca,  1729. 

l^iccionario  Trilin2;iie  del  CaAillano,  Bafcuenfe  y  Latin  por  manuel  de  Lar- 
nmcndi,  17+5, 
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A  general  nreatBer»  prevails  t^erj 
where  in  the  town  of  Bilbao.  The 
(hambles  is  a  Tafcan  building;,  in 
the  centre  of  the  town,  wiih  ao 
open  court  and  a  fountain  in  the 
middle ;  nothing  can  be  more 
cleanly  or  better  contrived,  free 
from  all  bad  fcents,  or  any  thing 
difgnftingy  as  it  is  copioufly  fup- 
plied  with  water  to  carry  away 
every  thing  oi^cnfive.  The  meat 
is  delivered  fo  freih  and  clean,  as 
not  to  require  being  wa(hed,  as 
praftifed  in  other  parts  of  Spain,' 
which  deprives  it  of  its  fubilance 
and  flavour;  the  veal  is  white  and 
delicate,  and  the  poultry  excel- 
'lent :  the  woods  afibrd  pbnty  of 
birda,  befides  five  (brts  of  birds  of 
paffage  called  chimiei,  which  fatten 
ibon  after  their  arrival,  and  are 
greatly  efteemed. 

Among  the  different  forts  of 
fiih,  common  at  Bilbao,  there  are 
two  peculiar  to  that  river,  which 
the  inhabitants  are  remarkably 
fond  of;  thefe  are  a  peculiar  fort 
of  eels  in  winter  and  the  cuttle 
fifli  in  fummer :  the  eels  are  fmall 
like  the  quill  of  a  pigeon,  of  a  pale 
colour,  about  three  inches  long, 
and  without  a  back  bone,  which 
they  catch  at  low  tides  in  prodi- 

S'ous  quantities.  In  a  word,  every 
ing  IS  in  plenty  at  Bilbao,  for 
befi&  a  well  fupplied  market, 
their  gardens  abound  in  pulfe'and 
fruit  of  all  kinds  :  ib  that  one  can 
live  no  where  better  than  here, 
when  we  take  into  the  account  the 


hofpi table  difpofiiion  of  rhe'  in^ia^ 
bicants,  whiclv»  foon  falls  off,  if 
you  flight  iheir  cordiality,  or  at- 
tribute it  to  motives  of  adulatioD  of 
intcreil.  Such  is  the  happy  life 
of  the  inhabitants  of^  Bilbao,  frc« 
from  the  luxuries,  as  well  as  the 
ambitious  paflioos  which  agitate 
the  minds  of  their  neigbM>iir5, 
they  pafs  their  lives  in  tranquility, 
governed  by  wholefome  laws  } 
amongft  which,  they  are  faid  even 
to  have  one  againil  iogratitudej 
with  a  punifiiment  affixed  to  U* 


0/  the  Chara^  of  our  De6t'La<ws, 
and  of  Mr*  Howard.  From  Mr* 
Burke's  Spoicb  to  his  Conftiiuemu 
Mt  Briftol. 

THERE  are  two  capital  faults 
in  our  law  with  relation  to 
civil  debu.  One  is,  that  every 
nun  is  prefume^  folvent.  A  pre- 
fumption,  in  innumerable  cafes^ 
dire&ly  againft  trtflh.  Therefore 
the  debtor  is  ordered,  on  a  foppo-> 
iition  of  ability  and  fraud,  to  be 
coerced  his  liberty  until  he  make9 
payment  By  this  means,  in  all 
cafes  of  civil  infolvcnc^,  without 
a  pardon  from  his  creditor,  he  is 
to  be  imprifoned  for  Hfe:-— and 
thus  a  miierable  miHaken  inveBtion 
of  artificial  fcience,  operates  to 
change  a  civil  into  a  criminal 
judgment,  and  to  icourge  mif- 
fortiine  or  indifcrecion  with  a  pii- 


From  whence  it  is  evident  that  the  Bafcuenfe  is  totally  different  from  the  Spa- 
nifli,  which  is  the  common  langdage  of  the  two  Caftiles,  Leon,  Eftrematlftra, 
Andalufia,  Aragon,  Navarrci  Kioxa,  and  the  moiTnrains  of  fihirgos;  and  is 
generally  underitood  in  Artuiias,  Galicia,  Valcr.cia,  and  Catalonia,  though  not 
the  lan«juagc  of  thofc  provinces,  where  they  have  a  dialfeft  varying  more  or  leis 
from  the  Spanifli,  in  propoition  to  their  iituaiion  and  proximity  to  neighbouring 
kingdoms. 
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ht(hmb)(  which  jthe  law  does  not 
iofltd  on  the  gretteft  crimes. 

The  next  faolt  is,  that  the  in- 
flidling  of  that  pantlhment  is  not 
on  the  opinion  of  air  eqtial  and 
poblic  jodge  ;  but  is  referred  tO 
the  arbitrary  difcretion  of  a  pri- 
vate, nay  interefted^  and  irritated, 
individuals  He,  who  fbrnierly  is, 
and  fubftantialfy  ought  to  be,  the 
jddgc,  is  in  reality  no  more  than 
minifterial,  a  mere  executive  ini- 
ftramenr  bf  a  private  man,  who  is 
atonce  iodjge  and  party.  Every 
idea  of  judical  order  is  fubverted 
by  this  procedure*  If  the  infol- 
vency  be  no  crime,  why  is  it  pit- 
iiiflied  with  arbitrary  impfifon- 
ment  f  If  it  be  a  crime,  why  is  it 
delivered  into  private  hands  to 
pardon  without  difcretion,  or  to^ 
ponifli  withont  mercy  and  without 
meafure  f 

To  tbefe  fanlts,  ^fs  and  cruel 
faults  in  car  law,    the  excellent 
nrinciple    of   Lord    Beauchanlp's 
DiU  applied  fome  fort  of  remedy; 
I  know  that  credit  rouft  be  pre- 
ferved}  bttt  eqnitjr  muft  be  pre- 
ferved  too$  and  it  is   impoflible, 
that  any  thing  fhould  be  neceffary 
to  commerce,  which  is  incohfiftent 
with  juftice.      The   principle   of 
credit  was-  not  weakened  by  that 
bill.     God  forbid  !  The  enforce- 
ment of  that  credit  was  oi\]y  put 
into  the  fame  public  judicial  bands 
on  which  we  depend  for  oar  lives, 
and  all  that  makes  life  dear  to  as. 
But,    indeed,    this    buiinefs    was 
taken  op  too  warmly  both  here  and 
elfewhere.    The  bill  was  extreme* 
ly  miilaken.     It  was  fuppofed  to 
eoad  what  it  never  enafied  ^  and 
complaints  were  made  of  claufes 
in  it  at  novelties,  which  exifted 
before  the  noble  Lord  that  brought 
in  the  btlt  was  born»    There  wufi 

Vot.XXIIL 
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a  fallacy  thdt  tnn  ttiroiigk  thd 
whole  of  the  bbjeflions.  The  gen- 
tlemch  Whb  oppofed  the  bill,  al« 
ways  aJ-gued,  a|  if  the  option  lay  • 
between  that  bill  And  the  antiehc 
law.— But  this  is  a  grand  miilake; 
Ft>r  pradically,  the  Option  is  be* 
tween,  not  that  bill  and  the  old 
hw,  bcit  between  that  ^  bill  and 
thofe  occaiional  laws  called  a6ts  ot 
graces  Pot  the  operation  of  thd 
old  law  is  ^o  favage,  Ind  (b  incon- 
venient to  fociety,  that  for  a  long 
time  paft,  once  in  every  parliil- 
ment,  and  lately  twice,  the  leei- 
flature  has  been  obliged  to  makd 
a  general  arbitrary  jail-deliver^^ 
and  at  dnce  to  fet  open,  hy  its  io« 
vereign  authority,  all  the  prifbni 
in  England; 

Gentlemen,  I  never  relilhed  aSs 
of  grace  *,  noir  evef  fubihitted  ib 
them  bdt  from  defpair  of  better^ 
They  are  a  di(honourable  inven* 
tion,  by  which,  not  from  huma- 
nity, not  frdm  policy,  but  merely 
becaufe  we  have  not  rOom  Enough 
to  hold  thefh  viaixhS  of  the  flbfur- 
dity  of  Our  laws,  we  turn  Idofd 
upon  the  public  three  or  four  thoti- 
fand  naked  wretches,  corrupted  by 
the  habits,  debafed  by  the  igno- 
miny of  a  prifon.     If  the  creditor 
had  a  right  to  thofe  carcafes  as  a 
natural  fecurity  for  his  broperty, 
I  am  fore  we  have  no  right  to  de- 
prive hiih  of  that  fecurity.    fiut  if 
the  few  pounds  of  fleOi  Were  not 
neceiTary  to  his  fecurity^  We  had 
not  a  fight  to  detain  the  unfortu- 
nate  debtor,  without  any  benefit 
at  all  to  the  perfon  who  confined 
him. — ^Take  it  as  you  will,   we 
commit  injuftice.  Now  Lord  Beau- 
champ's  bill  intended  to  do  deli- 
berately, and   with  great  caation 
and  circumfpeftion,  upon  each  fe- 
deral cafe,  and  with  all  attention 
D  t9 
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to  thq  jufl  cUimant,  what  afle  of 
gface  do  in  a  much  greater  mea- 
sure, and  with  very  little  caxe, 
caution,  or  deliberation. 

1  fufpe£l  that  liere  too,  if  we 
contrive  to  oppofe;  this  bill,  we 
fhall  be  found  in  a  ftrugglc  againft 
the  nature  of  things.  For  as  we 
grow  enlightened,  the  public  will 
not  bear,  for  any  length  of  time, 
topay  for  the  maintenance  of  whole 
armies  of  prifoners ;  oor,  at  their 
own  expence,  fubmit  to  keep  jails 
as  a  fort  of  garrifon?,  merely  ta 
fortify  the  abfurd  '  principle  of 
making  men  judges  in  their  own 
caufe.  For  credit  has  little  or  no 
cbncern  in  this  cruelty.  I  fpeak 
]Q  a  commercial  affcmbly.  You 
know  that  credit  Is  given,  becaufe 
capital  mufi  be  employed  :  that 
m^n  calculate  the  chances  of  in- 
fblvency;  and  they  either  with- 
hold the  credit,  or  make  the  debtor 
pay  the  rifque  in  the  price.  The 
counting- houfe  has  no  alliance 
with  the  jail.  Holland  undcrftands 
trade  as  well  as  we,  and  ihe  has 
*  done  much  more  than  this  ob- 
noxious bill  intended  to  do.  There. 
was  not,  when  Mr.  Howard  vifited 
Holland,  more  than  one  prifoncr 
for  debt  in  the  great  city  of  Rot-, 
tcrdam.  Although  Lord  .  Beau- 
cliamp's  a£l  (which  was  previous 
tb  this  bill,  and  intended  to  feel 
vhe  way  for  it)  h.is  already  pre- 
ferved  liberty  to  tboulands ;  and 
though  it  is.;30t  three  years  fince 
the  laft  adl  of  grace  pafled,  yet  by 
Mr.  Hov^ard's  lad  account,  there 
were  near  three  thoufand  again  in 
jail.  I.  cannot  name  this  gentle- 
man without  remarking,  that  his 
labours  and  writings  have  done 
much  to  open  the  eyes  and  hearts 
/of  mankind.  He  has  vifited  all 
Europe, — not  to  furvey  the  fump- 
-  5     * 


tupu,fnefs  of  pilaces,  or  (he  ftate- 
linefs  of  temples  ;  not  to- make  ac- 
curate raeafurements  of  the  remains 
of  ancient  grandeur,  nor  to  form 
a  fcale  of  the  cariofiiy  of  modern 
art;  not  to  colled  medals,  or  col- 
lace  manufcripts;— b\jt  to  dive 
into  the  depths  of  dungeons  ;  to 
pfunge  into  the  infedion  of  hofpi- 
tais;  to  furvey  the  maoiions  of 
forrow  and  pain  ;  to  take  the  gage 
and  dimenfions  of  naifjjry,  dcpref- 
fion,  and  contempt ;  to  remeiuber 
the  forgotten,  to  atteDd'to  the  ne- 
gledeo,  to  vifit  ^he  forfaken,  and 
to  compare  and  collate  the  diflref* 
fes  of  all  men  in  all  countries. 
His  plan  is  original ;  an^d  it  is  as 
full  of  genius  as  it  is  of  httmanity. 
It  was  a  voyage  of  difcovery  ;  a 
circumnavigation  of  charily.  Al- 
ready the  benc&t  qf  hi3  laboar  is 
felt  more  or  lels  in  every  country ; 
I  hope  he  will  anticipacA  his  fical 
reward,  by  feeing  all  its  efre£)s 
fully  reali;&ed  in  his  own.  He 
will  receive^  not  by  retail  but  ia 
grofs,  the  reward  of  thofe  who  vi- 
iit  the  prlfoner ;  and  he  has  fo 
forellalled  and  monopolized  this 
branch  of  charicy,  that  there  will 
be,  fl  trull,  liule  room  to  merit 
by.  fuch  ad;i  of  benevolence  here- 
after. 


0/  the  Pcfijh.  penal  Lotms  ;  ivitb 
the  Chwraclcrs  of  Sir  George  Sa- 
ville  atul  Mr,  Dunning*     From 

thsfATSU^ 

GENTLEMEN,  The  condi- 
tion  of  oar  nature  is  fucK, 
that  we  buy  our  bic'Jings  at  a 
price.  The  Reformation,  one  cf 
the  grcateft  periods  of  human  im- 
provement, was  a  time  of  trouble 
and  confodoa.    The  v^ll  Ibuctare 
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of  fupcrftitJon  and  tyranny,  which: 
had  been  for  ages  in  rearing/  and 
which  was  combined  wifh  3ie  in- 
icreft  of  the  great  and  of  the  many ; 
which  was  moulded  into  the  Iaws» 
the  manners,  and  civil  inftitations 
of  nations,  and  blended  with  the 
frame  and  policy  of  ftates ;  could 
not  be  brought  to  the  ground  with- 
out a  fearful  ftruggle ;  nor  could 
it  fall  without  a  violent  conculHon 
of  itfelf  and  all  about  it.  When 
this  great  revolirtion  was  attempt- 
ed in  a  more  regular  mode  by  go- 
vernment, it  was  oppofed  by  plots 
and  feditions  of  the  people  ;  when 
by  popular  efforts,  it  was  rcprcffed 
as  rebellion  by  the  hand  of  power; 
and  bloodyexecutions  (often  bloodi- 
ly returned)  marked  the  whole  of 
its  progrefs  through  all  its  ftages. 
The  affairs  of  religion,  which  are 
no  longer  heard  of  in  the  tumult 
of  our  prefent  contentions,  made 
a  principal  ingredient  in  the  wafS 
and  politics  of  that  time  ;  the  en- 
thufiafm  of  religion  threw  a  gloom 
over  the  politics  i  and  political  in- 
terefts  poifoned  and  perverted  the 
fpirit  of  religion  upon  all  fides. 
The  Proteftant  religion  in  that 
violent  ftruggle,  infefted,  as  the 
Popifh  had  been  before,  by  world- 
ly interefts  and  worldly  pafTions, 
became  a  perfecutor  in  its  turn, 
ibmetimes  of  the  new  CeGts,  which 
carried  their  own  principles  further 
than  it  was  convenient  to  the  ori- 
ginal reformers ;  and  always  of 
the  body  from  whom  they  parted ; 
and  this  perfecating  fpirit  arofe, 
not  only,  from  the  bitternefs  of 
retaliation,  but  f;om  the  mercilefs 
policy  of  fear. 

It  was  long  before  the  fpirit  of 
true  piety  and  true  wifdom,  in- 
volved in  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
formation, could  be  depurated  from 


the  dregs  and  feculence  of  the 
"contention  with  which  it  was  car- 
ried through.  However,  until  this 
be  done,  the  Reformation  is  not 
complete;  and  thofe  who  think 
themfelves  good  Proteft ants,  from 
their  animofity  to  others,  are  in 
that  refpeft  noProteftants  at  all. 
It  was  at  firft  thought  neceflary, 
perhaps,  to  oppofe  to  Popery  ano- 
ther Popery,  to  get  the  better  of  it. 
Whatever  was  thecaufe,  laws  were 
made  in  many  countries,  and  ia 
this  kingdom  in  particular,  againft 
Papifts,  which  are  as  bloody  as 
ai;y  of  thofe  which  had  been  cnafted 
by  the  Popifh  princes  and  ftates ; 
and  where  thofe  laws  were  not 
bloody,  in  my  opinion,  they  were 
worfe;  as  they  were  flow,  cruel 
outrages  on  our  nature,  and  kept 
men  alive  only  to  infulc  in  their 
perfons,  every  one*  of  the  rights 
and  feelings  of  humanity.  I  pais 
thofe  ftatutes,  becaufe  I  wonld 
ipare  your  pious  ears  the  repetition 
of  fuch  fliocking  things ;  and  I  come 
to  that  particular  law,  the  repeal 
of  which  has  produced  fo  many 
unnatural  and  unexpe6ted  confe- 
quences. 

A  ftatute  was  fabricated  in  the 
year  1699,  by  which  the  faying 
mafs  (a  church-feryice  in  the  La- 
tin tongue,  not  exaftly  the  fame 
as  our  Liturgy,  but  very  near  it, 
^nd  containing  no  offence  wh'at- 
foever  againft  the  laws,  or  againft 
good  morals)  was  forged  into  a 
crime  puniftiable  with  perpetual  im- 
prifonment.  The  teaching  fchool, 
an  ufeful  and  virtuous  occupation, 
bven  the  teaching  in  a  private  fa- 
mily, was  in  every  Catholic  fub- 
jefted  to  the  fame  un proportioned 
punifliment.  Your  induftry,  and 
the  bread  of  your  children,  was 
taxed  for  a  pecuniary  reward  to 
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ilixnulate  avarice  to  do  what  aa- 
ture  rcfufed,  to  inforixi  aad  profe* 
Cttce  on  this  luw.  Every  Roman 
Catholic  was,  under  the  fame  a£i» 
to  forfeit  his  eflate  to  his  nearefl 
Protellant  relation ,  until,  through 
a  profeflion  pf  what  he  did  not  ^- 
lieve,  he  redeemed  by  his  hypo- 
crify,  what  the  law  had  transfer- 
red to  the  Icinfman  as  the  recom* 
pence  of  his  profligacy.  When 
thus  turned  out  of  doors  from  his 
paternal  eflate,  he  was  difabled- 
zrom  acquiring  any  other  by  any 
induilry,  donation,  or  charity : 
but  was  rendered  a  foreigner  in 
his  native  land,  only  becaufe  he 
Detained  the  religion,  along  with 
the  property,  handed  down  to 
kirn  from  thofe  who  had  been  the 
old  inhabitants  of  that  land  before 
him. 

Does  any  one  who  hears  me 
approve  this  fcheme  of  things, 
or  think  there  is  common  juilice, 
common  fenfe,  or  common  honefty 
in  any  part  of  it  ?  If  any  does, 
let  him  fay  it,  and  I  am  ready  to 
difcafs  the  point  with  temper  and 
candour.  But  inftead  of  approv- 
ing, I  perceive  a  virtuous  indigna- 
tion beginning  to  rife  in  your 
minds  on  the  mere  cold  ftating  of 
the  flatute. 

But  what  will  you  feel,  when 
you  know  from  hiflory  how  this 
ftarute  pafTed,  and  what  were  the 
motives,  and  what  the  mode  of 
making  it  ?  A  party  in  this  nation, 
enemfcs  to  the  fyflem  of  the  Revo- 
lution, were  in  oppofition  to  the 
government  of  king  William, 
rhcy  knew,  that  our  glorious  de- 
liverer was  an  enemy  to  all  perfe- 
cuiion.  They  knew  that  he  came 
to  free  us  from  flavery  and  Po- 
pery, out  of  a  country^  where  a 
third  of  die  people  are  contented 
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Catholics  under  a  Proteftant  go*. 
vernment.  He  came  wi^  a  part 
of  his  army  compofed  of  thofe  very 
Catholics,  to  overfet  the  power  of 
a  Popi(h  prince.  Such  is  the  ef- 
fect of  a  tolerating  fpxrit ;  and  fo 
much  is  liberty  fcrved  in  every 
way,  and  by  all  perfons,  by  a  man- 
ly adherence  to  its  own  principles. 
Whilft  freedom  is  true  to  itfelf, 
every  thing  becomes  fubjefl  to  it ; 
and  its  very  adverfaries  are  an  in- 
druroent  in  its  hands. 

The  party  I  fpeak  of  (like  fomc 
amongfl  us  who  would  difparagc 
the  beft  friends  of  their  country) 
refolved  to  make  the  king  either 
violate  his  principles  of  toleration, 
or  incur  the  odium  of  proieding 
Papifts.  They  therefore  brcught 
in  this  bill,  and  made  it  parpoicly 
wicked  and  abfurd  that  it  might 
be  rejeftcd.  The  then  court- party, 
difcovering  their  game,  turned  the 
tables  on  them,  and  returned  their 
t>ill  to  them  ftuffed  with  dill  great- 
er abfurdities,  that  its  lofs  might 
lie  upon  its  onginal  authors. 
They,  finding  their  own  ball 
thrown  back  to  them,  kicked  it 
back  again  to  their  adverfaries. 
And  thus  thisaf^,  loaded  with  the 
double  injuflice  of  two  parties, 
neither  of  whom  intended  to  pafs, 
what  they  hoped  the  other  would 
be  perfuaded  to  reject,  went  thro' 
the  legiflature,  contrary  to  the 
real  wiih  of  all  parts  of  it,  and  of 
all  the  parties  that  compofed  it. 
In  this  manner  thefe  infolent  and 
profligate  factions,  as  if  they  were 
playing  with  Balls  and  counters, 
made  a  foort  of  the  fortunes  and 
the  liberties  of  their  fellow-crea- 
tures. Other  ads  of  perfecotion 
have  been  afis  of  malice.  This 
was  a  fubverfibn  of  juftice  from 
wantonnefs  and  pctuiance.     Look 
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mto  kiftory  ofBifhop  Biiroec.   He 
u  a  witn^fs  wuhoot  exception. 

The  efFcAsof  the  ad  have  been 
as  nii(chie\roas,  as  ics  origin  was 
lu<iicrous    and    (hsmefal.      From- 
that   time    every  perfon  of  that 
tominanion»    lay  and  ecclefiaftic, 
has  been  obliged  to  fiy  from  the 
face  of  day.   The  clergy,  conceal- 
ed in  garrets  of  private-houfes,  or 
obliged  to  take  a  flicker  (hardly 
fafe   to   theidrelves,  but  infinitely 
dangerous- to  their  coantry)  under 
the  privileges  of  foreign  minifters, 
officiated    as   (heir  fervanls,  and 
under  their  prote^ion.  The  whole 
body  4if  the  Catholics,  Condemned 
to   beggary  and  to  ignorance    in 
their  native  land,  have  been  oblig- 
ed to  learn  the  principles  of  let- 
ters, at  the  hazard  of  all  their  other 
pnnciple?,    from    the    charity   6f 
your  enemies.     They  have  beeit 
taxed  to  their  ruin  at  the  pleafure 
of  neceflttoo9  and  profligate  rela« 
tions,  and  aecording  to  the  mea- 
fure  of  their  neceffity  and  profli- 
gacy,     Rxatnples  of  this  are  many 
and  affc^king.    Some  of  them  are 
known    by  a   friend  who    ftands 
near  me  in  this  hall.    It  is  but  fix 
or'  feven  years  fince  a  clergyman  of 
the  name  of-  Malony,  a  man  of 
morals,  nahher  guilty  nor  ace u fed 
of  any  thing  noxious  to  the  (late, 
was  condemned  to  perpetual  im- 
priionment  for  exercifing  (he  func- 
tions of  his  religion  ;  and  a(ter  ly- 
in^  in  jail  two  or  three  years,  wai 
relieved  by  the  mercy  of  governi- 
ment    from    perpetual    imprifon- 
ment,  on  condition  of  perpetual 
banithment.      A   brother    of  the 
Earl   of  Shrewfouijr,  a  Talbot,  a 
name  refpedable  in   this  county, 
whrift  its  glory  is  any  part  of  its 
concern t  was  hauled  to  the  bar  of 
\h*  Old  Baileyj^mopg  common  fc* 


Ions,  and  only  efcaped  the  fame 
doom,  either  by  ibme  error  in  the  * 
procefs,  or  that  the  wretch  who 
brooght  him  there  could  not  cor- 
re6tly  defcribe  his  perfon ;  I  now 
forget  which.— *In  ihort,  theperfe- 
cut  ion  would  never  have  rcK&ted 
for  a  moment,  if  the  judges,  fu- 
pericding  (though  with  an  ambi- 
guous example)  the  ttn6t  rule  of 
their  artificial  dtny  by  the  higher 
obligation  of  their  confcience,  did 
not  conftantly  throw  every  difficult 
ty  in  the  way  of  f«ch  informers. 
But  fo  ineffeftuai  is  the  power  of 
legal  evafion  again  ft  legal  iniquity, 
that  it  was  but  the  other  day,  that 
a  lady  of  condition,  beyond  the 
middle  of  life,  was  on  the  point  of 
being  ftripped  of  her  whole  fortune 
by  a  near  relation,  to  whom  (he 
had  been  a  friend  and  bencfa^^or : 
and  (he  muft  have  been  totally 
ruined,  without  a  power  of  redre(s 
or  mitigation  from  the  courts  of 
law,  had  not  the  legiflature  itfelf 
ruQiedin,  and  by  a  fpecial  z€t  of 
parliament  refcued  her  from  the 
injuftice  of  its  own  ftatute;.  One 
of  the  a£ks  authorifing  fuch  things 
was  that  which  we  in  part  repealed, 
knowing  what  our  duty  wa< ;  and 
doing  that  duty  at  men  of  honour 
and  virtue,  as  good  Proteftant^ 
and  as  good  citizens.  Let  Kim 
ftand  forth  that  di fa pp roves  what 
we  have  done! 

Qentlcmeo,  bad  laws  are  the 
worll  fort  of  tyranny.  In  fuch  a 
country  as  this,  they  are  of  all  bad 
things  the  worft,  worfe  by  fat 
than  any  where  elfe ;  and  they 
derive  a  particular  malignity  even 
from  the  wifdom  and  foundnefs  of 
the  reft  of  our  inftitutions.  For 
very  obvious  reafons  you  cannot 
truft  the  cruwn  ,with  a  difpenfing 
power  over  any  «if  your  law^.  How* 
D  i  evcr» 
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ever,  a  goremmenty  be  it  as  bad 
as  ic-jnavy  wiU,  in  the  exerdfe  of 
a  difcrettonary  power,  d ^criminate 
tin»es  and  perfoDi  $  aad  will  noc 
ordtnarily  purfiie  any  man^  whea 
its  own  fctfecy  19  not  concerned. 
A  mercenary  informer  knows  no 
diilinflioD.  Under  fuch  a  fyftemy 
the  obnoxious  people  ftre  (lavesy: 
iioc  only  to  the  government,  but 
riiey  live  at  the  mercy  of  every  inn 
dividual ;  (hey  are  ,  at  once  the 
ilaves  of  the  whole  commnnityy 
ami  of  every  piart  of  it;  and  the 
worft  and  tno&  unmerciful  meij 
are-thoffl  on  <#hofe  ;goodners  theyf 
mod  depend!  :,.:-...  : 

in  this  fituatioh  m«|n  not  only 
flurink  from  the  frowns  of  a  ftern 
magiftrate;  bat.  they  are  obliged 
to  fly  from  their  very  fpcctes.  The 
feeds  of  deftrudion  are  fown  in  ci- 
vil intercourfe»  in  focial  habitudes* 
The  blood  of  wholeibnie  kindred 
is  infected.  Their  tables  and  beda 
are  furronnded  with  fiiares.  All 
the  means  given  by  Providence  to 
make  life  fafe.  and  comfortable^ 
are  perverted  into  inllraments  of 
terror  and  tor  meat.  This  fpecies 
of  univerfal  fubferviency,  that 
Inakes  the  very  fervant  who  waits 
behind  your  chair,  the  arbiter  of 
your  life  and  fortune,  has  fuch  a 
tendency  to  degrade  and  abafe 
mankind,  and  co  deprive  them  of 
that  aflured  and  liberal  ftate  .of 
mind/  which  aJoiie.can  make  us 
what  we  ought  to  be,  that  I  vow 
to  God  I  would  fopner  bring  my-> 
felf  to  put  a  man  to  immediate 
death  for  opinions  I  difliked,  and 
ib  to  get  rid  of  the  man  and  his 
opinions  at  once,  than  to  fret  him 
with  a  feverifh  being,  tainted  with 
the  jail- diftem per  of  a  contagious 
iervitude^  to  keep  him  above 
groaadj  a&  animated  mafi  of  pu* 


trffa6lion»  corru^ed  himfdO  and 

corrupting  all  about  him. 

The  aS  repealed  was  of  thi»di« 
re^  tendency  ;  and  it  was  made  in 
the  O^anner  which. I  have  related  to 
yoo.  I  will  now  tell  you  by  whom 
the.  bill  of  repeal  was  brought  into 
parliament.  I  iiad  it  Jhas  been  in* 
duftrioufly  given  out  in  this  city 
(from  kindnefs  to  nje  unqueftion- 
ably)  that  I  was  the  mover  or  the 
Tecgndei:*  TJie  fa4i  Hg  I  did  not 
eace  open  my  lips  oa  thoTubje^ 
durijsg.the  whole  progr^ft.  of  the 
bill>  I  do  not  fay  this  as  dif- 
claiming  my  &are  in  that  meafore. 
Very  fa<  from  K,  t  inform  you 
of  this  (4it\,  lea  I  (hould  Teem 
to  Arrogate  to  myfelf  the  merits 
wTiich  belong  to  others.  To  have 
been  the  man  chofen  oat  to  re* 
deem  our  fellow-citlaens  from  fla- 
yery, ;  to  purify  our  laws  from  ab* 
furdity  and  injuftice  ;  and  to 
clean fe  our  religion  from  the  blot 
and  (lain  of  perfecu^on,  would  be 
an  hofidur  and  haj^pin^sfs  to  which 
my  wi(hes  would  undoubtedly 
afpirej.buttto  which,  pothing  but 
l«y  ^(^$  could  poflibly  .have  cn- 
litUd  me. ;  That  gh«at  work  was 
la  hands  in  every  refpeft.far  better 
qualified  than  mi^e*.  l^he  mover 
bf  the  bill  was  ;.SirM  .George  Sa» 
vile. 

. .  When  an  a^  of  great  and  iignal 
humanity  was  to  be  dohe^  and  done 
with  all  the  weight  and  aathority 
that  belonged  to  it»  the  world 
could  cad  its  eyes  upon  none  but 
him.  I  hope  that  few  things^ 
which  have  a  tendency  to  blefs  or 
to  adorn  life*  have  wholly  efcaped 
my  obfervation  in  my  paHTage 
through  it.  I  have  fovight  the  ac* 
quasntance  of  thdt  gefitlemaa,  and 
have  feen  him  in  all  fitgations. 
He  is  a.  t^ue  geaiiia;  with  an  un- 
deriland'* 
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derftanJing  rigorous,  aird  acutej 
«nd  refined^  and  dilUogui(hiiig 
even  to  excefs ;  and  illooiinared 
with  a  mcft  unbounded,  peculiar, 
and  original  caft-^f  imaginatipiV 
With  thefe  be  poPeflc*  maay  cxi- 
ternal  and  .jn fir q mental  adv^n-' 
tages;  and  he  makes  ^C%^{  the^' 
all.  HI9  forune  is  amohg  thd 
largefl;  a  fgnvnd  wh^h,  wbollji 
UQiDCuiBbj-ed«i''ast'k  is^  with  one 
£ng1e  charge  fr^iii  laxury,  v^ity^ 
or  exceis,  aniu:  finder  (he  beiMv^t 
lence  of  itft  diipenibr. .  TJbis  pri*< 
yate  benevolcp^^ ,^  expflqding  itfclf 
into  pairiotiiniy  renders  his  whole 
being  the  ei^te  of  the  public^  lA 
which -he  has  np;  rcferved  a/j?c«+ 
Ji9»a  for  JbuLn^Aiif  of  proiit«  diver* 
£on,  or  r^Iax^^iqn, .  During. the 
feflion,  the  firft  in^  and  the  laft 
out  of  the  houie  of  commons  ;  he 
paiTes  from  the  feD9>te  to.  the  camp{ 
and,  feldo^  £eeipg.t.heTeat  of  hie 
aoceAors,  be  is  always  in  parlia*- 
ment  to  ferve  (lis  jcountry,  or  10 
the  field  to  defend  .it.  But  in  aU 
we  11- wrought  coibpOildoiis,  fotne 
particulars  4and  ofit  more  emi- 
nently than  the  rell;  and  -the 
things  which  will  carry  his  name 
to  poUerity^  are  his  two  billi;  I 
mean  that  for  a  limitation  of  the 
claims  of  the  ctqw^  upon  landed 
cftatcs  5  and  this  for  the  relief  of 
the  Roman  Catkolks.  Sy  the 
former,  he  has.  emancipated  pro- 
perty ;  by  the  fetter^  he  ha$  quiet- 
ed confcience;  aQ4  by  both,  he 
has  taught  tha(  grand>  JeiToa  to  go- 
vernment and,  ful>jeft,-^no  longer 
to  regiard  each  other  as  adverie 
parties.    • 

Such  was  the  mover  of  the  adl 
that  is  complained  of  by  men,  who 
are  not  quite  fo  good  as  he  is  ;  an 
A&,  moH  alTaredTy  not  brought  in 


by  hini  frjMn  any  partiality  to  that 
k6t  which  is  theobjed  of  it.  For,; 
^mong  his  faults,  I  really  cannot 
hflp  reckoning  a  greater  diegree  of 
pr{:)|udice  again d  that  people,  than? 
b^omes  fo  wife  a  man.  I  kfibw 
that  he  inclines  to  a^ibrtof  di%Cifty 
mixed  with  a  confiderabie  derree 
of  afperity,  to  the  Tyftera ;  a^  he 
hfts  few,  or  rather  no  hatapts  with 
dny  of  its  proffeffors.  What  h< 
Jus  done  was  on.quite  other  mo^ 
tiv^.  The  motives  :w«re  thdef^ 
which  he.  declared  in  his  ex<pe)tent 
fjpRt^h  on  his  motion  for  the  bills 
riivmely,  his  exti^eme  ;;eal  to  the 
Proteftant  rcHgion,  which  ht 
thought  uttexly  difgiaced  by  the 
iA  ^  1699 ;  end  his  rooted  hatred 
XPiall  kind  of  oppreflion,  under 
t^ny  colour  or  npon  any  pretence 
jwhatfoever, 

Tht  fcomder  was  worthy  of  the 
m^f^^i  and  .the  nyotion.  I  was 
not  the  feconjer ;  it  was  Mr.  Dun- 
J)ijPg«  recorder  of  this  city.  I 
ihall  (ay  the  leis  of  him,  becauHfe 
his  <  near  relation  to  you  makes  yon 
«ior(3  particularly  acquainted  with 
hi«-  merits.  Bjat  I  ihould  appear 
little  acquainted  with  them,  or 
Hciile  fenfible  of  them,  if  I  could 
Utt^r  his  name  on  this  occaiion 
Wijibout  exprefling  my  efte^m  for 
his  character.  I  am  not  afraid  of 
^offending  a  moft  learned  body,  and 
moil  jealous  of  its  reputation  for 
that  learning,  when  I  fay  he  is 
(he  firft  of  his  profeffion.  It  is  a 
paint  fettled  by  thofe  who  fettle' 
.ev«ry  thing  elfe ;  and  I  mu(t  add 
(what  I  am  enabled  to  fay  from 
sny  own  long  and  clofe  obferva- 
tion)  that  there  is  not  a  (nan,  of 
any  profeflion,  or  in  any  Situation,, 
of  a  more  eredt  and  independent 
fpirit ;  of  a  more  proud  honour  ; 

D  4  a  more 
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in  a  youmey  ihpongb  the  Deferts  ef 
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^  more  manly  mind  ;  a  ii|ore  firm 
and  determined  integrity.  Affure 
yourfelves,  that  the  names  of  two 
Aich  men  will  bear  a  >£reat  load  of 
];»rejodice  in  the  other  Tcale,  before 
ihey  can  be  eatirely  outweighed. 

With  thia  mover^  and  this  (e^ 
COnder,   agreed  the  whole  Houfe 
of  commons}  the  wheie  houfe  of 
lot-ds ;  the  <wha/e  bench  of  bifliops  ^ 
the  king;  the  miniftry;    the  op^ 
pofition  ;    all    the    diilinguiihed 
clergy  of  the  eftabliftiment ;  all  the 
f  minent  lights  (for  they  wer^  con* 
falted)  of  the  Difieniing  churches. 
This  accoiding  voice  of  national 
wifdom  ought  to  be  liftened  to  with 
reverence.    To  fay  that  all  theft 
^fcriptions  of  Englifhmen  unani- 
monfly  concurred  in  a  fcheme  for 
introducing  the  Catholic  religion, 
Dr  that  none  of  them  underftood 
the  nature  and  effe^s  of  what  they 
9/trt  dpiog,  fo  well  as  a  i^wob- 
fcore  clubs  of  people,  whofe  namei 
you  never  head  of,  is  (hamelefsly 
abfurd.     Surely  it  is  paying  a  mi- 
ferable  compliment  to  the  religion 
we  profeft,  to  fuggeft,  that  every 
thing  eminent  in  the  kingdom  is 
indifferent,  or  even  ad^rie  to  that 
religion,  and  that  its  fecurity  ie 
wholly  abandoned  to  the  zeal  of 
thofe,  who  have  nothing  but  tlieir 
zeal  to  diftinguiih  them.  In  weigh- 
ing this  unanimous  concurrence  ^f 
whatever  the  nation  has  to  boaft 
of,  I  hope  you  will  rfcolle^,  that 


IN  the  year  1777,  Mr.  Irwin,  % 
gentleman   in  the    Eaft- India 
Company's  fervice,  was  fear  from 
Madrafs  with  difpatdies  for  Eng- 
land.    He  embarked  on  board  the 
fnow  Advetature,  Captain  Bacon, 
in  company  with  three  other  gen- 
tlemen.    Major    Alexander,    Mr. 
Hammond,  and  LicqCenant  *  *  *« 
a  gentleman  whofe  name  is  kindly 
fuppreffed,  for  a  reafon  that  will 
appear  in  due  cime|   bound    for 
Mocha  on  the  coaft  of  Arabia  Fe- 
lix:  with   a  lefolution,  ei(her  to 
reach  Suez  by  a  voyage  op  the 
Red-^a,  or  to  proceed  oy  land  to 
the  port  of  Alexandria,  and  thence 
to  take  (hipping  for  Europe.     In 
eight  weeks,  ov^ing  to  the   late- 
nefs  of  the  feafon,  they  effefled  a 
paflage  to  Mocha.    Here  tlie  Eaft* 
India   Company  have  a  reO<)ent, 
and  Mr.  Irwin  and  his  party  flaid 
till  the  fliip  had  laid  in  ftores  for 
the  voyage  up  the  Red- Sea.     Of 
the  caftoros  of  the  country,    he 
gives  the  fpllowing  account: 
.    The  women  in  Arabia  are  kept 
in  much  ftri^er  confinement,  than 
thofe  of  their  religion   in  India. 
The  females  of  rank  are  fliat  up 
in  their  apartments,  and  never  Air 
abroad,  except  now  and  then,  to 


all  theie  concurring  parties  do  by.  accompany  their  hufbands  00  an 
no  means  love  one  another  enough    excurfion  to  ihe  vallies.   They  are 


to  agree  in  any  point,  which  was 
pot  both  evidently,  and  imporr- 
»ntJy^  right. 


veiled  at  thefe  fimes  from  head  to 
fopt,  and  fent  ofiF  upon  hoHe-back 
under  cover  of  the  night.  But  this 
fimple  recreation  does  not  fall  often 
to  their  lot.  The  civilized  Arab^ 
(u-e  pf  all  nations  the  leall  inclined 

IQ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHARACTERS, 


41 


to  zSdon  t  tnd  it  is  to  be  fnppoM, 
(hat  women  born  htre  live  and  die, 
witbout  ftirring  oat  of  the  walls  of 
^ocha:  fu^h  is  the  tax  that  is 
laid  on  birth  and  greatnefs,  even 
10  the  remote  country  of  Arabia. 

To  tl^ofe  of  a  lower  degree,  there 
35  fome  deviation  perznitted  fipm 
the  feyerity  of  this  cu(Iojd,  Though 
there  arc  no  public  HuniDuros  for 
the  women  to  refort  to  as  in  Turky» 
(hey  are  indulged  with*  the  freev 
dom  of  vifiting  their  neighbours, 
when  the  duik  of  the  evening  can 
Jkreen  their  perfons  from  obJerva^ 
tion  :  for  the  thick  veils  in  which 
jheir  faces  are  buried  utterly  pre- 
clude the  poflibility  of  diAinguilhr 
^ng  their  features.  We  have  met 
theiiA  ourfelves  in  the  flreets,  and 
have  conceived  a  favourable  idea 
pf  tlieir  faces,  from  the  fymmepy 
pf  their  figures.^ 

Incontinence  is  held  much  more 
criminal  aiqaong  the  iingle  than 
married  females.  Though  adul- 
tery is  puniihed  with  a  heavy ^ne, 
fhe  fed udion  of  a  virgin  is  attend- 
ed by  a  more  f^frio^s  cprredion. 
In  tius  they  differ  from  the  laws 
pf  more  enlightened  k^Pg^oms, 
^here  4n  injury  of  this  nature  is 
poc  only  unpunilhable  by  apy 
courfe  pf  law,  bi|t  the  matter  itr 
felf  is  treated  in  a  yery  light  manr 
ser.  And  here  the  ch^ai^er  of 
the  Arabian  ^egiflator  rifes  fa^r 
|>eyond  the  bpafled  policy  of  Eu- 
ropean flates.  To  his  juftice  it  is 
pwing, '  that  the  de(lru^iqn  of  in- 
BocencG^  is  held  in  fuch  abhor- 
rence ;  and  to  his  re£Utudp  of 
thinking,  that  the  mere  accom^- 
ptice  of  a  lewd  woman  Ihould  en- 
counter }efs  rigorous  treatment, 
than  the  me^n  betrayer  of  aneg(- 
pcfieoced  iiinpli$:ity. 


We  were  furprizod  at  the  ilam« 

ber  of  Chriftiaa  repegadoes  that 

reUde  at  Mocha.     Not,  that  the 

apoftacv  of  men,  tii^ho  fcrbaps  had 

no  fenie  of  religion  until  they  pro- 

fefled  MahometaBifm^  could  pro* 

vbke  our  wonder ;  but  how  their 

worldly  intereils  cpu^d  be  advanced 

by  the  change*     (Udnced  t«  a  P^> 

tifui  fttbfiftence*  i^nd  held  in,  de> 

ferved  contempt  by  the  natives, 

^re  Ihould  have  furmifed  their  dcr 

fedion  to  be. merely  the  effeds  of 

4iefpair;   and  tiuc   the    fogitiva 

from  juftice  alone    (oaght    their 

fafety  at  this  pricse,  had  not  fJ^fi 

example  of  a  Greek  ^rieft  fbme- 

what  ihaken  our  opiniofli.    Thia 

priefl,    by  name  Ananiai,  I  rc^ 

member  to  have  heard  mention^ 

in  Bengal,  as  a  miracle. of  piety. 

And  yet  in  the  feventieth  year  of 

his  age  did  he  publicly  abjure  the 

Chriftian  religion,  in  the  courfe 

of  a  pilgrimage  tq  Mouot  Sinai. 

He  was  circumcifed,  and  received 

.into  the  Mahometan  jchurch ;  and« 

to  crown  the  whole  of  this  ftraaj^ 

f Proceeding,  was  led. about  the  cuy 
or  three  days,  according  to  Cttl- 
torn,  mounted  on  an  ats,  to  re- 
vive the  alms  of  the  faithful,  which 
every  convert  la  entitled  to  oo  bis 
^dmifljon  to  th^ir  myfteries.  This 
happened  during  our  fhort  fiay  at 
Mocha ;  a|td  i^  one  of  the  greateft 
inftances  of  the  infirmity  ofhiunaia 
nature,  which  has  come  within  the 
iphere  of  my  obfervation. 

Having  taken  in  proper  provi- 
fions,  they  re-im barked  on  a  voy- 
age up  the  Ked-Sea  to  Suez,  which 
is  but  a  fhort  journey  from  Grand 
C  wo.  The  paflage  iip  the  Aed- 
Sea,  little  known  to  Europeans, 
is  rendered  extremely  dangerous 
by   rocks  and   iboals«   and>    t^e 
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wind  bcin^  againft  them,  they 
cenld  Mt  ^fiifl  ihor«  (hiln  thirty 
miles  upon  one  tack*,  their  tne- 
tkod  wa6  c^  in«keODe  ibori  about 
Altirf€t>  -  tKeti'  t^  tack  and 'f^and 
ever  for  the  bppofite  ihore  until 
day->bfe«k.-  /  • 

Wh^n  dVe'vefHel  h&d  beat  np  in 
that  manner  fo^  foiti^  time>  'th«y 
foddenly-  fbiind  tile th felves '  about 
faRifet'  on  a  traz^  evening  driven 
hy  tbe'  ■  onf f e'*i t  among  a  line  of 
vocks  an^  fhbftU'  on  the  A1-9- 
4>kin  coaft,^'  aird  in  in^minent 
^iknjger  «f  acftrn?libn.  The  ftbw 
^rora  tvkid  beifn  loft  in  the 
^mt  plac^,  Bbotrf  fix  motitlis  be- 
fort.  Aftfe  in  •  ahxfons  peplous 
«%bt,  •  ttii4  V*arioas  intricaee  tra- 
^«f^s,  4bey  took  rcf6ge  in "  tJfe 
Jitrboi>r  dfYUinhb,  that  app^ar^d 
iti  fight  itt' thfe  •  mornitig/  H^re 
•tiiey  congratnfatetl  thcmfelv^witH 
*  condulfidii  'of' their  ^rbiiW^i, 
Jiaving  h^-Ard  of  the  hofpiT^lity'df 
•^ho  place^'frem  -the  crew  pf  tWb 
.atovtf  fhiJj'Uvfeil^cd  vcffV!,  ivhb 
'lii»^ow«d'tfieirfa'fety  to  the  ltlh«- 
*kaht«.-^\Thfe'  p6rt  was  iff  tfife 
l>e}ghbd<tfh<)Oti  W  Medina ;  'a^d  as 
iile'Adv^htttre  "h^d  landed  a  con- 
fideffible fnm  df -mpncy^t  Mochk, 
bfei*g  ft  pte'fent  (Vo/n  the  KabcA) 
4>i  ithe  Garnattc  td'  the  temple  cf 
M^cca,  they  doubted  not  of  rjj- 
ceiving  the'ihoft  ftvourable  treilt- 
»eiit  at  Yattibo.  • 

Neverth^lefs,  "after  the  gentle- 
men with  the  captain  had  been  de- 
coyed afhore  by  the  moft  planfible 
invitation  from  the  vizier  of  the 
town  I  and  being  amufed  in  rficir 
iiegociations  for  a  pilot  to  conduft 
the  ihip  to  Safcz ;  they  were  at 
length  refufed  all  aMance  by  the 
▼fzi«r,  under  pretence  of  waiting 
fox  an  prdcr  from  the  Xerif  of 


Mecca,  and  in  the  mean   time  z 
l^uardwas  placed  over  them,   and 
they  were   kept  in  ftriA  confinc- 
xftent.     Ih  the  evening,  the  vizier 
fent  to  the  captain  to  defire  he 
would  order  the  fhip  into  the  har- 
bour.   They  now  began  to  fufpcft 
that  fome  black  defign  was  in  agi- 
tation,   and  their  hrft  refolatiGA 
was  to  attempt  to  gain  their  boat 
by  force,    arid  return  on    board. 
9ttt  whilft  they  were  con foi ting  on 
this  point,  their,  boat's  crew   was 
fent  to  the  fame  plac6  of  confine- 
ment, and  the  boat  kfelf  removed 
to  fome'  fecrfet  pUcc  —  freih   in- 
jutiftions    alfo    were   fent    to    the 
captain  to  order  the  (hip  into  har- 
tloar.^    As  they  hnd  no  doubts  bu,t 
that  this  was  done  with  a  deii^a 
to  get  the  vefferinl6  their  power, 
Irfnd  thereby  prevent'  the  difco very 
of  their  villainy  :  .they  rcfolved,  as 
"iV^   only  chance  of  faving    their 
'U^s,    to   fend    poficive   orders    to 
the  mate  to  weigh  or  flip  his  an- 
*9hor  'with  the  firlt  favourable  wind, 
ffiake  the  beft  of  his  way  to  Judda^ 
•aAd   acquaint    the   Englilh    {hips 
there  with   their  .fituation.     Tliis 
was  "accordingly   done — a  faithful 
Arabian  wliO  had 'been  their  in  :er- 
^j-eter,  and  had  attached   himfejf 
to  them,  carHe'd  ihc  letter  to  the 
vizier — his  ignorance  of  our  lan- 
'guage  favoured   (heir  defign,  an^ 
*the  irtterpr^ter  'pafled  it  off  for  aji 
dfdertb   come  immediately   into 
^hirbbur.     For  two  days,  the  wind 
bfciiig  unfavourable,  they  were  in 
the    moil  dreadful   fufpence.     At 
iengeh   they   faw  the  fhip  getting 
nnder  way  ;  but  the  weather  fud- 
denly  changing,  Ihe  ran  amongll 
the  breakers:  the  Arabians  attack- 
ed  her   from   the  fliore,   and  the 
people   on  board  were  afraid  bf 
defend- 
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defeadiiig  them&lves*  as  the  con- 
feqaence  of  kilHog.  ^n.  .Arabian, 
would  have  been  the  certain  death 
of  the  party  on  (bore.  They  foon 
after  got  pofTeiBon  oft^e  ibip»  and 
took  out  all  tbe^una  and  fmall 
arms. 

During  the  three  days  they  had 
now  been  her^  many  trading 
boats  having  fai(e4  in  and  out  of 
the  harbonr*  the  vizier  was  do- 
prived  of  all  hopes  t^f  milking  a  fc- 
cret  prize  of  the  vcfTel.  He  there- 
fore entered  into  a  kind  of  treaty 
wlih  the  prifonQrs,  and  after  extort- 
ing conHdeiable  fupasof  money  from 
them,  and  detaining  chem  a  month, 
by  which  time, .  the  nortjicrn  jx\on- 
foons  fet  in,  he  agreed  to  fend 
them  away  to  Sues, pin.  a.  boat,  for 
which,  they  were  to'  pay  the  ex- 
travagant price  of  650,  dollars* 
However,  they  b^d,  nothing  left 
but  to^  fubnf  It,  and  the  company, 
confining  of  Mc,  hwljiy  M*y6r 
Alexander,  Lieutenant/*  *,.  aV 
tended  by  four  fervants  and  Jbra-- 
him,  the  Arabiai^  in;exp];eter,  em- 
barked on  board  their  boat.  This 
boat,  which  from  the  price  they 
paid  &>r  her,  they  nam^  the  Im- 
podtlon,  afforded  .tbefe  'fonr,  gen*- 
tlemen'  no  .more  accommodation 
than  &,  fquare  of  about  £ve  feet 
diameter,  Jbeing  formed  of  tbeir 
chelb,  with  no  defcjijce  i^a«lnfl  jihe 
mid. day  fun  or  mid-night  dews. 
'Their  fervants  and  the  boat's  Crew 
futlicicntly  occupied  the  jeft. 

At  the  commencement  of  this 
voyage,  the  lieutenant  before- men- 
tioned difcovered  by  many  extras 
vagances,  that  the  treatment  they 
had  received  at  Yambo  had  difor- 
dered  his  intelle^s.  He  had  be- 
trayed fears  for  his  life  from  his 
M  entrance  into  the  boat,  and 
retarded  their  departure  by  efcap- 


ing  afboire,,  where  be  w«nt  bad^ 
to  t hie. vizier  tm  ccmununlcate  hU 
apprchenfions.  He  -waa  .^rongh^ 
cm.  board  again  ^  wh't^e j;very  t\itig 
wjts  dpne  toqniet  hi^imind,  an4 
diverf  bimj  but  with,  fo  little  .fuci* 
^fs^.^tW  the  Arabs  were  in  turn 
alarmed  at  his  mad  freaks^  and 
poiiuv^ly  refufed  u>'Procqed  0a 
their  voyage,,  if  h^  remained  iOn 
board.  In  this  dilemma  they  weif 
forced  to  ieno  the  poor  ma9  baJck 
to  Vambo,  with  a  recpfiaiendatioii 
tQ.i^^w  of  Capi^.  Bacon  of 
tb^  Adventure ;  .a«^  bad,  after- 
W^  the  fatiifadUon  to  bear  of  bia 
reco^^ery, 
.  Aftfir  a  tedious  cqaflUg  voyage 
Up  the  Arabian  ihpfe  for  .^  niooch» 
tu^  jbpatmen,,.whea  ,ihef,« arrived 
at  t^e  guiph  of  Snez,  floQd  over 
to  the  Egyptian  fti^^e  Mnder  th« 
a/(^yantfgeo7  the  nighty  and  mad* 
fey: ..the  port  lof  Cpiire,  ^hi(;b  ia 
abou^'  b^lf-way-  between  .X^in)?9 
sii^d.'Suiez,  .  '^^he  .gentlem^^  noiy 
f^i^ndttha^  the.bpaji;  was  prigiAaUy 
bo^i^d f>4ljt.  for  p^re^  ^.,[;hat 
the  vizier  of  Yamly>.  by  jnakiag 
Hqx^qr^iiaat  c>ar^tor  a,  voyage 
fo,|.«SSihad  doubly^h^fii^  thi|m,; 
heu4^./e{cpofing  phe^  io  ^j^mcI^ 
lpng€;r.«nd'mi(M(e  dangi^ro^^a  journey 
%  la;^,  than,  if;  t|%ey  vhad*  ,beea 
ooxiveyed.  to  the  .pprt.^for,  which 
the;y  had  paid  their  paflage«  ~ 

(^ofu<9  whifh  {lands  in  z6  deg« 
zp  min.  norfh  latitude^  is  deicrib* 
ed  as  ;tbe  (bo them- moil  port  oa 
the  coaft  of-  Egypt,  and  to  have 
been  of  great  note,  and  to  be  ilill 
coniiderable,  for  the  exportation 
^^  Sa^^}^.  ^^  Arabia,  which  ia 
brought  in  caravans  from  tha 
Nile.  The  town  is  however  in  a 
miferable  fiate  of  decay,  and  the 
afpe6t  of  the  country  round  is 
dreary ;  the  eye  oannot  catch  a 
verdant 
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▼erdint  fpoc»  tnd  Mi  defert  is  the 
btrrier  to  the  celebrated  and  fer- 
tile' land  of  Upper  Egypt. 

There  was  now  no  remedy,  but 
to  land  at  the  place  to  which  they 
were  carried  ;  and  to  wait  the  fet- 
ting  out  of  a  caravan  with  which 
they  might  travel  to  the    Nile. 
The  novelty  of  their   European 
drefs  procured  them    many  vifl- 
tors;  to  leffcn   therefore  the  no- 
tice  they  attrafted,  they  refolvcd 
to  alTume  the  veftroenti    of  the 
Bafiems ;  atid  as  being  dfo  better 
adapted  to  the  natore  of  the  cli- 
mate.   Their  flay  in   this  place 
was  ac    •   continaal  expence    of 
^eiehts   of  one  kind  or   other, 
which    their    new    acquaintances 
«ontriv6d  to  eet  from  them  by  in- 
tin  nations  and  importunities ;  hav- 
Ing  conceived  high  ideas  of  their 
ipvealth  by  their  baggage.   The  it- 
\uy  of  the  arrival  of  the  expeded 
caravan,  by  the  return  of  which 
they  were  to  proceed  to  the  Nile; 
proved  a   good  opeping    to    tfa^ 
i^rabian  Shaik  to  profit  by  their 
eagernefs  tp  ^depart.     He  offered 
to  procare  ilibm  n  viapy  camels 
as  they  required  for  them  and  their 
baggage  ^    for   which,    however^ 
they  wehs  to  p^y  double  price  of 
c^mel-hire  to  Cihinnah,  ttti    ac- 
count of  the  (barciiy  of  thofe  ani- 
mals at  that  time,     To  this  ineav 
fure  they  would  have  agreed »  had 
Tiot  the  price  he  demanded  exceed*- 
ed  trebly  what  it  ought  to  have 
done  according  to  his  own  eaku* 
hcion.     The  news  of  the  approach 
of  the  caravan  put  an  eno  to  the 
negociation,  but  afforded  him  op- 
poriunity  to  begin  another  for  t^e 
joiin  of  twenty  dollars  which  he 
faid  he  wanted  to  purchafc  c*-!"  r  ; 
tn is   requeO,   which   theii    Know- 
ledge ol  the  Arabs  taught  cUem  to 


Conflder  but  as  an  indired  mode 
of  begging,  their  fituation  induced 
them  to  comply  with ;  and  the 
crafty  veteran  received  them  with 
many  profLiSons  of  gratitude,  and 
promifes  to  expedite  their  jour- 
ney. 

The  next  tnorning  was  uihered 
in  by  a  viiit  from  the  Shaik,  at- 
tended by  the  principal  Ar«bs  of 
the  town,  whole  errand  was  to  fee 
whi^t  they  could  ftrip  the  travellers 
of  before  their  departure,  200  ca- 
mels of  the  caravan  ha\ing  arrived 
the  preceding  evening.  When 
the  gentlemen  determined  to  bring 
them  to  the  point  of  naming  the 
fum  total  they  wcic  !0  pay  for  car- 
riage to  Ghinnah,  they  delitcred 
the  Ibllowtng  bill : 

Dollars. 
To  the  government  ofCo-  ) 

fire  for  its  prote6lion        y 
To     twelve    camels    from  7 

hence  to  Ghinnah  ) 

Two  foldiers  for  a  guard  10 

To  i  ^refent  to  the  Shaik  7 ' 


100 


So 


for  hu  company 


i 


It  is  to  be  obferved  that  the  vfusa 
hire  of  a  camel  for  that  journey 
was  but  two  dollars ;  they  paid  the 
money  however  on  ihe  fpor  to  the 
^reat  fatisfj^iion  of  their  vi6tors» 
placing  all  their  fufferings  to  th^ 
account  of  the  Vizier  of  Yambo. 
The  fufpicions  of  their  concealed 
wealth  would  not  let  the  Shaik 
part  with  thefe  travellers  without 
ill  11  more  extortion  ;  for  he  came 
the  next  fi^orning  and  told  them 
in  plain  terms,  that  he  muft  hav^ 
more  money.  He  condefcct.ded 
indeed  (o  piaoe  this  requifitian  to 
the  accoiuit  of  the  people  tf  the 
town  and  country,  who  had  been 
peftering  him  for   prefeorta   from 
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them  s  that  it  was  their  misfortane 
to  be  ^confidered  by  thefe  people 
as  mea  of  vaft  wealth,  whofe 
trtinlcs  were  filled  with  gold,  pre^ 
cioas  ftones^  and  rith  mercnan- 
dize,  on  which  ic  was  their  cuftom 
to  ]evy  a  tax.  It  was  in  vain  to 
expoftulate,  the  dependaots  of  the 
Shaik  werp  yet  to  receive  their 
mite;  and  he  declared  in  a  de- 
termined tone«  that  he  could  not 
pretend  to  fend  them  in  fafcty  to 
the  Nile,  until  he  received  orders 
from  the  bey  of  Cairo,  unlefs  the 
people  were  fattsfied  with  a  dona- 
tion of  twenty  five  dollars.  When 
his  demand  was  fatisfied^  the  cloads 
which  loured  on  his  countenance 
difpelled  in  a  moment,  and  with 
infinite  good  humour  he  ordered 
the  camels  at  the  door  to  take  up 
their  baggage.  After  his  departure^ 
it  was  foond  that  inllead  of  twelve 
camels,  as  by  agreement,  he  had 
only  provided  ten,  and  he  had 
grace, enough  to  avoid  another  in- 
terview, by  fending  his  fon  to  ac- 
company them  inftead  of  attending 
himfelf. 

Mbfortune  however  ftill  purfued 
them.  The  young  (haik  found 
means  in  the  conrfe  of  their  jour- 
ney to  feparate  them  from  the  reft 
of  the  caravan,  and  after  they  had 
fufFered  innumerable  fatigues,  he 
had  the  impudence  to  propofe  to 
leave  them  at  Banuce,  a  town 
cohfiderably  Ihort  of  Ghinnah. 
This  circumllance  (fays  Mr.  Ir- 
win) was  too  barefaced  not  to 
alarm  us,  and  we  determined  to 
pa(h  on,  through  an  almoft  in- 
fuppottable  heat.  This  refolutron 
was  confirmed  by  Abdul  Ruffar, 
oar  Arabian  fervant,  who  was 
entitled  to  credit  from  his  paft 
behaviour.  Accordingly,  at  two 
6'dock,  we  mounted  our  camels^ 


in  fpite  of  their  importunities  to 
wait  until  the  evening,  and  moved ' 
on,  in  the  moft  fultry  day  I  had 
ever  felt  in  the  Baft.  We  fooa 
rejoined  the  merchant's  camels, 
which  had  taken  ihelter  onder  a 
thorn- tree  at  fome  diftance,  and 
were  ready  to  attend  as.  While, 
united  with  this  body,  we  did  not 
fear  going  aftray ;  and  purfued  our 
courie,  under  a  full  fecurity  of 
being  on  the  road  to  Ghinnah. 
We  had  no  water,  bat  what  our 
earthen  guglets  contained;  and 
this  was  foon  expended*  It  is 
iropoffible  to  dcfcribe  what  we 
fuffered  from  heat  and  thirft  during 
this  ftage.  A  mouthful  or  two  of 
dirty  water,  which  one  of  our 
guards  gave  me,  made  me  forget 
for  the  moment  his  recent  info^ 
lence ;  and  all  our  former  appre- 
henfions  were  infenfibly  fwallowed 
up  in  the  more  painful  idea  of 
falling  victims  to  thirft.  Our 
tongues  actually  became  parched  to 
our  palates ;  and  we  were  obliged 
to  wet  them  every  now  and  then, 
with  fpintuous  liquon,  to  prevent 
fuffbcation  from  the  clouds  of  duft 
which  continual  whirlwinds  threw 
around  us.  This  expedient  was 
but  tranfitory,  and  ferved  indeed 
to  inereafe  the  rage  of  thirft.  It 
was  our  common  misfortune  alfo 
to  labour  under  a  violent  com- 
plaint in  our  bowels ;  and  to  the 
want  of  the  bad  water  that  occa- 
fioned  it— a  want  which  we  had 
lamented  in  the  moft  earneft  man- 
ner— our  prefervation  was  probably 
owing.  I  was  fo  aftlided  myfelf 
with  this  diforder,  that  I  could 
fcarcely  fit  my  camel  through  ex- 
cefs  of  pain.  The  wind  and  duft 
had  equaUy  afFeded  our  fight,  fo. 
that  we  wandered  on  in  agony  and 
darknefs.    There  is  no  doubt  that 
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our  Arabian  companions  partopk 
IB  fome  meafurc  of  our  fuftrings ; 
b^t  they  were  too  much  accuHomcd 
to  ihi  iun^  to. feel  alj  the,  effcQs  ojf 
hjs  fnry  j  arid  we  bad  fome  rcafbn 
tQ  fufpe^,  that  their  (lock  of  water 
lafted  long  after  purs  had  failed,  uj,, 
To  crown  t"his  icene  of  diftreft,  wp., 
at  length  overtook  the  fhalk,  who^^ 
we  learnt,  had  ,l>een  difappcinted 
in  rcpleniihiijg  his  (Jtins^  by  Uie' 
appearance  .of  wild  Arabs  about 
the  fprings.  T*his  news  founded 
Kke  the  knell  oif  death  in  our  ears  ; 
not  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
thefe  robbers,  who  were  once  fy 
formidable  to  our  fears,  but  from 
the  abfence  of  a  fluid,  on  wliich 
we  fuppofed  our  lives  to  depend. 
Faint  and  {piritlefs,  therefore,  we 
toiled  on  until  eight  o'clock  at 
night,  when  we  halted,  without 
Kaving  encountered  any  foe  in  the 
way.  Bat' far  different  was**  this 
halting-place  from  any  other  we 
had  come  to.  Without  a  draught 
of  water  to  molften  our  throats,  it- 
WAS  impra^i cable  to  force  down  a 
roorfel  of  bread  ;  and  the  pain  and 
wearinefs  under  which  our  bodies 
laboured,  were  too  extreme  to  ad- 
mit of  a  momentary  repofe.  Over- 
whelmed with  hunger,  thirfl,  and 
fatigue,  we  fat  ourfelves  upon  the 
ground,  and  revolved  our  melan- 
choly Situation  in  filence.  Every 
•  Ikin  was  alternately  ranfacked  by 
us  for  water,  and  not  an  article 
left  untried  that  was  likely  to  pro- 
duce the  lead  moidure.  My  com- 
panions and  I  had  unluckily  re- 
courfe  to  raw  onions,  which  were 
among  the  baegage.  But  no  fooner 
had  we  talleaof  this  potent  root, 
th?.n  we  repented  of  our  ralhnefs. 
The  efFedk  was  quite  contrary  to 
our  hopes;  and  our  (trought  was 
iriicated    to    the    highefl   degree. 


This  flage  was  fix  hqursj  or  fifieefl 
miles. 

After  five  days  journey  throngb 
thefe  deferts,  they  at  length  ar- 
rived at  Ghinnah,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Nile,  where  they  again  found 
themfelves  in  much  worfe  bands 
than  at  Cofire.  Their  landlord 
and  the  vizier  of  the  city  leagued 
together,  and  by  fundry  artifices 
and  farcical  pleas  of  difficulties, 
contrived  to  detain  them  from  their 
voyage  down  the  river,  and  to  drain 
them  of  their  money  and  every  va- 
luable article,  even  to  their  arms 
and  wearing  ^ipparel,  that  they 
faw  in  their  pofleffion  :  thefe 
extortions  they  were  obliged  to 
fubmit  to,  finding  by  experience 
that  among  thefe  people  refiflance 
never  produced  redrefs.  After 
having  been  kept  prifbners  by  their 
landlord,  fubje6t  to  a  barefaced 
courfc  of  depredation,  they  were 
at  length  happily  refcued  from 
thefe  plunderers,  by  the  long- 
cxpeflcd  arrival  of  the  fhaik  UI 
Arab,  whofe  character  and  beha- 
viour  Mr.  Irwin  thus  defcribes: 

Ifman  Abu  Ally,  the  great  (hailc 
of  the  Arabs — for  fuch  we  would 
render  the  (haik  UI  Arab — is  a 
fhort  fat  man,  of  about  five  feet 
two  inches  high,  and  turned,  as 
we  learn,  of  feventy-five.  His 
eyes  are  grey^  and  his  complexion 
very  fair;  but,  what  at  pn^^e  gives 
him  a  fingular  and  more  youthful 
look,  his  beard,  which  is  very 
bufhy,  is  coluured  of  a  bright  yel- 
low. This  exterior  may  not  fcem^ 
the  mod  promifiDg,  and  might 
create  diQafle,  if  the  benevolence 
that  beams  from  his  countenance, 
were  not  foremoft  to  fecurc  the 
heart  of  the  beholder.  Neither 
can  the  flirilliicrs  of  his  voice, 
which  is  harih  and  dl/ronant,  de- 
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ftfoy  t\e  beauty  of  tbe  fcntiments,  • 
which  ic  IS  made  uiie  of  to  convey. 
He  is  Aill  adive..  for  a  man  of  his 
fize  and  age ;  ajud  his  fptrits  zre  {o 
good,  that  were  it  not  for  the  ra- 
vage that  time  has  made  among 
hi9  teeth,   he   Qiight    pafa    for  a. 
younger  maa  hy  twenty  years  at 
leaft.     Except  the  viziers  of  Yam* 
bo  and  Ghinnah,  whom  we  had 
found  to  be  vi) Jains  by  fad  expe- 
rience,  w«  had  hitherto  dealt  with 
the  drofs  of  the  nation.     Ic  was 
referved  for  this  nxoment,  for  us  to 
meet  with- the  polite  gencieman  and* 
the  honeft  ma iV|.;com prized  in  the 
peribn  where  chey  ought  to  be  found,- 
in  therepreieoxative  of  his  people. 
We  had  quickly  canfe  to  find, 
that  we  had  not  given  tfaefhaik  too 
much  credit  fi;)r  his'inttgrity.    His 
impatience  to  acqnit  .himfelf  in  our 
opinion,  of  any  connivance  at  the 
condu^    of    his    fervants,    could 
fcarceJy  be  reftrained  by  the  forms 
of  civility,  which  precluded  :  bu^ 
nefs  daring  out  repslh      But  no 
foqner  was  it  ended,  than  he  ihifted 
the  converfation,  and  came  directly 
to  the  point  which  we  were  fo  much 
concerned  in*-  •  He  lamented  the 
treatment   which   we   had   under- 

fone,  and  which  could  only  have 
appened  in  his  abfence ;  and  he 
vehemently  reprobated  the  be- 
haviour of  his  oiHcsFS,  which  he 
was  determined  to  puniih  in  the 
mod  exemplary  manner.  After  a 
few  leading  queftions,  which  tended 
to  confirm  the  report  that  had  been 
made  to  him  touching  our  ftory, 
he  profeHed,  that  kis  return  to 
Gbinnah  had  been  haftened  on  our 
account.  That  he  had  come  pur- 
pt)iely  to  do  os  (Irid  juftice  on  our 
pen'ecucors,  and  to  difpatch  us 
tnder  a  (dfc  condud  to  Cairo.    As 


a  proof  ef  his  fincerity,  he  ordercd^ 
Ally,    the  brother   of   Kfahomec, 
their  landlord,  and  a  partaker  in 
the  fpoil,    to  be   brought   before 
him.      He    had    been    prcviool^f ' 
taken*    into     cuftody,     and    was 
waiting  without,  td  be  examined. 
With  this  fellow  came  Sauker,  one 
of  the  rogues  who  had   alfifted  to 
p!oi>der  us,  and  who  of  his  own 
accord   produced  the  things  which 
had   fallen   to  his  fliare,    in   the 
divifion  of  the  fpoils.      He  laid 
them  at  the  fhnik's  Yeet ;  and  with 
the   greateft    effrontery    declared, 
that  be  had  taken  them,  only  to 
fecure  them  from   the   thieves  of 
the  houfe :  and  that  his  truth  might 
be  deduced  from  his  care  of  our 
property.  "  Though  his  offence  was 
palpable,  this  ftep  was  fufiicient  to 
ikreen  him  from  paniihment  in  a 
country,   where  retribution  is  a!P 
that  IS  required  by,  the  profecutor, 
and  where  jttflice  is  generally  to  be 
appeafed  by  pecuniary  fines.     But 
the'ill-advifed  Ally  did  not  efcape 
in  this  manner.    He  boldly  denied 
having    robbed  ns    of  money  or 
valuables,     and    was    loudly    ex- 
claiming  at   the  injuftice  of  the 
accufation,  when  the  fhaik  raifed 
his  voice,  and  a  dozen  AbyfOnran 
ilaves  fuddenly  feized  on '  the  cul- 
prit, and  hurried  him  out  of  the 
room.     We  were  in  pain  for  the 
fellow,  and  were  meditatltng  on  the 
confequenees  of  his  arreft,  when  he 
was    brought    into    our    prefence 
again,  bound  hand  and  foot,  with 
a  chain  about  his  neck,  by  which 
he  was  held.     He  was  on  the  point 
of  receiving  the  baftinado  on  his 
knees,    when    he     confeflcd    the 
charge,  and  promifed  to  return  all 
that  he  had  taken  from  us.     The 
fhaik.  was  inclined  to  'mRi€t  the 
puniih- 
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pttoifhmear  on  iiim ;  but  by  the 
interpcfiuon  of  cbofe  about  hiin» 
in  which  w«  joined,  be  remitted  it 
for  the  preient ;  and  diredled  Ally 
to  be  led  home,  that  he  might 
produce  the  goods.  Oor  trininph 
was  complete.  One  of  our  ancient 
enemies  had  atoned  for  his  crime, 
in  a  manner  that  outwent  the  moft 
fanguine  idea  of  revenge.  The 
other  was  humbled  at  our  feet. 
He  furvived  indeed :  but  it  was 
only  to  abafe  himfelf  before  us, 
and  to  depend  upon  oar  mode- 
jation  for  his  fecurity ! 

In  about  half  an  hour  Ally  re* 
turned,  and  produced  a  few  of  the 
leaft  valuable  articles.  He  earneAIy 
requefted  until  the  morning  to  de- 
liver up  the  reft,  and  to  repay  us 
the  money  that  he  had  chieated  us 
out  of.  This  was  granted  him  at 
our  dedre,  and  the  prifoner  com- 
mitted to  his  own  houfe,  under  the 
Cuftody  of  a  ftrong  guard. 

We  break fafted  betimes,  and 
at  feven  o^clock  went  to  the  (haik's 
honfe.  The  court  were  already 
aiTembled  in  an  open  fpot  before 
the  houfe,  which  was  (haded  by  an 
high  wall  from  the  morning  fun. 
Here  we  found  the  ihaik  encom- 
pafled  by  his  great  men,  with  a 
number  of  foldiers  and  attendants 
at  fome  diftance  in  their  front* 
Carpets  were  fpread  in  the  inter- 
mediate fpace  for  our  reception. 
Here  we  feated  ourfelves,  after 
making  our  obeifance  to  the  (haik, 
'  and  waited  in  iilence  the  iflue  of 
the  trial.  Next  to  the  (haik's  right 
hand  was  placed  his  nephew,  and, 
as  we  underlUod,  his  declared  fuc- 
cefTor  in  the  government* 

Juft  before  we  came  in,  the 
culprit  Ally  had  undergone  a  {t\cre 
baftinadc,  on  again  provbg  xe« 


fra^ry ;  and  the  hakeem  was  fent 
to  fearch  his  houfe  for  the  ftolecf 
goods;     This  occaiiotted    a   paufe 
in   the  proceedings,   which    were 
interrupted  by  the  fudden  appear- 
ance of  the  vizier,  who^    to   oar 
great   a(loni(hm6nt^    took    a    feat 
which    was    vacant    next    tcf    the 
ihaik's  nephew.     This  confidence 
was  unexpected,  and  filled  us  with 
unfavourable    prognofttcs    of    the 
event  of  our  fuit.     But  our  cioubts 
were  of  (hort  continuance.       He 
had    entered    unregarded     by    his 
mafter,    and    was    talking     with 
great   eafe   to  thofe  about     hitn, 
when  the  ihaik  turned  about,  and 
in  a  folemn  tone  a(ked  him  for  the 
(hauls  and  things,  which  he  had 
received   from:  the    Engliih    gen-^ 
tlemen.     The  whole  frame  of  this 
gay  courtier  was  evidently  difcom- 
pofcd  by  this  queftion.     He  had 
probably  laid  his  account  with  our 
fupprefling  the  part  he  had  taken 
again  ft   us,   after  the  high   hand 
with  which  he  had"  once  ftopped 
the  accnfation  of  Abdul    Ruflar^ 
and  was  unprepared  with  an  evafion. 
His  countenance  inftantly  was  di(^ 
robed  of  its  pleafantry ;  his  limbs 
trembled,  and  his  tongue  faoltered 
in  framing  a  reply,  the  fnbftance 
of.  which   was,    that    he    was    a 
ftranger  to  the  matter  with  which 
he  was  charged «  We  were  afhamed 
of  the  meanne(s  of  a  man  of  his 
rank,  but  the  wrath  of  the  (haik 
was  wound  up  to  the  higheft  pitch 
at  the  hearing  of  this  falfebood^ 
He  was  confirmed  of  the  guilt  from 
the  fy mptoms  which  the  oiiender 
difplayed  ;  and  without  calling  any 
freih  evidence  to  corroborate  it,  he 
proceeded  to  decide <    BiU  he  could' 
hardly  find  utterance  for  kis  or- 
ders>    which  were  to   arreil  aud 
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flog   lh#  viaier  immediately.     A 
xvttmi>«r  of  flavesftarced  from  the 
Croudy     to     execute    his    orders. 
The     adoni^ed      minifter     could 
not  believe  his  ears,   and  would 
fain    hsiv9    perfuaded  himfelf  that 
the    a#air   was  a  jefl.      He   wa<i 
prefentiy  convinced  of  his  miftake. 
The  officers  of  juftice  laid   vio- 
lent hands  upon  his  perfott^  tum- 
bled hvm  from  his  proud  feat^  and 
ia  A  lude   manner    hurried    him 
away^  in  fpite  of  his  outcries  and 
fruiUeis  refinance.  This  behaviour 
ferved  only. to  exafperate  the  ihaik. 
His  eye&  flafhed   with  the   honeft 
indignation  which  lighted  hi^  bo- 
fom;   his  ftrength  could    fcarcely 
iupport   the   agitations  of  mind ; 
and  after   fom^  effort,    ho  raifed 
himfekf  from  his  caFpet,  and  r«« 
peated  his  commands  in  a  voice, 
that  ftrtick  terror  into  the  breads  of 
all  pre  feat.     He  was  immediately 
fanouAded  by  a  croud  of  his  cour-^ 
tiers^  who  kifled  his  hands,  cm- 
braced  his  knees^   and  interceded 
with  hira  for  the   pardon  of  the 
vizier.    Thefe  nobles  took  no  ihare 
in  the  paiHons  of  their  monarch, 
.and  were  only  attentive  to  excul- 
pate one  of  their  body,  though  aC 
the  expence  of  honour  and  juflice. 

I  muft  own  that  I  was  concerned 
tt  the  fearful  iituation  of  a  man^ 
who  had  never  been  guilty  c^f  any 
actual  violence  towards  us«  and 
whofe  greateft  trefpafs  was  the  re-^ 
ceipt  of  prefents,  on  his  aiTurance^ 
of  protedion,  when  he  permitted 
fior  being  plundered  by  our  inhof- 
pitable  hoU  and  his  adherents. 
Thefe,  howeveri  were  crimes  of 
the  deepeil  dye,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
good  old  fhaik.  When  we  dire£led 
Ibrahim  to  plead  for  the  inoffenfive 
Wndud  of  the  vizier  towards  us» 
Vol.  XXIII,  . 


he  would  not  hear  of  any  apology 
fer  a  villain,  who  had  fo  little  the 
honour  of  his  country  at  hew&,  a* 
to  injure  its  charafter  by  winking 
at  the  ma?-treaiment  of  ilrangers. 
He  could  the  lefs  overlook  it  in  a 
fervanc   of  his  own,    and    added, 
that  ic  was  at  our  infbnce  only,  he 
would  remit  the  punifhment  due  to 
his    enormity.     The  mortification 
nevertheiefs  wa^  referved   for  the 
vizier^  that  he  Ihou^d   be  broughc 
before  us,  difarray^d   of  his   gay 
apparel^  his  hands  bound  behind 
him»  and  a  chain  fadened  about 
his  neck.   In  this  miferable  pl^ght^ 
ho  was  told  of  the  obligation  he* 
was  under  to  oar  gnenerous  appli*' 
cation  ;  and  lecL  home  by  a  guards 
to  produce   his  ill -gotten  acquis' 
fuion,  as  his  only  hope  of  fafety* 
We  obferved   a  general   murmur 
among  the  gran  dee  s«  at  the  coai'^ 
pliment  which  was  paid  us  on  thi9 
occaAon.     The  difgrace  of  one  of 
their  body  excite^  no  friendly  ien- 
timents  towards  us ;  and  not  a  fcMT 
menacing  look$  were  thrown  upott 
us  from  the  circle.     On^  the  other 
hand,  the  ihaik  harangued  themb 
in  a  fenfible  and  pathetic  fpeechji 
on    the  honour   of    their   nation* 
He  caft  the  mod  jud  and  fevere 
reproaches  on  the  chara&er  of  the 
abfent  minider,  and  warned  them 
in  futul-e,  again d  fuch   inhamaik 
pra^ices    towards    chridians    and 
drangers.     He  then  turned  to  ua 
with   the  kinded  afped,    and   re^ 
aiTured  us  of  his  protection.     He 
attributed  the   commidion,  of  the 
offence  to  the  negle£t  of  the  har 
keem  of  Ghinnah,  who  had  flum* 
bered  like  an  unwary  cenrinel  oa 
his  duty.     For  this  he  had  been 
difcharged  from  his  office,  and  a 
flave  of  his  own  been  fent  to  take 
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care  of  us  until  Kis  arrival.  '  All 
chat  was  now  wanting  to  complete 
our  fatisfadion,  was  the  recovery 
of  our  loflcs,  which  he  would  fee 
efFefted ;  and  our  journey  to  Cairo, 
which  he  fwore  (hould  be  accom- 
plifhed  without  any  injury  being 
ofl«red  to  an  hair  of  our  heads. 

Our  ignorance  of  the  Arabian 
language  obliged  us  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  our  interpreter,  for  an 
acknowledgment  of  thefe  favours. 
But,  at  the  fame  time,  it  faved  us 
the  con fu Aon  of  appearing  at  a  loft 
for  a  fuitable  reply.  We  (heltered 
ourfelves  under  this  fortunate  ctr- 
cumflance,  which,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  left  our  patron  to  conceive  a 

fratitade,  which  word^  would  have 
ut  poorly  expreifed. 
A  meifenger  now  arrived  with 
two  ihaula  and  my  chreefe,  from 
the  vizier.  The  other  (haul,  he 
faid,  he  had  parted  with  ;  and  the 
piftols  he^  had  given  to  Ally.  Once 
more,  therefore,  was  the  wretched 
Ally  produced  before  the  court; 
and  on  denying  the  receipt  of  them, 
the  bailinado  was  again'  inflicted 
on  him.  Beiides  the  articles  which 
had  been  rellored,  there  were  ftill- 
a  filver  urn,  a  pair  of  gold  knee- 
buckles,  and  a  quantity  of  valuable 
linen  to  be  accounted  for.  Not 
to  fpeak  of  the  money  which  they 
obtained  from  ns,  under,  various 
pretences.  But  thefe  were  faid  to 
have  fallen  to  Mahomet's  (hare  in 
the  divifion ;  and  his  robbery  and 
death  were  made  a  plea  of  by  the 
family,  to  fatisfy  us  for  our  lofs. 
The  (haik  would  not  hear  of  this 
apology,  which  he  termed  falfe 
and  evaiive.  And  fooner  than  ^e 
(hould  fuffer  by  that  family,  he 
declared,  that  hie  would  firft  order 
Uieii-  fubftance  to  be  difpofed  of. 


and  if  that  would  not  repay  nt  for 
our  lofles.  Ally  and  the  reft  of 
them  fhould  he  fold  as  (laves,  to- 
make  up  the  fom.  It  was  no«r 
time  for  us  to  interfere.  The 
matter  was  exceeding  the  bounds 
to  which  we  meant  to  pu(h  it ; 
and  policy,  as  well  as  humanity, 
prompted  us  to  drop  it.  Our 
principal  aim  was  to  get  from 
Ghinnah,  under  a  proper  pro- 
tedion.  Our  per(ecutors  had  been 
chaftifed,  and  it  was  preferable  for 
us  to  put  up  with  fome  inconve- 
nience,  rather  than  run  the  ri(k  of 
being  detained  here,  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  full  redrefs.  On  this  ac- 
count we  liftened  to  the  mediation 
of  the  hakeem,  and  fome  of  the 
courtiers, ,  who  befeeched  us  to 
withdraw  our  claim  to  all  but 
eighty  dollars  of  the  remaining 
debt,  which  Ally  might  raife  from 
the  camels  he  poflefKd.  Our  ac- 
quiefcence  in  this  propofal  gained 
us  credit  with  all  prefent,  and  drew 
a  particular  compliment  from  the 
worthy  ihaik  ;  who  prptefted,  that 
he  could  not  but  admire  our  gene- 
ro(ity,  though  it  was  exercifcd  at 
the  expence  of  their  national  cha- 
ra^er.  The  reader,  perhaps,  may 
agree  with  us,  that  we  ought  not 
to  have  fubfcrtbcd  to  this  infi- 
nuation,  as  fuch  a  man  as  was  their 
before  us,  was  enough  to  redeem 
his  nation  from  obloquy. 

The  court  now  broke  up,  and 
we  were  difmi(red,  not  a  little 
pleafed  with  this  mode  of  admi- 
niftering  juftice.  The  punilhment 
inAi£ted  upon  robbers  in  other 
countries,  fupprelTes  the  growth  of 
them  in  the  general  opinion.  But 
when  we  reflcA  on  the  frequent 
robberies  that  are  committed  in  our 
own,  ic  feems  doubtful,  whether 
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tic  fcverity  of  the  fbntence  anfwcrs 
the  expeded  end.  As  a  fmall 
token  of  oar  rcfpedl,  on  our  return 
homey  we  made  up  fuch  a  pre  fen  t 
as  we  judged  would  be  mofl  ac- 
ceptable to  a  mab  of  his  turn  of 
inind,  and  fent  it  to  the  fhaik  by 
Ibrahim.  It  confided  of  a  couple 
of  fine  ihauls^  an  Indian  carpet, 
and  a  palampore^  and  an  handfbme 
fabre  and  cafe  of  pifiols*  The 
fabre  and  piflols,  though  articles 
of  the  greateft  value^  he  returned, 
and  fent  us  many  thanks  for  our 
remembrance  of  him  in  the  reft> 
which  he  faid  he  would  keep  for 
oar  fake«  He  alfo  told  Ibrahim^ 
that  he  had  diredled  a  merchant  to 
furniih  us  with  camels  for  our 
journey,  as  the  river  was  too 
perilous  for  us  to  venture  on.*' 

The  reader  will  undoubtedly  be 
forry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  this 
|;ood  bid  man.  Egypt  was  then 
m  a  ilate  of  convulfion^  and  in 
one  of  their  revolutions  his  head 
was  taken  off.  But  fucfh  events 
are  matters  of  courfe  in  Africa  and 
Afia. 

The  good  old  (haik  above- 
mentioned,  and  who  from  cir- 
cumftances  is  fuppofed  to  be  the 
fame  fo  favourably  fpoken  of  by 
Dr.  Pococke,  in  his  Travels,  de- 
livered Mr.  Irwin  and  his  fellow- 
fuffcrers  to  the  care  of  Had  gee 
Uttalah,  the  mailer  of  his  camels ; 
with  a  charge  to  convey  them  and 
their  baggage  fafely  to  Cairo: 
adding,  that,  fhould  the  lead 
complaint  be  made  agaiaft  his 
condu£^,  he  (hould  anfwer  it  with 
his  head  ;  and  he  was  ordered  not 
to  return  without  a  letter  under 
their  hstnds  -and  feals,  to  advife 
the  fhaik  of  their  fafety.  To  fecure 
his  fidelity  beyond  the   reach  of 


temptation,  the  fliaik  alfbdirefled^ 
that  the  family  of  Hadgee  Uttalah 
fiiould  be  placed  under  a  guard,  aa 
the  fureft  hoftage  for  his  integrity.    , 

On  September  4,  at  1 1  o'clock 
at  night,  as  the  mofl  private  hour* 
the  Englilh  travellers  lefcGhinnah, 
where,  notwithftanding  the  redrefs 
they  had  received,  they  found  their 
baggage  reduced  to  one  half  of  the 
bulk  they  brought  into  the  town* 
Their  journey  lay  through  the.de- 
fert  of  Thebais,  with  eighteen 
camels  for  the  accommodation  o^ 
them,  their  baggage,  attendants, 
and  guard.  On  the  third  day  of 
their  journey  in  this  defert,  they 
met  with  an  adventure  fufficiently 
alarming,  which  we  ihall  give  in 
the  author's  own  words,  firfl'pre- 
mifing  that  they  had  halted  to 
dine. 

"  At  half  pafl  three  o'clock  we 
were  mounted  agun,  and  going 
through  the  fame  valley^  in  about 
an  hour,  reached  the  bottom  of 
another  fleep  mountain i  We  were 
obliged  to  lead  our  camels  up,  and 
in  about  half  an  hour  gained  tha 
fummit^  Where  we  found  a  plain 
near  two  miles  in  length,  oveif 
which  we  rode^  At  fix  o'clock^ 
we  came  to  the  extremity  of  the 
mountain,  when  our  advanced 
guard  alarmed  us  with  the  news  o( 
a  party  of  camels  being  in  the 
vale.  Asiit  was  a  fufpicious  place 
to  encounter  any  of  our  own  fpecies> 
we  all  took  to  our  arms,  and  af- 
fembled  on  thedefcent^  which  was 
fo  craggy,  and  fo  perpendicular^ 
that,  fmaii  as  our  numbers  were« 
we  were  enabled  by  our  fituation  to 
have  coped  with  a  multitude  o£ 
enemies*  The  ftrangers  had  ob* 
ferved  our  motions,  and  drew  up 
in  a  body  below  to  wait  the  refulc. 
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Wc  counted  no  lefa  than  thirty 
camefs,  and  deduced  therefrom, 
that  we  fliould  have  two  to  one 
againil  us,  in  cafe  of  hoUilitle^. 
To  gain  intelligence,  however,  of 
the  difpofuion  of  the  ftrangcrs. 
Hadgee  XJttalah  himfelf  defcendeq 
into  the  valley.  He  ventured  him- 
felf unarmed,  as  4  token  of  peace  5 
and  we  were  not  a  little  impatient 
to  behold  the  interview  which  was 
about  to  take  place.  We  were 
deeply  interefted  in  its  event ;  and^ 
circumflfanced  as  we  were,  it  is  not 
furpriiin^  that  we  fhould  doubt  q( 
its  fucceTs.  But  we  were  happily 
deceived  in  our  ideas.  No  fooncr 
had  Hadgee  Uttalah  approached 
the  new  party,  than  he  was  recog- 
nized by  one  among  them,  who 
ran  with  open  arms  to  receive  him. 
He  was  prefently  encompafftd  by 
the  r^ft  ;  and  we  CQuld  difceru  that 
he  was  ferv'ed  with  coffee  and 
bread.  This  daggered  us  in  our 
opinion  of  thefe  people's  profeflion; 
and  we  began  to  conceive  that  they 
might  be  travellers  like  ourfelves, 
who,  in  thefe  critical,  times,  had 
explored  the  dcfert,  in  preference 
to  the  river.  And  we  were  now 
confirmed  jn  this  conceit  by  the 
iigns  which  Hadgee  made  to  us  to 
defcend.  Thefe  figns  were  inter- 
preted to  us  by  our  Arabs,  who 
told  us  there  was  nothing' to  fear. 
We  obeyed,  therefore,  aad  went 
dovyn  the  hill  in  as  good  order  as 
the  path  would  admit  of.  We 
were  met  at  the  foot  of  it  by  Had- 
geei  who  conveyed  us  and  our  bag- 
gage to  a  fpot  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  ftrangers,  and  then  re- 
turned to  them.  Many  were  the 
embraces  and  congratula-ions  that 
were  exchanged  between  the  Arabs 
on  b9th  fides.     The  firft  thing  we 


learned  was,  that  water  is  to  be 
procured  in  this  valley,  whiph  h.i3 
induced  our  gentry  to  halt  here  and 
replenilh  our  Ikins.  \Vc  arrive*! 
here  at  half  pad  fix  o'clock,  fo  th;u 
our  laft  (lage  was  three  hours,  or 
feven  miles. 

While  Hadgee  Utta^lah  was  en- 
gaged in  an  earned  copv^rfation 
with  the  leader  of  the  other  party, 
Ibrahim  and  Abdul  RuiTar  came 
to  us  with  looks  of  /urpnze,  and 
informed  us,  that  ibey  had  dif- 
covered  the  ftrangers  to  be  what  we 
a^  firft  apprehended— a  band  of 
robbers.  That  they  had  overheard 
one  of  them  boaft,  th^  this  band 
took  the  forty  camels  near  Cofire 
during  our  ftay  in  that  town — ark 
anecdote  which  1  before  mentioned 
—and  that,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nile,  they  had  plundered  a  caravan 
but  a  few  days  ago,  vyith  the  fpoils 
of  which  they  w^re  row  rcn|rning 
to  their  own  coun'try  1  It  may  be 
imagined  that  we  were  not  a  little 
ftartled  at  this  intelligence.  The 
novelty  of  the  circuni (lance  did  not 
diminilh  its  unplcaifantnefs ;  and 
our  fituation  was  as  alarming  as 
uncommon  :  but  our  minds  were 
prefently  relieved  by  the  a (Ta ranees 
of  Hadgee  Uttalah,  who  now 
joined  us.  He  made  no  fcruple 
to  acquaint  us  with  the  pro- 
feflion  of  the  robbers.;  b^t  added, 
that  they  had  as  n>uch  regard, 
fpr  their  word  as  qiher  people. 
Th^  happily  knew  him,  which, 
was  indeed  the  faving  qf  aa 
cflfufian  of  blood.  For,  on  the 
fcore  of  friend  (hip,  they  had 
pledged  their  word  tp  him,  that 
they  wonid  not  meditate  the  lea'l 
wrong  againft  us.  We  might  truli 
them  implicitly,  for  the  wild  Arab* 
bad  never  beci^  known  to  break 
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their  faith  oh  fuch  occaiions.  Aftet 
thisprfelade.;  we  were  the  lefs  fur- 
prized  at  a  propx>(ition  which  they 
had  made  him,  to  accompany  us 
to  Cairo;'  Hadgee himfelt  recom- 
mended as  to  accept  of  it.  Gur 
interell,  he  faid,  was  every  way 
concerned  in  it.  They  would 
ferve  us  both  as  guides  and  pro- 
tectors, in  this  unfrequented  wafte  j 
and  where  they  once  adopted  4 
Caufe,  it  was  their  charafter  to 
promote  it  at  the  exptncc  of  theif 
Diood.  Had  ^t  diftrufted  thi^  pa- 
negyric, it  Was  ftot  for  us  to  differit 
againft  the  opinion  of  our  con- 
datlor,  who  W^s  aftually  the  mailer 
of  our  perfons:  and  effedts.  Thfe 
pledges  he  has  Mt  at  Ghinnali 
will  prevent  his  rifking  his  charge 
wantonly,  and  on  this  we  rely  at> 
this  jundlure.  We  have  fallefi 
into  preciolis  cotnpany !  And  it 
behoves  us  i6  be  on  dur  guard 
as  much  atf  poflSble.  Never  did 
heroes  in  romance  plunge  into 
greater  perplexities ;  and  Werfe  not 
this  narrative  Well  attefted,  it 
might  fcem  here  to  breathe  the  air 
of  fi^iqn.  But  the  good  genius 
which  prefided  over  every  adven- 
ture we  hav^  sftchieved,  wilf,  we 
Iruft,  condud  us  fafcly  througli 
the  prefent. 

At  feven  o'clock  the  cameh 
belonging  to  the  robbers  went  on 
for  water,  and  left  their  captain 
and  a  guard  only  with  their  bag- 
gage. This  was  a  proof  of  con- 
fidence ;  but  we  betook  ourfelves 
to  bed,  with  our  arms  by  us  as 
ufual,  and  got  as  much  iflcep'  as 
the  cold  would  admit  of.  I  was 
To  unfortunate  as  to  be  dripped  of 
my  night-cloak  at  Ghinnah,  and 
have  no  defence  but  a  chintz  co- 
verlid agaiiift  tliC'fliarpnefs  of  the 
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wind,  which  is  due  north,  and  as 
cutting  as  1  ever  felt  it  out  of 
feu  rope. 

;  The  cajJtain  of  the  gang  (fay« 
Mr.  Irwin)  was  introduced  to  u« 
by  Ha4gee  Uttalah  at  breakfail, 
and  took  a  cup  of  coiFee  with  us, 
He  is  .a  bold,  laughing  villain,  of 
a  middle  fize,  but  large  limbed ; 
and  would  be  well  featured,  were 
not  his  mouth  disfigured  by  a  deep 
fear,  which  contrails  his  upper  lip, 
and  betrays  the  lofs  of  (everal  of 
his  fore  teeth  ;  the  effedls  we  fup- 
foCe  of  one  pf  his  rencounters  I 
There  is  a  freedom  in  his  be* 
iaviour,  which  gains  him  our 
Confidence.  Far  from  being 
alhamed  of  his  way  of  life,  he 
talks  of  his  late  exploits,  and 
produced  two  pair  of  Morocco 
flippers,  a  Turkifti  veil,  and  other 
articles  of  drefs,  for  fale.  Thcfc 
we  readily  purchare4,  to  conciliate 
his  good  opinion ;  and  neceffity 
mtift  excufe  our  receiving  ftoleni 
goods,  knowing  them  to  beftolen. 
Abdul  RufFar  bought  ah  Alcoran, 
and  other  religious  books,  the 
plunder  perhaps  of  fome  poor 
prieft ;  and  Ibrahim  a  Frenck 
horfe-piftol,  which  will  be  of  more 
Ihew  than  ufe  to  him.  Thefe 
things  we  have  procured  for  at 
leaft  a  third  of  their  value;  an4 
Hadgee  Ijttalah  has  fatisfied  the 
robber,  for  which  we  are  to  ac- 
count with  the  former  at  Cairo. 
Wc  had  been  cafeful  to  iiiftil  into 
our  own  people  the  belief  of  our 
being  deliitute  of  money ;  or  Go4 
knows,  what  mifchief  the  difco- 
very  of  our  real  treafures  might 
produce  againil  us. 

In  truth,  the  confciencc  of  this 
robber  is  no  lefs  wonderful  than 
his  manners «     He  is  eafy  of  ac^ 
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cefs,  and  yet  carries  a  proper  com- 
mand over  his  party ;  and  by  his 
own  example  teaches  them  to  be 
civil,  and  even  oblig^n?  to  us. 
We  would  willingly  mafee  him  a 
fuitable  acknowledgment  for  this 
behaviour,  but  do  not  think  it 
fafe  to  produce  nnoney,  or  to  dcr 
part  in  the  lead  from  our  profef- 
iions'  of  poverty.     It  was  with  the 

freateft  pleafure  imaginable,  that 
could  oblige  him  in  a  trifling 
point:  with  a  couple  of  razors^, 
which  he  faw  in  my  fervant*s 
hand^,  and  exprefTed  a  defire  for,** 

After  a  fortnight's  travelling 
through  this  dreary  wafte,  under 
the  guidance  and  protection  of  a 
band  of  Arabian  robbers,  a  little 
before  their  arrival  at  the  banke 
of  the  Nile,  the  robbers  left  them 
abruptly,  taking  a  Frepch  leave ; 
and  Had  gee  Uttalah  infinuated 
that  the  captain  took  this  method 
of  (hewing  his  difinteicftednefs, 
and  to  fave  the  travellers  the 
pain  of  difmiffing  him  without 
a  prefent.  Indeed,  as  Mr.  Irwin 
obferves,  the  whole  behaviour  of 
thefe  robbers  was  fo  extraordinary, 
and  the  adventure  of  fo  novel  a 
caft,  that  the  reader  would  hardly^ 
excufe  his  parting  with  them, 
without  particular  notice. 

Mr.  Irwin's  arrival  at  Grand 
Cairo  put  an  end  to  the  troubles 
and  anxiety  of  him  and  his  comr 
panions/  as  they  then  came  to  a 
commercial  port,  where  the  tran- 
faftions  of  mankiftd,  even  of  Eaf- 
terns,  wfere  condudlcd  upon  more 
liberal  principles  than  in  the  iur 
feriqr  parts  of  the  country. 


Narrative  of  the  Suffiriftgs  rf  M»« 
ile  St.  Germain,  and  bis  Compa^ 
m'oMJ,  in  the  Dejarts  of  Egypt. 


M 


de  St.  Germain,  and  his 
^  brother  M.  de  Chilly, 
were,  the  one  commandant .  at 
Daka,  and  the  other  at  Caffimba- 
zar,  two  very  important*  factories 
at  Bengal,  when  they  were  takea 
prifoners  of  war  by  the  En^lilh* 
Having  obtained  leave  on  their  pa- 
role of  honour  to  return  to  Fraace, 
and  finding  no  fhip  to  bring  them 
to  Europe  when  they  doubled  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  they  fct  out 
in  a  Danifh  v^lfel  for  Suez  in  the 
Red-fea,  in  hopes  of  croffing  over, 
with  eafe,  the  Ifthmus  that  fepa- 
rates  that  fea  from  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  theii  embarking  at 
Alexandria  for  Marfeilles.  .  After 
a  perilous  navigation  they  arrived 
at  Suez  the  24th  of  May  1779, 
with  feveral  French  and  En£liih 
that  were  paffengers  in  the  fame 
ihip.  They  were  no  fooner  land- 
ed, than  the  Danifh  captain  wrote 
to  the  French  merchants  at  Cairo, 
to  procure  a  caravan,  that  is,  the 
camels  necefTary  to  carry  the  mer- 
chandize of  the  veffel,  which  was 
eflimated  at  feveral  millions, 
Egypt  is  governed,  or  rather  op- 
prefled,  by  16  Beys  or  Lords. 
The  Porte  preferves  there  nothing 
but  a  (hadow  of  authority,  that 
refides  in  the  hands  of  a  Bafhaw, 
whom  the  Beys  keep,  as  a  kind 
of  prifoner,  in  the  caftle  of  Cairo. 
In  the  abfence  of  Murat  Bey,  the 
moft  powerful  of  thefe  \6  tyrants, 
who  was  gone  to  fight  Haflem 
Bey,  one  of  his  brethren,  appli- 
cation was  made  to  Ibrahim  Bey ; 
he  promifed  the  moft  ftriking  pro- 
^e^ipn,  and  even  offered  his  own 
people 
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people  and  camels  to  carry  the 
goods.  This  propofal  was  accept- 
ed without  heii cation  :  but  unhap- 
pily the  wealth  of  the  caravan, 
which  his  avidity  prompted  him 
ftill  to  exaggerate^  made  him  wiih 
to  carry  it  oiF;  and  he  concerted 
for  that  purpofe  with  the  Arabs  of 
Tort  (famous  for  th6ir  ferocity 
and  plundering)  the  blackefl  and 
mod  cowardly  of  all  perfidies. 
The.camels  filed  ofF  from  Suez  the 
i5thof  JuQe«  The  travellers  fet 
•  out  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening  ; 
the  night  pafTed  without  accident ; 
but  at  break  of  day,  in  the  mid- 
dle of,  a  defile,  formed  by  two 
chains  of  hills,  the  caravan  was 
befet  by  about  1 200  Arabs :  they 
£rfl  made  three  difcharges  of  their 
mufquetry,  and  then  fell  fabre  in 
hand  on  the  ten  Europeans  that 
compofed  the  caravan,  who  being 
difperfed  were  hacked,  taken,  and 
Gripped  even  of  their  ihirts,  and 
driven  naked  into  the  defert.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  real  conduc- 
tors of  the  camels^  on  the  firft  (hot 
being  fired,  which  was  undoubt- 
edly the  fignal  agreed  on,  turned 
the  camels  about,  and  drove  them 
into  the  town  of  Tort,  belongijig 
to  the  Arabs,  after  having  pafTed 
four  days  under  the  walls  of  Suez. 

The  Europeans,  maimed,  flrip- 
ped,  and  Hill  purfued  by  the  ban- 
ditti, divided  themfelves  by  chance 
into  two  parties.  One  took  the 
road  to  Suez,  which  was  but 
eight  leagues  off,  and  the  other, 
confifting  of  the  perfons  who  had 
marched  foremofl,  and  could  not 
make  their  way  through  the  body 
of  the  Arabs,  to  gain  Suez,  ran 
towards  Cairo,  which  was  twenty- 
two  leagues  off;  but,,  in  order  to 
<fcape  the  ferocity  of  the  Arabs, 


were  obliged  to  take  by-roads,  , 
which  increafed  prodigioufly  the 
diflance.  Unfortunately  MefTrs. 
de  St.  Germain,  and  de  Chilly, 
were  in  that. troop;  it  confided, 
with  them,  of  a  black,  who  be* 
longed  to  them  ;  of  Mefirs.  Bar- 
rington  and  Jenkins,  Englifhmen; 
of  Mr.  Vendelwelden,  Captain  of 
the  Danifh  (hip  ;  of  an  Armenian, 
named  Paul,  who  was  interpreter 
to  the  fhip;  and  two  Mendicant 
Arabs :  in  all  nine  perfons. 

It  is  impoflible  to  defcribe  the 
dreadful  torments  and  mortal  an- 
guifh  that  overpowered  eight  of 
thefe  unhappy  fugitives,  and  which 
M.  de  St.  Germain  could  not  have 
efcaped  without  a  miracle. 

There  is  sot  a  more  burning, 
climate  on  the  face  of  the  globe, 
than  the  deferts  of  Egypt :  the 
wind  that  blows  there  is  a  con- 
fuming  fire ;  there  no  rain  ever 
falls :  there  is  not  a  drop  of  water 
to  be  got,  nor  does  a  fhrub  grow 
within  a  fpace  of  thirty  leagues; 
and  the  fand,  almoil  turned  red 
by  the  fcorching  heat  of  the  fun, 
is  compofed  of  little  angular  peb- 
bles that  tear  the  fkin,  and  enter 
It  like  glafs:  by  a  ftrangc  contrail, 
the  nights,  in  that  frightful  cli- 
mate, are  almoit  as  cold  as  the 
days  are  hot;  and  when  a  man 
efcapes  the  fufFocating  vapours  of 
the  day,  it  is  aimoU  iinpoHible  to 
withiland,  without  cloaihing,  the 
freezing  air  of  the  night. 

It  was  in  this  murdering  defert, 
that  M.  de  St.  Germain,  with  his 
unfortunate  companions,  had  to 
firuggle  againft  all  the  horrors  of 
death  during  three  days  and  four 
nights,  without  eating  or  drink- 
ing, parched  with  a  con  fuming 
third,    fcorched   by  the   fun,   ex- 
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pofed  naked,  ftark  -  naked,  to 
clouds  of  infcfts  and  flies,  the  tor- 
ment of  which  is  more  cruel  than 
can  be  imagined ;  filling  down 
twenty  times  in  an  hour  with  fa- 
tigue, and  rifin|r  again  by  the  cx- 
cefs  of  p;:in  occafioned  by  the  peb- 
bles tearing  every  part  of  their 
body  J  walking  oftentimes  on 
their  hands,  and  at  laft  covered 
with  an  univerfal  ulcer.  ,  But  the. 
grcateft  of  his  misfortunes,  the 
moft  cruel  of  all  his  tormentsj 
which  made  him  twenty  times 
over  to  wiih  for  the  death  he  was 
ftruggling  againft,  was  to  have 
beheld  the  fucceffive  exit  of  all 
bis  companions.  Mr.  Barringion 
was  the  firft  vi6lim  that  fell ; 
Meflrs.  Jenkins  and  Vendelvvelden 
followed  next ;  the  black,  the  Ar- 
tnri  inn  inte/pretcf,  and  one  of  the 
Mendicant  Arabs,  although  robuft 
a'ld  inured  to  the  rigour  of  the 
climate,  periftied  like  the  reft,* 
But  the  moft  terrible  of  all  fights 
for  M,  de  St.  Germain,  that 
which  a  feeling  heart  cannot  figurt 
to  i  tie  If  without  being  fcized  with 
horror,  was  to  fee  his  brother  over- 
whelmed with  fatigue,  heat  and 
(hirrt,  with  twenty-two  wound»  of 
a  fabre,  conjuring  him  to  abandon 
bim,  and  provide  for  his  own  fafe- 
ly ;  aad  to  be  reduced  to  the  al- 
teiliative  of  feeing  him  pcrifti  be- 
fore his  eyes,  or  leave  him-  in  the 
defert,  in  order  to  employ  the 
poor  remains  of  ftrcngth  be  had 
left,  to  procure  him  fome  a ffi fi- 
ance. He  chofe  the  latter.  The 
cxcefs  of  their  fuftVrings  made 
them  hope  they  were  drawing  near 
the  c"u  of  their  miferies.  His 
ftff.  -jth  redoubled  at  the  fjght  of 
Jiis  broiler's  danger,  but  ail  his 
care  proved  friiitlefs.     They  were 


ftill  at  too  great  a  diftance  from 
Cairo ;  and  the  Bey's  people, 
whom  he  had  engaged  to  run  to 
the  defert  in  que  ft  of  his  onforto* 
nate  brother,  and  the  black  that 
accompanied  him,  could  not  diT- 
cover  either  of  them  ;  they  fbood 
only  the  bodies  of  the  other  Euro- 
peans ;  and  M.  de  Chilly  either 
fell  a  victim  to  the  many  tonnenta 
he  endured,  or  he  was  dragged 
away  into  flavery,  if  he  has  been 
fo  fortunate  as  to  have  his  life 
faved  by  any  of  the  Arabs. 

'  M.  de  St.  Germain,  having 
thus  feeti  all  his  companions  fall, 
reduced  to  (kin  and  bohe,  havin|r 
drank  his  urine,  his  lips  Ano, 
tongue  dried  to  his  mouth,  hit 
£ght  dim,  his  hearing  gone,  no 
longer  able  to  fpeak,  and  feized 
at  frequent  intervals  with  a  violent 
fever  and  the  delirium  of  deaths 
having  had  feveral  fits  of  a  kind 
of  apoplexy  and  lethargy,  at  laft 
arrived,  by  a  fpecies  of  miracle j 
naked,  alone,  and  in  a  dying 
condition,  at  the  country-honfe  of 
the  Bey.  The  affiftance  he  re- 
ceived there  ftopt  the  progrefs  of 
the  diforder :  afterwards  he  wa? 
carried  to  Cairo,  to  the  quarter 
of  the  Franks,  where  he  ow^ed 
his  life  to  the  ftill  of  M,  Graflc, 
a  f  rench  phyfjcian,  and  to  the 
praife-worthy  care  of  MefTrs,  Ma- 
gallon  and  Olive,  merchants  of 
Marfeilles,  who  took  him  into 
their  houfe. 

*  The  French  were  not  the  only 
perfons  that  gave  him  tokens  of 
the  part  they  took  in  his  misfor- 
tunes. Several  Engliftimen  that 
failed  with  him  from  Bengal  to 
Suez,  particularly  Mr.  Rofs,  who 
commanded  the  Englifh  fadory  at 
Paka,  whilft  hunfelf  was  at  the 
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tiead  of  the  .French  faflory,  gave 
him  the  mod  -feeling  proofT  of 
'  their  fcnfibility.  It  was  with  the 
greatcft  diffic«lty  that  he  declined 
accepting  the  offers  of  every  kind 
that  were  made  him,  chufing  ra- 
ther to  give  the  preference  to  the 
French  merchants  at  Cairo. 

•  M,  de  St.  Germain,  being 
happily  i^ecovercd,  tried  every 
means,  biit  ii)  vain,  to  obtain  rc- 
ftitution  of  about  '300,000  livres 
in  effcds  and  merchandize  that  be- 
longed to  him  in  the  caravan; 
but  in  abandoning  his  fortune  he 
mull  comfort  himfelf  with  the 
thoughts,  that  he  had  the  happi- 
ncfs  to  efcape,  all  at  once,  every 
poffibJe  kind  of  death,  hunger, 
thirft,  faffocating  heat  by  day, 
mortal  cold  by  night,  cxceffivc  fa- 
tigue, the  deftruSive  fting  of  the 
infects,  the  fire  and  fwora  of  the 
Arabs,  the  grief  of  feeing  his  com- 
panions periih,  and  his  inability 
tofaccour  his  brother;  and,  final- 
ly, a  long  and  dangerous  illncfs, 
the  confcquences  of  fach  horrors 
and  mifcrics ! 

'  The  hiftory  of  this  dreadful 
event,  worthy  in  every  refpeft  to 
he  laid  before  the  public,  in  ex- 
hibiting a  piAurc  of  the  greateft 
dangers  that  any  traireller  ever 
encountered,  proves  that,  in  at- 
tempting the  pafTages  of  the  Ifth- 
mus  of  Suez,  one  muft  be  aware, 
both  of  the  ferocity  of  the  Arabs, 
and  the  perfidy  of  the  Beys  that 
tyrannize  over  Egypt,' 


Of  the  Ribgion  oftBi  Ealmtxcs  and 
Mongouls.  !  FrflWf.  the  Account  tf 
the  Nations  of  the  Ruffian  Ei^i* 
pirc. 

Tj^ORMERLY  t'oth  the  KaU 
X?  nxucs  and  Mongouls  profef- 
fed  the  religion  of  the  Schamans. 
This  they  afterwards  changed  for 
that  of  Tibet  and  Tungut,  or  the 
religion  of  Dalai  Lama. . 

In  the  interior  regions  of  th« 
eaft,  three  religions  prevail ;  which 
muft  be  carefully  diftinguifhed from 
each  other.  Thefe  are  the  Scha* 
mane,  the  Brahmine,  and  the  re- 
ligion of  Lama.  That  of  the 
Schamans  is  the  oldeft  religion  ia  ' 

Jndia  of  which  we  have  any  ac- 
count. It  is  mentioned  by  Stra- 
bo,  Clemens  Alexandrinus,  and 
Porphvry.  The  firft  of  whom 
calls  them  Germanians,  the  fecond 
'Sarmanians,  and  the  third  Sama^ 
mans.  Its  followers  cultivated  phi- 
lofophy ;  and  the  Brahmans  them- 
felves  confefs  that  t^ey  arc  in- 
debted tQ  them  for  their  fciencc : 
and  they  read  the  writing^  of 
ihefe  Schamans  juft  as  wc  read 
the  Greek  and  Latin  authors. 
Yet  the  Brahmans  perfecuted 
their  preceptors,  and  flopped  not 
till  they  had  forced  them  to  fly. 
Infomuch  that  for  fix  hundred 
years  paft  we  no  longer  find  any 
traces  of  them  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  river  Ganges  ♦. 

All  the  religions  that  continue  ' 
to  prevail  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Ganges,  feem  derived  from  the 
Schamane.  Even  the  religion  of 
Lama  is  nothing  more  than  a  re- 
formed   S'chamanifm.      The   old 


♦  Hiftoire  du  Chriftianifrac  dcs  Indcs  par  M,  de  la  Croze,  liv.  xvii.- 
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Schamans  had  nothing  certainly 
Hxfid  as  to  the  origin  of  their 
gods,  or  the  time,  quality,  or 
pcrfons  of  the  fucceffion.  Among 
the  Lamaites  one  god  fucceeds  to 
another,  in  an  uninterrupted  fe- 
lies,  in  the  perfon  of  their  Lama. 

The  religion  of  the  ancient 
Mongouls  fprang  likewife  from 
that  of  the  Schamans.  But  thefe 
baibarians  being  deilitute  of  all 
writing,  this  religion  could  only 
be  propagated  by  oral  tradition. 
As  for  the  Burats,  Jakutes,  and 
the  heathen  Tartars,  their  reli- 
gion refembles  that  of  the  an- 
cient Mongouls ;  but  it  is  with- 
out any  coherence,  and  fo  muti- 
lated, that  it  would  be  very  dif- 
ficult to  colled  from  its  fragments 
any  fort  of  fyftem  of  the  old  Scha- 
mans. 

We  are  able  to  trace  the  name 
of  the  god  of  the  ancient  Scha- 
mans, indeed,  in  the  denomina- 
tion of  the  chief  goddefs  of  the 
Siamefe  and  Peguans,  which  is 
Sommona  Kodom  * . 

The  Mongouls  call  this  god 
Scbigimuni,  and  the  Kalmucs  Scba- 
kamuni^  or  Scbak-Schimona,  which 
laft  denomination  muft  be  our 
guide  in  obtaining  our  knowledge 
of  this  deity,  who  can  be  no 
other  than  the  well-known  Schaka 
or  ScheAia,  who  was  born  1017 
years  before  the  time  of  our  Blef- 
ied  Saviour,  and  was  called  after 
his  apotheofis  Fo.  Pere  Gaubil, 
in  his  Hiftoire  des  Mongoux,  con- 
feffcs  that  he  cannot  difcover 
whence  the  name  Fo  takes  its  ori- 
gin. It  is  true  nothing  certain 
can  be  adduced  about  it.     But  it 


feems  highly  probable,  that  Fj 
is  the  Bed  or  Budda  of  St.  Je- 
rome ;  for  neither  the  Tibetans, 
nor  Mongouls,  nor  Kalmacs,  have 
an  F  in  their  language.  Mr. 
D'Anollle  obferves  that  Bod  feems 
generally  to  fignify  goddefs; 
and  Bodtan,  or  Boutan,  a  name 
given  to  the  kingdom  of  Tibet, 
fignifies  God^s-laad, 

Of  this  name  Budda,  a  great 
many  traces  areitill  to  be  found 
in  the  countries  of  the  Mongouls 
and  of  India.  This  god  Sommona 
Kodom  is  likewife  called  Pouu- 
Sat,  i.  e.  The  lord  Pouti.  The 
Burats  pall  their  prielb  Be.  Wed- 
nefday  is  termed  in  all  the  Ian- 
guages  of  India  Budda^  in  the 
Samikret,  or  holy  language  of  the 
Brahmans,  that  day  is  named 
Btuida-^waram  :  in  that  of  Ceylon, 
Budda-dina:  in  thatofSiam, /^^jr- 
pout:  and  in  the  Malabarian  lan- 
guage, Buden-kirumei. 

All  thefe  names  arc.  the  appel- 
latives of  one  and  the  fame  .god. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom 
of  Leao  have  an  academy,  to 
which  the  priefls  of  Siam  rcibrt 
for  the  acquifition  of  their  know- 
ledge. Thefe  call  their  principal 
god  indifferently  either  Budda^ 
Sommona  Kodom,  or  Schaka,  In 
Tibet,  this  divinity  has  ftill  an- 
other name.  La,  Perhaps  the 
name  of  Lama,  as.  alfo  that  of 
the  kingdom  Leao  itfelf,  arc  de- 
rived from  this  denomination  of 
the  deity. 

The  fignification  of  the  word 
Schaman  is  differently  explained 
by  three  learned  men.  Our  coun- 
tryman, Mr.  Thomas  Hyde,  in- 


•  The  Tartars  called  god  Kutai,  Chutai,  or  Gudai ;  the  Perfians  Khoda. 
Sommona  Kodom  fignifies  therefore  probably  the  god  of  the  Schamtms^ 
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terprets  It  afighing  or  fobbing  man. 
Kxmpfer  *  explains  it  by  a  man 
wit  bout  pajpons,  M.  de  la  Lou- 
bere^  an  ineenions  and  very  learn- 
ed man,  who  travelled  to  Siam, 
tells  us,  that  it  iignifies  in  the 
Balian,  or  holy  language  of  the 
Siamefe,  a  man  living  in  the 
nvoods ;  a  hermit. 

The  laft  of  thefe  interpretations 
may  very  well  be  reconciled  with 
what  Clemens  Alexandrinus  re- 
lates of  his  Sarmanes.    **  They 


and 


*'  are  hermits,"  he  fays, 
"  live  neither  in  towns  nor 
*'  houfcs  ;  they  cover  their  body 
*'  with  the  bark  of  trees,  and  eat 
"  nothing  but  wild  fruits.  Their 
"  drinjc  is  only  water,  which 
"  they  fcpop  from  the  brook  in 
*'  the  hollow  of  their  hands.  Sec  J* 
In  the  fame  manner  M.  de  la 
Loubere  very  ingeniouily  explains 
the  wqt6,  Scbaka.  He  derives  it 
from  the  Siamcfe  word  Tfchau-ka^ 
my  lord,  the  ufual  title  of  the  Ta- 
Japoins  or  prieds  of  Slam.  Scha- 
man  ai>d  Talapoin  mean  the 
fame,  the  former  in  the  Balian, 
and  the  other  in  the  common  lan- 
guage of  the  $iamefe. 


Of  the  Religion  of  Tibet ;  or,  of 
the  Dalai  Lama*  From  the  fame. 

WE  have  likewife  only  ob- 
fcure  and  confufed  ac* 
counts  of  the  religion  of  thefe 
people ;  and  the  miffionaries  re- 
late numberlefs  abfurditie^s,  both 
as  to  its  origin  and  its  dogmas. 
The  monk  Rubruqais  feems  to 
have  had  fome  knowledge  of 
themf.  But,  ipeaking  likewife 
of  the  Neftorian  Chriftifins  (who 
have  even  a  biihop  reiident  in  the 
Kittaian  town  Segin|),  and  of 
another  fort  of  idolaters  whom  he 
calls  theTuiniansJI,  heconfoandt 
the  three  together.  Carpini  $,  an- ' 
other  monk,  who  travelled  before 
Rubcuquis  to  the  great  hord  of 
the  Tartars,  reprefents  the  l//- 
gates  as  Chriftians  of  the  Nefto- 
rian  feft.  The  Jcfuit  Gaubil 
averts  the  fame  thing  4-. 

All  thefe  writers  unanimoaf!/ 
affert,  that  Chriftianity  was  di^Te- 
minated  over  Tongert,  China, 
among  the  Mongouls,  and  even  in 
the  family  of  their  khans.  But 
it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  make  thefe 
teiUmonies  accord  with  the  pre- 


•  Hlftoiredu  Japon,  torn.  i.  p.  4.6.  Amft.  1731.  i67, 

t  Voyage  da  Rubruquis,  chap.  xxvi. — xxviii.^ 

X  Rubruquis,  chap,  xxviii.  p.  60.  &  chap,  xlvii.  p.  115.  Marco  Paolo  men* 
tions  likevvifc  a  Kitaian  town  Sin-gui  [the  termination  gut  is  the  Chinefe  dfcbu\f 
and  that  a  part  of  the  inhabitants  were  Neftorian  Chriftians. 

H  Rubruquis,  chap.  x)v.  aflures  us  theTuinians  were  idolaters.  But,  what 
i$  extraordinary,  in  the  very  fame  chapter  "he  affirms,  that  the  Tuinians  were 
adUi^led  to  the  fe^l  of  tbe  Manicheans.  The  Oriental  Chriftians  often  call 
Manes  M  ^henaoui,  and  his  fc£l  Al  7benaomah  j  which  word  fignifies  the  doc- 
trine of  the  two  principles.  See  D'Hcrbelot,  Biblioth.  Orient,  art.  Mani. 
Hence  it  feems  probable,  that  thefe  Tuinians  are  Manicheans. 

§  Carpini,  Voyage,  art.  v.  p.  40. 

4  Obiervations  Mathematiques,  Sec,  publiees  par  le  pere  Souciet,  torn,  u 
p.  214.  D'Uerbelot,  Biblotheque  Orientale,  art.  Jgur,^^XJifpiu  ii  csdled,  accord'* 
ing  to  tive  Chinefe  geography,  Turfap, 
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fent  iUte  of  thofe  coantries.  Fot 
we  £nd  not  the  leaA  trace  of  Chris- 
tianity therein^except  among  fuch 
afl  have  been  converted  perhaps  by 
the  Jefuita  in  China  in  modern 
times.  On  the  contr^y,  the  reli-^ 
gion  of  Lama  prevails  mcich  at 
Torfgut,  in  fome  kingdoms  of 
India,  in  Mongolia,  among  the 
£luta»  and  alfo  in  China. 

It  fecms  therefore  ptobable, 
that  .the  Neftcrian  monks  in  for- 
mer time  might  have  vifited  thefe 
regions.  But^  in  procefs  or  tinie> 
as  their  priefls  became  more  and 
more  ignorant,  as  well  as  refnoter 
from  other  Chriitians,  Chrilliani^ 
ty^  became  likcwife  more  and 
more  corropted,  till  at  length  it 
vanifhed  qnite  away,  of  was  ob- 
forbed  in  the  religion  of  Lama. 

This  religion  feemd  not  to  be 
of  a  very  antient  date,  tt  k  a 
mixture  of  the  foperftition  of  the 
old  Schamans  with  the  ChriAian 
religion.  From  the  Schamans  it 
retained  Fo  and  the  metemp- 
fychofis :  from  Chriitianity  it  pro- 
bably took  its  ceremonies  and  ha- 
bits. 

Several  learned  writers  derive 
the  ceremonial  of  the  religion  of 
Lama  from  the  Indians,  and  that 
from  the  Egyptians :  as  it  is 
thought  that  the  ceremonies  of  the 
Egyptians  were  fpread  almoft 
over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth. 
From  all  which  we  ihall  only  ob- 


fcfve,  that  in  the  nertiotell  ag?i 
the  Egyptians  bad  rfo  other  phy- 
iicians  than  their  pricfts.  Thii 
cuftom  obtained  likewife  among:^ 
the  Syrians  and  Hetrevrs.  Afi 
firft  tifed  the  afliftance  of  proper 
phyiiciahs,  ^nd  was  re^rored  fcr 
It  *.  The  fame  cnftom  prevailed  in 
India  and  over  all  the  EaiK  Tfc^ 
ftotient  Tartars  and  Mong-oals  ha«i 
^o  oiher  phylicians  than  their 
priefts.  And  we  find  it  fo  at  prc- 
fent  iim'6ng  all  the  favage  nations 
tf  Siberia,  and  even  in  America. 
It  feems  very  probable  that  the 
earlier  Chriilians  took  fome  ccre- 
inonies  from  the  neighbouring  na- 
tions ;  and  perhaps  all  the  rites 
and  Ceremonies  among  different 
nations,  that  are  very  fimilar  to 
each  other,  came  originally  from 
the  religion  of  the  ^Egyptians  t« 

Ksmpfer  J:  labours  much  to 
make  it  probable,  that  the  fonndcr 
©f  the  religion  of  Fo  was  an 
iiEgyptian.  But  he  feems  to  be 
in  the  wrong :  and  his  conjefture 
would  haVe  been  more  probable, 
if  he  had  put  the  religion  of  the 
Brahmans  inflead  of  that  of  Fo. 

It  might  farnifh  matter  of  dif- 
pute  between  the  Indians  and 
Egyptians  which  of  them  were 
the  elder  nation.  If  Shuckford's 
conjeclure  could  be  proved  tryc, 
that  Mount  Ararat,  on  which  the 
ark  of  Noah  refted,  is  one  of  thofe 
mountains  which  form  the   nor- 


♦  •<  And  Ali»,  in  the  thirty  and  ninth  year  of  his  reign,  was  difeafcd  in  his 
feet,  until  his  dilVafe  was  exceeding  great :  yet  in  his  difeafe  he  fought  not  t5 
the  Lord,  but  to  the  phylicians.**     a  Chron.  xvi.  xa. 

f  The  priefts  of  ^gyptrfhaved  their  head  and  wore  linen  garments.  Mar- 
tial, epigram,  xii.  29.     Juvenal,  fat.  vi.  lin.  533. 

Qni  srfcs!;e  linigero  cjrcumdatus,  et  grcge  calvo 
PUngenti*  popi^li  currit  derifor  Anubis. 
I  Hifloire  du  Japon,  torn.  I.  p.  31.  34. 
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thern  frontier  of  Iiulia,  it  wonld 
be  a  great  argumcDt  in  favour  of 
the  Indians.     Several  writers  en- 
deavour  to  prove  Hkewifc,    that 
the   Perfian   magi   received    their 
knowledge  and  their  religion  from 
tne  Indians  ♦.     And  indeed  as  the 
-^Eg}'*ptians  and  the  Brahmans  have 
io  great  a  fimilarity  in  their  man- 
ner of  life,  police,  tenets,  and  re- 
ligious cerempnies,  one  nation  cer- 
tainly tranfcribed  from  the  other. 
But  the  question  is,  which  nation 
received   them    from   the  other? 
Some  arts,  as  well  as  fome  of  the 
doArincs   of  philofophers,    came 
from  India  to  Europe,  as  the  game 
of  chefs,    th?   art  of   reckoning 
with   ten    cyphers,   Democritus's 
dodlrine  of  atoms,    the-metemp- 
iychofis,    &C.    which  laft  was  re- 
ceived iikewife  by  thfi  Egyptians. 
Pythagoras  brought  this  dodtrine- 
from  India^  not  from  Egypt.    £n- 
febius,  in  his  Chronicle,   relates 
that  about    four   hundred    years 
after    the     birth    of    Abraham, 
which  happened    a  hundred  and 
twenty  years  bgfore  the  going  out 
of  iSgypt,  there  came  a  fwarm  of 
Ethiopians  from  the  river  Indus, 
and  fettled  in  the  neighbonrhood 
of  ^gypt.     We  here  fee  that  the 
Indians .  made  a  voyage  by  water 
^  '^gypt;    but  wc  hnd   no  ac- 
counts  that   the  ^Egyptians  ever 
made  fuch  an  one. 

The  i^gyptians,  on  the.  con- 
trary,  may  alledge  the  expeditions 
of  Ofiris,  Bacchus,  and  Sefoftris. 
For,  notwithftanding  tbefc  events 
are  mixed  with  fables,  the  moft 
abfurd  relations  have  yet  fome  cer- 
tain foundation  in  truth,  which 


we  are  not  capable  of  thoroughly 
developing.  It  may  be  that  lomc 
i^gyptianar  emigrated  Uktwife  to 
India,  in  order  to  avoid  the  cruel 
treatment  of  the  Perfian  king  Cam- 
byfofi.  At  leaft  the  hiftory  of 
mankind  feems  tb  fnpport  this 
conjc^ure ;  for  the  limit*  of  every 
religion  have  always  been  extend- 
ed as  often  as  it  has  been  perfe- 
cuted. 

There  arc  two  perfonages  that 
have  for  icveral  centuries  beea 
very  famous  in  the  world,  Prefler 
John  and  Dalai  L^nia.  Three 
travellers,  Carpini,  ftubruquisif 
and  Marco  Paolo,  firft  niade  Eu- 
jope  aequainted  with  Prcfter  John, 
but  they  all  have  different  opi- 
nions about  him.  The  firft  re- 
presents ^im  as  an  Indian,  king ; 
the  fecond  as  a  Chriflian  king  of 
the  Tartarian  hord  Naiman,  whom 
he  believed  to  be  Iikewife  Chrif. 
tians.  But  both  their  accounts  ' 
are  certainly  wrong. 

The  Portuguefe  having  found 
a  way  to  India  by  fea  round  Afri- 
ca, difcovered  a  certain  ChrifHan 
prince  in  Abyffinia,  whom  they 
took  for  Prefter  John,  notwith- 
ftanding the  three  before-men- 
tioned travellers  had  placed  him, 
not  in  Africa,  but  in  the  remoteft 
parts  of  the  Eaft,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  China.  This  cir- 
Gumftance  they  overlooked. 

But- we  muft  firfl  proceed  to  give 
fome  accounts  of  Dalai  Lama, 
He  lives  in  a  pagoda  on  the  moun- 
tain Potalft,  which,  according  to 
the  Jefuit  Gaubil,  is  under  29 '^  6' 
northern  latitude,  and  2j**  58' 
weftern  longitude  from  Pekin  f. 


•  Amroian.  Marccllm.  lib.  xxiii.  f  See  Du  Halde,  DefcHptioR  de  Ui- 

^Hine,  etde  la  Tartarie  Chinoifc,  torn.  IV.  p.  xzz.  iic. 
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His  followers  explain  the  nature 
of  his  immortality  in  the  following 
manner:  that  his  fouI»  after  the 
death  of  his  body,  pafles  into  ano- 
ther human  body  which  is  born 
exadly  at  that  time,  and  this  ma;a 
is  the  new  Dalai  Lama*. 

Almofl  all  the  nations  of  the 
£aft,  except  the  Mohammedans, 
believe  the  metempfycholis  as  the 
Bioft  important  article  of  their 
faith ;  elpecially  the  Indians,  the 
inhabitants  of  Tibet,  and  Ava, 
the  Peguans,  Siamefe,  MongouJis, 
all  the  Kalmucs,  and  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Chinefe  and  Japanefe. 
According  to  the  dodrine  of  the 
metempfychoiis,  the  foul  is  always 
in  a6^ion,  and  never  at  reft;  for 
no  fooner  does  fhe  leave  her  old 
habitation  but  (he  enters  a  new 
one.  The  Dalai  Lama  being  a 
divine  perfon,  he  can  find  no  bet- 
ter lodging  than  the  body  of  his 
fuccelTor;  or,  properly  not  the 
foul,  but  the  Fo  refiding  in  the 
Dalai  Lama  which  pafTes  into  his 
fucceiTor :  and  this  being  a  god  to 
whom  all  things  are  known  f ,  the 
Dalai  Lama  therefore  is  acquaint- 
ed with  every  thing  that  happen- 
ed during  his  refidencc  in  the  for- 
mer body.  Thus,  at  leaft,  the 
thinking  people  of  that  religion 
would .  perhaps  explain  their  me- 
tempfychofis.  The  far  greater 
part  of  the  worihippers  of  Lama, 
however,  do  not  require  reafon 
and  ■  arguments  for  what  they  be- 
lieve ;  but  take  all  in  a  literal 
fcnfe,    and   examine   no  farther ; 


having  the  (ame  notion  of  the 
Lama  as  the  Mongouls  had  of  the 
Popej. 

Prefter  John,  of  whom  we  have 
fpoken  above,  in  like  manner 
gave  rife  to  many  conjedtures  ;  the 
greateft  part  of  which  are  fo  im- 
probable as  not  to  defcrve  refuta- 
tion. We  will  begin  therefore  at 
once  by  that  method  which  fcems 
to  promife  the  bell  elucidation  of 
the  matter. 

The  name  Prctre  Jean,  or  Juan, 
was  miftakenly  heard  by  the  firft 
Europeans  that  vifited  thefe  re- 
gions. And  their  fancy  working 
upon  it,  formed  many  extravagant 
ideas  which  were  received  and 
chcri{hed*in  Europe.  Thcfe  tra- 
vellers perceived  a  certain  refem^ 
blance  between  the  found  of  a 
word  in  the  Mongolian  and  Ti- 
betan languages  with  that  of  a 
French,  Italian,  and  Portuguefe 
word.  Unufcd  to  the  iludy  of 
languages,  they  imagined  that 
fuch  words  as  had  a  fimilar  found 
mull  have  like  wife  the  fame  figni- 
fication  in  the  language  of  Tibet 
and  of  the  Mongouls  which  they 
bore  in  fome  of  the  European. 
This  idea  being  once  j-eccived, 
many  fantaftical  etymologies  and 
fables  naturally  arofe,  as  that 
about  a  certain  Indian  Johanes 
Prelbyter,  &c. 

Among  all  the  etymologies, 
that  of  Scaliger  ||  feems  to  be  the 
moft  probable.  This  name,  ac- 
cording 10  his  opinion,  came  from 
India,    and  properly  was    Preftc 


*  Others  relate,  that  they  keep  a  young  man  in  the  pagoda  dorine  the  life  of 
the  Dalai  Lama,  who  is  to  fucceed  him. 

f  Vu  Halde,  tom  IV.  p.  573. 

J  Rubruquis  fays,  that  in  his  travels  to  the  Greater  Tartary,  he  was  aflced 
by  feveral  Mongouls  whether  the  Pope  was  really  fire  hundred  years  old. 

II  De  emendatiooe  temporuin,  p*  637t 

■  '  ;  Jehao 
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Jehan  (Prefte  Giam ;  for  Gehan 
ifi  the  Perlian  and  Indian  lan- 
guages iigniiies  the  'world),  which 
is  as  much  as  to  fay,  a  meffenger  of 
the  %uorld\  or  an  univer/al  apojile. 
The  Neftorian  patriarchs  always 
appropriate  to  themfelves  the 
pompous  title  of  Catholicus  *, 
which  iignifies,  as  tv^ry  one  knows, 
almoft  the  fame  thing. 

Now,  if  we  can  admit  that  the 
raiiEonaries  of  the  Neftorians  came 
into  theie  countries  (which  almoft 
every  competent  judge  in  fuch 
matters  will  allow)  then  the  Nefto- 
rian patriarch  and  Prefter  John  are 
one  perfon ;  at  leaft  according  to 
the  rules  of  etymology.  And  this 
Prefter  John  beinp  a  chriflian,  he 
muft  have  been  the  Catholicus  of 
the  Nellorians ;  or  perhaps  only  a 
biihop  fent  by  the  Catholicus,  who 
in  thefe  diftant  regions  afTumed  a 
greater  title  than  was  ftridlly  due 
to  him. 

In  the  purfuit  of  thefe  enquiries 
we  (hall  find,  this  Prefter  John,  or 
this  Neftorian  Catholicus,  to  be 
likewife  one  and  the  fame  with  the 
Dalai  Lama« 

Prefterjohn  was  heard-of  earlier 
than  the  Dalai  Lama.  In  the 
country  of  the  Mongouls,  where 
Prefter  John  is  faid  to  have  for- 
merly refided,  they  knew  nothing 
about  a  Dalai  Lama  before  the 
time  of  Kajuk- khan,  one  of  the 
defcendants  of  Tfchingis-khanf. 
Among  the  Europeans,  Pere  An- 
drada  is  one  of  the  firft  who  men- 


tions him,  about  the  year  1624  {, 
and  Bernier  fpeaks  of  him  as  of  Ji 
ftrange  novelty  ||. 

It  deferves  to  be  remarked,  that 
the  old  writers,  whilft  they  take 
notice  of  the  Neftoriani  and  Prefter 
John,  fay  not  a  fy liable  of  the 
Dalai  Lama.  But  no  fooner  are 
they  become  acquainted  with  the 
Dalai  Lama,  than  they  ceafe  all 
mention  of  Prefter  John  and  the 
Neftorians  in  Mongolia  and  Tibet. 

All  thefe  circumftances  feem- 
fufficiently  to  prove  that  the  Ca- 
tholicus, Prefte  Gehan,  and  Da- 
lai §,  are  only  one  peribn. 


An  Account  of  the  Sufferings  of  Lady 
Harriet  Ackland,  in  the  Cam- 
paigns of  \j'j6  and  1777,  im 
Canada. 

The  follonxiing  extraordinary  Ex- 
ample of  Female  Excellence  is 
taken  from  Lieutenant -General^ 
Bu rgoyne'/  State  of  the  Expe- 
dition into  Canada.  '  //  'wouU 
exhibit  (fays  the  General)  ifivell 
delineated^  an  interefting  Figure 
of  the  Spirit,  the  Enterprisu, 
and  the  Diftrefs  of  Romance, 
realized  and  regulated  upon  the 
chafte  and  fober  Frinciplts  of 
rational  Lo*ve  and  connubial 
Duty*  Indeed  one  cannot  *well 
imagine  the  Female  Frame  capa^ 
ble  of  fupporting  fuch  extreme 
Diftrefs  ;  and  the  General  relates 

*  See  Oiffertation  de  la  predication  de  la  foi  Chretienne  a  la  Chine,  par 
M.  Renaudot,  dans  le$  anciennes  relations  de$  Indes,  et  de  la  Chine,  p.  238, 
&  fcqq. 

t  Rubruquiv,  chap.  xix.    Marco  Paolo,  lib.  c.  51.    Gaubil,  p.  105.  Sc  143. 

t  Du  Halde,  torn.  IV.  p.  576. 

I  Voyages,  vol.  II.  p.  309. 

§  Dalai,  in  the  language  of  the  Mongouls,  iignifies  a  fea,  or  9Cia»f  and  tn 
*  iBctaphorical  fignification,  an  immenje  diftance* 
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tlfe  Story  in  a  Manner  tkai  does 
Honour  to  hit  Feelings* 

LADY  Harriet  Acldand  had 
accompanied  her  hofband  to 
Canada  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1776.  In  the  courte  of  that 
campaign  (h^  had  travcrfed  a  vail 
fpace  of  country,  in  difierent  ex- 
tremities of  feafons^  and  with  diffi* 
calties  that  an  Eoropeaa  traveller 
will  not  eaiily  cooceivey  to  attend 
her  hafi>and,  in  a  poor  hat  at 
Chamblee,  upon  his  fick-bed. 

In  the  opening  of  the  campaign 
of  1 77 7 >.  Ate  was  retrained  from 
offering  herfclf  to  a  ftiare  of  the 
hazard  expected  bcrore  ricon- 
deroga,  by  the  pofitive  injundlion 
of  hei-  huAond.  The  day  after 
the  con^ueft  of  chat  place,  he  was 
badly  wounded,  and  (he  croi&d 
the  Lake  Cham  plain  to  join  him^ 

As  foon  as  he  recovered.  Lady 
Harriet  proceeded  to  fblLow  hia 
fortunes  through  the  campaign, 
and  at  Port  Edward,  (m*  at  the 
next  camp,  fiie  acquired  a  two- 
wheel  tumbril,  which  had  been 
conftrudled  by  the  artillery,  iimilar 
to  the  carriage  ufed  for  the  mail 
upon  the  ereat  roads  of  England. 
Major  Ackland  commanded  the 
Britiih  grenacticrt,  which  were 
attached  to  General  Frafer's  corps, . 
and  €On{eqaently  were  the  moil 
advanced  poll:  of  the  army.  Their 
fttuations  were  often  io  alert,  that 
no  perfons  flept  out  of  their  clothes. 
In  one  of  the(e  fitoations  a  tent,  in 
"  which  the  major  and  lady  Harriet 
were  allcep,  fuddenly  took  fire. 
An  orderly  ferjcant  of  grenadiers, 
witl>  great  haaard  of  fujFocation, 
dragged  out  the  fir  ft  perfon  he 
caught  bold  of.  It  proved  to  be 
t^e  major.  It  happened,  that  in 
the  fame    inilanc    fiie   had^    un- 


knowing  what  fhe  did,  andperha^ 
notpertedlyaviake,  providentially 
made  her  eicape,  by  creeping  un- 
der the  walls  of  the  back  part  of 
the  tent.  The  firil  object  ihe  iaw 
upon  the  recovery  «f  her  ienfes, 
was  the  major  on  the  other  fide, 
and  in  tha  fame  iuAant  again  in 
the  fire,  in  fearch  of  her.  The 
ferjeant  again  {aved  him,  but  not 
withoat  the  major'  being  very  ic- 
vei^ly  bnmed  in  the  lace  and  dif<- 
ferent  ports  of  the  body.  Every 
thing  they  had  with  them  in  the 
tent  was  confumed* 

This  acpdent  happened  a  little 
time  before  tlift  army  bad  paifed 
the  iHadJfoa's  river.  It  neither 
aitered  the  *ee(bltttioR  nor  the 
cheafffnlnefa  of  UAy  Harriet ;  and 
fhe  continued  her  progrefs^  a  par- 
taker of  the  fatigue*  of  the  ad<« 
vanced  corps.  Tbe  next  call  upoo 
her  fontitvuic  wae  of  a  differeiu 
nature,  and  more  diftrefsful,.  a» 
of  longer  fu^pence.  On  the  match 
of  the  19th,  the  grenadiers  being 
liable  to  adlion  at  every  ftep,  fhe 
had  been  diredted  by  the  major  to 
follow  the  route  of  the  artiirery 
and  baggage,  which  was  not  ex> 
pofed.  At  the  time  the  adioit 
began,  ^^  found  herfelf  near  a 
fmall  uninhabited  hut,  where  fhe 
alighted.  When  i^  was  found  the 
action  was  becoming  geneial  and 
hloody,  the  furgsons  of  the  hof-- 
pital  took  poflc^on  of  the  fame 
place,  as  the  mofb  convenient  for 
the  firfk  care  of  tho  wounded. 
Thus  was  this  lady  in  hearing  of 
one, continued  fire  of  cannon  and 
muiicetry,  for  fome  hours  together^ 
with  the  prcfumption,  from  the 
poft  of  her  hufband  at  the  head  of 
the  grenadiers,  that  he  was  in  the 
moft  expofed  part  of  the  afiion. 
She  had  three  female  oompanions. 
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the  baronefs  of  Reidefel^  and  the 
wives  of  two  Britiih  officers^  major 
Harnage  and  lieutenant  Reynell ; 
but  in  the  event,  their  prefeilcc 
ferved  but  little  for  comfort.  Ma- 
jor Harnage  was  ibon  br6u|;lit  to 
the  furgeons^  very  badly  wonifded; 
and  a  little  while  after  came  in- 
telligence that  lieutenant  Reynell 
was  ihot  dead.  Imagination  will 
want  no  helps  to  figure  the  ftate  of 
the  whole  gronpe. 

From  the  date  of  that  a6lion  to 
the  7th  of  Odtobcr,  lady  Harriet, 
with  her  ufaal  ferenity,  flood  pre- 
parcd  for  new  trials !  And  it  was 
her  lot  that  their  feverity  increafed 
with  their  numbers.  She  was 
again  expofed  to  the  hearing  of 
the  whole  a^ion,  and  at  lafl  re- 
ceived the  fhock  of  her  individual 
misfortune;,  mixed  with  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  general  calamity; 
the  troops  were  aefeated,  and  ma- 
jor Ackland,  defperately  wounded^ 
was  a  prifoner. 

The  day  of  the  8th  was  pa/Ted 
by  ladjr  Harriet  and  her  compa- 
nions m  common  anxiety,  not  a 
tent,  nor  a  ihed,  being  ftanding, 
except  what  belonged  to  the  hof- 
pital,  their  refuge  was  among  the 
wounded  and  the  dying. 

I  foon  received  a  meffage  from 
lady  Harriet,  fubmitting  to  my 
decifion  a  propofal  (and  exprefiing 
an  earneft  fohcitude  to  execute  it. 


if  not  interfering  with  my  de£gns) 
of  paffing  to  the  camp  of  the  ene- 
my, and  requeuing  general  Gates*if 
perniiffion  to  attend  Mr  hufband. 
.  Though  I  was  ready  to  believe 
(for  I  had  ex^eriencedj  that  pa- 
tience aiid  fortitude,  in  tf  fupreme 
degree,  wert  to  be  found,  as  well 
as  eytxy  virtue,  under  the  moft 
tender  forms,  I  was  aftoniflied  at 
this  propofal.  After  fo  long  an' 
agitation  of  the  fpirits,  exhanfted 
not  only  for  want  of  reft,  bat  ab- 
folutely  want  of  food,  drenched 
in  rains  for  twelve  hours  together,, 
that  a  woman  fhould  be  capable  of 
ibch  an  undertaking  as  delivering^ 
herfelf  to  the  enemy,  probably  in 
the  night,  and  uncertain  of  what 
hands  fhe  might  fall  into,  ap« 
peared  an  effort  above  human  na- 
ture. The  afliftance  I  was  enabled 
to  give  was  fmall  indefed ;  t  had 
not  even  a  cup  of  wine  to  offer 
her  I  but  I  was  told  ihe  had  found, 
from  fome  kind  and  fortunatel 
hand,  a  little  rum  and  dirty  water; 
All  I  could  furnifh  to  htfr  wa»  aii 
open  boat  and  a  few  lines,  writtcrt. 
upon  dirty  and  wet  pa{)er,  to  ge- 
neral Gates,  recommending  her' 
to  his  protection . 

Mr.  Brudenell,  the  chaplain  to 
the  artillery  (the  faiiie  gentleman 
who  had  officiated  {6  fignally  at 
general  Frafer's  funeral  •  )  readily 
undertook  to  accompany  hdr,  and 

with 


*fThe  circumftances  attending'  the  funeral  of  this  bi-ave  o^er  were  very 
remarkable :— Early  in^he  morning  general  Frafcr  breathed  his  laft— and  with 
the  kindeft  cxpreiTioDt  of  his  affeClion  his  laft  requeft  was  brought  to  me,  that 
he  might  be  carried  without  parade  by  the  foIUiers  of  his  corps  to  the  great 
rrdoMbt,  and  buried  there. 

About  fun-fet  tbe  body  of  general  Frafer  was  brought  up  the  hill,  attended 
only  by  the  officer*  who  had  Jived  in  his  family.  To  airive  at  the  redoubt,  it 
Mfled  within  view  of  the  greateft  part  of  both  armies.  General  Philips,  general 
keidefcl,  and  myfelf,  who  were  landing  together,  were  ftruck  with  the  humi- 
lity of  the  proceffion  :  they,  vYho  were  ignorant  that  privacy  h^d  been  requeued, 

Vot.  XXIir.  F  might 


Digitized  by 


Google 


e6 


ANNUAL   REGISTER,    1780. 


with  one  female'fervant,  and  the 
iQijor's  valet-de-c.hambrc  (who  had  ^ 
a**  ball,  which  he  had  received  in  * 
tie' late  adlion,  then  in  his  flioal- 
der)  file  rowed  down  tlie  river  to 
i^.ejjt  .the  enemy..  Pat  her  diftrefTes 
w«re  not  yet  to  end.  The  night 
was  advanced  before  the  boat 
reached  the  enemy's  out-pofts^  and 
the  ccntinel  would  ndt  let  it  p.ifs,' 
nor  even  come  on  ftiore.  In  vain 
Mr,  Brudericll  offered  the  fla^  of 
t|uce,  and  reprcfented  the  Hate  of 
the  extraordinary  pafienger.  The 
guard,  apprehenfivc  of  treachery, 
a,nd  pundilious  to  their  orders, 
threatened, to  fire  into  the  bpat'  if 
they  flirred  before  day-light.  Her\ 
anxiety  and  fufFcr.inps  were  thus 
prbtradlcd  through  (even  or  eight 
clark  and  coLd  nours ;  and  her 
refle<^jons  upon  tjiat  firft  reception 
cpu.ld  not  give,  her ,  very  encou- 
raging ideas  of  the  treatment  fjie 
ivas  afterwards  to  exped.  But  it 
is  due  tajullice  ,at  the  clofe  of  this 
adventure  to  fay,  that  Aie  was  re- 
c'leived  and  accommodated  by  ge- 
neral. Gates  with  all  the  humanity 
ajid  refpeft  that  her  rank,  her 
merits,  and  her  fortunes  deferved. 
.  l^ct  fuch  .as  are  afFedted  by. 
thefe  circum.Ilances  of  alarm,  hard- 
fiiip,  and  danger^  recolleA,  that 


the  fubjeft  of  them  was  a  woman  ; 
of  the  mod  tender  and  delicate 
frame;  of  the  gentled  nianners, 
habituated  to  all  the  foft  ele- 
gances, and  refined  enjoyment, 
that  attend  high  birth  and  for- 
tune ;  and  far  advanced  in  a  ftate 
in  which  the  tender  cares,  always 
due  to  the  fex,  become  indif- 
penfably  ^necefTary./  Her  mind' 
alone  was  formed  for  fuch  trials ! 

translation  of  a  Jbort  Extra£i  from 
*  a  Journal  kept  by  C.  P.  Thun- 
berg,  M,  D,  during  bis  Voyage 
to,  and  Reftdcme,  in,  t^e  Empir: 
of  Japan,  in  a  Letter  aadref.ii 
to  tbg  P.R.S. 

IFrom  thtPbibf,  tranf.  Vol.  69.] 

SIR, 

DURING  my  fhort  refidence 
in  London,  where  you  did 
me  the  honour  of  introdocing  me 
to  many  men  of  fearning,  con- 
verfations  frequently  arofe,  :n 
which  quellions  were  afked  of  mc 
concerning  the  empire  of  Japan  : 
to  thefe  I  could  ai  that  time  give 
anfwers  only  from  memory  j  but, 
having  now  got  poffefTion  of  my 
papers,  I  have  drawn  out,  for  the 
farther  fatisfaftion  of  the  Ro\al 
Society,     and     your     particular 


might  conftrwc  it  into  Jicglcft.     We^  could  neither  .endure  that  reflexion,  nof 
indeed  rctlrain  our  natural  propeirfity  to  pay  cor  hft  attention  to  hrs  remains. 

The  inccffant  cannonade  during  the  folemnity  $  th«  ftcady  attitude  and  unal- 
tered voice  with  which  the  chaplain  officiated,  though  frequently  covered  wirli 
duft,  which  the  (hot  thr«w  up  on  a4l  fiMfes  bt  \\\m  X  the  mAtobUt  expreflive  mix- 
ture of  fenfibiHty'aBd  fndignatron  upwi  every  countenance  :  thefe  ohje^ls  WxW 
nfniain  to  th'e-laft  of  life  upon  the  'miniU  of  every  man  who  was  prcfcnt.  The 
growing  dtifl^^efs  a{^ded  to  the  fcch^ry,  find  thi  wh«Y^  mvirkeda  chaiafiier  ot 
tjiat  jun£\ure,  that  would  make  one  of  the  fined  fubje6ifs  for  the  peneil  of  » 
mnfter  that  the  field  ever  exhibited.  To  the  canvafs,  and  to  the  faiihful  -^lagf 
<?f  a  more  important  hiftorian,  gallant  fViend^  I  confign  ihy  memory!  Thcic 
rtiay  tliy  talents,  thy  manly  virtnee,  their  progrefs  and-  tlieir  pcrioot  find  due 
diftinftion  ;  and  long  may  they  forvive!— long  after  the  frail  record 4>f  my  pen 
fhall  be  forgotteii. 

6  friendJ, 
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feiends^  the-  folibwing  Ihort  ex- 
tra^ on«a  ioamal  <which  !•  kept 
regalarly*  .'during  a  re£dence  of 
fixteen '  ^lUmtbs  in  that  diftsmt 
country; 

To  yo^  Sir,  it  is  already 
known  >  that  1  was  fent  oat  by  the 
direilorsi  of  the  Botanic  Gardens 
at  Amfterdaoiv  and  fome  other 
eminent ihen  of khat place;  £rft  to 
the  Cape  q£  Good  Hope,  and 
from  thence  t6  japan :  in  order  ;to 
inveftigate  the  natural  hiflory  of 
thofe  countries,  and  to  fend  from 
thence  feeds  and  living  plants  of 
Qnkaown  kinds,  for  the  ufe  of 
their  colledtions  in  Holland.  At 
the  firft  of  thefe  places  I  refided 
three  years ;.  and  during  that  time 
had  the  good  fortune  to  obferve 
and  defcribe .  many  new  fpecies 
both  of  anknab  and  vegetables* 

In  the  year  1775  I  failed  from 
fheoce  for  Batavia,  and  after  a 
fhort  ftay:  there,  embarked  on 
board  a  Dutch  fhip,  called  Sta- 
Veniffe,  bound  for  Japan,  in  com- 
pany with  the  BIyenburg.  On 
the  2 1  ft  of  June,  we  failed  and 
pafled  Pulo  Sapatoo,  the  coaft  of 
China,  and  the  iiland  Forroofa^ 
On  the  13th  of  AoguH  we  made 
the  .land  of  Japan,  and  the  day 
after  were  :off  the  harbour  oif 
Nagafacci,  the  only  one  in; that 
empire  where  foreign  fliips  ai-fc 
allowed  to  anchor* 

During  this  paAage  we  met 
^th  fevere  gales  of  wind,  in  one 
of  which  the  BIyenburg,  having 
received  much  damage  in  her 
maib^  parted  company »  and  (as 
•we  afterwards  learned)  was  obliged 
to  go  back  to  Canton,  to  refit. 

We  failed  inttf  the  harboUr  of 
Nagafacci  v^ith  our  colours  flying, 
•and  faluted  the  Papenburg,  the 
emperor's  and  emprefs's   guard. 


and  the  town  .it£;l£  .During  thi< 
time  there  -came,  on'  board  of  iiif 
two  over  .banjofes,  fevesal  inter-t 
preters,  and  inferior  oficersi  and 
ibme  people  belonging  to  the 
Dutch  fadtory. 

Thefe  over  banjoies  may  he 
companed  to  the  mandarins  .of 
China :  a  place-  is  prepared  for 
thjsm  upon  the  ihip's  deck,  and 
fome  of  them  (for  they  are  fre- 
quently changed)  tnti^  be  prefent 
when  any  thihg  is  taken 'oyt  of^ 
or.  received  into*,  her.  »  They  in-< 
fped  every  thing,  mufter  the  peo^ 
pie,  give  pafiports  to*  fuch  as  go 
on  fhore,  and  every  day  report  to 
the  governor  of  Nagafacci  the 
proceedings  on  board* 

The .  attention  and  '  care  with 
which  thefe  gentlemen  execute  the 
orders  ifiued  by  the  Imperil  Court 
in  1775  is  well  worthy  of  mation« 
The  moil  minute  articles  which 
are  carried  out  of  a  fhip  undergo  a 
jealous  infpe£tion,  both  when  they 
are  put.  into  *  tke .  boats,  and  when 
they  are  laodied  from  them ;  and 
tke  fame  caution  is  ufed  in  em* 
barking  goods  from- she  fliore« 

Bedding  is  ripped  open,  and 
the  very  feathers  examined  |  cheib 
ore  not  only  emptied  of  their  con- 
tents, but  the  boards  of  which 
they  are  made: are  fearched,  left 
contraband  ^oods  ihottld  be  con'> 
cealed  in  their  fubftance.  ^ots  of 
fweetmeats  and  of  butter  are  ftirred 
round  with  an  iron  fkewer.  Our 
cheefes  had  a  more  narrow  in-* 
fpe£lion  1  ailarge  hole  was  cut  into 
the  middle  of  each,  and  a  knife 
thruft  into  the  fides  of  it  in  every 
diredtion:  even  the  e^gs  were  not 
exempted  from  fufpicion ;  many 
of  them  were  broken,  left  they 
fhould  conceal  contraband  goods 
within  them. 

¥2  *        Ourfclves, 
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Oarfelves,  &om  the  higheft  to 
the  lowedf  underwent  the  fame 
fafpidous  fcratiny  whenever  we 
went  from  or  returned  on  board 
the  (hip.  Qur  backs  were  firil 
(Iroked  down  by  the  hand  of  the 
TTifpedlor;  our  fides,  bellies,  and 
thighs,  were  then  in  like  manner 
examined  ;  fo  that  it  was  next  to 
impoflible*that  any. thing  could  be 
concealed. 

Formerly  they  were  lefs  exaft 
in  this  viiitation  ;  the  chief  of  the 
fadiory  and  captain  of  the  ve/Tei 
were  even  exempted  from  it.  This 
privilege  they  ufed  in  its  utmoft 
extent :  each  drefTed  himfelf  in  a 
great  coat,  in  which  were  two 
large  pockets,  or  rather  facks,  for 
the  reception  of  contraband  goods, 
and  they  generally  paiTed  back, 
wards'  and  forwards  three  times 
a  day. '  " 

Abufes  of  this  nature  irritated 
the  Japan  government  fo  much, 
that  they  refolved  to  make  new 
regulations.  For  A>me  time  they 
'found,  that  the  more  dexterity 
they  ufed  in  detecting  the  tricks  of 
the  Europeans,  the  more  dex* 
troufly  they  contrived  to  evade 
them :  at  laft,  however,  by  re- 
ptated  trials,  they  have  fo  com* 
pleat ly  abridged  their  liberties, 
that  it  is  now  almoft,  if  not  ab- 
folutely,  impuHlble  to  fmuggle  any 
thine:. 

The  complexions  of  the  japanefe 
are  in  general  ycUowifh,  although 
fome  few,  generally  women,  are 
almoft  white.  Their  narrow  eyes 
and  high  eye-brows  are  like  thofe 
of  the  Chincfc  and  I'artars.  Their 
nofcs,  though  not  ilat,  are  iliorter 
and  thicker  than  ours.  Their 
hair  is  univerfaliy  black ;  and 
fuch'  a  famenefs  of  fafluo'i  reigns 
thiough  this  whole  em|)irc,  that 


the  he^  drefs  is  the  fame  from 
the  emperor  to  the  peafant. 

The  mode  of  the  men's  head- 
drefs  is  fingular  ;  the  middle  part 
of  their  heads,  from  the  forehead 
very  far  back,  is  clofe-ihaven  ;  the 
hair  remaining  round  the  temples 
and  nape  of  the  neck  is  turned  up 
and  tied  upon  the  top  of  the  head 
into  a  kind  of  brufli,  about  as 
lonc^  as  a  finger;  this  brufh  is 
agaui  lapped  round  with  white 
thread,  and  bent  a  little  back- 
wards. 

The  women  preferve  all  their 
hair,  and,  drawing  it  together  on 
'  the  top  of  the  head,  roll  it  round 
a  loop,  and  fallening  it  down  with 
pins,  to  which  ornaments  are 
affixed,  draw  out  the  fides  till  they 
appear  like  little  wings;,  behind 
this  a  comb  is  (luck  in. 

Fhyficians  and  priefis  are  the 
only  exception  to  the  general 
fafhion ;  they  (have  their  heads 
anttrely,  and  are  by  that  means 
diftinguifhed  from  the  refl  of  the 
people. 

The  fafiiion  of  their  cloaths  has 
alfo  remained  the  fame  from  the 
higheft  antiquity.  They  confift 
of  one  or  more  loofe  gowns,  tied 
about  the  middle  with  a  fafh  1  the 
women  wear  them  much  longer 
than  the  men,  and  dragging  on 
the  ground.  In  fummer  they  are 
very  thin  ;  but. in  winter  quilted 
with  ftlk  or  cotton  wadding. 

People  of  rank  have  them  made 
of  filk  ;  the  lower  dafs  of  cotton 
ftufFs.  Women  generally  wear  a 
greater  number  of  them  than  men, 
and  have  them  more  ornamented, 
often  with  gold  or  £lvcr  flowers 
woven  into  the  HulF. 

Thefe  gowns  are  generally  left 
open  at  the  breaft;  their  fleeves 
arc  very  wide>    but  partly  fewcd 

up 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHARACTERS. 


6^ 


op  in  fronts  fo  as  to  make  a  kind 
of  pocket,  into  which  they  can 
eafily  put  their  hands,  and  in  this 
they  generally  carry  papers,  or 
fuch  like  light  thitlgs. 

Men  of  confequence  &re  diftin- 

fuiflied  from  thofe  of  inferior  rank 
y  a  ftiort  jacket  of  thin  black 
fluiF,  which  is  worn  over  their 
rowns,  and  trowfers  open  oh  the 
lides,  but  fewcd  together  near  the 
bottom,  which  take  in  their  flcircs. 
Some  ufc  drawers,  but  all  have 
their  legs  naked.  They  wear 
fandals  of  ftraw,  faftened  to  their 
feet  by  a  bow  paffipg'  over  the 
inflep,  and  a  firing  which  paffef 
between  the  great  toe  and  that 
next  to  it,  fixing  to  the  bow.  In 
winter  they  have  focks  of  linen, 
and  in  rainy  or  dirty  weather, 
wooden  fhoes. 

They  never  cover  their  heads 
bat  on  a  journey,  when  they  ufe  a 
conical  cap  madfe  of  ftraw ;  at  other 
times  they  defend  themfelves  from 
the  fun  or  the  rain  by  fans  or  um- 
brellas, 

Ii>  their  faih  they  fallen  the 
fabre,  fan,  and  tobacco-pipe ;  the 
fabre  always  on  the  left  fide,  and 
(contraiy  to  our  European  cuflom) 
with  the  fharp  edge  uppermoft. 
Thofe  who  are  in  public  employ- 
ments wear  two,  the  one  consi- 
derably longer  than  the  other. 

Their  hoafes  are  built  with  up- 
right polls,  croffed  and  watUed 
with  bamboo,  plaiftered  both 
without  and  within,  and  white- 
wafhed.  They  generally  have  two 
ftories ;  but  the  uppermoft  is  low, 
and  feldom  inhabited*  The  roofs 
are  covered  with  pantiles,  large 
and  heavy,  but  neatly  made.  The 
floors  are  elevated  t\Vo  feet  from 
the  ground,  and  covered  with 
planks.     On  >thefe  ard  laid  mat^ 


which  are  double,  and  filled  with 
ftraw  three  or  four  inches  thick. 
The  whole  houfe  confifls  of  one 
large  room  J  but  may  be  divided 
at  pleafure  intofeveral  fmaller,  by 
partitions  made  with  frames  of 
wood,  filled  up  with  painted  pa* 
per,  that  fix  into  grooves  made 
for  that,  purpofe  in  the  floor  and 
cieling.  The  windows  are  alfo 
frames  of  wood,  divided  into 
fquares,  filled  up  with  very  thin 
white  paper,  tranfparent  enough 
to  anfwer  tolerably  well  the  pur- 
pofe of  glafsi. 

They  have  no  furniture  in  their 
rooms ;  neither  tables,  chairs, 
flools,  benches,  cupboards,)  or 
even  beds.  Their  cuftom  is  to  fit 
down  on  their  heels  upon  the 
mats,  which  are  always  foft  and 
clean.  Their  visuals  are  ferved  • 
up  to  thtm  on  a  low  board,  raifed 
but  a  few  inches  from  the  floor, 
and  one  difli  only  at  a  time.  Mir- 
rors they  have,  but  never  fix  them 
up  in  their  houfes  as  ornamental 
furniture;  they  arc  made  of  a 
compound  metal^  and  ifed  only 
at  their  toilets^ 

Notwithftanding  the  feverity  of 
their  winters,  which  oblige  them 
to  warm  their  houfes  from  Novem^ 
ber  to  March,  they  have  neither 
fire-places  nor  ftoves;  inftcad  of 
thefe  they  ufc  large  copper  pots 
ftanding  upon  kgs ;  thefe  are  lined 
on  the  infide  witti  loam,  on  Which 
afhes  are  laid  to  fome  depth,  and 
charcoal  lighted  upon  them,  v^hich 
feems  to  be  prepared  in  fome  man- 
ner which  renaers  the  fumes  of  it 
liot  at  all  dangerous. 

The  Portuguefe,  in  all  pro- 
baibiiity,  firft  introduced  the  uf« 
of  tobacco  into  Japan :  however, 
be  that  as  it  may,  they  ufc  it  now 
with  great  frugality,  though  both 
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r^xes,  old  and  young,  continuaUy 
fmoke.  it,  blowing  qnt  the  fmoke 
through  their  rioilrils.  The  fir  ft 
-  qompliment  oiFered  to  a  ttj-anger 
ifi  their  hottfes  is  a  difh  of  tea  and 
a.  pipe  of  tobacco^  Their  pipes 
have  inofith-picces.  and  bowls  of 
Waf&'Or  white  copper.  The  hol- 
low of  the  l^owl  is  fo  fmall  as 
icarcc  to  contain  an  ordinary  pea. 
The  tobacco  is  cut  as  line  as  a 
hftiff  about  a  fi/iger's  length,  and 
is  rolled  up  in  ftaall  balls  like 
pills,  to  fit  the  fpnall  hollow  in  the 
bowl  of  the  pipe  ;  which  .pills,  as 
they  can  laft  but  for  a  fqw  whifFs,* 
jnull  be  very  frequently  renewed.   . 

Fans  are  ufed  by  both  fe:(es 
equally,  and  are,  within  or  with- 
out doors,  their  infcparable  coia-^ 
p^^nions.  , 

The  whole  nation  arc  naturally 
cleanly ;  every  houfe,.  whethej: 
public  or  private,  has  a  bath,  of 
which  conilant  and  daily  ufe  is 
fnade  by  the  whole  family. .    ^ 

.  You  feluom  mee,t  a  man  who 
has  not  Y\is  mark  i^iprinted  on 
the  fleeves  and  bac^  of  his  cloaths, 
in  the  fame  colour  in  which  the 
pattern  is  printed ;  white  fpots  are 
left  in  manufacturing  them,  for 
the  purpofe  of  inferting  tliefe 
marks* 

Obedience  to  parents  and  rc^. 
fpe^  tp  fuperiors  is  the  charafter-» 
iliic  of  this  nation :  it  is  pleaiing 
ID;  fee  tl?e  refped  with  which  in-. 
feriors  treat  thofe  of  high  rank ; 
if  they  meet  them  abroad,,  they 
Hop  tijl  they  have  paiTed  by;  if  in 
a  houfe,  they  keep  at  a  dillance, 
bowing  their  heads  to  the  ground. 
Th«ir  falutations  and  converfations 
between  equals  al>ound  alfo  v/ith 
l^ivijity  and  politenefs ;  to  this 
i:hildrcn  are  early  accuftomed  by 
(h^  examole  of  their  parents. 


Their  penal  .lajys  arc  very  •  fe-. 
verc  ;  bat  puniQimiBnts  are  feldom 
in fi i£Ud .  Per  haps  -  -tl^ere  is'  no 
country  where  fewer  crimes  againft 
focie'ty  are  comnjitted; 

Their  ufage  of  nam^s  differs 
from  that  of  all  other*  nations. 
The  family  name  is  never  mado 
ufe  of  but  in  %ning  folcron  con- 
tra^s,  and.  the  particular  name  by 
which  individuals  are  diilin^uifhed 
in  converfation  varies  according  to 
the  age  or  fituati^on  of  the  perfon 
who .  makes  ufe  of  it :  fb  that 
foipetvmes  the  iame  perfon  is,  in 
his  lifcrtime,  known  bfy  five  or  £\% 
different   names. 

i'Key  reckon  their  age  by.  even 
years,  not  regarding  whether  they 
were  born  at  the  beginning  or  the 
end  of  a  year,  fb  that  ^  child  is 
faid  to  be  a  year  old  on  the  new 
year's  day  next  after  his  birth, 
even  though  he  has  not  been  born 
many  days, 

Commerce  and  manufaclures 
flourifh  here,  though,  as  thefe 
people  have  few  wants,  they  are 
not  carried  to  the  extent^ which  we 
fee  in  Europe.  Agriculture  is  fo 
well  underitood,  that  the  whole 
country,  even  to  the  tops  of  the  ' 
hillsj,  is  cultivated.  They  trade 
with  no  foreigners  but  the  Dutch 
and  Chinefe,  and  in  both  cafes 
v/ith  companies  of  privileged  mer- 
chants, .  The  Dutch  export  copper 
3^nd  raw  camp  hire,  for  which  they 
give  in  return  fugar,  ripe  cloves, 
fappan  wood,  ivory,  tin,  lead, 
tortoife-fhell,  cbintzs,  and  a  few 
trifles  more, 

As  the  Dutch  company  do  not 
pay  duty  in  Japan,  cither  on  their 
exports  or  imports,  they  fend  an 
annual  prefcn;  to  the  court,  con* 
Ming  of  cloth,  chintzs,  fuccotas, 
cottons,  iluiis,  a^d  trinkets. 
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I  had  the  fatisfaflion  to  attend 
the  ambaflador,  who  was  intruded 
with  thefe  prefents,  on  his  jouFney 
to  Jeddo,  the  capital  of  this  vaft 
empire,  fituated  at  an  immenfe 
dillancefrpm  Nagafa^cci,  a  journey 
on  which  Areie  fcuiDpeanJis  only  are 
permitted  to  go,  attended  by  two 
hundred  Japanefe  at  lead. 

We  left  our  little  ifland  of  De- 
zima,  and  the  town  of  Nagafacci, 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1776,  and 
travelled. th,roagirCocora  to  Simo- 
nofeki,  Whe?te  wfe  Arrived  on  the 
T2th,  arid  found  a  veflel  prepared 
for  us ;  we  embarked  on  board  her, 
and  coafted  hlong*  to  Fiogo.  From 
then'ce  we  travelled  by  land  rb 
Ofaccfa,  one  of  tjie  principal  CO in- 
mercial  towns  in  the  empire.  At 
this  pfacewe  remained  theSth*  and 
"9th  of  April,  and  on  the  10th  ar- 
rived at  Miaco,'the  refidencc  df 
the  Dairr,  or  ecclefiaftical  em- 
peror. Here*  we  alfo  ftayed  two 
days ;  but  after  that  made  the  beft 
of  our  wa/  to  Jeddo,  .where  v/e 
•arrrved  on  the  i  It  of  May. 

Wc  were  carried  by  men  in  a 
kind  of  pilankiiis,  cklled  nbii- 
mons,  covered;  and  provided  with 
windows.  The  preients  alfo  and 
our  provifions"  Were  carried  on 
men's  fhouM^rS*,  except  a  few 
articles,  Whictk  Were  loaded  on 
pack-horfcs.  The  Japanefe  offl^ 
cers  who  attended  us  provided  us 
with  every  thing,  fo  that  tfnr 
journey  was  by  no  means  trou- 
blefome, 
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On  the  1 8th  we  had  an  audience 
of  the  cubo,  or  temporal  emperor,  ^ 
of  the  heir- apparent,  and  of  the 
twelve  fenators ;  the  day  following, 
of  the  ecclefiaftical  governors,  the 

governors  of  the  town,  and  other 
gh  officers . .  On ^ the  2 3 d.  wje  h ad 
our  audience  "of  leave."  We  left 
Jeddo  on  the  26th  of  May,  and 
arrived  at  Miaco  on  the  7  th  of 
June.  Here  we  had  an  audience 
of  the  emperor's  viceroy,  to  whom 
we  alfo  made  prefents;  as  we  weir  . 
not  allowed  to  Tee  the  dairi',  or 
ecclefiaftical  • 'Emperor.  On  :the 
^iirh  we  procured  feaVe  to  walk 
about  the  town,,  and  viiit  the  rem-  ^ 
pies  arfl'  principal  feuildingt-  Ja 
'the  evening  we  fet  out  for  Ofacca, 
which  ,town  we  ^ere  alfo  permitted 
to  view,  which  we'  did  on  the 
"i-3th.  "^'  ' ; 

•  We  faw  temples','  theatres,  and 
many  carious  buildings  ;  but, 
above  all,  the  *  manufaftory  <jf 
topped,  which,  is  melted  here,. and 
DO  where  elfe  in  the  empire. 
'  On  the  i4thwchad  an  audience 
of  the  governors  of  this  town  ; 
after  which  we  refumed  our  journey 
to  Eiogo,  where  we  again  embarked 
on  the  18th,  and  proceeded  by  feU 
to  Simonofcki,  from  whence  We 
arrived  on  the '23d  at  Cocota,  and 
from  tnence  were  carried  In  norl- 
mons  to  Nagafacci,  and  arrived  at 
dar  little  ifland  Dezima  on  thelaft 
day  of  June,  after  an  abfence  of, 
,  one  hundred  and  eig^htceri'  days,  ' 
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Jln  Account  of  the  Eruption  of  Mmtii 
Vefuvius,  'which  happtned  in 
Auguftt  1 779. .  From  Sir  Williaca 
Haa^iltoa'f  Lifter  to  ^/r.  Bao^f, 

!       '  flaplcs,  pa.  I,  1779. 

THE  late  eruption  of  Mount 
Vefuvius  was  of  To  Angular 
a  mature^  To  very  violent  and  alarm- 
ing/ that  It  neceifarily  attraded  the 
attention  pf  £very  one,  jiot  only  in 
its  iainie4.i2Lte  neighbourhood,  b|it 
for  many  miles  around ;  and,  con- 
fequently,  feveral  flight  defcrip- 
tions  of  it  have  been  already  handed 
.  about,  an<i  Tome  J[as  I  am  informed) 
more  accurate  and  circumflanti^l 
'luepreparing  for  the  prefs  *. 

That  on  which  the  Abbot  Sottas 
Js  aftu^lly  employed «  by  commanfl 
pf  his  Sicilian  majefty,  will  un- 
doubtedly be  executed  with  the 
'  fame  accuracy,  '.  truth,  and  preci- 
^on,  as  have  rendered  that  author's 
iformer  publications  upon  the  fub- 
jed  of  Mount  Vefuvius  fo  univer-' 
fally  and  defijrvedly  eftcemcd. 

Sucli  a  publication,  executed 
with  magnificence  in  the  royal 
printing-office,  may,  perhaps,  ren* 
der  every  other  account  of  the  late 
puption  fuperduous :,  neverthelefs^ 


t  iliould  think  myfelf  in  Tome  de* 
gree  guilty  of  a  negled  towards 
jhe  Royal  Society,  m^o  have-  donti 
To  much  honour  to  my  former  com* 
municatioRSy  if  I  did  not,  throogh 
the  refpe^ble  canal  of  its  worthy 
prcfident,  and  my  .good  friead, 
fimply  relate  to  themlqch  remark- 
aI)Je  circum(lances  as  attended  the 
late  tremendous  explofions  pf 
Mount  Vefuvius,  and  as  either 
came  jmme<Uatery  under  my  own 
.infpcdion,  or  have  been  related 
to  mc  by.fuch  good  authority  as 
cannot  be  called  iq  queilion. 

Since  the  great  eruption  of  1767, 
of  which  I  had  the  honour  of  giving 
a  particular  account  to  the  Royal 
Society,  Vefuvius  has  never  been 
free  from  fmoke,.  nor  ever  many 
months  without  throwing  up  red- 
hot  fcori;e,  which  increasing,  to  a 
certain  degree,  were  ufually  fol- 
lowed by  a  current  of  liquid  lava, 
and  except  in  the  eruption  of  1777, 
^hofe  lavas  broke  out  nearly  from 
the  fame  foot,  and  ran  much  in 
the  fame  direction,  as  that  of  the 
famous  eruption  of  1767, 

No  lefs  than  nine  fuch  eruptions 
are  recorded  here  fi nee  the  great 
one  above-mentioned,   and   ibm^ 


•  The  inhabitants  of  this  great 
.  Mouilc  V^uvius,  though  in  full  vie 


city  in  general  give  fo  little  attention  to 

,   ^ view  of  the  grcatcft  part  of  it,  that  I  am  well 

convinced  many  of  its  einiptions  pafs  totally  unnoticed  by  at  leaft  two-thirds  of 
ihcm* 
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/Df  them  wtre  confiderable,  I  n^ver 
failed  vificing  thofe  lavas  whilft 
(hey  were  in  fiill  force,  and  as 
jcooftanily  examined  them  and  the 
crater  of  the  volcano  after  the 
jceafiog  of  each , eruption  *• 

It  would  be  but  a  repetition  of 
what  has  been  defmbed  in  my 
former  letters  on  this  fubjed^  were; 
J  to  relate  my  remarks  on  thofe 
difiFerent  expeditions/.  The  lavas, 
when  they  either  boiled  over  the 
crater,  or  broke  out  from  the  co- 
nical parts  of  the  volcano,  con- 
ilantly  formed  channels  a»  regular 
as  if  they  had  been  cat  by  art  down 
the  fteep  part  of  the  mountain, 
and,  whilu  in  a  fiate  of  perfedt 
fufion,  COD  tinned  their  courfe  in 
thofe  channels,  which  were  (bme- 
times  fall  to  the  brim,  ahd  at  other 
times  more  or  lefs  fo,  according  to 
the  quantity  of  matter  in  motion. 

Theie  channels,  apon  examina- 
tion after  an  erapuon,  I  have 
found  to  be  in  general  from  two  to 
five  on  fix  feet  wide«  and  feven  or 
eight  feet  deep.  They  were  often 
hid  from  the  fight  by  a  quanticy  of 
icoriae  that  had  formed  a  cruft  over 
them,  and  the  lava  haying  been 
conveyed  in  a  covered  way  for  feme 
yards,  came  out  frefli  again  into 
an  open  channel.  After  an  erup- 
tion  I  have  walked  in  fome  of  thofe 
fubterraneous  or  covered  galleries, 
which  were  exceedingly   curious. 


the  fides,  top,  and  bottom,  being 
worn  perfedUy  (mooth  and  even  in 
moft  parts  by  the  violence  of  the 
currents  of  the  red-hot  lavas,  which 
they  had  conveyed  for  n^any  weeks 
fuccefllvely ;  in  others,  the  lava 
had  incrufted  the  fides  of  thofe 
channels  with  fome  very  extraor- 
dinary fcorix :  beautifully  ramified 
while  faltsf,  in  the  form  of  drpp. 
j)ihg  flala^ites,  were  alfo  attached 
to  many  parts  of  the  ceiling  of 
thofe  galleries.  It  is  imagined 
here,  that  the  falts  of  Vefuvias  are 
chiefly  ammoniac,  though  often 
tinged  with  green,  deep,  or  pale 
•  yellow,  by  the  vapour  of  various 
minerals. 

'In  the  month  of  May  laft,  there 
was  a  confiderable  eruption  of 
Mount  Vefuvius,  when  I  paffed  a 
night  on  the  mountain  in  the  com- 
pany of  one  of  mv  countrymen,  as 
eager  as  myfelf  in  the  purfuit  of 
'this  branch  of  natural  hiuory  t. 

We  faw  the  operation  of  the 
lava,  in  the  channels  as  above- 
mentioned,  in  the  greatcfl  pcr- 
fe£lion  ^  but  it  was^  indeed,  owing 
to  our  perfeverance,  and  fome  de- 
gree of  refolution.  After  the  lava 
.h^d  quitted  its  regular  channels, 
it  fpread  itfelf  }n  the  valley,  and^ 
beiiig  loaded  with  fcorise,  ran 
gently  on,  like  a  river  that  had 
'been  frozen,  and  had  maifes  of  ice 
Roating  on  it :   the  wind  changing 


•  The  laft  viHt  to  the  crater  of  Vefuvius,  which  was  in  the  month  of  May, 
J779i  was  my  fifry-tightb,  and  to  be  fure  I  have  been  four  times  as  often  on 
parts  of  the  mountain,  without  climbing  to  its  fummit,.  and  after  all  am  not 
sihamed  io  own,  that  I  comprehend  very  little  of  the  wonders  I  have  fecn  in 
thh  great  laboratory  of  Nature  j  yep  there  have  been-  Natural ifts  of  fuch  a  won- 
derful penetrating  ^niusus  to  have  thought  themfelves  fufHciently  qualified  to 
account  for  every  hidden  phenomenon  of  Vefuvius,  after  having,  literally  fpcak- 
JDg,  given  the  volcano  wi  coup  d'a'iL 

t  I  fent  a  large  fpecimen  of  this  curious  volcanic  jA^duAion  to  the  Britifh 
Mufeum  laft  year. 

I  Mr^  Bowdler,  of  Bath« 

when 
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when  we  were  clofe  to  this  gently 
ftream;  pf  laVa^  whkK  might  hi 
about  fifty^pl-  fixtftdtl  ill  bFeJidcK; 
Incommod^a  lis  fo  much  wirh  its 
heat  ahd  'fmok3B,;thatwe;niuft  hAye 
returned  Wifhoiiv  havrng  Jgitibfiei 
<j*u*^  cunoflty;,  ;had'not  our  'gwd'e  ^ 
■prd'^oreA  t1ie  Expedient  ofvvilkin^ 
^crofs  If;  which,  ^o  our  aftonilh- 
'ment,  lie  '  inl^antly  put  iii'exe^ 
cutioni'and With  r6  little  difcc\irty, 
that  we  follovved  'him  without'  He- 
*fitatiori,:1iavirig/eIt  no  other  in- 
con  veni^ngy  thaa  what  proceeded 
from  the  ^olence  of  the  he^t  oh 
ovir  legs' and'  fe'et ;  the  druft  bf  the 
lava  w%s  fo  touel»,  bfefides  telng 
loaded  *witli  eihderi'  and'fcoriq*, 
that  our  .weight  made  not  the  le*itt 
tmprefli6n  bri  it ;  and  its  motion 
was  To  ijow^  .that  we  w^reno^t  in 
"anj  dan.ger  of  Idfing  our  bala'fici, 
and'  falling'  on  h";  hiiwevei','  this 
cxj)eriment 'thoijTd  npj  'bfe'  tne3, 
except  ift  cafes  of*  real*  titctSiiy  ; 
,ai)d  1  mentibn  *it'  with  'lio  c^hcr 
vievv'than  to  point  out  ^  poifibility 
of  efcaping^  fhoiild  ahy  one  here- 
aftier,  upon  fuch  an  expedition  as 
ours,  have  this  misfortune  to  be 
inclofed.  between   two  currents  6£ 

Haviiig  ttios  got '  rid  '  of  the 
troublcfome  hea'^  and  fmoke,  we 
cdalUd,the  river'  of  lava  and  'its 
channels  up  to.  us  very  fOurce, 
within  a  quarYcr  of  a  mile  of  the 
crater.  The  liquid  and  red-hot 
matter  bubbled  up  violently,  with 
a  hifling  and  crackling  ooife,  like 
that  which  aucnds  the  playing. oiF 


1 


of  an'artiilciaL  .jirewerk^  and  by 
fKc'ccJntinilkVlpl/lKfng  up  of*  the 
^itrified'nl^tt^ft,'''i^ki!id  of  afch  or 
■ypn^e  was' fVVmfetf  over  tlfe  cr^\ic? 
froni"  when cfejjiji^ 'lava  ilTucd.  I: 
Svis  mcketf  ill 'fti^y^ parts,  c.f4 
.appeared  re3-hot^Wjlhin^  like  ih 
*heaLtedoveh':'*tMihollowe(l  Killcck  4 
Wght  U?ih^\ivR^€i^   feet  high. 


'fcbriaj'  and 'crn'ders, 'alraolt  perpcn- 
dfcularly,  o*f '^bout'thc  height  of 
'etght^or  ten  feet,  re'fembfing  mu:h 
"an  ancient  aquedudt*. 

W6  then  went  up  to*  the  chatcr 
of  the  volcano,  in  which  we  found, 
as  uf4al,"a.1iU?ti*mountain  throw- 
ihg  fcorfx^aod  red-Kot  matter  with 
'loud'  explofjons ;  but  ilie  fmoke 
■411  d  ^ell  "df 'J"ulpbiir  was  fo  into- 
^erable,  thbr  Ue' '^ere  under  the 
ricceflity  '6f  quitting  ihat  curious 
foot  with  the  utmoft'precipita'tion, 

In^  another  or  my  excurfions  to 
Mount  VefuviusTaft  year,  I  picked 
lip  fome  fragments  of  large  and 
regular  cr^-'ftals  .of  clofe-grainc'J 
lava  or  •  bafaft,  the  diameter  of 
*\Vhich,  when  'the  prifms  were  com- 
^plete,  may  have  been  eight  or  nine 
inches.  As.  Vefuvius  does  not 
exhibit  any.Uvas  regularly  cryftal- 
li'zed,  and  ^forming  what  arc  vul- 
garly called  giants  caufeways  (ex- 
cept a  lava  that  ran  into  the  Tea 
near  Torre  del  Greco  in  163*1,  and 
which  in  a  fniall  degree  has  fuch 
an  appearance),  this  difcovcry 
gave  me  the  greateft  pleafure  f. 

After 


.^  Bartolomeo,  the  cyclops  of  Vefuviut,  ^ho  ba*  attcnd<;d  roe  on  all  my 
expedinuhs  to  tU^  mountain,  and  who  is  an  excellent  guide. 

t  As  the  frnjrmcnts  of  biUalt  columns,  which  1  found  on  the  cone  of  VcJU- 
▼ins,  had  been  tyjilently  tl^rown  out  of  its  crater,  may  not  lava  be  more  fubi.cl 
to  ciyllallize  within  the  bowels  of  a  volcano  than. after  its  emilFion,  and  havi".; 
been  cxpofcd  to  the  open  air?   And  may  not  many  of  |th^ |;ianis'caufcwa\v, 

alua^ly 
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After  this  jlligHt  ftetch  of  the 
moft  remarkable  events. on  Vefu-| 
viiis  fincc  the  year  1767^  which  t^ 
jtacter'  myfelf  V^ir*ii'6r*be  un.ac-* 
ceptable,  asit'may  (erveta  connect 
wha't  I  am  going  to  fctate  with 
what  h»  already  been  communi- 
cated to  the  Society  in  my  former 
letters  on  the  fame  fubje^,  I  come 
to  the  account  of  the  larc  eruption,. 
which  affords  indeed^  anfplc  matter. 
for  curious  fpcculatidn,'  -  t 

As  many  poetical  defcrlptiona 
of  this  eruptiph^ 'will  not  be  vyant- 
ing,  I  ihall  conHne  mine  fo  fimple 
matter  of  fa£l  in  plain  jprpfe,  and 
endeavour  to  convey  to  you.  Sir, 
as  clearly  and  as  diftinclly  as  I  am 
able,,  vvhat  I  fa'vv'  pyfe^f^  and  the 
imprkffion  it  ipade  uj>bn  me  at  the 
time,  without  aiming  in  tlie  leafl 
at  a  flowery  ftyle«'  '  . 

Tlie  ufiial  fy mptoms  of  ah  ap-' 
proaching  eruption^  fuch  as  rum- 
bling iioifes  and  e^mlofions  within 
the  bowels  of  tlie  vc^cajip,  a  quan- 
tity of  fmokc,  ilTuing  with  forc^ 
from  Its  crater,  accompanied  ai 
times  with  an  emjflionof  rcd-hoX 
fcoria;  and  ^ih'es,  wore  manifell, 
more  or  lefs,  during  the  whole 
month  of  July;  and*  towards  the 
end  of  the.  month./chofe  fymptoms 
were  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree  as 
10  exhibit  in  thenight-tim^  th^ 
mod  beautiful  fireworks  that  can 
be  imagined, 

Thefe  kinds  o^  throws  of  red- 
hot  fcoriae  and  other, volcanic  mat- 
ter,, whicft  at  night  are  fo  bright 
aud  laminous,  appear  in  broad 
day-light'like  fo  many  black  fpots 


fs 


iij.theiuidft.orthp.  white  fmoke; 
4nd  it  ;is  this  circumftahce  that  66- 
cafjons.thc  vulgar  and  *falfe  fup- 
ppfiti9n,ij  that  volcanbs  burn  much 
more  violently  at  night  than  in  the 
d^y-prnQ.  ' 

-  •Oh^'Thurrd^X,  the  ^tH  of  Aur 
^uft  laftj  abput.fwtfo'clbck'intl!* 
afteVijqpn,  „  i  pet-cclycd'  from  my 
vilia"ai*Pau^lbpOJ^"^n  the  bay  of 
Naples,  froin  whehce  I'have  a  fulj 
ifie  vy  *  of  Ve  fvi  vi  usj '  l[|wfiiclV ,  is  j  u  II 
oppofite,  and  at';tKe*;difiance  oif 
aqoii't*  .fix  miles  iii  a"  diredt  lijn^ 
ftOQ^  itj;  that  th^  Volcano  was  in  ^ 
moff  violent  aglta^ibiitf'.a" white 
ahit  fulphur'eous  fmpke  ifUi^d  cwi- 
Unually  and  impetuoufl/'fr6ifi  its 
crater,  one  puff  imp ertrfeg  iriotherJ 
and  by  an  accutpulatjon  ot  thofe 
clouds  of  fmoke-  r^lem bUng  bales 
pf  the  whiteft  cotton/  inch  a  mafi 
of.ihem  was  foqn'^^'pilelt.ovcr  th^ 
tpp'of.  the  volcano'' as' cxceed'ed  the 
height*  and  fize  of-^thi'  mountaiiJ 
itfeff  at  leaft'  four,  times'.  In  the 
midft  pi*  this,  yery'^^Wfe  Anoke^  an 
immenfe  qiiantityot  (tones,  fcoriac^ 
and  alhes,  vvere  rtiot  up  to  a  won- 
derful*  height,  certainly* '  not '  left . 
thail  two  tnou(and  jfbet.  :I  coylJ 
alfp  percejve,  by  the  help  of  one 
of  "Ramfden's  molt  excellent  re- 
fracting telefcop??,^  a;  tinies,  a 
quantity  of  liquid.- raV-a,feemingly 
•yery  weighty,  juft  heaved  up  high, 
chough  to  clear' jhe  riih  of  the 
crater,  and  then  tafee  its  'courfe  im^ 
petupufly  down  the  ftcep  fide  of 
VeruviiTs,  oppdfitfe  to  Somma. 
Soon  after,  a  lava  broke  out  on  the 
fame  Mq  from  about  the  middle  of 


already  difcovered,*  b«  the  Ttuclii  of  vqlcanic  mountains,  whoftf  lights  and  k* ft 
Mid  parts  may  have  brdn  worn  ftvuay  by  the  hand  of  timd?  Mir*  Paujeis  dc  Sr; 
Pond,  in  hts  corions  hook  laftely  nubliflied,  and  infilled,  ■*  R^cher<!hes  fur  kfe 
Volcains  ^taints  du  Vivarais  de  VMay,''  gtv^s  (p.  286.)  an-'«Wimjp4e<©f  bafalt 
Mumnfr,  that  are  pkccd  deep  within  the  crater  of  an  extingtiiibed  volcano.  * 

the 
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the  conical  part  of  the  volcano, 
and,  having  run  with  violence 
fbme  hoars,  ceafed  fuddenlyy  >u[l 
before  it  had  arrived  at  the  cut* 
tivatcd  parts  of  the  mountain  above 
Porticiy  near  four  miJes  from  the 
fpot  where  it  liTued. 

During  tjiis  day's  eruption »  as  I 
have  been  credibly  informed  fince, 
the  heat  was^  intolerable  at  the 
towns  of  Somma  and  Ottaiano; 
and  Was  likewife  fenfibly  felt  at 
Palma  and  Lauro,  which  are  touch 
farther  from  Vefuvius  than  the 
former.  Minute  aflics,  of  areddilh 
huej,'  fell  fo  thick  at  Somma  and 
Ottaiano,  that  they  darkened  the 
air  in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  objedls 
could  not  be  diUlnguiflied  at  thd 
didance  of  ten  feet.  Long  fila- 
ments  of  a  vitrified  matter,  ]ike 
fpun  glafs,  were  mixed  and  fell 
with  thefe  afhes*;  and  the  fuU 
phureous  fmoke  was  (o  violent, 
that  feveral  birds  in  cages  were 
fuffocaced,  the  leaves  of  the  trees 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Somma 
and  Ottaiano  were  covered  with 
white  falts  very  corroiive.  About 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  an 
extraordinary  globe  of  fmoke,  of  a 
very  great  diameter,  was  diilindly 
perceived,  by  many  of  the  in* 
habitants  of  Portici,  to  iffiie  from 
thecrater  of  Vefuvius,  and  proceed 
))afti]y  towards  t}ie  mountain  of 
Somma^    againft  which  it  ftruck 


and  difperi^d  itfelf,  having  left  a 
train  of  white  fmoke,  marking  the 
courfe  it  had  taken:  this  train  I 
perceived  plainly  from  my  villa, 
as  it  kfted  fome  minutes;  but  I 
did  not  fee  the  globe  itfelf. 

A  poor  labourer,  who  was 
making  faggots  on  the  moan  tain 
of  Somma,  loft  his  life  at  this 
time ;  and  his  body  not  having 
been  found,  it  is  fuppofed  that, 
fuffbcated  by  the  fmoke,  he  mc^ 
have  fallen  into  the  valley  from 
.the  craggy  rocks  on  which  he  was 
at  work,  and  been  covered  by  the 
current  of  lava  that  took  its  courfe 
through  that  valley  foon  after.  An 
afs,  that  was  waiting  for  its  mailer 
in  the  valley,  left  it  very  judi- 
cioufly  as  (bon  as  the  mountain 
became  violent,  and,  arriving  fa.fe 
home^  gave  the  irtk  alarm  to  this 
poor  man's  family. 

It  was  generally  remarked,  that 
the  expfouons  of  the  volcano  were 
attended  with  more  noife  during 
this  day's  eruption  than  in  any  of 
the  fucceeding  ones,  when,  mo& 
probably,  the  mouth  of  Vefuvius 
was  widened,  and  the  volcanic 
matter  had  a  freer  paHage.  It  is 
certain,  however,  that  the  great 
eruption  of  1767  (which  in  every 
other  refpe£t  was  mild,  when  com- 
pared to  the  late  violent  eruption) 
occafioned  much  greater  concufCons 
in  the  air  by  its  louder  explofions. 


^  During  an  eruption  of  the  volcano  in  the  lAe  of  Bourhon  in  1766,  /bme 
miles  of  country,  at  the  diftance  of  fix  leagues  from  that  volcano,  were  covered 
with  a  flexible,  capillary,  yellow  glafs,  fome  of  which  were  two  or  three  feet 
long,  with  fmall  vitrous  globules  at  a  little  diftance  one  from  the  other.  Count 
Biinon  ihewcd  me  fome  of  this  capillary  and  flexible  glafs,  which  is  preferved  in 
the  Royal  Mufeum  at  Paris,  and  which  perfe611y  refembles  the  fllaments  of  vi* 
trifled  matter  which  fell  at  Ottaiano,  and  in  other  parts  on  the  borders  of  Ve- 
fuvius during  this  eruption.  Sorrentino,  in  his  Iftoria  del  Vefuvio,  publi^ed 
at  Naples  in  1734,  likewife  mentions  vttrifled  matter,  like  herbs  and  ftraw, 
being  found  on  the  ground  in  the  neighbourhood  of  VefuyiuSy  during  an 
eruption  of  that  mountain  i|i  the  year  1724. 

Friday, 
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Pr!dAf»  Aogoft  tliedth,  the  fef- 
mentaiion  in  the  JDOontaia  wtt 
lefs  violent  ;  bot«  aboat  noon, 
there  was  a  Io«d  report,  at  which 
time  it  was  foppoied,  that  a  por«' 
t<on  of  the  little  mountain  within 
the  crater  had  faUen  in.  At  ni^ht 
the  throws  from  the  crater  in- 
creafedy  and  proceeded  evidently 
from  two  feparate  months,  whicn 
emitting  red-hot  fcorix,  and  in 
different  direfiUons,  formed  a  moft 
beautiful  and  almoft continued  fire-» 
work. 

On  Saturday,  Angnft  the  jtYt, 
the  volcano  remained  moch  in  the 
fame  ftate  ;  but,  about  twelve 
o'clock  at  night,  its  fermentatibn 
increafed  greatly.  The  iecond 
fever- lit  of  the  mountimi  may  be 
faxd  to  have  manifeAed  itfelf  at' 
this  ttne.  I  was  watching  its  mo- 
tions from  the  mole  of  Naples, 
which  has  a  full  view  of  the  vol* 
cano,  and  had  been  witnefs  to  fe- 
veral  glorious  pi&arefqne  effeds 
produced  by  the  reflection  of  the 
deep  red  fire  which  xflued  from 
the  crater  of  Vefuvius,  and  mount- 
ed up  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  huge 
clouds,  when  a  fummer  ftorm, 
called  here,  a  tnpea^  came  on 
fuddenly,  and  blended  its  heavy 
watery  clouds  with  the  fulphureous 
and  mineral  ones,  which  were  al- 
ready like  fo  many  other  moun- 
tains, piled  over  the  fummit  of  the 
vblcano  %  at  this  moment  a  foun- 
tain of  fire  was  (hot  up  to  an  in- 
credible height,  cafting  fo  bright 
a  light,  that  the  fniialleft  obje^ 
could  be  clearly  diilinguilhed  at 
any  place  within  fix  miles  or  more 
of  Vefuvius. 

The  black  ftormy  clouds  paffing 
fwiftly  over,  and  at  times  covering 
the  whole,  or  a  part  of  the  bright 
column  of   fy^,    at  other   times 


clearing  away,  and  ^ving  a  full 
view  of  it,  with  the  various  tiata 
pTroduced  by  its  reverberated  light 
on  the  white  ckwds  above,  in  con- 
trail with  the  pale  flafiies  of  forked 
lightning  that  attended  the  /rtf- 
fiM,  formed  fuch  a  (cene  at  no 
power  of  art  can  ever  expreft* 

That  which  followed  the  next 
evening  was  furely  mnch  more  fi»r* 
midable  and  alarming;  but  thia 
was  more  beautiful  and  foblim* 
than  even  the  moft  livelv  imagina- 
tion can  paint  to  itielf.  This 
great  explofion  did  not  laft  above 
eight  or  ten  minutes,  after  which 
Vefuvius  was  totally  eclipfed  by 
the  dark  clouds,  and  there  fell  a 
heavy  ihower  of  rain* 

Some  fcorisB  and  fmall  ftonea 
fell  at  Ottaiano  during  this  erup- 
tion, and  fome  of  a  very  great  fiae 
ilk  the  valley  between  Vefuvius  and 
the  Hermitage.  All  the  inhabi-* 
tants  of  the  towns  at  the  foot  of 
the  volcano  were  in  the  greateft 
alarm,  and  preparing  to  abandon 
their  houfes,  had  the  eruption  con- 
tinued longer. 

One    of   his   Sicilian  majefiy's 

fame-keepers,  who  was  out  in  the 
elds  near  Ottaiano,  whilft  this 
combined  ftorm  was  at  its  height, 
was  greatly  furprifed  to  find  the 
drops  of  rain  fcald  his  face  and 
hands,  which  phenomenon  was 
probably  occafioned  by  the  clouds 
having  acquired  a  great  degree  of 
heat  in  paiSng  through  the  above- 
mentioned  column  of  fire.  The 
King  of  Naples  did  me  the  honour 
of  informing  me  of  this  curious 
drcumftance. 

Sunday,  Auguil  the  8th,  Vefu- 
vius was  quiet  till  towards  fix 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  a 
great  fmoke  began  to  gather  again 
over  its  crater,  and  about  an  hour 

after. 
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ifter,  t.  rYi'mbtif^  fabterr^tieoti^^ 
novfe  was-  heard  in  the  ncighbomr^ 
^ood  of'4h«  ^^kano)  the  ufoal 
thi<6WB'of')'(<d^hot  ftonei  and  fooriae 
beg^n>  ktid  incfeafed  cfirery  inilann 
I  <^a^  at  ^is  titn«  at  Paufilipo,  in 
tht  <Jdm^ny  of  fevcral  of  my  coun-. 
try  men,  oWenring  with  good  tek- 
f<:6pes  the\  cCirtotis  phenomena  in 
the  crater  of  VeOlVius,  whicj^,  with 
fiich  help,.  «/«  4!oiild  difting^lh  a9 
well  as^  if  we  had  beeil  a£laa]ly 
/lated  oti  the  fammitof  the  vol^ 
cano.  The  crater  feemed  much 
enlarged  by  the  vk>lence  of  l^ft 
night's  expjofions/ and  the  little 
inountain  no  longer  exiilcd »  About 
nine  o'clock  ther&was  a  loud'  t-e-* 
port,  which  Aibolc  the  hoofes  irf 
Portici  arid  iti  t^eighbourhood  tp 
fach  a  degree  as  to  alarm  their  in- 
habitants,  anfd  drive  them  out  into 
the  ftreees5  and,  as  I  have  ilhce 
feen,  many  windows  were  broken ^ 
and  walls  cracked,  by  the 'con- 
cuffion  of  the  air  from- that  explo- 
'fion,  thoajgh  faintly  heard  at  Na- 
|>les. 

In  an  inftant  a  fountain  of  li- 
quid tranfparent  fire  began  to  rife, 
and,  graduaHy  increafing,  arrived 
at  fo  amazing  a  height  as  to  ftrike 
every  one  who  beheld  it' with  the 
moft  awful  ailonifliment.  I  (hall 
fcarcely  be  credited  when  I  aflore 
you.  Sir,  that,  fo  the  beft  of  my 
judgment,  the  height  of  this  ftu- 
pendous  column  of  fii*e  could  not 
be  lefs  than  three  times  that  of 
Vefuviui    itfelf,    which,    as    you 


know:,  riil^^ '  {lerpendieularly-  >  nnt 
5700  feet *ak)ive- the. ievei  x»f  the 

•  PnlTs  of  fmoke,  as  black  as  can 
poflibly  be  ixnafrtned,  fucceeded 
one  iinother 'iiaftiiy,  and  accom- 
panied the  rcdnhot  tk-infpareoc  and 
liquid  Java,  inteimpting  its  fplen- 
did  bnghthelk  bero  said  there  by 
patches  of li»edarkeft  hue.  Within 
tfaefc  puifft  of  fmoke,  at  the  very 
moment  of >'tfaeir  emillion  from*  the 
crater,  I  could  perceive  a  bright, 
but  pale  eleftrical  fire,  brifkly  plav- 
ing  about'ln  2tg-zag  lines  f. 

The  wimd  .was  S.  W.  ;  and 
though  gentle,  Vfas  fufiicicnt  td 
carry  thefeidetached  clouds  or  pdfis 
of  Anoke  out  of  the  column  of  £re; 
and  a>  coHe£^ion  of  them,  by  de- 
grees, fooned'a  black  and-exten- 
five  curtain  (if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  expreffion)  behind  ic$  in  other 
parts  ai  the  iky  it  wast'perfefily 
dear,  and  the  ftars  were  bright. 

The  fiery  fountain,  of  fo  gi- 
gantic a  iize,  upon  the  dark  ground 
above-mentioned,  made  the  moft 
g'lorious  contraft  imaginable,  and 
the  blaT^e  of  it  reiledied  ftiongly  on 
the  furface  of  the  fea,  which  was 
at  that  ^e-^rfedly  fxnooth,  add* 
ed  greatly  to  this  fublime  view. 

The  liquid  lava,  mixed  with 
ftones  and  foon«,  after  having 
mounted,  I  verily  believe,  at  the 
lead  ten  chottfand  feet,  was  partly 
dn-e^ted  by  the  wind  towards  Ot- 
tiiano,  and  partly  falling  almolt 
perpendicularly,  ilill  red-hot  and 


•  Se  tu  fe'  or  lettore,  a  creder  lento 
Cio,  clre  Jo  diro,  non  fara  mjBuravigUa  { 
Ch«  lo,  che  Tvidij  appcnu  il  mi  confento. 

Dlante  INF.     dnt. xxv»  verro46. 
f  r  mention  this  cirouroftancc  to  prove,  that  the  cle6lrica]  matter,  lo  maniffii 
gyring  this  crujnion,  aftually  procccdtd  from  the  bowels  of  the  volcano,  anJ 
was  not  attra\5led  from  a  great  hejght  in  the  air,  and  conduced  into  its  crater 
by  the  vaft  column  of  fmoke.  .. 
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liquid,  on  Vefttvius,  covered  its 
i^hole  cone,  part  of  that  of  the! 
mountain  of  Sbnima,.'and  the  val- ' 
ley  between  them.  The  falHngj 
matter  bting  nearly  as  vivid  jiitd 
inflamed  as  that  which  was  conti- 
nually iffuing  frefli  from  the  cra- 
ter, formed  with  it  one  complete 
body  of  fire,  which  coold  not  be 
lefs  than  two  miles  and  a  half  in 
brc.idth,  and  6f  the  extraordinary 
height  aboviB-mention'cd,  cafting  a 
heat  to  the  difhince  of  at  leaft  fix 
miles  around  it. 

The  bfufh-wood  on  the  moun- 
tain of  Sbmma  was  fooain  a  blaze, 
which  flame  being  of  a  different 
tint  from  thif  deep  red  of  the  mat- 
ter thrown  out  of  the  volcano,  and 
from  the  filvery  blue  of  the  elec- 
trical fire,  flill  added  to  the  con- 
trail of  this  moll  extraordinary 
fcene. 

The  black  cldtid  ■  increafing 
greatly  once  bent  towards  Naples, 
and  feemed  to  threaten  this  fair 
city  with  fpeedy  defti-*u£kion  ;  for 
it  was  charged  with  eleftrical  mat- 
ter, which  Icept  conftantly  darting 


about  rt  in  ftrong  and'brfght  zig- 
zags, juft  Irke  tSofe'  dcfcfibed  by 
Pliny,  the  younger  in  his  fetter 
to'  Tacitus-,  and  which  accotn-" 
pamed-the  great  eruption^of  Vcfu-' 
vjusthat  proved  fatal  to  hjs  uncle*^ 
This  volcanic  lightning,  however* 
as  I  particularly  •  remarked,  very 
rarely  quitted  thfc  cloud,  but 
ufhally  returned  to  the  great  co- 
lumn of  fire  towards  the  crater  of 
the  volcano  from  whence  it  orlgi-' 
nallycamef.  Once  or  twice,  in- 
deed, I  faw  this  lightning  (or  /e'" 
ri7//,  as  it  is  called  here)  fall  On 
the  top  of  Somma,  and  fet  fire  to* 
fome  dry  grafs  and  bufhcs  J. 

Fortunately  for  OS,  the  wind  iti- 
creafing  from  the  S.  W.  quarter, 
carried  back  the  threatening  cloud 
juft  as  it  had  reached  thp  city,  and 
began  to  occafion  great  alarm. 
All  public  diverfions  deafed  in  an 
indantV  and  the  theatres  being 
Ihut,  the  doors  of  the  churches 
were  throwji  open.  Numerous 
proceffibns  were  formed  in  the 
flre^cts,  and  women  'and  children 
with  difhevelled  heads  filled   the 


*  "  Ab  altcrd  latere,  nubes  atra  ethorrcnda,  igncj  fpiritus  tortis  vibratifque 
(fifcurfibus  rupt?,  in  longas  flammarum  figuras  dehiicebat;  fulgoribut  illse 
et  fimiles  ct  majored."     Plin.  EpiH. 

t  Sorrentino  mentions. the  like  obfcrvation,  which  he  made  during  an  erup- 
tion  of  Vefuvius  in  1707,  when  the  fame  kind  of  hlack  cloud  bent  over  Naples ; 
thefe  are  his  word*  :  **  AUe  ore'  19.  tutti  i  cittadini  nelle  ofcure  tenebre  ft  tro-^ 
*'  varonoin  mazsodcUe  Saette,  deile  quali,  alcune  vedeanii  uTcir  dalla  fornace 
'<  del  VeCuvio,  p  fcorrtrs  iino  al  capo  di  Paufilipo,  d*onde  non  paiTando  piu 
*'  inaozi  fuor  la  nuvoU  delle  cenerii  o  divcrtirfl  altroitde,  indietro  per  Tifteilar 
"  lini-a  tornarono  a  fcgipiar  fu  la  fornace,  onde  ufcirono  :  qual  moto  retrograde 
•*  mai  hopotuto  intcnd^rp/* 

I  Some  time  after  the*  eruption  had  ceafed,  the  air  continued  greatly  impreg- 
nated with  eleftrical  matter.  The  Duke  of  Cotrofiano,  a  Neapolitan  nobleman 
(who,  from  his  fuperior  knowledge  in  experimental  philolbphy  and  mechanics, 
does  hoBour  to  bis  country)  tokl  me,  that. having,  about  half  an  hour  after  th£ 
great  eruption  bad  ceafed,  held  a  Leydcn  bottle,  armed  with  a  pointed  wire,  out 
•f  bis  window  at  Naples,  it  foon  becamt  conii<^Qat>ly  charged.*  While  the  erup^ 
tion  was  in  force,  its  appearance  was  too  alarming  to  allow  one  to  think  of  fuch 
cxperinjents, 

*•  '  "'  air 
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air  with  dieir  aiu,  infimng  loadly 
npoQ  the  relics  of  St.  Janoarius 
heing  immediately  opppfed  to  the 
fury  of  the  mountain :  in  ihort^ 
the  popolace  of  this  great  city  be- 
gan to  difplay  its  ufaal  extravagant 
mixture  of  riot  and  bigotry ;  ind 
if  fome  fpeedy  and  well-timed  pe* 
cautions  had  not. been  taken,  Na- 
ples* would,  perhaps,  have  been  in 
nose  danger  of  fuffering  from  the 
irregularities  of  its  lower  clafs  of 
inhabitants  than  from  the  angry 
volcano. 

Bat  to  return  to  my  fubjedk: 
after  the  column  of  £re  had  con- 
tinued in  full  force  near  half  an 
hour,  the  eruption  ceafed  all  at 
once,  and  VeUivius  remained  fal- 
len and  iilent.  After  the  dazzling 
light  of  the  fiery  fountain*,  all 
feemed  dark  and  difmal  except  the 
cone  of  Vefavius,  which  was  co- 
vered with  glowing  cinders  and 
/coris,  from  under  which,  at  times, 
here  and  there,  fmall  ftreams  of 
liquid  lava  had  efcaped,  and  rol- 
led down  the  deep  fiaes  of  the  vol- 
cano. This  fcene  put  me  in  mind 
of  Martial's  defcnption  of  Etna: 

Cupula  jacent  flammis,  Se  trifti  merd  fa- 

viua. 

In  the  parts  of  Naples  neareA 
Vefuvius,  whilft  the  eruption  lail- 
cd,  a  mixed  fmell,  like  that  of 
fulphur,  with  the  vapours  of  an 
iron  foundery,  was  fenfible ;  but 
nearer  to  the  mountain  that  fmell 
was  very  oiFcnfivc,  as  I  have  often 
found  it  in  my  vifiis  to  Vefuvius 
during  an  eruption. 


Thus,  Sir,  have  I  endeavoured 
tp  convey  to  you  at  leaft  a  faint 
idea  of  a  icene  fo  glorious  and  fu- 
blime  as,  perhaps,  may  have  ne- 
ver before  been  viewed  by  human 
eyes,  at  lea^  in  fnch  perfedion. 

I  am  fenfible,  from  the  traces  of 
them  I  have  obferved  in  the  vol- 
canic 11  rata,  which  compofe  che 
greatefl  part  of  this  country,  that 
lere  have  been  many  more  confi- 
derable  eruptions  than  the  oae 
juft  defcribed ;  yet,  moil  probably, 
thofe  very  violent  erupuons  muft 
either  have  been  attended  with 
earthquakes,  and  other  fucb  alarm- 
ins;  circnmilances,  as  to  make  the 
beholders  lefs  attentive  to  the 
beauty  of  the  fcenes  fuch  pheno- 
mena offered  than  to  their  own 
fafety;  or  clouds  of  fmoke  and 
aihes,  as  is  ufually  the  cafe  in  all 
great  eruptions,  muft  have  fo  far 
obfcured  the  volcano,  as  to  exhi- 
bit only  a  confufed  mafs  of  fire  and 
(moke. 

WhilH  we  had  been  enjoying 
the  extraordinary  fight  of  this  gi- 
gantic fountain  of  liquid  fire  in 
perfed  fafety,  the  unfortunate  in- 
habitants of  the  other  fide  of  the 
mountain  of  Somma,  particularly 
at  Ottaiano  and  Caccia-bella,  were 
involved  in  that  dark  and  foot/ 
cloud  which  formed  fo  proper  a 
back  ground  to  our  bright  pidure, 
and  were  pelted  with  ftones  and 
fcoriae  of  lava;  but  I  (hall  pre- 
fently  give  you  a  particular  de- 
fcripcion  of  their  truly  diftrcfsful 
ficuations,  jufl  as  I  had  it  from 
many  of  the  poor  fufferers  them- 


•  The  light  difFoffd  by  this  hii^^c  column  of  fire  wai  fo  ftro»^g,  that  the  ttiott 
minute  objefVs  cfjiild  be  dirccmed  clearly  wiiliin  theconipafs  6f  ten  miles  or  more 
rotfnd  the  mountain.  Mr.  Morris,  nn  Kng1il>i  gcnilemnn,  told  me,  that  at 
Sorrento,  which  is  twelve  miles  f(gm  Vefuvius,  he  read  the  title  page  of  a  book 
by  that  volcanic  light. 
.  .  iblves. 
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felvts,  When  I  vifiled  thut  part  of 
the  country  ft  few  4tys  iifc«r  tbU; 
eruption. 

Mond«y»  Aug.  9,  abottsaiafi 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  (he  ^uy^th; 
lever- fit  of  4e  tfdOunMin  began  jta  ^ 
manifell  itfelf  by  ibe  ufofti  Cymf- 
tottiit  fuch  ^  a  rubterraneou»  boil- 
ing noife,  violent  explofionj  of  in*^ 
flamed  matter  from  the  crater'  of 
the  voicanp.,  accompanied  wUK . 
Cmokeand  a(hesy  which  fymptoms. 
encreafed  every  iaftant.  The  fiftqice 
was  of  two  forts ;  the  one  ^s  white 
as  fnow,  and  the  other  as  black  aa 
jet. 

The  white,  as  defcribed  in  the 
former  part  of  this  journal,  rolled 
gently  mafs  over  rnafs^  re.fe mblijorg 
bales  of  the  fofceft  cotton ;  and  the 
black  compofed  of  fcori«  and  mi- 
nute aihes  ihot  up  wich  force  in  the 
midft  of  the  white  fmoke,  which, 
from  the  minerals,  was  alfo  fome- 
times  tinged  with  yellow,  blue, 
and  green.  Prefently  fuch  a  cr&r 
nendousmafs  of  chefe  accumulated 
clouds  ftood  over  Vefuvius  as  feem- 
ed  to  threaten  .  Naples  again,  and 
adaally  made  the  mpoantain  itielf 
appear  a  mole- hill. 

This  day's  eruption  was  fimilar 
to  that  of  ThurCday  laA,  but  many 
degrees  more  violent.  Some  ilones^ 
thrown  near  as  high  as  thofe  of 
la  ft  nighty  ^ell  on  the  moontain 
of  Somroa,  and  fec>,fire  to  the 
brujh-wood  with  which  it  is  co- 
vered ;  but  there  being  little  wind, 
and  that  wefterly,  the  volcanic 
matter  rofe«and  fell  in  a  more  per- 
pendicular diredion,  and  Ottaiaoo 
did  not  faffer  by  this  day's  erup- 
tion ;  but  moft  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  towns  on  the  borders  of  Ve- 
fuvius ded  to  Naples,  alarmed  by 
the  tremendous  clouds^  and  th^ 
loud  explofions. 
Vol.  XXIIL 


We  remarked,  chat  feveral  yerf 
large  ftpnes*  after  baviog  mounttd 
to  an  immeafe  height,  formed  a 
parabola,  leaving  Mhind  them  a 
traee  ef  whiise  fnoke  ifaat  m^ked. 
their  cborfe :  (bma  borft  in  the  air 
exactly,  like.  bopibs>  and  others  ML 
into  the.  yalley  between  Somaa 
and  Vefnviaa  without  burftingi 
others  again  h^nrtk  into  a  thoufaad 
plecei  loon  after  .their  emiffioni 
from  the  crater :  they  might  v^ry. 
If  operiy  be  called  volcanic  b6mbs»^ 
In  the  fmoke  ifl*aing  from  the 
er-ater  of  Vefuvius>  we  often  re* 
marked  a  fuddea  briik  and  <mu 
yering  motion,  which  feemed  to 
communicate  itfelf  inftantaaeouflx 
from  one  cloud  to  another,  and 
fometimes  affeded  thofe  that  wars 
very  high  in  the  great  mafs  above 
the  volcano.  Though  I  could  not 
difcern .  any  ele&ical  fire,  yet  1 
make  no  doubt|  but  that  the  efieft 
above-mentioned  was^occaiioned  by 
it,  and  would  bave  been  viiible  in 
the  night-time. 

Upon  the  whole,  thisday's erup-^ 
tion  was  very  alarming :  until  the 
lava  broke  out  about  two  o'clock; 
And  rai|  three  ^miles  between  the 
two  mountains,  we  were  in  conti* 
nnal  apprehenfion  of  fome  fatal 
«vent.  It  ^oatiajued  to  run  about 
three  hours,  during  which  time 
every  other  fymptom  of  the  monn- 
tain-fever  gradually  abated,  an^ 
at  fevea  o'clock  at  night  all  waa 
calm.  • 

It  was  univerially  remarked,  that 
the  air  this  ni^ht,  for  many  hours 
afcer  the  erupftton,  was  filled  witk 
meteors,  fuch  as  are  viilgarly  called 
falling  ftarsi  they  ihot  generalif 
in  a  horisioQtal  diredioo,  leavinig 
a  luminous  trace  behinid  tbem,  but 
which  quickly  difappeared.  Tha 
night  was  tamarirahiy  iit%  ftar- 
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I'^hfr,  and  witbovta  cioii4.  'fkis 
kind  of  d^rical  fire  feemed  to  be 
Jmrmlefs^  and  nifirer  to  retch  the 
ground  ;  whereas:  that  with  which 
the  black  Volcanic  clood  of  tall 
ni|ht  was  pregnant  apMareiT  jnif- 
ohievons,  like  the  lirntning  that 
attends'a  fetere  thHnder  fiorm;  a» 
we.  fliould  aodpnbtedly  have  ex- 
perienced liad  4ht  eruption  conti- 
nued l^tig^,  ittd  the  ctond  fpread 
t»tt  Napl^5;  *r\h  fame  kind  of 
lightning  prored  fiital  to  feverat 
^opte,  and  did  greift  damage  with- 
in the  fptoce  of  many  miles  roan<l 
VefnWtts  dnrlHg  its  great  eruption 
6f  f&i  I »  as  is  mentioned  in  one  of 
Idy  former  letters  on  this  fubje^.    * 

During  this  day's  eruption,  the 
fcKcs  of  St.  Januarios  were  carried 
fa  proceffipri,  ahd  expofed  to  the 
ftnous  mountain  from  the  bridge 
cf  the  Maddtlena,  amklftaprofH- 
gious  conconrfe  of  people,  who  are 
kt  this  moment  well  convinced, 
that  to  this  ceremony  alone  Naples 
may  attribute  its  hstppy  efcape. 

It  was  from 'their  Sicilian  ma- 
jellies  pHlice  at  Paufilipo  that  I 
made  my  obfervations  on  this 
day'^  erupAoii,  and  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  their  majeftjes,  who  had 
1)eeh  |>ieafed  to  fend  for  hie  in  thh 
morning,  ks  fbon  a^  the  volcano 
became  tnrbulcnt/  ' 

Taefday,  Aiignft  lo,  Vefuviirs 
-was  quiet.  •  ■ 
*  Wcdnfr0By/%^cig.  ri;  about  Tlx 
o'plopk  in  the  ^^ornlpg,  the  fifch 
'and  laft  fevcr-lfit  rfthc  motintiin 
tame  on,  ami^gratlaally  eocreafed. 
-About  t^vclre*  o'clnrfc,  it  vrm  at  its 
*hcight  •,  and  V^^y  Viotent  indeed. 


the  explofions  being  loudar  ihan 
thofe  that  attended  the  former' 
eruptions :  we  cpuid  not  judge  of 
die  height  of  the  voflies  of  ih>nes 
fliird  (corie,  aft  Ibme  rainy  cloudr 
were  blended  with  the  volcanic 
ones,*  and  hid  the  upper  part  of 
the  cone  and  crater  of  Vefavius 
from  our  view." 

The  (kme  mountains  erf"  white 
cotton-like  clouds,  piled  one  over 
another,  rofe  to  fuch  an  extraor- 
dinary height,  and  formed  fuch  a 
coloflkl-  roafs  over  Vefuvios,  as 
cannot  poflibly  be  (Scribed,  or 
fcarcely.  imagined.  It  may  have, 
been  from  a  fcene  of  this  kind, 
that  the  ancient  poets  took  their 
ideas  of  the  giants  waging  war 
with  Jnpitcr. 

•  About  live  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing the  eruption  ceafed,  fome  raia 
having  fallen  this  day,  which  hav- 
ing been  greatly  impregnated  with 
the  corroftve  falts  of  the  volcano, 
did  much  damage  to  the  vines  im 
its  neighbourhood: 

Thurfday  and  Friday,  Aug,  iz 
and  13,  Vefuvius  continued  to 
fmoke  confiderably,  and  at  times 
flight  exploftons  were  heard,  like 
cannon  at  a  great  diftance ;  but 
there  have  been  no  more  throw* 
from  its  crater,  nor  any  ftreams  ctf 
lava  from  its  fidiiks,  lince  Wed- 
nefday  laH.    • 

On  Siatordtiy,  Aug.  15,  I  went, 
accompanied  fey  Count  Lamberg, 
the  imperial  minifter  at  this  court, 
tovifii  Otraiano  and  Caccia-bell^, 
the  diftriA  which  had  been  moft 
feverely  treated  by  the  Jieavy  and 
deilrudlive  fhoweroF  volcanic  mat- 


f    *  It  has  betn  rr marked  b; 
"vius,  that  In  its" irruptions 
-light  j"  r--'  ^-^--  '    r.^.'„. 


by  ^hc  oldcll  people  in  the 
x\\c  vvilcano  h  fubjein  to  : 


nei^^.tboprhood  of  Vefu- 
a  crii'i-J  at  noon  anJ  mul- 


nigh'tj"  and  ind^eJ^  fnom  iny"  (j>\tf  obJ'cr/atioiT,  I  believe  ftiat  leniatk'tb  be  well 
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itT  from  the  crater  of  Vefttviutlafl 
Sunday  night. 

Soon  alter  havinc;  pafled  the 
town  of  Somma,  we  oegan  to  per- 
creive  that  the  beat  o?  the  fiery 
ihower  which  had  fallen  ia  its 
neighbourhood  had  afFe^ed  the 
leaves  of  the  trees  and  vines;  which 
we  found  dill  more  parched  and 
ihriveUed  in  proportion  as  we  ap- 
proached the  town  of  Ottaiano> 
which  may  be  about  three  miles 
from  Somma*  At  about  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  mile  from  Somma,  we 
began  to  perceive  freih  cinders  or 
fcorise  of  lava^  thinly  fcattered  on 
the  road  and  in. the  fields.  Every 
fiep  we  advanced  we  found  them 
of  a  larger  dimenfion»  and  ip 
greater  abundance. '  At  the  diflance 
of  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Octaiano^ 
the  foil  was  totally  covered  by 
them,  and  the  leaves  and  fruit 
were  either  entirely  firipped  from 
the  trees,  or  remained  thinly  on 
them,  fhrivelled  and  dried  up  by 
the  intenfe  heat  of  the  volcanic 
ihower* 

After  having  paiTed  through  the 
moil  fertile  countryj^  abounding 
with  trees  loaded  with  fruits  of 
every  kind,  and  the  moil  luxuriant 
vegeULtion,  through  gay  villages 
crowded  with  chearful  luhabitants, 
to  come  at  on^e  to  fuch  a  fcene  of 
de&lation  and  mifetj,  afording  to 


oar  view  nothing  but  heaps  ot 
black  cinders  and  afhes,  blafied 
trees^  ruined  hou fes,  with  a  few 
of  their  fcattered  inhabitants  juil 
returned  with  ghailly^  difmayed 
countenances^  to  fUrvey  the  ha-> 
vock  done  to  their,  tenements  and 
habitations^  and  from  which  they 
themfelves  had  witk  much  difficulty 
efcaped  alive  on  Sunday  laft,  was 
fuch  a  melancholy  fcene,  as  caa 
neither  be  defcribed  or  forgotten. 

We  found  the  roof  of  hb  Siclliaa 
majeftyS  fporting  feat  at  Caccia* 
bella  much  damaged  by  the  fall  of 
large  dojies  an^  heavy  icoris,  fom^ 
of  which,  after  having  been  broken 
by  their  fall  through  the  roof,  ftill 
weighed  upwards  of  thirty  pounds. 
This  place,  in  a  diteGt  line^  can- 
not be  lefs  than  four  miles  from  thd 
crater  of  Vefuvius.' 

The  moil  authentic  accounts 
have  been  received  of  the  fall  q( 
fmall  volcanic  ilones  and  cindera 
(fome  of  which  weighed  two  ounces) 
at  Beqevento,  Poggiit,  and  Monte 
Miieto,  upwards  of  thirty  miles 
from  Vefuvius  *  ;  but  What  is  moH 
extraordinary  (as  there  was  but  lit- 
tle wind  during  the  eruption  of  the 
eighth  of  Augail)^,  minute  afhes 
fell  thick  that  very  night  upon 
the  town  of  Manfrcdonia,  which  is 
at  the  diflanc^pf  1^1  hundred  mika 
from  Vefuvius  t* ,,    ^  ^ 


•  The  Prince  of  Monte  Mlleto  told  me,  that  his  Ton*  thq  iJuke  of  Popoli* 
who  was  at  Monte  Miltto  the  8th  of  Auguft,  had  been  alarmed  by  the  dlowcr 
of  cinders  that  fell  there,  fome  of  which  he  had  fent  to  Naolesi  weighing  f^o 
ounces  ;  and  that  ftones  of  an  ounce  had,  fallen  upon  an  eftatc  of  his  ten  mile* 
farther  off.     Monte  f^ileto  is  aboxit  thirty  miles  from  the  volcano^. 

t  The  Abbe  Galini,  well  knownf  in  the  literary  worlds  told  me,  that  his 
lifter,  a  nun  in  a  Convent  at  Manfredonia,  had  wrote  to  cnqilire  after  him, 
imagi»ing  that  Naples  mtift  have  been  dcftroyed,  when  thcy>  at  fo  great  a  dif- 
tance,  had  been  fo  much  alarmed  by  a  ihower  of  minute  alhes*  which  fell  on 
that  city  at  eleven  o^clock  at  night,  Aue.  8,  as  to  open  all  the  churches,  and 
go  to  prayers.  As  the  great  eruption  happened  at  nine  o'clock  at  n  ght,  the 
alhet  muft  have  travelled  an  hundred  miles  within  the  ftiort  fpace  of  two  hours. 
^  Q  2  '     Theft 
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Thefe  h€ti  (sent  to  confirm  the 
extreme  fappofed  height  of  the  co- 
lumn of  fire  that  iflued  from  the 
crater  of  Vefuvia*  laft  Sunday 
nig^hc,  and  are  greatly  inTupport 
of  what  we  find  recorded  tn  the 
hiflory  of  Vefavius  with  refpeft  to 
the  fall  of  its  afhes  at  an  aniazinv 
diftance,  and  in  a  ftort  fpace  of 
time,  daring  its-violent  eruptions. 

We  proceeded  from  Caccta  bella 
to  Ottaiano,  which  is  a  mile  nearef 
to  Vefavius,   and  is  reckoned  to 
contain    twelve   thoufaod  inhabi- 
tants^    Nothing  could   be    more 
difmal  than  the  fight  of  this  town, 
onroofed,  half  buried  under  blaCk 
fcoriae  and  a  flies ;  all  the  windows 
towatds  the  mountain  broken,  and 
fomc    of    the    houfes    themfclves 
burnt ;  the  ftreets  choaked  up  with 
thefe  aihes  (in  fome  that  were  nar- 
row,   the    itratum    was    not    lefs 
than  four  feet  thick) ;  and  a  few  of 
the  inhiibitanrs  juft  returned  were 
employed  in  clearing  them  awav, 
and  piling  up  the  a£es  in  hiilocKs 
to    get    at    their    ruined   houfes. 
Others  were  •  aflem bled    in    little 
groups, enquiringafter  their  frrends 
and     neighbours,    relating    eaph 
other's  woes,  croffing  themfelvei, 
and  lifting  tip  their  eyes  to  Heaven 
'  when  they  mentioned  their  mira- 
culbus  escapes.  Some  Monks,  who 


1780. 


were  in  their  eon  vent  during  the 
whole  of  the  horrid  ihower,  gave 
us  the  following  particulars,  which 
they  related  with  folemnity  and 
prccifion. 

The  mountain  of  Somma,  at  the 
foot  of  which  Ottaiano  is  fituatrd, 
hides  Vefuyius  from  its  fight,  fo 


that  till  the  eruption  became  con - 
fiderable,    it   was    not  vifible    to 
them.     On    Sunday    night,  when 
the  noife  encrcafea,  and   the  fire 
began  to  appear  above  the  moun- 
tain of  Somma,  many  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  town   flew  to  the 
churches,  and  others  were  prepar- 
ing to  quit  the  t6wn,  when  a  lud- 
den  violent  report  was  heard  ;  focn 
after  which  they  found  themfelves 
involved  in  a  thick  cloud  of  fmoke 
and  minute  afhes:  a  horrid  clash- 
ing noife  wai  heard  in  the  air,  and 
prefently  fell   a  deluge  of  ftones 
and   large  fcoriae,  fome  of  which 
fcoriac   were,  of  the  diameter   of 
feven  or  eight  feet;  and  muft  have 
weighed   more    than    an  hundred 
pounds  before  they  were  broken  by 
their  fall,  as   fome  of  the   frag- 
ments of  them,  which  I  picked  up 
in  the  ftrcets,  ftill  weighed  upwards 
of  fixty  pounds.  When  thefe  large 
vitrified  mafTes  either  (Iruck  againll 
one  another  in  the  air,  or  fell  on 
the  ground,  they  broke  in  many 
pieces,  and  covered  a  large  fpace 
around  them  with  vivid  fparks  of 
fire,    which    communicated    their 
heat  to  every  thing  that  was  cor.i- 
buftible*.     fn  an  inftantthe  town 
and  countryabout  it  was  on  fire  in 
many  parts ;  for  in  the  vineyards 
there  werefcveral  ftravv  huts,  which 
had' been  cre^ed  for  the  watchmen 
of  the  grapes,  all  of  which  were 
burnt.    A  great  magazine  of  wood 
in  the  heart  of  the  town  was  all  in 
a  blaze,  and,  had  there  been  much 
wii\d,  the  flames  mufl  have  fpread 
univerfally,    and   all  the  inhabi- 
tant! would  have  infallibly  been 


•  Thefe  mafles  were  formed"  of  the  liquid  lava,  the  exterior  pans  of  which 
had  become  Wack  and  porous  by  coolmg  in  the  long  traverfc  thcv  had  made 
through  the  atr,  whilft  the  interior  parts,  lefs  expofed,  retained  an  extreme  heat, 
*'»nd  were  perfectly  red. 

bttrftt 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NATURAL    HISTORY. 


85 


tmrnt  «n  their  houfes,  for  it  was 
impoflible  for  them  to  ftir  out. 
Some  who  attempted  it  with  pil- 
lows, tables^  chairs»  the  tops  of 
wine  cafks,  ^c.  on  their  heads, 
were  either  knocked  down,  or 
fooa  driven  back  to  their  clofe 
quarters  under  arches,  and  in  the 
cellars  of  their  houfes.  Many  were 
wounded,  but  only  two  perfons 
have  died  of  the  wounds  they  re- 
ceived from  this  dreadful  volcanic 
ihower.  To  add  to  the  horror  of 
the  fcene,  inceiTint  volcanic  lighc- 
iiing  was  whifking  about  the  black 
cloud  that  furrounded  them,  and 
the  fulphureoas  fmeil  and  heat 
would  fcarcely  allow  them  to  draw 
their  breach. 

In  this  miferable  and  alai^ing 
iituation  they  remained  about 
twenty- five  minutes,  when  the  vol- 
canic ilorm  ceafedall  at  once,  and 
the  frightened  inhabitants  of  Ot- 
taiano,  apprehending  a  frefli  at- 
tack from  the  turbulent  mountain, 
haftily  quitted  the  country,  after 
having  depofited  the  ftck  and  bed- 
riddcn,  at  their  own  defire,  in  the 
churches. 

Had  the  eruptio;i  laded  an  hour 
longer,  Ortaiano  mod  have  re* 
mained  exactly  in  the  ilate  of  Pom- 
peia,  which  was  buried  under  the 
afhes  of  Vefuvius  juft  1700  years 
ago,  witli  moft  of  its  inhabitants, 
whofe  bones  are  to  this  day  fre- 
quently found  under  arches  and  in 
die  cellars  of  the  houfes  of  that 
ancient  city. 

-  We  were  told  of  many  miracles 
that  had  been  wrought  by  the 
images  of  faints  at  this  place  dur- 
ing the  Ute  difafler;  but,  as  they 
are  quite  foreign  to  my  purpofe,  I 
(ball,  as  ufuaf,  pafs  them  over  in 
filence. 

The  palace  of  the  Prince  of  Ot- 


taiano  is  fituated  on  an  eminence 
above  the  town,  and  nearer  the 
mountain  :  the  deps  leading  up  to 
it,  being  deeply  covered  with  vol- 
canic matter,  refemblcd  the  cone 
of  Vefuvius,  and  the  white  marble 
(latues  on  the  baluflrade  made  a 
fingular  appearance  peeping  from 
under  the  black  afhes,  which  had 
entirely  covered  both  the  balu- 
flrade and  their  pedeflals.  The 
roof  of  the  palace  was  totally  dc- 
ftroycd,  and  the  windows  w^re 
broken  ;  but  the  houfe  icfelf,  bein 
ftroagly  built,  had  not  fuiTere' 
much. 

We  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
here  exadly  the  quality  of  the 
dreadful  (howcr,  as  the  volcanic 
matter  which  broke  through  the 
roof  of  the  palace,  and  fell  into  the 
garrets,  on  the  balconies  and  in  the 
courts,  had  not  been  removed.  It 
was  compofed  of  the  fcorias  of 
fre(h  lava  much  vitrified,  great  and 
fmall,  mixed  with  fragments  of 
ancient  folid  lavas  of  diiFereot 
forts  :  many  pieces  were  enveloped 
by  the  new  lava,  which  formed  a 
cruft  about  them  ;  and  others  were 
only  flightly  varnilhed  by  the  frefh 
lava.  Theie  kind  of  (lones  being 
verv  compadl,  and  fome  weighing 
eignt  or  ten  pounds,  mnfl  have 
fallen  with  greater  force  than  the 
heavier  fcoriae,  which  were  very 
porous,  and  had  the  great  furfacc 
a  bove-  m  en  tion  ed  • 

The  palace  of  Ottaiano  is  built 
on  a  thick  ftratum  of  ancient 
lava,  which  ran  from  the  mountain 
of  Somma  when  in  its  adive  voU 
canic  Hate.  Under  this  ftratum 
we  were  (hewn  three  erottoes,  from 
which  iifaes  a  confiant  «Ktrema 
cold  wind,  and^t  times  with  im« 
petuofity,  and  a  noiie  like  water 
daihing   upon   rocks.     They  are 
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Ibat  up  with  doors  like  cellars,  and 
uxc  made  ufe  of  as  fuch,  as  al fo  to 
Iceep  provifioDs  frefh  and  to  cool 
liquors.  I  had  never  feen  thefe 
wentaroli  before.  In  my  letter 
to  Dr.  Maty,  upon  the  natuffe  of 
the  foil  round  Nap^c^  I  have 
mentioned  others  of  the  fame  kind 
(hat  I  had  met  with  on  Vefuvius, 
Etna,  and  in  the  Ifland  of  tfchia*. 

We  obferved,  that  the  trad  of 
country  completely  covered  with  a 
fb'atum  .of  the  volcanic  matter 
above  mentioned  was  about  two 
lailei  and  a  half  broad,  and  as 
much  in  length,  in  which  fpace 
^e  vines  ^nd  fruit-trees  were  to- 
tally ftriut  of  their  leaves  and  fruit, 
and  had  the  appearance  of  being 
quite  burnt  up;  but,  to  my  great 
iurprize,  having  vifited  that  coun- 
try 4gain  two  days  ago,  I  faw 
tbofe  very  trees,  which  were  apple, 
pear,  peach,  and  apricot,  in  blof- 
fom  again,  and  fome  with  the  fruit 
already  fomed,  and  of  the  fize  of 
hazle  nuts.  The  vines  there  had 
a}fo  put  forth  freih  leaves,  and 
were  in  bloom.  Many  foxes^ 
hares,  and  other  game,  were  de-. 
ilroyed  by  the  fiery  (hower  in  the 
.diftri£t    of   Somma   and    Ottai'a- 

BOf. 

His  Sicilian  majeily,  whofegood- 
liefs  of  heart  inclines  him  on  all. 
Dccafions  to  (hew  his  benevolence 
and  afliil  the  unfortunate*  has  CM^- 


dered  a  confiderable  fum  of  nuMiey 

to  be  didributcd  among  the  un- 
happy fufFerers  of  Qttaiano  and  ita 
neighbourhood. 

On  the  i8ch  of  September  I 
went  upon  Mount  Vefuvius,  ac- 
companied by  Lord  Herbert  ao4 
my  ufual  guide.  We  could  not 
poilibly  reach  its  crater,  being  co- 
vered with  a  thick  fm'oke,  too  ful- 
phureous  and  offeniive  to  be  en« 
countered ;  neither  would  it  have 
been  prudent  to  have  ventured  up« 
had  there  not  been  that  impedi- 
ment, as  it  was  evident^  from  the 
loud  reports  we  heard  from  time  to 
time,  that  there  exiiled  ftill  a  great 
fermentation  within  the  bowels  of 
the  volcano.  We  therefore  con- 
tented ourfelves  with  examining  the 
elFeds  of  the  late  extraordinary 
eruption  on  it^  cone,  and  in  the 
valley  between  it  and  the  mouncaia 
of  Somma, 

The  conical  part  of  Vefuvius  is 
now  covered  with,  fragment  of 
lava  and  fcorise,  which  maizes  the 
afcent  much  more  difficult  aftd 
troublefome  than  when  ii  was  only 
covered  with  minute  afhea.  The 
particularity '  of  this  lail  eruption 
was,  that  the  lava  which  uiually 
ran  out  of  the  ^^nks  of  the  vol- 
cano, forming  cafcades,  rivers, 
and  rivulets  of  liquid  fire,  was  now 
chiefly  thrown  lap  from  its  crater 
in  the  form  of  a  gigantic  fountain 


*  At  Cefi,  in  the  Roman  State,  towards  the  Adriatic,'  there  are  many  fuch 
^^fenUtroli'y  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  by  means  of  leaden  pipes^  condu^ 
the  irtd^  air  from  them  into  the  yery  ropfne  of  their  boufes,  fo  that  by  turning  a 
fock  they  can  cpol  them  to  any  degree.  Some  who  have  refined  ftiJl  more  upon 
this  luxuiy,  by  fmaller  pipes,  bring  this  cold  air  under  the  dining  table,  fo  as 
to  cool  the  buttle  pf  liquor  upon  it. 

f  Having  had  the  honour  of  ijeing  on  a  fhooting  party  lately  with  the  King 
of  Naples,  at  the  foot  of  Vefuvius  and  Somma,  feveral  dead  hares  were  founa, 
and  we  killed  others  whofe  backs  were  quite  bare^  the  fnr  having  been  dnged 
•ff  9f  them  )>y  the  hot  a&es. 
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ef  fire*,  which  ftllhig  ftill  id  fbme 
degree  of  fa(ion,faas,  in  a  man- 
ner, cafed  up  the  conical  part'  of 
Vefuvius  with  a  ftratum  of  hard 
fcorise  :  on  the  iide  next  the  moun- 
tain of  Somma,  th^  ftratoin  i^ 
furely  more  than  oile  hundred  feefe 
thick,  forming  a  high  ridge.  The 
valley  between  Vefuvius  and  Som- 
ma  has  received  foch  a  prodigious 
t]uantity  of  lava  and  other  volcanic 
mattef  during  this  lad  eruption, 
that-  it  is  raided,  as  is  imagined, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  or 
more.  Three  fuch  eruptions  as 
the  lad  would  completely  fiU  up 
the  valley,  and,  by  uniting  Ve- 
fuvius and  Somma,  form  them  into 
one  mountain,  as  they  moft  proba- 
bly were  before  the  great  eruption 
in  the  reign  of  Titus.  In  (hort,  I 
found  the  whole  ffte  of  Vefuvius 


changed.  Thofe 'curious  channels^ 
in  which  the  Java  ran  in  the  month 
of  May  laft,  are  all  biiried.  The 
.volcano  appears  to  have  likewi^fb 
encreafed  in  height;  the  form  of 
the  crater '  is  changed,  a  great 
piece  of  its  rim  towards  Somma 
being  wanting;  and  on  the  fide 
towards  the  fea  it  is  affo  broken* 
There  are  Some  very  large  cracks 
towa.rds  the  poiiit  of  the  cone  of 
the  volcano,  which  makes  it  pro* 
bable,  that  more  of  the  bbrders  of 
the  crater  will  fall  in.  The  ridge 
of  frefh  volcanic  matter  on  the 
cone  of  Vefuvius  towards  Somma, 
and  the  thick  ftracum  in  the 
valley,  are  likewifc  fuM  of  cracks, 
from  which  there  iflues  a  conftant 
fulphureou9  fmokethac  tinges  them 
and  the  circumjacent  fcoriae  and 
cinders   with   a   deep  yellow,    or 


*  Sorrcntmo  mentions,  in  his  Ifloria  del  Vefuvio,  that  the  vofcano  In  1676 
Vented  itfelf  in  the  Iilce  manner:  **  Non  a  toncnti  modo  mando  fuori  le  fue 
vifcere,  ma  tutti  in  aria  hnenolla."  Such  wonderful,  violent,  and  fudden  cmif- 
fions  of  liquid  lava  muft  have  been  occafioned  by  Ibme  accidental  and  extraof* 
diaary  caufe;  and  I  was  inclined  to  think,  that  a  fudden  communication  of  wai- 
ter with  the  lava  in  fufton  might  be  the  occafion  cf  Tucb  a  phnenomenon,  parti- 
cularly as  wc  know  that  pooU  of  rain'^water  have  been  found  funnerly  in  ca- 
verns within  the  bowels  of  Vel'uvius;  and  that  a  river,  fuppcied  to  be  that  an*- 
cieritly  called  Drnco,  and  which  was  buried  by  an  ancient  eruption,  burft  out 
Tome  years  ago  with  fuch  force,  from  und -r  Vijh'/Ttum  of  iav:^  at  Torre  del  Gre- 
co, as  to  be.fufiicient  to  turn  mills  there;  but  a  iate  curious  experiment,  men- 
tioned by  Monf.  de  Faujas,  in  his  Rcchtrsrhes  fur  les  Volcans  eteints,  p.  176, 
feems  to  contradiA  my  luppofition  j  and  that  water  introduced  to  the  furnace  of 
.a  volcano,  finding  there  a  more  rarefied  air,  would  not  produce  an  explofion* 
Monf.  Deflaudes,  Direflor  of  the  Koyal  ManufriOure  ot  Looking  g4ais  at  St. 
Gobin,  made  the  foiiowiiig  experiment  in  17^8,  in  the  prefeiice  ofthc  Dnkede 
la  Rochfoucauit,  Monf.  de  Faunas,  an<i  others.  He  poured  ibme  water  upon  a 
quantity  of  glafs  in  fufion,  and  which  bad  been  in  th:U  ftate  in  the  crucible  for 
twelve  nours.  The  witer  did  not  occafion  the  haft  fermentation  j  but,  on  the 
contrary,  roiled  upon  its  furface,  without  even  producing  any  finoke  ;  and  af- 
ter having  become:  feemingiy  red-hot,  like  the  metal  in  tufion,  difapj^ared  in 
about  three  minutes,  without  having  occafioned  the  leaft  explofion.  If  the 
great  emifHons  of  lava  above-aoentioned  were  not  then  occafioned  by  winter 
mixing  with  the  lava,  may  not  they  have  been  proiluced  by  violent  fubterm- 
neous  exhalations  having  forced  their  way  into  the  cauldron  of  .the  volcano  (if 
I  may  be  allowed  the  expreilion)  replete  with  matter  in  t'ufioq,  and  blown  its 
whole  coA tents,  with  what  even  oppofed  its  pailagei  a(  ^^  into  the  air* 
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fometimes  &  white  tint.  Thefe  Itft 
mentioned  crackS|  thoagh  deep» 
do  not,  as  I  apprehend,  pafs  the 
ftratum  formed  by  the  lad  erup* 
tion,  and  which*  from  its  extreme 
Chicknefs,  particularly  in  the  val- 
ley, will  probably  reuin  a  great 
degree  of  heat  for  fome  years  to 
come*  as  did  i^  tl^c(c  ftratum  of 
lava  ijitLt  ran  into  the  fiji  gragdf 
in  the  year  1767. 

The  nirmber  and  fiase  of  the 
ftones,  or,  more  properly  (peak- 
ing,  of  the  fragments  of  lava  which 
have  bee]»  thrown  out  c^  the  vol- 
cano in  the  coarfe  of  the  laft  erup- 
tion, and  which  lie  fcattered  thick 
on  the  cone  of  Yefuvjusi  and  at 
the  foot  of  it,  is  really  incredible. 
The  largeft  we  ipeafured  was  in 
circumference  no  lefs  than  one 
hundred  and  eight  Engliih  feet, 
and  feventeen  feet  high.  It  is  a 
^olid  block,  and  is  much  vitrified : 
In  fome  parts  of  it  the|e  are  large 
pieces  of  pure  glafs,  of  a  brown 
yellow  colour,  like  that  of  which 
our  common  bottles  are  made,  and 
chrodghout  its  pores  feem  to  be 
filled  with  perfieA  vitrifications  of 
the  fame  fort.  The  fpot  where 
it  alighted  is  plainly  marked  by  a 
deep  impreffion  aln^ qd  at  the  foot 
of  the  cone  of  the  vo!c;^no,  and  it 
took  three  bounds  before  it  fettled, 
,  as  is  plainly  perceived  by  the 
marks  it  has  left  on  the  ground, 
and  by  the  ftones  which  it  has 
pounded  to  atoms  under  its  prodi- 
gious weight.  When  we  coniider 
the  enormous  fize  and  weight  of 
fuch  ^  foiid  xpafs^  thrown  at  leaft 


a  quarter  of  a  mile  clear  of  the 
mouth  of  the  vplcano,  we  can 
but  admire  the  wonderful  powers 
of  nature,  of  which*  being  to  very 
feldom  within  the  reach  of  human 
infpe£lion,  we  are  in  general  coo 
ept  to  judge  upon  much  too  fmall 
a  fcalc. 

Another  foiid  block  of  aocient 
lava,  ffxty-fix  feetin  circumference, 
end  nineteen  feet  high,  being 
nearly  of*  a  fpherical  (nape,  was 
thrown  out  at  the  fame  time,  ^nd 
lies  near  the  former.  T^^  flone, 
which  ha$  the  marks  of  having 
been  rounded,  nay,  ilmoft  polic- 
ed, by  cQntinual  rolling  in  tor- 
rents, or  on  the  fea-fhore,  and 
which  yet  has  been  fo  undoubtedly  • 
thrown  out  of  the  volcano,  may 
be  the  Tubjed  of  curious  fpecula- 
tions  *.  Another  block  of  fblid 
lava  that  was  thrown  much  farther, 
and  lies  in  the  valley  between  the 
cone  of  Yefuvius  and  the  Hermi- 
tage, is  fixteen  feet  high,  and 
ninety* two  feet  in  circumference, 
though  it  plainly  appears,  by  the 
large  fragments  that  lie  round, 
and  were  detached  from  it  by  the 
fhock  of  iis  fall,  that  it  muft  have 
been  twice  as  confiderable  when  in 
the  air. 

There  arc  thoufaods  of  very 
large  fragments  of  different  fpe- 
cies  of  ancient  and  mtxiern  lavas, 
that  lie  fcattered  by  the  late  explp- 
fions  on  the  cone  of  Vefuvius,  and 
in  the  vallies  at  its  foot ;  bot  dief^ 
three  were  the  largeft  of  thpfe  we 
|neaf)ired  f. 

We 


*  Or  may  not  thi^  ftone  be  a  fpheficafl  volcanic  bafalt,  fuch  as  one  of  forty- 

JVC  feetin  circumference,  dcrcribed  by  Monf.  Faujas  de St.  Fond,  in  p.  155.  of 
is  curious  book  on  the  j(Vibje£^  of  exttngmflieii  volcanos } 
t  We  meafured  two  other  ftones  in  the  valley  between  9omma  and  Vefuvios ; 
llff  one  ^a^  twenty  two  feet  and  a  half  Iong>  thirteen  feet  and  a  half  broad,  ana 
*  .  '  tCH 
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We  foand  aHb  taany  fragmenti 
of  thofe  volcsuw;  bombs  that  burd 
in  the  w,  ai  mentipned  ia  the 
former  part  of  this  Joornal;  aod 
fome  epcire,  having  fallea  to  eke 
ground  wicbouc  burAing.  The 
Ireih  red-hot  axid  liquid  hva  hav- 
ing  been  thrown  up  with  number* 
leS  fragments  of  ancient  lavas,  the 
latter  were  oftei)  dofely  enveJoped 
by  the  former;  and  probably  when 
fucb  fragDie;QC5  gf  lava  were  po- 
rous ana  full  of  air  bubbles,  as  Is 
often  the  cafe,  the  extreme  out- 
ward beat  fuddenly  rarefying  th^ 
confined  air«  caufed  an  exploiioq* 
When  chefe  frkgments  wer^  of  a 
more  compact  Taya  they  did  not 
explode*  but  were  fimply  enclofed 
by  the  freih  lava,  aod  acquired  a 
fpherical  form  by  whirling  in  the 
air,  or  roiling  down  the  fteep  fides 
of  the  volcano. 

The  (hell  or  outward  coat  of  the 
bombs  that  burft,  and  of  which  we 
found  feveral  pieces,  was  always 
compofed  of  freih  lava,  in  which 
many  fpl inters  of  the  more  ancient 
lava  that  had  been  enclofed  arc  feen 
Aickine.  J  was  much  pleafed  with 
this  di^very,  having  been  greatly 
puzzled  for  an  explanation  (f  this 
volcanic  operation,  which  was  new 
to  me,  and  which  was  very  fre- 
quent during  the  eruption  of  the 
9Lh  of  Auguli. 

The  phapnomenon  of  the  natural 
fpun-glafs  which  fell  at  Ottaiano 
with  the. allies  on  the  5th  of  Au- 
gu(l,  was  likewife  clearly  explain- 
ed to  me  here.  I  have  already 
mentioned,  that  the  lava  thrown 
up  by  this  eruption  was  in  general 
oore  perfcr^ly  vitri/ied  than  that 
of  any  former  eruption,  which  ap- 
peared plainly  upon  a  nearer  ex- 


amination of  the  fragments  of  fbeih 
lava,  the  pores  of  which  we  ^ene* 
rally  found  full  of  a  pure  vitrifica- 
tion, and  the  fcoriae  themlelves, 
upon  a  clofe  examination  with  a 
magnifying  glafs,  appeared  like  a 
confufed  heap  of  filaments,  of  fk 
foul  vitrification.  When  a  piece 
of  the  fojid  frefli  lava  had  been 
cracked  in  its  fall  without  feparat-> 
ing  entirely,  wc  always  (iw  capil- 
lary fibres  of  perfcdl  glafs,  reach- 
ing from  fide  to  fide  within  the 
cracks.  If  I  may  be  allowed  a 
mean  companTon,  which,  )y)wever, 
conveys  the  idea 'of  what  I  wi(h  to 
explain  better  than  any  other  I  can 
thmk  of,  this  Java  refembled  a 
rich  Parmefan  cheefe,  which,  when 
broken  and  gently  feparated,  fpins 
out  tranfparent  filaments  from  the 
little  cells  that  contained  the  clam- 
my liquor  of  which  thofe  filaments 
were  compofed.  The  natural  fpun- 

flafs  then  that  fell  at  Ottaiano 
uring  this  eruption,  as  well  at 
that  which  fell  in  the  file  of  Bour- 
bon in  the  year  1766,  muft  have 
been  formed  moil  probably  by  the 
operation  of  fuch  a  fort  of  lava 
as  has  been  juft  defcribed,  crack- 
ing and  feparating  in  the  air  at 
the  time  of  its  emiffion  from 
the  craters  of  the  volcanos,  and 
by  that  means  fpinning  out  the 
pure  vitrified  matter  from  its  pores 
or  cells,  the  wind  at  the  fame 
time  carr/ing  off  thofe  filaments  of 

§la(8  as  fad  as   they    were  pro- 
uced. 

I  obferved  fiicking  to  fome  very 
lar^e  fragments  of  the  new  lava, 
which  were  of  a  clofe  grain,  fome 
pieces  of  a  fubflance,  whofe  tex- 
ture very  much  refembled  that  of  a 
true  pumice^ilone  i   and   upon   a 


ten  feet  high;  the  other  eleven  feet  and  a  half  high,  and  feventy-two  f^et  i|i 
^irc^roftrcngif, 
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clofe  examination,  and  having  fe* 
parated  the  n  from  the  lava,  I  pcr» 
ceivcd  that  this  fubftance  had  a^u- 
ully  been  forced  out  of  the  minute 
pores  of  the  folid  ftooe  itfelf,  and 
wa«  a  collection  of  fine  vitreous 
fibres  or  filaments,  confonnded  to- 
gether at  the  time  of  their  being 
prefied  ent  by  the  contra^ion  of 
the  large  fiaements  of  lava  in 
cooling,  and  wnich  had  bent  down- 
wards oy  their  own  weight.  This 
curious  fiibftance  has  the  lightnefs 
of  a  pumice,  and  refembles  it  in 
every  refpe£l,  except  being  of  a 
darker  colour. 

When  the  pores  of  the  frefti  fdid 
lava  were  large  and  filled  with  pure 
vitrified  matter,  we  found  that 
matter  fometimes  blown  into  bub- 
bles on  its  furface,  I  foppofc  by 
the  air  which  had  been  forced  out 
at  the  time  the  lava  conrra£ted  it- 
tcU  in  cooling  :  thofe  bubbles  be- 
ing thin,  ftiewed  that  this  volcanic 
glafs  has  the  kind  of  tranfparency 
of  our  common  glafs  bottles,  and 
is  like  them  of  a  dirty  yelloW  co- 
lour. I  detached  with  a  hammer 
fome  large  pieces  of  this  kn^d  of 
gtafs,  as  big  as  my  fift,  v»hich  ad. 
Eered  to,  and  was  incorporated 
with,  fome  of  the  larger  fragments 
of  lava,  and,  though  of  the  fame 
kind,  from  their  thicknefs  they 
appeared  perfeftly  black,  and  were 
Opaqae. 

Another  partTCularity  is  remark- 
able in  the  lava  of  this  erupcion  : 
piany  deuched  pieces  of  it  are  in 
the  fiiape  of  a  barley-corn,  or  of  a 
plqmbdone,  fmall  at  each  end, 
a|id  thick  in  the  middle.  We 
picked  .up  feveral,  and  faw  many 
more  which  were  too  heavy  for  us 
to  carry  off,  for  they  muft  have 
weighed  more  than  fixty  pounds ; 
ibmc  of  the  fmaller  ones  did  hoc 


we{gh  an  ounce.  I  fttppoie  them 
to  be  drops  from  the  Hqaid  foun*  V 
tain  of  fire  of  the  8th  of  Angull,  I 
wfifch  might  very  naturally  acquire 
Inch  a  form  in  their  fall ;  but  the  | 
peafants  in  the  neighbourhood  of  i 
Vefuvius  arc  wejl  convinced  that  | 
they  are  the  thunder-bolts  dUt  fell  \ 
with  the  volcanic  lightning. 

Wefoand  many  of  the  volcanic 
bombs,  or»  properly  /peaking, 
round  balls  of  frefh  lava,  large 
and'  fmall ;  all  of  which  have  a 
fnecbmsy  compofed  of  a  fragment 
of  more  ancient*  and  folid  lava. 
There  were  alfo  fome  other  cu- 
rious vitrifications,  very  different 
irom  any  I  had  ever  feen  before, 
mixed  with  the  late  fallen  fliower 
of  hugeyr^r/>  and  mafles  of  lava. 

Thouj^h  I  have  endeavoured  to 
be  as  particular  ar.d  clear  as  poiTMe 
in  the  defcri prion  I  have  given  of 
thecuiious  fubftances  produced  by 
the  laic  eruption  of  Vesuvius,  yet, 
as  fpecimens  of  thofe  fubftances 
will  explain  more  at  one  fight 
than  I  can  pretend  Co  do  by  whole 
pages  in  writing,  I  Ihall  not  fail 
to  fend  you,  by  the  firft  favourable 
oj>nort unity,  a  colleAion  of  them, 
which  I  have  fet  apart  for  that 
purpofe,  particularly  as  I  flatter 
royfclf  they  may  (erve  to  give  fome 
light  into  a  hitherto  obfcure  fub- 
jed  :  I  mean,~the  nature  and  man- 
ner  of  the  formation  of  pumice- 
fiones. 

Vefuvius  continues  to  fmofce 
confiderably,  and  we  had  a  flight 
ihock  of  an  earthquake  yefterday  ; 
fo  that  I  do  not  think,  nctwith- 
(landing'  the  late  eruptions  having 
been  fo  very  confiderable,  that  the 
volcano  has  verted  itfelf  fo  fuffi- 
ciently  as  to  remain  long  quiet, 

I  muft  now.  Sir,  beg  your  par- 
don if  J  have  trefpafifed  too  much 
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upon  yoar  time:  I  meant  to  be 
ihorc^  clear,  and  explicit;  and  if,- 
by  aiming  at  tbe  two  latter,  i  have 
failed  in  tbe  former,  I  hope  I  (hall 
beexcufed,  and  that  you  will  pleafe 
to  take  the  will  for  the  deed. 
I  am,  &c. 


JUUHon.  nf  tht  rectnt  Erufmn  of 
.  M^nt  ^tna. 

TOWARDS  the  end  of 
January,  many  reiterated 
ihocka  of  an  earthquake  were  felt 
in  different  parts  of  S  cily ;.  and 
from  chat  time  it  was  obferved, 
that  JBtoa  emitted  a  thick  fmoke 
from  its  center,  which  extended 
commonly  to  the  eaft.  A  new 
eminence  was  next  ohferved  on 
the  weftern  fide  of  the  mountain, 
viiible  at  the  diftance  of  more  than 
50  miles,  the  certain  Qgn  of  a 
IochI  ex^>iorion. 

The  28th  of  March  and  the  8:h 
of  April,  the  earthquakes  were  felt 
with  more  violence,  in  di relation 
from  north  to  fouth,  and  the  fmoke 
of  the  volcano  augmented  con- 
fiderably  {  infomuch  that,  on  the 
aSth  of  Ap^U,  it  was  perceived  to 
rife  from  the  crater  in  the  foi  m  of 
a  ftraight  and  lofty  pine,  its  head 
loft  in  the  clouds,  and  cafting  oat 
fmall  fragments  of  a  bituminous 
pumice-Jlone  xo  the  circumference 
of  more  than  twenty  miles.  This 
continued  till  the  17th  of  May, 
when  the  fmoke  fuddenly  ceafed. 

The  18th  of  May,  towards  noon, 
a  violent  ihock  with'a  fubterraneous 
trembling  was  heard  on  the  moun- 
tain, and  at  fix  in  the  evening  a 
mouth  appeared  at  the  foot  of 
an  ancient  extingaiihed  volcano, 
called  Mount  Frumento,  very  near 
t)^p  C9niia€9  pf  the  fecoad  region 


of  ^tna.  The  fire  flowed  from  it 
like  a  river,  and,  entering  a  neigh- 
bouring valley,  called  Dei  Udfi* 
enza,  it  overran,  in  an  infant, 
the  fpace  of  half  a  league  in  the 
plain  del  Carotin tero  and  delle 
Mandre  del  Favo,  and  then  pre- 
cipitated itfelf  into  the  valley  del 
Neve,  nfing  to  the  height  of  4 
hundred  feet. 

At  nine  o'clock  the  monntaiu 
opened  at  two  places  lower  ftill,  oa 
the  land  called  li  sScoperti  di  Pa- 
lermo. Thcfe  two. openings,  be- 
ing very  near  each  other,  fooa 
formf'd  but  one,  the  fire  taking  t 
diredtion  to  the  weft,  where  the 
firft  lava  flowed.  They  each  united 
in  the  plain  called  de  Santi,-  and 
overran  the  fpace  o(  one- third  of  a 
mile.  The  firft  lava  again  fepa- 
rated  itfelf  from  the  others,  con- 
tinuing its  coarfe  alone  in  the 
valley  del  Udfienza,  where  it  flow- 
ed again,  although  more  (lowly, 
threatening  the  country  of  la 
Malta,  and  the  lands  of  the  Ca- 
valier, which  belong  to  the  Bene- 
didlines  of  Catania.  The  two 
other  lavas  took  a  direction  to- 
wards Mount  Parmentelli;  the 
bife  of  which,  to  the  extent  of 
about  two  miles,  they  quite  fur- 
rounded,  then  flowing  by  the  eaft 
of  Mount  del  Mazzo,  they  ex- 
tended along  the'  vineyards  pf 
Rugalira,  and,  after  having  fuc- 
ceffiyely  overrun  the  fpace  of  three 
leagues,  they  ftopped  on  the  25th 
of  May.  The  greateft  breadth  of 
^his  branch  was  one  mile,  and  its 
elevation  about  -five  feet. 

During  the  night  of  the  26th^  4 
new  mouth  opened  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  Farmencelli,  in  the  middle 
of  the  lava.  This  volcano,  for 
more  than  an  hour,  threw  out 
ftoaes  of  a  |>rodigioa8  £ze,  and  to 
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a  very  cooiiderable  height.  The 
fire  next  opened  icfelf  a  paiTage, 
dividing  into  two  branches^  the 
fivit  to  the  weft  of  the  Mount  del 
Mazzo,  which  it  enclofed,  and  the 
other  along  the  wood  and  vine- 
yards of  Rugalira  for  about  a 
league. 

At  the  cod  of  five  days  the  fire 
feemed  to  be  diminifhed,  and  ^d* 
vanccd  bat  very  flowly ;  bqt  it  was 
foon  perceived  again  in  a  very 
fenfible  degree;  and  on  the  5th 
of  this  month  [July]  threw  out* 
fuch  a  prodiexous  quantity,  that 
the  arm  of  tne  lava»  which  was 
then  only  thirty  feet  broad,  aug- 
mented to  fifty,  in  about  half  an 
hour,  and  it  itiU  continues  with 
the  (am;;  force.  But  as  it  find^ 
the  firft  lava  cooled;  it  runs  upon 
it,  raifing  it  to  the  height  of  more 
than  thirty  feet,  in  throwing  itjup 
forward,  and  on  the  fides }  fo  that 
if  the  refidaoce  this  new  lava  is 
oblieed  to  combat, retards  its  pro- 

freu,  it  nevcrthelefs  extends  ic  in 
readth,  and   produces   the   fame 
defirudive  efi^eCls. 

On  the  furface  of  this  lava,  in 
almoil  its  whole  extent,  we  obferve 
evaporations,  or  globes  of  fire  of 
different  colour;,  according  to  the 
greater  or  lefs  quantity  of  bitumen, 
lulphur,  arfenic,  and  vitriol,  of 
which  the  mafs  is  compofed,  and 
which  tlie  chymifis,  who  have  ana- 
lyzed it,  fay  is  very  plentifi^l. 

The  damage  already  caafed  by 
this  eruption  iseftimaced  at  40,000 
Sicilian  crowns ;  but  many  perfons 
apprehend  it  to  be  more  confi- 


deraUe.  The  lava  contiaaes  its 
coorfe  towards  Palerma,  from 
whence  ic  is  now  diftant  no  more 
than  eight  mijes;  and  this  is  the 
richeft  and  befl  cultivated  country 
of  Mount  ^tnA. 


d/thi  EffeBs  of  FoUanos^  «nd  of 
tbtbct  Springs^  in  Iceland.  From 
Dr.  Von.Troii'sI#///r/. 

WE  caft  anchor  not  far  from 
Befleftedr.  the  dwelling- 
place  of  the  celebrated  Storlefon, 
where  we  found  two  trades  of  lava 
called  Gorde  and  Huahy^e- Hraun 
(for  what  we  and  the  Italians  call 
lava  is  in  Iceland  called  Hraun^ 
from  Hrinna,  to  flow)  of  which 
the  \dA  particularly  was  remark- 
able, finte  we  found  there,  befides 
a  whole  field  covered  with  lava, 
which  muft  have  been  liquid  in  the 
highefl  degree,  whole  mountains 
of  turf.  Chance  had  direfied  us 
exa£i]y  to  a  fpot  on  which  we  could 
better,  than  on  any  other  part  of 
Iceland,  confider  the  operations  of 
a  fire  which  had  laid  waOe  a  trad 
of  ten  or  twelve  miles  •.  We  fpcnt 
feveral  days  here  in  examining 
every  thing  with  fo  much  the  more 
pleafure ;  for  we  found  ourielves, 
as  it  were,  in  a  new  world. 

We  had  now  feen  almoft  all  the 
efre£^»  of  a  volcano,  except  the 
crater,  from  which  the  fire  had 
proceeded:  in  order  therefore  to 
examine  this  likewife,  we'  under- 
tpok  a  journey  of  twelve  days  to 
Mount  Heckla  icfelf;  we  travelled 


*  The  miles  mentioned  by  Dr.  Trell  are  always  Swedifh,  ten  and  a  half  of 
which  are  equal  to  a  degree  oa  one  of  the  great  circles  of  the  globe }  and  there- 
fc»rr,  one  Swe<ii(h  mile  is  nearly  equal  to  fix  KngliAi  (latute- miles.  Ten  or 
tNvelvc  milrs  ^vt  therefore  {xxxy  or  fcvimtyrtwo  EnglMh  miies, 

fifty 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NATURAL   HISTORY. 


93 


fif:y  or  fixty  miles  •  over  an  un- 
interrupted   track    of    lava,    and 
gained  the  plea  fare  of  bfing  tl^e. 
firft  who  ever  reached  the  fumrait 
of  this  celebrated  volcano^     The 
caofe  that  no  one  had  been  there 
before  is  partly  founded  in  fu per- 
dition, and  partly  in  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  the  afcent  before  the 
laft  eruption  of  fire.     There  was 
not  one  of  our  company  who  did 
not  wi(h  to  have  his  cloaths  a  Uxtle 
fingcd,  only  for  the  fake  of  feeing 
Heckia  in  a  blaze ;  and  we  almoft 
flattered  ourfelves  with  rhis  hope, 
for  the   bifhop  of  Skallholt  had 
informed    us    By    letter^    in    the 
night  between  the  5th  and  6th  of 
September,    the    day   before    our 
arrival,  flames  had  proceeded  from 
it ;   but   now   the  mountain   was 
more  quiet  than  we  wiftied.     We 
however     paffed    our    time    very 
agreeably,    from   one    o'clock  in 
the  nignc   till  two  next  day,   in 
vifiting  the  mountain.     We  were 
even  fo  happy,    that   the  clouds 
which  covered  the  greateft  part  of 
it  difperfed  towards  evening,  and 
procured    us    the    moft   extenfive 
profpe£t  imaginable.     The  moun- 
tain is  fomething  above  five  thou- 
fand  feet  high,   and  (eparates  at 
the  top  into  three  points,  of  which 
that  in  the  middle  is  the  higheft. 
The'moft  inconfiderable  part  of 
the  mountain  confifts  of  lava,  tb^ 
reft  is  a(hes,  with  hard,  folid  ftones 
thrown  from  the  craters,  together 
with  fome  pumice- flones,  of  which 
we  found  only  a  fmall  piece,  with 
a  little   native   fulphur.      A   de- 
fcription  of  the  various  kinds  of 
ftones  to  be  found  here  would  be 
too  prolix,   and   partly  unintelli- 
gible; and  I  fo  much  the  more 


willingly  omil  it,  as  I  hope  to 
fatisfy  your  cnriofity,  as  (boo  aa 
the  colje£iioo  I  made  of  ihcm 
arrives  Ip  Sweden. 

Amongil  many  other  craters  or 
openings,  four  were  peculiarly  re« 
markable;    the  firft,  the  lava  <  of 
which  had  tAken  the  form  of  ftacka 
of  chiipaeys,  iialf  broken  down  ; 
another^  ..'from,  ivhich    water  had 
ftreamed^.a  third,  all  the.  Hon ea 
of  which  >yere  red  as  brick  jajxd 
laftly,   one  from  which   the  lay4 
had  burft  forth  in  a  ilream,  and 
was  divided  at  fome  diftance  inxQ 
three  arms.    I  have  faid  before, 
that  we  were  not  fo  happy  to  fee 
Heckia  vomit  fire ;  but  there  were 
fufHcient  traces  of  its  burning  in  7 
wardly ;  for  on  the  upjper  half  oJT 
it,  covered  over  with  tour  or  five 
inches  deep  of  (now,  we  frequently 
obferved  ipots  without  any  fnow  ; 
and  on  the  highefl  point»  where 
Fahrenheit's  thermometer  was  at 
24®  in  the  air,  it  rofc  to  15;* 
when  it  was    fet  down    on    the 
ground ;  and  in  fome  little  holes 
It  was  Co  hot,  that  we  could  no 
longer  obferve    the   heat  with  e 
fmall  pocket  thermometer.     It  is 
not  known  whether,  fince  the  year 
1603,  Heckia  has  been  burning 
till  1 766,  when  it  began  to  vorau 
flames  on  the  firft  of  April,  burnt 
for  a  long  while,  and  deftroyed  the 
country  many  miles  around.   Laft 
December    ilome    Aames   likewife 
proceeded  from  it ;  and  the  people 
m   the  neighbourhood    believe  it 
will  begin  to  burn  again  very  fgon, 
as  they  pretend  to  have  obferved, 
that  'the    rivers    thereabouts    are 
drying  up.    It  is  believed  that  this 
proceeds  from  the  mountain's  at- 
tracting the  wa;er,  and  is  confi- 


*  Three  hundr«d  or  three  hundred  and  fixty  Engliih  miles. 
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dered  as  a  certain  fign  of  an  im- 
pending  eruption.  Befides  this, 
the-  monntains  of  Myvam  and 
Kattlegia  are  known  in  this  <:en- 
toty,  on  account  of  the  ti6lent 
crupeion^  of  the  former,- between 
fhe'ye^irs  1730  and  174P,  and  of 
Ihe  latter  in  1756. 

But  permit  me.  Sir,  to  omit  a 
fel%^  account  of  the  volcano  at 
this  time  *,  in  order  to  fpeak  of 
another  effcft  of  the  fire,  which  19 
more  curious  and  as  woncferful  as 
the  fiHb,  therefore  miift  :  be  the 
Inore  remarkable,  ^  there  is  not 
In  any  part  of  the  known  world 
any  thing  that '  refembles  it;  I 
mean  the  hot  forings  of  water 
wHidi  abonnd  in  Iceland  t- 

They  have  different  degrees  of 
warmth,  and  are  on  that  account 
divided  by  the  inhatfitants  them- 
felves*  into  lauger,  or  warm  baths, 
and  buErer^  or  fprings.that  throw 
up  the  water  to  a  confiderable 
height ;  the  firft  are  found  in  fe- 
ver al  other  parts  of  Europe,  though 
I  do  not  believe  that  they  are  em- 
JyToyed  to  the  fame  purpofVs  in  any 
bther  phte ;  that  is  to  fay,  the 
inhabitants  do  not  bathe  in  them 
here  merely  for  their  health,  but 
they  are  likcwife  the  occafion  for  a 
fcene  of  gallantry.  Poverty  pre- 
vents here  the  lover  from  making 
'  pre/cnts  to  his  fair  one,  and  nature 
prefcnts  no  flowers  of  which  gar- 
lands elfewhere  are  made:  it  is 
therefore  coftoraary,  that  inftcad  of 
all  this  the  fwain  perfeftly  cleanfes 
one  of  thefe  baths,  which  is  to  be 
afterwards  honoured  with  the  vifits 
of  his  bride.  The  other  kind  of 
fprings  mentioned  above  dcferves 

'^  t)r.  Trofl  treats  iaore  at  large  of  the  Icelandic  volcanoes  *in  hfs  iSth  and 
19th  letters  j    and  in  the  20th  he  fpeaks  more  particularly  of  Mount  Heckla* 

L  .         f  Thf  2xft  ktter  Ucats  more  fully  of  the  hot  fprings  in  Icejand. 

ago  ; 


more  attention.  I  have  feen  a 
great  number  of  them ;  but  wilt 
Qnly  fay  fomething  of  three  of  the 
moll  remarkable.  Near  Lauger- 
vatn,  a  fmall  lake  of  about  a  mile 
in  circumference,  which  is  about 
two  days  journey  diftant  from 
Heckla,  I  faw  the  firft  hot  fpouting 
fprings ;  and  I  mud  confefs  that  it 
was  one  of  the  mod  beautiful  fights 
I  ever  beheld.  The  morning  was 
uncommonly  clear,  and  the  fun 
had  already  begun  to  gild  the  tops 
of  the  neighbouriftg  mountains ; 
it  was  fo  perfect  a  calm,  that  the 
lake  on  which  fome  fwans  were 
fw'i moving  was  as  fmooth  as  a 
looking-glafs,  and  round  about  it 
arofe,  in  eight  difi^erent  places,  the 
fteam  of  the  hot  fprings,  which 
Soft  itfelf  high  in  the  air. 

Water  was  fpouting  frooi  all 
thefe  fprings ;  but  one  in  parti- 
cular continually  threw  up  in  the 
air  a  column  from  18  to  24.' feet 
high,  and  from  6  to  8  feet  dia- 
nietei';  the  water  was  extremely 
hot.  A  piece  of  mutton,  and  feme 
falmon  trouts,  as  likewife  a  ptar- 
migan, were  almoft  boiled  to 
pieces  in  fix  minutes,  and  tailed 
excellently.  I  with  it  was  in  my 
power.  Sir,  to  give  you  a  de- 
Icription  of  this  place  as  it  defer^-es  j 
but  I  fear  it  would  always  remain 
inferior  in  point  of  exprefiion.  So 
much  is  certain  at  leaft,  nature 
never  drew  from  any  one  a  more 
chearful  homage  to  her  great 
Crcator^than  I  here  paid  him. 

At  Reikum  was  another  fpont  of 
the,fame  fort ;  the  Water  of  which, 
I  was  afiured,  rofe  to  60  or  70  feet 
perpendicular  height   fome   years 
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ago;  bat  t  fait  of  earth  hitving- 
almoft  covered  (he  whole  opening, 
it  now  ^^ted  only  between  54  ' 
and  60  leet  ftdeways.  We  found  , 
here  a  great  natty  petrified  leaves 
in  this  place,  as '  likawife  lbi»e 
native  fulphur,  of  whibh  alfo  the 
water  bad  a  nfuch  Wronger  tafte 
than  any  where  elfe. 

I  have  refirrv^d  the  moft  remark- 
able  water-fpour  for  the  end ;  thto 
defcripuonof  whkh  will  appear  aa 
incredible  to  yea  as  it  did  to  me, 
coold  I  noC  affure  y^  that  it  is  all 
perfe^ty  trae,  lor  I  wo^ld  not 
aver  any  thing  ba^  what  I  have 
feen  myfelf.  At  Geyfer,  not  far 
from  Skallholt^  onfe  of  the  e^il^ 
copal  fees  in  Iceland,  a  mott  ex- 
traordinary large  fpouting  fountain 
is  to  be  feen,  with  whieh  the  cele^ 
brated  water- works  at  Marley  and 
St.  Cldud,  and  atCaflel,  and  Her^ 
renhaufen  near  Hanover,  can  hardty 
be  compared.  One  iees  here,  withiA 
the  circumference  of  half  a  mile  *, 
40  or  50  boiling  fprings  together, 
which,  £  believe,  all  proce^  from 
one  and  the  fame  refervoir.  In 
fome  the  water  is  perfectly  cleat«, 
in  others  thick  and  clayey;  in 
fome,  where  it  palfes  through  a 
fine  ochre,  it  is  tinged  ried  as 
fcarlet;  and  in  others.  Where  It 
flows  over  a  paler  clay,  it  is  white 
as  milk. 

The  wafcf  fpouts  up  from  all, 
from  fome  con  tin  0  ally,"  from  dtheJ-s 
only  at  intervals.  The  largefl 
fpring,  which  is  in  the  midd'le, 
particularly  engaged  our  attention 
the  whole  day  that  we  /pent  here, 
front  fix  in  the  n\orning  till  (even 
at  niglit.  The  aperture  through 
which  the  water  arofe,  and  the 
depth   of  which  I  cannot  deter- 


mine, was  19  feet  in  diameter^ 
round  the  top  of  it  is  abafon^ 
which,  together  with  the  pipe, 
has  the  form  of  a  cauldron  ;  the 
margin  of  the  bafoa  is  upwards  of 
nine  feet  one  inch  hi^er  than  th« 
conduit,  and  its  diametei;  is  of 
kky-dx  feet.  Here  the  water  doea 
not  fpout  Gontinually,  but  only  hy 
incervals  federal  times  a  day*;  and^ 
as  f  was  informed  by  the.  people  in 
the  neighbourhood,  in  bad  raanjr  • 
weather,  higher  than  at  other 
times.  t         . 

On  the  day  that  we  were  there» 
the  water  fpouted  it  tea  difierent 
times,  from  fix  in  tbe  morning  titt 
eleven  A.  M..  each  time,  to  ^am 
height  of  between  five  and  tea 
fathoms;  till  then  the  water  had 
not  rifen  above  the  margin  of  the 
pipe,  but  now  It  began  by  degrees 
to -fill  the  upper  bafon,  and  at  la0 
ran  over.  The  people  who  were 
with  us  told  us,  that  the  water 
would  foon  fpout  up  much  higher 
than  it  had  done  till  then,  and' thj^ 
appeared*  very  credible  to  us.  Tb 
determine  its  -  4ieight  therefore, 
with  the  utnf!fol¥  accuracy,  DP. 
Lind,  who  had  accompanied  M 
on  this  •  voyage  in  the  capaclqr 
of  an  aftronomer,.  ^ec  Up  his  ^u»» 
•dra^it. 

Soon  after*  four.  o*clocfc  we  ob- 
'Served  that  tHe  earth  bfeg^n  lo 
•tremble  in  t^ree  di^enent  placed, 
as  like  wife  the  top  of  a  monntain, 
wliich  WIS  about  three  huncired 
fathoms  diMnt  from  the  niouth  6f 
the  fpring.  "We.  alfo  frcqufentiy 
heard  a  fdbterhaiteous  noHc  like 
the  difcharge  of  a  1  cannon;  ami 
immediately  aRier  a  cbluRHt  <kf 
water  fpouted  TrOm'  the*  opening, 
which  at  a  great  height  divided 


*  About  direr  EnglHh  milesk 
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kfelf  into  fcfcral  rays,  aad^- ac- 
cording to  the  obferYatioiis  made 
with  the  quadranCi  was  ninecy-two- 
feet  high.  Our  ereat  furpriae  at 
this  nncoinmoo  force  of  the  air 
and 'fire  was  yet  incrcafed,  whca- 
'many  ftones,  which  we  had  flong« 
into  the  aperttiFe,  were  thrown  up 
again  with  thj6  fpoiKing  watfir^^ 
You  can  eafilyooQC^ive^  Sir,  with 
kow  much  pl^afure  wc  Tpeni  th« 
day  here;  ana  Indeed,  I  am  noe 
much  fnrpriased,  dl«t  «  ppopl^  /o 
much  inclined  to  fuperflition  ^as  tlie 
Icelanders  arey  im&gind  this  to  be 
the  entrance  of  hell  s  for  this  rcKf 
fon  they  feid^om  pafs  one  of  thefe 
openings  wtfhiOi«t  fpitfing  into  i<i 
0r»  aa  they  fay,  uti  fandem  muni 
into  the  devir«  aiomb; 


Of  the  Sa/tdtk  Pillars.  Frtm  ?ro^- 
fejfw  BergmcnV  Lttter  to  Dr. 
Troil. 

OP  all  the  mountains  hitherto 
known*  there  are  without 
dottbt  not  any  more  remarkable 
than   thofe  that  ^tt  compofed  of 

^angular  pillars.  A  few  years  agp 
only  one  or  two  of  rhis  kind  were 
known;  but  new  ones  are  daily 
difcovered,  which  is  a  plaii)  proof 
bow.  much  our  attention  requires 

.keiQff  rouzed  to.  prevent  it  from 
flumbering,  on  the  moll  imporunt 
occaflons. 

It  cannot  be  much  doubted  chat 

'  there  has  been   fome  connedkions 

X  between  thefe  pillars,  and  the  ef- 
feds  of  a.  fubcerraneotis  fire,  as  they 
are  found  in  plaoea  where  the  (Igns 

',  of  fire  are  yet  vifible  ;  and  as  ciiey 
are  even  found  mixed  with  lava, 
tnff,  and  other  fubilances  pro- 
duced by  fire. 

The  caufe  of  the  regular  form  of 


thefe  pillars  it  a  problem  whith  we 
have  hitherto  been  unable  to  foivt; 
fatisfaflorily*  ,This  dilGcahy  has 
appeared  fo  in furmoun table  lo 
ibme,  that  they  have  thought  it 
impofiible  to  be  the  effe£U  of  na- 
tore,  and  have  confidered  them  a:> 
works  made  by  human  hands :  this 
idea  betrays  the  otmoft  ignorance 
in  regard  to  the  true  nature  of 
thjsfe  mountains  of  pillars,  and 
doc^  not  even  d^crre  a  refutation. 
.'  As  far  as  we  know,  nature  make;: 
o{e.<)f  three  methods  K>  produce 
regular  formi  i^^.|he,mif^ral  king- 
dom^ gamely,  that  of  cryftallizatioa 
of^precipitatioii:  zdly,  the  cruAing 
or  Tattling  of  the  eKternal  iurfacc 
oii  liquid  nfafs  whilft  it  ia  cooling ; 
lindi  sdly,  the  J:>urfting  of  a  moiil 
fubftance  whilft  it  is  drying. 
..  The  ^v9t  method  is  the  moft 
co.i>mon,  .but  .to  all  appearance 
A.ature  has  not  made  u(e  of  this  in 
the  prefenc  cafe.  Cryftals  are  fel- 
dom  or  never  found  in  any  con- 
fiderabJe  quantity  running  in  the 
famedire^on,  but  cither  inclining 
from  one  another,  or,,  what  is  ftill 
more  common,  placed  towards  one 
^another  in  feveral  (loping  dire^ons. 
.They  are  alfo  generally  feparated  a 
little  from  one  another,  when  th^/ 
are  regular;  the  nature  of  the 
thing  iikewife  requires  this;  be- 
caufe  the  feveral  particles,  of 
which  the  cryftalfi  are  coiapoffd, 
muft  have  the  liberty  of  following 
that  power  which  afiFeds  their  ro- 
,  gular  difpofition. 

The  bafalt  columns  on  (He 
contrary,  whofe  height  are  Ut- 
quenily  from  thirty  to  forty  feet, 
are  placed  parallel  ^to  one  a  no:  Ik: 
in  confiderable  numbers,  and  To 
clofe  together  that. the  point  of  a 
knife  can  hardly  be  introducfd 
betweaa  them.     Befides,  in  moi^ 

places, 
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p)jces«  each  pillar  is  divided  into 
leveral  parts  or  joints,  that  feeiti 
CO  be  placed  upon  one  another ; 
and  indeed  it  is  not  uncommon 
for  cryftals  to  be  formed  aboVe 
one  another  in  different  layers, 
when  the  folvent  has  been  vifibly 
dlminlfhed  at  difTerent  times  |  but 
then  the  upper  cryftals  never  fit  Co 
exadlly  upon  the  lower  ones  as  to 
produce  connedlcd  prifms  of  the 
fame  length  and  depth  as  all  the 
llrata  taken  together,  but  each 
ft.atum  feparately  forms  its  own 
cryftals. 

How  then  can  the  Giant's  Caufe- 
way,  in  the  county  of  Antrim, 
Fingars  Cave  at  StafFa,  and  all 
other  aflemblagcs  of  pJllarS  of  the 
fame  kind,  be  confidered  as  cry- 
Itallizations  ?  Precipitation,  both 
in  the  wet  and  dry  manner,  re- 
quires that  the  particles  ftiould  be 
free  enough  to  fix  themfelves  in  a 
tertain  order;  and  as  this  is  not 
pracUcable  in  a  large  malted  mafs, 
no  cryftaliiza lions  appear  in  it, 
except  on  its  furface,  or  in  its 
cavities. 

Add  to  this,  that  the  bafalts  in 
a  frcfh  fradure  do  liot  fhew  a  plain 
fmcK);h  furface  under  the  microf- 
cope,  but  appear  fometimes  like 
graii\s  of  diffdrent  magnitude,  and 
at  other  times  refelttblc  fine  rays 
running  in  different  dir6i5l:on3, 
that  do,  not  correfpond  with  the 
internal  ftru£lure  of  the  cryftah, 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  exa- 
mine in  another  pUce. 

From  what  I  have  hitherto  men- 
tioned, the  opinion  that  the  bafalts 
have  been  produced  by  cryftal- 
lization^  becomes  at  leaft  lefs  pro- 
bable, whether  we  admit  the  wet 
or  dry  method.  But  I  muft  not 
omit  that  the  (pars  exhibit  a  kind 
bf  cryftallization,    which  at  firft 
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fight  refembles  a  heap  of  bafalts ; 
buty  upAi  a  clofer  examination, 
a  very  great  difi^erence  is  obferved; 
The  form  of  the  fpar  is  every  where 
alike,  but  the  bafalts  differ  front 
one  another  in  point  of  fize  and 
number  of  fides  ;  the  former,  when 
broken,  confifts  of  many  fmali 
unequal  cubes,  but  the  bafalt  does 
not  feparatc  in  regular  parts,  &c. 

Nature's  fecond  method  to  pro- 
duce reguUr  forms  i&  that  of  cruft- 
ing  the  outer  furface  of  a  melccd 
mafs,  by  a  l^udden  refrigeration.* 
Nature,  to  effedl  this  purpofe, 
makes  ufe  of  polyedrous  and  irre- 
gular fortns.  If  we  fuppofe  a 
confiderable  bed,  which  is  become 
fluid  by  fire,  and  fpread  over  a 
plain,  it  evidently  appears  that 
the  furface  muft  firft  of^all  lofe  the 
degree  of  hfeat  requifite  for  melt-* 
ing,  and  begin  to  congeal ;  buc 
the  cold  requifite  for  this  purpofe  . 
liktwife  contra6l8  the  uppermoft 
congealed  ftratum  into  a  narrower 
fpace,  and  confeqiiently  caufes  it 
to  feparate  from  the  remaining 
liquid  mafs»  as  the  fide  expofed  to 
the  air  is  already  too  ftifF  to  give 
way.  In  this  manndr  a  ftratum  is 
produced,  running  in  a  parallel 
direction  with  the  whole  mafs» 
others  ftill  are  produced  by  the 
fame  caafe,  in  proportion  as  the 
refrigeration  penetrates  deeper. 

Hence  we  may,  in  my  opinion, 
very  plainly  fee  how  a  bed  may  be  . 
divided  into  ftrata.  Iii  the  fame 
manner  the  refrigeration  advances 
on  the  fides,  and  confe(^uentIy  di- 
vides the  ftrata  into  polyedroas 
f/eces  of  pillars,  that  csLn  hardly 
ever  be  exa£ily  fquare,  as  the 
ftrongeft  refrigeration  into  the 
inner  parts  of  the  mafs  advances 
almoft  in  a  diagonal  line  fron^  the 
corneri.     If  we  add  to  this,  that 
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a  large  mafs  cannot  I9  equal 
throughoat  its  compofitioiiy  nor 
every  where  liquid  in  ckc  fame 
degree,  it  will  be  cafy  to  difcover 
the  caufe  of  feveral  irregularities. 
If  the  depth  of  the  bed  is  very 
confiderablcy  in  proportion  to  its 
breadth,  priftnatic  pillars,  without 
crofs-diviiions,  are  produced,  at 
leaft  lengthways  from  the  upper* 
moft  foiMcc  downwards. 

The  third  way  is  perfcAly  iimilar 
to  the  preceding  in  refpe^  to  the 
effedl,  but  is  diiferent  from  it  by 
the  mafs  being  foaked  with  water^ 
and  hy  the  burlling  of  it  afundcr, 
which  is  the  efFed  of  the  con- 
traction whiiil  it  is  drying.  If  we 
fuppofe  fuch  a  bed  to  be  fpread 
over  a  level  fpace,  the  drying  ad- 
vances in  the  faoie  manner  as  the 
refrigeration  in  the  former  cafe. 

This  feparation  into  ftr^ta  pro- 
perly happens  when  a  coniiderable 
quantity  of  clay  enters  into  the ' 
whole  compofxrion,  becaufe  the 
clay  dccreales  more  than  tfny  other 
kind  of  eaith  in  drying. 

We  mull  now  examine  which 
of  thefe  t'.vo  ways  may  beft  fervc  to 
explain  the  manner  in  which  the- 
bafalTs  arc  produced,  for  it  is 
hardly  poffible  that  they  fliould 
have  been  forn.ed  by  cryftal- 
lization. 

However  well  founded  the  opi- 
nion may  appear  of  deducing  them 
fiom  a  ciclced  fubftance,  feveral 
very  confiJerable  objeftions  may 
ncverthelefs  be  raifed  againft  it, 
that  I  (hall  not  forget  to  mention. 
It  feerab  therefore  more  credible  to 
me,  that  they  have  been  produced 
out  of  their  fuLllance  whiJfb*it  was 
yet  foft,  or  at  leaft  not  too  hard  to 
"  be  foftened  by  exl\alatioiis.  If  we 
therefore  fuppofe  that  a  bed  is 
reread  over  a  plaae  where  a  volcano 
I 


begins  to  work,  it  is  evident  that 
a  great  quantity  of  the  water,  al- 
ways prefer.t  on  thefe  occafions,  ir 
driven  upwards  ia  exhalations  or 
vapours  f  thefe  it  is  well  known 
poflefs  a  penetrating  foftening 
power,  by  means  of  which  they 
alfo  produce  their  RrH.  effedt  ;  but 
when  they  are  increafed  to  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity,  they  force  this 
tough  moill  fubftance  upwards, 
which  then  gradually  fails,  and 
duiing  this  time  burfts  in  the 
manner  defcribed  above. 

My  reafons  for  this  opinion  are 
thefe ;  Hrft,  we  do  not  find  the 
in  tern  at  grain  of  thebafalts  melted 
or  "vitrified,  which  however  foon 
happens  by  fufion,  and  for  that 
pnrpofe  a  very  fmall  degree  of  fire 
only  is  requifite.  It  confequently 
is  very  hard  to  explain  how  this 
fubftance  could  have  been  fo  fluid, 
that  no  traces  of  bubbles  appear  in 
it  (at  leaft  I  have  not  been  able  to 
difcover  any  on  the  niceft  exa- 
mination into  the  Scotch  and 
Icelandic  bafalts)  and  yet  when 
broken  appear  dull  and  aneven. 
I  know  very  well  that  lava  is  fel- 
dom  vitrified  within  ;  but  the  great 
number  of  bubbles  and  pores  which 
are  found  in  the  whole  mafs,  are 
more  than  fuf&cient  proofs  that  it 
has  not  been  perfectly  melted  to 
its  fmalleft  parts,  but  has  only 
been  brought  to  be  near  fluid. 

Secondly,  the  bafalts  ^  much 
refemble  the  more  fine  trapp,  both 
in  refpc^  to  their  grain  and  ori- 
ginal compofition,  that  they  can 
hardly  be  diftinenifhed  in  fmall 
fragments,  as  wiU  be  more  plainly 
proved  in  the  com  pari  fon  I  here- 
after make.     See  No.  24. 

But  the  trapp  in  all  probability 
has  never  been  m^ted,  at  leaR 
not   in   ihofe  part&  where  I  have 
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v. ad    opportunities   of  examining 
it. 

•  Almoft  in  all  the  Weft*Gothia 
flracified  mountains,  the  uppermofl 
flratum  is  trapp;  and  it  muft  be 
properly  obfepred  that  it  always 
lies  upon  black  allum  flate. .  Is  it 
therefore  credible  that  this  Tub- 
ft  .Dce,  which  in  many  places  ex- 
ceeds a  hundred  yards  in  depth, 
can  have  been  perfedly  melted 
without  canfing  the  flate  lying 
beneath  it  to  lofe  fome  part  of  its 
blacknefs,  even  in  thofe  places 
v.here  they  touch  one  another,  as 
this  effed  may  be  produced  in  a 
fmall  culinary  fire  ? 

There  is  beiides  a  more  fine  kind 
of  trapp,  which  is  generally  found 
in  veins  or  loads,  and  frequently 
in  very  antient  mountains,  where 
not  the  lead  traces  of  fubterranean 
fire  are  to  be  feen. 

The  bafalt  mountains  fcem  to  be 
very  antient,  at  lead  I  do  not  know 
that  the  age  of  any  one  is  afcer- 
tained.  Should  they  then  be  fo 
old^  that  the  fubllance  of  the  trapp 
was  not  yet  per[eftly  hardened, 
when  were  they  produced?  Be- 
iides^ we  frequently  find  to  this 
day  clayey  fubftances  at  a  great 
depth,  which  are  Co  foft  that  they 
may  be  fcraped  by  the  nail,  but 
afterwards  become  very  hard  when 
expofed  to  the  air. 

There  have  without  doubt  b*en 
many  eruptions  of  fire  on  the  ille 
of  StafFa',  as  the  fituation  of  the 
pillars,  and  their  being  removed 
out  of  their  places,  evidently  prove. 
You,  Sir^  have  likcwife  brought 
a  very  clear  proof  of  this  from 
thence,  which  is  a  piece  of  bafalt, 
that  exteriorly  is  fulUof  hollows, 
and  io  a  manner  burnt* 
A  hard  fubflaoce,  when  expofed 


to  a  degree  of  heat  infuficient  to 
melt  the  whole  piece,  may  however 
be  attacked  by  it  in  fome  parts  of 
the  furface  moft  liable  to  become 
fluid.  The  mixture  of  a  largo 
roafs  is  feldom  every  where  fo  nni* 
form,  that  fome  parts  fhould  notbd 
more  liable  to  melt  than  others. 

Crooked  pillars  may  be  produced 
as  well  by  the  drying  as  the  refri- 
geration  of  a  liquid  mafs ;  for  this 
purpofe  it  is  only  necefTary  that  the 
furface  fhould  be  bent,  as  the  ftrft- 
tum  always  rutfs  in  a  parallel  di« 
redion  with  it. 

From  what  I  have  hitherto  faid^ . 
you  will  perceive  it  is  my  opinion, 
that  the  bafalts  have  been  produced 
by  the  afCftance  of  a  fubterraneaa 
£re,  but  that  it  is  not  yet  deter« 
mined  whether  they  have  been  fe- 
parated  by  the  funon^  or  by  dry-^ 
ing :  this  hSt  however  appears 
more  credible  to  me  on  account  of 
the  rcafons  I  have  mentioned.  For 
to  fpeak  ftri£tly,  the  fubftances 
inclofed  in  the  bafalts,  though  they 
fhould  even  be  volcanic,  do  noC 
yet  with  certainty  prove  a  preceding 
fuiion,  as  a  fubflance  foftened  by  ^ 
water  may  be  as  proper  for  it  as 
one  fufed  by  fire.  I  am,  however, 
very  far  from  being  inclined  to 
maintain  my  opinion  any  'farther 
than  it  agrees  with  certain  experi^ 
ments  and  obfervations* 

Truth  will  fooner  or  later  b^ 
difcovered ;  and  I  know  nothing 
more  derogatory  to  the  honour  of 
a  natural  hiflorian,  than  having 
wilfully  obftrufted  itf  knowledge. 

Homo  naturfc  minifler  &  inter* 
pres,  tantum  facit  &  intelligit, 
quantum  de  naturae  ordine,  re  ve! 
mcntc  obfervaverit,  ncc  ampliua 
fcit  aut  potefl.     Biu<^ 
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Xafural ,  Hilary  of  the  Grana 
Kermes,  or.  Scarlet  grain.  From 
Dillon's  Travels  through  Sp::in. 

AM  O  N  G S T  the  various  and 
vr.kiabic  produdions  with 
which  the  beTieficent  hand  of  na- 
ture has  enriched  the  dominions 
of  Spain,  the  Grana  Kermes  is 
chietty  deferving  of  attention. 
This  valuable  prod udlion  had  been 
confidcrabi y  neglefted  in  that  king- 
dom fince  the  importation  of  co- 
chineal from  America;  however, 
the  royal  Junta  de  Comcrcio^  or 
b.^arJ  of  trade  at  Madrid,  having 
an  eye  to  the  further  advantages 
to  be  drawn  from  this  precious  ar- 
ticle, gave  orders  a  few  years  ago 
to  Don  Juan  Pablo  Canals,  direc- 
tor general  of  the  madder  and 
dves  of  Spain,  to  report  the  ftate 
of  this  produdj  and  to  him  I  am 
indebted  for  the  prefent  informa- 
tion on  this  fubjcft^ 

The  grana  Iccrmcs  is  the  coccos 
haphlca  of  the  Greeks;  the  ver- 
n'.iculus,  orcoccum  infcdtorium  of 
the  Roitians;  and  the  kermes,  al- 
kermes,  of  the  Arabs ;  being  the 
ingredient  with  which  the  antients 
ufed  to  Ayt  their -garments  of  that 
ber.utiful  grain  colour,  called  coc- 
cinus,  coccincus,  or  cocccus,  dif- 
ferent from  the  purpura  of  the 
Phoenicians,  which  at  firft  had 
been  obtained  from  that  teftaceous 


fifli,  called  the  murex  *.  Bat  in 
courfe  of  time  the  purple  colour 
and  other  tints  having  been  more 
eafily  efiefted  by  means  of  the 
hcrmcs,  the  murcx  was  negle^ic'i 
oh  account  of  the  expence,  end 
the  kermes  we  are  now  fpeaking 
of,  was  introduced ;  which  givxnL; 
a  ftronger  and  brighter  colour, 
was  univerfally  adopted,  and  fup- 
ported  its  reputation  for  ages,  till 
the  difcoveVy  of  America;  as  is 
evident  from  the  many  old  ta- 
peibrics,  damafks,  and  velvet  hnng 
ings,  ftill  prefervcd  in  cathedrals, 
which  fecm  yet  to  retain  their  pri- 
mitive luflre  and  brightnefs  f. 

In  the  reign  of  Lewis  the  four- 
teenth, Giles  and  John  Gobelin, 
in  the  year  1667,  under  the  pa- 
tronage of  Colbert,  introduced  the 
fecret  into  France  of  dying  wool- 
len of  that  beautiful  fcarlet  callcJ 
after  their  name,  which  was  done 
with  the  kermes  that  had  been 
long  in  ufe  in  Flanders,  where 
many  old  pieces  of  tapeilry,  though 
above  two  hundred  years  old,  had 
fcarcely  loft  any  thing  of  their 
bloom.  But  cochineal,  being  now 
introduced  into  the  dychaofe,  io 
called  from  the  Latin  word  cocci- 
nella,  as  a  diminutive  of  coccuni, 
and  giving  that  brightnefs  to  fcar- 
kt,  at  firft  called  Dutch,  and  af- 
terwards Paris  fcarlet,  the  inven- 
tion of  which,  according  to  Kun- 


•  Though  the  dye  obtained  from  the  mtirrx  wa»  thwight  to  have  been  I08,  it 
feems  to  be  known  on  the  coafis  of  England,  France,  Spain,  ar.d  the  Well  In- 
dies, tliough  ncgleftcd  on  account  of  the  ^rcat  trouble  and  expence.  Sec  Pailn 
Fcljoo  riicat,  cririco,  torn  6.  difc.  4.  According  to  Gage,  they  frnd  a  (}.ell 
ii(h  in  the  leas  of  the  Spanifli  Weft  Indies,  which  perfeflly  rtft-mhies  theantimt 
purpura,  3nd  in  all  prol>ability  is  the  fame.  Cloih  of  Segpvia  dyed  with  ir, 
iiffd  tolbll  for  10  crowns  the  ell,  and  ndVie  but  the  greateft  Spnnifh  lords  w<  re 
it.  Don  Antonio  de  Ul loa  alfo  gives  a  pArticular  account  of  this  filh,  and  the 
ufe  ni^de  of  it  in  America; 

t  This  was  the  colour  called  carmcjit  by  the  Spaniards  j  cramotfi,  by  the 
Frcocli  I  and  cr^mfon,  by  the  £ngUlh. 
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kel,  is  owing  to  Kufler,  a  Ger- 
man,  by  means  of  a  (biution  of 
tin  in  aqua  regia  ;  the  kermes 
then  began  to  decline,  and  yield 
i.i  its  turn  as  the  murex  had  done 
before,  of  which  Colbert  makes  a 
particular  complaint,  in  his  ge-/ 
iieral  inflruclions  to  the  dyers  of 
France,  in  the  year  1671*.  In- 
fcnlibJy,  the  kermes  was  totally 
laid  aflde,  and  cochineal  made  ufe 
of,  not  only  in  yarns,  but  alfo  in 
iilk ;  this  new  method  being  evely 
where  in  ^fhion,  except  at  Ve- 
nice, and  in  Perfia,  forfcarlet,  and 
in  other  parts  of  the  cail  for  crim- 
ibn. 

The  ancients  thought  the  kermes 
was  a  gall-nut  on  account  of  its 
figure  and  fize,  not  being  larger 
than  a  juniper  berry,  round, 
fmooth,  glofly,  and  rather  black, 
with  a  cinereous  dowti.  It  is 
fouod  flicking  to  the  branches, 
or  tender  leaves  of  the  oak  called 
in  Spain  co/coxa,  a  derivative  of 
the  Latin  word  cufculium,  the 
coccus  illicis  of  Linneus,  likcwife 
called  carri{fca  in  Spanifh,  from 
the  Arabic  word  yxquerlat,  foftcn- 
ed  afterwards  to  e/carlata  ;  being 
the  fm  all  eft  fpecies  of  oak,  the 
fame  which  Cafpar  Bauhine  and 
other  botanifts  call  ilex  aculeata 
cocci-glandifera. 

This  tree,  whofe  height  is  about 
two  or  three  feel,  grows  in  Spain, 
Provence,  Languedoc,  and  along 
the  Mediterranean  coaft ;  alfo  in 
Galatia,    Armenia,    Syria,     and 


lOI 

Perfia,    where  it  was   firft  made 
ufe  of. 

Jofeph  Moya,  a  Catalan  writer 
of  the  lail  century,  publiflied  a 
trcatifc  entitled  RamilUt  de  Tintu^ 
ras,  dedicated  to  the  city  of  Bar- 
celona, under,  the  feigned  name 
of  Phefio  Mayo.  He  fays,  the 
kermes  is  common  all  over  Spain, 
principally  in  that  part  of  Aragon 
bordering  on  Catalonia,  in  Va- 
lencia, and  in  the  bifhoprick  of 
Badajoz  in  £ilrema4ura,  as  like- 
wife  in  Se timbre  of  Portugal, 
where  it  is  the  beft,  and  equal  to 
the  kermes  of  Galatia  and  Arme^ 
.nia,  Mr.  Hellot  of  the  French 
academy  of  fcieaces,  in  his  Art  of 
Dying,  chap.  12.  fays  it  is  found 
in  the  woods  of  Vauvert,  Vende-* 
man,  and  Narbonne;  but  mere 
abundantly  in  Spain,  towards  Ali- 
cant,  and  Valencia.  It  not  only 
abounds  in  Valencia,  but  alfo  in 
Murcia,  J'acn,  Cordova,  Seville, 
Eftremadura,  la  Mancha,  Serra- 
nias  de  Cuenca,  and  other  places. 

In  Xixona  and  Tierra  de  Rel- 
leu,  ther^  is  a  di(lri£t,  called  Pe 
la  Grana,  where  the  people  of 
Valencia  ^iirft  began  to  gather  it, 
whofe  example  was  followed  all 
over  Spain.  It  has,  forte  years, 
produced  thirty  thoufand  dollars 
(5000 1.)  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Xixona.  In  the  year  171 8,  there 
went  out  of  that  town,  Relleu, 
Buflbt,  Caftilla,  Ibi,  Tibi,  Unil, 
Santa  faz^  Muchiamel,  and  San 
Juan  de  la  Huerta  de  Alicante^ 


•  **  As  the  Phoenicians  neglected  the  anticnt  purple,  and  gave  a  preference  tp 
the  fcarier,  whofe  colour  is  Icfs  coftly  and  more  beiutiful ;  juft  fo,  the  French 
have  \o\  I'aken  our  fcarlct  for  that  of  the  Dutch*  This  new-invented  colour  was 
at  hr.ii  in  cilerm  on  account  of  its  brightncfs^  but  beinff  lefs  durable  than  that 
of  France,  and  under  a  notion  that  they  were  both  equally  liable  to  fpots,  they 
wcje  foun  hiid  addc,  which  occufioncd  the  dowufal  of  our  moil  valuable  cloth 
inaiiufajcluis:^*  * 
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above  a  tkoufand  perfons  to  ga- 
ther the  kermes^  which  was  after- 
wards fent  to  Aiicant,  where  it 
was  put  into  cafks  for  exportation, 
being  chiefly  ihipped  for  Genoa 
and  Leghorn »  patting  from  thence 
to  Tunis,  In  the  fame  year»  175S9 
they  gathered  about  300  arrobes  of 
kermes  at  Xixona,  which  fold  for 
yiboat  twenty-four  dollars  (4I.)  the 
arrobe*,  wuh  about  fix  percent, 
duty  aqd  fhippin^  charges,  till  on 
board.  Jn  the  kingdom  of  Seville 
{t  is  put  up  to  public  fale,  and  is 
generally  bought  by  the  people 
of  the  neighbourhood 9  whp  fell  it 
ggain  for  exportation  to  the  mer- 
chants of  C^ciiz, 

Both  antients  and  moderns  feem 
to  have  had  very  confufcd  notions 
concerning  the  origin  and  nature 
Df  the  kermes  ;  fome  confidering  it 
^s  a  fruit,  without  a  jult  know- 
ledge of  the  tree  which  produced 
it;  others,  taking  it  for  an  cx- 
crcfcencc  formed  oy  the  punfturc 
of  a  particular  'fly,  the  fame  as 
the  common  gall  obfervcd  upon 
oaks.  Tournefort  was  of  this 
number.  Count  Marfigli,  and 
Dr.  Nifole,  a  phyfician  of  Mont- 
pclier,  made  experiments  and  ob- 
fervations,  with  a  view  of  fur- 
ther difcoveries,  but  did  not  per? 
feftly  fucceed.  Two  other  phy- 
sicians at  Aix,  in  Provence,  Dr. 
Emeric,  and  Dr,  Garidel,  applied 
themfelves  about  the  fame  time, 
and  with  greater  fuccefs ;  having 
finally  difcovered  that  the  kermes 
is  in  reality  nothing  clfc  but  the 
body  of  an  infeQ  transformed  into 
^  grain,  berry  or  hufk,  according 
to  the  courfe  of  nature;  whofe 
Jiiflory  I  fhall  now  briefly  relate : 


The  progrefrof  this  transform  a* 
tion  muft  be  coniidered  at  three 
differenc  .feafons.  la  the  firfl. 
ilage,  at  the  beginning  of  March, 
an  animalcule,  no  larger  than  a 
grain  of  millet,  fcarce  able  to 
crawl,  is  perceived  Aicking  to  the 
branches  of  the  tree,  where  it  fixes 
itfelf,  and  foon  becomes  immove- 
able; at  this  period  it  grows  the 
mofl,  appears  to  fwell  and  thrive 
with  the  fuflenance  it  draws  in  by 
degrees :  this  ftate  of  reft  feems  to 
have  deceived  the  carious  obfcrvcr, 
it  then  refembiing  an  excrefcence 
of  the  bark :  during  this  period  of 
its  growth,  it  appears  to  be  cover- 
ed with  a  down,  extending  over 
its  whole  frame,  like  a  net,  and 
adhering  to  the  bark :  its  figure  is 
convex,  not  unlike  a  fmall  floe : 
in  fuch  pares  as  are  not  quite  hid- 
den by  this  foft  garment,  many 
bright  f pecks  are  perceived  of  a 
gold  colour,  as  well  as  ftripcs  run- 
ning acrofs  the  body  from  one 
fpace  to  another. 

At  the  fecond  llage  in  April,  its 
growth  is  com  pleated,  its  ihape  is 
then  round,  and  about  the  (ize  of 
a  pea:  it  has  then  acquired  more 
ftrengtb,  and  its  down  is  changed 
into  dud,  and  feems  to  be  nothing 
but  a  hulk,  or  a  capfule,  full  of  a 
reddifli  jiiice  not  unlike  difcolour- 
ed  blood. 

Its  third  date  is  towards  the  end 
of  May,  a  little  fooner  or  later, 
according  to  the  warmth  of  the 
climate.  The  hu(k  appears  replete 
with  fmall  eggs,  lefs  than  the  (ccd 
of  a  poppy.  Thefe  are  properly 
ranged  under  the  belly  of  the  in- 
fed,  progreilively  placed  in  the 
neil  of  down,  that  covers  its  body. 


*  An  arrobe  is  251b,  Spanilb  weight}  loolb.  Spanilh  weight  equal  to  971b, 
pngli/h, 

which 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NATURAL    HISTORY. 


103 


^hick  it  withdraws  in  proportion 
to  .the  number  of  eggs :  after  this 
work  is  performed,  it  foon  dies, 
though  it  All  I  .adheres  to  its  por- 
tion, reodering  a  further  fervice  to 
its  progeny,  and  (hielding  them 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther or  the  hoftile  attacks  of  an 
enemy.  In  a  good  feafon  they 
multiply  exceedingly,  having  from 
1800  to  2000  eggs,  which  pro- 
duce the  fame  number  of  animal- 
cules. The  apcients  knew  them 
to  be  infeds,  for  Pliny  fays, 
"  Coccum  ilicis  celerrime  in  ver- 
miculum  fe  mutans."  Lib.  24. 
fedt.  4.  When  obferved  with  the 
microfcope  in  July  or  Auguil,  we 
find  that  what  appeared  as  duil, 
are  fo  many  eggs,  or  open  cap- 
fales,  as  white  as  fuow,  out  of 
each  of  which,  iiTues  a  gold  co- 
loured animalcule,  of  the  fhape  of 
a^cockroche,  with  two  horns,  £x 
feet,  and  a  forked  tail. 

Mr.  De  Reaumur  has  placed  the 
kermes  in  the  clafs  of  gall  infects, 
on  account  of  the  analogy  in  their 
mode  of  propagation,  and  im- 
moveable form,  continuing  even, 
after  death,  like  the  other  Ipecies 
ef  this  clafs,  found  upon  different 
trees,  appearing  only  like  galls, 
or  excrescences,  to  the  moS  ac- 
curate naturalifts  :  therefore  they 
could  not  be  more  properly  named, 
than  gall  infers.  There  are  of 
them  of  different  fhapes  and  fize?, 
but  that  of  the  cojcoxa  or  carrafca 
(the  kermes)  is  of  a  fpherical  figure, 
about  the  fize  of  a  juniper  berry. 
It  is  found  molt  plentifully  on  the 
olde(l  and  lowell  trees,  and  when 
the  kermes  are  gathered  near  the 
Tea,  they  arc  larger  and  give  a 
brighter  colour  than  thofe  in  any 
other  places. 

There  are  feveral  fpecies  of  galls 


difeovered  on  different  trees  and 
plants  of  Spain,  though  they  only 
make  ufe  of  thofe  gathered  on 
oaks,  either  for  dying,  or  any 
other  pui'pofes ;  fuch  are  thofe, 
from  the  Levant,  called  Aleppo 
galls,  which  were  generally  made 
ufe  of,  till  it  was  difcovercd  by 
frequent  experiments,  that  the  new 
ingredient  called  dividivi  was  pre- 
ferable, bein|;  a  fruit  from  the 
province  of  Carracas,  and  Malu^ 
caybOf  in  South  America. 

The  great  myftery  which  hitherto 
had  not  been  difcovered,  by  thofe 
naturalfls  who  knew  how-to  diftin- 
guifli  the  gall  infeft,  from  the 
galls,  was  to  inveiligate  their  mode 
of  propagation  :  Mr.  de  Reaumur 
affures  us,  that  from  frequent  ob- 
fervations  it  appeared  to  him,  that 
there  are  both  male  and  female, 
but  that  Tome  which  are  extremely 
fmall,  transform .  themfclves  into 
gnats,  while  oth^s,  growing  larg-  ' 
er,  depofic  their  eggs,  without  any 
transformation ;  from  which,  and 
their  analogy  with  the  o:hers,  he 
concluded,  that  the  fmal^  gnats 
with  win?s,  though  large  in  com- 
parifon  with  their  body,  an'd  (Irip- 
ed  with  a  b^autifu'l  crimfDn,  were 
the  males  of  the  gall  infe^,  which 
he  obferved  with  the  help  of  a 
microfcope,  feeing  how  they  fe- 
cundate the  females,  before  they 
afTume  a  globular  form  towards 
March ;  but  this  happens  when  it 
is  fcarcely  ever  noticed,  and  in  fo 
fmgular  a  manner,  that  a  common 
obfcrver  would  never  imagine  fuch 
an  event  to  have  happened,  or 
even  fuppofe,  that  the  males  which 
he  faw  frlfking  about,  had  the 
leail  connexion  with  the  females ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  were  fmall 
gnats  which  accidentally  light  upon 
the  fame   boughs  j  if  to  this  ob- 
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fervation  we  add,  that  as  the  new 
kermes  which  come  forth  in  JUne, 
remain  fmall  without  cngajring  our 
attention  till  March  enfuing,  when 
they  begin  to  fvvell  without  any 
appearance  of  animal  life,  it  will 
notbethoughtfoexrrao  dinary^that 
they  have  been  generaiiy  held  a^ 
a  vegetable  production.  In  Lan- 
guedoc,  and  Provence,  the  poor 
are  pmployed  to  gather  the  kermes, 
the  women  letting  their  nails  grow 
for  that  parpofe,  in  order  to  pick 
them  off  with  greater  facility. 

The  cuftoni  of  lopping  off  the 
Loughs  fs  very  injudicious,  as  by 
this  means  they  deftray  the  next 
year's  harveft.  Some  women  will 
gather  two  or  three  pounds  a  day, 
the  great  point  -being  to  know  the 
places  where  they  are  moft  likely 
to  be  found  in  any  quantity^  and 
to  gather  them  early  with  the 
morning  dew,  as  the  leaves  are 
more  pliable  a^d  tender  at  that 
time,  than  after  they  have  been 
dried  and  parched  by  the  rays  of 
the  fun ;  ftrong  dews  will  occa- 
iionaily  make  them  fall  from  the 
trees  iboner  than  ufual :  when  the 
proper  feafon  paffes,  they  fall  off 
of  themfelves,  and  become  food 
for  birds,  particularly  doves.  Some- 
times there  will  be  a  fecond  pro- 
duftion,  which  is  commonly  of  a 
lefs  fize  with  a  fainter  tinge.  The 
£rft  is  generally  found  adhering 
to<  the  bark,  as  well  ns  on  the 
branches  and  flalks ;  the  fecond  is 
principally  on  the  leaves,  as  the 
worms  choofe  that  part  where  the 
nutritious  juice  preferves  iifelf  the 
^  longeil,  is  moil  abundant,  and  can 
be  mod  cafily  devoured  in  the 
fiiort  time  that  remains  of  their 
pxiftence,  the  bark  bei(ig  then 
dtier  and  harder  than  the  leaves. 


Thofe  who  boy  the  kermes  ta 
fend  to  foreign  parts,  fpread  it  on 
Hnnen.  taking  care  to  fprinkJc  it 
with  vinegar,  to  kill  the  worms 
that  are  within,  which  produces  a 
red  dud  which  in  Spain  is  fepa- 
rated  from  the  hufk.  Then  they 
let  it  dry,  paffin^  it  through  a 
fearce,  and  make  it  up  into  bags. 
In  the  middle  of  each  its  proportion 
of  red  duft  put  in  a  little  leather 
bag  alfo  belongs  to  the  buyer,  and 
then  it  is  ready  for  exportation, 
being  always  in  demand  on  the 
African  coaft. 

The  people  of  Hinojos,  Bon  ares, 
Villalba,  and  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom  of  Seville,  dry  it  on  mars 
in  the  fun,  flirring  it  about,  and 
feparating  the  red  d lift,  which  is 
the  fined  part,  and  being  mixed 
wi'.h  vinegar,  goes  by  the  name  of 
F  aft  el.  The  fame  is  done  with  the 
hulks ;  but  thefe  have  but  half  the 
value  of  the  dud. 

There  is  no  doubt,  bot  if  this 
branch  of  indudry  was  more  clofe- 
ly  attended  to,  there  is  yet  room 
for  improvement,  and  the  kermes 
would  give  a  brighter  colour,  fi- 
roilar  to  that  obtained  from  the 
cochineal,  likewifean  infei^l  found  > 
in  the  Mexican  woods  on  a  plant 
called  nopal  by  the  Americans, 
and  tvna  by  the  Spaniards  \  being 
tiie  opuntia  malcima  folio  obtofo 
rot  undo  of  Sic  Hans  xSloane,  and 
the  cadus  opuntia  of  Linneus. 

It  is  reniarked  that  thofe  plants 
which  are  cultivated  by  art,  give 
a  much  finer  cochineal,  known  by 
the  name  cf  medica,  fo  called  from 
the  quantities  coiIe'(^ed  of  it  in  the 
di drift  of  Meteca,  in  the  province 
of  Honduras*. 

But  neither  the  cochineal,  the 
kermes,  or  any  fimilar  produ6lion. 


*  See  ieeond  memoir  of  Mr.  de  Reaymur,  torn.  4. 
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^l^o!d  afford  that  beautiful  colour, 
were  it  not  for  the  faks^employed 
•in  the  Jye  by  the  dyers,  to  bring 
it  to  perfedion.  Mr.  Maquer,  in 
his  art  of  dying  iilfes,  affarcs  us, 
that  the  white  tartar  employed  for 
crimfbn  colours,  gives  by  means  of 
its  acidity,  that  brilliancy  to  co- 
chineal, and  that  though  other 
acids  might  produce  the  fame  ef- 
fe^,  it  wop  Id  not  be  with  fo  much 
foccefs.  Mr.  Goguet,  in  his  "  ori- 
gin of  laws,  arts  and  fcicnces,*' 
tells  U9,  the  ancients  ufed  a  great 
deal  of  fait,  to  make  their  dyes 
folid,  and  permanent,  fapplying 
the  place  of  our  chemical  prepa- 
rations by  other  fecrets  unknown  to 
us.  Plutarch,  in  the  life  of  Alex- 
ander the  Great,  mentions,  that 
conqueror  having  found  in  the 
treaiures  of  the  King  of  Perfia,  a 
prodigious  qt^antity  of  purple  ^ufFs, 
which  chough  they  had  lain  by 
above  one  hundred  and  ninety 
years,  ftill  preferved  their  luftre, 
becaufe  they  had  been  prepared 
with  honey ;  behold,  fays  Mr.  Go- 
quet,  a  fecret  unknown  to  us ! 
but' if  we  reflect  for  a  moment, 
that  honey  is  a  vegetable  fait,  like 
fugar,  we  (hall  find  it  to  be  the 
fame  as  tartar,  which  is  no  more 
than  an  e/Tential  fait  of  wine ;  fo 
that  the  falts  employed  by  the  an- 
cients, were  equivalent  to  thofe 
ufed  at  prcfent  in  the  dye-houfc. 
Probably  the  falts  of  fruits  have 
the  fame  eiFcft  in  the  manner  they 
are  ufed  in  Perfia  for  dying  of  filk, 
where,  inftead  of  tartar  and  honey, 
they  ufe  the  pulp  of  red  melons, 
well  dried,  mixed  with  allum,  ba- 
rilla, and  other  falts. 

The  kermes  of  Spain  is  prefer- 
red on  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  on 
account  of  its  good nefs.  The  peo- 
jple  of  Tunis  m^  it  with  that  of 


Tetuan,  for  dying  thofe  fcarlet 
caps  fo  much  ufed  in  the  Levant^ 
The  TuTiiiians  export  every  year 
above  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou^ 
fand  dozen  of  thefe  caps>  which 
yields  to  the  Dey  a  revenue  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thoafand 
hard  dollars,  (33,750!.)  per  an- 
num for  duties  ;  fo  that,  exclufive 
of  the  ufes  and  advantages  of 
kermes  in  medicine,  it  appears  to 
be  a  very  valuable  branch  of  coni- 
merce  in  Spain,  and  there  is  ftill 
fufficient  encouragement  to  uf^ 
every  effort  for  its  improvement. 


Th  Method  of  making  Saltpetre  in 
Spain.     From  the  fame. 

IN  the  year  1754,  I  received 
orders  from  the  miniftry  to  in» 
{pe^  into  feveral  faltpeire  works* 
as  well  as  into  the  making  of  gun- 
powder, whigh  having  complied 
with,  the  following  refledlions  oc- 
curred to  my  mind. 

All  the  profeflbrs  of  chemiftry  I 
had  converfed  with,  either  in 
•France  or  in  Germany,  laid  down 
as  a  fixed  principle,  that  there  are 
three  mineral  acids  in  nature  :  that 
the  vitriolic,  is  the  univerfal  one, 
belonging  to  metals,  from  whence 
the  other  two  arife.  That  the  ni- 
trous  is  fecond  in  adUyity,  and 
belongs  to  the  vegetable  kingdom, 
and  the  marine  being  the  weakeft 
of  all,  is  homogeneous  to  fi(l^. 
They  do  |iot  include  the  animal 
acid,  which,  united  with  thephlo- 
giilon,  forms  the  phofphorus.  I 
was  further  taught,  that  the  fixed 
alkali  of  faltpecre,  did  not  exift 
purely,  and  fimply  in  nature,  but 
was  generated  by  fire,  and  when 
they  found  faltpetre,  to  be  dug 
out  of  the  earth  naturally  in  the 
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£a(t  Indies,  thev  thought  to  iblve 
the  difficalc/y  by  faying  it  pro* 
ceeded  from  the  incineration  of 
woods,  which  had  impregnated 
the  earth  with  this  fixed  alkali, 
the  bafisoffaltpetre;  fo  that  I  had 
been  led  to  believe,  it  was  formed 
by  certain  combinations,  that  took 
place  in  the  z€t  of  com bu  (lion ; 
but  I  foon  found  my  error,  when 
J  had  had  feen  the  method  of  mak^ 
ing  faltpetre  in  the  different  pro- 
vinces of  Spain.  I  have  now  evi- 
dent proofs  that  the  bafis  of  nitre 
really  exifts  in  the  earth  and  in 
plants,  the  fame  as  in  the  Seda  of 
Alicant.  Let  thefe  learned  gen- 
tlemen come  to  Spain,  they  may 
convince  themfelves  of  this  truth, 
and  fee  falcpccre  with  its  alkaline 
bafis,  in  the  manufadures  of  Caf- 
tile,  Aragon,  Navarre,  Valencia, 
Murcia,  and  Andalufia,  where  it 
is  made  without  the  affiftance  of 
vegetable  matter;  fome limes  throw- 
ing  in  a  handful  of  afhes  of  mat- 
weed,  merely  to  filter  the  lye  of 
earth,  and  though  they  often  meet 
with  gypfeous  Hone  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  their  works,  yet  they 
make  excellent  faltpetre  by  boiling 
the  lixivium  of  their  lands  only, 
in  which  they  do  not  find  an  acorn 
.of  gypfum ;  confequencly  they  have 
eunpowder  in  Spain,  without  be- 
ing indebted  for  its  Extd.  alkali, 
to  the  vegetable  kingdom,  and 
without  the  viiible  or  fenfible  con- 
verfion  of  the  vitriolic  acid  of  gyp- 
fum into  the  nitrous. 

Having  thus  difcovered  in  Spain 
a  per  fed  fixed  alkali  in  the  earth, 
I  purfued  my  obferVations  on  other 
.falts,  and  vegetable  produ6kions, 
and  after  many  refie£tions  and  ex- 
periments, I  difcovered  that  fimi- 
lar  fixed  alkalies,  many  oils,  and 
n«u;ral  falls,  proceed  from  di^<;r- 


ent  combinatioBs  of  the  air,  «irtk» 
and  water,  with  fuch  matters  a^ 
the  air  conveys  in  a  dififolved  ftate, 
and  that  thefe  thre^  eleneats, 
rifing,  falling,  and  meeting,  com- 
bine togiether,  and  form  new 
bodies  in  the  organs  of  vegeta- 
tion. 

Thofe  who  are  verfed  in  phy- 
fics,  agree,  that  all  the  fubibinces 
of  the  vtry  globe  we  inhabit,  con- 
fift  of  the  combinations  of  fire, 
water»  earth,  and  air;  why  then 
deny  them  the  power  of  combin- 
ing, in  the  living  organs  of  plaou  ? 
when  we  fo  often  perceive  in  them, 
the  faculty  of  chang;ioff,  and  trans- 
forming produdions  in  the  king, 
dom  ofnatare.  In  proof  of  it,  we 
find  that  many  cruciformed  plants 
give,  by  analyfis,  the  fame  volaule 
alkali  as  animals,  notwithilanding 
that  their  tubes  are  fimtlar  to  the 
eye  with  thofe  that  give  acids. 

Some  plants  have  their  roots  fo 
fmall,  and  yet  their  branches, 
leaves  and  fruit  fo  ponderous,  that 
it  appears  impoilible,  fo  inconii. 
derable  a  root  ihould  draw  fufti- 
cient  nurture  out  of  the  earth  for 
fuch  various  purpofes.  It  feems 
therefore,  that  the  ambient  air, 
containing  many  diifolved  bodies, 
penetrates  into  the  planes,  and 
combines  in  the  vegetative  tubes, 
forming  thofe  fubilances  difcovered 
by  analyfation. 

I  have  frequently  feen  water 
melons  in  Spain  weigh  from  twro- 
ty  to  thirty  pounds,  with  a  (iem  of 
only  two  or  three  ounces,  fo  great 
was  the  increafe  of  the  fibrous  and 
tubulous  fubflance  of  thofe  plants, 
owing  to  the  watery  particles  they 
imbibed  from  the  air.  It  ihould 
feem  then,  that  many  plan^^  draw 
their  principal  iupport  from  the 
air,  water,  and  a  Imali  portion  of 
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*arch«  combined  by  ihe  inpercep- 
cible  labour  of  the  vegetative  cubes, 
and  veflels  of  air,  which  convert 
thoie  matteri  into  the  prodo6U  we 
con  ceoi plate,  and  tafte  $  many 
plants  producing  all  thefe  effrfts 
in  water  only  ;  and  we  find  that 
mint,  and  other  odoriferous  plants, 
whofe  roots  grow  in  water,  and  in 
the  air,  give  the  fame  fpiritus  rec- 
tor, and  Otis,  as  thofe  that  grow 
in  the  earth. 

Botao  His  know  very  well  that 
thofe  aquatic  plants  that  fpmg  up 
from  the  bottom  of  waters  have, 
with  a  verr  trifling  deviation,  the 
fame  properties  and  qualities  in 
the  frozen  regions,  as  in  fultry 
and  parching  climates,  and  that 
their  acrimony,  caufticity,  infipi* 
dity,  and  coohiefs,  are  invariable. 

The  experiments  made  by  Van 
Helmont  on  the  willow  tree,  mak- 
ing it  grow  in  water,  and  a  fmall 
portion  of  dried  earth,  fhew  how 
mnch  air,  and  water,  added  to  the 
internal  labour  of  plants,  contri- 
bute to  vegetation. 

Ih  the  memoirs  of  the  French 
academy  of  fciences,  we  find  ex- 
periments of  a  celebrated  cbemifl, 
to  prove  the  exillence  of  three 
neutral  faits,  in  the  extract  of  bor- 
rage.  If  he  had  gone  further,  and 
proved  that  one  of  thefe  three  falts, 
exifted  in  the  earth,  which  pro- 
duced the  borrage,  he  would  have 
ill  unrated  the  iyflem  of  phyfics, 
and  cleared  up  the  point  1  am 
fpeaking  of.  The  fame  memoirs 
mention  another  academician,  who 
reared  an  oak  for  many  years, 
only  with  water,  the  confequences 
of  which  fpeak  for  themfelves. 

There  are  millions  of  firs  about 
Valladolid,  and  Tortofa,  replete 
with  turpentine,  and  growing  in  a- 
fmall  portion  of  earth,  and  great 


quantity  of  fand,  in  which  it 
wonld  be  difficult  to  prove  that 
the  thoafandth  part  of  the  turpen- 
tine, fo  plentiftilly  produced  by 
thefe  trees,  had  exifted ;  of  courfe, 
it  moifc  be  owing  to  channels  of 
air,  conne^ed  with  the  tubes  of 
vegetation. 

The  condndory  vefTels  of  the 
wormwood  of  Granada,  convey  a 
bitternefs  to  the  very  juice  of  the 
fagar  cane,  which  grows  by  its 
fide :  the  foil  of  the  king's  botanic 
garden  at  Madrid,  is  of  one  equal 
kind,  for  all  the  different  plants 
that  are  reared  there  ;  yet  fome 
produce  a  wholefome  fruit,  while 
others  near  them,  are  polfonons  ; 
and  one,  with  fixed  alkali,  will 
thrive  clofe  to  another,  full  of  vo- 
latile alkali. 

The  mountains  and  vallies  of 
Spain,  as  well  as  the  gardens,  are 
full  of  aromatic  plants,  yet  I  do 
not  know  that  any  body  has  ever 
extra^ed  by  analyfis,  any  aroma- 
tic water,  or  volatile  oil,  from  any 
uncultivated  land. 

The  variation  of  foil,  or  cul- 
ture, may  alter  the  form  of  plants, 
change.thc  luftre  of  their  di  apery, 
or  give  additional  flavour  to  their 
fruif,  but  it  can  never  change 
their  elTencc,  and  nature.  In 
proof  of  this,  it  is  known,  there 
is  only  one  indigenous  tulip  in 
Europe,  (I  found  it  in  flower  near 
Almaden,}  it  is  fmall,  yellow,  and 
ugly,  appearing  only  in  the  fpring. 
Gardeners  may  invent  modes  of 
cultivation,  try  all  the  climates  of 
of  Europe,  they  may  produce  larg- 
er tulips  with  brighter  colours, 
but  they  all  will  be  inodorous  ; 
and  the  litcie  tuiip  of  Spain  will 
give,  by  analyfi?,  the  very  fame 
product  as  the  moll  fuperb  of  the 
eaft,  whofe  beautiful  garment  in 
commoa 
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coflimon  with  other  gay  flowers,  is 
owing  to  the  ph!ogifi.on  in  the  or-^^ 
gans  of  vegetation,  and  not  to 
iron  as  has  been  thought.  This 
phlogifton  is  inanifeft  oy  analyfis 
in  the  leaves,  where  the  leaft  atom 
of  iron  has  never  been  difcovered. 

There  are  many  lands  in  Spain 
which  naturally  produce  f^iltpetre, 
feafalt,  and  vitriolic  falu;  but 
the  plants  which  grow  fponuneouf- 
ly  in  chofc  foiU,  give  by  analyiis 
the  fame  prpdudb  as  thofe  of  their 
ipecies  in  gardens,  where  there 
never  was  any  appearance  of  falt- 
petre,  fea-fa)t,  or  vitriolic  acid. 

Analize  as  often  as  you  pleafe, 
thofe  plants  fb  numerous  near  iron 
mines,  whofe  roots  penetrate  into 
the  vtry  ore,  or  thofe  that  grow  in 
ferruginous  and  fuper&cial  earth. 
1  am  fure  you  will  notcolledi  from 
their  roots,  branches,  afhes,  ex- 
tradis,  or  oils,  more  iron,  than 
what  is  found  in  the  {^vae  fpecies 
of  plants  that  fpring  up  in  places 
witnout  the  leall  communication 
with  any  fuch  minerals. 

Whatever  efficacy  there  may  be 
in  culture,  and  manure,  to  re- 
move, abforb,  and  open  the  pores 
of  the  earth,  enriching  the  watery 
panicles,  that  rife  in  the  vegeta- 
tive  tubes,  conveying  new  fub- 
itances  which  contribute  to  that 
perfc^ion,  we  obferve,  from  the 
foil,  and  which  they  lofe  when 
tranfplanced,  yet  they  (till  attain 
various  fubitances  of  vegetation 
from  the  air,  which  chemhls  may  . 
lock  for  in  va^in  in  the  earth  ^. 


Many  plants  are  emollient  in 
jhe  fpring  aird  fummer,  and  ailrin- 
gent  in  autumn  and  winter.  Their 
mucilaginous  quHtity  admits  of  A- 
teratiorl  in  the  tubes,  and  the  com- 
bination  of  earth,  air,  and  water, 
engenders  a  vitriolic  acid  f,  juitas 
the  alkali  and  the  leaves  jeceive 
colour  from  the  phlogiiion  ;  from 
whence  I  conceive  the  reafon  of  cbe 
nitrous  foil  in  Spitin,  abounding 
with  fuch  a  prodigicus  quantity  o( 
fixed  natural  alkali ;  which  calls 
to  my  mind  what  is  fondly  ad- 
vanced by  the  adepts,  *'  that  feme 
lands  bave  the  uatur^J  properties 
of  loadftone  toattrad  peculiar  fub- 
ftances  from  the  air." 

It  is  certain  then,  that  plants 
have  proper  tubes  to  attract  the 
elements,  and  form  a  natural  fixed 
alkali,  and  have  peculiar  feparate 
principles  which  ou ly  combine  by 
the  means  of  fire  in  the  ad^of  com* 
bullion  to  form  that  artificial  fixed 
alkali  I  had  been  taught  to  believe 
was  the  only  one  that  exifted  in 
nature. 

Pt-rhaps  the  foda  and  falicoroia 
may  thrive  better  when  nurtured 
by  fait  water,  but  it  is  no  lefs  cer- 
tain that  the  alkaline  bafis  of  com- 
mon fait  is  found  formed  in  thcib 
two  plants,  and  in  many  others  as 
well  as  in  the  barilla,  which  is 
fowed  in  many  pfarts  of  Spain, 
where  they  make  as  good  foap  as 
that  famous  fort  at  Alrcafnt  made 
with  foda  and  falicornia.  With 
,refpe£t  to  neutral  falts,  there  are  st 
leail  five  fubflances,  in  which  they 


•  The  ingenious  author  of  this  reafoning  does  not  fecm  to  be  aware,  rhnt  it 
woiihl  be  equally  fruitlels  to  look  for  thefc  fobftances  in  the  water,  or  in  the 
air.  It  is  true  that  we  cannot  extraft  turpentine  from  the  fand,  or  from  the 
earth,  in  which  the  fir  trees  of  Vallidolid  and  Tortofa  grow;  bur  it  is  equally 
tiue,  that  we  cannot  extrafl  it  either  from  the  air,  or  from  the  watered  thulc 
counrrtes. 

•}■  The  c;cifler.pc  of  vitrioac  acid  ip  ve^ctablc^  has  npp  yet  been  proved. 
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are  foahd,  viz.  earth,  plants,  fait 
water,  mineral,  and  artificial  fub- 
ftances. 

After  this  digreflicn,  let  us  now 
fee  how  faltpctre  is  generally  made 
in  France  and  in  Spain  ;  I  iay  no- 
ihing  of  England  or  Holland,  be- 
caiife  they  make  none,  importing 
what  they  wane  from  the  Eaft  In* 
dies,  where  it  is  found  naturally 
in  the  earth,  as  in  Spain,  where  I 
have  fcen  faltpctre  made  wiih  the. 
lixivium  of  nitrons  earth,  collefked 
in  places  where  perhaps  there  never 
was  a  tree  nor  a  plant.  • 

In  Paris  they  have  fcventefn 
falcpetre  works:  every  thing  chac 
is  carried  on  there,  as  well  as  in 
other  pans  of  the  kingdom^  is  done 
according  to  royal  ordinances,  in 
the  manner  I  am  going  to  re!ate  ; 
th^  rubbifh  and  iiitb  of  old  houies 
h  carried  to  the  works,  and  poand- 
ed  with  hammers  ;  the  dull  is  then 
put  into  cafks,  perforated  at  bot- 
tom, t!ic  aperture  covered  with 
flraw,  to  give  a  free  paBage  to.the 
liquor.  Water  is  then  poured  on 
thi:>  dud,  which  in  its  paifage  car* 
ries  away  all  the  faline  matter. 
This  impregnated  matter  is  called 
a  lye,  which  if  they  were  at  that 
period  to  boil,  would  produce  fait* 
peire  of  a  greafy  nature;  to  re- 
medy  this,  they  purchafe  the  afhes 
of  all  the  wood  fires  in  Paris,  from 
which  chey  atfo  draw  a  lye  that  is 
nixed  with  the  former,  then  boil 
up  the  whole*.  In  proportion  as 
the*water  evaporates,  the  common 
ialt  which  cryllallizes  when  hot, 
foon  falls  to  the  bottom  of  the 
cauldron  >  and  the  faltpetre,  which 


only  cryflallizes  wbea  cool,  re- 
^mains  diifolved  in  the  water.  They 
draw  oiFthis  water,  loaded  with  falt- 
petre, into  other  ve/Tels,  and  place 
it  in  the  (hade,  where  the  nitre 
cryftalizes.  This  is .  called  falc> 
petre  of  the  firft  boiling,  having 
Hill  fome  remains  of  common  falt» 
earth,  and  greafy  matter,  incor- 
porated with  it ;  it  is  conveyed  to 
the  arfeual  to  be  properly  refined, 
being  boiled  over  again,  and  Ich 
to  cryilalize  two  or  three  times,  or 
more  if  found  necefifary  ;  by  which 
means  it  is  cleared  of  all  its  impui* 
rities,  and  becomes  perfectly  adapjt^ 
ed  to  the  making  of  gunpowder, 
and  the  other  ufes  to  which  it  is 
applied  in  the  arts;  but 'for  medi- 
cal parpofes,  it  muft  undergo  anoU 
ther  purification.  Thofe  who  are 
curious  of  being  more  exaflly  in* 
formed,  may  find  a  very  accurate 
account  of  thefe  works  in  the  me* 
rooirs  of  the  academy,  of  fciences 
by  Mr.  Petit,  to  which  I  refer 
them. 

In  Spain,  where  a  third  part  of 
all  the  lands,  and  the  very  dull  on 
the  roads  in  the  eaAern  and  fouth- 
ern  parts  of  the  kingdom,  contain 
natural  faltpetre,  I  have  ieen  them 
prepare  it  in  the  foUowii^g  man- 
ner: 

They  plough  the  ground  two  or 
three  times  in  wiater,  and  fpring, 
near  the  villages.  In  Auguft  they 
pile  it  up  in  heaps  of  twenty  and 
thirty  feet  high  :  then  fill  with 
this  earth  a  range  of  veHels,  of  a 
conic  ihape,  perforated  at  bottom, 
obferving  to  cover  the  aperture 
with  mat- weed  and  a  few  afhes,  two 


*  The  fa£l  feemt  to  be  this ;  the  fait  they  obtain  from  the  lye  of  the  rubbiih» 
is  a  nine  with  an  earthy  bafis,  the  fixed  vegetable  alkali  procured  from  the  vicood 
a(hes  is  then  added;  this  alkali  precipitates  the  earth  from  the  nitrous  acid,  and 
taking  its  place,  forms  true  fahpetre.  v 
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or    three   fingers  deep,   that  the    that  cooftant  prodtiftion  of  fait'* 
water    may   jaft    filter    throogh.  %petre,    bat  his  only  afifwer  was, 

"  I  have  two  fields,  I  fow  one 
"  with  corn,  and  have  a-  crop,  I 
'*  f^ough  the  other,  and  it  fur- 
**  nifties  me  faltpetre." 

This  faltpetre  thas  cryftallized  is 
fimiiar  to  that  of  Paris  of  the  firft 
boiling.  In  Spain  they  only  boil 
it  once  more,  and  it  becomes  per. 
fed,  and  proper  for  making  of 
gonpowder,  aqaa  fbrtis,  and  other 


They  then  poor  on  the  water, 
(fometimes  without  putting  any 
aihes) ;  the  lye  that  refuits  from 
this  operation  is  pnt  into  a  botier. 
The  common  fait,  which  as  we 
faid  before  precipitates,  and  cry- 
ftallizes  when  warm,  falls  to  the 
bottom  of  the  cauldron  in  a  pro- 
portion of  40 lb.  to  a  quintal  of 
materials*;    then    the    liquor    it 


poured  into  backets  placed  in  the    puapofes  of  the  (hops.     Its  bafis 


fiiade,  where  it  (hoots,  and  cry 
ftallizes  into  (altpetre.  The  great 
quantit/  of  common  fait  which 
accompanies  the  nitre,  makes  me 
chink,  that  the  marine  acid  with 
its  bails  is  converted   into  nitre ^ 


placed  in  a  cellar,  attradtf  the 
dampnefs  of  the  air,  lofes  its  ac- 
tivity, and  forms  a  fixed  alkali, 
which  mixed  with  the  vitriolic 
add,  forms  a  vicriolated  tartar,  a 
certain  proof  that  the  nitrous  air* 


The  fame  earth,  deprived  of  its    of  Spain  is  natural  and  perfed  ia 
nitrous  .quaUcy  by  this  procefs,  is    itfelf,  without  the  afiiftance  of  djtj 


again  carried  back  to  the  fields, 
andexpofed  to  the  elements,  by 
which  meana  in  the  courfe  of  a 
twelvemonth,  affiled  by  the  aU- 
powerful  and  invifible  hand  of  na- 
ture, it  again  becomes  impregnat- 
ed with  a  frefh  fupply  of  nitre ; 
and  what  is  ftil|  more  forprtfing, 
and  caaoiot  be  obferved  without 


fix^ alkali  whatever. 

I  (hall  not  dwell  upon  the  pro- 
portion of  faltpetre,  fulphur,  and 
coal,  nfed  in  the  making^  of  gun- 
powder; as  it  depends  upon  ex- 
perience, and  is  generally  known. 
I  was  prefent  at  the  proofs  made 
by  the  king's  officers  in  Granada, 
to  afcertain   whether  the  pbwder 


admiring  the  wonderful  works  of    had  the  qualities  required,  in  or- 


the  omnipotent  Creator,  the  fame 
lands  have  produced  time  imme* 
morial  an  equal  quantity  of  fait* 
petre;  fo  that  if  the  fupreme 
power  was  to  annihilate  aJl  the 
fafidcious  faltpetre  of  France  and 
Germany,  Spain  alone  could  fup- 
ply the  reft  of  the  world,  without 
the  aid  >of  a.  fixed  alkalit  aihes  or 
vegetables,  if  public  ceconomy 
joined  hands  with  induftry,  and 
aifided  in  bringing  thefe  great 
points  to  perfection .  I  once  aflced 
one  of  thefe  people  the  reafon  of 


der  to  be  admitted  or  refufed ;  but 
I  do  not  think  thofe  proofs  were 
to  the  purpofe,  as  new  made  pow- 
der perhaps  may  throw  a  ball  to 
the  diftance  required  ;  yet  to  form 
a  true  judgment  of  its  real  quality 
and  goodnefs,  it  (hould  be  tried  in 
different  places  and  climates,  and 
at  various  ftafons  of  the  year ;  for 
I  am  convinced  that  the  gun^ 
powder  which  would  come  up  to 
the  ftrength  required  by  the  kiog 
in  the  dry  and  warm  climate  of 
Andalufia,  would   be  found  defi- 


*    •  The  Spanifh  quintal  is  100 lb.  wci|rht,  and  about  971b.  Englifli. 
arrobe  of  Madrid  is  ^s  ^h.  SpaniOi,  and  lour  arrobes  make  one  quintal. 
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cient  in  the  damp  and  moift  air 
of  Galiciay  which  ihews  how  little 
fuch  experiments  are  to  be  de- 
pended upon.  Of  all  the  inven- 
tions 1  know  of  for  this  pnrpofe» 
the  leiaH  im perfect  is  that  of  Mr. 
Barcy^  a  deiign  of  which  may  be 
feen  in  the  Srft  volume  of  Mr. 
Beaome's  treatife  on  chemiflry. 

When  the  Count  de  Aranda  was 
diredlor  of  the  engineers,  I  re- 
member' an  old  officer  of  artillery 
informed  me  that  in  the  laft  wars 
in  Italy,  he  had  feen  barrels  of 
gunpowder,  that  were,  good  in  the 
morning,  and  bad  thp  next  night : 
this  did  not  furprize  me,  knowing 
the  variations  of  weather,  and  the 
effedsof  dampnefs  piercing  through 
the  cafksr  and  damaging  the  pow- 
der, fo  as  to  render  it  unfit  for 
fervice,  for  which  reaibn  every  pre- 
caution (hould  be  taken  to  guard 
againft  thefe  incpnveniences. 


Extract  from  Dr.  Ingenhoufz'j  Ac- 
count of  a  nenv  inflammable  Air^ 
nvbicb  can  be  made  in  a  Moment 
lAjithout  Apparatuif  and  is  as  ft 
for  Explofion  as  a/ty  other  infam^ 
'  mahJe  Gaffes, 

[From  the  Fb^f.-  Tranf.  Vol.  69.] 

TH  E  difcovery  of  the  various 
kinds  oF  inflammable  airs 
or  galTcs  becoming  powerfully  ex- 
plofive,  when  they  arc  mixed  with 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  common 
air,  and  ilill.nK)re  fo  when  they 
are  cambioed  with  dephlogifti- 
cated  air,  is  one  of  thofe  improve- 
ments in  natural  philofophy  which, 
giving  occaiion  to  various  amu.iinjf 
and  interefting  experiments,  have 
call  at  the  fame  thne  a  new  light  upon 
fome  powerful  agents,  whofe  roif- 


III 

chievoas  force  was  known,  thoogh 
ibeir  nature  was  ftill  in  the  dark. 

As  thofe  inHammable  airs  have 
been  of  late  years  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal philofophicaL  amufements,  I 
intend  to  lay  before  the  Royal  So- 
ciety an  eafy  method  df  producing, 
without  any  trouble  or  particular 
apparatus,  fuch  quantity  of  an  in- 
flammable air  ^or  gafs  as  may  be 
reouired. 

being  at  Amfterdam  in  Novem- 
ber 1777,  Meflieurs  ^neae  and 
Cuthbertfon,  two  ingenious  philo- 
fophers  of  that,  city,  were  fo  good 
as  tp  ihew  .mc  fome  curious  expe- 
riments with  exploiive  and  in- 
flammable, airs  of  diflerent  kinds. 
They  produced  an  inflammable 
air,  by  mixing  together  equal 
quantities  of  oil  of  vitriol  and  fpi- 
rit  of  wine,  and  applying  heat  to 
the  phial  containing  the  com- 
pound. A  great  quantity  of  white 
vapour  was  extricated,  which, 
pafling  up  the  inverted  receiver 
filled  with  water,  fettled  at  .the 
top  and  deprefled  the  water,  a^ 
other  airs  do.  This  air  foon  be- 
came clear,  the  white  fames  being 
abforbed  by  the  water.  This,  air 
was  eaiily  lighted  in  an  open  cy- . 
lindrical  glafs,  and  burnt  almoft 
as  clear  as  a  candle,  the  flame  de- 
fcending  gradually  lower  and  lower 
till  it  reached  the  bottom.  A' very 
little  quantity  of  this  air  mixed 
with  common  or  dephlogidicated 
air,  for  rnflance,  one  fourteenth 
of  one  tenth  part,,  and  kindled  by 
an  ele^ical  fpark,'  exploded  with  ' 
•a  very  loud  report,  and^  fliattered 
the  glafs  topieces  in  which  it  yvas 
kindled,  when  it  did  not  find  a 
ready  vent. 

They  had  contrived  a  kind  of  Ji 
piftol  for  thepnrpofe,  coniifling  of 
a  ftrong  cylindrical  glkfs  tube  with 
a  pi  (ton  adapted   to  it.    To  the 

end 
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end  of  this  tube  was  fixed  a  brafa 
barrel,  like  that  of  a  common 
piftol :  into  this  barrel  a  brafs  bul-"" 
let  was  put  loofe,  fo  that  the  bar- 
rel was  placed  st  little  above  thei 
level,  to  prevent  the  bullet  rolling 
out.  The  barrel  was  dirc6led  to  a 
board  of  oak  at  eight  or  ten  fe^t 
diftance.  A  proper  quantity  of 
common  and  inflammable  air  (pro- 
duced in  the  manner  above  men- 
tioned) being  drawn  into  the  glafs 
tube  by  means  of  the  pifton,  it 
was  fired  by  di reding  an  elcArical 
cxplofion  through  it.  The  explo- 
iion  was  very  loud  :  the  ball  hit 
the  board  with  fuch  a  force  that  it 
made  a  flrong  impreilion  in  it»  and 
recoiled  with  a  confiderable  force, 
fo  as  to  hit  the  wall  behind  us, 
and  to  put  us  in  fome  danger  of 
being  nurt  by  its  rebounding 
force. 

The  fame  gentlemen  told  me, 
that  this  inflammable  air  had  in 
fome  refpefts  the  advantage  over 
the  inflammable  airs  cxtradled  from 
metals  by  the  vitriolic  or  marine 
acid,  and  that  extra^teid  from  mud 
ibr  marlhes ;  becaufe  this  air  being 
heavier  than  either  of  thefe  airs, 
and  even  than  common  air,  is  not 
fo  eaflly  loft  out  of  an  open  veflel ; 
and,  that  when  it  efcapcs  Into  the 
open  air,  it  agreeably  perfume's 
the  room  with  the  fmell  ofjfiraus 
*vitrioli  ifulcis  or  xiher ;  whereas 
the  other  inflammable  airs,  which 
from  their  lefs  fpecific  gravity 
efcape  eafily  iftto  the  common  air, 
yield  an  ofFenfive^  difagreeable 
llcnch. 

Mr.  iEneac,  hiiving  exAmindd 
the  fpecific  gravities  oF  the  diiFer- 
enc  inflammable  airs  compared  with 
common  air,  favoured  me  with  the 
following  refult  of  his  inquiries  : 
A  veflel,  which  contained  the 


weight  of  138  grains  of  common 
air,  contained  25  grains  of  inflam- 
mable air  extrafted  from  irOn  by 
vitriolic  acid,  and  92  grains  of  in- 
flammable air  cxtrafted  from  m act 
crrmarfhfes,  and  150  grains  of  that 
cxCra£!ed  from  oil  o?  vitriol  and 
fpirit  cTf  wine. 

I  was  much  pleafed  with  the 
above  mentioned  experiment,  and 
immediatdy  thought  that  the  ope- 
ration of  extrading  this  inflamma- 
ble air  or  vapour  could  be  dif- 
penfed  with  by  eniploying  vitriolic 
sether,  which  in  reality  is  contain- 
ed in  the  vapour  expelled  by  heat 
from  oil  of  vitriol  and  fpirit  of  wine, 
which  vapour,  condcnfcd  in  the 
procefs  of  diflillation,  yields 
iBther. 

The  firft  attempts  I  made  proved 
onfu(^cefsful ;  however,  the  rea- 
fons  why  I  did  not  fucceed  ir  th<* 
beginning  I  found  afterwards  to 
be,  either  that  I  employed  too 
great  a  quantity  of  asther,  or  that 
the  air  or  vapour  of  the  aether  was 
not  thoroughly  incorporated  witk 
the  other  air;  for  the  fame  nuni- 
ber  of  drops  of  aether  poured  into 
the  air  piflol,  which  would  not 
produce  an  explofion  when  the 
piflol  was  not  (haken,  made  a  very 
loud  one  when  it  was  forcibly  agi- 
tated. 

The  fareft  method  of  fuccecding 
T  find  to  be  the  following :  I  dip 
a  fmall  glafs  tube,  open  on  both 
fides,  and  the  bore  of  which  is  one 
twelfth  of  ah  inch  in  diameter,  into 
a  phral  containijig  asther,  and  when 
tvVo  or  three  drops  of  thri  liquid  ha^e 
entered  the  tube  I  apply  my  finger 
to  the  upper  end  of  it,  to  keep  the 
liquor  fulpcnded..  I  take  thc'toWe 
out  of  the  phial,  and  thrufl  it 
immediately  into  a  fmall  caoMt- 
cbohck,  or  elaftic  gum  bottle  :  this 
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beiog  Jone»  I  withdraw  my  finger 
from  the  tube,  and  take  it-  out  of 
the  €aoutchcuck ;  thus  the  little 
4}uantity  of  aether,  fufpendcd  in  the 
end  of  the  tube,  is  dropped  into 
the  caeutchouck,  the  neck  of  which 
is  to  be  immediately  inverted  into 
the  orifice  of  the  air  piftol,  and, 
after  giving  it  a  gentle  fqueeze, 
withdrawa  out  of  it :  after  which, 
a  bullet  or  a  cork  is  to  be  thruft 
into  the  mouth  of  the  piftol,  when 
it  is  ready  for  firing.  This  whole 
operation  may  be  performed  in  the 
fpace  of  five  or  fix  feconds. 

The  confiderable  force  of  explo- 
fion,  and  the  loud  report  of  the 
ordinary  inflammable  airs,  induc- 
ed Mr.  Volta,  of  Como,  to  be- 
lieve, that  thefe  airs  might,  per- 
haps, become  a  fubftitute  to  gun- 
powder. If  this  expe£tation  had 
been  well  founded,  the  greateft 
defideratum  would,  I  think,  have 
have  been  to  find  out  a  way  to  pro- 
duce fuch  air'  at  any  time  without 
trouble,  and  to  carry  it  about  in 
as  little  compafs  as  poffible :  which 
two  conditions  I  (hould  have  pretty^ 
nearly  fulfilled,  as.  all  the  inflam- 
mable air  requifite  for  the  cxplolion 
of  the  piftols  contrived  by  Mr. 
Volta  is  contained  in  the  bulk  of 
one  fingle  drop  of  aether;  which 
drop,  poured  in  the  piftol  itfelf,  is 
full  fufficient  to  produce  a  very 
powerful  explofion. 

I  found  that  sether,  in  which  as 
much  urinous  phofphorus  is  dif- 
folved  as  will  make  it.  luminous  in 
the  dark^  when  fome  drops  are 
poured  upon  water ;  is  very  brifk 
in  taking  fire,  when  employed  for 
an  inflammable  air  piftol ;  but  that 
the  experiment,  when  repealed, 
will  be  apt  to  fail,  becaufe  the 
phofphoric  acid  which  remains  in 
the  pifiol,  and  by  its  nature  at- 
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tra6ls  the  humidity  of  the  atmof^ 
phere,  will  foon  fill  the  infide  of 
the  piftol  with  a  coat  of  moift^re, 
and  prevent  the  electrical  fpark 
from  kindling  the  inflammable  air. 

Ic  appeared,  that  a  little  cam« 
phire  difTolved  in  a:ther  increafes 
its  explofive  force,  and  makes  ic 
lefs  apt  to  fail. 

As  this  inflammable  air  is  hea<> 
vier  than  common  air,  it  is  clekr» 
that  the  mouth  of  the  air  piftol 
fhould  be  kept  upwards  at  the  time 
of  charging  it ;  whereas  it  is  better 
to  invert  the  piftol  when  the  ordi* 
nary  inflammable  airs  are  employ-^ 
ed,. which,  being  fpecifically  lighter 
than  common  air,  rife  of  them- 
felves  in  the  piftol  when  its  mouth 
is  placed  inverted  upon  the  ori* 
fice  of  the  veflel  which  contains 
them. 

It  is  true,  that  the  fqaeezing 
the  elaftic  gum  bottle,  when  placed 
upon  the  piftol,  forces  fome  of  the 
inflammable  gafs  out  of  it,  which 
is  loft  in  the  common  air;  but 
notwithftanding  this  wafte,  the  in« 
flammable  air  which  remains  in 
the  piftol  is  fuflicient  to  produce  a 
loud  report,  which  is  all  that  is 
required.  Indeed,  one  fingle  drop 
of  the  aether  could  be  eafily  (haken 
out  of  the  glafs  tube  immediately 
into  the  piftol,  without  making 
ufe  of  the  elaftic  gum  bottle  ;  but 
this  drop,  evaporating  into  elaftic 
air,  leaves  behind  it  a  good  deal 
of  moifture,  whether  inherent  in 
the  aether  itfelf,  or  attradted  from 
the  atmofphere.  This  moifture,  in 
the  way  I  ufe ^ to  load  the  piftol, 
remains  in  the  elaftic  gum  bottle, 
which  is  therefore  always  fo^nd 
moift  when  the  experiment  is  re- 
peated fcvcral  times. 

It  was,  indeed,  known  before 
this  time,   that  aether  and  other 

I  vtlai 


Digitized  by 


Google 


114        ANNUAL  REGISTER,   1780, 


volatile  in  flammable  liqaors  fpread. 
by  evaporating,  inflammable  efflu- 
via thro'  the  mrroanding  air,  efpe- 
dally  when  they  are  heated ;  and 
that  thefe  effluvia  have  fometimes 
by  the  imprudent  approach  of  a 
candle  taken  fire,  and  conveyed 
the  inflammation  to  the  liquor  it- 
fclf:  but  I  never  heard  that  any 
body  employed  thefe  liquors  in* 
ilesKl  of  ordinary  inflammable  air 
in  communicating  to  common  air 
an  exploGve  quality,  or  in  firing 
inflammable  air  piftols,  before  I 
communicated  the  experiment  to 
my  friends. 

Dodor  Ingenhoufz  next  gives  a 
comparative  view  of  the  expanding 
force  of  this  air  and  of  gunpow- 
der, together  with  fome  conii der- 
ations on  the  nature  of  the  latter 
fubllance.  In  the  appendix,  lie 
has  given  the  following  account  of 
fome  farther  experiments  on  the 
fame  fubjed : 

In  the  foregoing  paper  I  at- 
tempted to  give  a  comparative  view 
of  the  explofive  force  of  gunpow- 
der and  inflammable  exp}oflve  air, 
which  latter  I  had  found  co  be  fo 
far  ihort  of  the  exploflve  force  of 
gunpowder  as  not  to  conceive  any 
well  grounded  hope  that  it  could 
ever  become  a  fubflitute  to  this  in- 
gredient. 

At  that  time  I  had  not  yet  tried 
the  cfFeft  of  very  pure  dephlogi- 
fticated  air  combined  with  that  in- 
flammable air,  into  which  I  had 
found  that  vitriolic  sther  is  chang- 
ed in  an  in  flan  t. 

I  mufl  acknowledge,  that  I  had 
but  fmall  .expedations  from  the 
force  of  thefe  two  airs  combined ; 
for  as  I  had  always  obferved,  that 
ssther  air  combined  with  common 
air  is  lefs  brifk  in  taking  fire,  and 
le&  powerful  in  exploding,  than 


inflammable  air  extraded  from  tb# 
vitriolic  or  marine  acid,  I  tboaght 
that  the  fame  aether  air  combined 
with  verv  pnre  dephlogifticated  air 
would  alfo  be  leis  powerful  than 
common  inflammable  air  from  me- 
tals. But  how  far  experience  oon- 
tradi6led  this  theoretical  analogy 
will  be  feen  in  the  following  lines. 

Abbe  Fontana  was  (o  good  as  to 
aflifl  me  in  this  purfuit.  Having 
produced  a  good  quantity  of  pare 
dephlogiflicated  air  from  red  pre- 
cipitate by  heat,  we  firfl  filled  a 
flrong  two-ounce  phial  (the  ori£ce 
of  which  was  fo  wide  thUt  it  coold 
fcarce  be  covered  with  the  thumb, 
fo  that  the  bottle  was  almofl  cy- 
lindrical) with  this  air,  in  the 
ufual  manner,  by  filling  it  iirft 
with  water,  inverting  it,  and  let- 
ting the  air  rife  in  it ;  which  being 
done,  we  dropped  one  drop  of 
aether  (in  which  a  fmall  quantity 
of  camphire  was  diflblved)  into  it« 
and  (hut  it  immediately  with  the 
thumb.  After  having  given  it 
fome  concufflons,  the  orifice  was 
applied  to  the  flame  of  a  candle^ 
by  withdrawing  the  thumb  when 
the  orifice  was  clofe  to  the  flame  : 
the  air  inflantly  took  fire,  and  ex- 
ploded with  fuch  a  fti-ong  report, 
that,  if  the  phial  had  not  been 
very  flout,  it  would  moft  probably 
have  been  fliattered  into  pieces, 
notwithflanding  its  wide  orifice. 
We  repeated  the  fame  experiment 
with  the  fame  fuccefs. 

I  was  the  more  aftonifhed  at  the 
uncommon  loud  report  (confider- 
ing  the  wide  orifice  of  the  phial), 
becaufe,  having  often  tried  sther 
air  in  the  fame  way  with  conunon 
air,  I  never  found  it  explode  with 
any  confiderablc  degree  of  force  j 
and  therefore  I  found  it  neceflary, 
in  order  to  procure  a  load  report. 
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to  kindle  it  by  an  clcftrical  fpark 
direded  through  the  pidol^  when 
its  orifice  was  fhat  up  by  a  cork, 
the  reliflance  of  which  was  th^ 
chief  caufe  of  the  report. . 

This  wonderful  efFedt  in  an  open 
vefTel  could  not  fail  of  giving  me 
a  good  expedacion  of  a  very  power- 
ful effect,  if  this  compound  air  was 
ihut  up  in  an  air  piftot  by  a  cork 
fqueezed  into  its  orifice.  As  it 
Lad  been  now  kindled  twice  by  the 
flame  of  a  candle,  I  wanted  to  kin- 
dle it  by  the  fame  means  in  an 
air  piftol ;  for  this  purpofe  we  dril- 
led a  fmall  hole  in  the  fide  of  the 
piftol,  which  was  made  of  tin,  and 
contained  about  nine  cubic  inches 
of  fpacc.  We  filled  it  with  deph- 
logifticated  air  in  the  fame  manner 
as  we  had  filled  the  phial  by  means 
of  water;  and  after  having  poured 
into  it  one  drop  of  *thef  by  mdans 
of  a  glafs  tube  (in  the  manner 
above  defcribed),  we  ihut  the  ori- 
fice by  thrufting  a  cork  into  it, 
and  kept  a  finger  applied  to  the 
touch-hole  which  was  drilled  in 
the  fide  of  the  piftol.  To  avoid 
accidents  if  the  piftol  (hould  burd, 
we  thought  it  prudent  to  fqueeze 
the  cork  very  gently  into  the  ori- 
fice, fo  that  the  refiftance  (hould 
be  very  moderate.  Abbe  Fontana 
wrapped  a  towel  round  the  pidol 
for  fecurity's  fake,  leaving  only 
the  touch- hole  uncovered ;  which 
being  brought  near  the  flame  of 
a  wax  taper,  the  air  inftantly 
took  fire,  and  exploded  with  fuch 
a  ftrong  report,  that  his  hearing, 
as  well  as- mine,  was  much  hurt  by 
it.  The  cork,  which  was  a  very 
found  one,  flew  to  pieces  againft 
the  wall;  and  the  Abb6  feh  fuch 
a  ccnfiderable  fhock  in  his  hands, 
that  he  did  not  think  it  fafe  to  re- 


peat the  experiment,  unlefs  a 
ftronger  .piftol  could  be  procured. 

Encouraged  by  fuch  uncommon 
and  unexpected  elFefls,  I  went  im- 
mediately to  Mr.  Nairne  to  enquire, 
whether  he  ftill  had  in  his  polTefiion 
a  ftrong  brafs  air  piftol,  which  he 
had  made  laft  fumrher  according  to 
my  dire^ion  ?  I  was  lucky  enough 
to  find  it  i  nothing  was  to  be  done 
to  it  but  to  drill  a  touch-hole  in 
the  left  fide  of  it,  in  order  to  kin- 
dle it  by  a  flaiAe  if  required. 
This  touch-hole  was  to  be  ftiut  up 
by  a  brafs  male  fcrew  fitted  exadlly 
to  it,  when  the  piftol  was  intend- 
ed to  be  fired  by  an  electrical 
fpark. 

The  air  box  of  this  piftol  was  ^ 
cylinder  four  inches  long  and  two 
inches  in  diameter.  The  for^ 
part  of  the  air  box,  to  which  the 
piftol  barrel  fitted  to  receive  a 
leaden  ball  or  a  cork  was  fixed> 
had  a  broad  fhoulder,  which  was 
fattened  to  the  body  of  the  air  box 
by  fix  ftrong  brafs  fcrews,  which 
never,  had  been  loofened  by  former 
explofions.  A  leaden  bullet,  wrap- 
ped up  in  leather,  was  forcibly 
rammed  into  the  piftol  barrel  as 
far  as  the  fcrew,  which  joins  the  bar- 
rel with  the  air  box.  The  piftol  was 
filled  with  pure  dephlogifticated 
air  (which  was  drawn-in  by  the 
pifton  from  an  elaftic  gum  bottle), 
and  one  drop  of  sether  being  pour- 
ed into  it,  the  air  within  was  kin- 
dled by,  ah  eledtrical  fpark  diredled 
through  it.  The  air  took  fire: 
the  explofion  was  as  loud  as  that 
of  a  common  mufket,  and  the 
force  fo  great,  that  the  whole  fore 
part  of  the  air  box  with  the  piftol 
barrel  flew  ofl^,  all  the  fix  fcrews 
were  broke,  and  the  ftrong  and 
tough  metal  of  which  they  were 
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made  was  rent.  Three  ftrong  brafs 
fcrewsy  by  which  the  bottom  of 
the  air  box  was  fixed  to  the  wooden 
handle^  were  loofened,  and  the 
whole  frame  of  the  piflol  was  out 
of  order.  The  fubftance  of  the  air 
barrel »  where  it  was  tore,  was  of 
the  thickaefs  of  about  a  half  crown 
piece. 

Being  now  convinced,  that  tho' 
inflammable  air  from  metals  with 
dephloeifticated  or  common  air,  is 
far  in^rior  to  the  force  of  gun- 
powder, the  explofive  force  ot  the 
compound  of  dephlo^illicaced  and 
xther  air  approaches  it  much  near- 
er, I  thought  it  worth  while  to  fit 
the  piftol  up  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  be  out  of  all  danger  of  buriling. 
For  this  purpofe  I  defired  Mr. 
Nairne  to  adapt,  and  folder  to  the 
fore  part  of  the  air  box,  a  hollow 
cone  of  brafs,  the  extremity  of 
which  ihould  terminate  in  the  gun 
barrel. 

As  the  pifton  could  not  reach  to 
the  extremity  of  this  conical  hol- 
low (which  confequently  muil  be 
always  filled  with  common  air),  I 
defired  him  to  fix  to  the  piflon  an 
'  ivory  cone,  through  whicn  the  two 
wires  would  pafs  to  meet  one  ano- 
ther at  the  furface  of  the  cone, 
leaving  an  interflice  between  them 
of  about  one  line,  through  which 
the  eleArical  fpark  ihould  leap 
and  fet  fire  to  the  air.  This  ivory 
cone  fhutting  up  exadly  the  whole 
cavity  of  the  air  box,  no  air  could 
come  into  it  but  what  was  drawn 
in  by  the  piilon. 

The  cone,  inflead  of  ivor3%  may 
be  made  of  folid  glafs,  which  is  a 
better  non-condudor  than  ivory. 
The  canals  in  the  ivory,  through 
which  the  two  wires  pafs,  may  be 
made  wide  enough  to  contain  a 


glafs  tube,  throueh  which  the 
wires  pafs ;  or  to  be  filled  with  a 
non-conduding  cement,  as  feal- 
ing  wax,  for  the  fame  purpoie. 
The  cone  may  even  be  made  of 
brafs,  provided  two  glafs  tubes  are 
lodged  in  it,  to  give  a  pailage  to 
the  two  wires. 

I  kindle  this  piflol  fometimes 
by  putting  in  the  touch-hole  a  lit- 
tle bit  of  a  cotton  thread  foaked  in 
moiil  gunpowder  and  dried  after- 
wards; or  a  bit  of  thofe  paper 
matches  which  the  Chinefe  put 
into  thofe  litile  fquibs,  which  go 
by  the  name  of  India  cratkers.  I 
fometimes  kindle  it  by  holding  the 
flame  of  a  candle  or  a  burning 
paper  to  the  touch-hole.  In  this 
cafe  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
touch-hole  mufl  be  kept  upwards, 
if  the  piAol  is  loaded  with  inflam- 
mable air  from  metals,  becaufe 
this  air  being  lighter  than  common 
air,  will  rife  out  of  the  hole  and 
meet  the  flame.  The  contrary  rnnSL 
be  done  when  asther  air  is  employ- 
ed, it  being  heavier  than  common 
air«  and  thus  difpofed  to  defcend 
and  fall  upon  the  flame  kept  un- 
der it. 

To  fill  this  piflol  with  any  air, 
I  commonly  firA  fill  an  elaftic  gum- 
bottle  with  it,  the  orifice  of  which 
is  juil  big  enough  to  receive  that 
part  of  the  gui)  barrel  which  is 
fixed  to  the  air  box:  thus,  by 
fqueezing  between  my  feet  the 
elafHc  gum  bottle,  I  draw  in  at 
the  fame  time  the  air  by  drawing 
up  the  pidon.  A  bladder  is  alio 
very  fit  for  this  purpofe,  and  has 
the  advantage  above  an  ejaftic  gum 
bottle  in  not  requiring  to  be  fqueez- 
ed  to  draw  the  air  out  of  it. 

Inflammable    air    from    metals 

will  rife  in  the  piftol  of  itfelf>  when 
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its  orifice  is  kept  upon  the  bottle 
coRtaiDing  it. 

If  the  piflol  is  dedlned  to  be  al- 
ways kindled  by  the  flame  of  a 
candle  or  a  match,  as  I  have  de- 
fer! bed,  it  would  be  better  to  have 
no  pifton  to  it,  as  it  may  then  be 
filled  by  the  means  of  water,  and 
the  exploiive  force  will  be  fo  much 
the  greater,  as  fome  of  the  flame 
makes  eaiily  its  way  over  the  lea- 
ther of  the  pifton,  and  rufhes  out 
backward,  which,  I  find,  is  often 
the  cafe,  if  the  bullet  is  rammed  in 
the  barrel  fomewhat  too  tighdy. 

It  wouldt  perhaps,  not  be  an 
eafy  undertaking  to  give  a  fatis- 
fadory  reafon,  why  a  drop  of  xther 
communicates  to  dephlogiilicated 
air  a  much  flronger  exploiive  fores 
than  common  inflammable  air 
from  metals.  May  it  not  be  faid, 
that  common  inflammable  air  from 
metals,  ^  having  only  about  one 
£fth  of  the  fpecific  gravity  of  the 
dephlogiilicated  air,  the  two  fluids 
do  not  penetrate  one  another  fo 
readily  and  fo  intimately  as  the 
compound  of  dephlogifticated  and 
aether  air,  which  are  both  nearly 
of  the  fame  fpecific  gravity,  each 
being  fomewhat  heavier  than  com- 
mon air  ?  for  it  feems  not  impro- 
bable, that  the  fwiftnefs  with 
which  the  flame  is  propagated 
through  the  mafs  of  this  compound 
air,  depends  partly  on  the  inti- 
mate mixture  of  the  phlogiflon 
with  the  dephlogiflicaced  air. 
Might  not  this  phenomenon  be  af- 
cribed  to  the  greater  bulk  of  in- 
flammable air  from  metals  com- 
pared with  the  fmall  compafs  which 
one  Angle  drop  of  secher  occupies, 
which  lafl  ingredient,  when  pure, 
feems  to  be  an  efience  of  the  in- 
flammable principle  of  the  fpirit 


of  wine,  a  pure  phlogifton  con- 
centrated in  the  form  of  a  liquid? 
Indeed  the  inflammable  air  from 
metals  feems  to  be  rather  a  com- 
pound of  phlogiflon  and  fome  kind 
of  elaftic  permanent  fluid  than  a 
pure  inflammable  fluid;  for  this 
air,  after  havine  lofl  ail  its  in- 
flammability, by  Deing  kept  a  lofig 
while  upon  water,  occupies  flill  a 
conflderable  fpacie,  and  is  then 
become  jphlogiflicated  air ;  that  is 
to  fay,  (uch  an  air  as  is  not  to  be 
diminiflied  by  nitrous  air,  or  to  be 
inflamed. 

Though  I  have  no  reafon  to  aU 
ter  my  former  affertion,  that  the 
force  of  gunpowder  is  pro^rtion- 
able  to  the  fudden  extncation  of  a 
great  quantity  of  the  elaftic  fluid 
generated  in  the  moment  of  con- 
flagration, and  the  expanfion  of 
this  fluid  by  heat,  communicated 
to  it  in  the  fame  moment  of  its 
extrication  ;  and  that  the  force  of 
inflammable  explofive  air  can  only 
be  proportionable  to  the  fudden 
expanfion  by  heat  in  the  moment 
of  the  inflammation  (For  no  new 
extrication  here  takes  place) ;  yet 
I  did  not  confider  enough  in  the 
account  the  fuddennefs  of  this  ex- 
panfion, which  may  make  a  con- 
flderable difference  in  the  force 
of  the  explofion.  And  indeed  the 
abovementioned  experiments  feem 
to  demonfb-ate,  that  the  inflam- 
mation of  the  compound  of  pure 
dephlogiilicated  and  aether  air 
fpreads  wich  fuch  a  velocity  through 
the  whole  mafs  as  to  be  almofl  in- 
ftantaneous. 

It  is  well  known,  that  mechani- 
cal power  chiefly  depends  upon 
the  velocity  with  which  a  body  is 
endowed  in  the  in  (Ian  t  of  exerting 
it ;  or  that  the  momgntum,  or  force 
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of  a  body*  muft  be  computed  by 
multiplying  ihp  quantity  of  matter 
into  the  velocity  with  which  it 
moves.  Thus,  if  this  new  com- 
pound of  dephlogillicated  and 
aether  air  expands  with  ten  times 
greater  velocity  than  any  other  in- 
Hdmroable  explofive  air,  its  force 
will  be  about  ten  times  greater. 

As  it  feems  to  be  probable, 
from  what  is  already  faid,  chat  this 
compound  of  explofive  air  may  be 
put  to  more  ufes  than  that  of  an 
amuiing  experiment,  I  think  it 
worth  while  for  men  engaged  in 
this  branch  of  natural  philofophy 
to  look  out  for  a  method  of  pro- 
ducing at  pleafure  any  quantity 
of  dephlogifticated ,  air  required. 
Considering  the  rapid  progrefs 
which  is  daily  made  on  the  im- 
portant fubje^l  of  air,  I  cannot 
but  flatter  royfelf,  that  this  great 
difcovery  is  not  far  off.  The  be- 
nefit which  would  arife  from  fuch 
a  difcovery  for  animal  life  muft 
encourage  every  philofopher  tp 
purfue  this  objcft.  Indeed,  if  wc 
confider  that  nitre  contains  this 
wonderful  aerial  fluid  in  a  mod 
concentrated  flate,   and   that  the 


nitrous  acid  feems  to  be  nothing 
elfe  but  this  beneficial  fluid  com- 
bined with  phlogifton,  which  feems 
to  be  imbibed  by  the  vegetable  al- 
kali, when  the  acid  is  expelled 
by  heat  in  the  form  of  this  air ; 
that  this  beneficial  aerial  fluid  ex- 
ids  alfo,  in  a  mod  concentrated 
ftate,  in  bodies  almoft  every  where 
to  be  found,  as  are  calces  of  metal» 
principally  that  of  iron ;  that  com- 
mon water  contains  it  in  great 
abundance^  fo  that  the  light  and 
warmth -of  the  fun  extrafts  it  to 
one  fifteenth  of  the  bulk  of  the  wa- 
ter, as  Dr.  Prieftley  found,  that 
even  the  mafs  of  oar  atmofphere  is 
nothing  elfe  but  this  very  air  foiled 
with  impurities.  Ifweconfider,  I 
fay,  all  this,  is  it  not  reafonable 
to  hope,  that  we  are  near  the  im- 
portant in  flan  t  when  this  falubrious 
aerial  fluid  will  be  procured  for 
many  ufeful  purpofes  in  a  foflicient 
quantity,  either  by  the  difcovery 
of  a  ready  way  to  let  loofe  this  air 
from  the  bodies  in  which  it  is  as  it 
were  imprifoned,  or  by  filtrating 
or  purifying  common  air  from  iu 
impurities, 
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ObJemfatiMs  on  Mineral  Poi/ons, 

OUR  Vol.  for  the  year  1778 
contained  an  account  of 
Monf.  Navier's  propofal  of  the 
liver  of  fulphur.as  an  antidote* 
againflf  certain  metallic  poifons. 
This  idea,  it  appears  however^ 
has  long  before  occurred  to,  and 
been  fuccefsfully  applied  by, 
others.  We  have  fince  feen  a 
paper  -on  this  fubje£l,  inferted  in 
the  6th  vol.  of  the  Edinburgh 
Medical  Commentaries,  wherein 
alkaline  falts  are  recommended  on 
^he  fame  principle.  The  diredions 
there  laid  down  are  full,  clear  and 
eafy,  being  drawn  up  with  a  view 
to  fnpply  the  omiffion  on  this  head 
in  TiiTot  and  Buchan,  authors  on 
whom  the  public  rely  greatly  and 
jufUy,  but  who  have  not  noticed 
this  efficacious  remedy.  As  the 
particular  fpecies  of  poifon  taken 
IS  often  not  afcertained,  and  the 
eFeds  produced  by  it  are  fo  fudden 
as  (bmetimes  not  to  admit  of  calling 
in  medical  affiflance,  it  is  of  im- 
portance that  a  method  which  bids 
fo  fair  to  be  attended  with  fuccefs 
fhonld  be  extenfivcly  known. 

We  therefore  lay  before  our 
readers  the  concluding  paragraphs 
of  that  paper ;  in  the  former  part 
Qf  which  13  given  the  cafe  of  two 


women  poifoned  at  Liverpool,  in 
April  1774,  with  corrofive  fub- 
limate,  one  of  whom  die4»  the 
other,  .under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Houlfton,  took  the  alkali,  by 
which  ihe  found  inftant  relief,  and 
foon  pcrfe6kly  recovered.  The 
conclufion  he  draws  from  the 
hiftory  of  this  cafe  is  as  follows  : 

*'  In  all  cafes  of  poifon  it  is 
'prudent  immediately  to  give  a 
'  lolution  of  an  alkali,  followed 
'  by  a  vomit.  If  the  poifon  be 
'  corrofive  fublimate,  an  alkali, 
'  either  fixed  or  volatile,  will 
'  decompofe  it,  and  precipitate 
'  the  metal  in  a  form  nearly  in* 

*  offenfive.  It  will  have  a  fimilar 
'  effeA  on  the  fugar  of  lead,  the 
'  extrad  of  lead,  emetic  tartar, 
'or  any  metalic  fait.'  If  the 
' '  poifon  be  arfenic,  Newmann  ' 
'  obferves,    that    **   alkalies  will 

*  very  plentifully  diiTolve  it." 
'  And  if  fo,  as  it  is  difficultly  fo- 
'  luble  in  water,  the  vomit  will 
'  then  fucceed  the  better  to  dif- 
'  charge  it.  Whether  or  no  ful- 
'  phur,  exhibited  in  any  form, 
'  might  leiTen  the  danger  of  arfe- 
'  nic  is  not  clear,   though  the(e 

*  two,  when  united,  are  not  poi-^ 
'  fonous.  If  the  poiibn  be  of  the 
'  vegetable  clafs,  an  alkali  can  be 
'  of  no  diEisrvice,    nor  interfere 
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•  with  the  other  means  of  reme- 

*  dying  by  evacuation,  nor  yet  by' 

•  the   fubfequent  ufe  of  acids,  fo 

•  flrongly  infiftcd  on  by  Tiffot,  as 

•  counterafting  the  cfFedts  of  nar- 

*  codes;    fince   acids,    eiven   to- 

*  gether  with  alkaline  Talts,  are 
'  pronounced  to  be  attended  with 
«  great  fuccefs  in  this  cafe,  by  Dr. 

♦  Mead  and  others,  , 

*  To  fupply  the  omiflion  then 

•  in  thofc  popular  writers,  might 
'  not  the  following  diredions  be 

♦  given  on  this  fubjed  ?'  '*  When 
«*  fymptoms  of  poifon  appear, 
♦*  mix  a  tea-fpoonful  of  any  of 
'*  the  following  articles,  fait  of 
**  tartar,  fait  of  wormwood,  pearl- 
**  a(h,  potafh,  fpirit  of  hartihorn, 
"  or  fal  volatile,  with  half  a  pint 
♦'  of  water,  and  of  this  let  one 
**  half  be  given  to  the  patient  im* 
**  mediately,  and  the  other  in  a 
♦*  fliort  time  afterwards.  It  will 
**  fometimes  give  great  relief,  and 
«'  the  vomiting  will  ceafe.  That 
*'  however  is  ftill  to  be  promoted, 
^<  and  if  it  does  not  return  on 
«*  drinking  of  warm  water,  &c. 
**  after  waiting  a  while,  it  will 
•*  be  proper  to  give  a  vomit  of 
*'  ipecacuanha,  or,  if  that  is  not 
**  fuiicient,  .  one  dill  ftrongen 
*•  After  each  vomiting,  a  doic  of 
'*  this  folntion  of  fait  of  tarur 
*'  (hould  be  given,  and  it  may 
♦*  be  repeated  every  two'or  three 
*'  hours,  efpecially  if  the  pain  of 
**  the  ftomach  returns.  It-ihoald 
**  be  continued  too,  in  fmalldofes, 
*'  for  fome  time  after  the  fymp- 
'*  toms  difappear.  If  noneof  thefe 
**  falts  are  at  hand,  a  little  wood- 
*^  aihes  mixed  with  boiling  water 
^'  will  anfwer  the  fame  end,  fuf- 
^*  fering  them  to  ftand  till  they 
*'  fettle,  and  pouring  the  wajer 
*'  ^l^ai*  0^,  pr  filtering  chrou^h 


"  linen.  By  tafting  ic,  the  de« 
**  gree  of  faltnefs  will  determine 
*'  if  the  foltttion  be  ftrong  encash ; 
*'  if  it  be  not  difagreeably  &  it 
*'  may  be  given."    ' 


The  following  Memoir  bos  tern 
obligingly  communicated  to  us  by 
Dr.  Pcrcival,  'wbo/e  xeed  in 
tvhate^ver  relates  to  the  interejis 
of  focietj^  can  only  he  e^nJUi 
hy  bis  profound  and  exienjhfe 
knowledge  of  tbofi  fuhjeffs  that 
are  moft  cffentially  cakulnted  to 
promote  tbem. 

To  tbe  Rigbt  Honourable  tbe  Ear!  of 
Stamford,  Prefident  of  tbe  Jigri* 

culture  Society  at  Mancbefter. 

My  Lord, 

THE  following  account  of  « 
new  method  of  making  pot- 
afh was  lately  read  before  the  Royal 
Society,  and  will  be  inferted  in 
the  next  publication  of  that  learne<f 
bodv.  Bat  as  the  difcovery  is 
highly  intereftine  to  the  ^rmer, 
and  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftions 
are  in  few  hands,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  communicating  it  to  the  Agri- 
culture  Society. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be« 
my  lord,  your  lordihip't 
moft  fiiithful  humble 
Mancbefter g  fervant, 

Jpril  19, 178P.     Tho.  Percival, 

An  Account  of  a  jtenn  emd  cbeap 
Metbod  of  preparing  Pot-ajbeti 
nuitb  Ohjer*vations. 

THE  Agriculture  Sodity  at 
Manchefter  have  long  re- 
commended the  making  of  reftr-* 
voir9|  for  ;hc  W4ter  whicli  flows 
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from  danghills  in  farm-yards. 
This  water  is  ftrongly  impregnated 
with  the  falts  and  putnd  matter 
of  the  donghill ;  and  by  ftagnation^ 
it  acquires  a  much  higher  degree 
of  pntrefcency,  a^nd  probably  be- 
comes proportion  ably  more  replete 
with  falts.  When  thns  collefled 
and  improved,  it  is  pumped  into 
an  hog(head»  which  being  drawn 
upon  a  fledge  or  fmall  cart,  is 
conveyed  into  the  meadows,  for 
the  purpofe  of  fprinkling  them 
with  this  rich  manure.  This  im- 
portant improvement  in  rural 
Geconomy,  I  apprehend,  has  not 
been  extended  much  beyond  the 
diflrid  of  our  fociety ;  and  it  feems 
to  be  unknown  to  one  of  the  lateft, 
and  moft  intelligent  writers  on 
hafbandry.  For  Lord  Kaims,  in 
a  recent  work  on  this  fubjed,  of 
which  he  has  favoured  me  with  a 
copy,  has  not  even  mentioned  it. 
But  theie  refervoirs  may  be  ap- 


plied to  a  purpofe  Hill  more  fubf- 
fervient  to  public  utility,  than 
that  above  defcribed .  Jofiah  Birch« 
Efq.  a  gentleman,  who  carries  on 
an  exteniive  manufactory,  and 
bleaches  his  own  varn,  about  fix 
months  ago,  was  induced,  by  a 
happy  turn  of  thought,  to  try 
whether  the  dunghill  water  might 
not  be  converted  into  pot-aihes* 
He  accordingly  evaporated  a  large 
quantity  of  it,  and  burnt  thp  re*- 
fiduum  in  an  oven^  the  produd  of 
which  fo  perfeAly  an(wered  his 
expeflations,  that  he  has  ever  fi  nee 
continued  to  prepare  thefe  afhes, 
and  to  employ  them  in  the  proceft 
of  buckbg.  A  ftranger  to  that 
narrownefs  of  fpirit,  which  feeks 
the  concealment  of  a  lucrative 
difcovery,  he  is  defirous  that  it 
fiiould  be  communicated  to  the 
Royal  Society,  and  has  farnifhed 
me  with  the  following  account, 
together  with  the  plan  annexed*. 
*'  The 
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•*  The  quantity  of  muck  water 
*•  nfcd,  was  twenty  -  four  wine 
**  pipes  full;  which  employed  a 
•*  man  and  two  horfes  two  days, 
*'  to  cart  it  from  the  pump  to  the 
*'  pan  wherein  in  was  boiled :  but 
**  this  expence  I  (hall  now  fave ; , 
^'  as  I  (hall  lay  a  fough  of  bnck, 
•*  which  will  convey  it  from  the 
••  pump  to  the  boiler.  The  coals 
^'  ttfed  to  boil  and  burn  it,  were 
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one  hundred  and  twenty  bafkets  1 
and  I  fuppofe  each  ba(ket  weighs 
fix  fcore  pounds,  or  upwards. 
One  man  was  occupied  three 
weeks  in  boiling  and  burning. 
The  quantity  of  a(hes  made» 
was  9  cwt.  I  qr.  12  lb.  well 
worth,  at  the  prefent  price  of 
a(hes  here,  two  guincat  per 
hundred. 


**  9  cwt.  I  qr.  12  lb.  at  42s.  per  cwt. 
•'  A  man  and  two  horfes  two  days,  at  6s.  £01  12:0 
^*  120  bafkets  of  coals,  at  5d.  per  baiket,     2  :  10:0 
"  A  man's  wages  for  thrpe  weeks,  -     1:7:0 


£191  13  :q 


jC  4:   9  =  0 


^15 


"  The  g^n  therefore  amounts  to 
**iC*S'4-^»  deducing  only  a 
**  trifle  for  the  wear  of  the  pan 
*'  and  oven." 

The  profits  arifing  from  this 
preparation  of  pot-a£,  are  fuffi- 
ciently  evinced  by  the  foregoing 
cflimate ;  and  they  may,  perhaps, 
admit  of  increafe  by  future  im- 
provements. In  the  fpring  and 
lummer  feafons,  I  (hould  fuppofe, 
the  evaporation  mieht  be  carried 
on  without  the  aid  ^  fire ;  by  con- 
veying the  dunghill  water  from 


the  refervoir,  through  proper 
iluices,  into  (hallow  troughs  or 
ponds,  of  fuch  extent  as  .to  afford 
a  fuflicient  fur  face  for  the  adlion  of 
the  fun  and  wind  •.  Thefe  might 
be 'covered  in  rainy  weather  with 
awnings  of  canvafs,  painted  oo 
the  outfide  black,  and  white  on 
the  infide ;  the  former  with  a  view 
to  abforb,  the  latter  to  refledl  the 
rays  of  light. 

This  pot-afh  is  of  a  greyifh  white 
appearance,  deliquefces  a  little  in 
moifl  air,  but  if  kept  in  a  dry  room 

near 


•«  N«.  I.  The  dunghill. 

**  a.  A  Tough,  or  drain,  round  the  bottom  of  the  dungKill. 

**  3«  A  hole,  or  pit,  to  receive  the  muck  water  from  N*.  i. 

*«  4.  A  well,  to  receive  the  muck  water  from  the  pit,  wherein  a  pump 

**  is  fixeH  to  convey  it  to  the  pan,  N^.  5,  in  which  it  is  boiled  to  the  confiftence 
"  of  treacle,  and  afterwards  burned  in  an  oven.  The  pan,  N**.  5,  is  formed 
**  at  the  bottom  of  iron  plates ;  and  turned  up  a  little  round  the  edges,  to 
<<  which  deal  planks -are  fcreveed,  To  as  t«  make  it  about  twenty  inches  ixi 
•*  depth." 

•  The  following  abridged  view  of  a  meteorological  regifter,  which  I  kept 
with  great  cxaftnefs  during  the  years  1774  and  1775,  may  thr«w  fome  light 
on  the  praflicabiiity  of  this  plan  in  the  climate  of  Laocafhire,  which,  I  believe, 
is  nearly  the  fame  as  that  ot  moft  of  the  other  weAern  counties  of  £ngland. 
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near  the  fire,  acqaires  a  powdery 
furface.  It  is  hard,  and  of  a 
fpongy  texture  when  broken,  with 
many  fmall  cryftals  in  its  fubftance. 
The  colour  of  its  internal  parts  is 
dufky,  and  variegated.  To  the 
tafte,  it  is  acrid,  faline,  and  fal- 
phureous.  It  emits  no  fmell  of 
volatile  alkali  either  in  a  folid 
form,  <Mblved,  or  when  added  to 
lime-water;  neither  does  it  com- 
municate the  fapphire  colour  to  a 
folution  of  blue  vitriol.  Silver  is 
quickly  tinged  black  by  it,  a  proof 
that  it  contains  much  phlogifton. 
Ten  grains  of  this  pot-a(h  required 
eleven  drops  of  the  weak  fpirit  of 
vitriol  to  farurate  them  :  the  like 
quantity  of  fait  of  tartar  required, 
of  the  fame  acid,  twenty- four 
drops.  A  llrong  efFervefccnce  oc- 
curred in  both  mixtures :  from  the 
former,  a  fulphureous  vapour  was 
exhaled.  A  tea-fpoonful  of  the 
fyrup  of  violets,  diluted  with  an 
ounce  of  water,  was  changed  into 
a  bright  green  colour  by  five  grains 
of  the  fait  of  tartar ;  but  ten  grains 
of  this  new  pot-afh  were  necefi*ary 
to  produce  the  fame  hue  in  a  fimi- 
Jar  mixture.    Half  an  ounce  of  the 


pot-afh  difiblved  entirely  in  half 
a  pint  of  hot  water;  but  when  the 
liquor  was  cold,  a  large  purple 
fediment  fubfided  to  the  bottom ; 
and  it  was  found,  that  this  fedi- 
ment amounted  to  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  quantity  of 
aflies  ufed. 

I  have  not  leifure  at  prefent  to  ^ 
profecute  thefe  experiments  far- 
ther; and  fhall  therefore  content 
myfelf  with  making  a  few  general 
obfervations  on  the  fads  which, 
have  been  advanced. 

1 .  This  pot-a(h  is  a  true  fixed  ve- 
getable alkali,  and  a  produd  of 
putrefadion  which  has  not,  that  I 
recolledl,  been  noticed  by  the 
chemifts.  A  very  celebrated  writer 
has  even  in  exprefs  terms  afTerted^ 
that  '*  all  vegetables,  not  except- 
"  ing  thofe  which  in  their  natural 
*'  flate  furnifli  afhes  containing 
**  much  fixed  alkali,  when  burnt, 
"  after  their  acid  has  been  altered 
**  by  a  com  pleat  putrefadion, 
**  leave  afhes  entirely  free  from 
'*  alkali  •." 

2.  The  quantity  of  alkali  con- 
tained in  this  pot-afh  may,  with 
fome  probability,  be  eflimated  at 


■      1774- 
Months. 

Jan.   Feb.    Marcli, 
Apr.  May,  June, 
July,  Aug.   S«p. 
Oft.   Nov.   Dec. 


Thermometer. 

- 

a  o'clock  P.M. 

Higheft.Lowtft. 

56          28 

Days. 

Rainy.  Dry. 

25       65 

7*          45 
75          53 
60         30 

55       36 
66      26 

43       49 
1S9     176 

5^»-5 
Mc-in  !ieat. 

1775- 
Thermometer. 
2  o'clock  P.  M.  I      Days. 
Higheft.Loweft.iRainy.  Dry, 


54 
78 
74 
64 


30 

Is 
32 


55»  7 
Mean  heat. 


61 
42 
62 

50 


The  thrrmometcr  wrs  mnde  by  Dollond,  and  graduated  according  to  the 
fcale  of  Farcnheit.  It  wns  placed  in  the  open  air,  and  in  a  northern  cxpofurc. 
The  column  of  rainy  days  exprelTes  the  leaft  as  well  as  iht  great  eft  quantity  of 
rain  J  the  column  of  dry  includes  only  thofe  da,ys  in  which  not  a  fingle  (hower 
was  noticedf  The  day  comprehends  twenty-four  hours.  About  thirty-three 
inches  of  rain,  at  a  medium',  fall  yearly  in  Manchcfter. 


*  Macc^u^i's  Pl^ionary  of  Chemiftry,  article  Alkali, 
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about  one-third  of  its  weight ; 
whereas  the  white  Mufcovy  a(hes 
arc  faid  to  yield  only  one-eighth 
part*.  Of  its  impurities,  fulphur 
1$  the  mod  injurious  to  its  bleach- 
ing powers^  and  (hould,  in  the 
preparation  of  it,  be  carefully  fe- 
parated.  A  longer- continued,  and 
more  gentle  calcination,  in  a  fur- 
nace fupplied  with  a  fufHcient  cur- 
jcnl  of  air,  might,  perhaps,  anfwer 
this  end.  But  the  moft  eiFe6tual 
method  would  be  to  lixiviate  the 
falts  with  pure  water,  after  a  mo- 
derate fufion,  and  then  to  evapo- 
rate them  flowly  to  drynefs.  It 
muil  however  be  remarked,  that 
in  thus  freeing  the  pot-afh  from 
phlegiftic  matter,  another  impurity 
is  generated.  For  both  the  adion 
of  fire,  and  the  folution  in  water, 
convert  into  earth,  a  portion  of  the 
alkaline  fait. 

3.  No  quick- lime  appears  to  be 
contained  in  this  pot-afh  :  for  a 
folution  of  it,  poured  from  its 
fediment,  remained  clear,  though 
long .  expofed  to  the  air.  Nor  did 
it  acquire  any  milkinefs  by  being 
blown  into  from  the  lun£;s.  But 
perhaps  the  addition  of  this  cauftic 
lubflance,  in  a  due  proportion, 
would  increafe  its  activity  and 
value,  when  employed  in  many 
of  the  arts.  For  the  Ruffian  pot- 
afh  is  more  pungent  to  the  tafle, 
fat  orates  a  larger  proportion  of 
acid,  and  diffolves  oils  more  pow- 
erfully than  the  purer  alkaline 
falts.  And  Dr.  Home  has  provedf , 
that  thefe  qualities  depend  on  a 
large  admixture  of  quick-lime. 

4.  It  would  be  worthy  of  trial, 
10   afccrtain    whether    the    large 


purple  fediment,  which  Aibfides 
when  this  pot-afh  is  lixiviated, 
might  not  be  applied  to  the  inanc- 
fadlure  of  Pruflian  blue }  or  uftd 
in  the  manner  recommended  by 
Mr.  Macquer,  for  dying  wool  and 
iilk.  See  the  Memoirs  of  the 
French    Academy    for    the    year 

1749  t- 

5.  The  farmer,  though  be  live 
at  a  diflance  from  the  manufaflares 
in  which  pot-afh  is  employed^  may 
find  his  account  in  preparing  it 

-from  dunghill  water.  For  it  will 
furnifh  him  with  a  top-dreflxng  for 
his  garden  and  land,  of  great  fer- 
tilizing powers.  But  if  fev^el  be 
dear  where  he  refides^  aAd  neceiTa- 
ries  wanting  for  the  conflru^lion  of 
a  furnace,  the  fimplc  evaporation  of 
the  water  may  fuffice.  And  the 
putrid  lye,  thus  reduced  to  a  (olid 
form,  will  prove  to  be  a  rich  ma- 
nure. At  Hart-hill,  my  fummer 
abode,    about    three    miles    from 

'  Mancheder,  I  have  lately  pradiifed 
a  method  of  making  a  compoft  of 
dunghill  water.  The  weeas  and 
rakings  of  the  garden,  the  dreffings 
of  the  fields,  the  leaves  blown  from 
the  trees,  and  other  refufe  matters, 
are  put  together  near  the  rcfervoir  ; 
out  of  which  the  water  is  occa- 
fionallv  pumped,  and  fcattered 
over  tne  heap.  So  ilrong  a  fer- 
ment almoft  inflantly  excites  pa- 
trefadlion ;  and  thefe  vegetable 
fubflances  are  foon  converted  into 
a  fertile  mould,  which,  retaining 
the  falts  and  oils  of  the  dunghill 
water,  fufTers  the  fuperfluous 
moiflsre  to  exhale  into  the  air*  or 
to  percolate  through  it.  And  I 
have  found  by  experience^  that  the 


*  Home  on  Bleaching,    page  157. 

•f-  £  flay  on  Bleaching. 

'X  See  alifo  Neumann's  Cheroifbyi  by  Lewis, 
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compoft,  thus  prepared,  is  laid  on 
the  meadows  at  lefs  expence,  and 
that  it  is  more  efficacious  and  du- 
rable in  its  operation,  than  the 
fprinklings  which,  at  Hated  times, 
the/  formerly  received.  For  my 
land^  though  good^  and  in  fine 
condition /is  light  and  Tandy ;  and 
the  dunghill  water  quickly  pafTed 
below  the  roots  of  the  vegetables, 
which  grow  upon  its  furface. 

Postscript. 
It  has  been  fuggefled  to  me, 
that  the  foregoing  difcovery  has 
no  claim  to  the  patronage  of  the 
Agriculture  Society,  becaufe  in 
this  manufaduring  county  it  may 
eventually  tend  to  check  the  cul- 
tivation of  land,  by  robbing  it  of 
one  fpecies  of  manure.  But  I 
conceive  the  operation  of  it  will 
be  entirely  the  reverfe :  for  it  will 
promote  the  coUedion  of  every 
putrefcent  article,  and  thus  aug- 
ment the  farmer's  dunghill,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  excites  a  more 
univerfal  attention  to  the  preferva- 
tion  of  muck  water ;  the  refervoirs 
for  which  are  yet  few,  and  have 
been  made  chiefly  by  thofe  who 
follow  huibandry  for  amufement, 
and  not  as  an  occupation.  The 
public  therefore  will  be  gainers 
both  by  the  faving,  and  by  the  ac- 
quiiition ;  and  a  twofold  branch 
of  rural  oeconomy  will  be  eilablifh- 
ed,  at  once  lucrative  to  the  huf- 
bandman,  and  important  to  the 
artift  and  manufadlurer. 

But  admitting  all  the  fuppofed 
force  of  the  allegation,  it  mnfl 
furely  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
main  defign  of  our  inftitution  is 
to  increafe  the  produdiivenefs  of 
agriculture,  by  Simulating  the 
farmer  to  every  beneficial  under- 
taking, coniiftcnt  with  his  profef- 
iioo.    Now  in  this  cafe,  the  btne* 


ficial  is  beft  meafured  by  the  Hu<- 
dibrafiic  ftandard:  for, 

«  What's  the  value  of  a  thing  ? 

<*  But  fo  much  money  as  'twiiJ  brin^?** 

I  trufl,  therefore,  that  the  (b- 
ciety  will  not,  by  declining  to  pa- 
tronize the  prefent  difcovery,  juf- 
tify  the  farcafin  of  an  ingenious 
poet  of  this  place,  who  has  hu- 
moroufly  charged  fome  of  us .  with 
teaching, 

<<  By  crops  Increased,  and  profits  lefs, 
«<  The  way  t'  enrich  the  nation.*' 


Caution  in  huildiug  MagMumt  for 
Gunpowder* 

THE  dreadful  accidents  which 
happen  from  the  explofioa 
of  magazines  or  mills  for  the  ma- 
nufadburing  Of  gunpowder,  make 
every  hint  that  may  tend  to  the 
prevention  of  fuch  calamities  of 
the  utmofl  importance  to  the  pub- 
lic. On  that  account,  we  (hall 
fubmit  to  our  readers  without  fur- 
ther apology  the  following  facls, ' 
which  have  already  appeared  in  ' 
fome  of  the  public  papers. 

*'  A  gentlen^an,  inaletterfrom 
Withington,  in  Gloucefterfliire, 
fays,  an  accident,  which  happened 
to  me  a  few  days  fince,  may  fug- 
geft,  perhaps,  an  ufeful  caution 
to  fome  of  your  readers.  On  the 
table  I  was  writing  at,  Hood  a 
fmall  glafs  decanter,  and  near  that 
lay  my  handkerchief;  the  fun 
(through  a  fafh -window,  which 
was  down,  and  at  a  confiderable 
diilance)  flione  full  upon  the  de- 
canter, which,  coUedline  the  rays 
into  a  point  or  focus,  let  fire  to 
the  haiuikerchief,  and,  if  I  had 
not  been  in  the  room,  might  have  • 
had  very  ferious  confeqaences." 

Thus 
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Thus  far  the  writer,  and,  to  con- 
firm the  fa6t,  I  ihall  mention  a 
melancholy  event  which  happened 
feme  years  ago  in  Surrey. 

About  a  mile  from  the  place 
were  feveral  mills  for  making 
gunpowder ;  one  morning  the 
whole  neighbourhood  was  alarmed 
by  a  violent  explofion,  which 
fhook  the  houfes  for  feveral  miles 
round,  and  was  followed  by  a 
column  of  fmoak  and  fire,  which 
towered  high  in  the  air,  and  was 
vifible  at  a  vaft  diftancc.  When 
the  concufTion  was  over,  I  vilited 
the  fpot,  and  beheld  the  mangled 
bodies  of  four  poor  men,  thrown 
at  the- diftance  of  more  than  loo 
yards  from  each  other,  whofe  fcat- 
tered  limbs,  were  colledled  toge- 
ther, and  buried  in  one  common 
grave  in  a  church -yard  belonging 
to  the  parifh.  In  taking  a  view  of 
the  otWr  mills,  which  were  left 
ftanding,  I  obfcrved  that  fome  of 
the  windows  were  glazed  witlr 
very  coarfc  glafs,  full  of  convex 
bliftcrs;  and,  as  the  day  of  this 
dreadful  calamity  was  remarkably 
hot,  I  thought  it  not  unlikely 
that  a  focus  might  be  formed 
through  one  of  thefe  glafs  blifters, 
which  would  eafily  fet  fire  to  fome 
of  the  gunpowder,  which  thefe 
poor  men  were  granulating  in 
fieves  when  this  unhappy  cataf- 
trophe  befel  them.  This  conjec- 
ture I  remember  well  to  have 
made  at  the  time,  and,  to  fliew 
that  it  was  very  poflible,  as  foon 
as  I  got  home  I  twilled  up  fome 
gunpowder  in  brown  paper,  and 
let  fire  to  it  through  a  decanter  of 
water,  by  the  focus  which  the  fun 
formed  upon  the  paper  till  it  took 
fire,  and  went  off  with  an  explo- 
fron.  This  event,  and  the  hint 
from  the  gentleman  in  Gloucefter- 


fliire,  convince  me  that  the  win- 
dows of  all  buildings  containing 
fach  combuflible  materials,  (hould 
be  only  towards  the  north,  where 
the  fun  can  never  produce  the  like 
efFeft. 

To  the  above  we  will  add  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  happened  about 
twenty-five  years  ago  in  Norfolk. 
A  gentleman,  who  had  been  en- 
tertaining fome  friends  after  din- 
ner, invited  them  to  take  a  walk, 
leaving  a  decanter  half  full  of  wa- 
ter on  the  table.  The  fervanr, 
who  went  in  to  clear  away,  to  his 
great  furprize  found  the  window- 
fh utters  on  fire,  occafioned  by  the 
rays  of  the  fun,  which  fhonc  full 
upon  the  decanter,  and  which, 
having  thus  fet  the  fhurters  in  a 
blaze,  might  foon  have  deftroyed 
the  whole  houfe,  had  h  not  been 
timely  dlfcovered.  It  is  alio  a 
well-known  practice  at  Oxford, 
where  firing  is  very  dear,  for  the 
fmoakers  to  light  their  pipes, 
during  the  fummer  months,  by 
the  help  of  a  decanter  of  water. 


An  Account  of  a  Method  far  ilt 
fafe  Removal  of  Shifs  that  Ba\  %, 
been  dri'ven  on  Shore,  and  da- 
maged in  their  Bottoms ,  to  fluc-i 
(hoive'uer  dijlant)  for  repairittg 
thetn.  ^'Afr.  William  Barr.ai J, 
Shipbuilder,  Grove  Street,  Dept- 
ford  ;  communlcatsd  by  Ncvil 
Maflcelyne,  Z>.  D,  F.  R.  S.  and 
Ajlronomer  Royal. 

[From  the  PbihfipklcalTraitJaBt»n3.'[ 

Read  Dec.  23,  1779* 
Dcptford,  April  14,  1779. 

ON   the  (hores  of  this  rfianS, 
diftinguifhed  for  its  formi- 
dable fleets   and   cxtcnfivc   com- 
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fterce,  and  fo  particuljirly  fitaated, 
tkere  snaft  necefianly  be  many 
fhipwrecks:  every  hint  by  which 
the  diftrefs  of  our  fellow  creatures 
may  be  alleviated^  or  any  faving 
of  property  made  to  individuals 
in  iuch  fituatiousy  fhoald  be  com- 
municated for  their  good.  As 
the  members  of  the  Royal  Society 
have  it  in  their  power  to  make 
fuch  hints  moll  univer/ally  known, 
I  have  been  induced,  from  their 
readinefs  to  receive  every  u{eful 
information,  to  lay  before  them 
a  particular  account  of  the  fuccefs 
attending  a  method  for  the  fafe 
romoval  of  (hips  that  have  been 
driven  on  Aiore,  and  damaged  in 
their  bottoms,  to  places  (however 
diilant)  for  repairing  them  ;  I 
hope,  therefore,  they  will  excufe 
the  liberty  I  have  taken  in  pre- 
Tenting  this  to  them.  Should  the 
fociety  honour  me  by  recording  it, 
it  will  make  me  the  moft  ample 
fatisfadlion  for  my  attention  to  it, 
and  afibrd  me  the  greateft  plea- 
fur  e. 

On  January  the  ift,  1779 f  in 
a  moft  dreadful  ftorm,  the  York 
£a(l  Indiamen,  of  eight  hundred 
tons,  homeward  bound,  with  a 
pepper  cargo,  .parted  her  cables  in 
Margate  Roads,  and  was  driven 
on  (hore,  within  one  hundred  feet 
of  the  head,  and  thirty  feet  of  the 
Ode,  of  Margate  Pier,  then  draw- 
ing twenty- two  feet  fix  inches 
water,  the  flow  of  a  good  fpring 
tide  being  only  fourteen  feet  at 
that  place. 

On  the  3d  of  the  fame  month  I 
Krxnt  down,  as  a  (hip- builder,  to 
liTid  as  much  as  lay  in  my  power 
ny  worthy  friend  Sir  Richard 
Gotham,  to  whom  the  ihip-  be- 
OQged,     I  found  her  perfectly  op- 


right,  and  her  (here  (or  iide  ap- 
pearance) the  fame  as  when  firft 
built,  but  funk  to  the  twelve  fett 
water  mark  fore  and  aft  in  a  bed 
of  chalk  mixed,  with  a  llilF  blue  ' 
clay,  exadlly  the  fliape  of  her  body 
below  that  draft  of  water;  and 
from  the  rudder  being  torn  from 
her  as  (he  ftruck  coming  on  ihore» 
and  the  violent  agitation  of  the 
fea  after  her  being  there,  her  flern 
was  (o  greatly  injured  as  to  admit 
free  accefs  thereto,  which  filled 
her  for  four  days  equal  to  the  flow 
of  the  tide.  Having  fully  inform- 
ed myfelf  of  her  iltuation  and  the 
flow  of  fpring  tides,  an4  being 
clearly  of  opinion  fhe  mieht  be 
again  got  of^  I  recommended,  as 
the  firft  necefTary  ftep,  the  imme- 
diate difcharge  of  the  cargo ;  and, 
in  the  progrefs  of  that  bufmefs,  i 
found  the  tide  always  flowed  to  ■ 
the  fame  height  on  the  fhip ;  and 
when  the  cargo  was  half  difcharg- 
cd,  and  I  knew  the  remaining 
part  fhould  not  make  her  draw 
more  than  eighteen  feet  water, 
and  while  I  was  obferving  the  wa- 
ter at  twenty-two  feet  tix  inches 
by  the  ihip's  marks,  (he  inflantly 
lifted  to  feventeen  feet  eight 
inches,  the  water  and  air  being 
before  excluded  by  her  preiTureon 
the  clay,  and  the  atmofphere  ail- 
ing upon  her  upper  part  equal  to 
fix  hundred  tons,  which  is  th6 
weight  of  water  difplaced  at  the 
difference  of  thofe  two  draughts  of 
water. 

The  moment  the  fhip  lifted,  I 
difcovered  fhe  had  received  more 
damage  than  was  at  firfl  appre- 
hended, her  leaks  being  fuch  as 
£lled  her  from  four  to  eighteen 
feet  water  in  one  how  and  a  half. 
As  nothing  effedtual  was  to  be  ex- 
pe^ed 
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peded  from  jumping,  feveral  fcut- 
tles  or  holes  in  the  £ip*s  iide  were 
made,  and  valves  fixed  thereto, 
to  draw  off  the  water  to  the  lowefl 
ebb  of  the  ti4e»  to  facilitate  the 
difcharge  of  the  remaining  part  of 
the  cargo;  and,  after  many  at- 
tempts, I  fucceeded  in  an  exter- 
nal application  of  iheepikifis  fewed 
on  a  fail,  and  thrufl  under  the  bot- 
tom, to  flop  the  body  of  water 
from  rufhing  fo  furioufly  inta  the 
ihip.  This  budners  e0e£ied,  mo- 
derate ^pumping  enabled  as  to 
keep  the  fhip  to  about  fix  feet  wa- 
ter at  low  water,  and  by  a  vigo- 
rous efibrt  we  could  bring  the 
ihip  fo  light  as  (when  the  cargo 
flionld  be  all  difcharged)  to  be 
eafily  removed  into  deeper  water. 
But  as  the  external  application 
might  be  diftarbed  by  fo  doing, 
or  totally  removed  by  the  agita- 
tion of  the  fhip,  it  was  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  provide  fome  perma- 
nent fecurity  for  the  lives  of  thofe 
who  were  to  navigate  her  to'  the 
river  Thames.  I  then  recom- 
mended, as  the  cheapefk,  quickefl, 
and  mofi  effectual  plan,  to  lay  a 
deck  in  the  hold,  as  low  as  the  wa- 
ter could  be  pumped  to,  framed  fo 
folidly  and  fecMrely,  and  caulked 
fo  tight  as  to  fwim  the  fhip  inde- 
pendant  of  her  own  leaky  bottom. 
Beams  of  fir  timber,  twelve 
inches  fquare,  were  placed  in  the 
hold  under  every  lower  deck  beam 
in  the  fhip,as  low  as  the  water  would 
permit ;  thefe  were  in  two  pieces, 
for  the  convenience  of  getting 
.  them  down,  and  alfo  for  the  bet- 
ter fixing  them  of  an  exaft  length, 
and  well  bolted  together  when  in 
their  places.  Over  thefe  were 
laid  long  Dantzic  deals  of  two 
inchet  and  an  half  thick,   well 


nailed  and  caulked.  Againft  the 
fhip's  fide,  all  fore  and  aft,  was 
well  nailed  a  piece  of  fir,  twelve 
inches  broad  and  fix  inches  thick 
on  the  lower,  and  three  inches  on 
the  upper  edge,  to  prevent  the 
deck  from  rifing  at  the  fide.  Over 
the  deck,  at  everv  beam,  was  laid 
a  crofs  piece  of  fir  timber,  ftx 
inches  deep  and  twelve  inches 
broad,  reaching  from  the  pillar  of 
the  hold  to  the  fhip's  fide,  on 
which  the  fhores  were  to  be  placed 
to  refill  the  preffurc  of  the  water 
beneath.  On  each  of  thefe,  and 
againfl  the  lower  deck  beam,  at 
equal  dtftance  from  the  iide  and 
middle  of  the  fhi|>,  was  placed  an 
upright  fhore,  fix  inches  by  twelve 
inches,  the  lower  end  let  two 
inches  into  the  crofs  piece.  From 
the  foot  of  this  fhore  to  the  fhip's 
fidej,  under  the  end  of  every  lower 
deck  beam,  was  placed  a  diagonal 
fhore,  fix  inches  by  twelve,  to 
eafe  the  fhip's  deck  of  part  of  the 
flrain  by  throwing  it  on  the  fide. 
An  upright  fhore,  of  three  inches 
by  twelve,  was  placed  from  the 
end  of  every  crofs  piece  to  the 
lower  deck  beams  at  the  fide ; 
and  one  of  three  inches  by  twelve 
on  the  midfhip  end  of  every  crofs 
piece  to  the  lower  deck  beam, 
and  nailed  to  the  pillars  in  the 
hold.  Two  firm  tight  bulkheads 
or  partitions  were  made  as  near 
the  extremes  of  the  fhip  as  pofible. 
The  deling  or  infide  plank  of  the 
fhip  was  v«ry  fecurely  canlked  up 
to  the  lower  deck,  and  the  whole 
formed  a  compleat  fhip  with  a  flat 
bottom  within  fide  to  fwim  the 
outfide  leaky  one ;  and  that  bot- 
tom being  deprefied  fix  feet  be- 
low the  external  water,  refilled 
the  (hip's  weight  above  it,  equal 
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to  6vc  Hundred  and  dghty-cme 
tons^  and  fafely  conveyed  her  to 
the  dry  dock  at  Deptfordt 

Since  I  wrote  the  above  aecoont^ 
I  have  been  defired  to  ufe  the 
fame  aethod  on  a  Swedifh  ihip, 
branded  ne^r  Margate  on  the  fame 
day  aa  the  York  £aft  India-man* 
and  fwim  her  to  London.  As 
this  (hip  is  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  tons,  and  the  execntion  of 
the  bufinefs  ibmething  different 
from  what  was  pradifed  .with  re« 
gard  to  the  large  fhip,  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  thought  improper  to 
defcribe  it. 

As  this  ihip's  bottom  was  fe 
ttuch  injured »  having  loft  eight 
feet  of  her  itern-poft  and  all  her 
keel,  feverai  floor-timbers  being 
broke,  and  fome  of  the  planks  oS* 
her  bottom,  (fo  as  to  leave  a  hole 
big  enough  for  a  man  to  come 
through)  feveral  lower  deck  beams 
being  likewife  broke,  and  all  the 
pilJars  in  the  hold  broken  and 
waflied  away ;  I  thought  it  necef'- 
iary  to  council,  in  fome  degree^ 
the  ihattered  bottom  with  the 
flxip's  decks,  not  only  to  fopport 
the  temporary  deck  by  which  ihe 
was  to  fwim  up,  but  to  prevent 
the  bottom  being  cruflied  by  the 
weight  of  the  fhip  when  fhe  was 
put  upon  blocks  in  the  dry  dock : 
to  effect  which,  after  I  had  put 
acrofs  twelve  beams  of  fir,  fut 
inches  by  twelve,  edgeways,  one 
Bnder  every  lower  deck  fa!eam  of 
the  fhip,  and  well  fattened  them 
to  the  ihip's  fide,  I  placed  two 
upright  pieces  to  each  beam  of  fix 
inches  by  twelve,  fecurely  bolted 
to  the  iides  of  the  keelfon,  and 
ftored  fix  inches  under  the  (hip's 
lower  deck  beams,  and  three 
inches  above  the  beams  of  the 
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temporary  deck,  and  well  fattened 
to  each  I  then  the  deck  was  laid 
with  long  two-inch  Dantzic  deals^ 
and  well  nailed  and  caulked ;  the 
ihip's  infide  plank  was  well  eaalk^ 
ed  op  to  the  lower  deck*  A  piece 
of  fir,  of  twelve  inches  broaa  and 
two  inches  thick  on  the  upper^ 
and  four  inches  on  the  lower  eoge^* 
was  T^ell  nailed  to  the  ihip's  fid« 
^1  lore  and  afti  and  well  cairih^d 
on  both  edges  to  prevent  the  fid«' 
of  the  deck  from  leaking^  or  be-» 
ing  forced  up  by  the  prefiure  of 
the  water  againtt  the  d^ck,  a  two- 
inch  deal  or  crofs  piece  was  iaid 
over  crery  beam  from  the  fhip's' 
fide  to  the  uprights  at  the  middle 
line  I  then,  at  equal  diftance  from 
thd  fide  and  middle  line,  pieces* 
of  fix  inches  fqnare^  as  long  as- 
could  be  got  down,  were  put  x\h 
fore  and  aft  on  both  fides,  fcored 
two  inches  over  every  crofs  piece^ 
and  well  bolted  through  the  crofir 
piece  and  deck,  and  into  the  fir 
beams.  From  this  fore  and  aft 
piece  or  ribband  to  the  (hip's  fide^ 
2lnd  from  it  to  the  uprights  in  thd 
middle,  were  placed  two  rows  oS 
diagonal  (horeft,  fix  inches  fquare/ 
the  heels  of  which  were  fecurely 
wedged  againft  the  fore  and  aft 
piece  or  ribband,  which  afi^bcded 
fttfiicient  fupport  to  the  temporary 
deck  withoac  any  other  fhores* 
Two  bulkheads  or  partitions  were 
built,  its  far  as  the  fore-^maft  ^Qr<* 
ward,  and  mizen-maft  aft,  well 
planked,  (hored,  and  caulked,  to 
refitt  the  water.  As  decks  laid  in 
this  manner,  and  in  fo  much  hurry 
as  the  time  of  low  water  requires, 
wU)  of  confequence  leak  in  fome 
degree,  and  zs  that  leakage,  wafll« 
ing  from  fide^  to  fide,  will  canfe 
the  fiiip  to  lay  along,  I  hxed  ^ 
K  two-inch 
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two -inch  deal,  twelve  inches' 
broad,  edgeways,  all  fore  and 
aft  at  the.  middle  line,  and  well 
caniked  it,  to  ftop  half  the  water 
on-  the  weather  or  upper  iide, 
when  the  Ihip  would  incline  either 
way,  which  not  only  made  her 
aiffer  under  fail,  but  facilitated 
the  pumping  out  the  water  made 
by  leaks  in  riie  deck« 

This  deck  was  fixty- three  feet 
long  and  twenty. three  feet  broad, 
and  was  laid  at  five  feet  five  inches 
above  the  bottom  of  the  keel,  or 
four  feet  above  the  top  of  the 
fioor  timbers,  and  fwan^  the  ihip 
at  twejve  feet  five  inches  water, 
refifting  two  hundred  and  fixteen 
tons,  and  containing  under  it  one 
hundred  and  twenty- four  tons  of 
water,  which  preffing  againlt  the 
under  fide-  of  the  temporary  deck 
a6ted  as  ballaft,  and  brought  her 
ikfely  into  the  dry  dock  at  Dept- 
ford,  from  the  moft  dangerous 
fituation  poflible,  being  partly 
within  and  partly  without  Mar- 

fate  Pier,  where  (he  had  been  left 
y  fome  Ramfgate  men,  who  had 
undertaken  to  remove  her  from 
the  place  where  (he  was  ftranded  to 
H  fafer  one  within  Margate  Har- 
bour. 


jf  new  Method  of  trtalin^  the 
Fiftultt  Lachrymalis,  By  Mr, 
"William  Blizard,  Surgeon^ 
F.  A,  S,  communit^ieid  hy  hfr, 
Jofeph  Warner*  Sur^een,  F,R.S. 

*    Frpfn  the  fame. 

Read  Feb.  24.,  1780. 

1M  every  period  of"  the  difeafe^ 
termed  fiftula  lachrymalis^ 
there  is  underilood  to  exift  a  'de« 
gree  of  obftru&ioir  ia  the  nafal 


du6k ;  fo  chat  more  or  \^h  of  the 
tears,  mixed  with  the  oily  fccretion 
of  the  (cbaceous  glands  ^  of  the 
eye'' lids,  and  mucus  of  the  in- 
ternal furface  of  the  lachrymal 
fac,  being  prevented  from  paifiing 
into  the  nofe,  are  expelled  through 
the  lachrymal  punda  open  the 
furface  01  the-  eye,  and  down  the 
cheek. 

Writers  on  furgery  divide  this 
difeafe  inte  feveral  ftages ;  the 
firft  and  moft  iimple  being  that  cf 
obllru^kion,  with  little  or  no  in- 
flammation ;  and  fo  on,  according 
to  the  degree  or  effe6l  of  inflam* 
mation,  to  the  lail  flage,  a  floughy, 
ulcerated  condition  of  the  fac  and 
its  integuments,  with,  now  and 
then,  a  c^ies  of  the  bony  parts. 

Though  the  difeafe  be  fre- 
quently the  efiiedl  of  z 'virus  in  the 
habit,  yet  furgcons  find,  thatfoxne- 
times  the  caufe  is  very  Hmple, 
and  eafily  to  be  conceived  from 
the  analogy  of  parts. 

The  membraneous  portions  of 
the  nafal  du&  and  !?chrymal  fac 
are  a  continuation  of  the  pituitous 
membrane  of  the  nofe.  This 
membrane  is  exceedingly  vafcnlar, 
fecretes  a  large  quantity  of  mucus 
upon  its  internal  furface,  and  is 
endued  with  a  great  degree  of 
fenfibility. 

Experience  ihews  the  great  de- 
fluxions  that  are  oftentimes  made 
upon  the  pituitous  membrane; 
the  iocreafed  fecretion  of  mtfcus 
that  happens  upon  the  application 
of  various  ilimulants;  and  the 
firm  confidence  it  often  acquires 
from  ftagnation,  alHbrption,  and 
evaporation  of  its  thinner  parts : 
moreover,  that  the  mepibrane  it- 
felf  frequently  becomes  inflamed 
and  thickened. 

The 
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The  dtt6k  and  fac  may  be  af- 
fe^ed  through  obilrudted  per- 
rpiracion,  &c.  and  thickened  from  ' 
the  targid  date  of  their  veflels: 
the  fecretion  of  mucus  may  alfo 
be  confiderably*  augmented.  From 
the  thickened  flate  of  the  mem- 
brane of  the  dud,  the  fluids  i4 
the  fac  pafs  with  difficulty:  by 
retention,  warmth, and  abforption, 
they  are  rendered  vifcid^  and  the 
dii|bcuhy^  that  at  firft  arofe  from 
the  thickened  ftate  of  the  mem* 
brane,  now  arifes  from  another 
caufe,  namely,  the  infpifiated 
ilate  of  the  fluids. 

Thefe  are,  probably,  the  moft 
flmple  caufes  of  obflru£iion  in  the 
na(al  dud;  but,  from  whatever 
caufe  the  obflrudion  had  its  ori- 
gin, in  its  early  date,  when  un- 
attended with  a  morbid  chan^  of 
the  contiguous  parts,  it  is  con- 
iidered  as  the  firil  and  moft  Ample 
Ik^e  of  xhtfijiula  Ucbtymalis,  It 
is  in  this  itage  tha^  the  means  of 
dbviating  the  neceflity  of  a  trou-r 
hleibme  and  uncertain  operation 
fliould  be  employed,  with  any 
rational  expedation  of  fuccefs. 

The  principal  of  thefe  means 
are: 

1 .  Compreffion ;  declared  by 
experienced  praditioners  to  be 
injudicious. 

2.  The  paffing  an  inHrument 
into  the  noflril,  and  up  the  dud ; 
an  operation  very  painful  to  the 
patient,  and  exceedingly  troable- 
fome  to  the  operator. 

3.  The  introducing  a  probe 
through  one  of  the  punda  into 
the  dud,  after M.  Anel's  manner; 
by  experience  proved  to  be  ina- 
dequate to  the  deflgn. 

4.  The  impelling  a  fluid,  by  a 
fringe,  through  one  of  the  punda, 
as  dineded  by  M.  Anel  j  allowed 


by  judicious  and  experienced  fur* 
geons  to  be  fometimes  ufeful.    ' 

On  refleding  upon  the  laft  me- 
thod, I  was  induced  to  think,  that 
if  a  fluid*  of  a  great  d^eree  of 
(pecific  gravity,  as  quickiilver, 
could  be  pafTcd  through  one  of  thd 
punda,  fo  as  to  fill  the  fac  and 
dud,  and  prefs  upon  the  ob- 
flruded  part,  it  might  be  rea«> 
fonably  expeded  to  remove  thd 
obllrudion  in  the  firft  and  Ample 
ftage  of.  the  difeafe ;  at  leaft,  to 
haviB  a  much  better  chance  of  pro^ 
dncing  this  efied  than  a  watery 
fluid,  urged  through  the  pundum 
in  an  unfavourable  diredion  :  be- 
fides,  it  would  be  no  bar  to  the 
ufe  of  proper  general  means. 

Flattered  with  the  feeming  rea-^ 
ibnablenefs  of  the  fuggeftion,  and 
convinced  of  the  fafety  of  the  ex-^ 
periment,  I  refolved  on  making  a 
trial  the  firft  opportunity  ;  which 
ibon  occurred  to  me. 

Mr.   M B ,  a  fadler^ 

in  Mark-Lane,  had  been  troubled 
with  a  flux  of  tears  and  mucus 
down  the  cheek  from  the  pnn6U 
of  the  right  eye-lids,  about  fevea 
months.  There  was  a  degree  of 
fwelling  or  diftenfion  of  the  fac» 
attended  with  pain.  Upon  preffing 
the  fac,  much  ropy  fluid,  of  a 
whitifli  colour,  was  forced  through 
the  punda.  The  difcharge  was 
always  in  greatefl  abundance  id 
the  evening ;  at  which  time  he 
had  a  dimnefs  of  fight  in  that  eye. 

The  ufual  means  had  been  em- 
ployed, without  fuccefs,  by  hia 
furgeon,  who  approved  of  thefug- 
gefted  experiment,  and  the  patient 
agreed  to  have  it  tried. 

Mefl*.  Nairne  and  Blunt  pro- 
vided an  inflrnment  for  the  pur- 
pofe.  It  confifts  of  a  fine  fteel 
pipe,  a  little  curved^  cemented  in 
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a  gkfs  tube  about  fix  inches  long. 
At  the  top  of  the  tube  is  a  wooden 
funnel ;  and  at  the  bottom  of  this 
is  a  valve,  which  may  be  elevated 
hy  a  filken  Urine  that  is  conveyed 
through  a  hole  m  the  brim  of  the 
funnel,  and  hangs  down'  by  the 
fide  of  the  tube  ♦. 

The  ftecl  pipe  was  pafled  Jtito 
the  inferior  pnn^ium,  without 
pain  or  difficulty.  The  quick- 
iilver  was  then  poured  into  the 
funnel,  and  let  down  the  tube  by 
pulling  the  ftring  of  the  valve. 
When  the  qnickfilver  regurgitated 
out  by  the  fuperior  pundlum,  the 
inftrument  was  withdrawn.  The 
quickfilver  lay  in  the  fac  and  duft, 
without  exciting  pain,  about  thir- 
ty hours,  when  it  pafTed  into  the 
nofe,  and  the  patient  caught  feme 
of  it  in  his  hand. 

1  thought  it  beft  at  this  'time 
not  to  comprefs  the  fac;  appre- 
hending it  would  difcharge  the 
quickliTvcr  through  the  punfta, 
and  fo  fruflrate  the  intention. 

'  On  the  third  day  the  operation 
was  repeated;  when,  on  gently 
comprefeng  the  fac^  fomc  of  the 
quickfilver  pa/Ted  into  the  nofe, 
and  with  it  a  piece  of  congealed 
whitiih  mucus.  A  fmall  quantity 
of  the  quickfilver,  upon  making 
the  preflure,  returned  through  the 
pundla. 

At  the  third  and  fourth  times 
of  repeating  the  operation,  with- 
out ?iny  comprefEon,  at  intervals 
of  a  few  days,  the  quickfilver 
paiTed  readily  into  the  nofe. 

I  once  introduced  the  point  of  a 
fteel  pipe,  ufed  for  injcfting  the 
lymphatic  vcflTels.     It  is  cemented 


to  a  tube  of  glafs  eighteen  inches 
long.  This  pipe  is  not  (b  fine  as 
that  of  the  other  inftrnmertt,  yet 
it  was  conveyed  i*nto  the  pun£lum 
without  difficulty,  and  with  little 
01^  no  pain.  To  gain  a*  greater 
degree  of  momentum  I  raifed  die 
column  of  quickfilver  to  about 
twelve  inches,  when  it  flowed  into 
the  nofe  with  a  confiderable  de« 
grec  of  velocity. 

From  the  time  that  the  quick* 
filver  pafled  into  the  nofe,  left 
fluid  trickled  down  the  oheek 
than  before.  After  the  fecond  or 
third  operation,  the  fwelling  or 
diflention  of  the  fac  intirely  fob- 
fided.  The  patient  at  this  time 
has  no  difcharge  of  mucus,  and  a 
tear  but  very  feldbm  :  the  parts 
have  a  pcrfefUy  healthy  appear- 
ance. 

To  afcertain  the  effe^  of  me- 
dicines in  difeafes  of  the  coniH- 
tution,  many  experiments,  under 
various  circumftanc^,  are  necef- 
fary  ;  but  hi  matters  dfeterminnble 
by  a  meehanical  operation,  the 
effeA,  as  far  as  our  (enfes  can 
direft  tis,  is  iti  general  vtry  plain 
and  explicable. 

In  the  cafe  related  this  is  clear, 
namely,  that  previoufly  to  the 
injefting  of  qoicKfrlver,  the  tears, 
febaceous  matter,  and  mucus,  did 
not  pafs  through  the  nafal  dirfl, 
o*-,  but  in  a  very  fmail  proportion 
to  the  quantity  fecretea ;  that  at 
the  firfl  experiment,  qnickfilver 
did  not  pafs;  but  that  qnickfilver, 
tears,  Ac.  have  fince  readQy 
paired. 

I  cannot,  Bowevef,  flatter  my- 
felf  that  thi^  method  will  avail. 


♦  I  have  dcfcribcd  the  inflnimtnt  as  it  was  ufed  j  but  I  have  fince  thbught, 
that  ft  would  not  only  be  more  fimpic  bur  do  as  well  without  a  valvular  appa- 
raiuf,  th«  qtiickfiWer  being  poured  ia  by  an  afitibnt.  •     - 
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except  in  the  firft  or  fimp le  ftage 
of  the  di&rder;  but  many  cafes 
have  a  favoarable  Dtate  for  the 
trial  ia  tl^ir  early  period,  and 
that  oppoftanity  may  be  feized 
with  a  probability  of  fuccefs. 

The  operation  is  iimple,  eafily 
execated,  prodo£dve  of  but  little 
pain,  and  attended  with  no  kind 
of  danger. 


jiccount  of  a  PTomoft  'who  had  the 
Small  Pox  during  Pregnancy^ 
and  ^who  fnpud  to  ha'Ui  commu- 
nicatid  the  fame  Di/ea/e  to  tlie 
Fatus,  By  John  Huoter,  E/f. 
F.  R,  $.     From  the/ami. 

Mr.  Grant's  Account* 

ON  the  5th  of  December, 
I776>  Mrc.«Ford  had  been 
feized  with  ihivering  and  the  other 
common  fymptoms  of  ic^tx^  to 
which  were  added  great  difficulty 
of  breathing,  and  a  very  hard 
cottgh.  Mr.  Grant  (aw  her  on 
the  7  th  ;  and  he  took  from  her 
eight  ounces  of  blood,  and  gave 
her  a  compofition  of  the  faline 
mixture  with  fpermaceti  and  mag- 
aeiia  every  iix  hours. 

This  had  operated  by  the  8th 
two  or  three  times  very  gently, 
when  mofl  of  the  xora plaints  were 
relieved;  but  the  cough  ftill 
ihakane  her  violently,  bleediDg 
feened  necefiary  to/be  repeatecf, 
more  particularly  as  fhe  looked 
upon  herfelf  to  be  in  the  fixth 
month  of  her  pre^ancy.  The 
medicine  was  continued  without 
the  magneiia. 

In  the  evening  (<i//ie.  the  8th) 
the  fmall  pox  appeared,  which- 
proved  of  a  mild  kind,  and  mo- 
derate in  qoantity.    Its  pregreft 


was  rather  flower  than  might  have 
.been  expedled ;  but  the  woman 
pafTed  through  the  difeafe  ^n  great 
fpirits,  fitting  up  the  greatefl  part 
of  the  day  during  the  whole  time, 
and  taking  only  a  paregoric  at 
night,  and,  as  occafion  required, 
a  little  magnefia :  thus  the  fymp- 
toms  were  mitigated,  and  the 
cough  at  laft  became  very  littk 
troublefome. 

On  the  25th  ihe  complained 
of  a  pain  in  her  fide.  £ight 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken  away. 
The  next  day  fhe  was  quite  free 
from  pain,  and  thought  herfelf  as 
well  on  the  27  ch  as  her  particular 
fituation  would  admit  of;  after 
which  fhe  was  not  vifited  by  Mr. 
Grant  till  the  31(1,  when  fhe  wa« 
in  labour. 

Mr.  WaftalPs  Letter  on  the  fame 
Suhjea, 

Dec.  30,  1776,  I  was  fent  for 
to  Mrs.  Ford,  a  healthy  woman, 
about  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
whp  was  |)regnant  with  her  nrft 
child.  She  had  come  out  of  the 
country  about  three  months  before* 
Soon  after  her  arrival. in  town  fhe 
was  feized  with  the  fmall  pox,  and 
had  been  under  the  care  of  MefTrs. 
Hawkins  and  Grant,  who  have 
favoured  me  with  die  particulars 
here  annexed.  "" 

I  called  upon  her  in  the  after- 
noon ;  fhe  complained  of  violent 
^rriping  pains  in  her  bowels,  dart- 
ing down  to  the  puhes.  On  ex* 
amining  I  found  the  os  tinfa  a 
little  dilated,  with  other  fymp* 
toms  of  approaching  labonr.  I 
fent  her  an  anodyne  Tpermacetl 
emuliibn,  and  de£red  to  be  called 
if  her  pains  increafed.  I  was 
lent. for.    The  labour  advanced 
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very  flowly ;  her  pains  were  long 
tnd  fevere  ;  (he  was  delivered  of 
a  dead  child,  with  fome  difficulty, 

Obferving  an  erubtion  all  over 
the  body  of  the  child^  and  feveral 
of  the  pufinlet  filled  with  matter, 
I  examined  them  more  particu«- 
larJy  ;  and  recollecting,  that  Dr. 
Leake,  in  his  IntroduAory  Ledlurc 
to  the  Pradkicc  of  Midwifry,  had 
obfervcd,  that  it  might  be  ne^ 
ccflaryto  enqpire,  whether  thofe 
adults  who  are  faid  totally  to 
efcape  the  fmall  pox  have  not  been 
previoudy  affe^d  with  it  in  the 
womb,  I  Tent  a  note  to  Dr.  Leake, 
and  ^ikewife  to  Dr.  Hunter,  in 
hc^s  of  afcertaining  a  fa£l  hi- 
therto much  doubted.  Dr.  Leake 
came  the  fame  evening,  and  faw 
the  child.  Dr.  Hunter  came 
afterwards,  withMr.  Cruickfhanks, 
•and  examined  it;  alfo  Mr.  Jo^n 
Jiunter  and  W-  Falconer;  who 
all  concurred  with  me,  that  the 
erdption  on  the  child '  was  the 
fmall  pox.  Dr.  Hunter  thought 
the  eruption  fo  like  the  fmall  pox 
that  he  could  hardly  doubt ;  but 
faid,  that  in  all  other  cafes  of  the 
fame  kind,  that  he  had  met  with, 
the  child  in  utero  bad  efc^ped  the 
contagion. 

From  Mr,  Grant's  Noteu 

The  eruption  appeared  on  Mrs. 
Ford  in  the  evening  of  the  8th  of 
December,  and  fhe  was  delivered 
the  3ifl,  th^tis,  twenty- three  days 
after  the  appearaace  of  the  erupr 
tions. 

flefiSionr^  Mr:  John  Hunter, 
The  fingylarity  of  the  above 


cafe,  with  all  its  circnibftattces, 
has  inclined  me  to  conlider  it  with 
fome  attention. 

'  There  can  be  no  doabt  bat  that 
the  mother  had  the  fmall  pox,  and 
that  the  eruption  begad  to  appear 
on  the  8tli  ,of  December:  alio, 
that  it  went  through  its  regol^. 
ilages,  and  that  on  the  31ft,  <v/«.' 
twenty-three  days  after  the  &riit 
appearance  of  the  eruption,  the 
woman  was  delivered  of  the  child, 
who  is  the  fubjed  of  this  paper. 

Secondly^  The  diftanc^  of  time 
when  ihe  had  the  fmall  pox  before 
delivery,  joined  with  the  ftaee  of 
the  difeafe  in  the  child  when  porn, 
which  probably  was  about  the  fixth 
or  feventhday  of  the  eruption « 
*i;i«.  about  fifteen  or  fixteen  days 
after  the  beginning  of  the  eruption 
.on  the  mother,  perfe^ly  agrees 
with  the  poffibility  of  the  infedion's 
being  caught  from  the  mother, 

Tnirdly,  The  external  appear- 
ance of  the  fufttdi^  in  the  child 
was  perfe£Uy  that  of  the  fmall 
pox»  as  muit  have  appeared  from 
,  the  wlation  given  in  Mr.  Waftall's 
letter.  Moft  of  the  puftuUs  were 
diftind,  but  fome  were  blended  or 
united  at  their  bafe.  The  face 
had  the  greateft  number;  and 
thefe  were  in  general  the  moil  in-r 
diftindl.  They  were  fomewhat 
flattened  with  a  dent  in  the  mid- 
dle*. 

So  far  were  the  leading  circom- 
ftances  and  external  appearances 
in  favour  of  their  being  the  varior 
lous  eruption ;  but  although  thefe 
^leading  circumftances  and  external 
appearances  were  incontrovertible, 
yet    they  were  not   an    abiblnte 


*  I  rndeavaured  to  take  fome  matter  tipon  the  point  of  two  lancets ;  but 
|iot  having  an  opportunity  of  making  an  experiment  myfelf,  I  gave  them  to 
fwp  ^ent}en)(i)^  vhOf  I  ims^ine,  w^  afrai^  of  inpcplapng  with  th^m. 
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prodf  of  this  being  the  genuine 
fmall  peoc ;  therefwre  I  mn^  be 
allowed  to  coniider  this  fubjed  a 
litde  further,  and  fee  how  far  all ' 
the  drciunftances  conrefpond  or 
are  iimilar  to  the  true  fmall  pox. 
In  the  fmall  pox  we  have  a  pre- 
vious fever»  in  place  of  which,  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  we  have  no  in- 
formation but  that  of  the  mother's 
having  had  the  fmall  pox  within 
fuch  a  limited  time  as  may  favour 
the  pofllbility  of  infe^ion  in  the 
womb ;  yet  we  may  prefume, 
that  the  child  mufl  have  had  coq- 
£dcirabie  fever  precciiing  fuch  an 
eruptiQn,  of  whatfoever  kind  it 
was. 

In.  the  fmall  pox  the  eruption  , 
goes  through  pretty  regular  itages 
in  its  progrefs  and  declenfion,* 
which  circumftances  we  know  no- 
thing of  in  the  prefent  cafe ;  but 
even  this  fever,  the  eruptions, 
and  their  progrefs,  are  not  abfo- 
lutely  proofs  that  the  diforder  is- 
the  fmall  *pox  when  it  is  caught  in 
the  common  and  natural .  way : 
and  in  proof  of  this  affertion  it 
may  be  obferved,  that  pra6U- 
tionert  every  now  and  then  are 
miflaken. 

It  may  be  a(ked,  what  is  .the 
true  charaderiftic  of  the  fmall 
pox?  That  by  which  it  differs 
from  all  other  eruptions  that  we 
are  acquainted  with?  The  moft 
certain  character  of  the  fmall  pox, 
that  I  know,  is  the  formation  of  a 
iloagh,  or  a  part  becoming  dead 
by  the  variolous  inflammation ; 
a  circumftance  which  hitherto,  I 
believe,  has  not  been  taken  no- 
tice of. 

This  was  very  evident  in  the 
arms  of  thofe  who  were  inoculated 
va  th^  old  way,  where  the  wounds 


were  confiderable,  and  were  dreiTed' 
•very  day ;  which  mode  of  treat* 
ment  kept  them  from  fcabbing, 
by  which  means  this  procefs  was 
eafily  obferved  ;  but  in  the  pre* 
fent  method  of  inoculation  it  is 
hardly  obfervable  :  the  fore  being 
allowed  to  fcab,  the  floagh  and 
fcab  unite  and  drop  off  together. 
The  £ame  indiftin^inefs .  attend^ 
the  eruptions  on  the  ikin  ;  and  in 
thofe  patients  who  die  of,  or  die 
while  in,  the  difeafe,  where  we 
have  an  opportunity  of  examining 
them  while  the  part  is  diftindt, 
this  flough  is  very  evident. 

This  Sough  is  the  caufe  of  the 
pitt  after  all  is  cicatrized  ;  for  it 
IS  a  real  lofs  of  fubllance  of  the 
furface  of  the  cutis:  and  in  pro- 
portion to  this  Hough  is  the  re* 
maining  deprefEcm. 

The  chicken  pox  comes  the 
neareft  in  external  appearance  to 
the  fmall  pox ;  but  it  does  not 
commonly  produce  a  flough. 

As  there  is  generally  no  lofs  of 
fubAance  in  this  cafe,  there  can 
be  no  pitt.  But  it  fometimes* 
happens,  although  but  rarely, 
that  there  is  a  pitt  in  confequence 
of  a  chicken  pock ;  then  ulcer* 
ation  has  taken  place  on  the  fur* 
face  of  the  cutis,  a  common  thing 
in  fores. 

In  the  prefent  cafe,  befides  the 
leading  circumdances  mentioned 
in  the  cafe  of  the  mother,  corre* 
fponding  with  the  appearances  on 
the  child,  ^  and  the  external  ap- 
pearances themfelves,  we  have  in 
the  fullelt  fenfe  the  third  and  real* 
or  principal  character  of  the  fmaU 
po^,  *viz,  the  floug^h.  in  every 
puftuU ;  from  all  which,  I  think, 
we  may  condtMie,  that  the  child 
had  caught  the  fmall  pox  in  the 
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vomb;  or  at  lea^  a  diieafe,  the 
effe&s  of  which  were  flipilar  to  no 
Qtfier  known  difeafe. 
.  In  opening  the  bodies  of  thofe 
who  had  either  died  of,  or  died 
while  under,  the  fmaii  pox,  I 
always  examined  carefully  to  fee 
whether  any  internal  cavity,  fach 
as  the  ap/ofhagus,  trachea,  ftomach, 
inteitinea,  fUura^  peritoneumy  Sec. 
had  eri3p lions  upon  them  or  not, 
and  never  finding  any  in  any  of 
thofe  cavities,  I  began  to  fufped, 
tjiat  ehher  the  fkin  itfelf  .was  the 
Qply  part  of  the  body  fufceptible 
of  fuch  a  Jlimulus;  or  that  the 
ikin  was  fubjedk  to  fomc  influence 
.  to  which  the  other  parts  of  the 
body  were  not  fubje£t,  and  which 
made  it  alone  fufceptible  of  the 
fzfarialous  fiimulus.  If  from  the 
firft  caufe,  I  then  concluded  it 
mail  be  an  original  principle  in 
the  animal  osconomy.  If  froJn  the 
fecond,  I  then  fufpefted,  that  ex* 
ternal  expofure  was  the  caufe  ; 
and  I  was  the  more  led  into  this 
idea,  from  finding  that  thefe 
eruptions  often  attack  the  mouth 
and  throat,  two  eXpofed  parts ; 
^dd  to  which,  that  we  generally 
^nd  the  eruptions  moil  on  the 
cxpofed  parrs  of  the  body,  as  the 
fjice.  Sec. 

With  thefe  ideas  in  my  mind,  I 
tlionght  I  iaw  the  moil  ^vourable 
-opportunity  of  clearing  up  this 
point.  I  therefore  very  attentively 
examined  moil  of  the  internal  ca- 
wties  of  this  child  i  fuch  as  the 
ptzitottfum,  plturuj  tracbiUy  iniide 
of  the  ctjopbagust  ftomach,  in- 
teftines,  &c.  but  obferved  nothing 
uncommon.  I  have  already  ob- 
ferved, that  in  this  child  the  faee 
and  extremities  were  the  fulled, 
fimilar  to  what  happens  in  com- 
IftOX);  from  ^l  which  I  2Q»7  be 
i 


dlowed  to  draw  thk  ooncliiiiOBy 
that  the  ikin  i«  the  principal  part 
which  15  f&fceptible  of  the  vario* 
lous  ftimuhsf  and  is  not  afe6ked 
by  any  external  iafloence  wkac* 
ever,  % 

The  communication  of  ~  tha 
imail  pox  to  the  child  in  the 
womb  nay  be  fuppoied  to  happen 
in  two  ways ;  One  by  infedion 
'from  the  mother,  as  la  fuppofed 
in  the  above  cafe;  the  other  by 
the  mother's  having  abibrbed  the 
fmall  pox  matter  from  fome  other 
perfon,  and  the  matter  being  car-r 
ried  to  the  child  from  the  con* 
nedlion  betweeh  the  two«  which 
we  may  fuppofe  done  with  or 
without  £rft  af{e6ting  the  mother, 

Teilimonies  apd  opinions  are 
various  with  refpe£t*to  thelie  two 
fa^.  fioerhaave  ii^ems  to  have 
been  led  by  his  experience  to 
think  that  fuch  infcftion  was  not 
communicable:  for. we  find  that 
he  attended  a  lady,  who  having, 
in  the  fixth  month  of  her  preg- 
nancy, had  the  confluent  fmaJl 
pox,  brought  forth  at  the  regular 
period  a  child,  who  (hewed  not 
the  leail  veilige  of  his  mother'e 
difeafe. 

His  commentator,  however.  Van 
$wieten,  fupporu  a  different  opi* 
nion  (fee  his  comment,  vol.  v.). 
He  quotes  a  cafe  from  the  Phiio* 
fophical  Tranfadions,  voK  xxviii. 
N^  337.  p.  165.  of  a  woman,  who, 
having  joil  gone  through  a  mild 
ibrt  of  fmall  pox,  was,  by  meant 
of  a  ilrong  doie  of  purging  phyfic, 
thrown  into  a  mifcarriage,  and 
brought  forth  a  dead  female  child, 
whofe  whole  body  was  covered 
with  '^arUhvi  fufiuUt  full  of  ripe 
matter  $  but  this  hiftory  is  founded 
only  on  the  relation  of  a  midwi^ 
(Q  ^  clergymaoi  and  therefore  not 
»bfo!utfly 
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"  fon  aflirrted,  that  he  <lifcovere4 
"  evident  marks  of  the  fmall  pox, 
"  which  ^e  muft  have  gone 
**  through  in  the  womb ;  and  the 
*'  fame  phyfician  pronounced^ 
"  that  thw  child  would  be  free 
"  from  future  infedHon.  Afte|r 
*'  four  years  her  brother  was  ino*- 
*'  cniated  ;  and  Dr.  Watfon  ob- 
*'  tained  permiffion  of  the  parents 
"  to  try  the  fame  experiment  on 
-•'  the  girl.  The  operation  w«i 
**  performed  on  both  children  ia 
**  the  fame  manner;  and  the/^f 
*'  ufed  ill  both  cafes  was  taken 
*'  from  the  fame  patient.  The 
**  event,  however,  was  diflfcrent; 
for  the   boy  had   the  regular 


Hbfetntely  to  be  depended  upon  as 
Bccarateiy  ftated  :  however,  it  is 
more  tliftn  probable,  dtat  there 
was  a  cafe  as  defcribed  ;  and  that 
there  were  really  eruptions  on  the 
Ikin  of  the  cfaild..#Aiilar  to  the 
fmall  pox. 

Van  Swieten  likewife  mentions 
what  Mauricean  relates  of  him- 
felf.  This  author  teftiiies,  that 
he  had  often  heard  his  father  and 
mother  fay,  that  the  latter,  wheo 
big  with  him,  and  very  near  her 
time  of  delivery,  had  a  painful 
attendance  on  one  of  her  children, 
who  died  of  the  fmall  pox  on  the 
ieventh  day  of  the  eruption ;  and 
that  on  the  day  following  the  death 
of  this  child,  Maurioeau  came  into 
the  world,  bringing  with  him  fiv€ 
or  fix  true  fujluhs  of  the  fmall 
pox. 

It  does  not  appear,  howerer, 
from  this  recital,  whether  or  not 
Mauricean  pafTed  through  life  free 
from  any  pofterior  infeftion ;  but 
admitting  that  this  eruption  of 
Manriceau's  was  truly  the  fmall 
pox,  yet  I  fliould  very  much  doubt 
his  having  caught  it  from  the  child 
who  died  of  it :  as  it  (hould  feem 
that  thefttfiulesof  Mauriceau  were 
of  the  fame  date  with  thofe  of  the 
child  who  died.  Van  Swieten 
appeals  to  a  more  recent  cafe, 
which  had  been  reported  to  him 
by  perfons  of  great  credit,  and 
is  recorded  in  the  Phil.  Tranf. 
vol.  xtvi.  p.  235. 

**  A  woman,  big  with  child, 
"  having  herfelf  long  ago  had  the 
*'  fmall  pox,  very  affiduoufly 
•*  nnrfed  a  maid  fervant  during 
*'  the  whole  proccfs  of  this  diN 
•*  leafe.  At  the  proper  time  (he 
'*  brought  forth  a  healthy  female 
''  (hild,  in  whofe  (kin  Dr.  Wat- 


«*  eruption,  and  got  well  j  but 
"  the  girPs  arm  did  not  inflami? 
**  nor  fuppurate.  On  the  tenth 
"  day  from  the  infertion  of  th« 
**  matter,  Ihe  turned  pale  fud- 
"  denly,  was  languid  for  two 
*'  days,  and  afterwards  was  very 
**  well.  In  the  ndghbourhood 
•*  of  the  incifion  there  appeared  4 
^'  fujfuh  like  thofe  pufiules  that 
"^  we  fometimes  obferve  in  perfons 
'*  who,  having  had  the  difeafe^, 
*'  attend  patients  ill  of  the  fmall 
'•  pox." 

In  the  epiflles  of  T.  Bartholinus^ 
cent.  ii.  p.  682.  there  is  the  fol- 
lowing hiftory.  **  A  poor  woman, 
**  aged  thirty-eight  years,  preg- 
"  nant,  and  now  near  the  time  of 
*•  delivery,  was  fcized  with  the 
"  iymptoms  of  the  fmall  pox,  and 
"  had  a  very  numerous  eruption, 
'*  In  this  (late  (he  was  delivered 
*'  of  a  child,  as  full  of  variolous 
"  pufluhs  as  herfelf.  The  child 
•'  died  foon  after  birth  ;  the  mo- 
"  ther  three  days  afterwards,** 
Van  Swieten  infers,  that  the  mo- 
ther and  the  child  lycre  in    this 
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cafe  infef^ed  at  the  fame  timei 
therefore,  the  child  not  infected 
by  the  mother. 

Dr.  Mead  aiTerts,  that  when  a 
woman  in  the  fmall  pox  fuffers  an 
abortion,  the  foetm  is  generally 
full  of  the  contagion ;  but  that 
this  does  not  happen  always. 
This  variety,  he  fays,  depends  ou 
the  ftate  of  the  mother's  fttftulej 
when  the  child  is  born  ;  that  is> 
whether  they  are  or  are  not  in  a 
Hate  of  purulencc.  Whence  he 
has  obferved  it  fomctimes  to  hap^ 
pen,  that  on  the  fecond  day  from 
the  birth,  or  the  third,  or  any 
day  before  the  eighth,  the  difeafc 
caught  from  the  mother  (hews 
itfelf.  in  eraptions  on  the  child.   . 

Dr.  Mead  here  relates  the 
hiflory  of  a  lady  of  quality,  of 
which  this  is  the  fubflance.  A 
lady,  in  the  feventh  month  of  her 
pregnancy,  had  the  confluent 
fmall  pox,  and  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  the  difeafe  brought  forth  a 
fon,  having  nofignsof  the  difeafe 
on  his  body;  and  ihe  died  on  the 
fourteenth  day.  The  infant  hav- 
ing  lived  four  days,  was  feized 
with  convulfions,  and,  the  fmall 
pox  appearing,  died.  The  do6lor 
infers  from  hence,  that  the  fuppu- 
ration  being  in  fome  mealure 
compleated  on  the  eleventh  day, 
the  mother's  difeafe  was  comma* 
nicated  then  to  the  fatus,  and 
made  its  appearance  on  the  child 
after  eight  days. 

If  there  be  no  abortion.  Dr. 
Mead  pronounces,  that  the  child 
will  ever  be  free  from  the  difeafe, 
unlefs  the  birth  fhould  happen  be- 
fore the  maturation  of  the /«/?»iW. 
He  brings  a  cafe  to  prove,  that 
the  fatus  in  the  womb  may  be 
infeded  by  the  contagion  of  which 
the  mother  docs  not  partake,  •'  A 


**  woman,  who  had  long  before 
**  futfered  the  fmall  pox,  noried 
**  her  hun>and,  under  that  dif-  1 
**  cafe,  towards  the  cad  of  her  ^| 
*'  pregnancy ;  and  was  brought 
f  to  bed  at  ihe  due  time.  The 
**  child  was  dead,  and  covered 
*■  *  all  over  with  vnri^Uiu  puJimUj,  * ' 

With  refped  to  the  cafe  quoted 
from  Mauriceau,  it  has  been 
proved  by  Sir  George  Baker  (Med. 
Traufad.  voL  ii.  p..  275.)  that 
Dr.  Mead  drew  a  concluiion  from 
it  diredly  contrary  to  the  author's 
meaning.  The  negative  opinion 
appears  evidently  to  be  fupported 
by  that  hiilory. 

Sir  George  Baker  mentions  in 
the  fame  paper  the  cafe  of  two 
pregnant  women  who  were  ino- 
culated at  Hertford.  They  both 
had  the  fmall  pox  favourably,  and 
afterwards  brought  forth  their 
children  perfedly  healthy  at  the 
ufual  time.  Both  thefe  children, 
at  the  age  of  three  yean,  were 
inoculated  with  eiFed. 

Sir  George  Baker  likewife  men* 
tions  a  cafe  which  fell  under  the 
obfervation  of  Dr.  Clarke  of*  £p- 
fom,  "  A  woman  towards  the 
''  end  of  her  pregnancy  had  the 
*'  fmall  pox,  from  which  die  nar- 
**  rowly  efcaped*  Five  weeks 
'*  after  the  criUs  ihe  was  delivered 
*'  of  an  healthy  female  child,  who 
"  having  numerous  marks  on  her 
*'  ikin,  was  judged  by  all  who 
*'  faw  her  to  have  undergone  the 
*'  fame  diflemper  before  her  birth. 
*'  However,  at  the  end  of  twelve 
'*  months  (he  had  the  fmall  pox 
'^  in  a  very  fevere  manner.  Both 
"  the  mother  and  child  were 
*'  lately  living  at  Epfom." 

Since  then  we  fee  that  it  is 
very  probable,  that  the  fmall  pox 
may  be  caught  from  the  mother 

when 
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laode  of  reiMveriiig  people  iii 
Kaffia,  who  are  apparently  de- 
prived  of  life  by  toe  priaciple 
emitted  from  btiriiiag  charcoai,  or 
by  the  incruftation  formed  apott 
the  ioiides  of  the  boors  huts  when 
it  thaws. 

People  of  condition  in  thif 
country  have  double  windows  to 
their  hoafes  in  winter  f  but  the 
commoner  fort  have  only  finglo 
ones,  which  is  the  reafon  that» 
dorinjo;  a. fevers  froil,  there  it  an 
incruifaition  formed  upon  the  in* 
fides  of  the  glafs  windows.  Thil 
feems  to  be  composed  of  con- 
densed breath,  perfpiration»  &c. 
as  a  number  of  people  live  and 
iieep  in  the  fame  fmall  room» 
cfpecially  in  great  cities.  Thif 
cxcrementitious  craft  is  farther 
impregnated  with  the  phlogiftoQ 
of  candles,  and  of  the  oven  wid| 
which  the  chamber  is  heated. 

When  a  thaw  fncceeds  a  hard 
ffoil  of  long  duration,  and  thii 
plate  of  ice  is  converted  into  water, 
thtre  is.  a  principle  fet  loofe, 
which  produces  all  the  terrible 
effe^U  upon  the  human  ia  body 
which  the  principle  emitted  from 
charcoal  is  fo  well  known  to  do  in 
this  country,  where  people  every 
day  fuffer  from  it.  However,  the 
Ruffians  conftantly  lay  the  blame 
upon  the  oven,  when  they  aro 
a^ded  by  the  thawing  of  the 
cruft,  as  the  efeds  are  perfe£Uy 
iimilar,  and  they  cannot  lying 
themfelves  to  believe,  that  the 
diflfolving  of  &>  fmall  a  portion  of 
ice  can  be  attended  with  any  bad 
confequence,  when  thev  daily  melt 
larger  mafies  without  aanger :  yet 
^he  oven  does  not  at  all  account 
for  the  complainu  brought  on  at 
this  period;  for,  upon  examine 
^tion^  they  generally  find  every 

thing 


when  ibe  b  ioieaed,  it'  may  be 
ofked,  why  does  not  this  happen 
ofteneri  in  anfwer  to  thb  we 
snay  fnppofe,  that  thb  b  npt  fi> 
•ready  a  way  as  when  the  child  b 
expoied  to  catch  it  after  the  birth, 
as  we  find  too  that  a  difiTerence 
can  be  piodnced  after  birth :  tnx. 
inocolatiott  is  a  much  readier  way 
of  catching  it  than  what  is  called 
the  natural  way.  it  may  likewife 
be  faid,  that  many  'women  who 
are  with  child,  and  hav^  the  fmall 
pox  during  pregnancy^  do  not 
recover;  therefore  both  mother 
and  child  die  before  the  difeafe 
can  have  rime  to  produce  erup- 
tions upon  the  child.  Finally,  in 
jnany  of  thofe  cafes,  where  the 
mother  recovers,  there  is  fome* 
times  produced  a  mifcarriage, 
which  alfo  hinders  the  infedion 
from  taking,  place  in  the  child. 
However,  many  women  go  througlr 
the  whole  difeafe,  and  the  child 
ihews  no  marks  of  the  (mall  pox. 

Thus  have  I  ftated  fads  relative 
to  the  prefent  fubjedt,  with  fome 
of  the  beft  authorities  on  both 
BdcB  of  the  queftion;  ^d  ihall 
now  leave  tlft  reader  to  form  hb 
own  judgments 


jV.  Gttthrie^s  Jcammt  of  the  Rm/i 
Jian  Afdf$m0r  ef  ^rsating  P erf 9ns 
affiled  hy  the  Fionts  of  burniHg 
Charcoal,  and  §tber  Sjfiwia  of 
the  f ante  Nature,  From  the  fame  • 

8t<  Peteiiburs,  Od.  is,  1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  SHALL  endeavour  to  recoi- 
led, according  to  your  defire, 
the  particulars  of  that  part  of  my 
former  l^ttpr  which  related  to  thi^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


t4«     Annual  R^GUTEit,  17M. 

tkin^  n^t  ^tre,  tnd  ftill  tfif 
s^df,  or  hurtfftil  vapour^  remmii* 
fng  ifi  eke  reom« 

As  the  effefts  of  both  are  fiflii- 
far,  as  I  have  fatd,  abeve,  and 
HkewKe  the  mode  of  reeoverf ,  I 
ihall  only  dye  voa  an  account  of 
the  operation  of  the  principle  emit- 
ted  vf  burntng  charcoal,  and  of 
the  method  of  bringing  thefe  peo^ 
pie  to  life  who  have  htcn  fiffe^mte^ 
Of  it  (as  I  thiflk  it  is  erroneonfly 
termed);  this  wilf  faperfede   the 


neceffity  of  wring  tbc  hiftory  of 
b0th>  or  ratner  if  will  be  giving 
both  at  the  fame  time. 

Ruffian  honies  are  heated  by  the 
neans  of  orens ;  and  the  manner 
irf*  heating  them  it  as  follows.  A 
anmber  of  bHIets  of  wood  are 
placed  in  the  peech  or  (k>ve,  and 
Allowed  to  boi-n  till  they  fall  in  a 
aiafs  of  bright  red  cinders ;  then 
the  vent  a£rre  is  fhut  up,  and 
iikewife  the  door  f^  the  peech 
which  opens  into  the  room,  in  or* 
der  to  concentrate  the  heat ;  this 
/inakes  the  tiles  of  which  the  peech 
is  compofed  at  hot  as  yon  defire, 
tnd^^fufficiently  warms  the  apart^ 
ment  /  but  fometimes  a  fervant  is 
fo  negKgent  fa  to  fiiat  np  the  peech 
or  Of  en  before  the  wood  is  rafli«> 
eientiv  bttrnt,  for  the  red  cindeM 
flioaid  be  tucned  over  from  time  to 
time  to  he  that  no  bit  of  wood  re^ 
inains  of  a  blackilh  colour,  but 
ihat  the  whole  mafs  is  of  a  nnifbrm 
Ijlftre  (as  if  ahneft  tranfparont)  be* 
$>re  the  optninrs  are  ihtit,  elfe  fhe 
^ar  or  vapour  Is  fore  to  focceed  to 
inifmanagement  of  this  fort,  and 
Its  efFeds  are  as  fplfows. 

If  a  perfon  lays  himielf  down 
to  fteep  m  the  room  expofed  t6 
the  rnAuence  of  this  vapour,  h^ 
falls  imo  fo  fduad  a  tfleep  that  it 
liB  difficult  to  awake  him,  but  h% 


Itieh  (or  is  ianfi^  t£)  noiluf. 
There  is  no  fpafat  exciiod  in  the 
jfacAgm  mrterim  or  iongs  to  ronfe 
bim,  nor  does  the  fai«athing,  by 
all  aocoantt,  loem  to  be  partico* 
Jariy  atfe6bod :  in  ihort,  there  it  00 
one  fymptom  of  foffbeation  i  but 
lowar<lt  the  end  of  the  eataftropbe, 
$  iort  of  groaning  it  heard  bf  peo* 
pie  in  the  nejct  roon»  which  brings 
thtm  fometinies  to  the  odief  of  the 
fulierer.'  If  a  perfon  onl^  fits  in 
the  room,  without  intention  to 
lleep,  be  is,  after  ^roe  time,  feiz- 
ad  with  a  drowzinefs  and  iocliaa* 
tion  to  vomit.  However,  this 
iaft  fymptom  feldom  aileds  a  Ruf- 
fian, it  is  chiefly  faoeigners  who 
art  awaked  to  their  dangers  by  a 
SMn^;  but  the  natives,  in  com« 
mon  with  Grangers,  perceive  a  dull 
pain  in  their  heads,  and  if  they  do 
not  remove  dtredly,  which  they 
lare  often  too  fleepy  to  do,  are  foon 
deprived  of  their  fenfes  and  power 
of  motion,  infomuch,  that  if  00 
perfon  fortunately  di^vert  tbem 
within  an  hour  after  this  worft 
ilage,  they  are  irrecoverably  loft ; 
for  the  Rufiians  fay,  that  they  do 
not  fttcceed  in  reftonog  to  life 
thofe  who  have  lain  a»ore  than  am 
hour  in  a  flate  of  infeniibility. 

The  recovery  is  always  attempt- 
ed, and  often  efle^ed,  in  this  ;nao- 
ner.  They  carry  the  patient  im- 
mediately o«t  of  doors,  and  lay 
him  upon  the  ibow,  with  nothing 
on  iiim  but  a  ihirt  and  linea  draw* 
crs.  His  fiomack  and  temples 
are  then  well  rubbed  with  fnow, 
and  cold  watar,  pr  milk  is  ponr^ 
down  his  throat.  This  friifttoa  is 
continued  with  frefii  fnow  until 
tile  Hvid  hne,  which  the  body  had 
when  brought  onr,  h  ckanged  to 
ks  natural  colour,  and  life  renew- 
ed j   theft  ibey  tfoie  the  violeiit 

bead« 
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iRead-ack  which  renuiinf  by  bfAch* 
ing  on  the  ibrehedd  a  catfliplaijii 
of  black  ryt  bv«ad,  and  vinegasr. 

In  this  ffianner  the  unfortunate 
maA  16  ptrft€t\j  reftored,  without 
blowing  Dp  the  lungs^  as  is  nece^ 
fMTj  in  the  cafe  of  drewnedper- 
iens  ;  on  the  eoncrary^  they  begin 
to  p]ay  of  thenfelves  h  foon  a»  the 
forchaitfe  of  phlogrftos  makes  its 
cicape  from  the  body. 

It  is  well  woithy  of  obfenration, 
how  diametrically  opposite  the 
modes  are  of  reftorinj^  to  life,  thofa 
who  are  deprived  of  it  by  water^ 
and  thofe  who  have  loft  ic  by  the 
foines  of  cbareoal :  the  one  c6nift- 
ingf  in  the  kiternak  and  external 
appHcaiqpn  of  heac,  and  the  other 
in  that  of  cold;  It  may  be  al- 
ledged,  that  the  ftimnlns  of  the 
cola  ^^aces  heat»  and  the  fa6k 
feems  to  he  confirined  by  the  Raf^ 
finn  method  of  refloring  circulation 
in  a  frooen  fimb  by  means  of  frie* 
tion  with  fnow.  But  whatisfingn- 
lar  in  the  cale  of  people  apparently 
deprived  of  Hie  in  the  manner 
treAted-of  is,  that  the  body  is  mnch 
warmer  adven  brooght  out  oF  the 
room  than  at  the  inftant  Kfe  is 
fcAored,  and  chat  they  awake  cold 
and  (hivering.  The  colour  of  the 
body  is  alfo  changed  from  a  livid 
red  to  its  natural  compteKionv 
which,  together  with  fome  other 
circunilaoce^,  would  almoft  lead 
one  to  fufpeft,  that  they  are  re- 
flored  IQ  life  by  ifhe  fnow  and  tohi 
water  fome  how  or  other  freeing 
lliem  from  the  load  of  phlogiflon 
with  which  the  fyllem  feems  to  be 
replete;  for  al chough  the  firil  ap- 
plication of  cold>  water  to  the  ha- 
man  body  produces  heat,  yet,  if 
often  repeated  in  a  very  cold  at- 
ttofphere,  it  then  cools  inftead  of 
eontinuiiigfA^-lieat^  j  nil  as  the  eold; 


bath  does  whcK  a  perfak  renaiii^ 
too  long  in  it. 

In  (Iwrt,.  I  think  it  is  altogether 
aeanoa»f«l9efi«»  whether  voutalt* 
into  confideration  the  moae  of  ad^^ 
taoa  of  the  pitfciple  emitted  byf 
horning  charcoal,,  and  onr  phlo*-( 
gifltcated  cruft;  or  the  operatto» 
of  tie  fnow  am)  eaid  water*  How* 
ever,  I  iiaJI  by  nooieaBe  tak» 
npon  me  to  daode,.  whether  the 
dangerous  fymptoma  related  abeva 
are  prod«xed  by  the  air  in  the 
room  being  fwfatoraied  with  phhK 
giAon  as  to  be  im«ble  to  take  ape' 
the  proper  qoansity  from  the  luoga^- 
which  occafions  at  fmrcharge  in  dir 
fyftem,  accordtag  to  your  theory^ 
or  whether  ib  fubcle  a  fluid  mvf 
ibmehow  find  its  way  into  the  eir«i 
Cftlation,  aod  thereby  arreft  thai 
viial  powers;  nor  iball  I  deter* 
mine  whether  the  livid  hue  of  tbcf 
body  when  brou^  out  is  changed 
into  a  paler  coloar  by  the  atmof^* 
phere  fbaseisow  or  other  a^orfciagf 
and  freeing  the  blood  from  tbtr 
ec^nrittg  principle^  as  you  havd 
fhewn  to  be  tbe  cafe  with  blood 
out  of  the  body:  thefe  ane  curioeo 
inquiriet  that  I  (hall  leave  to  yoo* 
invefiigation.  I  have  only  endea»« 
voured  to  coiled  ie£ls  from  a  nnm^ 
her  of  natives  who  have  met  widi 
this  siccident  themfeive^,  or  have 
affiled  in  reftoring  others  to  life* 
k  is  fo  common  a  cafe  hpre  that 
it  is  perfediy  familiar  to  them^ 
and  they  never  call  in  ibedical  a^ 
fiftance* 

I  am,  &c. 


From  Dr.  Duncan*/  Medhal  Com^ 
mentaries,  1780. 

THE  following  direaionsM 
preyenting  fatal  efleAi  frotar 

drinking 
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dlrinking  large:  <jtita{ities  of  fyu 
Tiu,  have  been  prifited  and  diftri- 
bated  at  Liirerpoo).  They  were 
drawn  up  by  Dr.  Houlfton  of  chac 
plac^,  in  coaieqnence  of  fome  me^ 
nncholy  accidents. happening  from 
this  caufe^  where  proper  affiltance, 
w^  not  fought  for.  As  fach  ac« 
cidenti  are  bat  too  common ,  it  h 
of  importance  that  the  moft  fuc- 
eeftfdl  pradice  in  thbfe  cafes  (honld 
be  generally  known. 

Many  perfons  are  deftroyed  fud- 
denly  by  dnnkijag  Jar^e  ^antitiesof 
Spirit.  Their  firft  effe^s  are  /r- 
mdant\  they  quicken  the  circu- 
lation,  and  occafion  much  blood 
to  be  thrown  upon  the  bead.  They 
afterwards  prove  fedati'ut ;  they 
bring  on  ftupor;  lofs  of  reafon, 
total  \  of  motion  and  fenfation,  al- 
moft  total*  Their  tfitSui  may  be 
partly  owing  to  their  entering,  in 
fome  degree,  into  the  circulation, 
but  depend  chiefly,  when  violent, 
9n  their  action  on  the  nerves  of  the 
ftomach.  In  confeqnence,  the 
brain  is  alFedied,  and  the  nervous 
influence  fufpended  if  not  deflroy^ 
ad.  All  the  parts  of  the  body 
therefore  partake  of  this  infenfibi- 
Ucy.  As  the  Ikin  in  fome  cafes 
may  be  burnt  even  without  feel- 
ing, fo  the  ftomach  and  inteftines 
may  be  itimulated  coafiderably 
withdut  any  efFed.  The  motion 
of  the  h«art  and  lungs  is  mQch  en- 
feebled and  interrupted,^  but  con- 
tinues irregularly  till  death  en- 
fues. 

To  refcue.the  peribn  from  fo 
dangerous  a  Jiate  is  extremely  dif- 
ficulc.  To  countera£t  thefe  efl^edts 
by  medicine  is  \^{%  likely,  both  as 
the  power  of  fw allowing  is  loH, 
and  as,  probably,  little  or  no  ab- 
lorptioa  then  takes  place.  But 
w«  ought  to  ende^voor,  \%  to  fua- 
6 


cuate  the  poifon ;  or  elie,  tfdly^  /• 
dUuti  it,  and  thereby  weaken  its 
a^ion.  With  a  view  to  the  firft, 
hrffi  iromitt  may.  be  given  ;  but, 
from  the  want  of  irritability  of  the 
ftomach,  tife/i  often  will  not  ad, 
unlefs  given  early,  when  they  are 
of  great  iervice  in  cafes  of  intoxi- 
cation. A  dock- porter,  who  died 
in  the  Liverpool  Infirmary  .from 
this  caufe,  Feb.  28,  1780,  got 
down  over  night,  nearly  1 2  grains 
of  emetic  tartar  diflblved,  yet  ic 
produced  little  or  aoeflM,  thoogk 
he  lived  till  ^he  next  day.  P^rgts 
are  alfo  proper,  bat  liable,  thougk 
in  a  lefs  degree,  to  the  feme  ob- 
jedions.  Sharp  ghfters  may  be  ad- 
'  miniflered  and  will  produce  Ibme 
evacuation,  but  their  openitiosi 
does  not  extend  far  enough.  Large 
glyfters^  of  water  only,  or  of  wa- 
ter in  which  purging  faki  are  xlir- 
folved,  thrown  up  with  fome  force 
by  a  fy  ringe,  might  be  of  more 
fervice. 

Oil  has  been  advifad  to  be  ^iv- 
en,  to  help  to  evacuate  the  fpirtt, 
or  to  weaken  its  a£kion.— — Bat 
when  the  inadivity  of  the  ftomach 
is  become  fo  great  and  the  danger 
fo  preffing,  there  feema  more  lea- 
fon  to  expe6i  fuccefs,  from  Uargtfy 
diluting  that  poifen,  which  we  in 
vain  attempt  to  evacuate*  When 
intoxication  has  been  produced  by 
drinking  flroog  liquors,  large  quan- 
tities of  water,  or  weak  liquid s» 
drank  are  fouod  to  leflen  it  very 
confiderably.  And  though  the 
power  of  fwallowing  be  loft,  yet 
by  means  of  a  pipe  (as  a  catheter) 
paflfed  beyond  the  glottis,  or  even 
down  into  the  flomach,  mtater 
migh{  be  poured  in,  in  fuch  quan- 
tity as  was  judged  fuffident  to  di- 
late and  carry  off  the  liquor  in  the 
ftomach.  To  the  wAtcr  might  be 
added^ 
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added,  with  advantai^e  probably, 
nnmegar,  or  any  kind  of  act//:  or 
pMrgatiwes  might  be  diifolved  in  it, 
to  facilitate  the  poifon*s  pafling  off 
by  the  inteftines.  A  pipe  of  chi« 
kind  too  would  aflford  the  bcft  me- 
thod of  introducing  fabftanccs  into 
the  ftomach  to  promote  vomiting. 

.  Putting  thie  body  into  a  twarm 
htitht  or  the  legs  and  feet  in  warm 
water,  will  be  of  ufe,  by  leflcn- 
ing  the  quantity  of  blood  accumu- 
lated in  the  head  and  in  the  larger 
veflels :  and  fome  of  the  water  may 
perhaps  be  abforbed.  With  a  view 
to  celieve  the  opprefBon,  bke^tng^ 
and  opening  the  umpural  artery  are 
advifeable.  If  the  pnlfe  is  found 
to  become  freer  and  fuller  on  lofing 
ibnie  blood,  more  may  be  taken 
away.  Bliftert  may  alfo  be  applied 
with  advantage. 

The  coldnefs  of  the  extremities, 
and^  the  evident  difiicalty  with 
which  the  drculation  is  kept  up, 
point  out  the  propriety  of  affillin? 
It  by  fwarmib  ana  fiidion  applied 
to  the  (kin  (as  in  recovering 
drowned  perfons.)  Mction,  to  pre- 
vent fleep,  may  probably  be  fer- 
viceable  in  fuch  cafes.  Great  care 
flioufd  be  taken  to  loofen  the  neck- 
band, garters,  and  every  kind  of 
bandage,  and  that  the  body  ihould 
lie  in  a  natural,  eafy,  poUure ;  on 
the  itde  is  perhaps  better  than  on 
the  belly,  though  that  has  been 
recbip mended,  that  the  ftomach 
might  the  eafier  difcharge  its  con- 
tents. Tiie  breathing  fiiould  not<, 
be  obftrufted  nor  the  neck  Ve  low, 
or  in  a  bent  pofition. 


Hints  fir  the  General  Imprcvemem  9/ 
Cdmmoni,  recommemirii  to  the  Com» 
JUeration  ofrvery  Per/on  e^ncermi 


«43^ 

'    in  them,  fy  the  Jnthof  ef  "  Hinte 
to  Gemkmen  of  Landed  Froperiy.** 

AMONG  the  number  of  re- 
fources  which  this  country  is 
fuppofed  to  have  in  ftore,  none  it 
perhaps  pregnant  with  more  bene- 
fit to  the  ftate,  and  to  individuals^ 
than  our  commons,  or  waile  land. 
Every  mai^  who  has  turned  hit 
thoughts  this  way,  perceives  the 
lofs  fuftaioed  in  the  negled  of  fo 
ftriking  an  objedl ;  but  the  bright*  . 
eft  jewel  cannot  give  luftre,  till  it 
be  poliihed ;  nor  can  thefe  rude 
trads  of  land  yield  their  due  profit 
to  feciety,  till  they  are  cultivated* 
Some  perfons,  from  mere  indolence 
and  inattention,  fome  through  ti* 
ffiidity,  and, others,  perhaps*  from 
a  commendable  perfuafion  that  the 
inclofin^  of  them  would  tend  to* 
the  prejudice  of  the  pooreft  clafa 
of  mankind,  continue  to  overlook 
the  advantage  they  might  acquire 
from  them  ;  and  thus  fociety  iofea 
the  advantages  it  ought  \o  derive 
from  this  fruitful  fource.  With 
refpeft  to  the  latter  objection,  ic 
is  indeed  more  than  fpecious; 
there  is,  it  muft  be  allowed,  fome* 
thing  invidious  in  the  very  idea  of 
wrefting  from  the  poor,  the  only 
inhrritance  they  have ;  in  which 
too  they  have  that  beft  of  Mtle-r 
Long  Pofteffion.  Therefore,  from 
equal  motives  of  humanity,  and 
found  policy,  their  property  and 
intereft  in  commons  ought  to  re- 
main inviolate;  and  the  more  fo, 
as  they  hold  it  by  a  tenure  t,hac 
does  not  admit  of  alienation. — Let 
commons  then  remain  in  their  pre- 
ient  ftate,  as  to  owners  and  pof* 
fefforsj  but  let  the  fenfe  of  this 
country  be  ihewn,  in  adopting 
ibme  method  for  their  improve^ 
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flWAt,  wbicli  will  b«f  ef  Infmife  ad- 
vantage to  the  nauoti  at  large. 

To  promote  (o  laudable  a  projeA 
theii»  it  wdre  fee  be  v^khed  that  a 
bill  ii»  parliament  mirht  be  pro* 
cored,  not  for  cbe  incloftng,  but, 
fir  tie  imprtvemmt  and  better  regu- 
l^i9te  of  all  the  c(fmtmnj  in  England  i 
wkich  is  the  more  eameftly  recom- 
mended to  iheatteation  of  the  (and- 
tik  int)ereft>  left  eke  neceffity-  ^  the 
times  fitoald  hereafter  happen  to 
jvftify  govemmeaty  in  ftriving  to 
grafp  at  an  iaAoence^  over  this  ob- 
je^b,  in  ar  manner  wbieh  may  be 
lc6  paktable,  aficd  yet  not  more 
beneficial  |o  the  public- — This 
bill  flkolBld  be  fi>  framed,  a«  to  en- 
force fbmething  like  the  following 
pra£fice  :«-^The  overfeera  of  the 
poor^  or  rather  {^mt  able  furveyor 
or  (hrveyors,  to  be  employed  for 
fihat  pkirpofe,  ihoaki  fipft  exadUy 
sfcertaia,  in  every  parifii,  where 
there  is  any  confiderable  trad  of 
oommoni  what  Aock  that  common 
will  fairly  fupport.— ^This  done,  if 
the  proportion  of  common  be  large 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  in*- 
l^abitants,  let  every  honfe,  from  the 
largeil  manfion  to  the  meaneft  cor- 
tige  that  is  inhabited,  have  an 
equal  right  of  keeping  otve  cow,  or 
KB  Aeep,  or  any  other  proper  ftock 
i^  the  like  proporrion.— After  this 
allotment,  ice  eveiy  eftate  have  ai 
i^ghc  to  ftock  the  furphiiage  in 
proportion  to  whilt  it  pays  to  the 
poor  rates.  L^t  tvety  cottager, 
and  every  proprietor  of  a»  eftate, 
hate  a  right  m)  ftoick  his  proportion, 
or  to  let  it  to  any  other  perfon  at 
his  option ;  but  Itt  no  perfon  pre- 
fame  to  overftock,  under  ftich  pe- 
nalty as  the  wifdom  of  the  legifla- 
Cfiiail  think  proper  to  inflid^. 
the  overieers  of  ths  poor  have 


a  power  tooblige  every  perioif  in- 
terefted  in  the  common,  to  labonr 
him  (elf,  or  to  fend  a  laboorer  fn 
his  fteady  four  days  in  the  year ; 
or  elfe  pay  fix  (hillings  in  mone/ 
for  every  cow,  or  proportional  ftock 
he  has  a  right  to  keep ;  provided 
he  be  not  called  upon  in  time  of 
ccwn  or  hay  harveft,'or  feed  fea- 
fons.  Let  the  money  given  in  liea 
of  labotir^  and  the  pertbnal  labour 
of  others,  be  erii ployed,  nnder  pro- 
per dire^on,  in  extirpaci»g  brakes, 
bu(hes,  funse,  fern,  amd  other 
rubbifh,  in  draining  wet  parts, 
levelling  and  filling  op  broken 
ground  and  rntts,  in  making  baulks 
to  confine  the  roads  to  narrower 
oompafs,  in  eredking  flbod-^ates, 
and  dope,  and  making  trenches, 
fbr  the  p«rpo(e  of  watering  and 
flooding  fuch  parts  as  admit  of  that 
moft  valnable  of  all  improvements  ; 
in  fiiort,  in  doing  ^^ittty  thing  to 
the  common,  which  a  good  hof- 
bandman  would  do  to  his  farm,  or 
a  gentleman  to  his  park* 

Where  the  commons  are  To  fmall 
as  not  to  adnrit  of  a  cow,,  or  the 
like  proportion  of  dock,  to  t'^try 
houfe,  thea  let  the  overfeers  of  the 
poor  have  a  power  to  let  them  to 
any  proper  tenant ;  and,  after  de- 
dudking  ooc  of  the  rent  what  may 
be  neceiTary  towards  tfa«r  yearly 
improvement,  diftribote  rke  re- 
mainder, among  fuch  tndoftrioas 
parifhioners  as  have^  nothing  to 
truft  to  but  theia  labour,  and  who 
j|re  nu  relirvtd  by  the  poor  rateau 
^  Much  improvement  may  un- 
doubtedly be  rande  upon  this  plan. 
-—But  it  is  to  be  preiumed  (hat  no 
pcr(bQ,  unlefs  he  be  blinded  by  pre- 
judice, can  make  any  objedion  to 
a  fcheme,  which  appears  to  be 
prodtt&ive  of  fo  much  advantage  } 

for 
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fer  the  good  efFea  of  fudi  an  ad 
in  u  ft  be  obvious  to  every  commoa 
mnderftanding.  A  great  manjr 
commonSy  ander  this  regulation, 
will  be  as  beneficial  to  fociety  at 
tbodgh  they  were  inclded :— ^they 
will,  in  th^  firfi  plac£,  fupport 
nearly  doable  the  ftock  they  now 
4o,  to  fay  nothine  about  mending 
the  breed,  which,  by  the  way, 
will  be  no  inconfid^rable  objeft;  - 
the  rot  in  iheep,  and  many  other 
diforders  in  cattle,  will  be  greatly 
diminidied,  as  they  have  frequent- 
ly  their  riie  from  unfound  com- 
mons:— the '  face  of  the  country 
will  be  very  much  iitiproved  j  for 
many  commons,  now  ofFenlive  to 
the  eye,  and  cbmfortlefs  to  the 
foot,  will  be  as  pleafaht,  as  fmooth^ 
and  firm  as  a  fine  lawn  or  pafk. 
-f»The  cotta^rs  can  advance  no 
juft  plea  agamft  this  projed;  for 
where  commons  are  large  they 
will   have  l^heir    full  proportion. 


and  where  they  afe  fmall,  they 
will  have  the  whole.  Owners  of 
eftatcs  cannot  object  to  it,  becaufe 
they  will,  in  the  former  caie,  have 
their  fuSt  fvoportion  ieonred  td 
them ;  and  in  the  lattery  the  Utfi« 
they  g|ive  up  will  be  fo  firong  aa 
incentive  to  induftryi  that  it  will 
ope^te  oltimately,  tkoi%h  ntk  im^ 
mediately,  in  their  favor; 

Thefe  pardcnlars  are  (aggefted 
froml  mere  motives  of  pnbUcipirit^ 
and  are  addrefied  to  eyeryman  ot 
landed  property,  fromatSll  per- 
fuafion,  that  fnch  a  fcheme  will 
greatly  tend  to  pritate  emdnment,' 
and  be  of  more  national  advantage 
than  mankind  are  in  general  aware 
of.  If  it  be  thought  tdo  exude  or 
futile,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  it 
will  at  leaft  lead  fome  abler  perfon; 
to  offer  a  plan  better  digefted,  and 
of  m9re  importance  in  its  opera* 
tion* 


Vol.  XXIIL 
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ANT  I  0  U  I  T  I  E  S. 


Of  tht  OMCtent  EngHfK  Stage.  Tr&m 
Snppkmintal  Ohfervations  to  $te.e- 
"tcnsV  EMtihn  $/  Shakfpcare,  hy 
Mr.  Malonc. 

TH  E  drama,  before  the  time 
of  Sbakfpearc,  was  fb  Hitle 
ctikivated,    or  fo  ill   uaderftood, 
that  it  19  utineeefl^ry  to  carry  our 
Tcfearcltes  higher  than   that    pe- 
riod.    Dryden  has  truly  obferved^ 
that  be  •*  found  not,  but  created 
firft  the  ftage  ;**  of  which  no  one 
can  doubty  who  confiders,  that  of 
all  the  plays  ifTued  from  the  prefs 
antecedent  to  the  year  1592,  when 
there  is  good  reafon  to  believe  he 
commenced  a  dramatick   writer, 
the  titles  are  fcarcely  known,  ex- 
cept to  antiquarians ;  nor  is  there 
one  of  them  that  will  bear  a  fe- 
cond    perufal.     Yet  thefe,    con- 
temptible and  few  as  they  are,  we 
may  fuppofe   to    have    been    the 
moft  popular  produflions  of  the 
time,  and  the  beil  that  had  been 


III  Whlte-frtars^  and  one  in  Sa^ 
lijbuyy  Court  \  and  {\x  that  were 
called  public  thdatres ;  vix*  the 
Globe,  the  Siuan^  the  Kofi^  and 
the  Hope^  on  the  Bank-fide;  the 
Red  Bull  at  the  upper  end  of  St, 
John's  ftreet,  and  the  Fcrtwu  in 
White-crofs  ftreet.  The  two  laft 
were  chiefly  frequentei  by  citi- 
zens. 

Moft,  if  not  all  of  Shakfpearc's 
plays  we're  performed  either  at  tht 
Ghle\  or  at  the  theatre  inBlaek-fri^ 
ars.  I  fliall  therefore  confine  my  en- 
quiries chiefly  to  thefc  two.  It  ap- 
pears that  they  both  belonged  to 
the  fame  company  of  comedianSp 
viz.  his  majefty's  fervants,  which 
title  they  affumed,  after  a  licence 
had  been  granted  tothem  by  King 
James  in  1603 ;  having  before  that 
time  been  called  the  fervants  of  the 
lord  chamberlain. 

The  theatre  in  Blaek-Jriars  was, 
as  has  been  mentioned,  a  private 
houfe;  but  what  were  the  peca- 


exhil^ited  before  the  appearance  of   liar  and  diftinguifliing  marks  of  a 


Shakfpeare. 

The  moft  ancient  £ngli(h  pTay- 
houfes  of  which  I  have  met  any 
accounts,  are  the  Curtain  in  Shore - 
ditch,  and  the  Theatre. 

In  the  time  of  our  author,  there 
were  no  lefs  than  ten  theatres 
open  ; '  four  private  hou(es,  viz. 
that  in  Black-friars^  the  Cockpit  or 
Fbarnix  in  Drury  Lane,  a  theatre 


private  play- houfe,  it  is  not  eafy 
to  afcertain.  We  know  only  that 
it  Was  very  fmall;  and  that  plays 
were  there  ofually  reprcfented  by 
candle-light. 

The  Globe,  which  was  fitaated 
on  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  river 
Thames,  was  an  hexagonal -build- 
ing, partly  open  to  the  weather^ 
partly  covered  with  reeds.  It  was 
a  public 
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a  public  theatre,  and  of  confider* 
able  iize;  and  there  they  always 
aded  by  day-light.  On  the  roof 
of  the  GUte,  and  the  other  public 
theatres,  a  pole  was  ereftcd,  to 
which  a  flag  was  aifixefJ.  Thefe 
flags  were  probably  difplayed  only 
during  the  houis  of  exhibition; 
and  it  (hould  feem  from  a  pafifage 
in  one  of  the  old  comedies,  that 
they  were  taken  down  during  Lent, 
in  which  feafon  no  plays  were  pre- 
fented. 

The  Globe^  though  hexagonal  at 
the  outfide,  was  probably  a  rotun- 
da within,  and  perhaps  had  its 
name  from  its  circular  form.  It 
might,  however,  have  been  deno- 
minated only  from  its  iign  ;  which 
was  a  figure  of  Hercules  fupport- 
ing  the  globe.  This  theatre  was 
burnt  down  in  1613;  but  it  was  re- 
built in  the  following  year,  and  de- 
corated with  more  ornament  than 
had  been  originally  beftowed  upon 
it. 

The  exhibitions  at  the  Globe 
feem  to  have  been  calculated 
chiefly  for  the  lower  clafs  of  peo- 
ple; thofc  at  Bldck'friars ,  for  a 
more  ieled  and  judicious  audience. 
This  appears  from  the  following 
prologue  to  Shirley's  Doubtful  Heir , 
which  is  inferted  among  his  poems, 
printed  in  16464  with  this  title : 

Prologue  Btthe  Gicbe,  to  his  co^^ 
medy  calkd  the  Doubtful  Heir, 
which  ihonld  have  been  pre(ented 
at  fhe  Black-fitars. 

**  Gentlemen,  I  am  only  fem  to  fay, 
Our  author  did  not  caicnlate  his  play 
For  tbis  meridian*     The  BtMk-fidey   he 

knows, 
Is  iujaix^  (kilful  at  the  ebbs  and  flows 


Of  water  than  of  wit ;  he  did  not  m^n 
For  the  elevation  of  your  poles,  this  foene* 
No  fliews-^no  dance— anid  what  you  moft 

delight  in. 
Crave  underflanders  *,  herc*8  no  target- 
fighting 
Upon  the  (lage ;  aU  woKc   for  cutlers 

barr'd ; 
No  bawdry,  nor  no  ballads;— >this  goes 

hard: 
But  language  clean,  and  what  aff^^s  you 

not. 
Without  impoffibllitiesthe  plot; 
No  clown,  no  ijquibs,  no  devil  ia*t.«*Ofl 

now. 
You  fquirrels  that  want  nuti,  what  will 

you  do  ? 
Pray  do  not  crack  the  benches,  and  we 

may 
Hereafter  fit  your  palates  with  a  play. 
But  you  that  can  contra  A  yourfelves,  and 

fit. 
As  you  were  now  in  the  BUck-frlan  pit. 
And  will  not  deaf  us  with  lewd  noifc  and 

tonnes, 
Becaufe  we  have  i^o  heart  to  break  our 

lungs. 
Will  pardon  our  'vaft  flage,  and  not  dif- 

grace 
This  play,  meant  for  your  perfons,  not 

the  place^** 

The  fuperior  difcernment  of  the 
Black' friars  audience  may  be  like*- 
wife  colleded  from  a  paflage  in  the 
preface  prefixed  by  Heminge  and 
Con  dell  to  the  £rll  folio  edition  of 
our  author's  works :  ''  and  chough 
you  be  a  magi  fir  ate  of  tuit,  and  fit 
on  the  ftage  at  Black  friars  or  the 
Cockpit,  to  arraigne  plays  dailie, 
know  thefe  plays  have  had  their 
tryal  already,  and  ftood  oat  all  ap- 
peales/* 

A  writer,  already  quoted,  in- 
forms us  that  one  of  thefe  thea- 
tres was  a  winter,  and  the  other  a 
fummer  houfe.  As  the  Globe  was 
partly  expofed  to  the  weather,  and 


*  The  common  people  ftood  in  the  Globe  theatre,  in  that  part  of  the  houfe 
which  we  nowcall-tne  pit;  which  being  lower  than  the  ftage,  Shirley  calls  them 
under  ftanders.  In  the  private  play-houles,  it  appears  from  the  fubfequent  lines', 
^re  were  feats  io  the  pit. 

L  z  they 
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they  z€ted  there  ufually  by  day- 
light, it  was  probably  the  fummer 
theatre.  The  exhibitions  here 
feem  to  have  been  more  frequent 
than  at  Blaek-frUnst  at  leaft  till 
the  year  1604  or  1 605,  when  the 
Bank  fide  appears  to  have  become 
lefs  falhionable,  and  lefs  frequent* 
cd  than  it  formerly  had  been. 

Many  of  our  ancient  dramatic 
pieces  were  performed  in  the  yards 
of  carriers*  inn,  in  which,  in  the 
beginning  of  Queen  Elizabeth's 
reien,  the  comedians,  who  then 
£rft  united  themfelves  in  compa* 
nies,  eredled  an  occafional  ftage  *• 
The  form  of  thefe  temporary  play- 
houfes  feems  to  be  preferved  in  our 
modern  theatre.  The  gallaries  are, 
in  both,  rarged  over  each  other 
on  three  fides  of  the  building. 
The  fmall  rooms  under  the  loweR 
of  thefe  galleries,  anfwer  to  our 
prefent  boxes ;  and  it  is  obfervable 
that  thefe  even  in  theatres  which 
were  built  in  a  fubfequent  period 
cxprefsly  for  dramatic  exhibitions, 
ilill  retained  their  old  name,  and 
are  frequently  called  rooms  by  our 
ancient  writers.  The  yard  bears 
a  fufBcient  refemblance  to  the  pit, 
as  at  prefent  in  ufe.   We  may  fup* 


pofe  the  ftage  to  have  been  railed 
m  this  area,  on  the  fourth  fide, 
with  its  back  to  the  gateway  of 
the  inn,  at  which  the  money  for 
ad  million  was  taken.  Thus,  in 
fine  weather,  a  play-honfe  not 
incommodious  might  have  been 
formed. 

Hence,  in  the  middle  of  tbt 
Globe,  and  I  fuppofe  of  the  other 
puhlic  theatres,  in  the  time  of 
Shakfpeare,  there  was  an  open 
yard  or  area,  where  the  common 
people  ilocd  to  fee  the  exhibition  ; 
from  which  circumftance  they  are 
called  by  our  author  groundlings, 
and  by  Ben  Jonfon,  "  the  under^ 
ftanding  gentlemenof  tht  ground. " 

In  the  ancient  play-houfes  there 
appears  to  have  been  a  private 
box;  of  which  it  is  not  eafy  to 
afcertain  the  fituation.  It  feems 
to  have  been  placed  at  the  fide  of 
the  ftage,  towards  the  rear,  and  to 
have  been  at  a  lower  price  ;  in  this 
fome  people  fat,  either  from  oeco* 
nomy  or  fineularity.  The  galle- 
ries or  /caffilds,  as  they  are  iome- 
times  called,  and  that  part  of  the 
houfe,  which  in  private  theatres 
was  named  the  pit  f,  feem  to  have 
been  at  the  fame  price  ;  and  pro- 
bably 


^  Pleckno,  in  his  Short  Difiourfi  of  tbt  EngUJb  Stage^  poblifiied  n  X664, 
fays,  fome  remains  of  thefe  ancient  threatres  were  at  that  day  to  be  feen  in  the 
inn-yards  of  the  Crofi-keys  in  Grace-church  Street,  and  tho  Bull  is  fiiihopfgate 
Street. 

In  the  feventeen  play-houfes  erected  between  the  years  1570  and  1629,  ^ 
continuator  of  Stowe's  Chromck  reckons  <<  five  snnes  or  common  ofieryts  turned 
into  play-houfes/' 

f  The  pir,  Dr.  Percy  fuppofes  to  have  received  its  name  from  one  of  the 
play-houfes  having  been  forinerly  a  cock'fit.  This  account  of  the  tenn,  how- 
ever, feems  t<|  he  ibnfcwhat  qucltionable.  The  place  where  the  feats  are-ranged 
in  St.  Mafy's  at  CambridgCi  is  ftil!  called  the /if  {  and  no  one  can  fufped  that 
venerable  fabric  of  having  ever  been  a  cock-fiu  or  that  the  phrale  was  borrow- 
fd  from  a  play-houfe  to  be  applied  to  a  church.  Kpit  is  a  place  k>w  ia  its  re- 
lative lituanon,  and  fucb  is  the  middle  part  ef  a  theatre. 
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bablv  in  houfes  ofjepotation,  foch 
as  tie  Gloie,  and  that  in  BiacJt- 
/riars,  the  price  of  admiflion  inro 
rhofe  parts  of  the  theatre  was  fix- 
pence,  while  in  fome  meaner  plav- 
Aoafes  it  was  only  a  penny»  m 
others  two- pence.  The  price  of 
admiflion  into  the  bekft  rooms  or 
boxes^  was,  I  believe,  in  our  au- 
thor's time,  aihiliing;  though  af- 
terwards it  appears  to  have  rifen 
to  two  (hillings  and  half  a  crown. 

From  feveral  paiTages  in  our  old 
plays  we  learn,  that  fpedators  were 
adntitted  on  the  ftage,  and  that 
the  critics  and  ^its  of  the  time 
ufually  fat  there.  Some  were 
placed  on  the  ground* ;  others  fat 
on  ftools,  of  which  the  price  was 
either  iixpence  or  a  fbilling,  ac- 
cording, I  fuppofe,  to  the  com- 
modioufnefs  of  the  fituation.  And 
they  were  attended  by  pages,  who 
furnifhed  them  with'  pipes  and  to- 
bacco, which  was  fmoked  her^  as 
well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  houfe. 
Yet  it  fhould  ieem  that  perfons 
were  fuffered  to  fit  on  the  ilage 
only  in  the  private  play- houfes, 
(fuch  as  Black-friarsy  &c.)  where 
the  audience  was  more  fele^,  and 
of  a  higher  clafs ;  and  that  in  tffi 
Globe  and  the  other  public  thea- 


tres, no  fuch  licence  was  permit- 
ted. 

The  ftage  was  ftrewed  with 
rufhes,which, we  learn  from  Hentx- 
ner  and  Caius  de-Ephemera,  was 
in  the  time  of  Shakfpeare,  the 
ofual  covering  of  floors  in  Eng- 
land. The  curtain  which  hangs 
in  the  front  of  the  prefent  ftage, 
drawn  up  by  lines  and  pullies, 
though  not  a  modern  invention, 
(for  it  was  ufed  by  Inigo  Jones  in 
the  mafques  at  court)  was  yet  an 
apparatus  to  which  the  fimple  me- 
chanifm  of  our  ancient  theatres  had 
cot  arrived;  for  in  them  the  cur- 
tains opened  in  the  middle,  and 
were  drawn  backwards  and  for- 
wards on  an  iron  rod.  In  ibme 
play-houfes  they  were  woollen,  in 
others,  made  of  iilk.  Towards 
the  rear  of  the  ftage  there  appears 
to  have  been  a  balcony,  the  plat- 
form of  which  was  probably  eight 
or  ten  feet  from  the  ground.  I  fup- 
pofe it  to  have  been  fupported  by 
pillars.  Prom  hence  in  many  of 
our  old  plays,  part  of  the  dialogue 
was  fpoken ;  and  in  the  front  of 
this.balcony,  curuins  likewife  were 
/hung. 

A  doubt  has  been  entertained, 
whether  in  our   ancient   theatres 


6hakfpeare  himfelf  ufes  cock-pit  tocxprcfs  a  frnall  confined  iituatlon,  without 
any  particular  references 

«  Can  this  cock-pit  h*]d 
"  The  vafty  fields  of  France— or  may  we  cram, 
**  Within  this  wooden  O,  the  very  cafques 
^*  That  did  affright  the  air. at  Agincoitrt/^ 
*  '<  Being  on  your  feet,  Intake  not  away  like  a  coward,  but  falute  all  your 
gentle  acquaintance  that  are  fprtad  tiihtr  on  the  r^/besy  or  on  (tooles  about  you^ 
aiKl  draw  what  troops  you  can  from  the  ftage  after  you—-"    Decker's  Gul^s 
Hor^'hook,  s6p9.     This  accounts  for  HaniUt*c  fitting  on  the  ground  at  Ophe- 
lia's feet,  during  the  reprtCentation  of  the  play  before  the  king  and  court  of  Den- 
mark..    Our  author  has  only  placed  the  young  prince  in  the  fame  fituation  in 
which  he  perhaps  often  faw  £uex  or  Southampton  at  the  feet  of  fome  celebrated 
beauty^     Wha;  fo/ne  chpfe  from  oefonoynyi  gallanuy  might  have  recommendr 
fld  tp  others. 

I*  1  there 
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there  were  fide  and  other  fcenet. 
The  queftion  is    involved  in   fo 
much  obfcttrity,   that  it  is  very 
difficult  to  form. any  decided  opi- 
nion upon  it.     It  is  certain,  tba^ 
in  the  year  i6og,  Inigo  Jones  ex* 
bibited  an  enteruinment  at  Ox- 
ford,   in  which  moveable  fcenes 
were  ufed^^  but  h^  appears  to  have 
introduced  feverd  pieces  of  ma- 
chinery in  the  mafques  at  courts 
with  which  undoubtedly  the  pub- 
lic theatres    were   unacquainted. 
A   paiTage  which  has  been  pro* 
duced  from  one  of  the  old  come- 
dies, proves,  it  muft   be  owned^ 
that    even   thefe    were  fumifhed 
ivith  fome  pieces  of  machinery, 
which   were    ufed    when    it   was 
requifitiK  to  exhibit  the  defccnt  of 
ibme  god  or  faint ;   but  from  all 
the  cotempprary  accounts,  I  am 
inclined  to  believe,  that  the  me- 
chanifm  of  our  ancient  i^age  feU 
dom  went  beyond  a  painted  chair, 
qr  a  trap-door,  and  that  few,  if 
any  of  tnem,  had  any  moveable 
fcencs.     When  king  Henry  VIII. 
is  to  be  difcovered  by  the  dukes 
of  Suffolk  and  Norfolk,  reading 
in  his  fludy,  the  fcenical  diredlion 
in  the   firft   folio,    1695,   (which 
was     printed    apparently     from 
play-houfe    copies)    is,     "   The 
fiftg  draws    the  curtaitgf,    [i.    e*. 
draws   it   open]   and  fits  nadin^ 
fenfi*vely\   for,    befides   the  prin- 


cipal curtains  that  hung  in  dio 
front  of  the  flage,  they  ufed  others 
as  fa bftitutes  for  fcenes.  If  a 
bed-chamber  is  to  be  exhibited, 
Qo  change  of  fcene  is  mentioned  ; 
but  the  property-man  is  fimply 
ordered  to  thrujt  forth  a  bed. 
When  the  fable  requires  the  Ro- 
man capitol  to  be  exhibited,  we 
find  two  officers  enter,  **  to  lay 
cufhians,  as  it  <weri  in  the  ca- 
pitol." So,  in  King  Richard  II. 
a6t  iy.  fc.  i.  '*  Bolingbroke,  &c. 
enter  as  to  the  parliament*" 
Again,  in  Sir  John  Oldcaftle^ 
160Q :  **  Enter  Cambridge, 
Scroop,  and  Gray,  as  in  a  chains 
ber."  In  Romeo  and  Juliet^  I 
doubt  much  whether  any  exhi- 
bition of  Juliet's  monument  was 
given  on  the  ftage.  I  imagine 
Romeo  only  opened  with  his  mat- 
tock one  of  the  ilage  trap-doors, 
(which  might  have  reprefented  a 
torob-flone)  by  which  he  defcended 
to  a  vault  beneath  the  flage,  where 
Juliet  was  depofited ;  and  this 
idea  is  countenanced  by  a  paAage 
in  the  play,  and  by  the  poem  oa 
which  the  drama  was  founded. 

How  little  the  imaginations  of 
the  audience  were  af&fled  by  fceni^ 
cal  deception,  and  how  much  ne- 
ceffity  our  author  had  to  ca]l  on 
them  to  '*  piece  out  imperfections 
with  their  thoughts,"  may  be  alfo 
colledled  from  Sir  Philip  Sidney, 


•  Sec  Peck's  JAemoirs  of  Milton,  p.  «8«  j  "  The  above  mentioned  art  of 
varying  the  face  of  the  whole  flage  was  a  new  thing,  and  never  feen  in  England 
till  Auguft  1^05,  at  what  time,  king  James  I.  being  to  be  entertained  at  Oz<v 
fopd,  the  heads  of  that  Univerfity  hired  the  aforefaid  Inigo  Jones  (a  great  tra- 
veller) who  undertook  to  farther  them  much,  and  to  furnifh  th^m  with  rare 
devices  for  the  Ring's  entertainment.  Accordingly  he  erefted  a  flag^  clofc  to 
the  upper  end  of  the  hall,  (as  it  feemed  at  the  iirft  fight)  at  Ctfi  ilUchurch  j 
but  it  was  indeed  hut  a  falfe  wall,  fair  painted  and  adorned  with  ftaiely  pillars, 
which  pillars  would  turn  about.  By  reafon  whereof^  with  other  fainted  clothes^ 
^ML  Wedneiday  Aue.  «$.  he  varied  thpir  ftage  thr^  ti^es  ip  th?  ailing  of  one 
tiagedy," 
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vfho,  defcriblng  thp  ftate  of  the 
drama  and  the  Hage,  in  his  time> 
fays,  *' Now  you  (hall  fee  three 
ladies  walk  to  gather  flowers »  and 
then  we  mail  believe  the  ftage  to 
be  a  garden.  By  and  by  we  heare 
news  of  a  (hipwracke  in  the  fame 
place ;  then  we  are  to  blame  if  we 
^cept  it  not  for  a  rock.  Upon 
the  back  of  that,  comes  out  a  hir 
deous  monfler  with  fire  and  fmoke; 
then  the  miferable  beholders  are 
bound  to  take  it  for  a  cave ;  while 
in  the  mean  time  two  armies  fly 
in,  reprefcnted  with  four  fwords 
and  bucklers,  and  then  what  hard 
heart  will  not  receive  it  for  a 
pitched  field/; 

.  All  thefe  circumftances  induce 
me  to  believe  that  our  ancient 
theatres,  in  general,  were  only 
furnifhed  with  curtains,  and  a 
Angle  fcene  compofed  of  tapeftry, 
which  appears  to  have  been  fomc- 
times  ornamented  with  pidures: 
and  £bme  paffages  in  our  old 
dramas  incline  one  to  think,  that 
when  tragedies  were  performed, 
the  flage  was  hung  with  black. 

In  the  early  part,  at  leaft,  of 
our  author's  acquaintance  with  the 
theatre,  the  want  of  fcenery  feems 
to  have  been  fupplied  by  the  iim- 
pie  expedient  of  writing  the  names 
of  the  difl^erent  places  where  the 
fcene  was  laid  in  the  pvogrefs  of 
the  play,  which  were  difpofed  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  vifible  to 
the  audience. 

Though  the  apparatus  for  thea- 
tric exhibitions  was  thus  fcanty, 
and  the  machinery  of  the  fimplcil 
kind,  th%  invention  of  trap-doors 
appears  not  to  be  modern ;  for  in 
an  old  morality,  entitled.  Ail  for 
Moncy^  we  £nd  a  marginal  di- 
redion,  which  implies  that  they 
were  early  in  ufe« 


It  appears  from  tiey wood's  Afo^ 
logy  for  AdorSf  that  the  covering,, 
or  internal  roof  of  the  ftage,  was 
anciently  termed  tha  heavens.  It 
was  probably  painted  of  a  (ky- 
blue  colour ;  or  perhaps  pieces  of 
drapery  tinged  with  blue  were 
fufpended  a^rofs  the  flagd,  to  re* 
prefent  the  heavens. 

From  a  plate  prefixed  to  Kirk- 
man's  Drolh,  printed  in  1672,  in 
which  there  is  a  view  of  a  thea^ 
trical  booth,  it  ibould  ^eem  that 
the  ftage  was  formerly  lighted  by 
two  large  branches,  of  a  form 
fimilar  to  thofe  now  hung  in 
churches.  They  beings  I  fup* 
pofe,  found  incommodious,  as 
they  obftruded  the  fight  of  the 
fpedators,  ^ave  place  in  a  fub- 
fequent  period  to  fmall  circular 
wooden  frames,  furniflied  with 
candles,  eight  of  which  were  hung 
on  the  ftage,  four  at  either  fide« 
and  thefe  within  a  few  years  were 
wholly  removed  by  Mr.  Garrick, 
who,  on  his  return  from  France, 
firft  introduced  the  prefent  com- 
modious method  of  illuminating 
the  ftage  by  lights  not  vifible  to 
the  audience. 

If  all  the  players  whofe  names 
arc  enumerated  in  the  firft  folio 
edition  of  our  author's  works, 
belonged  to  the  fame  theatre,  they ' 
compofed  a  numerous  company; 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  all 
performed  at  Che  {^me  period,  or 
m  the  fame  houfe.  Many  of  the 
companies  certainly  were  fo  thin, 
that  one  perfon  played  two  or 
three  parts ;  and  a  battle  on 
which  the  fate  of  an  empire  was 
fuppofed  to  depend,  was  decided 
by  half  a  dozen  combatants.  It 
appears  to  have  been  a  common 
pradice  in  their  mock  engage<»^ 
ments,  to  difcharge  fmall  pieces 
of  ordnance  on  the  ftage. 

L  4  Befof 
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Before  the  exhibition  began^ 
^hree  flouriihes  or  pieces  of  muii.c 
inhere  played,  or,  in  the  ancient 
language,  there  were  three  found- 
ings. Mufic  wa9  likewife  played 
l>etweeh  the  adts.  The  inftruments 
chiefly  ufed  were  trumpets,  cor- 
nets, and  hautboys.  The  band, 
which  did  not  coniift  of  more  than 
£ve  or  iix  performers,  fat  (as  I 
^ave  been  told  by  a  verv  ancient 
^ge  veteran^'  who  had  his  in- 
formation ^m  Bowman,  the  con- 
temporary of  Betterton)  in  an 
upper  balcony,  over  what  is  now 
called  the  ilage-box. 

The  perfon  who  fpoke  the  pro- 
logue, was  uihered  in  by  trumpets, 
and  ufually  wore  a  long  black 
velvet  cloak,  which,  I  fuppofe, 
was  conddered  as  beft  fuited  to  a 
fupplicatory  *  addrefs.  Of  this 
cuftom,  whateyer  might  have  been 
its  origin;,  Tome  traces  remained 
till  very  lately ;  a  black  coat  hav- 
ing been,  if  I  miflake  not,  within 
thefe  few  years,  the'conftant  ftage- 
habiliment  of  our  modern  pro- 
logue^fpeakers.  The  drefs  of  the 
^ncient  prologue- fpeaker  is  ftill 
retained  in  the  play  that  is  ex- 
hibited in  Hamlet^  before  the  king 
and  court  of  Denmark. 

An  epilogue  does  not  appear  to 
)iave  been  a  regular  appendage  to 
a  play  in  Shakfpeare's  time ;  for 
many  of  his  dramas  had  none; 
at  Ifsaft,  they  have  not  been-  pre- 
ferved.  In  JWj  Well  that  Endt 
Well,  the  Midfummer  Wight's 
Dreamy  As  you  like  it,  Troilus 
and  CreJJiday  and  The  Tempeft, 
the  epilogue  is  fj^ken  by  one  of 
the  perfons  of  the  drama,  and 
adapted  to  tl^e  chara^er  of  the 
fpeaker;  a  circumflance  that  I 
have  not  obierved  in  the  epilogues 
^f  any  other  author  of  that  age. 


The  epilogue  was  not  alwaj^ 
fpoken  by  one  of  the  performers 
in  the  piece,  for  that  fnbjoined  to 
The  Second  Fart  of  King  Hmrj  IV. 
appears  to  have  been  delivered  by 
a  dancer. 

The  perforiners  of  male  cha- 
ra£iers  generally  wore  periwigs, 
which  in  the  age  of  Shakfpeare 
were  not  in  common  ufe.  Ic 
appears  from  a  paiTage  in  Putten- 
ham's  ^r/  of  Englijb  Poefy,  1589, 
that  vizards  were  on  fome  occa- 
iions  ufed  by  the  aflors  of  thofe 
days  ;  and  it  may  be  inferred  from 
a  fcene  in  one  of  our  author *s  co- 
medies, that  they  were  fometimes 
worn  in  his  time,  by  thofe  who 
performed  female  chara6lers.  But 
this,  I  imagine,  was  vtry  rare. 
Some  of  the  female  part  of  the 
audience  likewife  appeared  in 
maiks. 

The  ftage-drefles,  it  is  reafbn* 
able  to  fuppofc,  were  much  more 
coitly  at  forae  theatres  than  others. 
Yet  the  wardrobe  of  even  the 
king's  fenr^nts  at  the  Globe  and 
Black-friars,  was,  we  find,  but 
fcantily  furniihed  ;  and  our  au- 
thor's dramas  derived  very  little  aid 
from  the  fplendor  of  exhibition. 

It  is  well  known,  th^t  in  iht 
time  of  Shakfpeare,  and  for 
many  years  afterwards,  female 
characters  wpre  reprefcntcd  by 
boys  or  young  men.  Sir  William 
D'Avenant,  in  imitation  of  the 
foreign  theatres,  firft  introduced 
females  in  the  fcene,  and  Mrs. 
Betterton  is  faid  to  have  been  the 
firft  woman  that  appeared  on  the 
Englifh  ftage.  Andrew  Penny, 
cuicke  played  the  part  ofMaHlda, 
in  a  tragedy  of  Davenport's,  in 
1655  ;  and  Mr.  Kynafton  a£led 
feveral  female  parts  after  the  Re^ 
fioration,    Downes,    a  cotempo- 
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vary  of  )ils«  aiTares  tts»  ^  that 
being  then  very  young*  he  made 
SL  complete  ftage  beauty,  perform* 
in^  hxs  parts  fo  well,  (particularly 
jSrthicpt  and  Aglaura)  that  it  has 
/ince  been  difpu cable  among  the 
judicious,  whether  any  woman 
tKat  fucceeded  him,  touched  the 
audience  {o  feniibly  as  he." 

Both  the  prompter,  or  book* 
holder,  as  he  was  fometimes  called, 
and  the  property-man,  appear  to 
have  been  regular  appendages  of 
our  ancient  theatres. 

No  writer  that  I  have  met  vritb, 
intimates  that,  in  the  time  of 
Shakfpeare,  it  was  cuftomary  to 
exhibit  more  than  a  fingie  dramatic 
piece  on  one  day. 
'  The  Torkjhirt  Tragedy  y  or  AlPs 
cne,  indeed,  appears  to  luve  been 
one  of  four  pieces  that  were  re- 
prefented  gn  the  fame  day ;  and 
Fletcher  hae  alfo  a  piece  called 
Four  Flay*  in  One ;  bat  probably, 
thefe  were  either  exhibited  on 
fome  particular  occafion,  or  were 
inelFccfual  efforts  tp  introduce  a 
new  fpecies  of  amijfement ;  for 
we  do  not  find  any  other  iailances 
of  the  fame  kind.  Had  any 
/borter  pieces  been  exhibited  after 
the  principal  performance,  fame 
of  them  probably  would  have  been 
printed :  but  there  are  none  extant 
of  an  earlier  dace  than  the  time  of 
the  Reftoration.  The  pradice 
therefore  of  exhibiting  two  dramas 
fucceifively  in  the  fame  evening, 
we  may  be  aifured,  was  not  eilab- 
lifbecl  before  that  period.  Bat 
though  the  audiences  in  the  time 
of  our  author,  were  not  gratified 
by  the  reprefcntation  of  more  than 
one  dranaa  in  the  fame  day,  the 
entertainment  was  diverfified,  and 
the  populace  diverted,  by  vaulting, 
tumbling,  flight  of  hand,  and  mor- 
f is'^lancing :  a  mixture  not  much 


more  heter^eneous  than  that 
with  which  we  are  daily  pvefented, 
a  tragedy  and  a  faree. 

The  anufements  of  onr  an« 
ceftors,  before  the  commencement 
of  the  play,  were  of  various  kinds. 
While  fome  part  of  the  audience 
enteruined  themfelves  with  read^ 
ing,  or  playing  at  cards,  othen 
were  employed  in  lefs  refined  oc- 
cupations; in  drix^king  ale,  or 
fmoaking  tobacco :  with  thefe  they 
werefumifhed  by  male  attendants, 
of  whofe  clamour,  a  fatirical  writer 
of  the  time  of  James  I.  loudly 
complains* 

\i  was  a  ^mmon  pra&ice  to 
carry  lable-books  to  the  theatre, 
and  either  from  curiofity,  or  en- 
mity to  the  author,  or  fome  other 
motive,  to  write  down  paiFages  of 
the  play  that  was  reprefented  : 
and  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  imperfect  and  mutilated  copies 
of  fome  of  Shakfpeare's  dramas, 
which  are  yet  extant,  were  taken 
down  in  ihort-hand  during  the 
exhibitioi). 

At  the  end  of  the  piece,  the 
ad^ors,  in  noblemens'  houfes  and 
in  taverns,  where  plays  were  fre- 
quently performed,  prayed  for  the 
health  and  profperity  of  their  pa- 
trons ;  and  in  the  public  theatres, 
for  the  king  and  queen.  This 
prayer  fometimes  made  part  of  the 
epilogue.  Hence,  probably,  as 
Mr.  Steevens  has  obferved,  the 
addition  of  Vvvant  rex  et  regina, 
to  the  modern  play-bills. 

Plays  in  the  time  of  our  ^uihor, 
began  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afrcr- 
noon ;  and  the  exhibition  was 
ufually  fi nifhed  in  two  hours.* 
Even  in  1667,  they  commenced  at 
three  o'clock. 

When  Goflbn  wrote  his  School 
of  Ahufe  in  1579,  it  {^^m%  that 
dramatic  entertainments  were  ufu- 
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ally  exhibited  on  Suadavs*  After-  houfe ;  a  circumilance  that  woald 
wards  they  were  performed  on  fcarcely  defefve  confideration^  if 
that  and  other  days  indifcrimU  it  were  not  in  fome  fort  connefbed 
nately.  Frc«n  the  filence  of  with  our  author's  hiftory,  a  plan- 
Frynne  on  this  fnb|e£t,  it  has  iible  ftory  having  been  bailt  on 
been  foppofed  that  the  practice  of  this  fonndatidn,  relative  to  hia 
exhibiting  plays  on  the  Lord's  firft  intrododion  to  the  ftage. 
day  was  difcontinued  when  he  The  modes  of  conveyance  to  the 
pQbii{hedhisHi^mM^j>,ini633;  theatre,  anciently^  as  at  prefent, 
oat  I  donbt  whether  this  iconjedlare  feem  to  have  been  various  ;  fomc 
be  well  founded,  for  it  appears  going  in  coaches,  others  on  horfe- 
from  a  cotemporary  writer,  that  back,  and  many  by  water.  To 
it  had  not  been  abolifhed  in  the  the  Gkbe  play-houfe  the  company 
thirdyear  of  king  Charles  I.  probably  were  conveyed  by  wa- 
le has  been  a  queftion  whether  ter ;  to  that  in  Blaci-friars,  the 
it  was  formerly  a  common  praAice  gentry  went  either  in  coaches  •, 
to  ride  on  horfebaek  to  the  play-  or  on  horfe-back ;  and  the  com- 

•  See  a  letter  from  Mr.  Garrard  to  Lord  Strafford,  dated  Jan.  9,  1633-4.; 
6trafford*s  Letters,  vol.  I.  p.  175  :  "  Here  hath  been  an  order  of  the  lords  of 
the  council  hung  up  in  a  table  near  Faults  and  the  Black-friarj,  to  command 
aH  thatrefort  to  the  play-houfe  there,  to  fend  away  ihcW  coacbes,  and  to  dif- 
perfe  abroad  in  Paul's-churcb-yard,  Carter-lane,  the  Conduit  in  TUtt-fireet,  and 
other  places,  and  not  to  return  to  fetch  their  company,  but  they  muft  trot  a- foot 
to  find  their  coaches «— ^twas  kept  very  ftri6lly  for  two  or  three  weeks,  but  now 
I  think  it  is  dilbrdered  again."— It  fliould  iiowever  be  remembered  that  this 
was  written  above  forty  years  after  Shakfpeare^s  firft  acquaintance  with  the 
theatre.  Coaches,  in  the  time  of  queen  Elirabcth,  were  pofleffed  but  by  very 
few.  They  were  not  in  ordinary  ufe  till  after  the  year  1605.  See  Siowe's 
Asinals,  p.  867.  Even  when  the  above  mentioned  order  was  made,  there  were 
po i^aribr^  coaches.  Thefe,  as  appeai^s  from  another  letter  in  the  fame  col- 
lection, were  eftabiiflied  a  few  months  afterwards.—"  I  cannot  (Ays  Mr. 
Garrard)  omit  to  mention  any  new  thing  that  comes  up  amongft  us,  though 
never  fo  trivial.  Here  is  one  captain  Baily,  he  hath  been  a  fea-captain,  but 
DOW  lives  on  the  land,  atiout  this  city,  where  he  tries  experiments.  He  hath 
cre£led  according  to  his  ability,  fome  y^i^r  backney  coacles,  put  his  men  in 
livery,  and  appointed  them  to  (land  at  the  May-pole  in  the  Strand,  giving  them 
inftruftions  at  what,  rates  to  carry  men  into  fevtral  parts  of  the  town,  where  all 
day  they  may  b«  had.  Other  hackney-men  feeing  this  way,  they  flocked  to 
the  fame  place,  and  perfohn  their  journies  at  the  fame  rate.  So  t)iat  fome- 
times  there  is  twenty  of  them  together,  which  difperfe  up  and  down,  that  they 
and  others  a^e  to  be  had  every  where,  as  water^men  are  to  be  had  by  the  water- 
fide.  .Every  body  is  much  pleafed  with  it.  For  whereas,  before,  coaches 
could  not  be  had  but  at  great  rates,  now  a  man  may  have  one  much  cheaper.** 
This  letter  is  dated  April  i,  1634. — StrafFord^s  Letters,  vol.  I.  p.  »*7. 

A  few  months  afterwards,  hackney-chairs  were  introduced  :  **  Here  is  alfo 
another  projeft  for  carrying  people  up  and  down  in  ckfe  chairs,  for  the  folc 
doing  whereof,  Sir  Sander  Buncombe,  a  traveller,  now  a  penfioner,  haih  ob- 
tained a  patent  from  the  king,  ^nd  hath  forty  or  fifty  makmg  ready  for  ufe.** 
Ibid.  p.  336. 
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mon  people  on  foot.  In  an  epis 
gram  by .  Sir  John  Davis,  the 
practice  of  riding  to  the  theatre  is 
ridiculed  as  a  pece  of  aiFeftation 
or  vanity ;  and  therefore  we  may 
prefame  it  was  not  very  general. 

Though  from  the  want  of  news* 
papers  and  other  periodical  pub- 
lications, intelligence  was  not  fo 
fpeedily  circulated  in  former  times 
as  at  prefent,  our  ancient  theatres 
do  not  appear  to  have  laboured 
under  any  difadvantage  in  this  re- 
fpedl ;  for  the  players  printed  and 
expofed  accounts  of  the  pieces  that 
they  intended  to  exhibit,  which, 
however,  did  not  contain  a  com- 
plete llfl  of  the  characters,  or  the 
names  of  the  adtor^  by  whom  they 
were  reprefented*. 

The  long  and  \){])imfical  titles 
that  are  prefixed,  t6  the  quarto 
copies  of  our  author's  plays,  I- 
fuppoie  to  have  been  tranfcribed 
from  the  play-bills  of  the  time. 
They  were  equally  calculated  to 
at  trad  the  notice  of  the  idle  gazer 
in  the  walks  at  St.  Paul's,  or  to 
draw  a  crowd  abotft  fome  voci- 
ferous Autolycus,  who  perhaps 
was  hired  by  the  players  thus  to 
raife  the  expe^tions  of  the  mul- 
titude. It  is  indeed  highly  im- 
probable that  the  modeS  >Shak- 
fpeare,  who  has  more  than  once 
apologized  for  his  untutored  liues, 
fnould    in  his  manufcripts  have 


entitled  any  of  his  diamas  M/i 
excelliut  aiufplia/amt  performances- 
A  contemporary  writer  has  pre* 
ierved  fomething  like  a  play-bill 
of  thole  days,  which  leems  to 
corroborate  this  obfervation  ;  fo^ 
if  it  were  divefted  of  rhime,  it 
would  bear  no  very  diilant  re« 
femblance  to  the  title  pages  tha( 
ftand  before  fome  of  our  authoc'i 
dramas : 


-Prithee,  wbat*s  the  play  ? 


(The  firft  1  vifited  this  twehremonth  day) 
They  fay— «  A  new  invented  boy  oiPurJU^ 
That  jeoparded  his  necke  to  fteale  a  girl 
Of  twelve;  and  lying  faft  Impounded  for*t» 
Has  hither  fent  his  bearde  to  ad  his  part  | 
Againfl  all  thofe  in  opei)  malice  bent. 
That  would  not  freely  to  the  theft  confent » 
Faines  ail  to's  wi(h,  and  in  the  epilogue 
Goes  our  applauded  for  a  famous— rogue.** 
«« — .  iJow  hang  me  if  I  did  not  look  at  firft 
For  foitie  fuch  iluff,  by  the  fond  peQple*s 
tbruft."  • 

It  is  uncertain  at  what  time  the 
ufage  of  giving  authors  a  benefit 
on  the  third  day  of  the  exhibitioii 
of  their  piece  commenced.  Mr, 
Oldys,  in  one  of  his  manufcripts, 
intimates  that  dramatic  poets  had 
anciently  their  benefit  on  the  firft 
day  that  a  new  play  was  rCpre- 
fented ;  a  regulation  which  wou!4 
have  been  v^ry  favourable  to  fome 
of  the  ephemeral  produdions  of 
modern  times.  But  for  this  there 
is  not,  I  believe,  any  fHiHcieQC 
authority.    FromD'Avenant,  in* 


•  This  praAice  did  not  commence  till  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century. 
I  have  feen  a  play-bill  printed  in  the  year  1697^  which  expreficd  only  the  titles 
of  the  two  pieces  that  were  to  be  exhibited,  and  the  time  when  they  were  to  be 
repr^fented.  Notices  of  plays  to  be  performed  on  a  future  day,  fiinilar  to  thoi« 
row  daily  published,  arc  found  in  the  original  edition  of  the  Stedators  in  ijxx^ 
In  tbefe  early  theatrical  advenifements,  our  author  is  always  Ailed  the  imtMrtal 
^hakfpeare.    Hence  Pope : 

**  Shakfpeare,  whom  you  and  titty  play -boufe  bill 
^  Jiylc  the  <#VW>  the  matchlcfs,  what  you  will— ^** 

deed. 
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deed,  we  learn,  that  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  reign  of  qneen  Eli- 
zabeth, the  poet  had  nis  benefit 
on  the  fecond  day.  ^s  it  was  a 
general  practice,  in  the  time  of 
Shakfpeare,  to  fell  the  copy  of 
the  play  to  the  theatre,  I  imagine, 
in  Inch  cafes,  an  author  derived 
no  other  advantage  from  his  piece, 
than  what  arofe  from  the  fale  of 
it.  Sometimes,  however,  he  found 
it  more  beneficial  to*  retain  the 
cc^y-right  in  his  own  hands  ;  and 
when  he  did  fo,  I  fuppofe  he  had 
a  benefit.  It  is  certain  that  the 
giving  authors  the  profits  of  the 
third  exhibition  of  their  play, 
which  feem^  to  have  been  the 
oAial  mode  during  almoft  the 
wjiole  of  the  laft  century,  was  an 
eftabliihed  cuftom  in  the  year  1612; 
for  Decker,  in  the  prologue  to 
one  of  his  comedies,  printed  in 
that  year,  fpeaks  of  the  poet's 
ihirJ  day.  The  unfortunate  Ot- 
way  had  no  more  than  one  benefit 
on  the  production  of  a  new  play ; 
and  this  too,  it  feems,  he  was 
Ibmetimes  forced  to  mortgage, 
before  the  piece  was  a6led. 

$<^theme  was  the  firft  drama- 
tic writer  who  obtained  the  emo- 
luments arifing  from  two  repre- 
fentations  ;  and  to  Farquhar,  in 
the  year  1700,  the  benefit  of  a 
third  was  granted.  To  the  hon> 
our  of  Mr.  Addifon,  it  fhould  be 
remembered,  that  he  firft  difcon- 
tinoed  the  ancient,  but  humi- 
liating, practice  of  diilributing 
tickets,  and  foliciting  company  to 
attend  at  the  theatre,  on  the  poet's 
nights. 

When  an  author  fold  his  piece 
to  the  fharers  or  proprietors  of  a 
thei^tre,  it  remained  for  feveral 
year^    unpublifhed;     bat,    when 


that  was  not  the  cafe,  he  printed 
it  for  fale,  to  which  many  feem  to 
have  b^en  induced,  from  an  ap- 
prehenfion  that  an  imperfe£l  copy 
mieht  be  ifiued  from  the  prefs 
without  their  confent.  The  cuf- 
tomary  price  of  the  copy  of  a  play, 
in  the  time  of  Shakfpeare,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  twenty  nobles, 
or  fix  pounds  thirteen  (hillings 
and  four-pence.  The  play  when 
printed  was  fold  for  fixpence ; 
and  the  ufual  prefent  from  a 
patron,  in  return  for  a  dedication, 
was  forty  fhilliogs. 

On  the  firft  day  of  exhibiting 
a  new  play,  the  prices  of  ad- 
mifiion  appear  to  have  been  raifcd ; 
and  this  feems  to  have  been  occa- 
iionally  pra^fed  on  the  benefit- 
nights  of  aufkors,  to  the  end  of 
the  laft  century. 

Dramatic  poets  in'tho/e  times, 
as  at  prefent,  were  admitted  gra- 
tis into  the  theatre. 

The  cuftom  of  paifing  a  final 
cenfure  on  plays  at  their  firft  ex- 
hibition, is  as  ancient  as  the  time 
of  our  author;  for  no  lefs  than 
three  plays  of  his  rital,  Ben  John« 
fon,  appear  to  have  been  damned ; 
and  ¥\^tc\itT*s  Faithful  Shepherde/s, 
and  The  Kntght  of  tbi  Burniug 
Pefile,  written  by  him  and  fieau- 
inont,  underwent  the  fame  fate. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  afcertain  what 
were  the!  emoluments  of  a  fuccefs- 
ful  a^or  in  the  time  qi  Shak- 
fpeare. They  had  not  then  an- 
nual benefits,  as  at  prefent.  I'he 
performers  at  each  theatre  feem  to 
have  fhared  the  profits  arifing 
either  from  each  day's  exhibition, 
or  from  the  whole  feafon,  among 
them.  I  think  it  is  not  unlikely, 
that  the  clear  emoluments  of  the 
theatre,  after  dedu6ling  whatever 

was 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A.N  T  I  Q^l^  I  T  I  E  S. 


vms  appropriated  to  the  proprietors 
of  the  hottfe,  were  divided  into 
one  hundred  parts,  of  which  the 
a6lors  had  various  (hares,  according 
to  their  rank  and  merit.  From 
Ben  Johnibn's  Poetafitr,  we  learn, 
that  one  of  either  the  performers 
or  proprietors  had  feven  fhares  and 
a  halt;  but  of  what  integral  fum 
i«  not  mentioned. 


On  tbe  Origin  of  the  Englifh  Lan-^ 
guage.  By  the  Re*v.  Mr.  Drake* 
Archasol.  Vol.  v. 

MR.  Whitaker,  in  his  Hiftory 
of  Manchefter,  having  con- 
troverted the  opinion  of  thole  who 
affirm  the'  Engliih  language  to  be 
genuine  and.  unmixed  Teutonic, 
and  having  aiTerted  it  to  be  of 
Celtic  •rigin,  a  learned  and  in*^ 
genious  advocate  for  the  former 
opinion,  has  endeavoured  in  the 
following  memoir  to  fupport  it  by 
an  appeal  to  the  fenfes  of  his 
readers. 

As  all  conjectural  reafoning, 
fays  Mr.  Drake,  muft  be  vague 
and  undeciiive  upon  this  fubje6t, 
the  mod  folid  and  rational  mode 
of  determining  the  quellion  will 
be  to  have  recourfe  to  matter  pf 
fad.  For  this  purpofe  I  Ihall  take 
a  part  of  a  chapter  in  Ulphilas's 
Gothic  verfion  of  the  goipel,  a 
work  executed  above  fourteen 
hundred  years  ago,  and  confront 
It  wit^  the  fame  chapter  of  our 
prefent  tranflation,  and  I  believe, 
Sir,  you  will  be  amazed  at  the 
llriking  affinity  between  the  two 
languages,  notwithllanding  the 
different  mediums  through  which 
they  have  defcended,  and  the 
many  ages  that  have  elapfed  finoe 
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thev  have  been  feparated.  I  (hall 
maKe  afe  of  the  tenth  chapter  of 
St.  John,  though  any  other  would 
equally  anfwer  the  purpofe. 

The  original  Gothic  of  the'firft 
verfc  is  this : 

jimen  amen  qivitha  itewis  fa  ui 
atgangith  in>  thairb  dour  in  garden 
lamhe^  ak  fteigitb  alatbro  fa  ijt 
bliftus.  Now  that  you  may  have 
a  clearer  view  of  the  connexion  I 
am  endeavouring  to  prove,  I  will 
render  this  verfe  verbatim  into  the 
prefent  Engliih.  Amen  amen  verily 
verily  qwitba  I  fay  ixwis  to  yoa 
fa  he  that  ni  atgangitb  in  entereth 
not  thairb  daur  through  or  by  the 
door  ak  but  fteigitb  climbeth  up 
alatbro  fome  other  way  fa  he  ift  is 
bliftus  a  thief.  I  will  now  feparate 
the  words  from  the  context,  and, 
by  an  accurate  examination  of 
each  particular  one,  I  am  con- 
vinced, that  notwith  (landing  the 
variations  of  orthography  and 
pronunciation  which  neceifarily 
muft  be  in  the  two  tongues,  it 
will  appear  very  viiibly  that  the 
one  is  the  genuine  produ£tion  of 
the  other,  ^jvitba  I  fay.  Thofe 
who  recollect  the  old  word  Quotk 
will  eafily  perceive  that  it  &  the 
imperfe£^  tenfe  of  this  verb  ^uitbam 
dicere.  Ixtvis,  the  Someriet  dia- 
Itd  for  you.  What  connection 
this  iziuisy  to  you,  had  with  our 
ancient  language,  may  be  feea 
from  this  fentence  of  a  letter 
written  to  K.  Henry'  the  Vtlj  by 
the  Earl  of  Saliibury :  **  We  were 
*'  afore  di verfe  places,  what  tim^ 
'*  it  liketh  zxyw  to  fette  on  them, 
**  chey  be  not  able,  to  hold  ajenft 
"  %onjj  no  while."  In  the  fame 
letter  jrow  is  written  zour,  which  is 
very  lictle  different  from  the  Go- 
thic izwar  vefter,.    Atgangitb  iV> 
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this  cxpreffion  for  cntcreth  muft  be 
familiar  to  an  Englifh  ear,  efpe- 
dally  to  thofe  who  ar6  converfant 
with  the  northern  fpcech.  The 
peafants  in  Yorkfhire,  particularly 
in  the  Weft  Riding,  apply  the 
verb  to  gang  in  general  for  to  go. 
tt  was  the  common  language  of 
our  ancient  poets,  and  Johnfoa 
has  inferted  it  in  his  didionary  as 
fynonimous  with  to  go,  from  which 
many  nouns  are  apparently  de- 
rived, as  a  gang  fignifying  a  num- 
ber herding  together,  that  go, 
inetaphorically  fpe^king,  the  fame 
if/^y  \  gangweek,  rogation  week, 
flnd  the  gangway  in  a  (hip.  Tbairu 
daur  for  through  the  door  is  too 
Obvious  a  refcmblance  to  take  no- 
tice of.  In  garden  lambe.  In  the 
iheepfold.  This  is  a  compound 
Word,  the  latter  part  of  it,  lambe^ 
requires  no  explication  ;  th«  for- 
mer, gardan^  may  appear  at  firft 
fight  foreign  to  us,  but  it  really  is 
liot  To,  but  naturally  inherent  both 
in  the  Saxon  and  En^Iilh  lan- 
guages. Gard  in  its  primary  fig- 
nification  denoted  a  houfe,  as,  m 
fanith  us  gar  da  in  gard^  Go  not 
from  houfe  to  houfe;  but  was 
transferred  from  this  original 
meaning  to  exprefs  an  inclofure  of 
any  kind,  fepem  vel  munmenturk 
claudcns  aliquid;  hence  the  Gotfis 
faid,  aurtigard  hortus ;  whence  the 
Saxons  had  their  ortpearde,  and  we 
our  orchard.  And  it  is  obfervable 
in  this  inftance,  that  all  the  Eu- 
ropean tongues  that  have  the  leaft 
mixture  of  Gochifm  in  them,  have 
in  general  interpreted  the  Latin 
hortus  with  words  originating  from 
this  gard:  as  French,  Jardin\ 
Italian,  Giardino  \  Spanilh,  Gar- 
din  i  Germln,,  Gardo ;  Danifh, 
Gaard-i  Putch,  Gaerde\  Englifli, 


Garden,  Another  noun  the  Goths 
have  formed  in  compofition  with 
gard  is  wcingard,  fignifying  an  in- 
clofure of  vines,  from  which  the 
Saxon  and  our  vineyard  is  made. 
Perhaps  it  may  not  be  impertinenc 
in  this  place  to  advife  the  gentle- 
men who  are  engaged  in  the  vine- 
yard controverfy,  as  fome  of.  their 
arguments  feem  drawn  from  the 
force  and  origin  of  the  term  vine- 
yard and  others  relative  to  it,  not 
to  ftop  their  enquiries  at  the  Sax- 
on, but  to  apply  to  the  fooatain'i 
head,  the  Goths,  for  dieir  in- 
formation — Antiquos  accedere  fon- 
tes — They  will  there  be  fapplicd 
with  not  only  ivehgardt  but  alfo 
nueintriu  a  vine,  tAjeinaba/ge  grapei, 
tveinatains a  vinebranch, and  others. 
We  arc  told  by  the  Hanoverian 
Knittel,  who  publiffied  a  fragment 
of  Gothic  literature,  larely  found 
in  that  country,  that  Bnibequios, 
who  vifitcd  the  leffcr  Tartary,  the 
early  refidence  of  the  Goths,  found 
there  an  infinite  number  of  words 
and  phrafes  of  Gothic  birth,  and 
among  the  reft  this  weingard  pore 
and  unadulterated.  However,  to 
put  an  end  to  this  term,  if  the 
fupportcrs  of  the  Celtic  fyftem 
den^  the  refemblance  here,  we  are 
at  liberty  to  introduce  the  Saxon 
fceapefaldi^  equally  Teutonic,  the 
root  indifputably  of  our  ftieepfold. 
But  I  forgot  to  mention,  that  I  am 
apprehenfive  the  learned  Mr.  Bar« 
nngton,  in  his  anfwer  to  Mr. 
Pegge  about  the  Englifti  vineyards, 
has  made  a  miftake  as  to  matter 
of  faa.  •*  There  is  great  reafon," 
fays  that  gentleman,  *'  to. think 
**  that  the  Saxons  had  no  term 
*•  for  a  grape  or  the  fruit  of  the 
^*  vine ;  foi  that  paflage  in  St. 
^*  Matthew,  do  men  gather  grapes 
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''  of  thorns  t  roos  t^os  itt 
'*  Saxon   verfion»   cmthes  ut  fom 
**  nigas  of  thornum  uvas*    It  Teems 
•'  evident,'*  concludes  he,  "  that 
*'  the  traoAacor   h^d    no    Saxon 
*'  word  for  the  fruit  of  the  vine, 
*'  otherwife  he  would  not  have 
**  ufed    the,  Latin    term  u<uajJ* 
Now    it    ufkortunatel^r    happens, 
that  in  the  Saxon  tranflatlon  of  the 
gofpel  that  is  now  open  before  nae, 
not  the  Latin  but  the  Saxon  noon 
is  made  ufc  of  in  the  above-men- 
tioned place:    cwjifi  tbu  gadiratb 
mam  ivmierian  of  thornum  ;  where 
you  will  obfenre,  that  ivmierian  is 
the  Saxon  word  for  grapes  or  the 
fruit  of  the  vine*  ;  and  this  term 
occurs  repeatedly  in  the  verfion  of 
the   Heptateuch.      When   Mofes 
fent  out  the  fpies  to  examine  the 
land  of  Canaan,  we  are  told  in 
our  bible,  that*  the  time  was  the 
time  of  the  firft  ripe  grape) ;  and 
in  the  Saxon  tranflation  hit  ivas  tba 
tima  thai  *winhman  ripodon*     This 
word  nuinhirian  or  grapes  feems  to 
be  peifediy  agreeable  to  the  ge- 
nius of  the  language,  for  berries 
in  compound  exprefs  the  frnitof 
many  of  onr  trees  and  (hrubs  in 
our  prefait  fpeech,  as  mulberries, 
raiberries,  ftrawberries,  black-ber- 
ries, goofberries;  and  in  Yoridhire, 
where  mpre  genuine  Saxon  is  re- 
tained than  in  any  other  part  of 
England,  they  in  general  lav  cur- 
rantberrietf.  httigeib  climbetn  ujp, 
may  alfo  with  lome  attention  be 
traced  in  our  language.     Johnfon 
has  the  verb  to  fty,  which  he  in- 
terpreu  to  foar  or  afccnd  $  hence 
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thus  voc   the    the  fubftantive^/7#  ptplained  as  a 


fet  of  ftcps  to  pafs  from  one  in 
clofure  to  another;  and  in  the 
north  of  England,  the  common 
appellation  for  a  ladder,  amon^* 
the  lower  fort  of  people  u,  9kftn  \ 
all  tlerivative  from  tl^e  Gothick 
ftiig^n. 

Jlotbn.    We  can  difcern   our 
otbir  in  this  word. 

Jfi  bli/ius,  is  a  thief.  However 
unconnedsd  with  the  Engliih  b^/-^ 
tus  may  appear,  yet  an  accurate 
obferver  may  find  it  larking  in  a 
compound •  Shoplifting,  a  prac« 
tice  pretty  prevalent  in  this  town, 
is  undoubtedly  deducible  from  it}, 
and  I  remember  that  a  very  fen- 
iible  gentleman,  who  had  beea 
fome  time  in  Scotland,  informed 
me,  that  he  heard  a  man.arrugn- 
ed  in  a.  court  of  juftice  in  chat 
kingdom  for  the  crime  of  cowlift- 
ing,  which  he  found  upon  the  trial 
to  mean  the  ilealing  o/  a  cow. 

I  muft  beg  leave  to  take  notice^ 
that  the  Gothick  hliftus  is  the 
Greek  KAf tIh^*  the  ai'pirate  being 
afluraed  inftead  of  the  K*  This 
analog  is  obfervable  in  our  mo- 
dern Englifh,  as  bolUw  is  made 
from  KoiAo<,  and  bide  for  KitcTtf^y 
and  we  have  many  other  isAanees 
of  the  fame  nature.  The  refem- 
blance  indeed  between  the  Gothick 
and  the  Greek  is  fo  ftriking  and 
remarkable,  that  tfiany  learned 
men  have  judged  them  to  be  6nly 
different  diale6ls  of  the  fame  radi- 
cal tongue.  Thefe  are  the  fenti« 
ments  of  that  great  mafter  of  Nor<^ 
them  literature  FrancifcUs  Junius; 


•  Ths  paflage  however  is  accurately  referred  to,  and  to  be  fotind,  in  Dr. 

Hieket^a  Anglo-Saxon  grammar,  p.  91,  where  u^fos  \%  ufed  for  grapei^  thougti 

the  word  mav  be  rendeivd  nmnbirian  in  the  printed  verfion  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 

gpipal,  wbicnis  nat  cited  in  tfat  Archaeoloitia>  yol«  IH.  p«  S9.  ... 
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*'  Lingttatn  G<>thicam,^'  fays  he, 
'<  (at  quae  foli  dialedo  dilFerat  a 
**  Graeca  vetere)  ab  eadem  ori- 
'f  gine  cum  Graeca  profluxiiTe  ju- 
*«  dicabam.'»  And  Dr.  Hickes 
tells  us,  that  **  Gothica  lingaa  in 
'*  moltis  locis  Greciflat."  To 
which  opinion,  I  confels,  I  am 
ilitich  inclined  to  accede,  as  it  feems 
the  only  rational  way  to  account 
for  that  variety  of  Greek  idioms 
and  terms  that  are  fo  plentifully 
interfperfed  in  our  language. 

But  to  proceed  to  the  fecond 
vcrfe : 

8a  innpmgands  thtarh  dour,  hair* 
iiis  efilamhe. 

Sa  he  that  ingangand  entcreth 
in  tbauru  dour  through  or  by  the 
door  ifi  is  hairdeis  the  (hepherd 
Umht  of  the  (heep. 

The  only  wonl  not  noticed  in 
the  preceding  verfe  is  hairdeis  which 
the  Saxons  call  fceapa  hyrde,  and 
we  fhepherd.  Perhaps  it  is  unne- 
ceiTary  to  inform  you  that  bairdtit 
joined  with  fome  particular  fpecies 
of  cattle,  denotes  the  perfon  that 
has  the  management  of  them  in  our 
prefent  £ngH{h,a5  (hepherd,  fwine* 
herd,  goat(herd,  neatherd. 
.  The  third  verfe  runs  thus  : 

Tbamm  dauroFwards  unlitkith,  jab 
tho  lamba  fiibna  is  baufgand,  jab 
tbo  lamba  baititb  bi  namin, 

Tbamsu  to  him.  dauranvards  the 
porter  smlukkb  openeth,  jab  and 
tbo  lambe  the  iheep  baufgand  hear 
is  ftibna  his  voice,  job  and  baititb 
he  calleth  Iambi  the  llieep  bi  namin 
by  name. 

The  iiril  word  that  occurs  here 
is  daurawardSf  which  being  of  the 
compo&e  kind  6gnifies  oftiarius  or 
doorkeeper.  The  Saxons  call  him 
greateweardi,  but  we  have  adopted 
a  French  t^rm  ptrter.     Hoards  is 


formed  from  the  Gothick  verV 
njoardan  gufledire,  which  fupplies 
us  with  many  terms  derivative 
from  it;  as  to  ward,  a  ward, 
warden  of  a  college  or  cinque  ports, 
a  warder  of  the  tower,  ward  (hip, 
and  many  others.  Vnlukitb  open- 
eth, certainly  puts  us  in  mind  of 
unlocketh,  from  which  it  U  de- 
rived. As  for  baufgand y  audiunt, 
I  (hall  not  venture  to  dedaoe  to 
bear  from  It,  (hall  therefore  take 
the  Saxon  bjratb  inilead  of  it, 
which  is  equally  t?utonick.  Stibna 
voice,  from  which  the  Saxons 
m^tfiefne^  is  at  prelent  quite  ob- 
folete,  but  fome  centuries  ago  ic 
prevailed  very  general,  as  our  old 
ballads  will  bear  witnefs,  which 
feem  to  have  had  no  other  word 
for  voice  than  fti^in,  and  it  was 
even  ufed  fo  low  as  Spencer.  From 
baitan,  'vocare  vcl  appellare^  we  per- 
ceive our  old  Englilh  word  bight, 
named  or  called.  Bi^  namin  and 
by  name  correfpond  fo  exadly,  that 
one  is  amazed  that  the  ipace  of 
fourteen  hundred  y^rs  ihoald 
make  fo  fmall  an  alteration  in  a 
language. 

The  fourth  verfe  is  this : 
'  Faura  im  gangitb  jab  tho  lamba 
ina  laiftgand,  ttnti  kunnum  fiebna  is, 
Gangitb  he  goeth  faura  im  before 
them  jab  and  tbo  lamba  the  flieep' 
laijfgand  follow  ina  him,  u?tti  for 
kunnum  they  know  is  ftebna  his 
voice.  A s  to  laiftgand  they  follow, 
I  muil  acknowledge,  \  can  trace 
no  veflige  relative  to  it  in  our  lan- 
guage. The  Saxon,  however;  fur- 
nifties  us  ^'M^fylijeatb  from  whence 
Q^t  follotu,  Kunnan,  fcire^  appeaus 
in  various  inftances,  as  to  kerm,  to 
know,  and  many  nouns  dependent 
upon  thofe  verbs. 

Verfe  5  th .   Framatbgana  ni  Uaft* 
gandg 
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^aka,  akjhiband  fauraimmdf  uuti 
ki  kunnuH  framatbgant  ftibna^  Ni 
iaifigand  they  will  not  follow  frU- 
matkgana  a  (Irangcr,  ak  hni, flui- 
hand  will  fliie  four  a  imma  from  or 
before  him,  ihiti  form  iunnan  tl^ey 
know  tiHiflibnA  the  yo\zc  framaib^ 
gana  of  ftrangers.  The  firft  claafe 
of  this  verfey  it  iftuft  be  confefled^ 
js  perfe£lly  an  intelligible  to  an 
Engilfh  ear,  but  the  Saxon  is  not 
io ;  nffyiiyedtb  they  will  not  fol- 
low imaubitm  the  .  unknown  or 
firaoger.  Uncouth  is  an  Engtiih 
word,  and  in  its  primary  accept- 
ation (igni£ed  unknown ;  the  pre- 
fent  ofe  however  has  made  it  foiiie- 
what  deviate  from  that  fenfc. 
Miiton  has  given  it  \ti  original 
i^ieaningy  when  RapKael  gives 
Adam  the  reaibn  why  he  was  ab- 
fenc  at  the  time  of  his  Creation* 

For  I^that  day  was  abfcnt,  as  bcfel, 
Bound  on  a  voyage  tncorijh  and  obfcurc, 
Far  on  exc<irfion  towartjs  the  gates  of  hell. 

Th<^  radix^  however,  of  this 
tvord  i%  difternable  in  the  Gothick, 
for*  in  a  chapter  or  two  beyond 
this  we  meet  il^ith  kmdba  I  have 
kodwn,  and  by  prefixing  the  ;ie- 
gative  particle  un  which  prevailed 
much  among  the  Goths,  as  iaybai- 
l-^ns,  barren,  i^«barnas,  childiefs, 
tve  form  the  compodrid  Airkuntha, 
Sax.  «ircoutha,  Bngj  jmrcoath  and 
iKMicnown. 

fiut  to  go  on  with  the  next 
▼crfe ; 

^han  ftwaih  aftra  du  im  Tfaifiuy 
Apun  Antin  qtuitba  ixws,  tbata  tk 
am  dour  Umbe:  Than  there  Jaijus 
Jefusi  q^ath  fay'd  dU  im  to  them 
irfira  again  or  after,  amen  amen 
verily  verily  fnitba  T  fay  iz'wh  to 
yoo,  thata  that  ri  am  I  am  dour 
the  door  Jambe  of  the  ih^^P* 
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Here  is  nothing  not  taken  no- 
tice of,  fo  fhall  proceed  to  the 
next : 

Alldi  /wa  magnagai  fa  q^emtm 
tbiubosjind,  ak  ni  baufidedun  im  th§ 
lamba,  Allot  faua  managaifioa  all 
the  many  that  q<vi}emun  came  Jind 
are  tbiubos  thiefs,  ak  but  tbo  lamba 
the  Iheep  hi  haufidenun  did  not  hear 
ba  them; 

Allai^  our  alU 

Managai;  the  root  of  this  ^ord 
is  manag,  which  by  foftning  the  g 
in  the  pronunciation^  becomes  the 
Englifh  many, 

$^emun,  <;emre  Sax,  cuman. 
Eng.  To  come* 

Tbiiibs  hence  tht  Saiton  fbeo/k 
and  our  thie/.  We  muft  remem- 
ber that  this  >^ord  is  fynonymous 
with  bltftus. 

But  to  th^nett  ^tt^t\ 

Tbiubs  the  thief  ni  qnvimith  com* 
eth  not  nib/ii  but  for  flilai  to  Ileal 
jab  2iTi6jmihai  to  \i\\\jdb  iLTtAfia-- 
viftgM  lodeftroy;  lAfivamlaLtn' 
come  ei  that  aigeina  they  might 
have  libain  life; 

Nibai  is  not  EngHih,  the  Saxons 
have  butah  from  whence  oiir  bat, 
except* 

Stilai,  the  dtilleft  fight  niay  per- 
ceive x\>t  origin  of  to  ftedl. 

Snitba  is  t^fe  Saxon  fnidan  or 
fnitban^  and  the  German  fniden 
/cinder e\  and  we  have  yet  a  glimpfe 
of  it  athong  us;  Littleton  in  his 
diftionary  mentions  fnitbe^  which, 
he  interprets  *ventm  pergelidus,  and 
vtrhich  we  may  properly  call  a  cat- 
ting wind :  the  accurate  Ainfworth 
has  copied  it  from  him^  but  John- 
fon  has  taken  no  noticer  of  it. 
The  Saxon  verfion  makes  ufe  of" 
Jlea^  from  which  our  flay* 

Firavijfgai^  no  rsmains  of  this 
obfervable  in  fingli(h«    The,  Saxon 
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f^ys  fordo  todellroy.     Oar  Shak- 
fpeare  ufes  it  in  the  fame  fenfe. 
Thus  m  Hamlet, 

This  is  the  very  extafie  of  love, 
Whofe  violent  property  fordo;.s  itfelf. 

Liia,  from  which  the  Saxon  it/ 
and  our  life. 

Jiigan,  habere,  a  Gothick  noun 
from  thi9  verb  Mhn^  is  explained 
fecuiiaris  ^  propria  pojfejjio  |  hence 
the  Engliih  onjon. 

The  fucCeeding  verfe  is  very  re- 
markably £ifg  11  (h: 

Ik  ami  am  god bairdeu  the  good 
ihepherd,  fa  god  hair  dels  the  good 
ihepherd  lagtth  layeth  down  fai- 
ivala  his  life  or  foul  faura  lamba 
fpr  the  flieep. 

I  Hiall  only  obferve,  that  Ul- 
philas  has  more  accurately  turned 
the  Greek  tiSiio'i  tmi^  '^vx^v  by 
lagith  fai^wahi  than  has  been  done 
by  the  Engliih  trandacors. 

The  twelfth  verfe : 
.  A/nets  an  hireling  faiquith  feetb 
«vii^the  wolf  qwuimandan  coming, 
jahzxi^leithith  leaveth  thaim  lambam 
tiie  (beep,  jab  ^nd /livth  fleeth. 

It  is  in  vain  that  we  hunt,  for 
any  aupearance  of  a/»eis,  mtrcena^ 
rius,  m  our  tongue.  The  Saxona 
lidopt  hyrelinge  for  the  fame  fignifi- 
cation,  and  we  hireling.  Leitbitb' 
U  eaiily  melted  down  to  Uavetb^  (o 
h/iiuth  xnio  fleitb.  As  to  imlf  it 
fpeaks  for  itielf. 

The  thirteenth : 

Sa  afnei\  ihe  \i\x^X\Xk%fiiutb  fieeth 
mnte  becaufe  ift  he  is  ajneis  an  hire- 
liog»  j^b  and  ni  ift  kar  there  is  no 
care  imma  to  him  lamhe  of  the 
fteep.  . 

Ni  ift  kar  imma  lambe  is  ytry  in- 
telligible indeed. 

The  fourteenth  verfe : 

Ik  m  I  am  goda  hairdeii    the 
$ 


good  fhepherd  jab  and  katm  knovr 
meina  mine,  jab  and  mtina  mine 
.kunnon  know  mik  me. 

The  fifteenth : 

Swa  atf  (fo)  mtia  the  father  katm 
knoweth  mik  me,  jab  and  ik  keam  I 
know  attan  the  father,  jab  and 
laga  I  lay  down  meina  fidifoala  my 
hie//wra  tbo  lamba  for  the  fheep. 

Here  is  nothing  to  be  particu- 
larly obferved  except  the  word 
attan  the  father.  From  wbac 
Iburce  the  Goths  drew  it  the  fliarp* 
eft  inveftigators  of  languages  have 
not  been  able  as  yet  to  difcover; 
for  that  people  have  neither  com- 
municated it  to  the  Saxons  or  to 
any  of  their  various  defcendents  ; 
however  we  muft  take  notice,  that 
though  Atta  is  regularly  made  nfe 
of  when  a  father  folely  is  denoted, 
yet  when  parents  are  intended » 
Uiphilas*s  verfion  always  fubftr- 
tutes  fadrein^  the  radix  indifput- 
ably  of  the  Saxon  feeder  apd  our 
father. 

To  this  fpecimen  let  me  add, 
that  every  circumftance  that  confU* 
tutes  the  true  genius  of  a  language, 
is  vifibly  derived  to  the  Engliih 
from  the  Goths  and  Saxons.  The 
articles,  flexion  of  the  genitive 
cafe,  prepofitions,  and  aoxiliary 
verbs  are  all  abfolutely  Teutonick. 
\i  the  Goths  fay  ik  am^  tbu  <W0/, 
thu  magaift,  tbu  maigbtes^  tbu  Jkul'^ 
daiSy  tbu  moftaist  ikjkal\  the  Eng- 
liih in  the  fame  mode  of  fpeaking 
repeat  after  them,  I  am,  tbou^vas, 
thou  may  ft,  thou  mights ,  thouftfwldft^ 
thou  muft,  I  Pall, 

I  have  now,  Sir,  finiihed  what  f 
had  to  fay  upon  the  comparifon  of 
the  two  languages  the  Gothick  and 
the  Engliih,  and,  I  think,  a  man 
muft  be  little  fagacious  in  diftin- 
guiihing  likenefies  who  does  noc 
difcovev 
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liifcover  tliat  tlie  one  U  the  natural 
defcendant  of  the  other;  their 
complexions^  their  manners,  their 
features,  are  exa£lly  iimilar>  and 
I  challenge  the  deepeft  enquirer 
into  the  Celtick  to  produce  fo  de- 
cifive  a  proof  of  any  affinity  of  that 
tongue  with  ours.  The  Britifh,  to 
fpeak  plainly,  has  little  or  no  re- 
iemblance  to  the  Englifh.  Many 
of  their  terms  may  have  gained  ad- 
mi^ion  among  us,  as  from  the  vi- 
cinity and  long  intercourfe  we  have 
had  with  that  people  may  necelTa- 
rily  be  imagined,  but  their  idioms 
and  genius  are  as  radically  and  ef- 
f^ntially  different  as  any  two  lan- 
guages can  poilibly  be. 


TJ^e  following  Articlt  is  taken  from 
the  Appendix  to  Martin'/  Hiftoty 
e/^Thetford, 


IT  is  copied  from  an  original  re- 
cord in  that  borough,  when 
John  le  Forreder  was. mayor  in 
the  tenth  year  of  Edward  III.  A. 
1336.  It  is  fo  far  curious,  as  it 
exhibits  an  aathentic  account  of 
the  value  of  many  articles  at  that 
time  ;  being  a  bill,  inferred  in'the 
town- book,  of  the  expences  attend* 
ing  the  fending  two  light  horfe* 
men  from  Thetford,  to.  the  tLtmy 
which  was  to  march  againft  the 
Scots  that  year. 


To  two  men  chofen  to  go  into  the  army  againft  Scotland 
For  cloth,  and  to  the  taylor  for  making  it  into  two  gowns 
For  two  pair  of  gloves,  and  a  dick  or  ft^lF  — 

For  two  horfes  —  —  —      — 

For  ihoeing  thefc  horfes  —  •^  .— 

For  two  pair  of  boots  for  the  light  horfemen  — 

Paid  to  a  lad  for  going  with  the  mayor'  (to  Lenn)  *  to 

*  take  care  of  the  horfes  •  ^ —  — .         ..-i 

To  a  boy  for  a  letter  at  Lenn.'  (viz,  carrying  it  thither) 
Expences  for  the  horfes  of  two  light  horfemen  for  four  days 

before  they  departed,  — • 


o 
6 
o 

15. 
o 

2 
O 

o 


J. 

o 
II 

a 
of 

4 
8 

3 
3 


—        —010 


*  The  diAucc  between  Thetford  and  Lynn  is  ab«ut  3}  milu. 
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Hiftory  ^Gardening,     Frbm  Wal- 

file' J    Atucdotti   of  Fainting  i/0 
ngUnd. 

GARDENING  wts  pr6baMy 
one  of  the  firft  arts  that  fuc- 
cttded  to  tha{  of  bailding  houfes, 
and  nfttorally  attended  property 
and  indii^ua!  ponTeffion.  Culi- 
iiary»  and  afterwards  medicinal 
hoxbs,  were  the  objeds  of  every 
h6«d  of  a  family :  it  became  con- 
tenieii^  ta have  them  within  reach, 
wtthoat  fceking  them  at  random 
in  woods 9  in  meadows,  and  on 
mobn tains,  as  often  as  they  were 
wanted.  When  the  earth  ceaied 
to^urn](h  fponraneoafly  all  thefe 
primitive  luituries,  and  culture^  be- 
came reqsiiite^  feparate  inclofures 
for  rearing  herbs  grew  expedient. 
Fruits  Were  in  the  fame  predica- 
ment,  and  thofe  moft  in  ufe  or 
that  demand  attention,  muft  have 
entered  into  and  ejttended  the  do* 
meftic  inclofure. 

Matters,  we  !may  well  believe, 
remained  long  in  this  fituation  i 
and  though  the  generality  of  man- 
kind form  their  ideas  from  the  im- 
port of  words  in  their  own  age,  we 
have  no  reafon  to  think  that  for 
many  centuries  the  term  garden 
implied  mora  than  a  kitchen-garden 
or  orchard.  When  a  Frenchman 
r^ds  of  the  o-arden  of  Eden^  I  do 
6 


not  doubt  but  he  concludes  it  war 
fomething  approaching  to  that  of 
Verfailles,  with  dipt  hedges,  bcr- 
^eaus,  and  trelHs-work.  If  his  de- 
votion humbles  him  fo  far  as  to 
allow  that,  confidering  who  de- 
fignedit,  there  might  be  a  laby- 
rinth full  of  i£fop*s  fables;  yet  he 
does  not  conceive  that  fopr  of  the 
largeft  rivers^  in  the  world  were 
hAlf  fo  magnificent  as  an  hundred 
founuins  Full  of  (latues  bv  Girar- 
don.  It  is  thus  that  tne  word 
garden  has  at  all  times  pailed  for 
whatever  was  underftood  by  that 
term  in  different  countries.  But 
that  it  meant  no  more  than  a 
kitchen- garden  or  orchard  for  fe« 
veral  centuries,  is  evident  from 
thofe  few  defcriptrons  that  are  pre- 
ferved  of  the  moft  famous  gardens 
of  antiquity. 

That  of  Alcinotts,  in  the  Ody» 
iTey,  is  the  moil  renowned  in  the 
heroic  times<  Is  there  an  admirer 
of  Homer  who  can  read  his  de- 
fcription  without  rapture ;  or  who 
does  not  form  to  his  imagination 
a  fcene  of  delights  morepiftorefque 
than  the  landfcapes  of  Tinian  or 
Juan  Fernandez?  Yet  what  wat 
that  boafted  i^aradife  with  which 

the  god&  ordained 
To  gracf  Alcinous  and  his  happy  land  f 

Pope, 

Why, 
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on  terrafles  and  the  walls  of  the 
palace,  whither  foil  was  conveyed 
on  purpofe,  we  are  very  certain  of 
what  they  were  not  (  I  mean  they 
muft  have  been  trifling,  of  no  ex- 
trnc»  and  a  wanton  ioRance  of  ex« 
pence  and  labour.  In  other  words* 
they  were  what  fanptuous  garden! 
,  have  been  in  all  ages  till  tne  pre* 
iknt,  unnatural,  enriched  by  arc, 
poffibly  with  fountains,  ftatues* 
baluftrades,  and  furamer*hottfcs» 
and  were  any  thing  but  verdant 
and  rural. 

From  the  days  of  Homer  to 
thoic  of  Pliny,  we  have  no  tracea 
to  lead  our  guefs  to  what  were  th« 
gardens  of  the  intervening  ages« 
When  Rornah  authors^  whofe  cli*^ 
mate  infilled  a  wifli  for  cool  re« 
treats,  fpeak  of  their  enjoyments' 
20  chat  kind,  they  figh  fQr  grottos^ 
caves,  and  the  refreihing  hollowi 
of  mountains,  near  irriguous  an4 
(bady  founts ;  or  boaft  oftheir  por* 
ticos,  walks  of  planes,  canals^ 
baths  and  breezes  from  the  fea. 
Their  gardens  are  never  men« 
tioned  as  afibrding  (hade  and  (keU 
ter  from  the  rage  of  the  dog-ilar, 
Pliny  has  left  us  defcriptions  of 
two  of  his  villas.  As  he  nfed  hit 
Lauren  tine  villa  for  his  winter-re* 
treat,  it  is  not  furprifing  that  the 
garden  makes  no  confiderable  part 
of  the  account.  Ail  he  fays  of  it 
is,  that  the  geftatio  or  jdace  of  ex* 
vcife,  which  furrounded  the  garden 
(the  latter  confequently  not  being 
very  large)  was  bounded  by  a 
hedge  of  box,  and  where  that  was 
periflbed,  with  rofemary ;  that  there 
was  a  walk  of  vines,  and  that  mofi 
of  the  trees  were  fig  and  mulberry, 
the  foil  not  being  proper  for  any 
other  forts. 

On  his  Tufcan  villa  he  is  mora  . 
diffufe,  the  ^rdeo  makes  a  con. 

M }  fidcTKbltt 


Why,  diveftcd  of  harmonious 
Greek  and  bewitching  poetry,  it 
Was  a  fmall  orchard  and  vineyard, 
with  feme  beds  of  herbs  and  two 
fountains  that  watered  th^m,  in- 
dofed  within  a  quickfec  hedge. 
The  whole  compafs  of  this  pom-. 
pous  garden  inclofed — four  acres. 

Four  aeres  was  th*  allotted  fpace  of  ground, 
PencM  with  a  gteen  inclofure  all  around. 

The  trees  were  apples,  figs,  pom- 
granates,  pears,  olives,  and  vines. 

Tall  thriving  trees  confefsM  the  fruitful 
mold  -y 

The  redning  'apple  ripens  into  gold. 

Here  the  blue  fig  with  lufcious  juice  o*er- 
flows. 

With  deeper  red  the  full  pomegranate 
glows. 

The  branch  here  bends  beneath  the  weigh- 
ty pear. 

And  verdant  olives  flouriih  round  the 
year. 

Beds  of  all  various  herbs,  for  ever  green. 
In  beauteous  onier  terminate  the  fcene. 

Alcvnous's  garden  was  planted  by 
the  poet,  enriched  by  him  with 
the  fairy  gift  of  eternal  fammer, 
and  no  doubt  an  effort  of  imagina- 
tion furpafling  any  thing  he  had 
ever  feen.  As  he  had  beftowed 
on  the  fame  happy  prince  a  palace 
with  brazen  walls  and  cplumns  of 
iilver,  he  certainly  intended  that 
the  garden  (hould  be  proportion* 
ably  magni^cent.  We  are  fure 
therefore  that  as  late  as  Homer's 
age,  an  inclofare  of  four  acres, 
comprehending  orchard,  vineyard 
and  kitchen-garden,  was  a  firetch 
of  luxury  the  world  at  that  time 
had  never  beheld. 

The  hanging  gardens  of  Baby- 
lon were  a  ihil  greater  prodigy. 
We  are  not  acquainted  with  their 
difpofition  or  contents ;  but  as  they 
W  fupf ofed  to  have  been  formed 
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£denble  part  of  the  defcriptioD — 
and  what  was  the  principal  beauty 
of  that  pleafttre- ground  ?  Exactly 
what  was  the  adxniratioQ  of  this 
country  about  threefcore  years 
ago ;  box-trees  cut  into  monfters^ 
animals,  letters,  and  the  names  of 
the  mafter  and  the  artificer.  In  an 
age  when  architedure  Jifplayed  all 
its  grandeur,  all  its  purity,  and 
all  its  tftite ;  when  arofe  Vefpaiian's 
amphitheatre,  the  temple  of  Peace, 
Trajan's  forum,  Domitian's  baths, 
and  Adrian's  villa,  the  ruins  and 
Yefti^es  of  which  ftill  excite  our 
aftonifhroent  and  curiofity ;  a  Ro- 
man conful,  a  polifhed  emperor's 
friend,  and  a  man  of  elegant  li- 
terature and  tafle>  delighted  in 
what  the  mob  now  fcarce  admire 
in  a  college-garden.  All  the  in- 
gredients of  Pliny's  correfponded 
exadly  with  thofe  laid  out  by  Lon- 
don and  Wife  on  Dutch  princi- 
ples. He  talks  of  Hopes,  terraifes, 
a  wildernefs,  (hrubt  methodically 
trimmed,  a  marble  bafon,  pipes 
fpouting  water,  a  cafcade  falling 
into  the  bafon,  bay-trees,  alter- 
nately planted  with  planes,  and  a 
ftrait  walk,  from  whence  iiTued 
others  parted  off  by  hedges  of  box, 
aod  apple  -  trees,  with  obeliiks 
placed  between  every  two.  There 
wants  nothing  but  the  embroidery 
of  a  parterre,  to  make  a  garden 
in  the  reign  of  Trajan  ferve  for  a 


defcription  of  one  in  that  of  King^ 
William  *.  In  one  paiTage  above 
Pliny  feems  to  have  conceived  t)iat 
natural  irregularity  might  be  s 
beauty  ;  in  ^ofgre  urianlfflmo,  fays 
he,  /u6ifa  velut  illati  ruris  hntta^ 
tio.  Something  like  a  rural  vievr 
was  contrived  amidft  fo  much  po- 
lifhed compofition.  But  the  idea 
foon  vaniihed,  lineal  walks  im- 
mediately enveloped  the  flight 
fcene,  and  names  and  infcriptions 
in  box  again  fucceeded  tocompen- 
fate  for  the  daring  introdudlion  of 
nature. 

In  the  paintings  found  at  Her* 
culaneum  are  a  ttw  traces  of  gar- 
dens, as  may  be  feen  in  the  fe- 
cond  volume  of  the  prints.  They 
are  fmall  fqnare  incJofures  formed 
by  trellis-work,  and  efpaliersf, 
and  regularly  ornamented  with 
vafes,  fountains  and  careatides, 
elegantly  fymmetrical,  and  proper 
for  the  narrow  {paces  allotted  to  the 
garden  of  a  houfe  in  a  capital  city. 
From  fnch  I  would  not  banilh  thofe 
playful  waters  that  refrcfh  a  fultry 
'manfion  in  town,  nor  the  neat  trel- 
lis, which  preferves  its  wooden  ver- 
dure better  than  natural  greens 
expofed  to  dnft.  Thofe  treillagea 
in  the  gardens  at  Paris,  particu- 
larly on  the  Boulevard,  have  a  gay 
and  delightful  efFea.»They  form 
light  corridores,  and  tranfpicuoua 
arbours  through  which  the  fan* 


*  Dr.  Plot,  in  his  natural  hiftory  of  Oxfordihire,  p.  3S0,  feems  to  bavo 
bit n  a  great  admirer  of  trees  carved  into  the  mod  heterogeneous  forms,  which 
he  calls  topiary  ivoris,  and  quotes  one  Lauremberrius  for  faying  that  the  £ng- 
li(h  are  as  expert  as  mod  nations  in  that  kind  of  iculpture}  for  which  Hamp- 
ton-court was  panicuiarly  remarkable.  The  doAor  then  names  other  gardens 
that  flouri£bed  with  animals,  and  caftlet,  formed  arte  topiaria,  and  above  all  a 
wren'f  neft  that  was  capacious  enough  te  .receive  a  man  to  fit  on  a  feat  made 
within  it  for  that  purpofe. 

f  At  Warwick'CalUe  is  an  ancient  fuit  of  arras,  in  which  there  is  a  garden 
cjcaaiy  refcmbling  thefe  pi^lures  of  Herculaneum. 
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married y  a  doable  inclofure  of 
thirteen  gardens,  each  I  fuppo^ 
not  an  hundred  feet  fqoare,  with 
an  enfilade  of  correfpondent  gates  ; 
and  before  yon  arrived  at  thefe, 
you  pa^ed  ^  narrow  got  betweea 
two  Hone  terraffes,  that  rofe  above 
yoar  head,  and  which  were  crown* 
fid  by  a  line  of  pyramidal  yews. 

Yet  though  thefe  and  (uch  pre* 
pollerous  inconveniencies  prevailed 
from  age  to  age,  good  fenfe  in 
this  country  had  perceived  the  want 
of  fomethingat  once  more  grand 
and  more  natural.  Thefe  refleft- 
ions  and  the  boupds  fet  (o  the  wafle 
made  by  royal  fpoilers,  gave  ori- 
gine  to  parks.  They  were  con- 
traded  forefts,  and  extended  gar- 
dens. Hen tzner  fays,  that  accord- 
ing to  Rous  of  Warwick  the  firft 
park  was  that  at  WoodAock.  If 
to,  it  might  be  the  foundation  of 
a^  legend  tKat  Henry  11.  fecured 
hu  miftrefs  in  a  labyrinth  :  it  was 
no  doubt  more  difiicult  to  Had  her 
in  a  park  than  in  a  palace,  whem 
the  intricacy  of  the  woods  and  va- 
rious lodges  buried  in  covert  might 
conceal  her  adlual  habitation. 

It  is  more  extraordinary  that 
having  fa  long  ago  Humbled  on 
the  principle  o? modern  gardening, 
we  Ihouid  have  perlifled  in  retain- 
ing its  reverfe,  fymmecrical  and 
unnatural  gardens.  That  parks 
were  rare  in  other  countries,  Hentz- 
ner,  who  travelled  over  great  part 
of  Europe,  leads  ns  to  fuppofe,  by 
obferving  that  they  were  common 
in  England.  In  France  they  re- 
tain the  name,  but  nothing  is 
more  different  both  in  compafs  and 
difpofition.  Their  parks  are  nfnal- 
ly  fquafe  or  oblong  inclofures  re- 
gularly planted  with  walks  of  chef- 
nuts  or  limes,  andg^enerally  every 
large  town  has  one  for"  its  public 

M  4.  recre« 
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,l}eams  play  and  chequer  the  (hade, 
fet  off  the  ftatues,  vafes  and  flow- 
ers, that^  marry  with  their  gaudy 
botels,  and  fuit  the  galant  and  idle 
fociety  who  paint  the  walks  be* 
cween  their  parterres,  and  realize 
the  fantaftic  fcenes  of  Watteau 
and  Darfe« 

We  do  not  precifely  know  what 
car  anceftors  meant  by  a  bower, 
it  was  probably  an  arbour ;  fome- 
times  it  meant  the  whole  frittered 
inclofure,  and  in  one  inftance  it 
certainly  included  a  labyrinth. 
Rofamond's  bower  was  indifput- 
ably  of  that  kind,  though  whether 
Gompofed  of  vvalls  or  hedges  we 
cannot  determine*  A  fquare  and 
a  round  labyrinth  were  k>  capital 
ingredients  of  ^  garden  formerly, 
that  in  Du  Cerceau's  architedlure, 
who  lived  in  the  time  of  Charles 
IX.  and  Henry  IH.  theve  is  fcarce 
a  ground-plot  without  one  of  each. 
The  enchantment  of  antique  ap- 
pellations has  confecrated  a  pleaf- 
ing  idea  of  a  royal  reiidence,  of 
which  we  now  regret  the  exiinflion^ 
•Havering  in  the  bower,  the  join-  ^ 
cure  of  many  dowager  queens,  con- 
veys to  us  the  notion  of  a  romantic 
fcenc. 

In  Kip's  views  of  the  feats  of 
our  nobility  and  gentry,  we  fee 
the  fame  tireibme  and  retorning 
uniformity.  Every  hpufe  is  ap-i 
proached  by  two  or  three  gardens, 
confiding  perhaps  of  a  gravel- walk 
and  two  grafs- plats,  or  borders  of 
flowers.  Each  rifes  above  the 
other  by  two  or  three  Heps,  and 
as  many  walls  and  terraffes ;  and 
fo  many  iron-gates,  that  we  re- 
coiled thofe  ancient  romances,  in 
which  every  entrance  was  guarded 
by  nymphs  or  dragons.  At  lady  . 
Orford's  at  Piddleton  in  Dorfet- 
ftire«  there  wa5»  when  my  brother 
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recreation.  They  are  exadly  like 
Barton's  court  at  Chelfea-college^ 
and  rarely  larger.   « 

One  man/  one  great  man  we 
had^  on  wHom  nor  education  nor 
cailom  could  impofe  their  preju- 
dices; who,  on  e*vi/  days  thou^b 
fallen i  and  futith  darknefs  ^and foli^ 
tude  compaffed  round  %  judged  that 
the  miftaken  and  faDtaftic  orna- 
ments he  had  feen  in  gardens, 
were  unworthy  of  the  Almighty 
hand  that  platited  tl^e  delight^  of 
Paradife,  He  feems  with  thp 
prophetic  eye  of  taile  [as  I  have 
heard  tafte  well  defined]  to  have 
conceived,  to  have  forefeen  mo- 
Hern  gardening  \  as  Lord  Bacon 
announced  the  difcoveries  fmce 
made  by  ^xperin).ental  philofophy. 
The  defcription  of  Eden  is  a 
warmer  and  more  juft  pidlure  of 
the  prefent  ftyle  than  Claud  Lor- 
rain  c(7uld  have  painted  from  Hag- 
ley  or  Stourhead.  The  firfi  lines  I 
ihali  quote,  exhibit  Stourhead  on 
a  morQ  magnificent  fcale. 

Tbro'  Eden  went  a  xvttr  large, 
Nor  changed  his  courfe,   but  thro'    the 

fliaggy  hiJl 
Pari*d  underneath  ingulpb'd,  for  God  had 

thrown 
That  mountain  as  his  garden-mound,  hi^h 

rais'd 
Upon  the  rapid  current—^ 

Hagley  feems  piflured  in  what  fol- 
lows, 

which  through  veins 
pi  porops  earth  with  kindly  thirft  up- 
drawn, 
KoTc  a  fi^ih  fouptam,  ai^d  wjth  many  a 

rill 
TJ^ater'd  the  garden— 

What  colouring,  wljat  freedom  of 
pencil,  what  landfcape  in  tHefe 
lines, 

•--  from  that  faphire   fount  the  crifpcd 

brpoksi 
Kolilng  on  orient  pearl  and  fands  oi  goldj 


With  mazy  error  under  pendent  ihades 
Ran  ne£tar,  viiiting  each  plant,  and  fed 
Flow'rs  worthy  of  Paradtfe,  which  00c 

nict  art 
In  bed*  and  curious  knots*  but  natwf 

boon 
PourM  forth  profufe  op  hill  and  dale  asd 

plain. 
Both  where  the  morning  fun  firft  warmly 

fmote 
The  cfea  foldp  and  where  the  ucpierc'd 

ftiade 
^mbfowp'd  the  noon-tide  bow*rs«— 72m 

was  this  place 
A  happy  rural  ftat  cf  various  view* 

Read  this  tranfporting  defcription^ 
paint  to  your  mind  the  fcenes  that 
follow,  contrail  them  with  the  fa- 
vage  but  refpedable  terror  with 
which  the  poet  guards  the  bounds 
of  his  Paradife,  fenced 

7-^-7  with  the  chapnpion  head 
Of  a  ftecp'wildcmeft,  whofe  hairy  fides 
With  thicket  overgrown,   grotcfquc  and 

wild 
Accefs  denied ;  and  over  head  upgrevr 
Infuperable  height  of  loftleft  (hade. 
Cedar  and  pine,  and  fir,  and  branching 

palm, 
A  fylvan  fcene,  and  as  the  ranks  afcend. 
Shade  above  ihade,  a  woody  theatre 
Of  (latelieft  view---- 

and  then  recolleft  that  the  author 
of  this  fublime  vifion  had  never 
fcen  a  glimpfe  of  any  thing  like 
what  he  has  imagined,  that  his 
favourite  ancients  had  dropped  not 
a  hint  of  fuch  divine  fccnery,  an4 
that  the  conceits  in  Italian  |;ar- 
dens,  and  Theobalds  and  Non- 
fuch^  were  the  brighteft  originals 
that  his  memory  could  furnifh. 
His  i  n.  tell  eft  ual  eye  faw  a  nobler 
plan,  fo  little  did  he  fuffcr  by  the 
lofs  of  fight.  It  fufficed  him  to  have 
fpen  the  materials  with  which  he 
could  work.  The  vigour  of  a 
boundlefs  imagination  told  him' 
how  a  plan  might  be  difpofed, 
that  would  embellifii  nature,  and 
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Deftore  art  to  its  proper  office,  the 
juft  improvement  or  imitation  of 
it. 

It  is  neceiTary  that  the  concurr 
rent  tedimony  of  the  age  fhould 
/wear  to  pofterity  that  the  d'efcrip- 
tioti  above  -  qiioted  was  writtei) 
above  half  a  century  before  the 
introdudiion  of  modern  gardening, 
or  our  incredulous  oefcendenc^ 
will  defraud  the  poet  of  half  his 
glory,  by  t>eiDg  perfuaded  that 
he  copied  fome  garden  or  gardens 
he  had  feen— fo  minutely  do  his. 
ideas  correfpond  with  the  prefcnt 
ilandard.  But  what  fhall  we  fay 
for  that  intervening  half  century 
who  could  read  that  plan  and  ne-> 
ver  attempt  to  put  it  in  execution  ? 

Now  iet  us '  turn  to  a^  admired 
writer,  pofterior  to  ^ilton,  and 
fee  how  cold,  how  infipid,  how 
taftelefs  is  his  account  of  what  he 
pronounced  a  perf6&.  garden.  I 
Ijpeak  nof  of  his  ftyle,  which  it 
was  not  neceiTary  for  him  to  ani- 
piate  with  the  colouring  and  ^low 
of  poetry.  It  is  his  want  of  ideas, 
of  iQiaginationi  of  talle,  that  I 
cenfure,  when  he  dii3ated  On  a 
fubjed  that  is  capable  of  all  the 
graces  that  a  knowledge  of  beau- 
tiful nature  can  beilow.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Temple  ^iras  an  excellent 
man ;  Milton^  a  genius  of  the  firll 
order. 

We  cannot  wonder  that  Sir  Wil- 
liam declares  in  favour  of  par- 
terres, fountains  and  ilatues,  as 
neceiTary  to  break  the  famenefs  of 
large  grafs-plats,  which  he  thinjcs 
have  an  ill  effeft  upon  the  eye, 
when  he  acknowledges  .  that  he 
difcovers  fancy  in  the  gardins  of 
Alcinouj;.  A^ilton  ftudied  the  an- 
jcients  with  equal  enthuiiafm,  but 
no  bigotry,  ai>d  had  judgment  to 


diilinguiih  between  the  want  Qf  in» 
vention  and  the  beauties  of  poe« 
try.  Compare  his,  Paradife  witj^ 
fiomer's  garden,  .both  afgril^ed.  to 
a  celeftiaf  dcfign.  For  Sir  WiU 
liam,  it  is  juH  to  obferve,  that 
his  ideas  centered  in  a  fruit-gar- 
den* He  had  the  honour  of  giv<^ 
ing  to  his  country  many  delicato 
fruits,  and  he  thought  of  little  el& 
than  difpoiing  them  to  the  beft 
advantage.  {lere  is  the  paiTage 
I  propoied  to  quote ;  it  is  long^ 
but  I  need  not  make  an  apology 
to  the  reader  for  entertaining  him 
with  any  other  words  inllead  of  my 
own, 

*'  The  bell  figure  ofa  garden  is 
either  a  fquare  or  an  oblong,  and 
either  upon  a  flat  or  a  defcent; 
they  have  all  their  beauties,  but 
the  beil  I  efleem  an  oblong  upon  a 
defcent.  The  beauty^  the  air» 
the  view  makes  amends  for  th^o 
expence,  which  is  very  great  ia 
finifhing  and  fupporting  the  terras** 
walk,  in  levelling  the  parterres^ 
and  in  the  flone-flairs  that  are  ne* 
ceiTary  from  one  to  the  oth^r, 

*'  The  perfeftefl  figure  of  z 
garden  I  ever  faw,  either  at  home 
or  abroad,  was  that  of  Moor-park 
in  Hertfordihire,  when  I  knew  it 
about  thirty  years  ago.,  It  wa^ 
made  b)«the  Countefs  of  Bedford^ 
eHeemed  among  the  greatefl  wits 
of  her  time,  and  celebrated  by 
Doflor  Donne ;  and  with  very  great 
care,  excellent  contrivance  and 
much  cod ;  but  greater  fums  may 
be  thrown  away  without  effect  pr 
honour,  if  there  want  fenfe  in  pro- 
portion to  money,  or  if  nature  hg 
not  folla^ed^  which  I  take  to  be 
the  great  rule  in  this,  and  perhaps 
in  every  thing  elfe,  as  far  as  tl\c 
condu^  not  only  of  our  lives,  but 
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tour  gevernmcnts."  [We  fhall  fee 
how  natural  that  admired  garden 
was.] 

**  Becatife  I  take  •  the  garden 
I  have  named  to  have  been  in  all 
kinds  the  moft  beautiful  and  per- 
U6i^  at  leaft  in  the  figure  and  dif- 
poiition,  that  I  have  ever  feeh«  I 
will  defcribe  it  for  a  model  to 
thofe  that  meet  with  fuch  a  iltua-^ 
tion^  and  are  above  the  regards  of 
common  expence.  It  lies  on  the 
£iie  of  a  hill,  upon  which  the 
honfe  ftands,  but  not  very  deep. 
The  length  of  the  houfe,  where 
the  beft  rooms  and  moft  afe  or 
pleafure  are,  lies  upon  the  breadth 
of  the  garden ;  the  great  parlour 
opens  in  the  middle  of  a  terras 
gravel- walk  that  lies  even  with  it, 
and  which  may  lie,  as  I  remember, 
about  three  hundred  paces  long, 
and  broad  in  proportion  ;  the  bor- 
der fet  with  flandard  laurels  and 
at  large  diftances,  which  have  the 
beauty  of  orange-trees  out  of  flow- 
er and  fruit.  From  this  walk  are 
three  defcents  by  many  ilone  (teps, 
in  the  middle  and  at  each  end, 
into  a  very  large  parterre.  This 
is  divided  into  quarters  by  gravel- 
walks,  and  adorned  with  two  foun- 
tains and  eight  ftatues  in  the  feve- 
ral  quarters.  At  the  end  of  the 
terras-walk  aretwo  fummer-houfes, 
and  the  fides  of  the  parterre  are 
ranged  with  two  large  doifters 
open  to  the  garden,  upon  arches 
of  ftone,  and  ending  with  two 
other  fummer-houfes  even  with 
the  doifters,  which  are  paved  with 
ftone,  and  dcfigned  for  walks  of 
(hade,  there  being  none  other  in 
the  whole  parterre.     Over  thefe 


two  doifters  are  two  tcrrallcs  co- 
vered with  lead  and  fenced  Svith 
balufters ;  and  the  paiTage  into 
thefe  airy  walks  is  out  of  the  tuo 
fummer-houfes  at  the  end  of  the 
firft  terras -walk.  The  cloifter 
facing  the  fouth  is  covered  with 
vines,  and  would  have  been  pro- 
per for  an  orange-houfc,  and  the 
other  for  myrtles  or  other  more 
common  greens,  and  had,  I  doubt 
not,  been  caft  for  that  purpofe, 
if  this  piece  of  gardening  had 
been  then  in  as  much  vogue  as  it 
is  now. 

**  From  the  middle  of  this  par- 
tcrre  is  a  defcent  by  many  fteps 
flying  on  eath  fide  of  a  grotto  that 
lies  between  them,  covered  with 
lead  and  flat,  into  the  lower  gar- 
den, which  is  all  fruit-trees  rang- 
ed about  the  feveral  quarters  of  a 
wilderncfs  which  is  very  fhady; 
the  walks  here  are  all  green,  the 
grotto  embelliftied  with  figures  of 
ihell-rock-work,  fountains,  and 
water-works.  If  the  hill  had  not 
jcnded  with  the  lower  garden,  and 
the  wall  were  not  bounded  by  a 
common  way  that  goes  through 
the  park,  they  might  have  added 
a  third  quarter  of  all  greens ;  but 
this  want  is  fupplied  by  a  garden 
on  the  other  fide  the  houfe,  which 
is  all  of  that  fort,  very  wild,  fliady, 
and  adorned  with  rough  rock-work 
and  fountains. 

*'  This  was  Mopr-park,  when 
I  was  acquainted  with  it,  and  the 
fweeteft  place,  I  think,  that  I  have 
feen  in  my  life,  cither  before  or 
fince,  at  home  or  abroad." — 

I  will  make  no  fartlier  remarks 
on   this   defcription.      Any   man 


*  The  garden  feems  to  have  been  made  after  the  plan  laid  down  by  Lord 
Bacon  in  hi»  46th  eflay,  to  which,  that  I  may  not  multiply  quotations,  I  will 
refer  the  reader. 
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particnlar  word  to  exprefs  it;  and 
.  where  they  find  it  hit  their  eye  at 
firft  fight,  they  fay  that  Shara- 
wadgi  IS  fine  or  is  admirable,  or 
any  fnch  cxpreflion  of  efteem— bnt 
I  ihould  hardly  advife  anyof  theie 
attempts  in  the  iigure  of  gardens 
among  us,  the/  are  adventures  of 
too  hard  atchievement  for  any- 
common  hands ;  and  though  there 
may  be  more  honour  if  they  fuc- 
ceed  well,  yet  there  is  more  diiho- 
nour  if  they  fail,  and  it  is  twenty^ 
to  one  they  will ;  whereas  in  re- 
gular figures,  it  is  hard  to  make 
any  great  and  remarkable  faults.''  - 

Fortunately  Kent  and  a  few 
others  were  not  quite  fo  timid,  or 
we  might  flill  be  going  up  and 
down  ftairs  in  the  open  air. 

It  is  true,  we  have  heard  much  ' 
lately,  as  Sir  William  Temple  did, 
of  irregularity  and  imitati6ns  of 
nature  in  the  gardens  or  grounds 
of  the  Chinefc.  The  former  is 
certainly  true  ;  they  are  as  whim- 
fically  irregular,  as  European  gar- 
dens are  formally  uniform,  and  un- 
varied—but with  regard  to  nature, 
it  feems'  as  much  avoided,  as  in  the 
fquares  and  oblongs,  and  ilrait  lines 
of  our  anceftors.  An  artificial  per- 
pendicular rock  ftarting  out  of  a  flat 
plain,  and  connefted  with  nothing, 
often  pierced  through  in  various 
places  with  oval  hollows,  has  no 
more  pretention  to  be  deemed  na- 
tui;al  than  a  lineal  terrafs  or  a  par* 
terre.  The  late  Mr.  Jofeph  Spence, 
who  had  both  tafte  and  zeal  for  the 
prefent  ftyle,  was  fo  perfuaded  of 
the  Chinefe  emperor's  pleafure- 
ground  being  laid  out  on  princi- 
ples refembling.  ours,  that  he 
tranflated  and  publifhed,  under 
the  name  of  Sir  Harry  Beaumont, 
a  particular  account  of  that  inclo- 
fure    from  the  colledion  of  the 

letters 


might  defign  and  huild  as  fweet 
a  garden  who  had  been  bom  in 
and  never  ftirred  out  of  Holbourn. 
It  was  not  peculiar  to  Sir  William 
Temple  to  think  in  that  manner. 
How  many  Frenchmen  are  there 
who  have  feen  our  gardens,  and 
Hill  prefer  natural  flights  of  fleps 
and  fhady  cloifters  covered  with 
lead !  Le  Nautre,  the  archited  of 
the  groves  and  grottoes  at  Ver- 
failles,  came  hither  on  a  miffion 
to  improve  our  tafte.  He  planted 
St.  James's  and  Greenwich  parks 
— no  great  moAuments  of  his  in- 
vention. 

.  To  do  farther  juftice  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam  Temple,  I  muft  not  omit 
what  he  adds.  **  What  I  have 
faid  of  the  beft  forms  of  gardens, 
is  meant  only  of  fuch  as  are  in  fome 
fort  regular ;  for  there  may  be  other 
forms  wholly  irregular,  that  may, 
for  aught  I  know,  have  more 
beauty  than  any  of  the  others ; 
but  they  muft  owe  it  to  fome  ex- 
traordinary difpofitions  of  nature 
in  the  feat,  or  fome  great  race  of 
fancy  or  judgment  in  the  contri'vance, 
which  may  reduce  many  difagree- 
ing  parts  into  fome  fgure,  which 
fliall  yet,  upon  the  whole,  be  very 
agreeable.  Something  of  this  I 
have  feen  in  fome  places,  but 
heard  more  of  it  from  others,  who 
have  lived  much  among  the  Chi- 
nefes,  a  people  whoic  way  of 
thinking  feems  to  lie  as  wide  of 
oars  in  Europe,  as  their  country 
does. — Their  greateft reach  of  ima- 

fination  is  employed  in  contriving 
gures,  where  the  beauty  (hall  be 
great  and  ftrike  the  eye,  but  with- 
out any  order  or  difpofitipn  of 
parts,  that  ftiall  be  commonly  or 
eaiily  obferved.  And  though  we 
have  hardly  any  notion  of  this 
fon  of  beauty,  yet  they  have  a 
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letters  of  the  Jefnlt^.  I  have 
looked  it  over,  and  except  a  de- 
termined  irregularity^  can  find  no- 
thing in  it  that  gives  me  any  idea 
of  attention  beipg  paid  to  nature. 
Iris  of  vail  drcnmference,  and  con- 
t^ns  200  palaces,  beAdes  as  many 
contiguous  for  the  eunuchs,  all 
gilt,  painted  and  varniihed.  There 
are  rai fed  hills  from  2Q  to  60  feet 
l\igh,  dreams  and  lakes,  and  one 
of  the  latter  five  miles  round. 
Thefe  waters  are  paiTed  by  bridges 
•—but  even  their  bridges  mud  not 
he  ftrait^they  ferpentize  as  much 
as  the  rivulets,  and  arie  fometimes 
fo  long  as  to  be  furniHied  with 
refting  places,  and  begin  and  end 
with  triumphal  arches,  Me- 
tninks  a  flrait  canal  is  as  rational 
at  leaft  as  a  maeandring  bridge. 
The  colonades  undulate  in  the 
fame  manner.  In  ihort,  this  pret- 
ty gaudy  fcene  is  the  work  of  ca- 
price and  whim ;  and  when  we  re- 
£edl  on  their  buildings,  prefents 
no  Image  but  that  of  unfubftantial 
tawdrinefs.  Nor  is  this  all.  With- 
in thi!>  fantaflic  Farad ife  is  a  fquare 
town,  each,  fide  a  mile  long.  Here 
the  eunuchs,  of  the  ycourt,  to  en^- 
tertain  his  imperial  majelly  with 
the  buille  and  bufinefs  of  the  capi- 
tal in  which  he  refides,  but  which 
it  is  not  of  his  dignity  ever  to  fee, 
ad  merchants  and  all  forts  of 
trades,  and  even  deiignedly  exer, 
cife  for  his  royal  amufement  every 
art  of  knavery  that  is  pradifeq 
under  his  aufpicious  government. 
Methinks  this  is  the  childifti  folace 
and  repofe  of  grandeur,  not  a  re- 
tirement from  affairs  to  the  de- 


•  On  the  piers  of  a  garden-gate  not  far  from  Paris  I  obrcrved  two  very  co-. 
auct  fphinxes.  Thele  iady  monfters  had  ftraw  hats  gracefully  fmait  on  one 
iide  ol  their  heads>  and  filf^en  cloaks  half  veiling  ;h«r  necks  ||  all  executed  in 
iloae. 


lights  of  raral  life.     Here  too  his     ] 
majeily  plays  at  agriculture  ;  there 
is  a  quarter  fet  apart  for  that  pur-     j 
pofe;  the  eunuchs  fow,  reap,  and     1 
carry  in  their  harveft  in  the  impe-     ^ 
rial  prefence ;  and  his  majefty  re* 
turns  to  Pekin  perfuaded  that  he 
has  been  in  the  country. 

Having  thus  cleared  my  way  by 
afcertaining  what  have  been  the 
ideas  on  gardening  in  all  ages, 
as  far  as  jve  have  materials  to  judge 
by,  it  remains  to  fhow  to  what  de- 
gree IVIr.  Kent  invented  the  new 
&ylc,  and  what  hints  he  had  re- 
ceived to  (uggefl  and  condud  his 
undertaking. 

We  have  feen  what  Moor-park 
was,  when  pronounced  a  flanctard. 
But  as  no  fucceeding  generation 
in  an  opulent  ajid  luxurious  coun- 
try contents  itfelf  with  the  perfec- 
tion ellabliihed  by  its  ancellors, 
more  perfecl  perfedion  was  ftill 
fought;  and  improvements  had 
gone  on,  till  London  and  Wife 
liad  (locked  our  gardens  with 
giants,  animals,  roonflers*,  coata 
of  arms  and  mottoes  in  yew,  box 
and  holly.  Abfurdity  could  go 
no  farther,  and  the  tide  turned. 
Bridgman,  the  ne^ft  fafhioDable 
defigner  of  gardens,  was  far  more 
chafte ;  and  whether  from  good 
fenfe,  or  that  the  nation  had  been 
ilruck  and  reformed  by  the  admi* 
rable  paper  in  the  Guardian^ 
N«  173,  he  baniihed  verdant 
fculpture,  and  did  pot  even  rcyert 
to  the  fquare  precidon  of  the  fore- 

foing  age.    He  enlarged  his  plans, 
ifdained  to  make  every  divifion 
tally  to  its  pppoAte,  and  though 
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he  ftlll  adhered  much  to  flralt 
walks  with  high  clipped  hedges , 
they  were  only  his  great  lines ; 
the  reft  he  divcrfified  by  wilder- 
nefsy  and  with  loofe  groves  of  oak, 
though  ftlll  within  iurroanding 
hedges.  I  have  obferved  in  the 
garden  •  at  Gubbins  in  Hertford- 
ihire  many  detached  thoughts,  that 
(Irongiy  indicate  the  dawn  of  mo- 
dern tafte.  As  his  reformation 
gained  footing,  he  ventured  far- 
ther, and  in  the  royal  garden  at 
Richmond  dared  to  introduce  cul- 
tivated fields,  and  even  morfels  of 
a  foreft  appearance,  by  the  iides  of 
tho(e  endlefs  and  tirefome  w%]ks, 
that  ftretched  out  of  one  into  ano- 
ther without  intermiffion.  But 
this  was  not  till  other  innovators  . 
had  broke  loofe  too  from  rigid  fym- 
metry. 

But  the  capital  ftroke,  the  lead- 
ing ftep  to  all  that  has  followed^ 
was  [I  believe  the  firft  thought  was 
Bridgman's]  the  deftrudion  of 
walls  for  boundaries,  and  the  in- 
vention of  fofbes — an  attempt  then 
deemed  fo  aftonifhing,  that  the 
common  people  called  them  Ha! 
Ha's  I  to  exprefs  their  fur  prize  at 
finding  a  fudd en  and  uhperceived 
check  to  their  walk. 

One  of  the  firft  gardens  planted 
in  this  fimple  though  ftill  formal 
ftyle,  was  my  father's  at  Hough- 
ton. It  was  laid  out  by  Mr.  Eyre, 
an  imitator  of  Br^dgman,  It  con- 
tains three- an(l- twenty  acres,  then 
reckoned  a  considerable  portion. 

I  call  a  funk  fence  the  leading 
ftep,  for  thefe  reafons.  No  fooner 
was  this  Ample  enchantment  made^ 


than  levelling,  mowing  and  roll* 
ing,  followed.  The  contiguous- 
ground  of  the  park  without  the 
funk  fenc^  was  to  he  harmonized 
with  th^awn  within ;  and  the 
garden  |n  its  turn  was  to  be  fet 
free  from  its  prim  regularity^  that 
it  might  aftort  with  the  wilder . 
country  without  The  funk  fenfe 
afcertained  the  fpecific  garden,  but 
that  it  might  not  draw  too  obvious 
a  line  of  diftin6Uon  between  the 
neat  and  the  rude,  the  contiguous 
out-lying  parts  came  to  be  includ- 
ed in  a  kind  of  general  defign : 
and  when  nature  was  taken  into 
the  plan,  under  improvements^ 
every  ftep  that  was  made,  pointed 
out  new  beauties  and  infpired  new 
ideas.  At  that  moment  appeared 
Kent,  painter  enough  to  tafte  the 
charms  of  land  Tea pe,  bold  and 
opinionative  enough  to  dare  and  to 
didate,  and  born  with  a  genius  to 
ftrike  out  a  great  fyftem  from  the 
twilight  of  imperfed  eftays.  He 
leaped  the  fence,  and  faw  that  all 
nature  was  a  garden.  He  felt  the 
delicious  contraftof  hill  and  vallev 
changing  imperceptibly  into  each 
other,  tafted  the  beauty  of  the 
gentle  fwell,  or  concave  fcoop, 
and  remarked  how  loofe  groves 
crowned  an  ea(y  eminence  with 
happy  ornament,  and  while  they 
called  in  the  diftant  view  between 
their  graceful  ftems,  removed  and 
extended  the  perfpedive  by  delu- 
five  comparifon. 

Thus  the  pencil  of  his  imagina- 
tion beftowed  all  the  arts  of  land- 
fcape  on  the  fcenes  he  handled. 
The  great  princtples  on  which  he 


*  Tht  feat  of  the  late  Sir  Jeremy  Sambroke.  It  bad  formerly  belonged  to 
Lady  Morei  mother-in-law  of  Sir  Thomas  More,  and  bad  been  tyrannically 
wrenched  froin  her  by  Henry  VIII.  on  the  execution  of  Sir  Thomasj  though 
xot  her  fon^  and  though  her  jointure  from  a  former  hufband. 

worked 
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worked  wcreperfpcflivc,  and  light 
and  (hade.  Groupes  of  trees  broke 
too  uniform  or  too  extenfive  a 
lawn  ;  evergreens  aiul^oods  were 
oppofed  to  the  glare  of  ^he  cbam- 
pain,  and  where  the  view'Vas  lefs 
fortunate,  or  fo  much  exp^fed  as 
to  be  beheld  at  once^  he  blotted 
ont  fbme  parts  by  thick  fhades,  to 
divide  it  into  variety,  or  to  make 
the  richeft  fcene  more  enchanting 
by  rcferving  it  to  a  farther  advance 
of  the  fpc6lator*s  ftcp.  Thus,  re- 
letting favourite  objefts,  and  veil- 
ing deformities  by  fcreens  of  plan- 
tation ;  fometimes  allowing  the 
radeft  wade  to  add  its  foil  to  the. 
richeft  theatre,  he  realized  the 
compofitions  of  the  greateft  mafters 
in  painting.  Where  objcds  were 
wanting  to  animate  his  horizon, 
his  tafte  as  an  architeft  could  be- 
How  immediate  termination. 

But  of  all  the  beauties  he  added 
to  the  face  of  this  beautiful  conn- 
try,  none  furpaffed  his  manage- 
ment of  water.  Adieu  to  canals, 
circular  hafons,  and  cafcades  tum- 
bling down  marble  fteps,  that  laft 
abfurd  magnificence  of  Italian  and 
French  villas.  The  forced  eleva- 
tion of  cataracts  was  no  more. 
The  gentle  ftream  was  taught  to 
ferpentize  feemingly  at  its  pleafure, 
and  where  difcontinued  by  difFer- 
enf  levels,  its  courfe  appeared  to 
be  concealed  by  thickets  properly 
interfperfed,  and  glittered  again 
at  a  diftance  where  it  might  be 
fuppofed  naturally  to  arrive.  Its 
borders  were  fmoothed,  but  pre- 
ferved  their  waving  irregularity. 
A  few  tl-ees  fcattered  here  and 
there  on  its  edges  fprinkled  the 
tame  bank  that  accompanied  its 
maeahders ;  and  when  it  difappear- 
ed  among  the  hills,  fhades  de- 
fc^dipg  from  the  heights  leaned 


towards  nts  progrefs,  and  framed 
the  diflant  point  of  light  under 
which  it  was  loft,  as  it  turned  a£de 
to  either  hand  of  the  blue  horizon. 

Thus  dealing  in  none  but  the 
colours  of  nature,  and  catching  iu 
moft  favourable  features,  men  faw 
a  new  creation  opening  before  their 
eyes.  The  living  landfcape  was 
chaftened  or  poliftied,  not  cranf- 
formcd.  Freedom  was  given  to 
the  forms  of  trees ;  they  extended 
their  branches  unreftri£ted,  and 
where  any  eminent  oak,  or  mafter 
beech  had  efcaped  maiming  and 
furvived  the  foreft,  bufh  and  bram- 
ble was  removed,  and  all  its  ho- 
nours were  reftored  to  diftingnifh 
and  ihade  the  plain.  Where  the 
united  plumage  of  an  ancient  wood 
extended  wide  its  undulating  ca* 
nopy,  and  ftood  venerable  in  its 
darknefs,  Kent  thinned  the  fbre- 
moft  ranks,  and  lefc  but  fo  nulnjr 
detached  and  fcattered  trees,  as 
foftened  the  approach' of  gloom  and 
blended  a  chequered  light  with  the 
thus  lengthened  fhadows  of  the  re- 
maining columns. 

Succeeding  artifts  have  added 
new  m^fter-ftrokes  to  thefe  touches ; 
perhaps  improved  or  brought  to 
perfedlion  fome  that  I  have  named. 
The  incrodadiion  of  foreign  trees 
and  plants,  which  we  owe  princi- 
pally to  Archibald  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyle,  contributed  efientially  to  the 
nchnefs  of  colouring  fo  peculiar  to 
our  modern  landfcape.  The  mix- 
ture of  various  greens,  the  contraft 
of  forms  between  our  forcft-trces 
and  the  northern  and  Weft-Indian 
firs  and  pines,  are  improvements 
more  recent  than  Kent,  or  but  lit- 
tle known  to  him.  The  weeping- 
willow  and  every  florid  Arab,  eaai 
tree  of  delicate  or  bold  leaf,  are 
new  tints  in  the  compofition  of  our 
gardens. 
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gardens.  The  laft  century  was 
certainly  acquainted  with  many  of 
thofe  rare  plants  we  now  admire. 
The  Wcymouth-pinelias  long  been 
naturalized  here ;  the  patriarch 
plant  fUll  e^fts  at  Longleat.  The 
light  and  graceful  acacia  was 
known  as  early ;  witnefs  thofe  an- 
cient ilems  in  the  court  of  Bedford- 
hottfe  in  Bloom  (bury- fquare  ;  and 
in  the  Biihop  pf  London's  garden 
at  Fulham  are  many  exotics  of 
Tcry  ancicDt  date.  1  doubt  there- 
fore whether  the  difficulty  of  pre- 
ferving  them  in  a  clime  fo  foreign 
to  their  aature  did  not  convince 
our  anceftors  of  their  inutility  in 
general y  nnlefs  the  (hapelinefs  of 
the  lime  and  horfe-chei'nut,  which 
accorded  fo  well'  with  eftabliihed 
regularity,  and  which  thence  and 
from  their  novelty  grew  in  fafliion, 
did  not  occafion  the  negled  of  the 
more  curious  plants. 

That  Kent's  ideas  were  but  rare- 
ly great,  was  in  fome  meafure 
owing  to  the  novelty  of  his  art.  It 
would  have  been  difficult  to  have 
tranfported  the  Style  of  gardening 
at  once  from  a  few  acres  to  tum- 
bling of  foreils :  and  though  new 
faihions  often  lead  men  to  the  moft 
oppofite  excefles,  it  could  not 
be  the  cafe  in  gardening,  where 
the  experiments  would  have  been 
fo  expenfive.  Yet  it  is  true 
too  that  the  features  in  Kent's 
landfcapes  were  feldom  majeftic. 
His  clumps  were  puny,  he  aimed 
at  immediate  effed,  and  planted 
not  for  futurity.  One  fees  no  large 
woods  iketched  out  by  his  diredlion. 
Nor  are  we  yet  entirely  rifen  above 
a  too  great  frequency  of  fmall 
clumps,  efpecially  in  the  elbows 
of  ierpentine  rivers.  How  com- 
mon to  fee  three  or  four  beechcsj 


then  as  many  larches,  a  third  knot 
of  cypreiTes,  and  a  revolution  ofall, 
three !  Kent's  laft  deiigns  were  in 
a  higher  ftyle,  as  his  ideas  opened 
on  fuccefs.  The  north  terras  at 
Clare m on t  was  much  fuperior  to  the 
reft  of  the  garden. 

A  return  of  fome  particular 
thoughts  was  common  to  him  with 
other  painters,  and  made  his  kavd 
known.  A  fmall  lake  edged  by 
a  winding  bank  with  fcattered  trees 
that  led  to  a  feat  at  the  head  of  the 
pond,  was  common  to  Claremont, 
Eiher,  and  others  of  his  deixgns. 
At  Eftier, 

Where  Kent  and  natvre  vied  for  Peliutn^ 
love, 

the  profpe^ls  more  than  aided  the^ 
painter's  genius. — They  marked 
out  the  points  where  his  art  was 
neceflary  or  not;  but  thence  left 
his  judgment  in  poffeffion  of  all  its 
glory. 

Having  routed  frcfejfed  art,  for 
the  niodern  gardener  exerts  his  ta- 
lents to  conceal  his  art,  Kent,  like ' 
other  reformers,  knew  not  how 
'to  ftop  at  the  juft  limits.  He  had 
followed  nature,  and  imitated  her 
fo  happily,  that  he  began  to  think 
all  her  works  were  equally  proper 
for  imitation.  In  Ken fington- gar- 
den he  planted  dead  trees,  to  give 
a  greater  air  of  truth  to  the  fcene 
—but  he  was  foon  laughed  out  of 
this  excefs:  His  ruling  principle 
was,  that  nature  abhors  aftrait  line* 
—His  mimics,  for  every  eenius 
has  his  apes,  feemed  to  think  that 
fhe  *could  love  nothing  but  what 
was  crooked.  Yet  fo  many  men  of 
tafte  of  all  ranks  devoted  them* 
felves  to  the  new  improvements, 
that  it  is  farprizing  how  much 
i>eauty  has  been  ftruck  out,  with 
how  few  abfttrdities.   Still  in  foae  • 
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light •  the  reforniation  feema  to  xne 
to  have  been  pufhed  too  far. 
Though  an  avenue  crofTing  a  park 
or  feparating  a  lawn,  and  inter- 
cepting views  from  the  feat  to 
ivhich  it  leads,  are  capital  fault^^ 
yet  a  -great  avenue  •  cut  through 
woods,  perhaps  before  entering  a 
park,  has  a  noble  air.  In  other 
places  the  total  banifhment  of  all 
particular  neatnefs  immediately 
about  a  hottfe,  which  is  frequently 
left  gazing  by  itfelf  in  the  middle 
of  a  park,  is  a  defedt.  Sheltered 
and  even  clofe  walks  in  fo  very 
uncertain  a  climate  as  ours,  are 
cbmrdrts  ill  exchanged  for  the  few 
piAurefque  da^ys  that  we  enjoy: 
and  whenever  a  family  can  pur- 
loin a  warm  and  even  fometn^ng 
of  an  old  faAiioned  garden  from 
the  landfcape  defigncd  for  them 
by  the  undertaker  in  fafliion,  with- 
out  interfering  with  the  pifture,, 
they  will  find  ?atisfaf> ions  on  thofe 
days  that  do  not  invite  llrangers  to 
come  and  fee  their  improvements. 

Fountains  have  with  great  rea- 
fbn  been  banifhed  fVoin  gardens  as 
unnatural ;  but  it  furprizes  me 
that  they  have  not  been  allotted  to 
their  proper  pofitions,  to  cities, 
tQwns,  and  the  courts  of  great 
houfes,  as  proper  aocompanimencs 
to  archite£lure,  and  as  works  of 
grandeur  in  thcmfelves.  Their 
decorations  admit  the  utmoft  in* 
vention,  and  when  the  waters  are 
thrown  up  to  different  flages,  and 
tumble  over  their  border,  nothing 
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has  a  more  impofing  or  a  more  re*  [ 
frelhing  found.,  A  palace  demands 
its  external  graces  and  attributes, 
as  much  as  a  garden.  Fountains 
and  cyprefles  peculiarly  become 
buildings,  and  po  man  can  have 
been  at  Rome^  and  feen  the  vaft 
bafons  of  marble  daihed  with  per- 
petual cafcades  in  the  area  of  St. 
Peter^s,  without  retaining  an  idea 
of  talle  and  fplendor.  Thofe  in 
the  piazza  Navona  are  as  uieful  as 
fublimely  conceived. . 

Grottoes  in  this  climate  ate  re- 
celfes  only  to  be  looked  at  tran- 
fiently.  When  they  arc  r^ularly 
compofed  within  of  fymmerry  and 
architeAure,  as  in  Italy,  they  are 
only  fplendid  improprieties.  The 
moft  judicioufly,  indeed  mod  for- 
tunately placed  grotto,  is  that  a^ 
Stourhead,  where  the  river  buHb 
from  the  urn  of  its  god^  and  palTctf 
on  its  coarfe  through  the  cave. 

But  it  is  not  my  bufinefs  to  lay 
down  rules  for  gardens,  bnt  to  give 
the  kiftory  of  them.  A  fyftem  of 
rules  puihed  to  a  great  degree  of 
refinement,  and  collefled  mm  the 
beft  examples  and  pradice,  has 
been  lately  given  in  a  book  inti- 
tuled Ob/irvations  on  nndtru  Gar* 

The  author  divides  his  fabjed 
into  gardens,  pafks,  farms,  and 
riding).  I  do  not  mean  to  find 
fault  with  this  divifion.  DirefUons 
are  requifite  to  each  kind,  and 
each  has  its  department  at  many 
of  the  great  fcenes  from  whence 


'*  Of  this  kind  one  of  the  moft  noble  is  thkt  of  Stanfteid,  the  feat  of  the 
Earl  of  Halifax,  traverfing  an  ancient  wood  for  two  miles  and  bounded  by  the 
fe*a.  The  very  cxtenfive  lawns  at  that  feat,  richly  inclofed  by  venerable  beecK 
Woods,  artd  chequeifd  by  fingle  beeches  of  vaft  fizC,  pirticularly  when  you 
ftind  in  the  portfcb  of  the  temple  and  furvcy  the  landfcape  that  waftes  itfelf  in 
rrvert  bf  broken  fea,  recall  fuch  exaA  pi6lares  of  Claud  Lortain,  that  it  is  dif- 
^liiitti  concf  tve  that  lie  did  aet  paint  them  from  this  very  fpot.* 
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ht  drew  his  obfervations.     In  the 
hiltoric  light,    I  dillinguifh  them 
into  the  garden  that  connects  it- 
iclf  with  a  parky '  into  the  orna- 
mented fsLrm,  and  into  the  foreft 
or  favage  garden.    Kent,  as  I  have 
ihown,  invented  or  eftabliflied  the 
firft   fort.      Mr.  Philip  Southcoce 
founded  the  fecond  or  ferme  ornee, 
of  which  is  a  very  ju  ft  defeription 
in  the.  author  I  have  been  quoting. 
Xhe    third    I    think   he  has.  not 
enough    diftinguilhed.      I    mean 
that,  kind  of  alpine  fcene,  com**- 
pofed  almolt  wholly  of  pines  and 
£rs,  a  few  birch,  and   fuch  trees 
as  aflimilate   with   a   favage    and 
mountainous  country.  Mr.  Charles 
Hamilton,    at  Pain's-hill,    in  my 
opinion  has  given  a  perfect  exam- 
ple of  this  mode  in   the   utmoll 
boundary  of  his  garden*     All  is 
great  and  foreign   and  rude;  the 
walks  fcem  not  deiigned,  but  cut 
through  the  wood  of  pines ;  an4 
the  ilyle  of  the  whole  is  fo  grand^ 
and  coniiu6led  with  fo  ferious  an 
air  of  wild  and  uncultivated  ex- 
•tenty  that   when   you  look   down 
on   this  feeming   forell,    you   are 
amazed  to  find  it  contain  a  very 
few  acres*     In  general,  except  as 
a  fcreen  to  conceal  fome  deformi- 
ty»  or  as  a  fhelter  in  winter,  I  am 
not   fond   of  total    plantations  df 
evcr-greens.       Firs    in    particular 
form  a  very  ungraceful  fummit,  all 
broken  into  angles. 
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tico,  the  Palladian  bridge,  the 
Gothic  ruin,  the  Chinefe  pagoda^ 
that  furpriafie  the  Granger,  foon 
lofe  their  charms  to  their  furfeited 
mailer.  The  lake  that  floats  the 
valley  is  dill  more  lifelefs,  and  itii 
lord  feldom  enjoys  his  expence  but 
when  he  (hows  it  to  a  vifiter*  But 
the  ornament  whofe  merit  fooneft 
fades,  is  the  hermitage  or  fcene 
adapted  to  contemplation.'  It  is 
a] mod  comic  to  fet  aflde  a  quarter 
of  one's  garden  to  be  melancholy 
in. 

The  rood  imminent  danger  that 
threatens   the   prefenfi    as  it  has 
ever  done,  all   tade  is  the  purfuit 
of   variety.      A    modern    French 
writer  has  in  a  very  aifeded  phrafe 
given  a  jud  account  of  this,  I  will 
call  it,  d  idem  per.     He  fays.  Pen- 
nui  du  beau  amene  le  gout  du  fingu^ 
lUr,     The  noble  fimplicfty  of  the 
Augudan  age  was  driven  put  by  f^lfe 
tade.  The  gigantic,  the  puerile,  the 
quaint,  and  at  lad  the  barbarous^ 
and  the  monkidi,   had  each  their 
fuccedive    admirers.      Muiic    has 
been  improved,  till  it  is  a  fcience 
of  tricks  and  flight  of  hand :  the 
fober  greatncfs  of  Titian  is  lod, 
and  painting  fince  Carlo  Maratti^ 
has  little  more  relief  than  Indiaa 
paper.   Barromini  twided  and  curl* 
ed  arc  hi  tenure,  as  if  it  was  fub- 
jedl  to  the  change  of  fadiions  like 
a  head  of  hair.     If  we.  once  lofe 
fight  of  the  propriety  of  landfcape 


Sir  Henry  Englefield  was  one  of  in  ouf  gardens,  we  dial]  wander 
the  fird  improvers  on  the  new  dyle,  into  all  the  fantadic  diarawadgis 
and  feleded  with  Angular  tade  that     of  the  Chinefe.     We  have  diico- 


chief  beauty  of  all  gardens,  pro- 
fpe^  and  fortunate  points  of  view. 
We  tire  of  all  the  painter's  art 
when  it  wants  thei'e  fini(hing 
touches.  The  faired  fcenes,  th.it 
depend  on  themfelves  alone,  weary 
when  often  feen.  The  Doric  por- 
VoL.  XXIII. 


rered  the  point  of  pcrfe^ion.  Wc 
have  given  the  true  model  of  gar- 
dening to  the  world;  let  other 
countries  mimic  or  corrupt  our 
tade  ;  but  let  it  reign  here  on  its 
verdant  throne,  original  by  it^  ele- 
gant (implicic/j  and  proud  of  no 
N  other 
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Other  art  than  that  of  fofiening  na- 
ture's bar/hneiTes  and  copying  her 
graceful  teach. 

The  ingeniona  author  of  the 
Obfervations  on  modern  Garden- 
ing is,  I. think,  too  rigid  when  he 
oondemns  fome  deceptions,  be* 
caufe  thev  have  been  often  ufed. 
If  thofe  deceptions,  as  a  feigned 
fteeple  of  a  diftant  church,  or  an 
unreal  bridge  to  difguife  the  ter- 
mination ofws^ter^  were  intended 
only  to  farprife,  they  were  indeed 
tricks  that  woald  not  bear  repeti* 
tion ;  bat  being  intended  to  im- 
prove thi(  landscape,  are  no  more 
to  be  condemned  becaafe  common, 
than  they  would  be  if  employed 
by  a  painter  in  the  compofition  of 
a  pidare.  Ought  one  roan's  gar- 
den to  be  deprived  of  a  happy  ob« 
y€tt  becaafe  that  objeA  has  been 
employed  by  another?  The  more 
we  exadi  novelty,  the  fooner  our 
tafte  will  be  vitiated.  Situations 
are  every  where  fo  various,  that 
there  never  can  be  a  famenefs, 
while  the  difpofuion  of  the  ground 
is  ftudied  and  followed,  and  every 
incident  of  view  turned  to  advan^ 


tage. 

In  the  mean  time  how  rich,  how 
gay,  how  pidurefque  the  face  of 
the  country  1  The' demolition- of 
walls  laying  open  each  improve. 
ment,  every  journey  is  made 
through  a  fucceffion  of  pi£lures  ; 
an-d  even  where  tade  is  wanting  in 
the  fpot  improved,  the  general 
view  is  embelliihed  by  a  variety.  If 
no  relapfe  to  barbarifm,  formality, 
and  fecluiion,  is  made,  what  land- 
fcapes  will  dignify  every  quarter 
of  our  ifland,  when  the  daily  plan- 
tations chat  are  making  have  at-^ 
Gained  venerable  macuncy  I  A  fpe^ 
cimen  of  what  our  gardens  will  be, 
may  be  feen  at  Petworchj  where 


the  portion  of  the  park  neafeil  the 
h'oufe  has  been  allotted  10  the  mo- 
dern ftyle.  It  is  a  garden  of  oaks 
two  hundred  years  old.  If  there 
is  a  fault  in  fo  auguft  a  fragment 
of  improved  natnre,  it  is,  that  the 
fize  of  the  trees  are'out  of  all  pro-^ 
portion  to  the  ihrubs  and  accom- 
pany men  ts. 

It  was  fortunate  for  the  countr/ 
and  Mr.  Kent,  that  he  was  fac- 
ceeded  by  a  very  able  mailer ;  and 
did  living  arcitls  come  within  my 
plan,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  do  joftice 
to  Mr.  Brown  ;  but  he  may  be  a 
gainer,  by  being  referved  for  foqie 
abler  pen. 

In  general  it  is  probably  troe, 
that  the  poiTeflbr,  if  he  has  any 
tafte,  muft  be  the  bcft  dcfigner  of 
his  own  improvements.  He  fees 
his  iicuatton  in  all  feafons  of  the 
year,  at  all  times  of  the  day.  He 
knows  where  beauty  will  not  clafh 
with  convenience,  and  obferves  in 
his  filent  walks  or  accidental  rides 
a  thoufand  hints  that  mufl  efcape 
a  perfon  who  ^i  a  few  days  (ketches 
out  a  pretty  pifture,  but  bas  not 
had  leifure  to  examine  the  details 
and  relations  of  every  part. 


On  Impro<ving  the  Memory,  From 
a  Treatije  on  Eiiucation,  ij  Air, 
Knox* 

TII£  great  and  obvious  uti- 
lity of  the  memory,  has 
urged  the  Ingenious  to  devife  arti- 
ficial modes  of  increafingics  power 
of  retention.  The  great  orator  of 
Rome,  whofe  judgmrent  and  ex- 
perience, as  well  as  his  genius, 
give  great  weight  to  his  opinions 
on  didadlic  fubjeds,  has  fpoken 
rather  favourably  of  the  manorim 
tecbnioL,  or  artificial  memory .  But, 
nocwich- 
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tiotwubftandiDg  the  anthoricy  of 
him>  and  of  other  troly  ingenioas 
writers^  the  art  is  rather  to  be  con- 
iidered  as  a  curious  than  an  ufeful 
CGOcrivance,  and  it  is  rejefted  by 
Quintilian*  Pew  have  really  avail* 
ed  themfelves  of  it ;  and  many 
\vho  have  att<?mpted  to  acquire  it, 
have  only  added  to  the  obfcority  of 
their  (U)nceptions*« 

That  mode  #f  improvement, 
then,  may  be  totally  laid  afide, 
and  may  be  numbered  among  the 
fanciful  inventions^  which  ferve  to 
amufe  the  idle  and  the  fpecalative, 
without  being  reducible  to  gene- 
ral and  pradical  utriity4  The  only 
infallible  method  of  augmenting  its 
powers,  is  frequent^  regular,  and 
well-direded  exercifej  fuch  exer- 
cife,  indeed,  as  it  is  commonly 
led  to  ufe  in  the  clallical  fchools, 
where  a  night  feldom  pa  (Fes  wich<^ 
Out  a  talk  appointed  for  the  txercife 
of  the  memory. 

In  order  to  improve  the  memo- 
ry, it  is  neceflary  to  acquire  a 
confidence  in  it.  Many  rehder 
it  treacherous  by  fearing  to  trud 
it ;  and  a  pradice  has  arifen  from 
this  fear^vreally  injuriousi  though 


apparently  ufeful;  It  is  the  prac- 
tice of  committing  to  writing  every 
thing  which  the  ftudent  remarks^ 
and  defires  to  remeniber*  No- 
thing is  more  common^  and  no- 
thing more  eiFeftually  fruftrates  the 
pnrpcfe  it  means  to  promote  f .  It 
IS  better  that  many  things  ihould 
be  loft,  than  retained  in  the  ubk^ 
book,  without  confiding  in  the 
meniory.  Like  a  generous  friend^ 
the  memory  will  repay  hftbitQal 
confidence  with  fidelity. 

There  are  injudicious  and  illi- 
terate perfons,  who  confider  th6 
cultivation  of  the  memory  as  the 
firft  object  in  education «  They 
think  it  is  to  be  loaded  with  hifto^ 
rical  minutix,  and  With  chrono* 
logical  dates.  They  entertain  «' 
mean  opinion  of  the  fcholan  who 
cannot  recite  matters  of  fzGt,  how- 
ever trivial,  and  fpecify  the  year 
of  an  event,  however  doubtful  o^ 
infignificant.  They  exped  to  have 
the  chapter  and  verfe  mentioned 
on  every  citation,  and  are  more 
pleafed  with  that  little  accuracy^ 
than  with  a  juft  recolledion  of  a 
beautiful  paiTage,  or  a  ftriking  fen* 
timent.    But  to  labour  to  remem- 


*  The  few  following  rules  have  been  given,  and  they  may  poflibly  be  ulc- 
ful.  I.  Si  iongior  oratio  mandanda  fuerit  roemori«6,  proderit,  tota  |)nu$  fe- 
tnel  le6l&  et  intellefla,  per  fart§t  eJifcefe^  1.  Juvabit,  nfdem,  quibus  fcrip- 
fen's,  cbartu  edifcere.  3.  Tempus  matatinum  longe  commodius  eft  $  tamen 
perquam  utile  erit  pHMe  'vej^erip  priufquam  dormitum  concedas,  femel  et  ite^, 
rum  percurrere  ea,  quae  poftridte  i'unt  edifcenda.  4.  6i  quidpiam  difficilius  ad- 
drfcitur,  illi  loco  non  erit  inutile  aliquod  (ignum  vel  notam  apponere,  cujut  re- 
cordatio  excitet  memoriam.  5.  Praei^at  non  tumultuarie  fed  dec  la  man  do  fta- 
tim  tt  cum  geftu  edifcere.  6,  M  ixima  tamen  fabricandas  et  fervandae  fibi  roe- 
inorise  art  en  frequens  ezercitatio*     See  John  Holmes,  Rhet* 

•f  IUa>  quae  fcriptis  repofuimus,  velut  cuftodire  definimAt,  et  ipia  fecuritate 
di mittimus.  Tbofe  things  *ubict  vde  ba*ve  9tice  committed  to  *wntingf  *we  ceafl^ 
tax  it  *mere^  to  guard,  and  ^we  hfe  tbefitfy  thinking  them  in  no  danger  of  being 
U/f.     Quintilian. 

Mt>in  /#  fvK^i  TO  MH  tPAeBiN,  «X\'  izfitmUtn^  iu  ymf  if  if  td  yf^lnek 
0km  lM»**  iit*#»ti>.  The  Jurifi  fnetbod  qf  keeping  tubat  'wi  ixnjb  to  retain^  is,  not 
to  comofiit  it  to  writing*  bnt  to  trufi  it  to  the  memory  i  fit  it  is  fcarcely  poj/ibie  ^ 
tbdt  lorittenmemorandm/hoM  not  Jlipffom  the  Mind* 
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ber  anideal  dates^  and  unincerefl- 
ing  cranfaAionSy  mud  ever  be  an 
irkfome  lludy  co  a  lively  genius ; 
amd  he  who  fhall  train  young  per- 
fons  in   this  laborious  jrack,  will 

five  them  a  d*(^u(l  for  licerature. 
t  is  Co  feed  them  with  the  huCis 
of  learning,  which,  r>s  they  are 
both  dry  and  hard,  sfFord  neither 
pleafure  nor  nourilhment.  Let 
the  reading  be  pieafunt  and  Arik- 
ing,  and  ihe  memory  will  gra(p 
and  retain  all  that  is  fuHicienc  for 
the  purpofes  of  valuable  improve- 
ment. 

There  is  one  crcumftance  which 
bas  had  an  unfavourable  iiifluence 
on  afpiring  at  the  excellence  of  a 
rcientive  memory.  An  idea  has 
prevailed,  that  memory  and  ge- 
nius are  feldom  united.  To  be 
pofTefTed  of  memory  in  a  great  de- 
gree, has  led  fome  to  conclude, 
that  genius  was  deficient ;  and  all 
pretentions  to  memory  have  been 
readily  facrificed  for  the  credit  of 

{)ofle fling  genius.  Pope's  famous 
ines,  in  which  he  fays,  that  the 
beams  of  a  warm  imagination  dif- 
folve  the  impreflions  on  the  me- 
mory, feem  to  have  induced  thofc 
Who  wifhcd  to  be  thought  to  poflefs 
a  fine  imasination,  to  liegleft  their 
memory,  in  order  to  pcfTcfs  one 
iymptom  of  a  fina  imagination. 
But  I  believe  the  remark  of  the 
inconfiftency  of  great  genius  and 
great  memory,  is  not  univerfally 
true.  There  are  inflances,  among 
the  living,  as  well  as  the  dead, 
which  prove  fomething  againft  its 


univerfklity.  It  is,  however,  oftes 
true. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  nature 
has  made  a  difference  in  difpeniing 
the  power  of  retaining  ideas.  If 
we  .may  believe  fome  accounts,  Ihc 
has  fometimes  formed  prodigies  in 
this  fpeciei  of  excellence.  Murcc 
relates,  that  he  recited  words  to 
the  number  of  thirty- fix  thoufand, 
fume  of  them  without  meaning, 
to  a  young  man,  who  repeated 
them  all  immediately,  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end,  and  from 
the  end  to  the  beginning,  in  the 
fame  order,  without  a  moment'a 
hefuation,  or  a  iingle  miilake. 
Miraculous,  and  even  incredible^ 
as  this  may  appear,  Muret  tells 
us,  there  were  innumerable  wit- 
nciTcs  to  the  truth  of  the  fad,  and 
mentions  many  names  of  refpe£t« 
able  perfons,  who  were  prefent 
at  the  repetition.  Many  other  in- 
flances might  be  feleded  from  aa-> 
thors  of  allowed  veracity  ;  bat 
they  are  fo  different  from  that 
which  falls  within  the  experience 
of  mankind  in  general,  as  fcarce- 
ly  to  gain  credit.  If  they  are  true, 
they  afford  encouraging  motives 
for  the  cultivation  of  a  facalty, 
which  has  fome  times  been  ad« 
vanced  to  fo  high  a  degree  of  per- 
fcaion  •. 

In  giving  great  attention  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  memory,  there 
is  danger  left  it  fhould  be  over* 
laden  with  minute  objeds;  a  cir« 
cumdance  highly  injurious,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  couife  of  education. 


*  Quintilian,  after  mentioning  fome  extraordinary  inftances  of  memory,  con-> 
dudes  with  this  judicious  remark:  Cicebantur  etiam  effe  nunc  qui  facerent,  M 
mihi  nunquam  uc  ipfe  jntcrefTera  contigitj  habenda  tamen  fides  efl  vel  in  hoc, 
lit,  qui  credidcrit,  ct  iprrct-  U  is  /ma  there  are  fome  *wbo  can  dojb  nonv  ^  hut  t 
ne^'er  bave  bappeiud  to  meet  nvitb  them  ;  one  ivouidf  bo*wever,  believe  it,  if  it 
*were  onljfor  tits  reafon,  that  be  ^wbo  believes  tbat  fucb  things  have  been,  maj 
hope  tbat  they  mr^y  he  again. 

'5  Let 
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Let  it  therefore  be  confider^d, 
that  a  good  memory*,  according 
to  a  (imilitude  of  Erafmus,  rcfem- 
b!es  a  net  fo  made  as  to  confine  all 
the  great  filh;  bat  to  let  the  litde 
ones  efcape,    . 


On  the  literary  Education  of  Women* 
From  the  fame* 

THERE  arc  many  prejudices 
entertained  a^ainft  the  ch'a- 
rat^er  of  a  learned  lady  ;  and  per- 
liaps  if  all  ladies  were  profoundly 
learned,  fome  inconveniencies 
tnighc  anfe  from  it;  but  I  muft 
own  it  does  not  appear  to  me, 
that  a  woman  will  be  rendered 
lefs  acceptable  in  the  world,  or 
worfe  qualified  to  perform  any 
part  of  her  duty  in  it,  by  having 
employed  the  time  from  fix  to 
fixteeri,  irt  the  cultivation  of  her 
mind.-  Time  enough  will  remain, 
after  a  few  hours  every  day  fpent 
in  reading,  for  the  improvement 
of  the  perfon,  and  the  acquifiiion 
of  the  ufual  accomplifhmtnts. 
With  rcfpedt  to  thefe  accomplilh- 
fnents,  I  will  notprefume  to  aired 


the  method  of  purfoing  them.  I 
will  not  fo  far  intrude  on  a  pro- 
vince, which  by  no  means  belongs  ' 
to  me.  The  ladiss  themfelvcs, 
and  their  inftrudors,  want  no  di. 
regions  in  matters  of  external  or- 
nament, the  end  of  which  is  to 
pleafc  on  intuition.  However  ar- 
rogant the  men  have  been  in  their 
claims  of  fuperiority,  they  have 
ufually  allowed  the  ladies  the  pof- 
fefiioQ  of  a  delicate  tafie  in  the 
improvement  and  perception  of  all 
kinds  of  beauty. 

The  literary  education  of  women 
ought  indifputably  '  to  be  varied 
according  to  their  fortunes,  and 
their  expt-dations.  Much  refine- 
ment,, and  a  taile  for  books,  will 
injure  her,  whofe  time,  from  pru- 
dential motives,  mud  be  entirely 
engroiTed  by  occonomy.  Few  wo- 
men are  indeed  exempted  from  all 
attention  to  domeAic  care.  But 
yet  the  unmarried,  and  tbofe  whp 
enjoy  opulence,  find  many  inter- 
vals which  they  often  devote  to 
ibme  fpecies  of  reading.  And 
there  is  no  doubt,  but  that  the 
reading  would  be  feleded  with 
more  judgment,  and  would  afford 
more  pleafure  and   advantage,  if 


*  Some  perfone  feem  to  think,  that  K  good  memory  confifts  in  retaining 
dates  and  minute  particulars  \  but  I  believe,  that  though  a  reader  remembers 
but  few  dates,  and  few  minute  particulars,  he  may  yet  retain  all  the  neceflary 
gtneral  ideas  and  valuable  conclujiotts.  He  will  fee  a  wide  and  beautiful  ar- 
rangement of  important  objects  ;  while  another,  who  ftoops  to  pick' up  and 
prelenre  every  trifie,  will  have  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground.  It  i&  not  enough 
that  the  mind  can  re-produce  juft  what  it  has  received  from  reading,  and  nt» 
more;  it  mud  re-produce  it  digefted,  altered,  improved,  and  refined.  Read- 
ing, like  food,  muft  (hew  its  effefls  in  promoting  gronvtb ;  fince,  according 
to  a  fti  iking  remark  of  £pi£>etu8,  ti  irfiC^rttt  iy  ;^o>tov  fi>«?T«»  the 
wufAUn  tarz/HKN/ff,  n020N  *£«ArBM*  ttXX«  Tjir  Vffto  '£Xa  RB'TANTAt 
*fiPIA  t^mfifH  M,  TAAA.  Sbeep  do  not  Jbo^w  the  fiepberd  bow  much  ibey  ba'U0 
saien,  fy  producing  tbe  graft  it/elf;  but  after  tbey  bave  inwardlf  £gefed  tht 
fajiuri,  they  produce  outwardly  wool  and  m'dk* 
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the  ufte  were  formed  by  early 
culture  •. 

I  will  then  venture  to  recom- 
ineud,  that  ladies  of  this  defcrip- 
tion  (hould  have  a  claffical  cdu- 
cation.  But  let  not  the  reader  be 
alarmed.  1  mean  not  to  advife, 
that  they  (hould  be  initiated,  with- 
out exception,  in  Greek  and  Latin  | 
l>ut  that  they  fhould  be  well  and 
early  acq u aimed  with  the  French 
Und  the  Englifh  claffics. 

As  foon  as  they  can  read  with 
iluency,  let  them  begin  to  learn 
Lowth's  Grammar,  and  to  read 
at  the  fame  time  ibrac  very  cafy 
and  elegant  author,  with  a  view  to 
exemplify  the  rules.  They  fhould 
learn  a  part  in  grammar  every 
morning,  and  then  proceed  to  read 
|i  teflbn ;  juft  in  the  manner  ob- 
ierved  in  claffical  fchools  in  learn- 
ing Latin.  After  a  year  fpent  in 
this  method,  if  the  fuccefs  is  ade- 
quate to  the  time,  thev  fhould  ad- 
vance to  French,  and  fludy  that 
language  exactly  in  the  fame  mode. 
In  the  French  grammar,  it  will 
not  be  neceifary  to  gd  through 
thofe  particulicts  which  are  com- 
mon to  the  grammars  of  all  lan- 
guages, and  which  haVe  been 
learned  in  ftudying  EngliQi. 

Several  years  ihould  be  fpent  in 
this  elementary  procefs ;  and  when 
the  fcholar  is  perfedly  acquainted 
with  orthography  and  grammar, 
ihe  may  then  proceed  to  the  cul- 


tivation of  tafte.  Milton,  Addi^ 
fon,  and  Pope,  muft  bethe  iUnd*> 
ing  models  in  EngliAi;  Boileaa, 
Pontcnclle  t»  and  Vertot,  in 
French;  and  I  wiih  thefe  to  be 
attended  to  folely  for  a  conilder^ 
able  time.  Many  inconveniences 
arife  from,  engaging  young  minds 
in  the  pernfai  of  too  many  books* 
After  thefe  authors  have  been  read 
over  with  attention,  and  with  a 
critical  obfervation  of  their  beaa- 
ciet,  the  fcholar  may  be  permitted 
to  feleft  any  of  the  approved  wri* 
ters  of  France  and  England,  for 
her  own  improvement.  She  will 
be  able  to  fele£t  with  fome  judg* 
ment,  and  will  have  laid  a  found a« 
tion  which  will  bear  a  good  fuper- 
ftrudlurc.  Her  mind,  if  (he  baa 
been  fuccefsful  in  this  courfe,  will 
have  imbibed  an  elegance  ^hicl| 
will  naturally  dilFufe  itfelf  over  her 
converfation,  addrefs,  and  beha- 
viour. It  is  well  known,  that 
internal  beauty  contributes  much 
to  perfedl  external  grace.  I  be- 
lieve it  will  alfo  be  faifourable  to 
virtue,  and  wilt  operate  greatly 
in  retraining  from  any  condu^ 
grofsly  indelicate,  and  obviouily 
improper.  Muchof  the  profligacy 
of  Gsmale  manners  has  proceeded 
from  a  levity  occafioned  by  a  want 
of  a  proper  education,  Sht  who 
has  no  tafte  for  well  written  books, 
will  often  be  at  a  lofe  bow  to  fpend 
her  time  1 1  ^d  the  confeqaences 


•  •*  The  girl  is  altogether  kept  from  exercifcs  of  good  learn rng  and  kno-^v- 
Udge  of  good  letters,  or  elfe  ihe  is  fo  noufeled  in  amorous  bookes,  vai*>e 
ivories,  and  fonde  trifling  fancies,  &c."  E.  Hake's  Touchftone  for  the  ?Tn>e 
prefcnt.  See  the  pailage  quoted  in  the  ingenious  Mr.  T.  Warton's  Hiilory  of 
En^lifh  Po'.try. 

f  Tbuur;h  Pontcnelle  is  accufed  by  the  critics  of  deviating  a  little  from  th* 
claAical  (undard,  he  is  yet  a  very  pleafing  writer. 

}  How  happy  is  it  To  icifow  how  to  Ii?e  with  onefelf,  to  find  onefelf 
again  with  pleaiUre,  to  leave  oUefelf  with  regret !  The  world  then  it  Ud  ne- 
cc^ary  to  one*  Marchjonbss  dc  Lamb£  a  t. 

.         '  ^  Of 
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of  Aich  a  ftate  are  too  frequent  not 
to  be  known,  and  too  fatal  not  to 
be  avoided. 

Whenever  a  young  lady  in  eafy 
circumftances  appears  to  poflefs  a 
genius,  and  an  inclination  for^, 
learned  purfuits,  I  will  venture  to 
fay,  (heottghty  if  her  fituation  and 
connedlions  pernniCy  to  be  early 
inftruded  in  the  elements  of  Latin 
and  Greek.  Mer  mind  is  certainly 
as  capable  of  improvement,  as 
chat  of  the  other  fex.  The  in- 
ilances  which  might  be  brought  to 
prove  this,  are  all  too  well  known 
to  admit  of  citation.  And  the 
method  to  be  purfued  mud  be  ex* 
adlly  the' fame  as  that  which  is 
ttled  in  the  private  tuition  of  boys, 
when  judicioufly  condu£led. 

And  here  I  cannot  refrain  from 
adding,  that  though  I  difapprove, 
for  the  moft  part,  of  private  tuition 
for  boys,  yet  I  very  ferioufly  re- 
commend it  to  girls,  with  little 
exception.  All  fenfible  people 
agree  in  thinking,  that  large  fe. 
minarics  of  young  ladies,  though 
managed  with  aJl  the  vigilance 
^nd  caution  which  human  abilities 
can  exert,  are  in  danger  of  great 
corruption.  Vanity  and  vice  will 
be  introduced  by  fome  among  a 


large  number,  and  the  contagion 
(bon  fpreads  with  irrefiilible  vio* 
lence.  Who  can  be  fo  proper  an 
inftrndor  and  guardian,  as  a  ten« 
der  and  a  fenfible  mother  ?  Whert 
can  virgin  innocence  and  delicacy 
be  better  proteded,  than  under  a 
parent's  roof,  and  in  a  father's 
and  a  brother's  bofom  ?  Certainly 
no  where,  provided  that  the  pa* 
rents  are  fenfible  and  virtuous,  and 
|hat  the  honfe  is  free  from  im- 

S roper  or  dangerous  connexions, 
uc  where  the  parents  are  much, 
engaged  in  pleafure,  or  in  buii* 
nefs ;  where  they  are  ignorant  or 
vicious  ;  where  a  family  is  expofed 
to  the  viiits  or  conftant  company 
of  libertine  young  perfons;  there 
it  is  certainly  expedient  to  place  a 
daughter  under  the  care  of  fome 
of  thofe  judicious  matrons,  who 
prefide  over  the  fchools  in  or  near 
the  metropolis.  But  I  believe  ic 
9ften  happens,  that  young  ladies 
are  fent  from  their  parent's  eye^ 
to  thefe  femioaries,  principally 
with  a  view  to  form  connedions. 
I  leave  it  to  the  heart  of  a  feeling 
father  to  determine,  whether  it  is 
not  cruel  *  to  endanger  the  morals 
of  his  offspring  for  the  fake  of 
intereft  f* 


*  It  mvift  be  remembered,  that  only  thofe  parents  can  incur  this  cenfure, 
who  keep  their  daughters  at  fehool  after  a  cektain  agb* 

f  One  of  the  fttx>iig&ft  arguments  in  favour  of  the  literary  education  of 
wonaen,  is,  that  it  cnaMes  them  to  fupertntend  the  domeftic  education  of  their 
children  in  the  earlier  periods,  efpecially  of  daughters.  We  ai-e  told,  in  the 
very  ele^nt  diaJogne  on  the  caufes  of  the  decline  of  eloquence,  that  it  was  the 
glory  ot  the  anticnt  Roman  matrons,  to  devote  themfelves  to  oeconomy,  and 
the  care  of  their  children*s  education.  Jamprimum  filitis  ex  cafta  parente 
natus,  non  in  alld  eptft^t  mttricis  educabatur,  fed  in  gremio  ac  finu  matris, 
cnjut  precipua  laus  erat,  tueri  donmim  et  infervire  lilieris.  ...  Sic  Corneliam 
Gracchorum,  fic  Aurcliam  Julii  Caefaris,  fie  Attiam  Auguili  matrem,  orae- 
fuifl'e  education  ibus  liberorum  accepimus.  Asfoon  as  a  Jon  ivas  bom  ofm.  cbafti 
parent f  be  nvas  not  hrougbt  ^  in  the  cottage  rfjome  btreUng  mtrfi,  (nt  in  tbe 
lap  and  tbi  bofom  of  bis  mother f  nvbofe  principal  merit  it  *was  t9  take  care 
fjf  the  boufet  a^d  to  dtvote  hrrfelf  to  tbe  fer^ice  rf  tbe  children.  ,s  •  •  nus  are 
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Refle£2ions  on  tbeDiftreJfes  of  the  Poor, 

THE  faft  which  is  here  re- 
lated,  and  the  refleflions  to 
which  it  gave  rife,  are  too  intcrtft- 
ing  to  require  any  excufc  for  their 
being  taken  from  oi^e  of  the  mod 
challe  and  inftrudlive  mifcellanies 
of  the  age*. 

"W^ERE  there  no  mifery  or  diftrefs 
in  the  world,  there  would  be 
few  occafions  for  exercifing  ihat  be- 
nevolence, which  excites  gratitude 
and  thankfulnefs  on  one  hand/and 
the  tender  emotions  of  fympathy 
a:d  humanity  on  the  other.  Con* 
fcious  as  we  are,  that  no  one  is 
exempt  from  the  painful  vIcTfli- 
tudes  of  life,  and  that  the  blefTed 
to-day  may  to-morrow  experience 
a  bitter  reverfe  ;  the  child  of  woe 
is  always  an  ohjed  of  commifera« 
tion,  and  (hou)d  excite  in  oui* 
hearts  that  kind  of  compafiion, 
and  obtain  that  aid  from  us,  which 
we  flioiild  look  for,  were  fuch' 
afiiiftions  fuiFercd  to  overtake  us. 
Various   are    the   occafions   to 


excite  the  fympathctic  feelings  of 
the  human  heart,  for  diftrefs  ap- 
pears in  a  thoufand  ihapes ;  but 
perhaps  there  are  none  more  dc- 
ferving  of  our  attention,  than  ab- 
jeft  poverty,  particularly  at  this 
lime,  when  the  inclemency  of  the 
feafon  requires  additional  ex- 
pen  ces,  and  when  families,  who 
have  been  fupporied  by  induftry 
and  labour,  are  many  of  them 
robbed  of  this  fupport  by  the  exi- 
gences of  war,  and  compelled  tb 
depend  upon  the  fcanty  and  pre- 
carious aififtance  of  the  parifh. 
Many  who  are  permitted  to  con- 
tinue with  their  families  arc 
obliged  to  labour  in  all  the  feverc 
changes  of  weather,  and  arc  con- 
f^quently  more  liable  to  violent 
difeafes  and  aggravated  want. 
Their  families  are  often  numcrou.s 
their  habitations  clofe  and  con- 
fined, and,  when  a  itwtr  or  any 
infc6\ious  difeafe  is  once  intro- 
duced, ic  extends  its  malignity, 
and  augments  defolation  ana  mi- 
hry :  tor  the  arm  of  the  father^ 


we  fold,  Cornelia,  the  mother  of  the  Gracchi,  thus  Aurelia,  of  JuUms  Cffar^ 
thus  Attia,  of  Aufrufus,  frefided  o^er  the  education  of  their  ch'ddren.  And  with 
relpcit  to  its  oot  being  ihc  cuftom  to  teach  ladies  Latin,  we  may  fay  in  tha 
words  of  the  learned  Matron  in  Erafmus,  Quid  mihi  citas  vulgum,  peflimum 
rei  geiend»  aii£lorem  ?  Q.uid  mihi  con('uetu9inem,  ommum  malarum  rci-um 
magiltramf  Optimis  aHuercendum :  ita  fiet  foiitum,  quod  crat  infolitum  ;  et 
iuave  fiet,  quod  crat  infuave  j  fiet  decorum,  quod  videbatur  indecorum.  Why 
eh  vou  tell  me  of  the  generality  of  people^  the  mery  «ttwr/f  pattern  iff  conduSf 
Wny  do  you  talk  to  me  rf  the  cufiom^  the  teacher  of  aU  that  is  had?  Let  us 
mccujlom  ourfehjes  to  that  fwhich  ive  knotv  u  heft,  Soy  that  ijoill  hetomi  ujited 
nvhich  luas  unufual\  and  that  *wiU  become  agreeable 'wbicb  mios  MfagrefMet 
^tnd  that  fa/bionable  lubicb  appeared  unfa/hionable» 

He  of  whom  antiquity  boalts  iti'elf  as  of  the  wifeft  of  mortaU,  was  inftni^ed 
in  many  elegant  and  profound  TuhjeAs  of  learning  by  a  lady. 

the  leart ed  lady,  luas  the  p receptreft  of  Socrates  in  rhetoric,    ^     Athenjeus. 

nXi^Ttfv  T«»  Z»ii/i«T»y  mf  dvtat  9n9i  fA*^U9  rd  vthtrotd,     Plato  Jays  that 
Socrates  learned  holitics  of  her.  HARPOcaATiON. 

&ee  fome  excellent  remarks  on  the  rubje£^  of  giving  daughters  a  learned  eda« 
cation^  in  £raf,  Epift.  to  Budaene,  cited  in  Jortin's  £raf,  voL  iit  p.  366. 
*  Gentleman's  Marine. 

upoa 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MISCELLANEOUS    ESSAYS.      1^5 

would  frequently  bring  us  ac* 
quainted  with  fituations  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  mifery  which  cannot 
be  defcribed :  acquaintance  with 
fttch  fcenes  of  human  woe  would 
equally  excite  /  thankfulne'fs  for 
ourfelves,  and  companion  for  our 
fellow-creatureSj  who  are  vi£ted 
with  fuiFerings  and  pangs  from 
which  we  have  hitherto  been  pro* 
videntially^  if  not  undefervedly, 
preferved. 

Thefe  fentiments  were  the  re« 
fult  of  a  morning  walk  in  the  me- 
tropolis, which  introduced  the 
writer  into  fome  iicuations  of  real 
life,  the  relation  of  which,  he 
trufts,  will  not  be  unaccepubla 
to  thofe  benevolent  minds^  who 
think. 

To  i>ity  human  woe 
Is  what  the  haj-py  to  the  unhappy  owe. 


upon  which  a  family  of  helplefs 
children  naturally  depend  for  fup- 
port,  is  thus  equally  proflrate 
with  the  babe  at  the  breaft.  Sick- 
nefs  under  every  exterior  comfort 
excites  our  foHcitude  and  concern ; 
but  what  a  piAure  of  human  woe 
is  exhibited,  when  want,  penury, 
and  pain,  conftitute  the  pillow! 

The  benevolence  of  this  nation 
is  great  beyond  com  pari  fon  ;  and, 
when  real  diflrefs  is  known,  fome 
tender  bofom  overflows  with  com- 
fort and  fttccour;  but  the  chief 
examples  of  mifery  are  unknown 
and  unrelieved ;  many  there  are 
too  diiHdent  to  apply  for  aid,  or 
Ignorant  how  to  do  it;  fome  of 
th^fe  pine  away  in  folitary  want, 
till  death  clofes  their  fuiFerings : 
numbers,  however,  rather  tban 
iilencly  fuffer  their  hufbands,  their 
wives,  and  their  children,  utterly 
to  perifh,  fupplicate  our  aid  in 
the  public  (Ireets  and  private  ave« 
nues;  but,  unfortunately  for 
them,  the  prevalent  opinion,  that 
there  is  fomewhere  abundant  pro- 
vifion  for  the  poor,  and  that  idle- 
nefs,  not  necefTuy,  prompts  their 
petitions,  induces  many  to  refufe 
that  pittance,  which  would  prove 
no  lofs  to  themfelves,  and  in  fome 
in  fiances  might  fave  a  life. 

In  fome  difeafes  the  attack  is 
violent,  and  the  progrefs  rapid ; 
.and  before  the  fettlement  of  a 
poor  helplefs  obje£k  can  be  afcer- 
tained,  death  decides  the  con- 
troverfy. 

I  know  that  many  undeferving 
objedls  intrude  upon  the  benevo- 
lenti  to  the  injury  of  real  diftrefs; 
but,  rather  than  thofe  iliould 
fuifer  all  the  pangs  of  mifery  un- 
pitied  and  unaided,  fome  enquiry 
might  be  made,  and  their  cafe 
afcercained;    were   thii   tried,    it 


J  Morning  Walk  in  the  Metropolis^ 

"  About  the  beginning  of  De- 
cember, on  going  out  of  my  houfe- 
door,  I  was  accoHed  by  a  tall  thin 
man,  whofe  countenance  exhibited 
fuch  a  pidure  of  dillrefs  and  po- 
verty as  £xed  my  attention,  and 
induced  me  to  enquire  into  his 
iituation.  He  informed  me  that 
he  was  a  day-labourer,  juil  reco« 
rering  from  ficknels,  and  that  fee* 
ble  as  he  then  was,  in  order  to 
procure  fufienance  forafick  family 
at  home,  he  was  compelled  to  feek 
for  work,  and  to  exert  himfelf 
much  beyond  his  ftrength ;  and  he 
added,  that  he  lived  in  a  court 
called  Little  Greenwich,  in  AU; 
derfgate-ftreet.  This  poor  objedl 
feemed  to  feel  didrefs  too  deeply  to 
be  an  impollor:  and  I  could  not* 
avoid  bellowing  fome  means  of 
obviating  his  prefent  want,  for 
which  he  retired  bowing,  with 
teara  in  bis   ^es;  but  when  he 
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fot  (Hit  of  %bty  his  image  was 
pr«rent  with  me :  I  was  then  forry 
that  my  genenofity  h^d  not  been 
equftl  to  my  fcnfibiltty,  and  tht3 
ili4iiced  me  to  attempt  finding  ont 
iih  family.  He  had  mentioned 
that  his  name  was  Foy,  and  by  tfafe 
information  lie  gave  tne,  I  difco- 
vered  his  miferabl^  habitation: 
with  dificalty  I  found  my  way  up 
«  dark  pa€age  and  ftair-cafe  to  a 
little  chamber  furniihed  with  one 
liedftead  $  All  did  box  was  the  only 
flt4:kle  that  anfwered  the  purpofe 
«f  a  chair,  the  fornittire  of  the 
bed  eonfifted  of  a  piece  of  old 
ticken,  and  a  wom-oo(  blanket, 
Whkk  conftituted  the  only  couch, 
tKetpt  the  ^oor,  whereon  this 
aiSided  family  could  recline  their 
heads  to  reft:  and  what  a  fcene 
did  they  prefent !  Near  the  centre 
of  the  bed  lay  the  mother  with 
half  a  ihift,  and  covered  as  high  as 
the  middle  with  the  blanket,  ^he 
was  incapable  of  telling  her  com- 
J)laints— The  fpittle,  for  want  of 
'  lome  fluid  to  moiften  her  mouth, 
had  dried  upon  her  lips,  which 
were  black,  as  were  likewife  the 
gums,  the  concomitants  of  a  pu- 
trid fever,  the  diforder  under  which 
fhe  laboured.  At  another  end  of 
the  blanket  was  extended  a  girl 
irbout  five  years  old ;  it  had  rolled 
iiom  under  this  covering,  and  was 
totally  naked,  except  its  back,  on 
which  a  blifter  pi  after  was  tied  by 
a  piece  of  patkthread  croiTed  over 
rtsbreaft;  and,  though  labouring 
under  this  dreadful  fever,  the  poor* 
feature  was  afleep.  On  one  fide 
6f  its  mother  lay  a  naked  boy, 
about  two  years  old  ;  this  little 
innocent  was  likewife  fleeping. 
On  the  other  iide  of  the  mother, 
on  the  floor,  or  rather  on  an  old 
box^  lay  a  girl  about  twelve  years 


old  ;  (tie  was  in  part  covered  with 
her  gown  and  petticoat,  but  (he 
had  no  Qiift,  The  fever  had  noc 
bereaved  her  of  her  fenfes:  fhe 
was  perpetually  moaning  out,  •*  I 
<Oiall  die  of  thirft,  pray  give  me 
fome  water  t6  xirrnk.**  Near  her 
(kopd  another  girl,  abotit  four  years 
old,  bare-footed:  her  whole  co- 
vering was  a  loofe  piece  of  'petti- 
coat thrown  over  her  fhoolders; 
and  to  this  infant  it  was  that  her 
lifter  was  crying  for  water. 

I  now  experienced  how  greatly 
the  fight  of  real  mifery  exceeds 
the  defcription  of  it.  What  a  con- 
traft  did  this  fcene  exhibit  to  the 
plenty  and  elegance  which  reigned 
within  the  extent  of  a  few  yards 
only— for  this  miferable  receptacle 
was  oppofite  to  the  ftatcly  edifice 
of  an  honourable  alderman,  and 
ft  ill  nearer  were  many  fpacious 
houfes  and  (hops. 

r  have  obferved,  that  the  daugh* 
ter  who  was  (betched  on  the  floor, 
was  ftill  able  to  fpeak.  She  told 
me  that  fomething  was  the  matter 
with  her  mother's  fide,  and  aiked 
me  to  look  at  it.  I  turned  up  an 
^dge  of  the  blanket,  and  found 
that  a  very  large  mortification  had 
taken  place,  extending  from  the 
middle  of  her  body  to  the  middle 
of  the  thigh,  an4  of  a  hand's 
breadth ;  the  length  was  upwards 
of  h^lf  a  yard,  and  to  flop  its 
progrefs  nothing  had  been  applied. 
It  was  a  painful  iight  to  behold  ; 
and  many  not  lefs  painful  exift  in 
this  metropolis.  I  procured  me- 
dical affiftance  immediately,  and 
for  a  trifling  gratuity  got  a  neigh- 
bour  to  nurfe  the  family.  The 
church>warden,  to  whom  I  made 
application,  heard  their  hiftory 
with  concern,  and  added  his  hu« 
ntauc  aid,  to  rcfc^e  from  death  a 
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poor  and  almoft  expiring  family. 
I  have,  however,  the  pleafure  to 
coilclude  this  relation  of  their  un- 
fpeakable  diftrefs,  by  communi- 
cating their  total  deliverance  from 
it,  which,  I  think,  may  be  joftly 
attribated  to  the  timely  afltftance 
adminiilered* 

LomdoM,  Jau,  6,  lySo* 

J.  C.  LlTTSOM, 


J>ef€riftt9n  cf  Pompcy*/  Pillar,  in 
tht  Neighieurho^i  0/ AlexAndnz, 
in  Bgyptf  and  an  Jnecdote  offimt 
EngliOi  Sta  Officers  there.  From 
IrwinV  Veyage  up  the  Red  Sea. 

IN  the  afternoon  a  large  party 
of  us  fallied  oat  to  take  a  view 
pf  Pompey's  Pillar,  the  theme  of 
the  prefent  age,  and  the  admiration 
of  paft  times  I  Befides  my  compa- 
nions and  myfelf,  wc  were  joined 
|iy  the  two  Engliih  commanders  of 
the  fliips  in  the  harbour,  and  Mon> 
fieur  Meillon,  and  fome  young 
gentleman  of  the  French  fadlory. 
We  mounted  the  firft  afies  that 
prefented  themfelves  for  hire»  and, 
attended  by  oar  Janizary,  took  the 
IBoarfe  we  purfned  ye^rday.  We 
left  the  convent  on  oor  right,  and 
presently  came  among  broken 
arches  and  long  pavements,  which 
are  the  remains  of  an  aqoednfl. 
JSeveral  towers  reared  ap  their  dif- 
maiStled  beads  on  each  fide  of  us, 
wHoiie  appearance  pronounces  them 
to  have  been  polls  of  great  im- 
portance aid  flrength.  A  namber 
of  (lately  pilUrs  next  engaged  oar 
attention.  They  are  placed  in 
two  parallel  lines,  and  (eem  to 
have  focm/eriy  fupported  ibme 
magnificent  portico.  The  pillars 
iire  of  granite^  or  TJiehaic  marble. 


«nd  about  tbirty  feet  high,  of  » 
-fiagie  ftone ;  and  we  counted  no 
lefs  than  thirty  of  them  ftill  ftand- 
ing.     But  however  choice   theib 
columns  might  be  in   any  other 
place,  diey  were  but  foils  to  the 
pillar  which  now  appeared  before 
tts.    We  had  been   buried  amid 
the  mins  and  the  hills  of  iand« 
which  the  winds  have  thrown  up« 
when ,  leaving  the  city  by  the  gate 
of  Rofeto,  we  came  unexpededly 
upon  the  Pillar*     It  is  impoffible 
to  tell  which  is  mod  worthy  of  adr 
miration,  the  height,  the   work- 
manfiiip,  or  tlie  condition  of  this 
pillar.    By  the  beft  accounts  we 
can  obtain,  it  is  an  hundred  and 
ten  feet  high.    The  (haft,  which  is 
of  a  fingle  ilone  of  granite,  is 
ninety  feet,   and  the  pedeilal  is 
twenty  feet  more.     It  is  of  the 
Corinthian  order,   which  gives  « 
beautiful  dignity  to  its  fimplicity^ 
rarely  to  be  met  with  in  modem 
archite£lure.     It  has  fuffered  little 
or  no  injnxy  from  time.     The  po- 
liih  upon  tne  (haft  has  wonderfully 
withflood  the  buffeting  of  the  tem- 
pefl ;  and  it  promifes  to  hand  down 
a  patriot  name  to  the  late  pofterity 
of  the  ignorant  native,  who  has  no 
other  trace  of  the  fame  of  Pompey ! 
The  pedeftal  has  been  fomewhat 
damaged    by  the  inftruments    o^ 
travellers,  who  are  curious  to  pol- 
fefs  a  relic  of  this  antiquity ;  and 
one  of  the  volutes  of  the  colnmil 
wa^    immatarely    brought    dowa 
abont  four  years  ago,  by  a  prank 
of  fome  Bngliih  Captains,  which 
is  too  ludicrous  to  pafs  over. 

Thefe  jolly  fons  of  Nepcone  had 
been  pufhing  about  the  cann  on 
board  one  or  the  Ihips  in  the  har- 
boar,  until  a  ftrange  freak  entered 
into  one  of  their  brains.  The 
eccentridtjr 
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eccentricity  of  the  thought  occa- 
fioned  it  immediately  to  be  adopt- 
ed ;  and  Its  apparent  impofSbility 
was  but  a  fpur  for  putting  ic  into 
execution.     The  boat  was  ordered, 
and  with  proper   implements  for 
the    attempt,    thefe    enterprizing 
heroes  pufhed  ^ihore,  to  drink  fL 
bowl  of  punch  on  the  top  of  Pom- 
pcy*s  Pillar!  At  the  fpot  they  ar- 
rived }>    and     many    contrivances 
were  propofed  to  acconnplifli  thp 
de fired  point.      But    their  labour 
was  vain  ;   and  they  began  to  de- 
spair of  fuccefs,  when,  the  genius 
who  ft  ruck  out  the  frolic,   happily 
fuggeded  the  means  of  performing 
it.     A  man  was  difpatched  to  the 
city  for  a  paper  kite.     The  inha- 
bitants were  by  this  time  apprized 
of  what  was  going  forward,  and 
flocked  in  crouds  to  be  witnefTes  of 
the  addrefs   and   boldnefs  of  th/s 
Englilh-     The  Governor  of  Alex- 
andria was  told  that  thefe  feamen 
were  about  to  pull  down  Pompey's 
Pillar.    But  whether  Ke  gave  them 
credit  for  their  rcfpe£l  to  the  Roman 
warrior,  or  to  the  Turkifh  govern- 
menty  he  left  them  to  themfelves, 
and   politely   anfwered,    that   the 
Englifh  were  too  great  patriots  to 
injure   the    remains   of   Pompey, 
He  knew  little,  however,  of  the 
difpoHcion  of  the  people  who  were 
engaged  in  this  undertaking.  Had 
the  Turkifh  empire  rofe  in  pppo- 
fitioit,  ic  would  not,  perhaps,  at 
that  moment  have  deterred  them. 
The  kite  was  brought,   and  Aown 
fo  direftiy  over    the   pillar,    that 
when  it  fell  on  the  other  fide,  the 
finsig    lodged    upon    the   capital. 
The  chief  obftacle  was  now  over- 
come.     A  two-inch  rope  was  tied 
to  one  end   of  the    ftring,    and 
drawn  over  the  pillar. by  the  end 
to  which  the  kic^  was  affixed.    By 


this  rope  one  of  the  (ieamen  ascend- 
ed to  the  top,  and  in  iefs  than  aa 
hour  a  kind  of  (hroud  was  con* 
llruded,  by  which  the  whole  com« 
pany  went  up*  and  dra^k  their 
punch  amid  the  ihouis  of  ihe 
aftoniihed  multitude.  To  the  eye 
below,  the  capital  of  the  pillar 
does  not  appear  capable  of  holdirg 
more  than  one  man  upon  it  ;  but 
our  feamen  found  ic  could  conuia 
no  Iefs  than  eight  perfons  very 
conveniently.  Ic  is  aflonifliicg 
that  no  accident  bsfel  thefe  maJ- 
caps,  in  a  ficuation  fo  elevated, 
that  would  have  turned  a  laodman 
giddy  in  his  fober  fenfes.  The 
only  detriment  which  the  pillar 
received,  wasthelofs  of  the  volute 
before  -  mentioned  ;  which  came 
down  with  a  thundering  found, 
and  was  carried  to  England  by  one 
of  the  captains,  as  a  prefent  to  a 
lady  who  commiflioned  him  for  a 
piece  of  the  pillar.  The  difcovery 
which  they  made,  amply  com- 
pcnfaced  for  this  mifcbief;  as 
without  their  evidence,  the  world 
would  not  have  known  at  this 
hour,  that  there  was  originally  a 
ftatue  oa  this  pillar^  one  tooc  and 
ancie.of  which  are  flill  remaining. 
The  ilatue  was,  probably,  of  Pom- 
pey himfelf ;  and  muft  have  beeo 
of  a  gigantic  fize,  to  have  appeared 
of  a  man's  proportion  at  io  great 
an  height. 

There  are  circomftances  in  this 
(lory  which  might  give  ic  an  air  of 
fidlion,  were  ic  not  demonftraccd 
beyond  all  doubt.  Befides  the 
tefti monies  of  many  eye-witneifes, 
the  adventurers  themfelves  have 
left  us  a  token  of  the  h6L,  by  the 
initials  of  theirnames,  which  are 
very  legible  in  black  painc  juft 
btncath  the  capital. 
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Kximplary  Infianci  of  Jujiice  in  the 
fn/ent  King  of  Pruiria. 

ONE  John  Michael  Arnold,  a 
miller,  had  bought  ihe  leafe 
of  a  mill,  belonging  to  the  eftace 
ofCounc$chmettau(^PommeKz)g, 
ficuaced  in  the  New  Marche  of 
Brandenbufgh,  near  the  city  of 
Cuftrin'y  and  known  in  that  pro- 
vince andep  the  name  of  the  Pom- 
merz'gerKreb's  Mill.  This  mill, 
at  the  time  when  Mr.  Arnold 
bought  the  leafe  of  it,  was  plen- 
tifully fupplied  with  water,  by  a 
rivulet  which  empties  itfelf  into 
the  river  Warta.  During  fix  years, 
Mr.  Arnold  had  made  various  im- 
provements in  the  fa  id  milK  and, 
by  means  of  his  labour  and  in- 
duftry,  had  been  enabled  to  pay 
his  rent  regularly,  and  to  acquire 
a  fufficicncy  for  the  maintenance 
of  his  family.  At  the  end  of  that 
period,  about  four  years  ago,  che 
proprietor  of  the  faid  mill  refolved 
to  enlarge  a  fiih-pond  contiguous 
to  his  feat,  and  caufed  a  canal  to 
be  cut  from  the  faid  rivulet,  at  a 
fmall  diftance  above  the  mil),  to 
fupply  his  fiih-poQd  with  water. 
By  thefe  means  th^  current  of  the 
ftream  was  leffened,  and  the  quan. 
tity  of  water  fo  much  diminiihed, 
that  the  mill  could  no  longer  do 
the  ufual  work. 

The  miller  bad  forefeen  the 
event,  and  from  the  beginning 
had  rembnftrated  again  ft  the  cut- 
ting of  the  canal.  But  his  re- 
monftrances,  as  well  as  his  foli- 
citations  for  cancelling  the  leafe, 
proving  in  v:iin,  he  was  at  laft 
forced  to  feek  redrefs  in  a  court  of 
judicature  at  Cuftrin,  to  whofe 
cognizance  the  affair  belonged : 
but  hia  lord  being  ft  man  of  for- 


tune and  confequence  in  that  pro* 
vince,  foon  found  means,  to  fruf- 
trate  hisr  endeavours.  He  con- 
tinued to  enlarge  his  fifh-pond, 
h  that  the  miller,  inftead  of  find- 
ing redrefs,  found  his  water  daily 
decreafing  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
at  iaft  he  could  only  work  during 
two  or  three  weeks  in  fpring,  and 
about  as  many  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  year. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  the 
miller  could  no  longer  procure  his 
livelihood,  and  pay  his  rent,  and 
confequenriy  Tjecame  indebted  to 
his  lord  for  a  confiderable  fum. 
The  latter,  in  order  to  obtain  his 
rent,  entered  a  fuit  againft  him  in 
the  fame  court  of  law  at  Cuftrin, 
which  had  before  refu fed  relief  to  > 
the  miller,  and  foon  obtained  a 
fentence  againft  the  miller's  effefls ; 
which  fentence  being  approved  of 
and  ratified  in  the  High  Court  of 
Appeals  at  Berlin,  was  put  into  * 
execution.  The  ijiiller's  leafe, 
utenfils,  goods,  and  chattels,  were 
feized,  and  fold,  in  order  to  pay 
the  arrears  of  rent,  and  the  ex- 
pences  of  a  moft  iniquitous  law- 
fuit;  and  thus  poor  Arnold  and 
his  family  were  reduced  to  want 
and  wretched nefs. 

A  glaring  injuflice  of  that  kind 
could  not  pafs  unnoticed  by  fome 
friends  to  humanity,  who  well  • 
knew  the  benevolent  and  equi- 
table intentions  of  their  fbvercign. 
They  advifed  and  aflifted  the  mil- 
ler to  lay  his- cafe  before  the  king. 
'His  majefty,  ftruck  with  the  fim- 
plicity  of  the  narrative,  and  the 
injuftice  that  had  apparently  beea 
committed,  refolved  to  inquire  mi- 
nutely into  this  affair,  and  if  the 
miller's  afTertions  were  founded  in 
trath,    to  punifh,    in    an  exem- 
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plary  mtnner,  the  aotbors  and 
promoters  of  fach  an  nnjuft  fen* 
tencc. 

The  king  accordingly  made  in- 
quiries, and  the  ioforDiactons  he 
received  corroborated  the  miller's 
narrative.  His  majefty  afterwards 
ordered  the  Regifter  of  his  High 
Court  of  Appeals,  as  alfo  all  the 
inemortals  and  pleadings  of  the 
faid  law.fuit,  to  be  laid  before 
him,  which 'he  revifed  himfelf, 
affilled  by  an  eminent  lawyer;  and 
that  notl^ine  might  be  wanting, 
his  majefty  (ent  a  perfon  of  confi- 
dence to  Cuftrin,  with  orderai  to 
fdrvey  the  faid  mill,  the  rivulet, 
and  the  new  canal »  as  alfo  to  in* 
quire  into  the  miller's  character, 
his  former  fituation  in  life,  the 
trne  caufe  of  his  failure,  and  all 
other  circumftances  attending  this 
affair.  And  after  beine  folly  con- 
vinced, as  well  from  the  report  of 
the  faid  commiiConer,  as  alfo  from 
the  papers  laid  before  him,  that 
the  fenten^e  againft  the  faid  miller 
Arnold  was  an  adt  of  the  moft  fin^ 
gular  injuilice  and  oppreflion^  hi% 
majeily  immediately  dilated  and 
figned  his  refolutions  thereupon. 

On  the  neyt  day  the  king  or- 
dered his  high  chancellor,  baron 
Forft,  as  alio  Meffrs.  Chrift.  £- 
man.  Friedell,  Henry  Lewis  Qrann, 
and  John  Lewis  Ranilebrn,  the 
three  counfellors  learned  in  law, 
who,  together  with  the  chancellor^ 
had  figned  and  approved  the  faid 
fenience,  into  his  cabinet,  and  on 
their  arrival  his  majefty  pat  the 
following  queftions  to  them  i 

.      QUBSTION  L 

When  a  lord  takes  from  a  pea- 
fant,  who  rents  a  piece  of  ground 
under  him,  his  waggon,  horfe, 
plough^   and   other  nunfils,    by 


which  he  earns  his  living,  and  is 
thereby  prevented  from  payiisg  his 
rent,  can  a  fentence  of  diftrcfs  be 
in  juftice  pronounced  upon  that 
peafant  ? 

They  all  anfwered  in  th^  ne* 
gative. 

QvESTioir  n. 

Can  a  like  fentence  be  pro- 
nounced upon  a  miller  for  non- 
payment of  rent  for  a  mill,  after 
the  water,  which  ufed  to  turn  his 
mill,  is  wilfully  taken  from  him 
by  the  proprietor  of  the  mill  ? 

They  alfo  anfwered  in  the  he* 
gative.  • 

"  Then  (faid  the  king)  yott 
have  yourfelves  acknowledged  the 
injuftice  you  have  committeB. — 
Here  is  the  cafe: — A  nobleman, 
in  order  to  enlarge  his  fifti-pood, 
has  caufed  a  canal  to  be  cut,  to 
receive  more  water  from  a  rivulet 
which  ufed  to  turn  a  mill.  By 
thefe  means,  th^  miller  loft  his 
water,  and  could  not  work  his  mill 
above  a  fortnight  in  fpring,  and 
about  as  many  days  in  autumn  ; — 
notwithftanding,  it  is  expected 
that  he  Ihall  pay  his  rent  as  before, 
when  his  mill  was  plentifully  fup- 
plied  with  water ;  but  as  that  was 
out  of  his  power,  from  the  im- 
poiCbility  of  purfoing  his  trade, 
the  court  of  juftice  at  Cuftrin  dc-^ 
creed,  that  the  miller's  efieds, 
eoods^  and  chattels,  ihonld  be 
fold,  to  pay  the  arrears  of  »ent ; 
which  fentence  being  fent  to  the 
High  Gourt  of  Appeals  here,  is 
confirmed  and  figned  by  youi  and 
has  fince  been  executed^'* 

Here  the  king  ordered  the  fen- 
tence, with  their  refpe^ve  figna-* 
turcs,  to  be  laid  before  them,  and 
afterwards  commanded  his  private 
fccretary  to  read  the  refolutions 

which 
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which  his  majefty  had  di6tite<l  to 
him,  and  figned  bejfore^  and  which 
are  as  follow : 

••  The  fcntcnce  decreed  againft 
the  miller  Arnold,  of  the  Pomcrt- 
zigcr  Krebs  Mill,  in  the  New 
Murche  of  Brandenburgh,  being 
an  aft  of  the  moft  fingular  in- 
juftice,  and  entirely  oppofite  to 
the  paternal  intentions  of  his  ma- 
jtily,  whofe  deiire  it  is  that  im- 
partial juftice  be  fpeedily  admi- 
niftered  to  all  his  fubjefis,  whether 
rich  or  poor,  without  any  regard 
to  their  rank  or  perfons ;  his  ma«> 
jcfty,  in  order  to  prevent  ilmilar 
iniquities  for  the  future,  is  re- 
folved  CO  puniib,  in  an  exemplary 
manner,  the  authors  of  that  unjuft 
fentence,  and  to  eftabliih  an  ex- 
ample for  the  future  condudt  of 
judges  and  magillrates  in  his  do- 
minions. For  they  all  are  to  con- 
fider,  that  the  meaneft  peafant, 
nay,  even  the  beggar,  is  a  man,  as 
well  as  the  king,  and  confequently 
equally  entitled  to  impartial  J uftice; 
efpecially  as  in  the  prefence  of 
juitice  all  are  equal,  whether  it  be 
a  prince  who  brings  a  complaint 
againft  a  peafant,  or  a  peafanC 
who  prefers  one  againft  a  prince  ; 
in  fimilar  cafes  juftice  (hould  a^ 
uniformly,  without  any  j-ctrofpeft 

to  rank  or  perfon. This  ought 

to  be  an  oniverfal  rule  for  the 
condu6t  of  judges ;  and  if  the 
courts  of  law  in  his  majefty's  domi- 
nions (hould  ever  deviate  from  this 
principle  of  equity,  they  may  de- 
pend upon  being  feverely  puniftied. 
For  an  unjuft  magiftrate,  or  a  court 
of  law,  guilty  of  wrong,  and  fub- 
fervient  to  opprefllon,  are  more 
dangerous  than  a  band  of  robbers^ 
againft  whom  any  man  may  be  on 
his  guard  ;  but  bad  men  entrufted 


with  authority,  who  under  tho 
cloak  of  juftice  pradlife  their  ini- 
quiiies,  are  not  To  eaiily  guarded 
againft ;  they  arc  the  worft  of  vil- 
lains, and  deferve  double  panilh- 
ment. 

'*  The  king,  at  the  fame  time, 
hereby  fignifies  to  all  his  courts  of 
law,  that  he  has  appointed  a  new 
high  chancellor,  and  that  his  ma- 
jefty  will  be  very  cxadk  for  the. 
future  in  the  examination  of  his^ 
and  o,f  their  proceedings.  They 
are,  moreover,  hereby  ftri&Iy  com- 
manded, 

**  I.  To  bring  all  law-fuits  to 
the  fpeedieft  conclufion. 

"  II.  Carefully  to  avoid  that 
the  facred.  name  of  juftice  may 
never  be  profaned  by  afts  of  op- 
preffion  and  injuftice  ;   and 

'*  III.  To  aa  with  the  moft 
ilbfolate  impartiality  towards  tvtry 
one,  whether  prince  or  peafant, 
without  the  leaft  regard  to  fitua- 
tions  in  life* 

"  And  in  cafe  his  majefty  fhoald 
find  their  proceedings  in  any  ways 
contrary  to  the  above  orders,  they 
may  depend  upon  a  rigorous  pu- 
nifhment ;  the  prefident,  as  well 
as  the  refpedive  judges  and  coun- 
fellors^  who  (hall  be  found  guilty 
of,  or  accefTary  to,  any  fentence 
dire6Hy  oppofite  to  the  funda- 
mental  principles  of  juftice.  Where- 
of all  the  courts  of  law  in  all  his 
majefty*s  dominions  are  to  take 
notice. 

(Signed)  Frederick.** 

Berlin,  Dec,  II,  1779. 

After  the  reading  of  the  above^ 
the  king  told  the  high  chancellor 
that  he  had  no  further  occafion  for 
'  his  fervices,  and  ordered  them  alt 
to  withdraw,  and  the  three  coan<* 
fellors^  Friedelj  Graun,  and  Ran« 
fleben^i 
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Heben,  to  be  taken  into  cuftody. 
He  alio  fent  immediate  orders  to 
Cuftrin,  for  the  prelident,  judges, 
and  counfellors,  who  had  decreed 
the  unjuft  fentence  in  the  fir  ft  in- 
ftance,  to  be  arrefted ;  and  after- 
wards nominated  a  commifilon, 
under  the  diredion  of  Baron  de 
Zedlitz,  miniiler  of  ftate,  to  pro- 
ceed againft  them  all  according 
to  law. 

.  His  majefty,  in  confideration  of 
the  faid  injuftice,  has  prefented 
the  miller  Arnold  with  the  fam  of 
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fifteen  hundred  rix-doUars.  He 
alfo  ordered y  chat  a  fam  equal  to 
that  produced  by  the  fale  of  the 
miller's  effe€ts,  be  flopped  and 
paid  to  him  from  the  falaries  due 
to  the  rcfpe6kive  judges,  &c.  who 
had  any  (hare  in  that  unjuft  fen- 
tence ;  and  has,  moreover,  con- 
demned the  proprietor  of  the  mill 
to  reimburfe  to  the  miller  all  the 
rent  he  had  received,  from  the 
time  when  he  firft  opened  &he 
canal. ' 
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Ode  /ffr  th  Nhw  Vbah.    U^ritten  try  William  Whitihej^d^  Eff. 

Poit  Laurua* 

AND  dares  infultinff  France  pretend 
To  grafp  the  THdent  of  the  Main, 
And  hope  the  afbniihM  World  fliould  bend 

To  the  mock  pageantry  aiTnin'd  in  vain  }  ^ 

What,  thotigh  her  fleets  the  billows  load, 

What^  though  her  mimic  thnnden  roar, , 
She  bears  the  eniigtts  of  the  God, 

Bot  not  his  delegated  power. 
Even  from  the  birth  of  Tipie,  'twas  Heaven's  decree. 
The  Queen  of  Ifles  fhoaid  reign  fole  emprefs  of  the  fea* 
United  BonrbonS  gi^nt  pride 

Strains  every  nerve,' each  effort  tries^ 
With  all  bnt  Juflice  on  its  fide. 

That  Strength  can  give,  or  Perfidy  devife. 
Dread  they  not  Him  who  roles  the  iky, 

Whofe  nod  direfb  the  whirlwind's  fpeed^ 
Who  bears  his  red  right  arm  on  (iigh 

For  vengeance  on  the  perjar'd  head  ? 
Th'  Almighty  Power,  by  whofe  auguft  decree 
The  Qjjeen  of  Ifles  alone  is  Sovereign  of  the  fea  i 

Vain-glorious  France !  deluded  Spain !  ^ 

Whom  ev'a  experience  warns  in  vain. 

Is  there  a  fea,  that  dafliing  pours 

Its  big  waves  round  your  trembling  fliores  ; 

Is  there  a  Promontory's  brow 

That  does  not  Britain's  vaft  atchievements  know  j 

Aik  Bifcay's  rolling  flood, 

Afk  the  proud  Celtic  fteepj 
How  oft  her  navies  rode 
Triumphant  o'er  the  deep  ? 
Aflc  Lam'  fummits  that  beheld  your  fate  * 
Aik  Caipes' jotting  front,  fair  caufe  of  endlefs  hate. 
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Yet  'midil  the  londf  ft  blafts  of  Fame, 

When  moft  the  admirine  nations  gaze. 
What  to  berfelf  does  Britain  daim  ? 

^Not  to  herfelf  (he  gives  the  pralfe. 
But  low  in  duft  her  head  (he  bows. 
And  proftratt  pays  her  grateful  vows 
To  Him,  the  Almighty  Pow'r,  by  whofe  decree 
She  reigns,  and  ftill  fliall  reign,  fole  eroprefs  of  the  Tea. 


Ode  /or  his  Majeflfs  Birth- Day.     By  the /am. 

STILL  oV  the  deep  does  Britain  reign. 
Her  monarch  ftill  the  trident  bear; : 
Vain-glorious  France,  deluded  Spain, 
Have  found  (heir  boafted  eftbrts  vain ; 
\'ain  as  the  fleeting  (hades  when  orient  light  appean. 

As  the  young  eagle  to  the  blaze  of  d^y 

Undazzled,  and  undaanted  turns  his  tyt^  \ 
So  unappalPd,  where  glory  led  the  way, 

'Midft  dorms  of  war,  'midft  mingling  fea?  and  (kics,  • 
The  genuine  o(Fspring  of  the  Brunfwick  name 
Prov'd  his  high  birth's  hereditary  claim. 
And  the  applauding  nation  hail'd  for  joy 
Thtir  future  hero  in  the  intrepid  boy.        4j^ 

Prophetic  as  the  flames  that  fpread 

Round  the  young  lulus'  head. 

Be  that  bleft  omen  of  fucccfs ;  the  Mufe 

Catches  thence  ecflatic  views. 

Sees  new  laurels  nobly  won. 

As  the  circling  year  rolls  on. 

Sees  that  triumphs  of  its  own 

Each  diftinguilliM  month  (hall  crown 

And,  ere  this  feftive  day  again 

Returns  to  take  the  graceful  ftrain. 

Sees  all  that  hoft  of  foes 

Both  to  her  glory  and  repofe. 
Bend  their  proud  necks  beneath  Britannia's  yoke,    ' 
And  court  that  peace  which  their  injuftice  broke. 

Still  o'er. the  deep  (hall  Britain  reign. 

Her  monarch  (till  the  trident  bear  ; 
The  warring  world  is  leagued  in  vain 

To  conquer  thofe  who  know  not  fear. 

Grafp'J  be  the  fpear  by  cv'ry  hand. 

Let  ev'ry  heart  united  glow  ; 
ColUAtfd,  rkc  the  Theban  band. 

Can  Bric^u  dicad  a  foe? 

No 
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No,  o'er  the  deep  (he  ftlll^  fhall  reign, 

*   Her  monarch  m\\  the  trident  bear  ; 

The  warring  world  is  leagued  in  vain  « 

'    To  conquer  thofe  who  know  not  feaf» 


From  am  Elegy  en  the  DeMtb  ofCapU  Coolc,  hj  Mi/s  Seward, 

YE,  who  *trt  while  for  Cook*s  lUaftrious  brow 
PIttck'd  the  green  laurel,  and  the  oak^n  bought 
Hang  the  gay  garlands  on  the  trophied  oars» 
And  pour'd  his  fame  along  a  thoufand  ihcn-es. 
Strike  the  flow  death 'bell  H—^^  weave  the  facred  Terfe, 
And  ftrew  the  cyprefs  o'er  his  honoured  hearfe  $ 
Jn  fad  proceflion  wander  round  the  (hrine. 
And  weep  him  mortal,  whom  ye  fung  divine  ! 

Say  firft,  what  Pow'r  inCpii'M  his  daantlefs  breaft 
With  fcorn  of  danger,  and  inglorious  reft. 
To  quit  imperial  London's  eorgeons  plains,         , 
Where,  rob'd  in  thoufand  tints,  bright  Pleafure  reigns  ; 
In  cups  of  fummer-ice  her  nedlar  pours. 
And  twines,  'mid  wintry  fnows,  her  rofeate  bowers? 
Where  Beauty  moves  with  undulating  grace. 
Calls  the  fweet  bla(h  to  wanton  o*er  her  face. 
On  each  fond  Youth  her  foft  artillery  tries. 
Aims  her  light  fmile,  and  rolls  her  frolic  eyes  ? 

What  Pow'r  infpir'd  his  dauntlefs  breaft  to  brave 
The  fcorch'd  Equator,  and  th'  Antarfltc  wave  ? 
Climes,  where  fierce  funs  with  cloud lefs  ardour  ihlue^ 
And  pour  the  dazzling  deluge  round  the  Line  ; 
The  realms  of  froft,  where  icy  mountains  ri(^, 
'Mid  the  pale  fummer  of  the  polar  ikies  ? 
It  was  Humakity!— on  coafts  unknown. 
The  fhiv*ring  natives  of  the  frozen  zone, ' 
And  the  fwart  Indian,  as  he  faintly  ftrays 
'•  Where  Cancer  reddens  in  the  folar  blaze,** 
She  bade  him  feek ;— on  each  inclement  ihoro 
Plant  the  rich  feeds  of  her  exhaufttefs  ftore  ; 
Unite  the  favage  hearts,  and  hoftile  hands. 
In  the  firm  compad  of  her  gentle  bands ; 
Strew  h^r  foft  comforts  o'er  the  barren  plain. 
Sing  her  fweet  lays,  and  confecrate  her  fane. 

It  was  Humanity  !— O  Nymph  divine ! 
T  (ce  thy  light  ilep  print  the  burning  Line  1 
There  thy  bright  eye  the  dubioua  pilot  guides. 
The  faint  oar  ilroggling  with  the  fcalding  tidei.«-» 


On  as  thou  lead*ft  the  l>old,  the  glorious  prow. 
Mild,  and  more  mild,  the  flopinf  fua-bMunt  glok  a 
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Now  weak  and  pale  the  lelTen'd  luftrei  play» 
As  round  th'  horizon  rolls  the  timid  day ; 
BarbM  with  the  fleeted  fnow,  the  driving  h«U 
Roih  the  fierce  arrpws.of  the  polar  gale  ; 
And  thro'  the  dim;  unvaried,  ling'ring  hours. 
Wide  o'er  the  waves  incumbent  horror  low'rs. 

And  now  antardic  Zealand's  drear  domain 
PrdwnSy  and  o'erhangs  th'  inhofpitable  main. 
On  it's  chill  beach  this  dpve  of  human  kind 
For  his  long-wandering  foot  fhort  reft  (hall  find. 
Bear  to  the  coa(t  the  *  olive-branch  in  vain/ 
An/j  quit  on  wearied  wing  the  hoftile  plain.— 
With  jeajous  low'r  the  frowning  natives  view 
The  ftately  veflel,  and  th*  advent'rous  crew  ; 
Nor  fear  the  brave,  nor  emulat;e  the  good. 
But  iicowl  with  favag^  thlrft  of  human  blood ! 

And  yet  there  were,  who  in  this  iron  clime 
Soar'd  o'er  the  herd  on  Virtue's  wing  fublime ; 
Revered  the  ftranger-gueft,  and  fmiling  ftrove 
To  foothe  his  ftajr  wiu  hofpitable  love  1 
Fann'd  in  full  confidence  the  friendly  ilame, 
Join'd  pUgbted  hands,  and  f  name  exchang'd  for  name« 
To  thele  the  Hero  leads  %  ^^^  living  ftore. 
And  pours  new  wonders  00  th'  uncultur'd  fhore  ; 
The  filky  Rctct,  fair  fruit,  and  golden  grain; 
And  future  herds  and  harvefts  blefs  the  plain. 
O'er  the  greca  (i^I  his  Kid?  exulting  play. 
And  founds  his  clarion  lovd  the  Bird  of  day  ; 
The  downy  Goofc  her  ruffled  bofom  laves. 
Trims  her  white  wing,  and  wantons  in  the  waves  ; 
Stem  moves  tbe  Bull  along  th'  afrighted  fliores^ 
And  coantlefs  natioi^s  tremble  as  h»  roars. 

Now  the  warm  folftice  o'er  the  fhining  hzy. 
Darts  froin  the  north  its  mild  meridiaii  ray  ; 
Again  the  Chief  invokes  the  rifing  gale. 
And  fpreads  agaj^  in  defart  feas  the  fail ; 

*  ne  tBvi'hNmeh.^^  To  carry  4i  greeh  bfincb  in  thelband  on  landing, 
it  a  pacific  figntl,  univerially  undicrftood  by  all  the  iflanders  in  the  8ou5& 
Scat.** 

t  Jhd  name  excbaf^*d,^^Tht  exchange  of  Dimes  it  a  pledge  of  amity 
amon^  thefe  iflanders,  and  was  frequently  prupof^d  by  them  to  Captain  Cook 
and  hit  people  $  fo  aUb  It  the  joining  noiet . 

}  His  /rvtafg /prr.— -Captain  Cook  left  various  kjndt  of  animalt  upon  this 
coaft,  together  vrith  garden-feedt,  fiec  The;  Zealamlert  bad  hitherto  fubfiftcd 
vpon  fifli,  and  fuch  coa^ffr  vegetables  at  their  climate  produced }  and  ibit  want 
or  better  provifion,  it  It  ^VLj^pof^  'm^^9fA  thim  «o  the  boprid  foAiet  of  eating 
Munan  fle(h. 
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0*er  dangerous  fhoals  his  fteady  ileerage  keeps. 
O'er  *  waMs  of  coral,  ambtifti'd  in  the  deeps ; 
Strong  Labour's  hands  thie  crackline  cordage  twine. 
And  t  fleeplefs  Patience  heaves  the  founding- line* 

*£k  o/«pr9f  tffirs^  Afcvrtd^  wi^i  nta\^iiff» 

On  iU  Lo^e  tf  mt  Couutry.     Sfohn  im  fhi  Tkmifi  Mi  thr  PrM  P^m 
at  Oxford,  177Z.    Sj^^i  Jtev.  Chiriftopher  Bntfott. 

YE  fouU  illuftriotts,  who  in  days  of  ytutt 
With  peerlefs  might  the  Britiih  target  iyone,' 
Who  clad  in  wolf-^kin  fh)m  the  fcythed  cacf> 
Frown'd  on'  the  iron  brow  of  mailed  war. 
And  dar'd  your  rudely«painted  limbs  oppoft       ' 
To  Chalybean  fteel  and  Roman  foes! 

And  ye  of  later  ag^,  tho'  not  lefs  (km 
In  Tilt  and  Tournametat,  the  princely  jgfaffie 
Of  Artbur^s  barons,  wont  by  hardieft  (port 
To  claim  the  faireft  guerdon  of  the  court  ^ 
Say,  holy.SKades,  did  eVr  your  generous  blood 
Roll  thro'  your  faithful  (bns  in  nobler  flood. 
Than  late,  when  George  bade  gird  OA  every  thigk 
The  myrtle-braided  fword  of  li forty  ? 

Say,  wh^n  the  high-bom  Druids  magic  ftrain 
Rous'd'onr  old  Mone^%  top  a  female  train 
To  Madnefs,  and  withmofe  than  morul  rage 
Bade  them,  like  furies,  in  the  fight  engage. 
Frantic  when  «idi  unbound  her  briftling  hair. 
And  ihook  a  flaming  torch,  and  yellM  in  wild  defpair  ; 
Or  when  on  Crejff^  ^tldi  th«  fable  m^ht 
Of  Ed'ward  da»M  four  mdnorchs  to  the  fi]ght; 
jSay,  holy  Shades,  did  pattiotic  heat 
In  your  big  hearts  with  quickef  tranfports  beat; 
Than  in  your  fons,  when  forth,  like  flxHms,  they  pour'd 
in  Freedom's  cktife  the  fury  of  the  fwbrd; 
Who  rul'd  themaiA;  or  ghU&nt  armies  led. 
With  Hanvke,  whe'coiMjtier'd,  or  With  W^lf,  Who  bledf 

Poor  is  his  triumph,  and^  <tt%ra(f d  hfe  name. 
Who  draws  the' fword  for  empire;  weUtM,  ^r'ft^naf; 

*  WaBs  ^V^4/.— The  caral  rocks  are  d^cnbed  as  rifing  perpendicularly 
from  the  greateft*  depths  of  the' ocean,  inlbd^uch  that  the  founding-^line  could 
not  reach  their  bottom ;  and  yet  they  weire  hut  juft  covered  with  water.-^ 
Thefe  rocks  are  now  found  to  be  fabncated-by  rea-in(V£tt. 

t  AndfleepUfs  Patiinee*"^*  We  had  now  paflcd  feveral  m<^nths  with  a  maa 
•OAlUntly  in  the  f  haias  heaTiJif  ibe  lead.'* 

O  3  For 
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For  him  tho*  wealth  be  blown  on  every  wind, 
Tho'  Fame  announce  him  mightiefl  of  mankind, 
Tho'  twice  ten  nations  crouch  beneath  bis  blade» 
Virtue  difowns  him,  and  his  elories  fade. 
For  him  no  prayers  are  pourM,  no  paeans  fuiig. 
No  bleffin»  chaunted  from  a  nation's  tongue  ; 
Blood  mariBs  the  path  to  his  untimely  bier : 
The  curfe  of  Orphans,  and  the  Widows  tear, 
Ciy  to  high  Heaven  for  vengeance  on  his  head^ 
Alive,  deferted,  and  a^curft,  when  dead. 
Indignant  of  his  deeds  the  Mufe,  who  fings 
Undaunted  truths  aftd  fcorns  to  flatter  kings. 
Shall  (hew,  the  monAer  in  his  hideous  form. 
And  mark  him  as  a!n  earthquake  or  a  Storm ^ 

Not  fo  the  patriot  Chief  who  dar'd  withiUnd 
The  bafe  invader  of  his  native  land. 
Who  ma^e  her  weal  his  nobleft,  only  end, 
Rul'd  but  to  ferve  her,  fought  but  to  defend} 
Her  voice  in  council  and  in  war  her  fword, 
Lov'd  as  her  father,  as  ber  God,  ador'd  ; 
Who  firmly  virtuous  and  fcverely  brave. 
Sunk  with  (he  freedom  that  he  could  not  fav^i 
On  worth  like,  his  the  Mufe  delights  to  wait« 
Reveres  ^like  in  triumph  and  defeat. 
Crowns  with  true  glory  and  with  fpotlefs  fam^e. 
And  honours"  P'aolPs  more  than  FndericV^  ^ame. 

Htre  let  the  Mqfe  withdraw  the  blood-iUin'd  veil^ 
And  ihew  the  boldeft  of  public  aeal, 
Lo  !  Sydnejf  {}Ieading  o'er  the  blockT-his  mien,    - 
His  voice,  his.  hand,  unihaken,  clearj,  ferene ; 
Yei  no  harangue  proqdly  declaimed  aloud, 
7'o  gain  the  plaudit  of  a.  wayward  croud  ; 
No  fpecious  ^^nt  Death's  terrors  to  defye^ 
Still  Death  deferring  as  afraid  to  dye; 
But  fternly  (lent  4<>wn  he  bows,  to  prove 
Hof/  firm  hi^  yi^^tuous,  tho^  jpiiilaken,  X^qve,  , 

Unconquer'^d  Patriot  I  form'd  by  antient  iore« 
The  love  of  an^ftt.Freedoo)  to  reftore ; 
Who  nobly  fitted  what  he  bol41y  thought. 
And  feal'd  by:}>ea|h  the  lefibn  chat  he  tauj^ht. 

Pear  is^  ih^P  i(ie.  t^iit  links  the  aiv3ck>us  $ire 
To  the  fond  Babe  that  prattles  round  his  fire : 
Dear  is  the.  Jove  ^hat  prompts  the  generous  youth, 
his  Sire's  fon4  circs  and  drpoping  age  to  footh  j~ 
Dear  is  the  brother,  fitter,  hufband,  wife. 
Dear  all  the  charities  of  focial  life : 
jvf or  watits  £rm  irieodlhip  holy  wreaths  to  biQ4 
to  piitual  fympathy  th^  faithful  mii^d ; 

6  But 
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Bat  not  th'  endearing  fpritigs  that  fondly  move 

To  filial  duty  or  parental  love. 

Nor  all  the  ties  that  kindred  bofoms  bind. 

Nor  all  in  Friendfhip's  holy  wreaths  entwinM, 

Are  half  fo  dear,  fo  potent  to  controul 

The  generotts  worlcings  of  the  patriot  foul. 

As  is  that  holy  voice  that  cancels  all 

Thofe  ties,  that  bids  him  for  his  country  fall. 

At  this  high  fummons  with  undaunted  zeal 

He  bares  his  breafV ;  kivites  th'  impending  fteel : 

Smiles  at  the  hand  that  deals  the  fatal  blow. 

Nor  heaves  one  figh  for  all  he  leaves  below. 

Nor  yet  doth  Glory,  tho*  her  port  be  bold,  ^ 

Her  aipeA  radiant  and  her  trefles  gold. 
Guide  thra*  the  walks  of  D^ath  alone  her  cafy 
Attendant  only  on  the  din  of  war: 
She  ne'er  difdains  the  gentle  vale  of  peace. 
Or  olive  ihades  of  philofophic  eafe ; 
Where  Heaven-taught  minds  to  woo  the  mafe  refort. 
Create  in  colours  or  with  founds  tranfport ;  - 

More  pleas'd  on  Ifis  filent  marge  to  roam. 
Than  bear  in  pomp  the  fpoils  of  MinJen  home. 

To  read  with  Newton's  ken  the  ftarry.lky» 
And  God  the  fame  in  all  his  orbs  defcry  ; 
To  lead  forth  Merit  from  her  humble  ibade  j 
Extend  to  rifing  arts  a  patron's  aid  ; 
Build  the  nice  Sruflure  of  the  c^enerous  law, 
That  holds  the  free-bom  mind  in  willing  awe; 
To  fwell  the  fail  of  trade— the  barren  plain 
To  bid  with  fruitage  blu(h^  and  wave  with  grain  ; 
O'er  pale  Misfortune  drop  with  anxious  figh 
Pity's  mild  balm,  and  wipe  Aflii^ion's  eye  ; 
Thefe,  (hefe  ar6  deeds  Britannia  muft  approve, 
Muft  nurfe  their  growth  with  all  a  pareht's  love ; 
Thefe  are  the  deeds  that  Public  Virtue  owns. 
And,  juft  to  Public  Virtud,  Glory  crQwns> 

^Be  foltotwing  little  Poem  fitas  wrote  in  a  blank  'Uaf  before  Thomfon*s 
Seafons,  as  a  compliment  to  tJbat  ingenious  Author,  by  his  great  admirer 
and  name-fake,  the  Rev.  Mr,  William  Thompfon,  j^iK^  time  FilU<w  0/ 
Queen's  College,  in  Oxford. 

HAIL,  Nature's  Poetl  whom  (he  tau^t  idone 
To  fing  her  Works  in  numbers  like  her  own ; 
Sweet  a^  the  thrufh  that  warbJes  in  the  4^e, 
And  foft'as  Philomela's  tender  tale. 
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She  lent  her  pencil  too,  of  wond'rous  power. 
To  catch' the  rainbow,  and  to  form  the  flower. 
Of  many  mingling  hues;  and,  fmiling,  faid, 
(But  firft  with  laurel  crown'd  her  Favourite's  head) 
"  Thefe  beauteous  children,  tho'  fo  fair  they  ihine, 
**  Fade  in  mj  Ssasons,  let  them  live  in  tbinsJ'* 
And  live  they  (hall  the  charm  of  every  eye, 
'Till  Natueb  Helens,  and  the  Seasons  die, 

fbi  follomiing  beautiful  lines  wen  nuritten  hj  a  La4y  9n  pk/trffingfiwA 
liibiti  Hairs  on  bcr  h9^€r*s  Head* 

THOU,  to  whofe  power  relufiantly  we  bendj 
Foe  to  life's  fairy  dreams,  relentlefs  TimCj 
Alike  the  ciread  of  lover,  and  of  friend, 

Whv  ftamp.  thy  ieal  on  manhood's  rofy  prime  ? 
Alreaay  twining  'midil  my  T^^yx^s'  hair. 
The.  fnowy  wreaths  of  age,  the  monosients  of  care« 

Thro'  all  hev  forms,  tho*  Nature  ewn  tky  fway. 
That  boafted  fway  thoult  here  exert  in  vain  ; 

To  the  laft  beam  of  life's  declining  day, 

Thyrfis  ihall  view,  unmovM,  thy  potent  reign* 

Secure  to  pleafe,  wfailft  goodnefs  knows  to  charm, 

JFancy  and  tafte  delight,  or  fenfe  ai^d  truth  inform« 

Tyrant,  when  from  that  lip  of  crimfon  glow. 
Swept  by  thy  chilling  wmg,  the  rofe  Ihall  fly ; 

When  thy  i-ude  fcythe  indents  his  polifh'd  brow« 
And  ^uench'd  is  all  the  luf(re  ot  his  eye ; 

When  ruthlcfs  age  difperics  ev'ry  grace. 

Each  fmile  thM  peams  from  that  ingenious  face-» 

Then,'  thro'  ker  ftores,  ihall  a^e  M«in'ry  iove« 
Teaching  each  various  charm  to  bloom  anew> 

And  ftill  the  raptur'd  eye  of  faithful  lov* 
Shall*  bend  on  Thyr(is  its  delighted  view  ; 

Still  ihall  he  triumph,  with  reiiftlefs  power, 

StUI  rule,  the  ^onqyei-'d  heart  tP  life's  rcmpteft  liooff 

•  -  .         ^  * 

1(&RSE9  If  ladf  Craven,  oir  Pre^mittg  fie  fipuf  kn He^i m^ hf 

Feet. 

WHEN  Nature,  tir'd  with  thought^  was  funk  tonft« 
And  all  my.fenfes  were  by  ileep  polfeft ; 
Sweet  iledp,  that  foft  and  balmy  comfort  brings 
Alikp  to  peg;ar9  und  defpotic  kings; 
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I  dreamt  of  peace  I  never  felt  before, 

I  dreamt  my  heart  wzs  lying  on  the  Root* 

I  vicwM  it,  ftrange  to  tell !   with  joyful  eyes. 

And,  flranger  Hill,  without  the  leafl  forprife ! 

Elated  with  the  fight,  I  fmifing  fat, 

Exdhing  o'er  the  viffim  at  mv  feet; 

3  at  foon  with  words  of  angutm  thus  addreil 

This  painful  fweet  difturber  of  my  breafl:— 

'  Say,  bufv,  lively,  tfembiing,  hoping  thing. 

What  new  aifafter  hail  thou  now  to  bnng. 

To  torture  with  thy  fears  my  tender  f^ame. 

Who  mufl  for  all  her  ills,  thee  only  blame?   . 

jSpeak  now,  and  tell  me  why,  ungrateful  goeft^ 

For  ten  years  paft  haft  thou  deny'd  me  reft? 

That  in  my  bofom  thou  waft  nurs'd,  'tir  tnxe^ 

And  with  my  life  and  with  my  ftaturc  grew. 

At  firft  fo  fmall  were  all  thy  wants,  that  I 

Vainly  imaein'd  I  eonld  ne'er  denv 

Whatc'er  thy  fancy  alk'd.-i-AIas  \  but  now 

J  find  thy  wants  my  'ev*ry  fcnfe  outgrow; 

And  ever  having,  ever-  wanting  more, 

A  power*  to  pleafe,  to  give,  or  to  adore. 

Say,  why,  like  other  hearts,  thou  doft  not  bear 

With  callous  apthjr  each  worldly  care? 

Why  doft  thou  fhrmk  at  Envy's  horrid  cries? 

In  thee  Cpmpaffion  Hatred's  place  fupplies* 

Why  not  with  malice  treat  malicious  men? 

Why  ever  pitv,  where  thou  fhould'ft  condemn^ 

Why,  at  the  nearing  of  a  difmal  tale, 

Poft  thou  with  forrow  turn  ray  beauty  pale? 

Whv,  when  dillrefs  in  any  ihape  appears, 

Poit  thou  difjblve  my  very  foul  in  tears  ? 

Why  in  thy  fecret  folds  is  Friendfhip  bred  ? 

In  other  hearts  its  vei^  name  is  dead. 

Why/  if  keen  Wit  and  learned  Senfe  draw  nxgh. 

Dolt  thou  with  emulation  beat  fo  high  r 

And  while  approving,  wifh  to  be  approved'. 

And  when*  you  love,  wiJb  more  to  be  belov'df 

Why  not,  in  cold  indifference  ever  clad; 

Alike  unmov'd,  regard  the  good  and  bad? 

Whv*  doft  tKott  wafte  my  youthfnl  bloom  with  care^ 

Ana  facrifice  ii»yfelf>  that  I  may  (bare 

Piftref^in  otheri?  Why  wilt  thou  adorn 

Their  dtys  with  rofes,  and*  leave  me  a  thorn  P 

But  here  J  faw  it  heave  a  heavy  figh. 
And  thus  in  fweeteft  founds  it  did  reply :  ' 

'  Ah!  ceafe,  Eliza!  ceafe  thy  fpeech  unjuft; 
TV  Heart  b49  ^'^  fulfiU'd  its  faqred  trail; 

^  And 
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And  ever  will  its  tender  manfion  ferve. 
Nor  can  it  from  thee  this  reproach  deferve : 
Againft  my  dictates  murm'ring  have  I  found. 
Which  thus  has  Jaid  me  bleeding  on  the  ground. 
Compare  thyfclf  in  this  fame  hour  depriv'd 
Of  this  foft  Heart,  from  w^nce  are  all  derived 
The  fame  bewitching  graces  ^which  adorn 
And  make  thy  face  appear  like  beauteous  morn : 
With  me  iu  brilliant  ornaments  are  fled. 
And  all  thy  features,  like  thy  foul,  are  dead. 
'Tis  I  that  make  thee  otherS  pleafures  (hare. 
And  in  a  iifter*s  joy  forget  thy  care. 
•  'Tis  by  my  dilates  thou  art  taught  to  £ud 
'  A  godlike  pleafure  in  a  godlike  mind ; 
That  makes  thee  oft  relieve  a  ftranger*s  woes. 
And  often  fix  thofe  friends  that  would  be  foes, 
'Tis  I  that  tremblingly  have  taught  thine  ear 
To  cheriih  Muiic ;  and  'tis  I  appear 
In  all  its  fofteH  drefs,  when  to  the  hearts 
Of  all  beholders  my  dear  voice  imparts 
Harmonic  drains:  'tis  not  becaufe  'tis  fine. 
For  every  note  that's  felt  is,  furely  mine. 
In  fmoothell  numbers  all  that  I  indite, 
^or  'tis  I  taught  thy  fearful  hand  to  write : 
My  genius  has  with  watchful  care  fupply'd 
Wliat  Education  to  thy  fex  deny'd ; 
Made  Sentiment  and  Nature  all  combine 
To  melt  the  Reader  in  each  flowing  line. 
Till  they  in  words  this  feeling  truth  impart, 
She  needs  no  more,  who  will  confult  the  Heart; 
And  own  in  reading  what  is  writ  by  thee. 
No  fludy  ever,  could  improve  like  me. 
And  when  thy  bloom  is  gone,  thy  beauty  flonni. 
And  laughing  youth,  to  wrinkled  age  is  grown. 
Thy  adlions,  writings,  friendihip,  which  I  gave. 
Still  fhall  remain  an  age  beyond  the  grave. 
Then  do  not  thus  difplac'd  let  me  remain. 
But  take  me  to  thy  tender  bread  aeain.' 

*  Yes,  foft  perfuader  (I  retum'd)  I  will ; 
And  if  I  am  deceiv'd,  deceive  me  fUlU' 

Seduc'd  I  was  in  hade ;  then  ilooping  low. 
Soon  re-inftated  my  fweet,  pleafing  foe ; 
And  waking,  found  it  had  not  lefs  nor  more 
Than  all  the  joys,  the  pangs  it  had  before .!  i 
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PROLOGUE  t«  tht  CHAPTER  of  ACCIDENTS. 

U^riiten  hy  GfioycE  Colmak,  Efy\ 

*  T    ONG  has  th«  p^ve  ftage,  how^'er  abfard, 
%  J  Been  rul'd  by  names ^  aad  govern'd  hy  a  ^witni. 
Some  poor  cant  term^  like  magic  fpells;  can  awe. 
And,  bind  our  realms  like  a  dramatic  law. 
When  Fielding,  Humour's  fav'rite  child,  appcarM, 
Lovj  was  the  word— a  word  ^ach  author  fear'd ! 
*     'Till  chac'd  at  length,  by  pleafantry's  bright  ray,  1 
Nature  and  mirth  refumM  their  legal  fway;  C 

And  Goldfmith*s  genius  ba(k*d  in  open  day.  J 

No  beggar,  howe'er  poor,  a  cur  can  lack ; 
Poor  bards,  of  critic  curs,  can  keep  a  pack. 
One  yelpcr  lilcnc'd,  twenty  barkers  rife, 
And  with  htw  howis,  their /narlin^s  ftill  diignife. 
Liw  banifh'd,  the  word  /entimefU  fucceeds ; 
And  at  that,  fiirine  the  modem  playwright  bleeds. 
Herd  fate !  but  let  each  would-be  critic  know, 
Thzt /enttofnts  from  genuine/>///Vy^  flow ! 
Critics !  In  vain  declaim,  and  write,  and  rail;  . 
Naturft,  eternal  nature!  willprcvail. 
Giva  me  the  bard,  who  makes  me  laugh  and  cry; 
Diverts  and  moves,  and  all,  I  fcarcekinow  why! 
Ufttaught  by  commentators,   French  or  Dutch, 
Paflion  dill  anfwers  to  thVeleflric  touch. 
Reafon,  like  FalftaBF,  claims,  when  all  is  done. 
The  honours  of  the  field  already  won. 

To-night,  our  author's  is  a  mixt  intent— 
Paflion  and  humour— /^oi;  and  Jtntiment : 
Smiling  in  tears— a  ferio  comic  play— 
Sunfhine  and  (how'r— a  kind  of  April  Day! 
A  lord,  whofe  pride  is  in  his  honour  plac'd ; 
A  governor,  with  av'rice  not  difgrac'd  ; 
An  humble  pried!  a  lady,  and  a  lover 
So  full  of  virtue,  fomt  if  it  runs  ever. 
No  temporary  touches,  no  alluiions 
To  camps,  reviews,   and  al!  our  late  confufions: 
No  perfonal  refleflions,  no  fharp  fatire. 
But  a  mere  Chapter— from  the  book  of  nature. 
^  Wrote  by  a  woman  too !  the  Mnfes  now 

Pew  liberties  to  naughty  men  allow ; 
But  like  old  maids  on  earth,  relblv'd  to  vtx. 
With  cruel  coynefs  treat  the  other  fejr, 
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ritOLOCUE  /a/*/  GENEROUS  IMPOSTOR.  J 

IJj  bi  enters  theStagi  looking  upon  a  Paper ^  And  addrejfing  himftlf  H 
tbi  Anther  bekind^^rom  *wbom  he  l^uppo/ed  to  have  recewed  «>.  J 

THIS,  Sir»  the  Prolojg^ae?  Why  this  piteous  whihe^ 
Forebodes  %  catcall  in  each  croaking  line. 
••  The  Author's  firftofFencc !•*-*•''  implorel"— "  bcfcech!'* 


Zoi^nds  \  'tis  as  dtfmal  as  a  dying  fpeech— 
'<  ^iie,  bilth»  and  prenuge,  and  edacatioB^ 


W^l  prove,  itfelf,  the  piece's  lure  damnation, 
An^  give,  like  hawkers,  by  anticipeaion^ 


\ 


Do  ^rou'  difcover  in  this  caft  of  feature 
Th^  ftrikibff  traits  to  fult  the  doleful  metres 
Give  it  to  r«r^«/— hij^  fad*^tragice  face 
Such  plaintive  fentimehts  will  apUy  grace. 
The  rueful  meaning  tfoodyiMy  fupply 
E'en  from  the  fruitful  river  of  his  eye ; 
Or  with  mute  path^t,  walk  about  and  figh, 
[To  the  jitidienceJ] 
Prologues  are  alter d  iince'  that  Gothic  d'ajf  , 
When  only  hungry  play-wrigAts  wrote— for  pay. 
Then  while  the  Bard — poor  miferable  ilnner ! 
Tremblect  behind-^uncertain  of  his  dinner — 
Forth  came  in  black — with  folemri  ftep— and  flow. 
The  afior  to  unfold  the  tale  of  woe* 
But  in  thcfe  days,  when  e'en  the  titled  damb 
Glows  with  the  pafiioa  of  dramatic  fame. 
When  as  the  faibion  gains,  it  may  indite 
The  card  of  compliments  for  a  third  night. 
With  fUle  laconic,  in  the  meafured  ilniin, 
•'  Lady  Charade  fees  friends  at  Drury-lane"— 
Jn  thole  bright  days-* this  literary  age,  ^f 

When  'tis  the  taftfc— the  very  thing— the  rage  > 

To  pen  fome  lively  morcean  for  the  ftage.  ^ 

When  belles  write  comedies,  and  beaux  have  wit. 
The  Prologue  too  the  fprightly  ton  mull' hit;* 
Flippant  and  fmart  in  cai:elefs  ealy  rhymes. 
Relief  the  gayefi  colours*  of  the  times, 
Camelion-like,.  on  fafhion's  air  mull  live. 
And,  like  that  too,  each  varying  tint  muft  givtf. 
[Returning  to  the  paper ^  andfuppofed  again  to  addireft  the  Author. \ 
This  will  ne'er  do  (paufing) — Can't  you  contrive  to  fwcU 
To  thirty  lines,  fome  airy  bagatelle  ? 
Or  take  your  fubje6^  from  fome  modiih  fcenes— 
M  JRletUoos"— «  Camps"—"  Elcftrical  machines  f" 

That 
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That  thought's  not  bad— Why  Uien  fuppofc  I  txy» 

Jn  metapbor^iht  Houfe  t'  cledrify./ 

Wind  the  cwduSing  ilrains  that  may  difpeofd 

The  mild  efHuvia's  eenial  influence. 

Or  fin  the  charfi^Cy  the  powerful  charge  that  draW9| 

I'rom  yon  dreaa  Gods  I  th«  thunder  of  applaufe : 

Or  if  fuch  potent  virtue  can't  controul 

The  angry  critic's  mn-eleSlrH  foul. 

The  ladies  couri-r — The  light'ning  ot  whofe  ejes/ 

The  apt  allufion  readily  fupplies. — 

From  thofe  bright  oibs  th'  acthereal  bean^  that  plays^ 

Will  blait  the  critic  thorn,  bat  fpare  the  bays. 

Something  like  this  may  do-— ^fome  neat  terfe'thing. 
With  a  few  fmirks— and  i miles— and  bows  fnua  King^ 
\To  the  Audience J\ 

Mean  time  the  want  of  form  for  once  forgive^ 
And  for  this  x^ight  all^w  the  piece  to  live. 

EPILOGUE  H   Ladf  CfLAv^n^i   Cgnuiy   of  th  MINI  A- 
TURE   PICTURE. 

Sfoken  hy  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Hob  art,  at  Newbury,  and  fy  Mrs,  Abinc« 
TOK,  at  Drury-lanCi     fFrittm  by  Mr.  Jbkyll, 

THE  men,  like  tyrants  of  the  Tarki&  kind, 
Have  long  our  &x^s  energy  confin'd ; 
In  full  drefs  black>  and  bow,  and  folemn  ftalk^ 
Have  lon^  monopolized  the  Prologue's  walk* 
But  ftill  the  flippant  Epilogue  was  our's ; 
It  afked  for  gay  fupport'-the  female  pow'rs; 
It  aflt'd  a  flirtine  air,  coquet  and  frjee ; 
And  fo  to  murder  it,  they  fix'd  on  me. 

Much  thev  miftake  iny  talents — I  was  bora 
To  tell,  in  lobs  and  fl^hs,  fome  tale  forlorn; 
To  wet  my  handkerchief  with  Juliet's  woea. 
Or  tune  to  Shore's  defpair  my  tragic  noft. 

Yes,  gentlemen^  in  ecLucaoon's  fpite, 
Yott  ftill  ihall  And  that  we  can  read  and  write  j^  ^ 
Like  you,  can  fwell  a  debt  or  a  debate. 
Can  quit  the  card-table  to  fteer  the  ftate; 
Or  bid  our  BelU  AJftmhlh'%  rheteric  flow. 
To  drown  your  dull  dedaimers  at  Soho.  -         \  ^    • 
'  Methinks  e'en  now  I  hear  my  fex's  topguesj 
The'ihrill,  (mart  melody  of  female  lungs! 
The  ftorm  of  queftion,  the  diviiion  calm. 
With  «<  Hear  her!  Hear  her!  Mrs,  fpeakerl  Ma'am, 

•*  Oh. 
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"  Oh,  order!  Order!" Kates  and  Sofans  rifc^ 

And  Margaret  move3,  and  Tabitha  replies. 

Look  to  the  camp— Coxheath  and  Warley  Common. 
Supply'd  at  Icaft  for  cv'ry  tent  a  woman. 
Tlfe  cartridge-paper  wrapt  the  billet-donx. 
The  rear  and  picqnet  form*d  the  rendezvous. 
The  drum's  ftem  rattle  Ihook  the  nuptial  bed ; 
The  knapfack  pillow'd  lady  Sturgeon's  head. 
Love  was  the  watch- word,  'till  the  morning  Rfe 
\  Rous'd  the  tame  major  and  his  warlike  wife. 

Look  to  the  ilage.     To  night's  example  draws 
A  female  dramatift  to  grace  the  caufe. 
So  fade  the  triumphs  of  prefumptnous  man! 
And  would  you,   ladies,  but  complete  my  plan> 
Here  fhould  ye  fign  fome  Patriot  Petition 
To  mend  our  conftitutional  condition. 
The  men  invade  our  rfghts— the  mimic  elves 
Li(p  and  nickname  God's  creatures,  like  ourfelves  ; 
Rouge  more  than  we  do,  iimper,  flounce,  and  fret; 
And  they  coquet,  good  gods  !  how  they  coquet ! 
They  too  are  coy ;  an  j,  monftrous  to-relate ! 
Their's  is  the  coynefs  in  a  teti-a-teig. 
Yes,  ladies,  yes,  I  could  a  tale  unfold. 
Would  harrow  up  your— ^-cufhions !  were  it  told ; 

Part  your  combined  curls,  and  freeze pomatum. 

At  griefs  and  grievances,  as  I  could  (late  'em. 
But  fuch  eternal  blazon  mufi:  not  fpeak — 
Beiides,  the  Houfe  adjourns  fome  day  next  week*- 
This  fair  committee  ihall  detail  the  reft. 
Then  let  the  monfters  (if  they  dare)  proted! 

BxtraB  from  the  Ode  to  John  Howard,  EM  Author  of  the  State  of 
Englijh  and  Foreign  Frifons\  hj  W.  HaL£V* 

HAIL!  generous  Howard!  tho' thoo  bear 
A  name  which  Glory's  hand  fublime 
Has  blazon'd  oft,  with  guardian  care. 
In  characters  that  fear  not  Time  ; 
For  thee  fhe  fondly  fpreads  her  wings ; 
For  thee  from  Paradife  fhe  brings. 
More  verdant  than  her  laurel  bough. 
Such  wreaths  of  facred  Palm,  as  ne*er  till  now 
The  fmiling  Seraph  twin'd  around  a  mortal  bro«r* 
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I  fee  the  hallow'd  fliade  of  Halbs*, 
Who  felt,  like  thee,    for  human  woe. 
And  taught  the  health-diffufing*  gales 
Thro*  Horror's  murky  cells  to  blovtr, 
A^  thy  proteding  angel  wait; 
To  fave  thee  from  the  fnares  of  Fate, 
Commiffion'd  from  the  Eternal  Throne: 
I  hear  him  praife,  in  wonder's  warmeft  tone. 
The  virtues  of  thy  heart,  more  adive  than  his  own. 

Thy  foul  fupplies  new  funds  of  health 
That  fail  not  m  tl^e  trying  hour. 
Above  Arabia's  fpicy  wealth 
And  Pharmacy's  reviving  power. 
The  tranfports  of  the  generous  mind. 
Feeling  its  bounty  to  mankind, 
Infpirit  every  mortal  part; 
Amd,  far  more  potent  thah  precarious  art. 
Give  radiance  to  the  eye,  and  vigor  to  the  heart. 

Nature!  on  thy  maternal  breaft 
For  ever  be  his  worth  engrav'd ! 
Thy  bofom  only  can  attett 
How  many  a  life  his  toil  has  fav'd : 
Nor  in  thy  refctied  Sons  alone. 
Great  Parent !  this  thy  guardian  own ! 
His  arm  defends  a  dearer  flave ; 
Woman,  thy  darling^,  'tis  his  pride  to  fave  f 
From  evils,  that  furpafs  the  horrors  of  the  grave. 

*  Stephen  HAL^s»rninifter  of  Teddington:  he  died  at  the  age  of  84, 1761; 
and  has  been  juftly  called  "  An  ornament  to  his  profeHion,  as  a  clei|ryinan, 
**  and  to  his  country,  as  a  philofopher/*  I  bad  the  happineG  of  knowing  this 
excellent  man,  when  1  was  very  young;  and  well  remember  the  warm  glow 
of  benevolence  which  ufed  to  animate  his  countenance,  in  relating  the  fuccefs 
of  his  various  proje^Vs  for  the  benefit  of  mankind.  I  have  frequently  heard 
him  dwell  with  great  pleafure  on  the  fortunate  incident  which  led  him  to  the 
difcovcry  of  his  Venrihror,  to  which  I  have. all uded.-^He  had  ordered  a  new 
floor  for  one  of  his  rooms  ;  his  carpenter  not  having  prepared  the  work  fo  foon 
as  he  expe^ed,  be  thought  the  feaibn  improper  for  laying  down  new  boards, 
when  they  were  brought  to  his  houfe,  and  gave  orders  for  their  beinflr  depofired 
in  his  barn  ;— -from  their  accidental  podtion  in  that  place,  he  caught  his  firft 
idea  of  this  ufeful  invention. 

f  Mr.  Howard  has  been  the  happy  ioilrume&t  of  preferving  female  pri- 
ibners  from  an  infamous  and  indecent  outrage. — It  was  tormly  a  cuftom  in  our 
gaols  to  load  their  legs  and  thighs  with  irons,  for  the  detcftable  purpofe  of  ex* 
tortine  money  from,  thefe  injured  fufFerers.^^This  circumftance,  unknown  to 
me  when  the  Ode  was  written,  has  tempted  me  to  introduce  the  few  additional 
Lanzas,  as  it  is  my  ardent  wiQi  to  render  this  tribute  to  an  exalted  character  as 
little  unworthy  as  I  cao  of  the  very  extenfivc  and  fublime  merit  which  itafpiret 
to  ceUb/att. 
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Yc  fprightly  nymphs,  by  Fortune  niirft, 
Who^  fport  Id  Ioy*s  unclouded  air. 
Nor  fee  the  diftant  ftorms,  that  burft 
In  ruin  on  the  humble  Falri 
Ye  know  not  to  what  bitter  fxnart 
A  kindred  form,  a  kindred  heart. 
Is  often  doomM,  m  life's  low  vale. 
Where  frantic  fears  the  fimple  mind  a/Tail, 
And  fierce  affli£lions  prefs,  and  friends  and  fortune  faiL 

His  Care,  exulting  Britain  found' 
Here  firft  difplay'd,  not  here  confined ! 
No  fingle  tradt  of  earth  could  bound 
'The  a&ve  virtues  of  his  mind. 
To  all  the  lands,  whereVr  the  tear^ 
That  niourn'd  the  Prifoncfr's  wrongs  fevere^ 
Sad  Pity's  glift'ning  cheek  impearrd. 
Eager  he  fteer'd,  with  every  fail  unfurl'd, 
J^  friend  to  every  clime  \  a  Patriot  of  the  World  1 

Ye  nathnts  thro'  whole  fair  domam 
Our  flying  fofts  of  jojr  hayc  paft. 
By  Pleafure  driven  with  loofen'd  reinj 
Aftoni(hM  that  they  flew  fo  M! 
How  did  the  heart-improving  fight 
Awake  ^onr  woflder  and  delight^ 
When>  m  her  unexampled  chaqs^ 
Philanthropy  outihipt  keen  Pleafure^s  pace. 
When  with  a  warmer  foul  (he  ran  a  nobler  race ! 


Sweet  IS  the  joy  when  Science  flings 
Her  light  on  philofcphic  thought ; 
When  Genius,  with  keen  ardor,  firings   - 
To  clafp  the  lovely  truth  he  fought ; 
Sweet  is  the  joy,  wheii  Rapture's  fire 
Flows  from  the  fpirit  of  the  lyre ; 
When  Liberty  and  Virtue  roll 
Spring-tides  of  fancy  o'er  the  poet's  foul, 
Th^t  waft  his  flying  bark  thro'  feas  above  the  pote« 

Sweet  the  delight,  when  the  gall'd  heart 
Feels  Confolation's  lenient  hand 
Bind  up  the  wound  from  Fortune's  dart 
With  Fricndfhip's  life- fa pporting  band  1 
And  fweeter  flilly  and  far  above 
Thefc  fainter  joys,  when  pureft  Love 
The  foul  his  willing  captive  keeps ! 
When  he  in  Uifs  the  melting  fpirit-il^eps. 
Who  drops  delicious  tears,  and  wonders  that  he  weep  1 

.  •     5  But 
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..  But  not  the  brighteft  joy,  which  Arts^ 
In  floods  of  mental,  light,  bcftpw  ;     .        ,      • 
Nor  what  firm  Frindmip's  zeal  imparts, 
Bleft  antidote  of  bittereft  woe! 
Nor  thpfe  that  Love's  fweet  hoars  diipenfei 
-.     Can  equal  the  ftcftatic  fen fe, 

Wheiij  fwelling  to  a  fond'excefi; 

The  grateful  praifes  of  reliev'd  diftrefi,      ...     ». 

Re-echoed  thro'  the  hearti  the  foul  of  Boiinty  bleAl 

t>R0LOGUE   to  the  MliilATVKE    PICTURE1, 

tTriiten    hy    Richard     BRiksLBlr    SitiRinXK,    E/q-y     S'poken    ly 

Mr.  King. 

CHILL*D  by  roiigh  gales,  while  yet  reltrftant  Mijr 
With-holds  the  beauties  of  thtf  vernal  day ; 
As  fbme  fond  niaid,  whom  matron  froWns  reprove, 
Sufpends  the  fmile  her  heart  devotes  to  love; 
The  feafoii's  pleafures  too  delay  their  hour. 
And  Winter  revels  with  protraifled  pow'r : 
Then  blame  not.  Critics,  if,  thus  late,  we  briD|( 
A  Winter's  drama— but  reproach — the  Spring, 
What  prudent  cit  dares  yet  the  feafon  trull. 
Balk  in  his  whiiky,  and, enjoy  the  diift? 
Hors'din  Cheapfide,  fcarce  yet  the  gayer  fpark 
Atchieves  the  Sunday  triumph  of  the  Park; 
$carce  yet  you  fee  him,  dreading  to  be  late. 
Scour  the  New- road,  and  dafh  through  Qrofvenor-i|ati^i 
Anxious —and  fearful  too — his  deed  to  fhew. 
The  haclt'd  Bucephalus  bf  Rotten-roW  ! 
Carelefs  he  feems^  yet,  vigilantly  fly, 
■JVoos  the  ftray  glance  of  Ladies  paffing  by, 
While  his  off  heel,  infidioufly  aiide,  . 
Provokes  the  captfr  which  he  fcenis  to  chide  i 
Scarce  rural  Kenftngtoii  due  honour  gains; 
The  vulgar  verdure  of  her  walk  remains. 
Where  white.  roB'd  Mifles  amble  two  by  twOi     . 
Nodding  to  Booted  beaux — *  How  do,  now  do  ?* 
^     With  generous  queflions  that  no  anfwer  wsdt, 
«  How  yaftly  full  !  a'n't  you  comfe  vaftly  late  > 
*  Isn't  it  qttitc  chartning  S  When  do  you  leave  toWn  \ 
'   *  A*n't  you  qiiite  tir'd  \  Pray,  can  \^e  fet  ydU  dowil  ?* 
Thefe  fuperb  pleafures  of  a  London  May 
Jmperfed  yet,  we  hail  the  cold  delay ; 
But  if  this  plea's  dented;  in  otir  excufe  ^ 

Another  ftill  remain^  you  can't  refufe;  > 

it  is  a  Lady  writei-**aiid  hark— a  noble  Mufej       I 
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But  fee  a  Critic  ftarting  from  his  bench— 

•  A  noble  Author?'  Yes,  Sir ;  but  the  Play's  not  French; 

Yet  if  it  were,  no  blame  on  us  could  fall ; 

For  we,  you  know,  muft  follow  Faihion's  call ; 

And  true  it  is  things  lately  were  bn  train 

To  woo  the  Gallic  Mufe  at  Drury  lane ; 

Not  to  import  a  troop  of  foreign  elves. 

But  treat  you  with  French  adors — in  ourlelves: 

A  friend  we  had,  who  vow'd  he'd  make  us  {peak 

Pure  flippant  French, — by  contrad— in  a  week ; 

Told  us  'twas  time  to  iludy  what  was  good, 

Polifh,  and  leave  off  being  underilood. 

That  crouded  audiences  we  thus  might  bring 

To  Monficur  Parfons  and  Chevalier  King : 

Or  ihould  the  vulgars  grumble  now  and  then. 

The  prompter  might  tranflate— for  country  gentlemen. 

Strait  all  fub/crib'd-^Kings,  Gods,  Mutes,  Singer,  Atery 

A  Flanders  figure-dancer  our  contra^r. 

But  here,  I  grieve  to  own,  tho't  be  to  you. 

He  adlcd— e'en  as  moft  contraftors  do; 

Sold  what  he  never  dealt  in,  and  th'  amount 

Being  firft  difcharg'd,  fubmitted  his'  account : 

And  what  th*  event  ?  Their  induftry  was  fuch, 

Dodd  fpoke  good  Flemifh,  Bannifler  bad  Dutch*    - 

Then  the  rogue  told  us,  with  infulting  eafe. 

So  it  was  foreign,   it  was  fure  to  pleafe: 

Beaux,  wits,  applaud,  as  fafhion  ihould  command. 

And  Miffes  laugh — to  fcem  to  underftand — 

So  from  each  clime  our  foil  may  fomething  gain ; 

Manhood  from  Rome,  and  fprightlinefs  from  Spain  f 

Some  Rufiian  Rofcius  next  delight  the  age. 

And  a  Dutch  Heinel  fkate  along  the  flage. 

Exotic  fopperies,  hail !  wliofe  flatt'ring  fmilc 

Supplants  the  fterncr  virtues  of  our  ifle  I 

Thus,  while  with  Chinefe  f.rs  and  Indian  pines 

Our  nurs'rics  fwarm,   the  Britifh  oak  declines: 

Yet,  vain  our  Mufes  fear — no  foreign  laws 

We  dread,  while  native  beauty  pleads  onrcaufe: 

While  you're  to  judge,  whofe  fmiles  are  honours  higher 

Than  verfe  ihould  gain,  but  where  thofe  eyes  infpire. 

But  if  the  men  prefume  your  pow'r  to  awe. 

Retort  their  churlifli  fenatorial  law; 

This  is  your  houfe — and  move — "the  gentlemen  withdraw 

Then  you  may  vote,  with  envy  never  ceaiing. 

Your  influence  has  increas'd,  and  is  increafing  ; 

But  there,  J  trufl,  the  refolution's  finifli'd  ; 

Sure  none  will  fay— it  ought  to  be  diminilh'dr 
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CharaSers  of  Sallv^t  oHi  Livy.    From  Hayley's  EJay  oh  Hiftory. 

BUT  Rome's  proud  Genius,  with  exulting  claim. 
Points  to  her  rivals  of  the  Grecian  name! 
Sententious  Sallust  leads  her  lofty  train; 
Clear,  tho'  concife,  elaborately  plain » 
Foiling  his  fcale  of  words  with  frugal  care. 
Nor  leaving  one  fuperfluous  atom  there ! 
Yet  well  difplaying,  in  a  narrow  fpace. 
Truth's  native  ilrength,   and  Nature's  eafy  grace; 
Skill'd  to  detect,  in  tracing  AdUon's  courfe. 
The  hidden  motive,  and  the  human  fource* 
His  lucid  brevity  the  palm  has  won, 
^y  Rome's  decifion,  from  Olo  A  us'  Son^ 
Of  mightier  fpirit,  of  majeflic  frame^ 
With  powers  proportion'd  to  the  Roman  fame. 
When  Rome's  fierce  Eagle  his  broad  wings  unfurl'd. 
And  fhadow'd  with  his  plumes  the  fubjed  world. 
In  bright  pre-eminence,  that  Greece  might  own, 
Sublimer  Livy  claims  th'  Hiftoric  throne; 
With  that  rich  Eloquence^  whofe  golden  light 
Brings  the  full  fcene  diftindlly  tO  ,the  fight ; 
That  Zeal  for  Truth,  which  Intereil  cannot  bend* 
That  Fire,  which  Freedom  ever  gives  her  friend. 
Immortal  artifl  of  a  work  fupreme ! 
Delighted  Rome  beheld,  with  proud  c/leem. 
Her  own  bright  image,  of  coloffal  fizc. 
From  thy  long  toils  in  pureil  marble  rife. 
But  envious  Time,  with  a  malignant  llroke. 
This  facred  ftatae  into  fragments  broke ; 
In  Lethe's  flream  its  nobler  portions  funk. 
And  left  Futurity  the  wounded  trunk. 
Yet,  like  the  matchlefs,  mutilated  frame, 
To  which  great  Aitcelo  bequeathed  his  name* 
This  glorious  ruin,  in  whofe  ftrength  we  find  ^ 

The  fplendid  vigour  of  the  Sculptor's  mind. 
In  the  fond  eye  of  Admiration  iUlI 
Rivals  the  fiuifh'd  forms  of  modern  fkill. 


On  Biography  and  the  CharaSier  £/*  Plutarch.     From  the  fame^ 

O  BLEST  Biography!  thy  charms  of  yore 
Hifloric  Truth  to  ilrong  Affection  bore. 
And  foft'rinjg  Virtue  gave  thee  as  thy  dower, 
Oi  both  thy  parents  the  attractive  power ; 
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To  win  the  heart,  the  wavering  thought  to  fix. 
And  fond  deh'ght  with  wife  inftruflion  mix. 
Fixft  of  thy  votaries,  peerlefs,  and  afone. 
Thy  PtuT ARCH  (hlnes,  by  moral  beauty  known: 
Enchanting  Sage !  whofe  living  leffi>ns  teach. 
What  heists  of  Virtue  human  effbns  reach. 
Tho*  6ft  thy  Pen,  eccentrically  wild. 
Ramble,  ;n  Learning's  various  maze  beguil'd ; 
Tho' in  thy  Style  no  brilliant  graces  (hme, 
^  Nor  the  clear  condud  qf  correA  Defign, 
Thy  every  page  is  uniformly  bright 
With  mild  Philanthropy's  diviner  lieht. 
Of  gentleft  manners,  as  oi  mind  elate. 
Thy  happy  Genius  had  the  glorious  fate 
To  regulate,  with  Wifdom's  foft  controul. 
The  ilrong  ambition  of  a  Tha/an's  fooK 
But  O!  how  rare  benignant  Virtue  fprings. 
In .  the  blank  bofom  of  defpotic  kings  I 

Clfara^ir  0/ F ^01$ SAKT,    frtm  the /earn ^ 

YET  Courtefy,  with  Generous  Valour  join'd. 
Fair  Twins  of  Chivalry  I  rejoic'd  to  find 
A  faidifttl  Chronicler  in  plain  Froissart; 
As  rich  in  honefty  as  void  of  art. 
As  the  young  Peafant,  led  by  fpirits  keen 
To  fome  great  city's  gay  and  gorgeous  fcene. 
Returning,  with  increafe  of  proud  delight, 
I>wells  on  the  various  fpbnaor  of  the  fight ; 
And  gives,  his  tale,  tho'  told  in  terms  uncooth. 
The  charm  of  Nature,  and  the  force  of  Truth, 
Tho^  rude  engaging ;  fuch  th^  fimple  page 
Seems,    O  FRorssAnrl  to  this  enfighten'd  age* 
Proud  of  their  fpirit,  in  thy  writings  fliewn, 
•Fair  F^th  and  Honour  imrk  thet  foi*  their  own  ^ 
Tho'  oft  the  dupe  of  thofe  delofive  times. 
Thy  Genios,   fofter'ii  with  romantic  rhymes. 
Appears  to  play  the  legendary  Bard, 
And  trefpafs  on'  the  truth  it  meant  to  guard. 
Still  (hall  thy  name,  with  lafting  glory,  ftand 
High  on  the  lift  of  that  advent'rous  band. 
Who,  bidding  Hiftory  fpeak  a  modern  tongue. 
From  her  cramp'd  hand  the  Mbnkiih  fetters  flung,^ 
While  yet  deprefs'd  in  Gothic  night  (he  lay. 
Nor  faw  tfa'  approaching,  dawtt  of  Attic  day* 
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CharoBer  of  FfiTHUK  P a u l.     From  tUfam^ 

SARPI,  bleft  name!  from  every  foible  cleaTp 
Not  more  to  Science  than  to  Virtue  dear^  ' 
Thy  pen,  thy  life,  of  equal  praife  fecure ! 
Both  wifely  bold,  and  both  fablimely  pure  I 
That  Freedom  bids  me  on  thy  merits  dwell, 
Whofe  radiant  form  illura'd  thy  lettered  cell; 
Who  to  thy  hand  the  nobleft  talk  aflign'd. 
That  earth  can  offer  to  a  heavenly  mind : 
With  Reafon's  arms  to  guard  invaded  laws. 
And  guide  the  pen  of  Truth  in  Freedom's  caufft 
Too  firm  of  heart  at  Danger's  cry  to  floop. 
Nor  Lucre's  Have,  nor  yain  Ambition's  dupe^ 
Thro'  length  of  days  invariably  the  fame» 
Thy  country's  liberty  thy  con&ant  aim ! 
For  this  thy  fpirit  dar'd  th'  Aflaffin's  knife. 
That  with  repeated  guilt  puriii'd  thy  life; 
For  this  thy  fervent  and  unweary'd  care 
Form'd,  ev'n  in  death,  thy  patriotic  praver. 
And,  while  hii  ihadows  on  th,iae  eye-lias  hung, 
**  Be  it  immortal  I"  trembled  on  thy  tongue, 

Cbaraaer  c/Voltaike.    From  thtfam$. 

THO'  Pontiffs  execrate,  and  Kings  betray. 
Let  not  this  fate  your  generous  warmth  allay^ 
Ye  kindred  Worthies  I  who  nill  dare  to  wield 
Reafon's  keen  fword>  and  Toleration's  fhiekl. 
In  climes  where  Perfecution's  iron  mace 
Is  rais'd  to  maflacre  the  human  ra^ei 
The  heart  of  Nature,  will  your  virtue  feel. 
And  her  immortal  voice  reward  your  zeal : 
Firft  in  her  praife  her  fearlefs  channpions  live, 
Cfown'd  with  the  nobltft  palms  that  earth  ean  give^ 
Firm  in  rhis  band,  who. to  her  aid  advance. 
And  high  amid  th'  Hifforic  fens  of  France, 
Delighted  Nature  faw,  with  partial  care^ 
The  lively  vigour  of  the  gay  Voltaire; 
And  fondly  gave  him,  witn  An  ac  a  eon's  fire. 
To  ^hrow  the  hand  of  Ajge  acrofs  the  lyre : 
But  mute  that  vary'd  voice,  which  pleas'd  fo  long  { 
Th'  Hiftorian's  ule  is  clos'd,  the  Poet^s  fong ! 
Within  the  harrow  tomb  behold  him  lie,  ' 

Who  fili'd  ib  large  a  fpace  in  Learning's  eye  I 
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Thou  Mind  u n weary 'd !  thy  lotig  toils  arc  o*er; 
Cenfure  and  Praife  can  touch  thy  ear  no  more: 
Still  let  me  breathe'  with  juft  regret  thy  name. 
Lament  thy  foibles,  and  thy  powers  proclaim ! 

On  the  wide  fca  of  Letters  'twas  thy  boaft 
To  xroud  each  fail,  and  touch  at  every  coaft : 
From  that  rich  deep  how  often  haft  thou  brought 
The  pure  and  precious  pearls  of  fplendid  Thought ! 
How  didft  thou  triumph  on  that  fubje£t»tide. 
Till  Vanity's  wild  guft,  ibd  ftormy  Pride, 
Prove  thy  ftrong  bark,  in  evil  hour,  to  fplit 
Upon  the  fatal  rock  of  impious  Wit! 
But  be  thy  failings  cover'd  by  thy  tomb ! 
Ajtd  guardian  laurels  o'er  thy  afhes  bloom  ! 

From  the  long  annals  of  the  world  thy  art^ 
With  chemic  procefs,  drew  the  richer  part ; 
To  Hift'ry  gave  a  philofopKic  air, 
And  made  the  intereft  of  mankind  her  care ; 
Pleas'd  her  grave  brow  with  garlands  to  adorn. 
And  from  the  rofc  of  Knowledge  ftrip  the  thorOt 

Thy  lively  Eloquence,  in  profe,  in  verfc. 
Still  keenly  bright,  and  elegantly  torfe. 
Flames  with  bold  fpirit ;  yet  is  idly  rafli : 
Thy  promis'd  light  is  oft  a  dazzling  flafli; 
Thy  wifdom  verges  to  farcaftic  fport. 
Satire  thy  joy !   and  ridicule  thy  fort  f 
But  the  gay  Genius  of  the  Gallic  foil. 
Shrinking  from  folemn  taflts  of  ferious  toil. 
Thro'  every  fcene  his  playful  air  maintains. 
And  in  the  light  Memoir  unrival'd  reigns. 
Thy  Wits,   O  France  J  (as  e'en  thy  Critics  own) 
Support  not  Hiflory's  majeftic  tone ; 
They,  like  thy  Soldiers,  want,  in  feats  of  lengthi 
The  pcrfcvering  foul  of  Britifii  ftrength,    ^ 

CbaraStrs  of  Camden,  Rawlbiqh,   CLAasNooN,   BurnbT| 
IIapin,  Hump,  Lytteltoh.     Fntm  the  fame. 

HATL  to  thee,  Britain!  haill  delightful  land ! 
I  rprine  with  filial  joy  to  reach  thy  ftrand ; 
And  thou!  bTeft  nourifher  of  Souls,  fublime 
As  e'er  immortaliz'd  their  native  clime. 
Rich  in  Poetic  treafures,  yet  cxcufe 
The  trivial  offering  of  an  humble  Mufe, 
Who  pants  to  add,  with  fears  by  love  o'erqome. 
Her  niite  of  Glory  to  thy  countlefs  fum  ! 
With  vary*d  colours,  of  the  richeft  die. 
Fame's  brilliant  banners  o'er  thy  Offspring  fly ; 


In 


Digitized  by 


Google 


POETRY.  «i5 

In  native  Vigonr  bold,  by  Freedom  led. 
No  path  of  Honoar  have  they  fail'd  (o  tread: 
But  while  they  wifely  plan,  and  bravely  dare, 
Their  own  atchieveinents  are  their  f&teft  care. 
Tho'  Camdbn,  rich  in  Learning's  various  ftore. 
Sought  in  Tradition's  mine  Truth's  genuine  ore« 
The  waile  of  HiftVy  lay  in  lifelefs  fhade, 
Tho'  Rawlexgh's  piercing  eye  that  world  furvey'd* 
Tho'  mightier  names  there  caft  a  cafual  glance. 
They  feem'd  to  faunter  round  the  £eld  by  chance^ 
Till  Clarendon  arofe,  and  in  the  hour 
When  civil  Difcord  wak'd  each  mental  Power, 
With  brave  deiire  to  reach  this  diftant  goal» 
Scrain'd  all  the  vigour  of  his  manly  fouL 
Nor  Truth,  nor  Freedom's  injur'd  Powers,  allow 
A  wreath  unfpotted  to  his  haughty  brow: 
Friendihip's  firm  fpirit  ftill  .his  fame  exalts. 
With  fweet  atonement  for  his  kfler  faults. 
His  pomp  of  phrafe,  his  period  of  a  mile. 
And  all  the  maze  of  his  bewilder'd  ftyle, 
Illum'd  by  warmth  of  heart,  no  more  ofiend  : 
What  cannot  Tafte  forgive,  in  Falkland's  friend? 
Nor  flow  his  praifes  from  this  Angle  fource; 
One  province  of  his  art  difplays  his  force : 
His  Portraits  boaft,  with  features  ftrongly  like. 
The  foft  precifion  of  the  clear  Vandyke  : 
Tho',  like  the  Painter,  his  faint  talents  yield,        ^ 
And  fink  embarrafs'd  in  the  Epic  field. 
Yet  ihall  his  labours  lone  'adorn  our  ifle. 
Like  the  proud  glories  of  fome  Gothic  pile ; 
They,  tho'  conftrudted  by  a  Bigot's  handj; 
Nor  nicely  finiih'd,  nor  corre£tly  plan'd. 
With  fplemn  Majefly,  and  pious  Gloomy 
An  awful  influence  o'er  the  mind  aflTume; 
And  from  the  alien  eyes  of  every  fed 
Attrafl  obfervance,  and  command  refpeft. 

In  following  years,  when  thy  great  name,  Nassau! 
\Stampt  the  bleft  deed  of  Liberty  and  Law ; 
W)ien  clear,  and  guiltlefs  of  Qppreffion's  rage» 
There  rofe  in  Britain  an  Auguftan  age. 
And  /clttfter'd  Wits,  by  emulation  bright, 
Diffus'd  o'er  Anna's  reign  their  mental  light; 
TJiat  conftellation  feem'd,  tho'  ftrong  its  name. 
To  want  the  fplendor  of^  Hifloric  fame  : 
Yet  Burnet's  page  may  lafting  glory  hope, 
Howe'er  infulted  by  the  fpleen  of  Pope. 
Tho'  his  rough  language  hade  and  warthth  d^npte^ 
With  ardent  Honefty  of  foul  he  wrote ; 
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Tho'  critic  cen fares  on  his  work  may  fliower, 
|Like  Fsiitht  his  freedom  has  a  faving  power. 
'   Nor  (hah  thou  want,  Rapin  !  thy  wdi-eam'd  prailb 
The  fage  Polyqius  thoa  of  modern  diysl 
Thy  fword,  thy  jpeh,  have  both  thy  name  endear'd; 
This  joinM  our  arms,  and  that  our  ilory  cleared  : 
Thy  foreign  hand  difcharg'd  th' Hiiorian's  troftj 
Onfway'd  by  Party,  and  to  Freedom  juft. 
To  Ictter'd  Fame  we  own  thy  fair  pretence, 
prom  patient  Laboar,  and  from  candid  Senfe, 
Vet  puolic  Favour,,  ever  hard' to  fix, 
flew  from  thy  page,  as  heavy  and  proifix. 
For  foon,  emerging  from  the  Sophift'^  ichoolt 
With  SpiHt  eager,  yet  with  Judgment  cool,   ' 
With  fubtle  ikill  fo  fteal  upon  apptaufe. 
And  give  falfe  vigour  to  the  weaker  caufe; 
To  paint  a  fpecious  fcene  wit^  niceft  art, 
Ketouch  the  whole,  and  varnifh  every  part; 
Graceful  in  Style,  in  Argument  acute; 
Maftcr  of  every  trick  in  keen  Difpate ! 
liyith  thefe  ftrong  powers  to  form  a  winning  tale. 
And  hide  Deceit  in  Moderation's  veil, 
High  on  the  pinnacle  of  Pafhion  plac'd, 
Hume  fhone  the  idol  of  Hiftoric  Tafte. 
Already,  pierc*d  by  Freedom's  fearching  rays. 
The  waxen  fabric  of  kis  fame  decays.— 
Think  nbt,  keen  Spirit !  that  thefe  hands  prefome 
To  tear  each'leaf  of  laurel  from  thv  tomb  I 
Thefe  hands  1  which,  if  a  heart  or  human  frame 
Could  {loop  to  harbour  that  ungenerous  aim. 
Would  fiiield  thy  grave,  ahd  give,  with  guardifta  caie, 
$ach  type  or  Eloquence  to  flourifii  theve  I 
But  public  Love  commands  the  painful  talk. 
From  the  pretended  Sage  to  ftrip  the  maflc. 
When  his  falfe  tongne,  averfe  ca  Freedom's  canfe. 
Profanes  the'  fpirit  of  her  antient  laws. 
As  AfiaV  foothing  opiate  drdg'i  by  ftealth. 
Shake  every  flacken'd  nerve,  and  Tap  the  health  | 
Thy  Writings  thus,  with  fioxious  charms  reiin'd,  * 
Seeming  to  foothe  its  ills!  unnerve  the  mind. 
White  the  keen  cunning  of  thy  hand  preleads 
To  ftrike  alone  af  farty's  abjed  ends. 
Cor  hearts  more  free  from  Fa£lion's  weeds  we  feel^ 
But  they  have  loft  the  flower  of  Patriot  aeal. 
Wild  as  thy  feeble  Metaphyfic  page. 
Thy  Hift'ry  rambles  into  Sceptic  rage; 
Whofe  giddy  and  fantaftic  dreams  abufe 
A  Hampden's  Virtue,  and  a  Shakssfearb**  Muib. 
^'      •    '    ^'-      •     •     ^  •    •  •  -'•• Wilfc 
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With  purer  i^irity  free  from  party  ftrife» 
To  fooihc  his  evening  hour  of  honour 'd  life, 
^ee  candid  Lyttelton  at  length  unfold 
The  deeds  of  libeny  in  day)  of  old ! 
Fond  of  the  theme,  and  narrative  with  age, 
iifi  winds  the  lengthen'd  tale  thro'  many  a  page; 
B4t  there  the  begins  of  Patriot  Virtue  mine; 
There  Truth  and.  Freedom  fandify  the  line. 
And  laurels,  due  to  Civil  Wifdom,  (hield 
This  noble  Ncftor  of  th'  Hilloric  field. 

The  living  names,  who  there  difplay  their  power» 
And  give  in  glory  to  the  prefent  hour, 
I  pals  with  mute  regard ;  in  fear  to  fail. 
Weigh i tig  their  worth  in  a  fuipe£led  fcale: 
Thy  right,  poftericy !  I  facred  hold, 
To  fix  the  ftamp  on  literary  gold ; 
Bleft !  if  this  lighter  ore,  which  |  prepare 
'  For  thy  fnpreme  AiTay,  with  anxious  car^a 
Thy  current  fanction  unimpeach'd  enjoy* 
As  only  tindur'd  with  a  flight  alloy ! 

It  O  N  D  P  A  y.    Su/tg  hy  Mrs.  Barthelemon,  at  Ranela^h. 

I^TIGHT  and  day  the  anxioua  lover 
r^         Is  attentive  to  the  fair, 
^ill  the  doubtful  courtlhip's  over : 
Is  ibe  then  fo  mqch  his  care? 

Warm  as  Summer  his  addrefles, 

Hope  and  ardour's  in  his  eyes, 
Pool  as  Winter  his  carefTes, 

When  ihe  yields  his  captive  prise^ 

JSfow  die  owner  of  her  beauty, 

Sfes  no  more  an  Angel  face; 
||i|If  is  love,    the  reft  is  duty:- 

Ptcafure  fure  is  in  the  chacct 


ACCOITNT 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


2i8      ANNUAL  REGISTER,   1780, 
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Antidotes  of  Painting  in  England  ^ 
iviib  fime  Account  of  the  principal 
Aniftsy  and  incidental  Notes  on 
other  Arts ;  colleHed  hy  the  late 
Mr,  George  Vcrtue ;  and  nonv 
digefted  and  puhltjbed  from  his 
original  htSS,  hy  Mr.  Horace 
Waipole.     VoL  yd.  and  ^h. 

WE  are  indebted  to  oar  rea- 
ders -  a  loDg  arrear  on  the 
»cconnt  of  the  honourable  editor 
•©f  thcfe  menioir?.  The  two  firft 
volumes  were  publifhcd  in  the  year 
1762  :  and  a  (hort  view  of  the 
compiler's  plan,  together  with  our 
opinion  of  the  judicious  and  live- 
ly manner  in  which  it  was  exe- 
cuted, were  given,  in  (he  Annual 
Regifter  of  that  date.  The  third 
irolume  came  o^  the  following 
year ;  but  the  account  of  it  was 
deferred  till  the  publication  of  the 
ibiirth  and  laft»  which  was  then 
promifedy  and  for  which  we  have 
waited  with  all  the'  impatience, 
that  the  iingular  merit  of  the  pre- 
ceding parts  had,  we  believe,  very 
generallyVxcited. 

But,  how  much  foeverwe  nay 
bave  fufiei^ed  from  this  delay  in  the 
gratification  of  our  curiofity,  the 
motives  that  occafioned  it  cannot 
be  fufficiently  commended.  Mr. 
Walpole,  whofe  humanity  and  be- 
nevolence are  as  much  admired  in 
^v4ie  life,  as  are  his  fine  genius 


and  lively  talents  are  by  the  pablic. 
was  unwilling,  as  he  himfelf  in- 
forms us,  "  to  utter  even,  gentle 
cenfures,  which  might  wound  the 
afFedions,  or  ojlend  the  prejudices, 
of  thofe  related  to  perfons,  whom 
truth  forbad  him  to  commend 
beyond  their  merits*  -  -  As  he 
could  not  therefore  refolve,  like 
mod  biographifts,  to  difpeafe  uni- 
verfal  panegyric,  the  publicauoiLof 
this  lafl  volume,  which  contains 
the  lives  of  artifts  in  the  two  late 
reigns,  thoueh  it  had  been  long 
written,  ana  even  printed,  was 
deferred,  from  motives  of  tender- 
nefs  towards  their  furviving  friends 
and  relations."  To  ri(k  the  tide 
of  popular  curiofity  would  have 
been  a  dangerous  ctperiinent  in  an 
author  of  doubtful  repuution.  On 
the  othf  r  hand,  to  facrifice  a  long 
period  of  Certain  fame  to  the  gra* 
tification  of  a  private  fadsfadion^ 
was  ftill  lefs  to  be  expeded  from 
<he  vanity  of-  an  applauded  fa* 
vourite.  But  Mr.  Walpole'a  ge- 
nius and  virtues  make  him  fupe- 
rior  to  both  thefe  confiderations ; 
and  he  knows  that  men  of  true 
tafte  will  not  lefs  admire  the  be- 
neficent  exertions  of  the  one,  than 
the  moil  brilliant  prodndions  of 
the  other. 

The  fi  ril  of  the  volames  now 
before  us  commenoea  with  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  ibcond.  "  The 

arts. 
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arts,  fays  this  fpiriced  writer,  were 
in  a  manner  expelled  with  the 
royal  family  from  Britain.  The 
anecdotes  of  a  civil  war  are  the 
hidory  of  defirndlion.  In  all  ages, 
the  mob  have  vented  their  hacred 
to  tyrants,  on  the  pomp  of  tyran- 
ny. The  magnificence,  the  people 
have  envied,  they  grow  to  deteft  j 
and  miftaking  confequences  for 
caufes,  the  firft  objects  of  their 
fury  are  the  palaces  of  their  maf- 
ters.  If  religion  is  thrown  into 
the  quarrel,  the  mod  innocent  arts 
are  catalogued  with  fins.  This 
was  the  cafe  in  the  contells  be- 
tween Charles  and  his  parliament. 
As  he  had  blended  aiFe^lion  to  the 
fcience^  with  a  luftof  power,  non- 
fenfe  and  ignorance  were  adopted 
into  the  liberties  of  the  fubjeft. 
Painting  became  idolatry,  monu- 
ments were  deemed  carnal  pride, 
and  a  venerable  cathedral  feemed 
equally  contradiflory  to  Magna 
Charta  and  the  Bible. '  Learning 
and  wit  were  conftrued  to  be  io 
heathen,  that  one  would  have^ 
thought  the  Holy  Ghoft  could  en- 
dure nothing  above  a  pun.  What 
the  fury  of  Henry  the  Vlflth  had 
fpared,  was  condemned  by  the 
Puritans:  Ruin  was  their  ha rveft, 
and  they  gleaned  after  the  refor- 
mers. Had  they  countenanced 
any  of  the  fofter  arts,  what  cculd 
thofe  arts  have  reprefented  ?  How 
pidurefque  was  the  figure  of  an 
Anabaptift  ?  but  fe£iaries  have  no 
ollenfible  enjoyments  ;  their  plea- 
fares  are  private,  comfortable,  and 
grofs.  The  arts  that  civilize  fo- 
ciety,  are  not  calculated  for  men 
who  mean  to  rife  on  the  ruins  of 
eftabliflied  order.  Jargon  and  au- 
llerities  are  the  weapons  that  bed 
(prve  the  pur|>ofe8*of  herefiarcs  and 


innovators.  The  fciences  have  been 
excommunicated,  from  the  Gnof- 
tics  to  Mr.  Whitfield. 

"  The  rcftoration  of  royalty 
brought  back  the  arts  not  tade, 
Charles  the  lid  had  a  turn  to  me- 
chanics, but  to  none  of  the  politer 
fciences.  He  had  learned  to  draw 
in  his  youth.  In  the  imperial  li- 
brary acVienna  is  a  view  of  the 
lile  of  Jerfey, '  defigned  by  him. 
But  he  was  too  indolent  to  amufe 
himfelf.  He  introduced  the  fa- 
ihions  of  the  court  of  France, 
without  its  elegance.  He  had  feen 
Louis  the  XlVth  countenance  Cor- 
neiile,  Moliere,  and  Boileau,  who 
forming  themfelves  on  the  modeU 
of  the  ancients,  feemed  by  the  pu<^ 
rity  of  their  writings  to  have  flu- 
died  in  Sparta.  Charles  found  as 
much  genius  at  home,  but  hovr 
licentious,  how  indelicate  was  the 
ftile  he  permitted  or  demanded! 
Dryden's  tragedies  are  a  compound 
of  bombaft  and  heroic  obfcenity, 
inclofed  in  the  moll  beautiful  nam* 
bers.  If  Wycherley  had  nature,  it 
is  nature  (lark  naked.  The  pain- 
ters of  that  age  veiled  it  but  little 
more.  Sir  Peter  Lely  fcarce  favcs 
appearances  but  by  a  bit  of  fringe 
or  embroidery.  His  nymphs,  ge- 
rally  repofed  on  the  turf,  are  too 
wanton  and  too  magnificent  to  be 
taken  for  any  thing  but  maids  of 
honour.  Yet  fantaHic  as  his  com- 
pofitions  feem,  they  were  pretty 
much  in  the  drefs  of  the  times,  as 
it  is  evident  by  a  Puritan  trad  • 
publiihed  in  1678,  and  intituled 
**  yufi  anJ  Reafonahle  Reprebenfions 
of  Naked  Breafts  and  Shoulders.** 
The  court  had  gone  a  good  way 
beyond  the  faihion  of  the  preced- 
ing reign,  when  the  gallantry  in 
vogue  was  to  wear  a  lock  of  lome 
favoarioa 
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favourite  objcft ;  and  yet  Prynne 
had  thought  that  mode  To  damn- 
able»  that  he  publiihed  an  abfurd 
piece  againft  it,  called  The  Um- 
h^elinefs  of  Lo^e  locks  •. 

*'  The  fcdaries  in  oppoficion 
to  the  king,  had  run  into  the  ex- 
treme againft  politenefs  :  The  new. 
court,  to  indemnify  themfelves  and 
mark  aveifion  to  their  rigid  adver- 
faries,  took  the  other  extreme: 
Elegance  and  delicacy  were  the 
point  from  which  both  fides  ftarted 
different  ways;  and  taile  was  as 
little  fought  by  the  men  of  wit, 
•s  by  thole,  who  called  themfelves 
the  men  of  God.  The  latter 
thought  that  to  demolish  was  to 
reform ;  the  others,  that  ridicule 
was  the  only  rational  corrective ; 
and  thus,  while  one  party  dedroye'd 
all  order,  and  the  other  gave  a 
loofe  to  diforder,  no  wonder  the 
age  produced  no  work  of  art,  that 
was  worthy  of  being  prefer ved  by 
pofterity.  Yet  in  a  hillory  of  the 
arts,  as  in  other  hi  don  es,  the  times 
of  con fu Hon  and  barbarifm  mud 
have  their  place,  to  preferve  the 
connefiion,  and  to  afcertain  the 
ebb  and  flow  of  genius.  One  likes 
to  fee  through  what  clouds  broke 

forth  the  age  of  Auguftus." 

— *'  The  (hort  and  rempeftuous 
reign  of  James,  fays  our  author, 
though  he  himfelffeems  to  have  had 
much  inclination  to  them,  afforded 
fmall  encouragement  to  the  arts. 
If  is  religion  was  notof  acomplexion 
to  exclude  decoration  ;  but  four 
years,  crouded  with  infurre£Uons, 
profecutions,  innovations,  were  not 


likely  to  make  a  figure  in  a  hiftorj 

of  painting." 

—King  William  follows    next 
in  order.     "  This  prince,  he  ob- 
ferves,  like  moil  of  thofc  nn  oar 
annals,     contributed     nothing    to 
the  advancement  of  arts.     He  wa^ 
born  in  a  country  where  taftc  never 
flourifhed,    and    nature    had    not 
given  it  him  as  an  embelliflimeoC 
of  his  great  qualities.     He  courted 
fame,  out  none  .of  her  miniilers. 
Holland  owed  its  ^refervation  to 
his  heroic  virtue ;  England  its  li- 
berty to  his  ambition ;  Enrope  its 
independence   to  his   competitioa 
with  Lo  lis  the  XIV th  ;   for  how- 
ever unfucccfsful   in    the  conteft^ 
the  y/try  ftruggle  was  (klotary.  Be- 
ing obliged    to  draw   all  his  re- 
fources  from  himfelf,  and  not  con- 
tent to  acquire  glory  by  proxy,  he 
had  ho  leifure,  like  his  rival,    to 
prcfide   over  the  regiflers  of   bis 
fame.     He  fought  his  own  battles, 
infteadof^choofing  roottoeslfbr  the 
medals  that  recorrd^d  them ;   and 
although   my  Lord  Hallifax  pro- 
mifed  him  that  his  wound,  in  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne, 

Should  run  for  ever  purple  in  our  looats, 

his  majclly  certainly  did  not  be- 
fpcak  a  fingle  fuit  of  tapeflrv  in 
memory  of  the  aftion.  In  Ertg- 
land  he  met  with  nothing  but  diA 
gufts.  He  underilood  little  of  the 
nation,  and  feems  to  have  a6led 
too  much  upon  i.  plan  forme'd  be- 
fore he  came  over ;  and,  however 
neceiTary  to  his  early  fituation, 
little  adapted  to  fo  peculiar  a  peo- 


»  **  At  the  fale  ©f  the  la«e  Lady  Worfcly,  alwut  fcvcn  or  eight  years  a^O| 
was  the  porti-ait  of  the  Duchefs  of  Somerfet,  daughter  to  Robert  Karl  of  Eflcx 
(Q;^Flizabeth's  favourite),  witli  a  lock  of  her  failicr's  hair  banging  on  htr 
neck,  and  the  lock  itfelf  was  in  the  fame  aufiion.** 
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p!c  as  Ac  Engliih.  He  thought 
that  vatouf  and  taciturnity  wouid 
conquer  or  govern  the  world,  and 
▼ainly  imagining  his  new  fubjedls 
loved  liberty  better  than  party,  he 
trufted  to  their  feeling  gratitude 
for  a  blelEng,  which  they  could 
not  help  feeing  was  conferred  a 
little  for  his  own  fake.  *  Referved. 
anfociable,  ill  in  his  health,  and 
ibured  by  bis  fitoation,  he  (ought 
none  of  thofe  amufements  that 
make  the  hours  of  the  happy  much 
Jiappier,  if  we  rouil  except  the 
palace  at  Hampton. Court,  at  lead 
it^s  no  monument  of  his  tafie  ;  it 
ieems  ere£ked  in  emulation  of  what 
it  certainly  was  meant  to  imitate, 
tbe  pompous  edifices  of  the  French 
monarch.     We  are  told  that 

— Grtat  NaiTrti   to  Knelier*a  hand 

decreed 
To  fix  him  gracefal  on  tl>e  boirodine 

ftevd. 

In  general  I  believe  his  majedy 
patronized  neither  painters  nor  * 
poets,  though  he  was  happy  in  the 
latter — but  the  cafe  is  different;  a 
great  prince  may  have  a  Garth,  a 
Prior,  a  Montagu,  and  want  Titi- 
ans  and  Vandycks,  if  he  encou^ 
rages  neither «—Yoo  muft  addrefs 
yourfelf  to  a  paiftter  if  you  wilh 
to  be  flattered— >  A  poet  brings  his 
incenfe  to  you.  Mary  feems  to 
have  had  little  m<fte  propenfity  to 
the  arts  than  the  king  :  the  good 
qaeen  loved  to  work  and  talk,  and 
contented  herfelf  wilh  prayine  to 
God  that  her  huiband  might  be  a 
great  hero,  fince  he  did  not  choofe 

lo  be  a  fond  hufband. 

-*-Of  the  reign  of  Qjeen  Anne 
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fo  illuftrated  by  heroes,  he  obfenres, 
that  it  "  was  not  equally  fortiiv 
nate  in  artifts.  Except  Kneller, 
fcarce  a  painter  of  note.  Weft- 
minder- Abbey  teftifies  there  waa 
no  eminent  ftatuaries.  One  ma« 
there  was  who  difgraced  this  period 
by  his  architedure  as  much  as  he 
enlivened  it  by  his  wit ;  formed  to 
plcafe  both  Auguftus  and  an 
Egyptian  monarch,  who  thought 
nothing  preferved  fame  like  a  folid 
mafs  of  Hone,  he  produced  a  Re- 
lapfe  and  Blenheim.  Party,  that 
fharpcncd  the  genius  of  the  age, 
difbonoured  it  too.  A  halfpenny 
priiu  of  Sacheverel  would  have 
been  preferred  to  a  flcetch  of  Ra- 
phae).  Lord  Sunderland  and  Lord 
Oxford  cdlle^ed  books,  the  Duke 
of  Devon  (hire  and  Lord  Pembrc^e, 
pictures,  medals,  ftatues :  Th« 
performance'  of  the  time  had  little 
pretenhons  to  be  admitted  into 
fuch  cabinets."— 

— The  fourth  volume  opens  with 
George  the  firft.  "  We  afc  now 
arrived,**  fays  Mr.  Walpole,  **  ac 
the  period,  in  which  the  arts  were 
fonk  to  the  lowed  ebb  in  Britain. 
From  the  fllHfbefs  introdaced  bjr 
Holbein  and  the  Flemiih  mailers, 
who  not  only  laboured  under  the 
timidity  of  the  new  art,  bet  who 
faw  nothing  but  the  ftarch  and  un- 
pliant  habiis  of  the  times,  we  were 
fallen  into  a  loofe,  and,  if  [  may 
nfe  the  word,  %  dijjhhti  kind  of 
p?i'.nting,  which  was  not  Icfs  bar- 
barous than  the  oppoiite  extreme, 
and  yet  had  not  the  merit  of  re- 
prefenting  even  the  dreiTes  of  the 
age.  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller  ftill 
lived,  but  only  in  name,  which  he 


*  King  William  had  fo  little  Icifure  to  attend  to,  or  fo  little  difpofition  t» 
men  of  wit,  that  when  St.  Evrcrtiont  was  introduced  to  him,  the  king  (aid 
coldly,  **  I  thJnk  y«u  wal  a  major-grnerd  in  the  French  fci-vice.'* 

proftlcttted 
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proftituted  by  fuffering  the  moft 
wretched  daubings  of  hired  fabfti- 
tutes  to  pafs  for  his  works^  while 
at  rood  he  gave  himfelf  the  trouble 
of  taking  the  likenefs  of  the  per- 
fon  who  fat  to  him.  His  bold  and 
free  manner  was  the  folc  admira- 
tion of  his  fucceiTors^  who  thought 
they  had  caught  his  ilyle,  when 
they  negledled  drawing,  probabi- 
lity, and  ftnifhing.  Kncller  had 
exaggerated  the  curls  of  full- bot- 
tomed wigs  and  the  tiaras  of  rib- 
bands»  lace  and  hair,  till  he  had 
flrack  out  a  graceful  kind  of  an- 
na cural  grandeur ;  but  the  fucceed- 
ing  modes  were  ftill  lefs  favour- 
able to  pidurefque  imagination. 
The  habits  of  the  time  were  (hrunk 
to  awkward  coats  and  waiftcoats 
for  the  men ;  and  for  the  women , 
to  tight- laced  gowns,  round  hoops, 
and  half  a  dozen  fq needed  plaiis 
of  linen»  to  which  dangled  behind 
two  unmeaning  pendants,  called 
lappets,  not  half  covering  their 
ilrait-drawn  hair.  Dahl,  Dagar, 
Kichardfon,  Jervas,  and  others, 
lebufFed  with  fuch  barbarous  forms, 
and  not  pofTefling  genius  enough 
to  deviate  from  what  they  faw  into 
graceful  variation^^  doathed  all 
their  perfonages  with  a  loofe  dra- 
pery and  airy  mantles,  which  not 
only  were  not,  but  could  not  be 
the  drefs  of  any  aee  or  nation,  fo 
little  were  they  adapted  to  cover 
the  limbs,  to  exhibit  any  form,  or 
to  adhere  to  the  perfon,  which 
they  fcarce  enveloped^  and  from 
which  they  mud  fall  on  the  leafl 
motion.  As  thofe  cafual  lappings 
and  flowing  dreamers  wereimicated 
from  nothing,  they  feldom  have 
any  folds  or  chiaro  Tcuro ;  ana- 
tomy and  colouring  being  equally 
forgotten.  Linen «  from  what  oeco- 
nomy  Iknow  not^  is  feldom  allowed 


in  thofe  portraits,  even  to  the  Ia« 
dies,  who  lean  carelefly  on  a  baak, 
and  play  with  a  parrot  they  do  not 
look  at,  under  a  tranquillity  which 
ill  accords  with  their  feemiag  fitu- 
ation,  the  flightnefs  of  their  veic- 
ment  and  thelanknefs  of  their  hair 
having  the  appearance  of  their 
being  juft^rifen  from  the  bath,  and 
of  having. found  none  of  their 
doaths  to  put  on^  but  a  Icoie 
gown.  Architedure  was  perveried 
to  meer  houfe-bailding,  where  it 
retained  not  a  little  of  vanbrugh; 
and  if  employed  on  charches,  pro- 
duced at  beft  but,  corrupt  and  taw- 
dry imitations  oJF  Sir  Chriftopher 
Wren.  Stataary  ftill  leU  deieived 
the  name  of  an  art. 

The  new  monarch  was  void  of 
tafte,  and  not  likely  at  an  advanced 
age  to  encourage  the  embeliifli- 
ment  of  a  country,  to  which  he 
had  little  partiality,  and  with  the 
face  of  which  he  had  few  oppor- 
tunities   of   getting    acqoainiedi 
though  had  he  been  better  known, 
he  muft  have  grown  the  delight  of 
it,  polTefiing  all  that  plain  good* 
humoured  iimplicity  and  focial  in- 
tegrity,  which    peculiarly  dillin- 
guilhes  tJbi  bontfi  Englijb  pri^vati    ' 
gentleman.     Like  thofe  patriots,  it 
was  more  natural  to  Geof;ge  the 
fir  ft  to  be  content  with,  or  even 
partial  to  whatever  he  found  eftab- 
lifhed,  than  to  j(eek  for  improve* 
ment  and  foreign  ornament.     But 
the  arts,  when  negle^d,  always 
degenerate.    Encouragement  miift 
keep  them  np,  or  a  genius  revivify 
them.     Neither  happened   iroder 
the  firft  of  the  houfe  of  Brunfwic." 

Having  finiftied  the  reign  of 
George  the  firft,  '*  it  is  with 
complacency,  fays  the  author,  I 
enter  upon  a  more  flitning  period 
in  the  hiftory  of  arts,  upon  a  new 
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«ra;  for  though  parotiog  made 
bat  feeble  efforts  towards  advance*' 
menty  yet  it  was  in  the  reign  of 
George  the  fecoad  chat  archicedure 
revived  in  antique  purity;  and 
that  an  art  unknown  to  every  age 
and  climate  not  only  ftarted  into 
being,  bat  advanced  with  mailer- 
Heps  to  vigorous  perfeflion ;  I 
mean,  the  art  of  gardening,  or  as 
I  ihould  chufe  to  call  it,  ^the  art  of 
creating  land/cape.  Ry (brack  and 
Roubiliac  redeemed  ftatuary/rom 
reproach,  and  engraving  began  to 
demand  better  painters*  whofe 
works  it  might  imitate.  The  king, 
it  is  true,  had  little  propenficy  to. 
refined  pleafures;  but  queen  Ca- 
roline was  ever  ready  to  reward 
merit,  and  wiihed  to  have  their 
reign  illuftrated  by  monuments  of 
genius.  She  enlhrined  Newton, 
fioyle,  and  Locke:  (he  employed 
Kent,  and  fat  to  Zincke.  Pope 
might  have  enjoyed  her  favour, 
and  Swift  had  it  at  iirft,  till  info- 
lent  under  the  mafk  of  indepen- 
dence; and  not  content  without 
domineerijig  over  her  politics,  (he 
abandoned  him  to  his  ill-humour, 
and  to  the  vexation  of  that  mifn 
guided  anddifappointed  ambition, 
that  perverted  and  preyed  on  his 
excellent  genius. 

To  have  an  exaft  view  of  fo 
long  a  reign  as  that  of  George  the 
fecond,  it  rouft-  be  remembered 
that  m^njr  of  the  artifls  already 
recorded  lived  pad  the  beginning 
of  it,  and  were  principal  perfor- 
mers. Thus  the  flyle  that  had 
predominated  boui  in  painting  and 
architedlure  in  the  two  preceding 
reigns,  ftill  cxiftcd  during  the  firlt 
years  of  the  late  king,  and  may  be 
conlidered  as  the  remains  of  the 
fchools  of  Dahl  and  Sir  Godfrey 
Knellcr,  and  of  Sir  Chriftophcr 


Wren.  Richard fon  and  Jervas, 
Gibbs  and  Campbell,  were  ilili  at 
the  head  of  their  refpedtive  pro* 
feflions.  &ach  art  improved,  be* 
fore  the  old  profcfTors  left  the  ftage. 
Vanloo  introduced  a  better  llyle 
of  draperies,  which  by  the  he]p  of 
Vanaken  became  common  to  and 
indeed  the  fame  in  the  works  of 
almoil  all  our  painters  ;  and  Leoni, 
by  publishing  and  imitating  Pal- 
ladio,  diiencumbered  archicedure 
from  fome  of  the  weight  with 
which  it  had  been  overloaded. 
Kent,  Lord  Burlington |  and  Lord 
Pembroke,  though  the  two  £rft 
were  no  foes  to  heavy  ornamenis, 
reftorcd  ^ivcry  other  grace  to  that 
impofing  fcience,  and  left  the  art 
in  po(ieiiion  of  all  its  righis^yeC 
iiili  Mr.  Adam  and  Mr.  Chambers 
were  wanting  to  give  it  perfed  de- 
licacy. The  reign  was  not  clofed, 
when  Sir  Jo(hua  Reynolds  ran- 
fomed  portrait-painting  from  in(i* 
pidity,  and  would  have  excelled 
the  greateft  mailers  in  that  branch, 
if  his  colouring  were  as  lading,  as 
his  ta(le  and  imagination  are  in- 
exhauftible.'* 

•We  cannot  clofe  thefe  extraSs 
without  adding  one  more,  in  which 
Mr.  W.  has  done  julllce  to  the 
merits  of  our  Hying  artiils,  with 
the  fame  tade  and  difcernment^ 
that  he  has  appreciated  the  value 
of  their  predeccflfors— In  an  adver- 
tifement  pre(txcc[  to  the  lad  vo- 
lume, he  acquaints  us  that  **  The 
work  is  carried  as  far  as  the  author 
intended  to  go,  though  he  is  fen- 
iible  he  could  continue  it  with 
more  fatisfa^ion  to  himfelf,  as  the 
arts,  at  lead  thofe  of  painting  and 
architefture,  are  emerging  from 
the  wretched  ftafe  in  which  they 
\7iy  at  the  accelfion  of  George  the 
And.     To  archite^are,  tade  and 
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vigour  were  given  by  lord  Bur- 
lington  and  Kent  — They  have 
fucceflbrs  worthy  of  the  tone  they, 
gave ;  if,  as  refinement  generally 
verges  to  extreme  contrarieties, 
Kent's  ponderofity  does  riot  dege- 
nerate  into  fiUigraine — But  the 
modern  Pantheon,  uniting  gran- 
dear  and  lightnefs,  fimplicity  and 
ornament,  feems  to  have  inarjced 
the  mediam,  where  tafte  moft  flop. 
The  architedl  who  fhall  endeavonr 
to  refine  on  Mr.  Wyat,  will  per- 
haps give  date  to  the  age  of  em- 
broidery. Virgil,  Longinus  and 
Vitruvius  afford  no  rules,  no  ex- 
amples, of  fcattering  finery. 

This  delicate  redundance  of 
ornament  growing  into  our  archi- 
tecture might  perhaps  be  checked, 
if  our  artills  would  fludy  the  Tub- 
lime  dreams  of  Piranefi,  who  feems 
to  have  conceived  vifions  of  Rome 
beyond  what  it  boafted  even  in  the 
meridian  of  its  (plendor.  Savage 
as  Salvator  Rofa,  fierce  as  Michael 
Angelo,  and  exuberant  as  Rubens, 
he  has  imagined  fcenes  that  would 
ftartle  geometry^  and  exhauft  the 
Indies  to  realize.  He  piles  palaces 
on  bridges,  and  temples  on  pa- 
laces,   and    fcales    Heaven   with 


mountains  of  edifices.  Vet  vAtt 
tafte  in  his.  boldnefs !  what  gran- 
deur in  his  wildnefs!  what  labour 
and  thought  both  in  his  rafhneis 
and  details !  Architecture,  indeed, 
has  in  a  manned  two  fexes  ;  its 
mafcdine  dignity  can  only  exert 
its  mufcles  in  public  works  and  at 
public  expence  ;  its  fofter  beauties 
come  better  within  the  conipafs  of 
private  refidence  and  enjoyment. 

How  painting  has  rekindled 
from  its  embers,  the  works  of 
many  living  arcifts  demonftratr. 
The  prints  after  the  works  of  Sir 
Jo(hua  Reynolds  have  fpread  his 
fame  to  Italy,  where  they  have  not 
at  prefent  a  fingle  painter  chat  can 
pretend  to  rival  an  imagination  h 
fertile,  that  the  attitudes  of  his 
portraits  are  as  ^  various  as  thofe 
of  hiilory.  In  what  age  were  pa- 
ternal defpair  and  the  horrors  of 
death  pronounced  with  -more  ex- 
prefiive  accents  than  in  his  piAure 
of  Count  Ugolino  ?  When  was  in- 
fantine lovelinefs,  or  embrio-paf- 
fions,  touched  with  fweeter  froth 
than  in  his  portraits  of  Mifs  Price 
and  the  baby  Jupiter?  What  frank- 
nefs  of  nature  in  Mr.  Gain /bo- 
rough's  landfcapes ;    which    may 


*  Sir  }.  Reynolds  has  been  accufed  of  ^hghfifm  for  having  horroiwcd  atti* 
tudes  from  ancient  mafters.  Not  only  candour  but  crtticifhi  muft  deny  rhe 
force  of  the  charge.  When  a  finale  pofture  is  imitated  from  an  hiftoric  prf^ure 
and  applied  to  a  portrait  in  a  diil'erent  drefs  and  with  new  attributes.  This  if 
sot  piagiarilm,  but  quotation :  and  a  quotation  from  a  great  author,  with  2 
novel  application  of  the  fenfe,  has  always  been  allowed  to  be  an  inftance  of 
parts  and  tafte ;  and  may  have  more  merit  than  the  original.  When  the  fcnS 
of  Jacob  impoied  on  their  father  by  a  falfe  coat  of  Joteph,  faying^  '*  Know 
now  whether  This  be  thy  fon's  coat  or  not,"  they  only  aiked  a  deceitful  quel"- 
tion— — but  that  interrogation  became  wit,  when  Richard  ift.  on  the  pope  re- 
claiming a  biihop  whom  the  king  had  taken  prifoner  in  battle,  fent  him  the 
prelate's  coat  of  mail|  and  in  the  words  of  fcnpture  afked  his  holinefs,  whether 
THAT  was  the  coat  of  his  foh  or  not  ?  Is  not  there  humour  and  fattre  in  Sir 
Joihua*6  reducing  Holbein's  fwaggcring  und  coloOal  haughtii>ers  of  Henry  tth. 
to  the  boytih  jollity  of  mafter  Crewe  ?— One  prophecy  I  will  venture  to  make  i 
Sir  Jolhua  is  not  a  plagiary,  but  will  beget  a  thoufand.  The  exuberance  of 
kit  invention  will  be  tl^  groinmar  of  future  painters  of  pDrtraxt« 
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Entitle  them  to  rank  in  the  nobleft 
colleftions!  What  genuine  humour 
in  Zaffanii's  comic  fcenes  ;  which 
do  not,  like  the  works  of  Dutch 
and  Flcmifb  painters,  invite  laui»h- 
ter  to  divert  itfelf  with  the  nadiefl 
indelicacy  of  boors  ! 

Sach  topics  would  pleafe  a  pen 
that  delights  to  do  jufticc  to  its 
country — but  the  author  has  for- 
bidden himfclf  to  treat  of  living 
profefTors.  Poftcrity  appreciates 
impartially  the  works  of  the  dead. 
To  poflerity  he  leaves  the  continu- 
ation of  thefe  volumes ;  and  re- 
commends to  the  lovers  of  arts  the 
induftry  of  Mr.  Vertue,  who  prc- 
ferved  notices  of  all  his  cotempo- 
raries,  as  he  had  colledled  of  pa;^ 
ages,  and  thence  gave  birch  to  this 
work.  ^In  that  fupplement  will 
not  be  forgotten  the  wonderful  pro- 
greCs  iii  miniature  of  Lady  Lucan, 
who  has  arrived  at  copying  the 
moft  exquifite  works  of  Ifaac  and 
Peter  Oliver,  Holkins  and  Cooper, 
with  a  genius  that  almoU  depre- 
ciates thofe  maftcrs,  when  we  con- 
iider  that  they  fpent  their  lives  in 
attaining  perfedlion  ;  and  who, 
foaring  above  their  modeft  timi- 
dity, has  transferred  the  vigour  of 
Raphael  to  her  copies  in  water- 
colours.  There  will  be  recorded 
the  living  etchings  of  Mr.  H.  Bun- 
bury,  thefecond  Hogarth,  and 
firft  imitator  who  ever  fully  equal- 
led his  original  ;  and  who,  like 
Hogarth,  has  more  humour  when 
he   invents,    than   when    he   illu- 

krates  • probably  bccaufe  ge-. 

nius  can  draw  from  the  fources  of 
nature  wi;h  more  fpirit  than  from 
the.  ideas  of  another.  Has  any 
painter  ever  executed  a  fccne,  a 
charader  of  Shakefpear,  that  ap< 


proachcd  to  the  prototype  fo  near 
as  Shakefpear  himfejf  attained  to 
nature  ?  Yet  is  there  a  pencil  in  a 
living  hand  as  capable  of  pro- 
nouncing the  paflions  as  our  un- 
equalled poet ;  a  pencil  not  only 
infpired  by  his  in  fight  into  nature, 
but  by  the  graces  and  ta^e  of 
Greaian  artifts — but  it  is  not  fair 
to  excite  the  curiofity  of  the  public^ 
when  both  the  rank  and  oafhfal 
merit  of  the  pofTefTor,  and  a  too 
rare  exertion  of  fuperior  talents* 
confine  the  proofs  to  a  narrow 
circle.  Whoever  has  feen  the 
drawings,  and  bafreliefs,  defigned 
and  executed  by  Lady  Diana  Beau- 
clerc,  is  fenfible  that  thefe  imper- 
fedl  encomiums  are  far  fhort  of  the 
excellence  of  her  works.  Her  por- 
trait of  the  Duchefs  of  Devonfhire, 
in  feveral  hands,  confirms  the 
truth  of  part  of  thefe  afTertions* 
The  nymph-like  fimplicity  of  the 
figure  is  equal  to  what  a  Grecian 
flatuary  would  have  formed  for  a 
dryad  or  goddefs  of  a  river.  Bar- 
tolozzi's  print  of  "her  two  daugh- 
ters after  the  drawing  of  the  fame 
lady,  is  another  fpecimen  of  her 
lingular  j^enius  and  talle.  The 
gay  and  ^ertive  innocence  of  the 
younger  daughter,  and  the  demure 
application  of  the  elder,  are  as 
charaderiftically  contrafled  as  Mil- 
ton's Allegro  and  Pcnferofo. 

The  billoric  compofitions  offered 
for  St.  Paul's  by  fome  of  our  firft 
artids  feemed  to  difclofe  a  viGoa 
of  future  improvement — a  period 
the  more  to  be  wifhed^  as  the 
wound  given  to  painting  through 
the  fides  of  the  Romiih  religion 
menaces  the  art?  as  well  as  idolatry 
— unlefs  th'c  Methodiils,  whofc  ri- 
gour feems  to  fofcen  and  adopt  the 


*  For  infbi3ce>  in  his  prints  to  Triflram  Shandy. 
Vol.  XXIII.  Q^ 
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decorations  are  almoft  difafcd  ;  s^  , 
though  the  rage  for  portraits  is   :t  j 
Its  higheft  tide  both  in  pa^^ures  an  | 
prints,  bufts  and  (latues    arc  revi: 
demanded.     We  fecm  to   \*ifli  re 
longer  duration  to  the  monumenis 
of  our  expence,  than  the    inhabi- 
tants of  Peru   and   Rcffia,   whcr^ 
edifices  are  calculated  to  laft  hut  te 
the  next  earthquake  or  cocflagra- 
tion.»* 

Fronn  thcfe  cxtrafls  our  readers 
will  perceive  that  Mr.  Walpolc  ha-s 
loft   noihinij   of    that    lively     and 
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artifices  of  the  Catholics,  [for  our 

itinerant  mountebanks  already  are 

fond  of  being  fainted   in   mezzo- 

tfnto,  as  well  as  their  St.  Bridgets 

and   Terefas]  fliou Id  *  borrow   the 

paraphernalia  of  enthufiafm    now 

waning  in  Italy,  and  fuperadd  the 

witchery  of  painting  to  that  of  mu- 

fic-     Whitfield's  temples  encircled 

with    glory    may   convert   ruftics, 

who  have   never  heard  of  his   or 

Ignatius   Loyola's    peregrinations. 

If  enthufiafm  is  to  revive,  and  ta- 
bernacles to  rife  as   convents  are 

deoiolifhed,  oiay  we  not  hope  at 

leafl    to    fee    them   painted?    Le 

Sueur*s  cloyfter  at  Paris  makes 
fome  little  amends  for  the  impri- 
Ibnment  of  the  Carthufians.  The 
abfurdity  of  the  legend  of  the  re- 
viving cfanon  is  loft  in  the  amazing 
art  of  the  painter  ;  and  the  laA 
fcene  of  St.  Bruno  expiring,  in 
which  are  exprefled  all  the  ftages 
of  devotion  from  the  youngeft 
mind  imprefTcd  with  fear  to  the 
compofed  refignation  of  the  prior, 
is  perhaps  inferior  to  no  fingle  pic- 
ture of  the  greateft  mafter.  If 
Raphael  died  young,  fo  did  Le 
Sueirr;  the  former  had  fecn  the 
antique^  the  latter  only  prints 
from  Raphael :  yet  in  the'  Char- 
trcufe,  what  airis  of  heads !  what 
harmony  of  colouring !  what  aeria! 
perfpeftive  \  How  Grecian  the 
fimplicity  of  architefture  and  dra- 
pery !  How  diverfified  a  fingle 
quadrangle,  though  the  life  of  a 
hermit  be  the  only  fubje6l,  and 
devotion-  the  only  pathetic  T  In 
Ihort,  till  we  have  other  pictures 
than  portraits,  and  painting  has 
ampler  fields  to  range  in  than  pri- 
vate apartments,  it  is  in  vain  to 
expc6l  ihtf  art  fhould  recover  its 
genuine  luftre.  Statuary  has  ftill 
lefs   enconra^ement.      Sepulchral 


ely 
fpirited  manner,  which  fo  ftronijjy 
mark  all  his  writing?.  The  Ei'uiy 
on  Gardening,  which  we  hitve 
given  at  large  in  the  former  part  of 
this  volume,  will  aiTord  a  laflio^ 
proof  of  his  tafte  and  Ju^gment. 

Befides  the  four  volumtrs  whicl^ 
we  have  now  gone  through,   Mr. 
Walpole  publirticd  fome  time  a^o 
a  fupplemental  volume  on  engrav- 
ing, of  which,  as  it  compleais  the 
author's  plan,  it  may  be  neceflkry 
to  infcrt  here  a  (hort  account.      Ic 
is  entitled — J  Catalogue  of  Engra- 
'uers  nvbo  ha-vg  been  born  cr  rifided  Im 
England ;  dig^fttd  ty  Mr,   Horace 
Walpole,  from   tbe  MSS.   of  My. 
George  Vertue  ;  to  'lubich  is  addid^ 
an  Account  cf  tbt  Lift  and  IVorh  cj  , 
the  latter,     ^to. 

As  Mr.  Venue  was  of  this  prct 
fcfiion  himfelf,  we  may  have  the 
greater  confidence  in  the  induftry 
and  fidelity  with  which  thefe  ma- 
terials have  been  colledli-d.  Such 
particulars  of  the  lives  of  the  fe- 
veral  artifts,  as  their  general  ob- 
fcurity  has  fufFercd  to  remain,  arc 
recorded ;  and  as  accurate  lifts  of 
their  works,  whenever  they  could 
be  obtained,  together  with  an  ac- 
count of  their  merits,  are  added^ 
this  work  muft  be  of  fiftgular  ufe' 
to  the  collc6lors  of  this  fpecies  of 
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Virtil.  Wc  (hall  now  take  leave  of 
bur  author  with  thfe  foUowiiig  ac- 
count of  the  origin  of  the  art  of  en- 
graving, and  of  its  incroduflion 
into  England. 

•'  When  the  mbnarchs  of  Egypt 
erefted  thofe  ftupCndous  maffcs, 
tlie  pyramids,  for  no  other  ufe  but 
to  record  their  namesi  they  little 
fufpefted  that  a  weed  growing  by 
the  Nile  woold  one  day  be  con- 
verted into  more  durable  regiflers 
of  fame  than  quarries  of  n^arble 
and  granite;  Yet  when  paper  had 
been  invented,  what  ages  rolled 
away  before  it  was  deftined  to  its 
beft  fervice.  It  is  equally  amufing 
to  obferve  what  obvious  arts  efcape 
our  touch,  and  how  quickly  various 
channels  are  deduced  from  a  fonrce 
when  once  opened.  This  was  the 
tafe  of  the  prefs :  Printing  was  not 
difcovered  till  about  the  year  1430 : 
In  thirty  years  more  it  was  applied 
to  the  multiplication  of  drawings. 
Authors  had  fcarce  feen  that  faci- 
lity of  difperfing  their  works,  be- 
fore painters  received  an  almofl 
equal  advantage.  To  each  was 
endlefs  fame  in  a  manner  infured, 
if  they  bad  merit  to  challenge  it. 
With  regard  to  prints,  the  new 
*difcovery  aflbciated  the  profeflbrs 
iir  fome  degree  with  the  great  m af- 
ters whofc  works  they  copied. 
This  intimate  connexion  between 
printers  and  engravers  makes  fome 
account  of  the  latter  a  neceflary 
fupplement  to  the  hiHory  of  the 
former.  But  if  this  country  has 
not  produced  many  men  of  genius 
in  the  nobler  branch,  it  has  been 
£dll  more  deficient  in  excellent  en- 
gravers. Mr.  Vertue  had  been 
alike  induftrious  in  hunting  after 
■10  a  amen  ts  of  the  latter  profeifion  ; 
he  was  of  it  him(rlf ;  but  as  the 
arcifls  were  lefs  illuArious,  his  lar 


bour  was  by  far  more  unfuccefsful. 
Till  the  arrival  of  Hollar  the  arc 
of  engraving  was  in  England  al- 
moft  confined  to  portraits.  Vertue 
thought  what  was  produced  here, 
before  the  reign  of  King  James, 
of  fo  little  confequence,  that  in  a 
fketch  which  he  had  made  for  a 
beginning,  he  profefledly  dates  his 
account  frdm  the  year  1606.  If  I 
take  it  up  earlier,  it  is  merely  to 
give  a  compleat  hiilory,  which 
will  be  comprehended  in  a  few 
lines,  and  the  materials  for  which 
I  have  chiefly  gathered  from  his 
papers,  and  from  the  Typographi- 
cal Antiquities  of  Mr.  Ames. 

•*  Mr.  Evelyn  fays  the  art  of  en- 
graving, and  working  off  from, 
plates  of  copper,  did  not  appear 
till  about  the  year  1490 ;  that  is, 
it  was  not  brought  to  perfedion 
from  the  hints  gathered  from  topo- 
graphy :  yet  it  is  certain,  that  in 
1460  Mafo  Piniguerra,  a  gold- 
fmith  of  Florence,  by  an  accident 
that  might  have  given  birth  to  the 
rolling-prefs,  without  the  antece- 
dent difcovery  of  printing,  did 
afiaally  light  upon  the  method  of 
taking  cfF  damps  from  an  engraved 
plate.  Citfting  a  piece  of  fach 
plate  into  melted  brimftone,  hfi 
obferved  that  the  exad  impre£iod 
of  the  engraving  was  left  upon  the 
furface  of  the  cold  brimftone 
marked  by  lines  of  black.  He 
repeated  the  c:^pcriment  on  moift- 
ened  paper,  rolling  it  gently  with 
a  roller.  It  fucceeded.  He  com- 
municated the  difcovery  to  Baccio 
Baldini,  of  his  own  profefiion  and 
city.  The  latter  purfued  the  in- 
vention with  fuccefs,  and  engraved 
feveral  places  •  from  drawings  of 
Sandro  Botticello,  which  being 
feen  by  Andrea  Mantegna,  he  not 
only  aiSAed  Baldini  with  defigns, 

Q^a  but 
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bqt  cahlvated  the  new  art  bimfelf. 
It  had  not  been  long  in  vogue  be^ 
fore  Hugh  da  Carpi  tried  the  fame 
experiment  with  wood,  and  even 
added  a  variety  of  tints  by  ufing 
diiFerent  ftamps,  for  the  gradua- 
tions of  lights  and  (hades ;  a  me- 
thod revived  here  fume  years  ago 
with  much  fuccefs  by  Kirkall,  and 
fince  at  Venice  by  Jackfon,  though 
very  imperfcdly. 

'*  From  Italy  engraving  foon 
travelled  into  Flanders,  where  it 
was  firfl  praQifed  by  one  Martin 
of  Antwerp.  He  was  followed  by 
Albert  Durer,  who  carried  the  art 
to  a  great  height  confidering  how 
bad  the  tafte  was  of  the  age  and 
country  in  which  1^  lived.  His 
fidelity  to  what  he  faw,  was  at 
once  his  fame  and  misfortune;  he 
was  happy  in  copying  nature,  but 
it  was  mature  difguifed  and  hid 
under  ungraceful  forms*  With 
neither  choice  of  fubjc«ns  or  beau- 
ty, his  induftry  gave  merit  even 
to  uglinefs  and  abfurdity.  Con- 
fining his  labours  almofl  wholly  to 
religious  and  legendary  hidories, 
he  turned  the  Teftament  into 
the  Hlllory  of  a  Flemiih  Village; 
the  habits  of  Herod,  Pilate,  Jo- 
feph,  &c.  their  dwellings,  their 
utenfils,  and  their  cuftoms,  were 
all  Gothic  and  European ;  his 
Virgin  Mary  was  the  heroine  of  a 
Kermis.  Lucas  of  Leyden  imi- 
tated him  in  all  his  faults^  and 
was  !li!I  more  bnilefque  in  his  re- 
prefei^titions.  It  was  not  till  Ra- 
phael  had  formed  Marc-Antonio, 
that  engraving  placed  itfelf  with 
dignity  by  the  fide  of  painting. 

"  When  the  art  reached  Eng- 
land does  not  appear.  Ic  is  a  no- 
torious bititider  in  Chambers  to 
fay  it  was  firft  brought  from  Ant- 
werp b/  Speed    in   the  reign  of 


James  the  Ift*  In  feme  dcgrec^  ^art 
had  it  almoft  as  foon  as  priacinp; 
the  printers  themftrlves  uiin^  fm^'l 
plates  for  their  devices  and  rebafe*. 
Caxton's  Golden  Legend  has  in 
the  beginning  a  group  of  faints, 
and  many  other  cuts  dirperfeii 
through  the  body  of  the  work*  It 
was  printed  in  14S3.  The  fccond 
edition  of  his  Game  at  Chefs  h^i 
cuts  too :  So  has  his  Le  M»ru  ds 
Arthur^  Wynkyn  de  Worde, 
Caxton's  fucceiTor,  prefixed  to  his 
title  of  the  Statutes,  in  the  £xth 
year  of  Henry  W\,  a  plate  wirh 
the  king's  arms,  crefts,  &rc.  a  cop/ 
of  which  is  given  in  the  Lile  of 
Wynkyn,  by  Ames  in  his  Typo- 
graphical Antiquities,  p.  79.  The 
fame  printer  exhibited  feveral 
books  adorned  with  cuts,  (bme  of 
which  are  particularly  defer i bed 
by  his  B'ographer,  in  pages  87. 
8S,  89.   i^  fequemibus, 

*'  The  fubfequent  printers  con- 
tinued   to  ornament  their  books 
with  wooden  cots.    One  confider- 
able    work,     publifhed    by   John 
Railel],  was  di(lii}gai(hed  by  prints 
of  uncommon  merit  for  that  age. 
It  was  called  Thi  Pajfyme  of  tbt 
People y  and  by  Bifhop  Nichol/bn, 
in  his  Hiilori<al  Library,  RafieWs 
Chronicle,     This  fcarce  book,  of  a 
very  large  lize,  I  faw  at  the  auc- 
tion of  Mr.  Ames's  library  ;  it  bad 
many  cut?,  eighteen  of  which  were 
in    great    folio,    reprefenting    the 
kings  of  En^^land,  fo  well  defign- 
ed  and  boldly  executed  as  to  be 
atcribiU'*d   to  Holbein,    though  1 
think  tlKy  were  not  of  his  hand. 
I   (hall   mention   one  more   bode 
with  wooden  cuts,  (though  feveral 
are    recorded     by    Ames) ;    it    is 
Grafton's  Chronicle,    printed    in 
1 5 69,  and  containing  many  heads, 
as  of  Williamilie  Conqueror,  Henry 

VIII, 
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VIIT,  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  &c. 
Yet  even  though  portraits  were 
ufed  in  books,  I  find  ho  trace  of 
fmgle  prints  being  wrought  off  in 
that  age.  Thofe  I  have  mention- 
ed in  a  former  volume  as  com- 
pofing  part  of  the  collection  of 
Henry  VIII,  were  probably  the 
prod  u6lions  of  foreign  artifts.  The 
£rfl  book  that  appeared  with  cuts 
from  cop  per*  plates,  at  leall  the 
£rfl  that  To  indullrious  an  enquir- 
er as  Mr.  Ames' had  obferved, 
was,  "  The  Birth  of  Mankind, 
otherwife  called.  The  Womans 
Book,"  dedicated  to  Queen  Ca- 
tharine, and  publifhed  by  Thomas 
Rolacdein  1540,  with  many  fmall 
copper  cuts,  but  to  thefe  no  name 
was  affixed.'* 


Ja  EJfay  on  Hijiory,  in  three  Epijlles 
to  Edward  Gibbon.  E/qi  nultb 
Notes.  By  William  Hayley,  E/q. 

IT  has  been  the  fortune  of  few 
poets  to  begin  their  career 
with  fuch  universal,  and,  we  may 
add,  undivided  applaufe,  as  the 
author  of  the  effay  now  before  us. 
It  is  no  fmall  part  of  his  merit, 
that  in  times,  not  perhaps  fo  very 
deficient  in  poetical  abilities,  ad 
remarkable  for  countenancing  the 
moil  frivolous  and  licentious  abufe 
of  them,  he  has  made  choice  6f 
fubjcfts  which  the  Englilh  mufe 
need  not  blufti  to  decorate.  The 
EHay  on  Painting  is  a  convincing 
proof  of  his  talents  in  that  mixed 
kind  of  poetry,  which  is  partly 
didaftic,  partly  defcriptive;  and 
his  Epiftle  on  the  Death  of  Mr, 
Thornton,  and  the  Ode  to  Mr. 
Howard,  ihew  that  he  is  no  weak 
mafter  of  the  pathetic. 
His  poetical  talents,  without  be- 


ing marked  by  any  ftront  caft  of 
or}ginal  genius,  are  of  that  fort, 
which  is  well  qualified  t«  adorn 
philofophy,  and  illuminate  the 
didates  of  reafon  and  good  fenfe. 
He  pofftfiTes  a  confiderable  com- 
mand of  figurative  language  :  hit 
verfification,    though    it    has    no 

treat  compafs  or  variety,  is  cafy, 
owing,  and  harmonious:  his  in- 
vention is  quick  and  fertile:  his 
imagery  new  and  various :  his  fi- 
milies  are  novel,  frequent,  and 
happily  applied. 

The  poem  now  before  us  is  di- 
vided into  three   parts.      In    the 
firft,  after  fome  general  reflections 
on  his  fubjedl,  the  author  traces > 
the  progrefs  <^  hifiory  from 

—the  rude  fymbol  on  the  artlcfs  ftone— 

to  thofe  models  of  hiflorical  com- 
pofition  which  we  owe  to  the  ge- 
nius of  Athens.  The  following 
reflexions  on  the  fcarcity  of  great 
hiilorians,  and  the  impolBbility  of 
attaining  to  perfedion,  are  equal- 
ly juft  and  beautiful. 

Pure,  faultlefs  writing,   like  tranfmutcd 

gold,. 
Mortals  may  wi(h,  but  never  fliall  behold : 
Let  genius  ftill  this  g4orious  object  own. 
And  feck  Pcrfe^ ion's  pbilofophic  ilone! 
For  vvliile  the  mind,  in  'Study's  toiifomt 

hours. 
Tries  en  the  long  refearch    her   latent 

powers, 
New  wonders  rife,   to  pay  her  patient 

thought, 
Inferior  only  to  the  prize  fhe  foOght*. 

Nor  are  thofe  lines  lefs  poetical, 
in  which  he  introduces  Herodotus 
at  the  head  of  his  hiftoric  wor* 
thies. 


-  Behold  the  hlftorlc  fire  1 


4.? 


Ionic  rofes  mark  his  foft  attire ; 
Bold  in  his  air,  but  graceful  in  his  mein, 
M  tlie  fair  figure  of  his  favoured  queen, 
0^3  Wh«k 
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Whcp  her  prouci  [jallcy  fhara'd  the  PerHan 

van, 
And  grateful  Xerxes  oNim*d  her  more  than 

man! 


The  charaftcrs  of  Thocydides, 
Xenophon,  Polybios,  Sal  I  ail,  LU 
vy,  and  TacicuS|  are  afterwards 
drawn  with  great  fpirit  and  judg- 
ment. 

The  poet  next  addrefles  himfclf 
tp  Biography,  of  which  he  fcems 
to  confider  Plutarch  a^  the  father. 
This  mud  be  done  rather  on  the 
account  of  his  excellency,  than  the 
priority  of  his  claim  ;  fince  Dio- 
genes Laertius  has  left  us  a  valua- 
ble work  of  the  fame  kind.  But 
probably  the  author  has  omitted 
this  latter  writer,  as  having  com- 
piled rather  the  hiflory  of  philofo- 
phical  opinions,  than  of  the  ac- 
tions of  mankind. — The  charac- 
ters of  Marcellinas  and  Anna 
Comnena conclude  this  part. 

The  fecond  epillle  commences 
wich  the  Monki(h  hiilorians,  to 
whofe  merits  and  defed^  the  au^ 
thor  has  done  judice  in  a  manner 
much  to  the  credit  bpth  of  his  can* 
dour  and  difcernment. — The  prin- 
cipal Italian,  Spanifh,  and  French 
writers  follow,  and  ihcfe  are  fuc- 
ceedt:d  by  the  later  hidprians  of 
our  own  country.  The  numerous 
extradVs  we  have  already  given 
from  this  part  of  the  poem,  in  our 
poetical  article,  makes  it  unnecef- 
fary  to  add  more  here,  and  will 
in  a  great  meafure  enable  our 
readers  to  judge  for  themfelves  of 
our  authoi's  abilities  both  as  a  poet 
and  a  critic. 

The  fources  of  the  principal  dc- 
ff£l$  in  hiftory,  and  its  general 
laws,  are  the  fubjcdts  of  the  third 
epiftle.— This,  as  our  author  feems 
to  have  been  well  aware,  is  the 
6 


mod  important  and  difHcnlt  ^aft 
9f  his  defign. 

It  has  been  well  obfcrvcd  of  the 
EJ^ay  ontranJlatedVnfe,  "that  Rof- 
common  has  indeed  deferved  hi) 
praifcs,  had  they  been  given  wiih 
difcernment,  and  befiowed  not  on 
the  rules  themfelves,  but  the  art 
with  which  they  are  introduced, 
and  the  decorations  with  which 
they  are  adorned.-'  As  to  Mr. 
Hayley,  though  we  cannot  allow 
that  he  deferyes  no  praife  as  the 
legiflator  of  hiftory,  yet  wc  muft 
confefs  that  he  is  very  far  from 
having  given  us  a  complete  code. 
In  enumerating  the  defers  of  bif- 
torians,  he  has  confined  himfelf  to 
what  relates  to  the  fubjed-matter 
of  hiftory,  and  has  not  entered  at 
all  into  thofe  which  arife  from 
faults  in  the  ftyle  and  manner. 
The  rples  yvhich  he  afterwards  lays 
down  on  that  fabje€fc,  are  too  ge- 
neral and  indefinite  to  be  capable 
of  ufeful  application. 

Vanity,  national  and  private^ 
flattery,  party -fpirit,  fupei-ftition^ 
and  falie  philofophy,  are  the 
fources  from  which  he  derives  the 
principal  faulty  in  hiftor)'.  Thefe 
topics  he  has  touched  with  great 
fpirit,  and  illullrated  with  a  va- 
riety of  poetical  images.  S^^eak- 
ing  of  flattery  be  fays : 

But  arts  of  deeper  guile,  and  bafer  ^^rorg, 
Tp  Adulation's  fubtlc  fcribes  belong: 
They  cfc,  their  prcfcint  idols  to  exalt, 
Profanely  huril  the  cenftcfated  vault ; 
Steal  from  the  buried  chief  bright  fio- 

noui's  piume, 
Or  (lain  with  biander's  gall  the  Stattfman\ 

tomH  I  / 

Stay,  facrilegious  flaves!  with  reverence 

tread 
O'er  the  hlcil  afhes  of  the  worthy  dead  \ 
See!   where,   uninjur'd  by  the  chamei's 

damp, 
TJic  Vcllii,  Virtue,  with  undj'Uig  lamp, 
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Ibnd  of  her  toil,  and  jealous  of  her  trufl. 
Sits  the  keen  Guardian  of  their  facred 

dna, 
iSLnd  thus  indisnanty  from  the  depth  of 

earth. 
Checks  your  vile  aim^  and  vindicates  their 

worth : 
**  Hence  ye !  who  buried  excelleoce  be- 
lied. 
**  To  footh  the  fordid  fpleen  of  livyaj 

"  Pride  J 
«  Go!  gild  with  Adulation's  feeble  ray, 
**  Th'  imperial  pa^ant  of  your  palfing 

«  day! 
«  Nor  hope  to  (lain,  on  bafc  Dctradion's 

"  fcroll, 
**  A  TuLLY^s  morals,  or  a  Sidney's 

«•  fouM"— 
J\ift  Nature  will  abhor,  and  Virtue  fcom, 
That  Pen,  tlio*  eloquence  its  pa8;e  adorn', 
Which,  brib'd  by  Inrerell,  or  from  vain 

pretence 
To    fubtJcr    Wit,    and    deep  -  difcerning 

Senfe, 
Would  blot  the  praife  on  public  toils  be- 

Jlow'd, 
And  Patriot  palTicns,  as  a  jpd,  explode. 

The  charadlcr  of  an  accomplifti- 
ed  hiflorian  is  drawa  with  great 
force  and  boldnefs. 

Far  other  vjews  the  JiberaJ  Genius  fire, 
Whofe  toils  to  pure  Iliftoric  praife  afpirc ; 
Nor   Moderation's    dupe,    nor   Fa£^ ion's 

brave. 
Nor  Guilt's  apologift,  nor  Flattery's  Aavet 
Wife,  but  not  cunning}   temperate,  noc 

cold} 
Servant  of  Truth,    and  in   tliat  fervice 

buld; 
Free  from  all  biafs,  fave  that  juft  controul 
By  whicli  mild  Nature  fwayi  the  man^ 

foul. 
And  ReafoA's  philanthropic  fpirit  draws 
To  Virtue's  inteief^,  and  Freedom's  caufc  j 
Thofc  great  ennoblers  of  the  human  name. 
Pure  fprings  of  power,  of  happinefs,  and 

famel 

The  neccffity  of  chuflng.  a  fuh^ 
jeftthat  is  important  and  interefl- 
ing,  is  judicioufly  (hewn  from  the 
failure  of  Knolles ;  and  the  dan- 
ger of  dwelling  on  the  diftant  and 
si^inute  parts  of  a  fubj^'ft  really 
jistcfcftiDg,  is  pointed  ou(  in  the 


example  of  Milton.  But  the  worft 
defeft  in  an  hiftorian  our  author 
lays  down  to  be,  his  fupporting 
any  fyftem  of  tyranny.  With  his 
warm  and  animated  exp6ftulatiQn$ 
on  this  fubjcdl,  we  (hall  conclude 
our  extra£ls» 

Negleft  alone  repays  thpir  flight  offence, 
Whofc  wand'ring  wearies  our  bewildvr'd 

fenfe : 
But  jull   Abhorrence  brands  his  guilty 

name. 
Who  dares  to  vilify  his  Country's  fame ; 
With  Stender's  rage  the  pen  of  Hiftory 

P*^P. 
And  pour  from  thence  the  poifoo  of  thr 

Afpi 
The  murd'roiis    falfehood,    (lifling    Ho- 
nour's brcaii ! 
The  flavifh  tcnetf  ji»ublic  Virtue's  death! 
With  all    that    undermines    a   Nation's 

^health,  r 

And  robs   the    People  of  their    richeft 

wealth  ! 
Y«  tools  of  Tyranny  \  whofe  fervile  guile 
Would  thus  pollute  the  record*  of  our  ifle. 
Behold  your  Leader  curfl  with    public 

hate, 
An4  read  your  juft  revi'ard  in  Baady's 

fate! 


Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  DsLVid  Gar* 
rick,  ifj;  interfpcrfed  <with  Cba^ 
raSlen  and  Anecdotes  of  his  Thea- 
trical Contemporaries,  By  Thor 
ma$  Davies.     2  Vol,  8a/^, 

THE  life  of  Mr.  G^rrick  is 
fo  intimately  connedted  vyith 
the  hiftory  of  the  ftage,  of  which 
he  was  the  unrivalled  ornament 
and  a  fuccefs/ul  manager  for  up- 
wards of  thirty  years,  that  his  bio- 
grapher has  judiciou(Iy  chofen  to 
join  them  in  thcfe  volumes.  The 
lovers  of  theatrical  apecdotes  will 
find  them  a  valuable  continuation 
of  i^e  Apology  of  Colley  Cihh^r,  and 
both  thofe  who  ad,  and  thofe  who 
go  to  fee  plays^  will  meet. with 
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hints  for  improvemenC,  or  fubjedls 
for  comparifon. — The  author  ap- 
pears to  be  every  way  well  quali- 
fied for  the  talk  he  has  under- 
taken. A  long  acquaintance  with 
the  ftagc,  as  he  himfcif  informs 
us,  and  an  earned  inclination  to 
excel  in  the  profeffion  of  afting, 
to  which  he  was  for  naany  years  at- 
tached, afforded  him  an  opportu- 
nity to  know  much  of  plays  and 
theatrical  hiftory.  To  this  ac- 
count of  himfelf  we^muft  in  juf- 
tice  add,  that  the  many  proofs  of 
candour  and  good  fenfe,  which  he 
has  given  throughout  his  perfor- 
mance,  leave  no  room  to  foipt^i, 
that  he  has  wilfully  mifreprelent- 
cd  either  fads  or  ch3ra£lers. 

As  we  have  already  given  our 
readers  an  account  of  the  Life  of 
Mr.  Garrick,  which  we  do  not 
find  to  differ  materially  from  what 
is  related  of  him  in  thefe  memoirs, 
we  fliail  fele£i,  for  their  enter- 
tainment, fuch  parts  of  the  work 
before  us,  as  relate  to  the  moft  ce- 
lebrated of  his  cotemporarles. 

Of  Mr.  Fleetwood^  the  paten- 
tee, and  the  revolt  of  the  come- 
dians of  Drury-lane  in  1743,  he 
gives  the  following  account. 

*^  Charles  Fleetwood,  Efq;  was 
a  gentleman  of  an  antient  and  re- 
fpedable  family,  pofTeffed  of  a 
large  paternal  ellate.  His  perfon 
was  genteel,  and  his  manner  ele- 
gant. His  acquaintance,  in  the 
early  part  of  life,  with  certain 
perfons  of  rank  and  diflindlion, 
proved  fatal  to  him  ;  they  drew 
him  into  many  fafhionable  irregu- 
larities and  exccHei ;  they  gave 
him  an  unlucky  and  extravagant 
habit  for  play.  Amongft  ihofe  who 
are  addidlcd  to  gaming,  there  are 
many  young  men  of  family  and 
fortyne,  who  are  imprudent  and 
5 


undeiigning  ;  they  generally  fall  a 
prey  to  the  ariful,  the  avaricious, 
and  fraudulent :  the  betrayed,  in 
their  turns,  become  the  betrayers  ; 
nor  from  this  cenfure  was  Mr. 
Fleetwood  exempted. 
.  With  the  remains  of  his  fbitono 
he  was  perfuaded,  by  fome  of  his 
acquaintance,  to  purchaie  the 
greateft  part  of  Drury-lane  pa-* 
tent.  He  fortunately  bought  at  a 
time  when  the  proprietors,  by  a 
run  of  ill  fuccefs,  were  become 
weary  of  their  bargain,  and  will- 
ing to  fell  cheap-  what  they  had 
bpught  at  a  high  price.  They 
had  weakly  fallen  oat  with  the 
mod  eileemed  of  their  players,  oa 
account  of  a  Gnall  advance  in  ia- 
lary,  which  they  had  demanded  ; 
the  fum  in  difpute  did  n^,  I  be- 
lieve, .  much  exceed  400  h  per 
anflum.  The  adors  revolted,  and 
opened  the  little  theatre  in  the 
Play- market  with  fotne  appearance 
of  fuccefs.^ 

Fleetwood  brought  back  the  fe- 
ceders,  and  united  the  two  com* 
panics  of  Drury-lane  and  the 
Hay- market.  When  this  was  ac- 
compli (hed,  he  tried  all  methods 
to  ftrengthen  his  troop,  by  gain- 
ing fome  adors  of  merit  from  Co- 
vent-garden  theatre,  with  large 
and  unufual  cfFers.  Mr.  Quin 
was  perfuaded  to  leave  his  old 
mafter  Rich,  under  whofe  thea- 
trical banners  he  had  fought 
twenty  years,  for  the  advantageous 
income  of  500I.  a  falary  till  then 
unknown  in  any  Engl ifh  theatre* 
This  was,  indeed,  to  him  an  an- 
nnal  increafe  of  200I.  but  it  moft 
be  confefTcd  that  Quin  ofiered  to 
remain  in  his  old  fiacion  for  a  lefs 
fum  than  that  which  Fleetwood 
offered  to  give  him  ;  but  Rich  re* 
fufed  the  propofal,  and  declared 
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that  no  ad^or  was  worth  more  than 
500!.' per  annum. 

For  fomc  years,  by  the  prudent 
advice  of  the  principal  players, 
more  efpecially,  I  believe,  of  Mr* 
Charles  Macklin,  who  was  the 
only  player  I  ever  heard  of,  that 
made  ading  a  fcience  ;  and  the 
unremitted  labours  of  this  a£tor, 
Quin,  Clive,  Fritchard,  and  fome 
others,  the  theatre  at  Drofy-lane 
was  in  a  ftate  of  coniiderabJe  cre- 
dit, and  generally  filled  with  the 
choiceft  company.  But  it  was  im<> 
poflible  to  rcflrain  fo  irregular  and 
expeniive  a  man  as  the  patentee 
within  .the  bounds  of  prudence 
and  QKoaomy.  After  he  had  hap- 
pily been  obliged  to  for  fake  the 
pra&ice  of  high  play,  and  had 
deferted  Arthur's  ♦..he  was  feized 
with  an  unaccountable  paflion  for 
low  diverlion,  and  took  a  flrange 
delight  in  the  company  of  the 
meaneft  of  the  human  fpecies. 
l«his  man  of  genteel  addrei's  and 
polite  manners  conceived  a  pecu- 
liar fondnefs  for  the  proFeiTors  of 
the  art  of  boxing;  his  time  was 
divided  between  ilurdy  athletics 
and  ridiculous  buffoons ;  batween 
Broughton,  Jam^s,  and  X  ay  I  or, 
the  moft  eminent  of  our  boxers, 
and  the  tumblers  of  Sadler's*  Wells; 
the  heroic  combatants  of  Hockley 
in  the  Hole  and  the  Bear-Garden 
graced  the  patentee's  levee  almoft 
every  morning* 

Some  time  before  Mr.  Garrick's 
engagement  with  this  manager, 
he  had  brought  all  the  inmates  of 
Sadler's- Wells  upon  his  flage,  and 
entertained  the  public  with  iight^s 
of  tall  mongers  and  contemptible 
rope-dancers.  — 

The  theatre  was  farmed  to  one 


Pierfon,  his  treaforer^  who  had 
lent  large  fums  of  money  to  the 
manager.  This  fellow  confidered 
the  merits  of  the  beft  z€ton  in  no 
other  view  than  as  they  contributed 
to  the  payment  of  his  loan ;  the 
ju{l  and  legal  demands  of  the  adors 
were  treated  by  him  with  info- 
lence  and  contempt :  he  was  civil 
to  Mr.  Garrick,  indeed,  becaufe 
he  hoped,  by  his  aAing,  to  gee 
back  the  money  he  had  rifqued 
upon  the  patent. 

In  this  diitraded  date  of  Fleets 
wood's  management,  the  ill  treat- 
ment of  the  players  feemed  to  call 
aloud  for  redrefs.  Bailiffs  were 
often  in  poiTeiHon  of  the  theatre  | 
and  the  properties,  cloaths,  and 
other  ftage  ornaments  of  the  corn- 
medians,  were  fometimes  feized 
upon  by  thefe  low  implements  of 
the  law.  Many  ridiculous  coii- 
tefts  and  focjiih  fq u abb! ^  between 
the  aflors  and  thefe  licftfed  har- 
pies inight  here  be  recorded  for 
the  reader's  amufement;  I  fhall 
content  myfelf  with  relating  one 
of  them.  The  hat  of  king  Rich- 
ard the  Third,  by  being  adorned 
with  jewels  of  pafte,  feathers,  and 
other  ornaments,  feemed,  to  the 
(herifF*s  officers,  a  prey  worthy  of 
their  feizure ;  but  honeft  Davy^ 
Mr.  Garrick's  Welch  fervant,  told 
them,  -  they  did  not  know  what 
they  were  about;  *'For,  look  you," 
faid  Davy,  *'  that  hat  belongs  t» 
the  king."  The  fellows  imagin- 
ing that  what  was  meant  of  Rich- 
ard theThird  was  fpoken  of  George 
the  Second,  rcfigncd  their  prey, 
though  with  fome  reluftance. 

Repeated,  .but  ineffedual .  ap- 
plications, were  made  to  the  pa- 
tentee, for  removal  of  grievances. 
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by  Garrick,  Macklin,  Pritchard, 
and  others.  It  is  true,  he  did  not 
treat  their  remonflranccs  with 
haughtinefs  as  his  treasurer  did  ; 
he  liftened  to  their.  addrclTes  with 
great  calmnefs,  as  well  as  affabi- 
lity ;  he  owned  the  juftice  of  their 
reprefcntations,  and  the  reftitude 
ef  their  demands ;  he  was  moil 
heartily  forry,  he  protefted,  for 
what  was  pad,  and  promifed  very 
folemnly  to  reform  every  thing 
that  was  amifs. — •—Fair  promifes 
frequently  made,  and  as  often 
broken,  will  tire  out  the  mod  pa- 
tient tempers  ;  the  clamours  of 
the  adors,  but  efpecially  thofe 
who  had  no  means  of  fubfiftence 
but  their  weekly  income,  were 
now  fo  load'  and  urgent,  that  it 
became  neceiTary  to  look  about  in 
earn  eft  for  fome  means  of  fubftan- 
tia)  redrefs. 

■  About  the  end  of  the  fnmmer 
1743,  the  actors  found  leifure  to 
di^eft  a  plan  for  removing  the 
grievances  under  which  they  had 
fo  long  patiently  fuffered.  About 
a  dozen  of  them,  the  chief  of 
whom  were  Garrick,  Macfclin, 
Havard,  Berry,  Blakes,  Mrs. 
Pritchard  and  Mrs.  Clive,  with 
Mills,  and  his  wife,  entered  into 
an  aflbciation,  to  which  others 
were  invited.  A  formal  agree- 
ment was  fignfd,  by  which  ihey 
obliged  themfelves  not  to  accede 
to  any  terms  which  might  be  pro- 
pofcd  to  them  by  the  patentee, 
without  the  confent  of  all  the  Tub- 
fcrihers. 

The  players  were  in  hopes  that 
the  lord  chamberlain  woul'd  he  in- 
duced to  grant  them  his  favour 
and  protection  ;  and,  in  imitation 
of  one  of  his  predcccflbrs,  the 
witty  and  benevolent  earl  of  l)or- 
fer,  who  refcued  Bettcrton,  Mrs. 


Barry,  and  other  aggrieved  ador«, 
from  the  tvranny  and  opprelBoa 
of  Chriftoplier  Rich,  the  old  pa- 
tentee of  Drury-lane  playhoufe, 
grant  them  a  licence  or  patent 
ror  adding  plays  at  the  Opera- houfs 
or  elfewhere.  They  drew  up  % 
petition,  in  which  theyflated  their 
grievances  very  cxa6tly,  and  fup- 
ported  their  claim  to  redrefs  from 
a  variety  of  fadls  which  they  of- 
fered to  prove. 

The  duke  of  Grafton,  who  was 
then  chamberlain,  received  the 
petition  of  the  players  with  cold- 
nefs ;  inftead  of  examining  into 
the.  merits  of  their  complaints,  he 
defined  to  know  the  amount  cf 
their  annual  ftipends.  He  was 
much  fur  prized  to  be  informed, 
that  a  man  could  gain,  merely  by 
playing,  the  yearly  falary  of  500I. 
His  grace  obferved,  that  a  near 
relation  of  his,  who  w(^s  then  an 
inferior  officer  in  the  navy,  cx- 
pofed  his  life  in  behalf  of  his 
kjn^  and  country  for  lefs  than 
half  that  fum.  AH  attempts  to 
convince  the  duke  that  juftice  and 
right  were  on  the  fide  of  the  peii- 
tioneri',  were  to  no  purpofe. 

It  reqi^ires  but  little  art  of  rcai. 
foning  10  confute  the  duke's  argu- 
ment :  his  attempt  to  compare  a 
principal  adtor's  income  with  that 
of  a  I'hbaltern  officer,  was  very  ill 
founded :  every  gentleman  ih^t 
would  wijh  to  rife  in  the  fleet  or 
the  army,  is  obliged  to  go  through 
the  fevcral  gradations  of  prrl'c?^ 
ment  $  but  the  midfhipman  and 
the  cadet  both  hope  to  rife  to  the 
higheft  office  which  they  can  pof- 
fibly  attain.  Befidcs,  genius  ftcps 
beyond  the  tedious  formalities  of 
progreffivc  fcrvice  and  limited 
praiiicc.  Hawke,  Howe,  and 
Krppcl,  were  forced  to  fcrve   in 
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the  navy  fome  time  before  they 
attained  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant ; 
Garrick,  Glive,  and  Gibber,  from 
tbe  firft  trial  of  their  abilities, 
proved  themfelves  accomplifhed 
comedians.  — r- 

Whilft  the  players  were  bufy  in 
gaining  friends  to  their  caufe,  and 
to  promote  their  faccefs  with  the 
lord  chamberlain,  the  patentee  was 
not  idle  ;  he  endeavoared  to  raife 
recruits  amongft  all  the  itinerant 
a£tors  in  England.  Before  they 
proceeded  to  greater  hofli!icies» 
each  party  drove  to  jaili fy  their 
caufe  'by  appealing  to  the  public 
from  the  prefs.  Paul  Whitehead, 
it  is  faid,  drew  his  pen  for  the 
manager;  and  William  Guthrie, 
the  hiilprian,  was  the  champion 
for  Mr.  Garrick  and  his  party. 

Towards  the  middle  of  Septem- 
ber, the  manager  was  determined 
to  open  his  theatre;  but,  on  muf- 
tering  his  forces,  he  found  him- 
Iclf  10  weak,  that  he  could  fcarce 
4^1  any  play  whatever.  But  upon 
l^eing  joined,  by  Mrs.  Benn^t,  an 
i}<eful  a^refs,  whom  he  fufpefted 
to  be  gone  over  to  the  revolters, 
and  by  the  a£iflance  of  fome  new- 
raifed  forces,  he  announced  in  his 
play-bijls  the  Confcious  Lovers, 
|br  September  the  20th,  the  ufual 
time  of  beginning  to  aft  plays  in 
the  metropolis. 

The  compailion  of  the  public, 
the  eiforts  of  friends,  and  motives 
of  curioiity,.  concurred  to  bring 
together  a  pretty  full  audience  ; 
and  the  play,  though  but  tolera- 
bly adled,  pafled  with  applaufe. 
The  conteil  between  the  manager 
and  the  feceders  became .  ibon  very 
uneoual.  The  latter  found  all 
applications  for  a  new  patent  in- 
ciFcdual.  There  was-  now  no  re- 
piedy  left,  but  to  agree  with  the 


manager  apon  the  beft  terms  that 
could  be  obtained.  The  matter 
ended,  as  it  might  have  been  fpre- 
feen,  from  the  moment  the  cham- 
berlain turned  his  back  upon  the 
players.  Some  pf  the  {Principal 
adors,  and  fuch  as  were  abfolute- 
ly  necefTary  to  the  condu^ling  of 
the  theatrical  machine,  were  ad- 
mitted  to  favour  upon  reafonable 
terms,  and  were  allowed  the  fame 
annual  ftipends  which  they  enjoy- 
ed before  the  fece£ion ;  others  of 
lefs  confequence  were  abridged  of 
half  their  income."-^— 

Mr.  Lacy  fucceeded  Fleetwood 
as  manager  of  Drury-lane ;  at  the 
fame  time  Rich,  the  inventor  of 
our  modern  pantomime,  govern* 
ed  the  theatre  at  Coven  t  garden • 
The  eharafiers  of  thefe  two  lead- 
ers, and  the  important  event  of 
the  campaign  of  I747»  are  thu^ 
defer]  bed. 

"  John  Rich,  the  fon  of  Chrifto- 
phcr  Rich,  formerly  patentee  of 
Drury-lane  theatre,  feems  to  have 
imbibed,  from  his  very  early 
years,  a  diflike  of  the  people  with 
whom  he  was  deftined  to  live  and 
daily  converfe*  We  are  told,  that 
his  father  wiihed  rather  to  acquire 
wealth  by  French  dancers,  Italian 
(iiYgers,  and  every  other  exotic  ex- 
hibition, than  by  the  united  ikill 
of  the  moft  accomplifhed  come- 
dians. The  fon  inherited  the  fame 
odd  tafte  ;  for  being  left  by  his 
father  in  the  joint  pofTefHon  of  the 
patent  with  his  brother  Chrido- 
pher,  and  after  having  ineffedla- 
al ly  tried  his  talent  for  a6ling  in 
the  part  of  the  Earl  of  EflTex,  and 
fome  other  important  character, 
he  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of 
pan  torn  imical  reprefentation.  In 
this  he  was  happily  very  fortunate. 
He  formed  a  kind  of  harlequinade^ 
nnknowa 
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unknown  to  this,  and,  I  believe,     mtsfortunei  of  thefe  men^  owiii|f 


to  any  other  country,  which  he 
called  a  pantomime:  it  confifted 
of  two  pans,  one  ferious  and  the 
other  comic.  By  the  help  of  gay 
fcenes,  fine  habits,  grand  dances, 
appropriated  mufic,  and  other  de- 
corations, he  exhibited  '*a  llory 
from  Ovid*3  Metamor|Jhofis,  or 
fome  other  fabalous  writer :  be- 
tween the  paufes  or  afls  of  this 
ferious  reprefentation,  he  inter- 
wove a  comic  fable,  confining 
chiefly  of  the  cpunlhip  of  Harle- 
quin and  Columbinje,  with  a  va- 
riety of  furprifing  i^dvcnturcs  and 
fudden  transformations,  which 
were  produced  by  the  magic  wand 

of  Harlequin. 

It  is  a  very  fingular  circum*> 
Hance,  that  of  all  the  pantomimes 
which  Rich  brought  on  the  ilage, 
from  the  Harlequin  Sorcerer,  in 
t"hc  year  1717,  to  the  laft  which 
was  exhibited  a  year  before  his 
death,  which  fell  out  in  1761^ 
there  was  fc^rce  one  which  failed 
to  pleafe  the  public,  who  tedificd 
their  approbation  of  them  forty  or 
£fty  nights  fucccflivcly.— -^ 

Mr.  Lacy,  the  rival  of  Mr. 
Rich,  was  a  man  of  good  under* 
(landing,,  uncultivated  by  educa- 
tion. —  By  a  fucceffion  of  fchemcs 
he  endeavoured  to  attain  afRuence 
and  independence.  The  firft  dawn 
of  his  .profserity  he  owed  to  his 
projcding  uie  rotunda  of  Rane- 
lagh,  about  forty  years  fince, 
which  gained  him  the  fum  of 
4000I.  This  building  is  a  (land- 
ing monument  of  his  tafte  and  in- 
genuity. His  being  appointed 
manager  for  the  bankers,  v/ho 
purchafed  the  remainder  of  Mr. 
Fleetwood's  patent,  with  a  third 
of  his -own,  advanced  him  iliil 
higher  to  public  notice  s  ^nd  the 


perhaps  to  an  utter  defertion  of 
theatrical  entertainments,  in  the 
year  of  the  Scotch  rebellioa  in 
1745,  were  Dccalionally  the  mak* 
ing  of  his  fortune  ;  for  having, 
during  the  time  he  was  a  mana- 
ger, frequently  attended  the  duke 
of  Grafton,  then  lord  chaioher- 
lain,  in  his  huntitig  parties,  he  lb 
far  ingratiated  himfelf  in  his 
grace's  favour,  that  he  afterwards* 
at  the  expiration  of  the  old  pa- 
tent, obtained  on  very  reafonable 
terms  a  new  one,  the  half  of  which 
Mr.  Garrick  purchafed. 

Mr.  Lacy  wax  aftivc  and  entcr- 
priiing.  He  brought  Barry  from  Ire- 
land ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fecur* 
ed  Macklin,  Yates,  Berry,  Beard, 
Neale,  Tafwell,  Mrs.  Clive,  Mrs, 
Woffingcon,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gif- 
fard»  and  others.  He  appeared 
fo  formidable  to  Rich,  that,  by 
the  advice  of  his  counfellors,  he 
immediately  entered  into  a  treaty 
with  Mr.  Garrick,  Mr.  Quin,  and 
Mrs.  Cibbcr,  Mrs.  Pritchard, 
Meffrs.  Woodward*.  Chapman^ 
Hippifley,  and  Mrs.  Green,  be 
had  already  bound  to  himfelf  by 
articles. 

It  is  not,  perhaps,  more  difn^ 
cult  to  fettle*  the  covenants  of  a 
league  between  mighty  monarchy 
than  to  adjuft  the  preliminaries  of 
a  treaty  in  which  the  high  and 
potent  princes  and  princeffes  of  a 
theatre  are  the  parties.  Mr.  Gar- 
rick and  Mr.  Quin  had  too  much 
fenfe  and  temper  to  fqnabble  about 
trWes.  After  one  or  two  previous 
and  fi-iendly  meetings,  they  fe« 
le£ted  fuch  charaftcrs  as  they  in- 
tended to  a€l  without  being  oblig- 
ed to  join  in  the  fame  play.  Some 
parts  were  to  be  a6led  by  them  al- 
ternately, particularly  Richard  the 
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Third  and  Othello.  The  gre.il 
difficulty  lay  in  cha/ing  fuch  plays 
as  they  might  both  appear  in  to 
advantRge.  The  following  parts 
they  confented,  as  far  as  I  can 
recollect,  to  aft  together :  Loth- 
ario and  Horatio  in  the  Fair  Pe- 
nitent J  in  Jane  vShore,  Haftings 
and  GJoiler  ;  in  Henry  the  Fourth, 
(firft  part)  Hotfpur  and  FdlftafF; 
in  the  Dillrefled  Mother,  Orcftcs, 
Garrick  ;  Pyrrhus,  Qjiin  ;  and,  I 
believe,  Brutus  and  Caflius  in  Ju- 
lius Cxfar.  I  have  feen  the  cha- 
radler  of  CaiSus  accurately  deli- 
neated in  Mr.  Garrick's  own  hand- 
writing, which  he  had  extracted 
from  Bayle ;  and  it  i;  very  proba- 
ble that  he  had  eiven  his  confent 
to  aft  the  part,  out  that,  on  fe- 
rious  rejfleftion,  he  had  renounced 
his  intention,  as  the  weight  of  ap- 
plaufe,  in  the  much -ad  mi  red  fcene- 
betwcen  thefe  great  men  in  the 
.  fourth  aft  of  the  play,  mull  have 
fallen  to  the  (hare  of  Brutus. 
There  was  another  reafon  for  re- 
jefting  Caffius,  which,  in  all  pro- 
bability, had  its  force  with  him  ; 
he  would  never  willingly  pat  on 
the  Roman  habit. 

Mr.  Quin  (bon  found,  that  his 
competition  with-  J^lr.  Garrick, 
whofe  reputation  was  hourly  in- 
creafing,  whilfl  his  own  was  on 
the  decline,  would  foon  become 
inefFeftaal.  His  Richard  the 
Third  could  fcarcc  draw  together 
a  decent  appearant^e  of  company 
in  the  boxe^;  and  he  was,  with 
fome  difHcuhy,  tolerated  in  the 
^  part,  when  Garrick  afted  the  fame 
charafter  to  crowded  houfes,  and 
with  very  great  applaufe* 

The  town  had  often  wiihed  to 
fee  thefe  gKat  aftors  fairly  match- 
ed in  two  charafters  of  almoft 
•qual  importance.      The  Fair  Pe- 


tiitcnt  prefented  pn  opportunity  to 
difplay  iheir  feveral  merits;  though 
it  mud  be  owned,  thac  the  ba- 
lance was  as  much  in'  favour  of 
Qjin,  at  the  advocate  of  virtue  is 
fuperior  in  argi^ment  to  the  de- 
fender of  libertinifm. 

The  (bouts  of  applaufe,  when 
Horatio  and  Lothario  met  on  the 
ftage  together  in  the  fecond  aft, 
were  fo  loud,  and  fo  often  repeat- 
ed, before  the  audience  permitted 
them  to  fpeak,  that  the  comba- 
tants feemed  to  be  difconcerted« 
It  was  obferved  that  Quin  chang- 
ed colour,  and  Garrick  feemed  to 
be  •embari'afled ;  and,  it  mufl  be 
owned,  that  thefe  aftors  were  ne- 
ver lefs  mailers  of  themfelves, 
than  on  the  firft  night  of  the  con- 
teft  for  pre-eminence.— 

Notwithftanding  the  evident  dif- 
parity  arifing  from  one  aftor't 
pleading  the  caufe  of  truth  and 
virtue,  and  the  other  being  en- 
gaged on  the  fide  of  licentioufncfs 
and  profligacy,  Mr.  Quin  was,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  beft  judges, 
fairly  defeated ;  by  driving  to  do 
too  much,  he  miffed  the  mark  at 
which  he  aimed.  The  charafter 
of  Horatio  is  compounded  of  de- 
liberate courage,  warm  friendfhip, 
and  cool  contempt  of  vice.  The 
lafl  Qnin  had  m  a  fuperior  de- 
gree, but  could  not  rife  to  an  equal 
cxpreffion  of  the  other  two.  The 
ftrong  erophafis  which  he  ftamped 
on  almofl  every  word  in  a  line, 
robbed  the  whole  of  that  eafe  and 
graceful  familiarity  which  ihould 
have  accompanied  the  elocution 
and  aftion  of  a  man  who  is  calmly 
chaflifing  a  vain  and  audacious 
bqafter. 

When  Lothario  gave  Horatio 
th«  challenge,  Quin,  inllead  of 
accepung  it  inilancaneoufly,  with 
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the  determined  and  unembarrafled 
brow  of  fuperior  bravery,  made  a 
long  paufe^  and  dragged  oat  the 
words, 

«»  m  meet  thee  there  I" 

in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  it 
appear  abfolutely  ludicrous.  He 
paufed  {o  long  before  he  fpoke, 
that  fomebody,  it  was  faid^  call- 
ed out  from  the  gallery,  "  Why 
don't  you  tell  the  gentleman 
whether  you   will  meet  him    or 

not  2" 

The  fuccefs  of  the  Lying  Valet 
and  Lethe  induced  Mr.  Garrick  to 
try  his  fortune  once  more  as  a 
writer;  and  Miis  in  her  Teens 
was  the  produce  of  his  mufe  i  a 
farce,  in  which  cowardice '  and 
effeminacy  are  fo  happily  con- 
trailed,  and  flrongly  ridiculed, 
that  it  will  for  a  long  tim^  main- 
tain its  ground  in  the  theatre^ 
This  petit- piece  was  adled  a  great 
number  of  nights.  Mr.  Q^ain  was 
called  upon  to  play  fome  of  his 
chara£kers  during  its  reprefenta- 
tion.  He  complied  at  firft,  but 
foon  after  repented  :  he  furlily 
fwore  he  would  not  hold  up  the 
tail  of  any  farce.  *•  Mor  (hall  he," 
faid  Mr.  Garrick,  when  he  was 
told  what  Quin  had  faid ;  "I 
will  give  him  a  month's  holidays." 
He  picked  out  of  the  prompter's 
lift  of  plays  all  fuch  as  could  be 
a£led  without  Quin,  and  were  not 
fuppofed  to  have  any  internal 
ilrength  to  draw  company  of  them- 
felves.  To  thefe  Mifs  in  her 
Teens  was  tacked  every  night  for 
above  a  month,  or  five  weeks. 
Quin  wpuld  fometimes,  during 
the  run  of  the  farce,  pay  a  vifit  to 
the  theatre ;  but  on  being  told 
ch^t  the  houfe  was  crowded,  he 


would    give  a  fignlficant    grxw^f, 
and  withdraw. 

The  great  run  of  company  to 
Covent-garden  left  Drury-Ianc  ia 
a  (late  of  inferiority  and  defpon- 
dency.  —  Lacy  having  about  this 
time,  prevailed  on  the  dnke  of 
Grafton  to  promife  a  renewal  of 
the  Drury-lane  patent,  he  wifely 
thought,  the  bed  way  to  fecure  fa 
valuable  an  acquifition  as  Mr. 
Garrick,  would  be  to  offer  him 
the  moiety  of  it.— 

The  tender  of  f6  confidcrable 
and  valuable  a  thing  as  the  half 
of  a  patent,  was  by  no  means  un* 
pleafing  to  Mr,  Garrick  ;  he  con- 
fulted  his  friends,  who  all  advif- 
ed  him  to  purchafe  it  on  reafona- 
ble  terms.  By  paying  the  mode- 
rate fum  of  eight  thoutand  pounds^ 
he  became  joint-patentee  of  Drury- 
lane  theatre  with  Mr.  Lacy.  This 
tranfa^lion  was  finifhed  to  the  fa- 
tisfa^ion  of  both  parties,  aboot 
the  end  of  March,  or  beginning 
of  April,   1747. 

Mr.  Rich,  though  he  was  vifi- 
bly  acquiring  very  large  property 
by  fuch  a  conil^nt  (ucceiTton  of 
good,  houfes,  and  principally  by 
the  means  of  his  adors,  did  not 
feem  to  enjoy  or  underftand  tbo 
happinefs  of  his  fituation.  It  was 
imagined,  by  thofe  who  knew  his 
humour  bed,  that  he  would  have 
been  better  pleafed  to  fee  his  great 
comedians  (hew  away  to  empty 
benches,  that  he  might  have  had 
an  opportunity  to  mortify  their 
pride,  by  bringing  out  a  new 
pantomime,  and  drawing  the  town 
after  his  raree- (how.  Often  would 
he  take  a  peep  at  the  houfe  through 
the  curtain,  and  as  often,  from 
difappointment  and  difguft,  ari-^ 
fing  from  the  view  of  a  full  audi- 
ence^ 
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ence,  break  oot  into  the  following 
expreffions,  **  What,  are  you 
there  1  Well,  much  good  may  it 
do  you.'* 

Though  he  might  have  eafily 
fixed  Mr.  Garrick  in  his  Service, 
long  before  he  had  bargained  for 
a  fliare  of  Drury-Ianc  patent,  he 
gave  himfclf  no  concern,  when 
he  was  told  of  a  matter  fo  fatal  to 
his  intereft ;  he  rather  feemcd  to 
confider  it  as  a  rcleafe  from  a  dif* 
agreeable  engagement,  and  con- 
foled  himfclf  with  mimicking  the 
great  ador.  It  was  a  ridiculous 
fight  to  fee  the  old  man  upon  his 
knees,  repeating  Lear's  curfe  to 
his  daughter,  after  Garrick's  man- 
ner, as  he  termed  it ;  while  fome 
of  the  players,  who  flood  round 
him,  gave  him  loud  applaufes ; 
and  others,  though  they  were 
obliged  to  join  in  the  general  ap- 
probation, heartily  pitied  his  fol- 
ly, and  defpifed  his  ignorance. 

I  am  authorifed  to  aiTert,  that 
the  profits  arifing  from  plays  ac 
Covent-garden  theatre,  from  Sep- 
tember 1746,  to  the  end  of  May, 
1747,  amounted  to  eight  thoufand 
five  hundred  pounds.  And  let  no 
man  think  this  an  exorbitant  fum, 
which  was  earned  by  a  Garrick,  in 
conjundlion  with  many  excellent 
comedians,  when  it  can  be  prov- 
ed, that  in  one  year,  after  paying 
all  expences,  eleven  thoufand 
pounds  were  the  produce  of  Mr. 
Maddock's  (the  flraw -man's)  agi- 
lity,  added  to  the  inferior  talents 
of  rhe  players,  at  the  fame  houfe, 
fome  few  years  afterwards."— 

.His  fhort  fketcK  of  an  a^refs  fo 
celebrated  for  beauty  of  counte- 
nance and  elegance  of  form,  as 
well  as  merit  in  her  profefEon,  as 
Mrs.  Wc^ngton,  cannot  buu  be 
acceptable  to  oiir  readers. 


"  Mrs.  Margaret  Woffington  was 
born  at  Dublin  in  1718.  For  h^ 
education,  in  the  very  early  part 
ef  life,  (he  was  indebted  to  Ma* 
dame  Violarlte,  a  French  woman 
of  good  reputation,  and  famous 
for  feats  of  agility.  She  is  occa-^ 
iionally  mentioned  in  Swift's  De- 
fence of  Lord  Carteret.  Froia 
her  inftruftions  little  Wofiington 
learned  that  eafy  a£lioii  and  grace- 
ful deportment,  which  fhe  after- 
wards endeavoured,  with  unre«> 
mitting  application,  to  improve. 
When  the  Beggar's  Opera  was 
£rll  a6led  at  Dublin,  it  was  fo 
much  applauded  and  adJnired, 
that  all  ranks  of  people-  flocked  to 
fee  it.  A  company  of  childrem, 
under  the  title  pf  Lilliputians^ 
were  encouraged  to  reprefent  this 
favourite  piece  at  the  Theatre 
Royal  ;  and  Mifs  Woffington, 
then  in  the  tenth  year  of  her  age^ 
made  a  very  diilinguiihed  £gurt 
amongft  thefe  pigmy  comedians. 

She  appeared,  for  the  Ex^  time 
in  London,  at  the  theatre  in  Co* 
ventgarden,  in  173S.  Her  choice 
of  character  excited  the  curiofity 
of  the  public  :  Sir  Harry  Wild- 
air,  a6led  by  a  woman,  .was  a 
novelty  :  this  gay,  difFipatted, 
good-humoured  rake,  fhe  repre- 
sented with  fo  much  eafe,  elc* 
gance,  and  propriety  of  deport- 
ment, that  no  male  a^or  hat 
iince  equalled  her  in  that  part ; 
fhe  acquitted  herfelf  fo  moch  to 
the  general  fatisfa^ion,  that  it 
became  fafhioiiable  to  fee  Mrs. 
WofEngton  pcrfonate  Sir  Harry 
Wild  air.  The  managers  foon 
found  it  to  be  their  intereft  to  an- 
nounce her  frequently  for  that 
favourite  character;  it  proved 
a  conftant  charm  to  fill  their 
hottfes. 
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In  Dublin  (he  tried  her  powers 
of  afting  a  tragedy  rake,  for  Lo- 
thario is  certainly  of  that  caft; 
but  whether  flie  was  as  greatly  ac- 
compliihed  in  the  manly  tread  of 
the  bufkin'd  libertine,  as  (he  was 
in  the  genteel  walk  of  the  gay 
gentlenian  in  comedy,  I  know 
not ;  bat  it  is  certain  that  (he  did 
not  meet  with  the  fame  approba- 
tion in  the  part  of  Lothario,  as  in 
that  of  Wildair. 

Her  chief  merit  in  afting,  I 
think,  con(i(led  in  the  reprefenia- 
tion  of  females  in  high-rank,  and 
of  dignified  elegance,  whofe  graces 
in  deportment,  as  well  as  foibles> 
fhe  underitood,  and  difplayed  in  a 
very  lively  and  plea(ing  manner. 
The  fafhionable  irregularities  and 
fprightly  coquetry  of  a  Mi  I  lam  ant, 
a  Lady  Townly,  Lady  Betty  Mo- 
di(h,  and  Maria  in  the  Non- 
Juror,  were  exhibited  by  WofSng- 
ton  with  that  happy  eaie  and 
gaiety,  and  with  (uch  powerful 
attra^ion,  that  the  excelTes  of 
thefe  charaders  appeared  not  only 
pardonable,  but  agreeable. 

But  this  aftrefs  did  not  coniine 
herfelf  to  parts  of  fuperior  ele- 
gance ;  (he  loved  to  wanton  with 
lenorance  when  combined  with 
abfurdity,  and  to  play  with  petu- 
lance and  folly,  with  peevifhnefs 
and  vulgarity  :  thofe  who  remem- 
ber her  Lady  Pliant  in  Congreve's 
Double  Dealer,  will  recolledl  with 
great  pleafure  her  whim(ical  dif- 
covery  of  paflion,  and  her  auk- 
wardly  a(rumed  prudery :  in  Mrs. 
Day,  in  the  Committee,  (he  made 
no  fcruple  to  difguife  her  beautiful 
countenance,  by  drawing  on  it 
the  lines  of  deformity,  and  the 
wrinkles  of  old  age  ;  and  to  put 
on  the  tawdt-y    habiliments   and- 


vulgar  manners  of  an  old  hypo^ 
critical  city  vixen. 
.  As,  in  her  profeffion,  (he  aimed 
at  attaining  .  general  *  excellence, 
fhe  ftudied  feveral  parts,  of  the 
moft  pathetic,  as  well  as  lofty 
clafs  in  tragedy ;  and  was  refolvcd 
to  perfedl  herfelf  in  the  grace  and 
grandeur  of  the  French  theatre. 
With  this  view  (he  vifued  Paris; 
here  (he  was  introduced  to  Ma- 
demoifelle  Dumefnil,  an  adrcfs 
celebrated  for  natural  elocution 
and  dignified  a&ion.  Colley 
Cibbcr,  at  the  age  of  fevcnty, 
profefTed  himfcif  Mrs.  Woffing- 
ton's  humble  admirer;  he  thought 
himfelf  happy  to  be  her  Cicifneo 
and  inftrudor ;  his  great  delight 
was  to  play  Nykin,  or  Foodie- 
wife  in  the  Old  Batchelor,  to  her 
Cocky,  or  Letlcia,  in  the  fame 
play. 

On  her  return  from  Pws,  (be 
a£led  with  approbation  fome  parts 
in  tragedy,  particularly  Ardro- 
mache  and  Hermione  in  the  Dif- 
trefTed  Mother,  which,  to  (hew 
her  proficiency,  (he  played  alter- 
nately ;  but  (he  never  could  attain 
to.  that  happy  art  of  fpeakxng, 
nor  reach  that  (kill  of  touching 
the  padions,  (o  judiy  admired  in 
Gibber  and  Pritchard.  Old  Col- 
ley, her  mafter,.  was  himfelf  a 
mean  adlor  in  tragedy,  ihoo^  he 
was  extremely  fond  of  the  bj(ii4n ; 
he  taught  her  to  recite  fo  pomp- 
oufly,  that  nature  and  paffion 
were  not  feldom  facrinced  to  a 
falfe  glare  of  eloquence.  The 
teacher  infifled  upon  a  particular 
tone,  as  he  railed  ir,  in  the  de- 
clamation of  his  pupils. 

Mr.  Garrick's  acquaintance  with 
Mrs.  Wofiington  commenced,  I 
believe,  in  Ireland,  when  he  firft 
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vsiited  that  kingdom,  in  1742  ; 
ihe  adied  Cordelia  and  Ophelia  co 
his  Lear  and  Hamlet.  When  he 
commenced  patentee,  in  1747* 
he  found  her  one  of  the  articled 
comedians  of  Mr.  Lacy ;  but,  as 
Le  broQght  with  him  from  Covent- 
garden  Mrs.  Cibber  and  Mrs. 
Pritchard,  (he  thought  her  conti- 
fiuing  at  Drury-lane  would  be  at- 
tended with  many  difagreeable 
contentions  for  characters/  Be- 
fore that  time>  Ciive  and  Wof- 
fingcon  had  claihed  on  various 
occafionsy  which  brought  forth 
fquabbles,  diverting  enough  to 
their  feveral  partisans  amongd  the 
adors.  Wofilngton  was  well- 
jbred>  feemingly  difpaflionatet  and 
at  all  times  roiftrefs  of  herfeif. 
Qltve  was  frank,  open,  and  im- 
petuous ;  what  came  uppermoft  ij(i 
her  mind,  fhe  fpoke  wiibpuc  re- 
{crve:  the  other  blunted  the  (harp 
fpeeches  of  Clive  by  her  appa- 
rently civil,  but  keen  and  farcaf- 
tic  replies ;  thus  (he  often  threw 
Clive  off  her  guard  by  an  arch  fe- 
verity,  which  the  warmth  of  the 
other  could  not  eafily  parry. 

No  two  wonoijsn  of  high  rank 
ever  hated  one  another,  more  un- 
refervedly  than  thefe  great  dames 
of  the  theatre.  But  though  the 
pa(iions  of  each  were  as  lofty  as 
thofe  of  a  &iSt  dutchefs,  yet  they 
wanted  the  courtly  art  of  conceal- 
ing th<em ;  and  this  pccafiqned 
now  and  then  a  very  grotefqse 
Xcene  in  the  Green-room. 

Mrs.  Woffington,  after  adling  a  ' 
few  years  with  Mr.  Rich,  engag- 
ed her  (iblf,  in  1751,  to  Mr.  She- 
ridan, the  manager  of  the  Dublin 
theatre.  Here  (he  continued  three 
years,  and  was  the  admiration  of 
the  public  in  a  variety  of  parts, 
tragic  and  comi^.      Her  company 
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was  fought  after  by  men  of  th^ 
firft  rank  and  diflindion ;  perfons 
of  the  graved  character,  and  mod 
eminent  for  learning,  were  proud 
of  her  acquaintance,  and  charmed 
with  her  cbnverfation.  She  was 
I  think,  chofen  pre(ident  of  a  fe- 
ledl  fociety  of  beaux  cfprits,  call- 
ed the  Beef  Steak  Club,  and  was 
the  only  woman  in  the  company. 

She  frankly  declared,  that  (he 
preferred  the  company  of  men  to 
that  of  women  ;  the  latter,  (he 
faid,  talked  of  nothing  but  filks 
and  fcandal.  Whether  this  parti- 
cular preference  of  the  converfa- 
ti on  of  males  might  not  take  its 
rife  from  her  not  being  admitted 
tovi(it  certain  ladies  of  quality,  I 
will  not  take  upon  me  to  fay  ;  but 
ihe  certainly  had  not  that  free  ac- 
cess to  women  of  rank  and  virtue 
which  was  permitted  to  01d(ield 
end  Cibber. 

Mrs.  Wolfington  was  miftrefs  of 
a  good  underftanding,  which  was 
much  improved  by  company  and 
books.  She  had  a  mofl  attractive 
fprightlinefs  in  her  manner,  and  ' 
acarly  loved  to  purfue  the  baga- 
telle of  vivacity  and  humour :  (he 
was  affable,  good-natured,  and 
charitable.  When  fhe  returned 
to  London,  in  17^6,  ihe  once 
more  engaged  herfelf  to  Mr.  Rich  ; 
and  died,  about  a  year  before  his 
death,  of  a  gradual  decay." 

Mr.  Malloch  or  Mallet,  the  au- 
thor of  Elvira,  and  feveral  other 
'  dramatickcompofitions,  makes  tpo 
confpicuous  a  figure  in  thefe  mc* 
*  jxioirs  to  be  omi tted . 

*•  This  author,  fays  Mr.  Davies, 

was,  when  very  young,  janitor  of 

the   High   School   of  Edinburgh. 

His  real  name  was  Macgregor,  a 

'member  of  a  Scotch  clan,  which 
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had  rendered  themfclvcs  To  noto- 
Tious,  as  well  as  obnoxious  to  the 
laws,  ibr  adls  of  violence  and  rob- 
bery, that  they  were  obliged,  bv 
an    aj5l  of  parliiment,    to  change 
the  name  of  Macgrcgor  for  ano- 
ther.    Our  author   cnofe   that  of 
^Malioch  ;  but  after  having  ufed  it 
ibme  time,  and  fign'ed  it  to  a  de- 
..dication,  hs  ihought  it  founded  To 
^unpoliccfy    and   was   fo  unharmp- 
.nicus,  ihat  he  afterwards  foftcned 
'it    inro    Alallet.      The   ifirft    pro- 
du6tion  of  his  mufc,  and  when  he 
was  vf::y  young,  was  a  fvvcet  and 
plaintive  ballad  called  William  and 
Margaret.      Captain    Thompfon, 
the  editor  of   Andrew   MarvclPs 
works,  dec/ares  that  be  found  this 
poetical  nofegay  among  many  other 
.production^  of  the  fame  author  in 
a  folio   MS,   of   his   works,    ind 
"with   fcveVal  poems  publiflied   by 
Mr.  Addifon  in  the  Spcdiior. 
The  Engllfli  poetry,   in    Mar- 
^     veira  time,  was  certainly  not  ar- 
rived at  that  elegance    and   har- 
mony   fo    vifible   in   the   fong   of 
.William  and   Margaret,  and    the 
.  hymns  and  veifions  of  pfalms  in 
the  Speftator ;  which  laueV  bear 
evident  marks  of  their   being  Mr. 
Addifon's  own  compofition.     Nor 
can  I  prefume  to  rob  Mr.  Mallet 
of"  the  merit  of  writing  William 
and  Margaret,    on    fo   ilender   a 
proof  as   that  of  its   being  found 
in  a  volume  of  manufcript  poems 
attributed    to     Mr,    Marvcll,     a 
name  which  dcfervcs  to  be  revered 
^  hy  every  fincere  lover  of  his  coun- 
try.     Mr.   Mallet  having  diftin- 
guilhed  himfelf  as  a  man  of  learn- 
•s.ing  and   capacity,  was  appointed 
private   tutor    to    his    grace    the 
Duke  of  Montrofc,  and  his  bro- 
^  thcr,  Lord  George  Graham.   S009 
^^fcfter,  he  went  abroad  with  Mr» 


Craggs  ;  aixd  after  he  return ecT  m 
England,  he  wrote  his  tragedy  of 
teurydice,  v^'hich  was  a&ed  at  the 
theatre  in 'Drury-fane  in  173*. 
Aaron  Hill  wrote  the  prologue  and 
epilogue,  and  was  enfhnfialHcally 
warm  in  his  praifes  of  the  |>>ay, 
thou^  he  found  great  fault  with 
the  acting  of  it.  Eurydice  is  not 
written  to  the  heart ;  the  langaage 
is  not  original  iii  many  places, 
but  borrowed  from  other  plays  ; 
nor  are  the  fitaatio«s  in  which  the 
charaAers  are  placed  iDiereftint^, 
any  more  than  the  chara^crs 
themfelves  ,are  juftly  or  power- 
fully drawn  ;  Periander  and  Pro- 
cles  are  Tamerlane  and  Bajazet, 
only  in  diffimilar  fitaations  of  for- 
tune. 

We  have  in  this  play  rage  with- 
out producing  terror,  and  '  grief 
that  cauf^s  no  commifc^raiion. 
Eurydice  was  conliderably  altered 
and  revived  lAlmoft  ttiirty  years  af- 
ter ifs  firft  reprefentation.  The 
principal  chafafters  were  peribnat- 
ed  by  Mr.  Garrick  and  Mrs. 
Cibber,  but  to  no  eWt£\.  The 
paflions  of  love  and  jealoufy  are, 
of  all  others,'  the  moil  capable  of 
affefting  the  minds  of  the  fpeda- 
tors;  but  all  the  ra^e  of  a  Gar- 
fick,  and  pathoi  of  a  Cibbei*, 
could  not  extort  a  tear  from  the 
audience.  But  the  author  would 
not  take  the  blatne  upon  himfelf; 
he  fat  in  the  orchellra,  and  bc- 
flo^ved  his  execrations  plentifully 
upon  the  players,  to  whom  he 
attributed  the  cold  reception  of 
his  tragedy.    • 

Soon  after  the  firft  afting  of 
Eurydice  he  publifhed  his-  poem 
of  Verbal  Criticifm  ;  a  trice  fa- 
tire  on  pedants  and  pedantry, 
compofed  of  fuch  common- place 
raillery  as  that  with  which  fmall 
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wtts'  oTiaally  Ituck  greU  and  em^ 
neoc  fchoiars.  Bentley*s  Paradife 
X<ofl^w«a.ij)deed  a  fw  marl;;  folr 
cenfure  ;  and-  we  inuft»  I'  am 
afraid,  reckon  it  amofigft  the  do- 
ta^s.of.that  learned  man,  who 
publ tilled  hia^dicioii  of  Milton  in 
B.neiy  advanced  age.  But  Mal- 
let's -Attack  upoii  'Theobald  was 
eqiially  ignordnc  and  illiberal ; 
for  the  Shakfpeare  Rcdored  of  this 
Writer  laid  the  foundation  of  juft 
criticifm.  upon  our  great  poet. 
Ho»rever»  the  poem  was  written 
^tb  a  deiig^  to  ingratiate  the 
author  with  Mr.  Pope,  who  Toon 
aft«r  introduced  him  to  Lord.  Bo- 
jingbrake* 

Thomfon  end  Mallet  were.  r«^ 
commended  to  the  patronage  .of 
Frederick  Prince  of  Wales,  wbo 
appointed  them  both  his  fecreta- 
nes«  ThQ  poiiticks  of  St.  James's 
and  of  Leiceder  Houfe.  being  Very 
oppofite,  thefe .  writers  were  em- 
ployed by  the  friends  of  the  prince 
tojuftify  bis.  conduct,  and,  vindi- 
cate iiis^cauie,  by  at.ucking  thj^ 
admiaiHration  of  Sir  Robert  Wal^- 
pole. 

The  two  poets  did  not  pretend 
to  underhand  political  •  aF|;ament> 
but.  were  fuppofed  capable  of  io- 
ierefting  th&  public  in-  favoar.  of 
their  toaHer'ls  caufis  hy  tEe  art  of 
«^rkipg  «p  9"  fable  in  a  trs^edy, 
and  in  the  drawing  charai^rs» 
and  gifij^g  them  fucli  language, 
as  an  audieace  couid  not  fail  pro- 
perly to  apply,  Thomfon,  under 
ihe  aitsfpices  of  his  great  patron, 
brought  his  Agamemnon  on 
Brury^lane  ftage*  I  remember 
the  following  fpeech  of  (be  prin- 
cipal oharafUr  in  the  play,  which 
was.fpokea  to  iBgifthus,  .  was 
l^^atly  applauded  : 


M3 


'   ■  ■  ■    Botthe  xnoft  fruitful  fourcc^ 
Of  every  evil— O  !  that  I  in  thunder 
Could  found  it  o'er  the  lift'hlng  wotM 

•  to  lemgs,  .   .     ' 

Is  dkJ^Mting  po^*er  to  ^icktd  bandu.\ 

Agamemnon,  though  well  a£l- 
ed,  for. Mrs.  Porter   in  advanced 
age  and  lame  was  prevailed  on  to 
perform   Clyten^neura,     was    not 
written. agreeably   to   the  tafte  of 
the  critics,    who  very  jailly    ob- 
ferved,  that  he  had    not  cntirfly 
preferved    ancient    manners    and 
charaflers  i.  Cly tern ne (Ira   did  not 
refemb}ethe  portrait  drawn  of  her 
by  iEfchylus,  which  is  more  con- 
fident  an^   agreeable    tobiftory^ 
The  difpieafure   of  the  audience 
A) own   to  certain   fccnes  produced 
a  whimfical  eitedt  upon;;the..a,Ur 
thorj    he   had  promifed  to 'meet 
fome  friends  at  a  tavern   as  fooa 
as  the  play  was  ended,  but  he  waa 
obliged    to    defer    his    attending 
them  to  a  very  late  hour.     Whea 
|ie  cape,  they  afked  him  the  reafoa 
of  his  flay  ;  he  told  t\ittn,  that  thp 
criticks  had  fweated  him  (6  ti^nrt- 
bly,  by  their  ievere  treatment  of 
certain  paits  of  his  tragedy,  that 
the  perfpiration  was  {o  violent,  as 
to  render  his  wig  unfit  to  wear; 
^nd  that  he  had  fpent  a  great  deal 
,pf  time  an) ongft  the  peruke-makr 
ers  in  procuring   a  proper  cover 
for  his  head* 

Though  Thomfon's  Edward  and 
Eleonora  was  excluded  the  ftage, 
becaufe  ,the  licenfer  faw,  as  he 
imagined ,^  a  formidable  auack 
cpon  the  minifter;  Mallet's  Mnfr 
tapha,  which  was  faid  to  glance 
at  the  king  and  Sir  Robert  WaU 
pole,  in  the  charadlerfi,  of  Soly- 
man-  the  Magnificent  and  Ruilaa 
his  vifier,  was  a^ed  wiih  great 
applaufe. 
K  a On 
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On  the  firft  ni^ht  of  its  exhrbi. 
tion  were  aiTemDled  all  .the  chiefs 
in  oppoHtion  lo  the  court;  and 
many  ff>e€fches  wtn  applied  by  the 
audience  tp  the  fuppofed  grievan- 
ces of  the  times,  and  to  perfbns 
•and  charadlers.  The  play  was  lA 
general  well  aftcd  ;  more  parcicu- 
farly  the  parts  of  Solyman  and 
Muftapha,  by  Qnin  and  Mil- 
ward.  Mr.  Pope  was  -prcfcnt,  in 
the  boxes ;  and  et  the  end  of  the 
jp?ay  went  behind  the  fcencs,  a 
'place  which  he  had  not  vifited  for 
fbme  years.  He  exprcflcd  him- 
felf  to  be  well  pleafed  with  his  en- 
tertainment;  and  particularly  ad  • 
drefled  himfelf  to  Qoin,  who  was 
•greatly  flattered  wiih  the  di (line- 
tion  paid  him  by  fo  great  a  man  ; 
and  when  Pope's  fervant  brought 
Tiis  maflfer^s  fcarlet  cloke,  Quin 
Infilled  upon  the  honoiit  of  puc-* 
ting  it  on  him. 

"  Thorn fon  and  Mallet  were  fooh 
after  commanded  by  the  Prince 
of  Wales  to  write  the  mafoue  of 
.Alfred,  to  celebrate  the  birth- 
day of  Lady  AoguHa,  his  eldeft 
daughter,  which  was  twice  a^ed, 
in  the  gardens  -of  Clifden,  by 
<2n  in.  Mil  ward,  Mrs.  Clivc,  Mrs'. 
'Horton,  and  other  players.  The 
accommodations  for  the  company, 
I  was  told,  were  but  fcanty,  and 
^11  managed;  and  the  players 
were  not  treated  as  perfons  ought 
to  be  who  are  employed  by  a 
prince.  Quin,  1  believe,  was  ad- 
mitted among  thofe  of  the  higher 
order ;  and  Mrs,  Clive  might  b^ 
fafely  trufted  to  take  care  of  her- 
felf  any  where. 

Mr.  Mallet's  reputation  wa$ 
now  fo  highly  advanced,  that  th* 
Do  chefs  of  Marlboro  ugh  teft 
loco  1,  Jby^  legacy  to  him  and  Mr; 
Glover,  as  a  reward  for  writing 
3 


the  Hfe  Af  the  Doke  of  Mariiky* 
rough.  The  latter  decliniiig  the 
caik,  the  «^ho]e  Aim  became,  rhe 
•property  of  vhe  former. 

Mr.'  MaJlet,  afor  the  death  of 
his  friend  Thomfon,  which  hap- 
pened in  1746,  refomed  the  ftorj 
of  Alfred,  on  which  they  had 
written  in  corfjunAtoo.  iik  ob- 
ferved  that  in  the  firft  (ketch,  AU 
fred  was  but  the  fecond  charader 
in  his  own  piece  ;  and  thk,  I 
imagine,  was  owing  to  the  influ- 
ence of  Quia,  whofe  manner  of 
fpeaking  and  figure  were  better 
adapted  to  the  part  of  the  hennic 
than  Alfreds  He  fonnd  himielf 
obliged  to  make  great  alteration^ 
more  agreeable  to  the  dignity  of 
the  )>r]Mcipal  part,  and  more  foiu 
ed  to  Mr.  Garrick's  powers,  who 
undertbdc  to  ad  it.  Abundance 
of  fongs,  and  fome  odes,  were 
added,  and  many  new  incidenta 
and  characters;  fo  that  little  of 
the  old  mafque  remained.  In  de* 
coratiofls  of  magnificent  triumphal 
arches,  dances  of  furies,  Tanoua 
iiarmony  of  mufick  ind  incanta- 
tions, fine  fccnes  and  drefies,  thi^ 
mafque  exceeded  .  every  thing 
which  had  before  •made  iu  ap* 
pearanceon  the  Engltfii  ftage. 

Mr.  Mallet,  in  the  end  of  the 
year  1748,  was  employed  by  hh 
patron,  fiolingbroke,  in  a  bafi- 
nefs  which,  if  he  had  any  feelings 
muft  have  been  very  difagreeabk 
to  him,  the  writing  the  preface  to 
an  edition  of  the  Patriot  King,  in 
which  he  was  obliged  to  otafore 
the'  condud  of  his  friend  Mr. 
Pope.  This  great  man  had  been 
entrufled  with  feveral  printed  co- 
pies of  the  book,  and  enjoined  to 
comnuinicate  ^he  knowlcdse  of  it 
to  a  few  feledt  perfons;  €Nil|  ;  bm 
he  had,  unknown  to  the  author, 
printed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ACCOUNT    OF    BOOKS. 


U5 


printed    an    edition    privately  of 
J  500  copies. 

Ix)id  Bolingbroke  died  in  Dc 
eember  175 1»  and  left  all  his'writ^ 
ings,  .pQDhfhed  and  Qnpn,blllbed, 
to  Mr.  Mallet;  bnat  with  rcfpedt 
to  thofe  political  works  printed  in 
his  life-time,  he  cxprcifcd  him- 
felf  cautioufly,  us  if  he  forefaw 
that  fomebody  would  lay  claim  to 
then) ;  and  therefore  he  left  them 
to  his  legatee,  a$  far  as  Uc  law- 
fully could. 

When     Mallet    had    prepared 
Lord  Bolingbroke's  works  for  the 
prefs,   he    was   fnrprifed    with   a" 
claim  of  Mr.  Richard  Francklin, 
the  printer,   who   had,  in    1716, 
pubnflied  Lord  Bolingbroke's  Po- 
fitical  Trads;  and  in  1735-6  re- 
tailed in   the   Craftfman    his  Rc- 
jnarks  upon  the  Hiftory  of  £i^g- 
land,  and  ^18  DifTertation  on  Par- 
ties ;  and  afterwards,  by  th£  con- 
fent,  cur  at  leaft  connivance,  of  the 
author,  printed    them  in  feparaie 
volumes.      He   and    Mr.    Mallet 
were   advifed,    by    Mr.    Garrick 
and  other  friends,    to  leave   the 
matter  in  difpute   to -the  arbitra- 
tion of  two  perfoiss  who  were  fup- 
pofed  by  them   to   be   competent 
judges    of  thp  queftion.      Mallet, 
named  Mr.  Garrick's  friend,  Mr. 
Draper,  a  partner  of  Jacob  Ton- 
fon  ;    ind    Francklin    chofe    Mr. 
Thomas     Wotton,     an     eminent 
book  feller,  who  had  reiired   from 
buiinefs.     A  writing  was  drawn, 
wherein  the   queftion   was    ilased, 
and  a  power  given  to  the  umpires 
to  decide  upon  it,  isgned  by  the 
parties. 

After  mature  deliberation,  the 
arbitrators  gave  their  decree  in 
writing,  as  follows :  That  M^. 
Malltfl  fhould  pay  Mr.  Francklin 

the  fum  of  two  hnndred  pounds 


far  le^ve  to  print  the  political 
works  of  Lord  Bolingbroke,  which 
bad  be«o  publifhed  in  his  lord- 
ihip's  life-lime,  in  a  complete 
colleftion  of  the  faid  nobleman'* 
writings,  and  in  any  form  which 
he  thought  proper,  and  a<s  oftei) 
as  he  pie  a  fed ;  with  this  provifo* 
that  Mr.  Francklin  (hould  be  at 
liberty,  to.  print  the  books  in 
queftion  in  feparate  volumes,  as 
tifaal. 

Mr.  Mallet  did  by  no  means 
approve  the  decifion  ;  and  Franck- 
lin, by  trufting  to  his  honour,  in 
not  having  infiftcd  upon  bonds  of 
arbitration,  wfts  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  the  award . 

The  foitipftMro  hundred  pounds, 
for  leave  to  print  t-wo  or  three  old 
volumes  will  doubtlefs  appear  at 
prefent  too  large  a   grati^Cation ; 
but,  at   that   time,    the   right  of 
copy  was  eic^emed  a  valuable  per- 
petuity ;  and  we  cannot  now  coif- 
demn    two    ver^    inteltigeni  aud 
Hon  eft  men   for  a  decifion  in  fa- 
vour of  thatv  property  which    was 
ib  difFei'etnly  rated  above   fix  and 
twenty  J  ears  ago.      Mr«  Mallei's 
condu^  V^ill  not  bear  juililicatiotv. 
But  though  we  cannot  defend  his 
behaviour,    we    may    perhaps   al- 
kdge  fofnetbing   by  way  of  <X- 
cufe.     Mr.    Mallet   and   his  lady 
appeared  to  all  the  world  to  be  the 
happieft  couple  in    it,    and  I  de- 
fire   to  have    no  doubt   that  they 
really  were   what  they  vvifli«*d  the 
worll  flioutd  think  them.     How- 
ever, Mis.  Mallet,    to  her  e-jccei^ 
five   love,   joined    the   moft  con- 
fummste  prudence.       Every  fliill- 
i»g  of  her  forcune,  which  amount- 
ed   to    {even    or    eight    thoufand 
•  pounds,  (he  fettled  upon  herfclf ; 
bu:  then  (he  took  all  imaginable 
care    thai  Mr.  Mallet  fhould  ap- 
R  3  pear 
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pear  tike  a  gentleman  of  dtftinc* 
tion,  and,  from  her  great  kind- 
Defs,  fhe  always  parchafed  every 
thing  that  he  wote ;  hat,  ftock- 
ing9,  coat,  waiflcoat,  &rc.  were 
all  of  her  own  choice,  as  well  as 
at  her  own  cod  ;  and  fuch  was  the 
warmth  of  her  fondnefs,  that  (he 
took  care  all  the  world*  ihouM 
know  the  pains  (he  beftowed  on 
her  ho  (band's  drefs  *. 

Mallet  dreamt  of  getting  gol* 
den  mountains  by  Boiingbroke's 
legacy  ;  lie  was  fo  fanguine  in  his 
expeditions,  thac  he  rejected  the 
offer  of  three  thoufand  pounds, 
tendered  to  him  by  Mr.  Millar 
the  bookfeller,  for  the  copy-right 
€f  that  nobleman's  works ;  at  the 
fame  time  he  was  fo  diftreifed  for 
\cft(h,i  that  he  was  forced  to  borrow 
money  of  the  fame  Mr.  Millar, 
/to  pay  his  (lationer  and  printer. 

Mallet  heartily  repented  his  re- 
fofal  of  the  Bookfeller's  offer,  for 
the  firft  impreilion  of  his  edition 
of  Bolingbroke's  works  was  not 
fold  off  in  twenty  years. 

Mr:  Mallet's  mafqne  of  Britan- 
nia- wa«  afted  in  1755.  Mr.  Gar- 
rick  fpoke  a  humoarous  epilogue 
to  it  in  the  charadler  of  a  drunken 
failor,  part  of  which  he  compofed 
himfelf. '  Britannia  was  reprefent- 
cd  by  Mrs.  Jefferfon,  the  moft 
complete  figure  in  beauty  of  coun- 
tenance and  fymmetry  of  form  I 
ever  beheld.  This  good  woman 
(for'  (he  was  as  virtuous  as  fair) 
was  fo  unaffcded  and  fimple  in  her 
behaviour,  that  (he  knew  not  her 
power  of  charmin|>.  Her  beauti- 
'  ful  figure  and  majelVick  ftep  in  the 
charader  of  Anna  BoIIen,  drew 
the  admiration  of  all  who  faw 
her.     She  was  very  tali ;  and,  had 


Hie  been  happy  in  abiflties  to  a  A 
characters  of  confequence,  fhc 
would  have  been  an  excellent 
partner  in  tragedy  for  Mr.  Barr}'- 
In  the  viciffifudes  of  itinerant  aft- 
ing,  (he  had  been  often  reduced, 
from  the  fmall  number  of  players 
in  the  company  fhe  belonged  to, 
to  difgutfe  her  lovely  form,  and 
to  aifume  parts  very  unfaitabie  to 
fo  delicate  a  creature. 

When  (he  was  aficed  what  cha- 
rasters  (he  excelled  in  moft,  (he 
innocently  replied.  Old  men  in  co- 
medy ;  meaning  fuch  parts  as 
Fondl^wife  in  the  Old  Bachelor, 
and  Sir  Jealous  TrafRck  in  the 
Bufy  Body.  She  died  fuddenly 
at  Plymouth,  as  fhe  was  looking 
at  a  dance  that  was  pradiiing  for 
the  night's  reprefcntation. 

Mr.  Mallet  obtained  a  penfioa 
from  the  miniftry  in  17^7;  and 
was  employed  to  write  a  vindica- 
tion of  their  meafures,  and  'more 
particularly  refpefting  their  fend- 
ing a  fleet  into  the  Mtditerranean 
nnder  Byng;  this  he  effefted  in 
a  letter,  written,  as  it  is  fkid  in 
the  title,  by  a  plain  man,  which 
was  pubilfhed  in  a  large  (hcet  of 
paper ;  the  minifters  were  foon 
after  changed  :  however,  his  old 
friends  had  the  intercft  to  procnre 
him  a  very  confider«ble  place  in 
the  cuftoms,  which  he  enjoyed 
till  his  death. 

Till  the  year  1763,  we  hear 
nothing  of  Mallet,  except  a  dedi- 
cation of  h^s  poems  to  the  late 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  in  which 
he  promifcs  himfelf  fpeedily  the 
honour  of  dedicating  to  him  the 
life  of  his  great  relation.  In  the 
preface  to  his  Alfred,  publifhcd 
with  his  other  works  in  1759,  he 


^  Mr.  Mallet's  favourite  drefa  was  a  fuit  of  black  vclYtt, 


Had 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ACCOUNT    OF    BOOK.S.^      ^47 

Marlborough?"  —  "That's  my 
buiinefs,  my  dear  friextd  (rejoined 
Mallet;)  bat  I  tell  you,  1  have 
done  it.*'—'*  WelJ,  fauh,  MaU 
let,  you  have  the  art  of  iurpj^idng^ 
your  friends  in  the  mgd  unex*- 
pe^ed  and  the  policed  manner; 
bat  why  won't  yo^,  now,  who 
are  fo  well  qualified,  wxite  fome- 
thing  for  the  ftage  ?  You  (ho aid 
relax,  hitfrpoue  tuts  —  ha  ?  yo\x 
know!  fori  am^  fyrc  tl^e  theatre 
is  a  mere  matter  of  diveriion,  a 
plea fu re  to  you." 

•'  Why  faith,  faid  the  other,  to 
tell  you  tjie  truth,  I  have,  when- 
ever I  could  rob  the  duke  of.aa 
hour  or  fo,  employe^  myfelf  ia 
adapting  La  Motte's  Ines  de 
Caftro  to.  the  Englifli  Aage,  and 
here  it  is."  The  manager  em* 
braced  Elvira  with  rapture,  and 
brought  it  forward  with  all  cxpe- 
ditipn.*" 

A  gentleman  of  the  law,  who 
could  not  mifs  fucH  an  opportu- 
nity of  laughing  at  Mr.  Gari^fck's 
vanity,  met  him  one  day,  and  told 
him  he  had  been  applied  to  by 
the  bookfellers  to  publish  an  edi* 
tion  of  the  Statutes  lat  Large,  and 
he  hoped  he  ihould  find  a  fnug 
nich  in  them  to  introduce  him.    , 

The  ftory  of  Elvira  is  exceedr 
ingly  affeding,  and  Mrs.  Gibber 
would  excite  tears,  if  poffible^ 
from  infeniibility  ;  but  the  flyle 
of  Mallet  is  nbt  dramatick  ;  it  is 
laboured  and  aiFeded,  void  of 
nature  and  fimplicity.  The  play 
was  well  aded,  but  I  believe  it 
was  Hopped  at  the  ninth  night. 
Some  application  made  by  the  pit 
to  an  unpopular  nobleman  did  no 
.manner  of  fervice  to  it.     Mallec, 


iHid  there  fupprefied  what  he  had 
faid  in  a  former  adverrifement  to 
t4iac  mafque,  publiihed  in  1751* 
that  it  was  written  to  amuie  him- 
Mf,  amidll  rhe  fatigues  of  his 
great  work,  the  life  of  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough. 

However,    this   life,    of  which 
he  never  wrote  one   line,,  ferved 
him  as  a  kind  of  ftalking-horfe, . 
CO  reach  at  any  game  which  he 
had  in  profped. 

When  he  had  fintihed  his  £U 
Tira»  he  caft  abont  in  what  mah- 
ner  he  could  beft  prevail  upon 
Mr\  Garriqjk  to  ad  it.  He  knew 
that  his  revived  Eurydice,  and  his 
,  snafqae  of  Britannia,,  had  done 
nothing  for  the  managers,'  though 
he  ha4  gained  fomething  by  them 
himfelf.  He  waited  on  Mr.  Gar- 
rick,  in  the  ufuai  intercourfe  o£ 
friendihip,  v^ith  Elvira  in  his 
pocket. 

After  the  cpmmon  falute,  Mr. 
Oarrick  afked  him,  what  it  was 
that  employed  his  ftudies.  "  Why, 
upon  my  word,  faid  Mallet,  I  am 
eternally  fatigued  with  preparing 
and  arranging  materials  for  the 
life  of  the  great  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough ;  all  my  nights  and  days 
are  occupied  with  that  hiilory ; 
and  you  know,  Mr.  Garrick,  that 
it  is  a  very  bright  and  interefting 
period  in  the  Britilh  annals.  But 
hark  you,  my  friend !  do  you 
know  that  I  have  found  out  a  pret- 
ty fnug  ntch.in  it  for  you  ?" 

•*  Hehl  how's  that  1  a  .nich  ior 
-me  1  (faid  the  manager,  turning 
quickly  upon  him,  his  eyes  fpark- 
Jing  with  unufual  fire.)  How  the 
devil  could  you  bring  me  into  the 
hiitory  of  John  Churchill  Duke  of 


♦  Dr.  Johnfon,  in  his  life  of  Mallet,  places  this  anecdote  te  the  Mrifouc  of 
Alfred. 
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^latmkA  at  th^  tlircdiitittulftg  the 
rtlA  of  hishfi  zhd  f^Ounte  ofF- 
ij&fing,  dcqtaittfcd  Mf.  Gkrrick 
by  a 'note,  that  he  had  received 
forty  cards  frotn  per foft^  of  dijflinc- 
cion,  aU  of  wfatifti  ^efifed  to  kno^ 
the  rcafon  Why  hU'|>laf  <ws  Hdp- 
^d ;  etid  for  ftnfw^r,  he  had  refer- 
red theiD  to  him,  the  pfoperj adge. 

Mt.  Garrick  had  Do  ilomath  to 
repeat  the  adlng  of  a  tragedy  that 
wa3  tiot  approved  by  the  pubtic, 
3h)d  fn  whkh  he  had  received  fock 
iignal  mortification.  The  part  of 
Don  Pedrd  in  Elvifa  was  the  laft 
new  charader  ke  -ever  a^ed. 

I  have  f^d  a  great  deal  of  this 
^entletriaii, -and  yet  th^re  wSl$  a 
ftrikiflg  peculiarity  iti  his  coirdufl 
that  I  OQght  not  to  omit,  as  k'ltiay 
very  probably  convey  fortie  mkM 
iidvice  CO  others.  He  was  a  great 
free-lhinkfcr,  ahd  a  verv  fttb- 
fpeaker  of  his  free- thou gnta ;  ht 
(nade  no  fd'uple  to  difleminace  his 
fibeptical  bpinion-s  where-ever  h% 
Could  with- any  propriety  introduce 
them. 

At  his  own  table  indeed,  th^ 
lady  of  the  houfe  (who  was  a 
fiaunch  advocate  for  hel-  hulband's 
bpinions)  would  often,  in  the 
warmth  of  argument^    lay  **  &>> 

She  once  made  ufe  of  this  ex* 
pre(?ion  in  a  mixed  company  to 
David  Hume,  ^ho  refufed  the  in- 
tended  complimetit,  by  afTerting 
that  he  was  a  very  good  Chriftian  ; 
for  the  truth  of  which  he  appeal^ 
•cd  to  a  worthy  Clergyman  prefenf; 
■and  thisoccaHoned  a  laugh,  which 
a  little  difconcerted  the  lady  and 
Mr.  Millet, 

•     The  lefture  upon   the   mn  cr^- 

denda  of  the  free-thinkers  was  re- 

'peated   fo  often,  and   urged  with 

fo  much  earneilnefsj  that  the  infe- 


rior doinefticks  becaae  foon  as  a« 
bie  difjpucants  as  the  heads  of  tlie 
family,  'l^he  fellow  who  waited 
actable  being  tlioioughlycofiviiic« 
ed^  that  for  any  of  his  nifdeeds 
he  fhOttU  have  no  after-accovnc  to 
make,  was  refolved  to  proiicbythe 
dci£^riiiey  and  made  off  with  aaey 
diings  of  value,  particularly  the 
plate.  Luckily  he  was  i^  cloielr 
parfued,  that  he  was  broagktbick 
with  his  prey  to  his  mafter't  bonfey 
wlib  exakxiaed  him  before  fbme 
i«le£k  friends.  Ki  Mi^  the  man 
waafuUeOy  and  would  anfwer  no 
queftions  put  to  him ;  bat  being 
urged  to. give  a  reafon  for  bipiA* 
ftimous  Ixhaviottr^  lie  vefirivielf 
fktd,  «  .Sir,  I  had  heard  you  fo 
often  «ilk  of  the  impoflibtlit/  of  a 
fotife  ftate»  and  that  after  death 
there  was  no  reward  for  virtue,  or 
poniihmeot  for  vice,  that  I  waj 
tempted  to  commit  the  robbery.' 
M  Well ;  but  you  raical  (replied 
Millet)  had  you  no  fear  of  the 
gallows  ?"  '  Sir,  faid  the  fellow 
(looking  ilernly  at  his  mafler) 
what  is  th^t  to  you,  if  I  had  a 
iiiind  to  venture  that?  you  had 
removed  my  greatefl  terror ;  why 
fliould  I  fear  the  lefTer  ?'  Mr. 
Mallet  died  April  21,  1765." 

We  fhall  conclude  ourextradb 
from  this  entertaining  mifcellany 
•with  the  following  anecdotes  0/ 
two  celebrated  and  much  admired  . 
theatrical  perfonages,  Mrs.  Clive, 
and  Mr.  Fooce. 

••  About  a  year  after  Mrs.  Pritch^ 
ard'had  withdrawn  from  the  thea- 
tre, her  conllant  companioo  and 
friend,  Mr?.  Ciive,  determined  to 
•follow  her  example ;  bad  (he 
thought  proper,  ihc  could  have 
coniinucd  feveral  years  Jonger  to 
delight  the  public  in  various  cha- 
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Td&en  adapted  to  her  figtire  and. 
time  of  life;  for  to  the  laft  Qm. 
was  admirable  and  tin  rival  Jed. 

Mr.  Garrick  fent  Mr.  HopkinSy. 
the  prompter,  to  her^  to  koow^ 
whether  Che  wa»  in  earnell  in  her 
iivtention  of  leaving  the  fiage» 
To.fHch  a  jneffenger  Mrs.  Clive, 
difdained  to  give  an  anfwer*  To 
Mr.  George  Garrick,  whom  ht 
afcefward»  deputed  to  wait  on  her 
Qpoa  the  Tame  errand,  this  high- 
iptriced  adrefs  was  not  much  nvnre 
civil;  however,  (he  condefcended 
to  tell  him,  that,  if  his  brother 
wiihed  to  know  her  mind,  ho 
fliould  have  called  upon  her  kim-^ 
ielf.  When  the  manager  and 
MrSi  Clive  met,  their  interview 
was  {hort„  and  their  difcourfe  cu* 
fious.  After  ibme  complinkenta 
en  her  great  merit,  Mt.  Garrick 
wiihed,  lie  faid,  th&t  ibe  would 
continue,  for  her  Oivn'  fake,  fotnt 
years  longer  on  the  fiage.  Thia 
civil  fuggeftion  (lie  anfwered  by  a 
look  of  contempt,  and  a  deoiftve 
negative.  He  aflced  how  much 
ihe  was  worth  ;  flie  replied  brifkly* 
as  much  as  him felf.  Upon  hit 
fmiling  at  her  fuppofed  ignorance 
or  miiinformation,  ihe  explained 
kerfelf,  by  telling  him,  that  jSlte 
knew  when  (lie  had  enough, 
though  ire  never  woold.  He  then 
Untreated  hor  to  renew  her  agree- 
ment for  three  or  four  years;  fhc 
peremptorily  refufed.  Upon  re- 
peating his  regret  at  her  leaving 
the  'llage,  ihe  abruptly  told  him, 
that  fi\e  hated  hypocrify  ;  for  (lie 
was  fure  that  he  would  light  up 
candles  for  jOy  of  her  leaving  him, 
but  that  it  would  be  attended  with 
feme  expence. — Every  body  will 
fee  there  was  an  unnectiFary  fmart^ 
nefs  in  the  lady's  language,  ap- 
proaching to  rudenefs ;  bat  hoHr* 


ever  it  was  her  way,  as  her.  friend- 
Mrs.  Pritchard  uied.opi  ^preC$  it.  . 

The  other  anecdote  relates  to 
tranfadions  between  l^r.  Garrick; 
and ,  Mr,  Fppte,.,  whichj  if  the 
whole  of  ihem  bo  -true,  place  the 
profligacy  of  (^e  one,  arUng  froia 
his  irregularitie[5>  .-and  the  timi^ 
dity  of  the  o^her,  ariiing  from  hij 
?anity,  in  ailrikingpoiut  of  view. 

Thefe  rivals  would  ofceu  meet 
at  the  houfes  of  perfons  of  faihipo,^ 
who  were  glad  to  have  two  fuch 
guells  at  their  table  ;  though  they 
certainly  (hould  have  entertained 
their  friends  (^parately$  fiw  Mf. 
Garrick  il^as  a  mttta  perfona  in  the 
prefence  of  FoQte  :  he  was  «11 
admiration  when  this  gl-cat  genius 
entertained  the  company,  and  nd 
man  laughed  more  heartily  at  hit 
lively  fallies  than  he  did.  It  miftil 
be  owned  that  he  tried  all  methods 
to  conciliate  Fooite's  mind,  fo  far 
at  leaft  as  to  prevail  «p6ii  jiim  t5 
forbear  his  illiberal  attacks  upoa 
him  when  «bfent  ;  and  this  h« 
ought  to  have  done  for  his  own 
fake,  for  Foote  often  rendered  his 
eoaverfation  difgulliag  by  hil 
naufeoui  abufe  of  Mr.  Garrick } 
bttti  the  more  fenfibility  the  latter 
difcovered,  the  gireater  price  the 
ibrmer  put  upon  his  aeaiing  front 
hoililities. 

The  great  fuccefs  of  the  Strata 
ford  Jubilee^  when  exhibited^  lA 
ihe  winter  of  1770,  at  Drury^lane* 
snfpired  this  envious  man  with 
the  defign  of  producing  a  mock 
proceiiion  in  irai.tatioii  of  it,  and 
of  introducing  Mr*  Garrick  upoa 
his  (liige.  He- cooitdered  him  as 
fit  gdod&  to  bring  to  his  market  $ 
a  man  fo  rich,  ib  meritorious,  fo 
well  known,  fo  much  admired, 
and  fo  cnvlnd»  was  a  prey  too 
vakiable  ott  to  be  feizcd  on  fof 
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Ms  own  ufe  ;  the  fortgoing  it,  he 
thbaght,  would  be  Jbfing  a  ftaple 
cofmmodity,'>«^hkrli  would'  fill  his 
houfe  forty  nights  fucceffivcly,  or 
perhaps  for  the  whole  Aimmer.  In 
this  mock  proccffion,  a  fellow  wa« 
to  be  dreflcd  np,  and  made  as 
much  like  Mr.  Garrick  as  poffi- 
We  ;  it  wasintended  that  fome ra- 
gamufiin  in  the  proceilion  ihould 
addrefs  Rofcfus  in  the  well-known 
Itnes  of  the  poet-laureac> 

A  nation*^.  ta(te  depervds^  on  you  j 
'     perhaps  a  nation's  viitue  too. 

The  reprefcwter  of  Mr.  Garrick 
vras  to  make  i^O'anfwer,  but  to  cry 
♦•  Cock  a  doodle  do!" 
•'  While  this  fcheme  was  in  em- 
bryo,  FoOte's  neceiTuiesr  which 
were  brought  on  by  a  ridiculous 
parade  of  fplendid  living,  by  hir- 
ing a  number  of  ofelels  fervants^ 
and  by  treating  with  magnificenc 
dinners  thofe  who  laughed  at  his 
wtt^  drank  kis  claret,  and  won  hit 
money' at  cards^  (for  he  was  a 
great  dupe  at  play,)  reduced  him 
to  the  humiliating  Situation  of 
}x)r rowing  money  of  the  man  whom 
he  intended  to  expofe  to  public 
ridicule.  Five  hundred  pounds 
were  lent  to  him  by  Mr.  Garrick ; 
and  this  fum,  after  a  fuccefsfnl 
run  of  a  new  piece,  was  paid  .back 
in  a  pettifh  refentment,  becaufe 
it  was  pretended  that  Mr.  Gar- 
rick's  creatures  had  circulated  a 
report  that  Mr.  Foote  was  under 
obligations  to  him.  By  this  time 
lie  had  formed  his  plan,  and  had 
refolved,  or  at  leafl  fo  he  gave 
lyut,  to  pot  it  in  execution.  He 
was  at  no  pains  to  conceal  his  de- 
fign  from  Mr.  Garrick,  who  had 
early  intelligence  of  the  whole 
fcheme.  The,  uneaiinefs  he  felt 
npoQ  the  occafioA  could  not  be 


difTembled  ;  he  dreaded  pnblic  ri- 
dicule as  the  worft  of  all  misfor- 
tunes, and  apprehended  the  ruin 
of  that  reputation  which  he  had 
been  railing  fo  many  years.  To 
re  fen  t  an  afFront  perfonally  to  a 
man  with  a  wooden  leg  would  on- 
ly  have  cxpofed  hi:n  to  taughter. 

It  was  pleafant  enough,  dnring 
the  fufpenfion  of  holhlities,  to  fee 
them  ilrteet,  on  a  viilc,  at  a  noble- 
man's door,  and  alighting  from 
their  chariots.  Significant  looks 
were  exchanged  before  they  fpokc; 
Mr.  Garrick  broke  file  nee  lirft  t 
"What  is  it,  war  or  peace?" 
"  Ok !  peace,  by  all  means," 
iaid  Foote,  with  much  apparent 
glee  ;  and  the  day  was  fpent  is 
great  feeraing  cordiality.  Much 
about  this  time,  Mr.  Garrick  paid 
this  levelling  fad  rift  a  vifit,  and 
#as  furprifed  to  fee  a  bitft  of  him- 
felf  placed  on  his  bureau.  Is  this 
iatended  as  a  compliment  to  me? 
faid  Rofcius.  — Certainly.  And 
^an  yon  truft  me  fo  near  your  calh 
and  your  bank  notes  ? — Yes,  very 
well,  faid  Foote  ;  for  you.  are 
without  hands. 

What  put  an  end  to  this  proje£l 
I  could  never  Jearn  :  whether  a 
well-timed  gratification,  or  Gar- 
rick's  threats  of  ferving  him  in 
kind.  But  of  this  laft  I  never  heard 
the  leaft  hint,  though  I  am  well 
perfaaded  that  fuch  a  menace 
might  probably  have  had  its  ef- 
fefl  ;  for  no  man  threatened  more 
than  Foote,  nor  was  any  man  more 
timorous.  At  the  time  when  he 
was  dealing  out  his  fcandal  at  the 
Hay- market,  and  levelling  all 
characters  for  his  private  emolu- 
ment, he-Avas  heard  to  declare,  in 
a  kind  of  agony,  that  he  was  a- 
fraid  to  take  a  news- paper  in  hrs 
hand^  for  fear  of   reading   fome 
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oatrageous  abaie  opoa  himfelf  or 
his  friendf. 

But,  alchoagh  the  proje6t  of 'a 
mock  proceffion  was  giveii  up, 
Foote  thought  the  ridiculing  Gar* 
rick  00  the  ftage  was  a  morfel  too 
delicious  to  reiign.  At  the  very 
time  when  the  mind  of  Mr.  Gar- 
rick  was  difturbed  by  a  fcandalous 
and  falfe  iniinuation,  which  the 
author  of  it  publickly  and  folemn- 
ly  afterwards  difavowed,  Mr. 
Foote,  from  a  ridiculous  pretence 
that  Mr.  Garrick  kept  his  play- 
houfe  open  purpofely  to  diftrefs 
h]m»  by  a£Ung  feveral  of  his  mod 
favourite  charaders,  and  by  thefe 
means  drawing  all  the  play-going 
people  to  Drufy-lane,  refolved  to 
ihew  his  refentment  in  a  manner 
the  m oft  profitable  tohimfelfand 
ofFenfive  to  Mr,  Garrick. 

He  firft  attacked  him  with  much 
vehemence  in  the  ncws-papers,  in 
the  form  of  letters,  fables^  and 
dialogues.  This  was  preparatory 
to  his  grand  defign  of  regaling 
the  public  with  a  feaft  of  Rofcius. 
The  new  fcheme  was  to  introduce 
him  in  his  puppet-fhew:  to  this 
end,  a  mafk  was  made,  that  bore 
as  near  a  refemblacce  as  poflible 


to  the  countenance  of  Mr.  Gar- 
rick, and  this,  he  (hewed  to  all  his 
vifitors ;  a  paile- board  figure  of  a 
body  was  prepared,  to  be  joined 
to  the  head  ;  a  man  was  to  be 
concealed  under  this  ((range  (hell, 
who  was,  every  now  and  then,  to 
utter  fomething  which  the  author 
was  to  convey  to  him.  But  fb 
fond  was  Fooce  of  his  favourite 
Cock  a  doodle  do !  that,  as  foon  aa 
the  figure  was  introduced  on  the 
ftage,  he  was  ordered  to  clap  hb 
fides,  and  crow  as  loud  as  the 
cock  in  Hamlet. 

This  mock  reprefentation  of  Mr. 
Garrick  was  talked  of  for  a  long 
time,  though  not  announced  in 
the  news-papers.  Foote  laboured 
to  raife  his  fears  and  apprehen* 
fions,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
create  an  appetite  in  the  public 
for  fb  extraordinary  a  difh.  That 
this  pro! eft,  too,  was  afterwards 
laid  afide,  it  was  generally  fup- 
pofed,  was  owing  to  a  fum  of 
money  which  was  borrowed  never 
to  be  repaid  ;  or  perhaps  to  a  gra- 
tification, the  accepting  of  which 
was  ftill  more  difhonourable;  how- 
ever, this  is  only  conjeAure," 
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HISTORY     OF     EUROPE- 


-CHAP.      I. 

RitroJ^eSli've  view  of  the  Mffairs  $f  Europe  in  tbt  yior  ijjg*  State  of 
the  htlUgerartt  powers  in  GermM.  E^vient  of  the  lute  emmpiugn,  in- 
duces a  iiifpofit  ion  favour ahle  to  the  pacific  wenm  of  the  Emprejs'^^eeff; 
ivhich  are  fecrther  feconded  by  the  mediation  of  Rujfia  and  France,  .  A 
fufpenfim  of  arms  puhlijhed,  and  the  Congrefs  for  negoeiating  a  peace 
affembtes  at  Tefchen.  Treaty  of  peace  concluded.  Differences  between 
Rujfia  and  the  Porte,  threaten  a  new  *war,  NegocicUion  conduSed, 
and  a  new  convention  concluded ,  under  the  mediation  of  the  French  mi' 
nifier.  Naval  preparaiione  by  Spain,  Opens  the  *war  <with  the  fiege 
of  Gibspoltar,  France,  Confequences  of  the  appointment  of  M,  Necker 
to  the  government ^f  the  French  finances,  Succefsfkl  expedition  to  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  in^eSual  attempt  upon  the  Ifland  of  Jerfey,  Threat 
of  an  invafioUf  and  great  preparations  apparently  for  that  purpcfe, 
French  fleet  faib  from  nreft,  and  proceeds  to  the  coaft s  of^ain.  Com- 
bined fleets  of  France  and  -Sfain  enter  the  Britijh  channel,  and  appear 
great  force  before  Piymoutb,  Enemy  quit  the  channel,  return  again ; 
length  fintdly  quit  the  Britifo  coafts,  and  proceed  to  Breft,         f,  [l 


in 


C    H    A 


U. 


State  of  public  affairs  previous  to  the  meeting  of  parliament*  Vaft 
combination  of  povaer  againft  Great  Britain,  Proclamations ;  for  re- 
prixcds  on  Spain ;  and  for  defenfeve  meafures  in  cafe  of  an  invafion, 
Various  manifeftos,  and  public  pieces ^  iffued  by  the  belli ger ant  povuers. 
Some  ohfervations  on  the  chas^ges  exhibited  by  Spain,  Oftenfibie  Can/ee, 
and  real  motives  for  njuar,  on  the  fide  of  the^Houfe  of  Bourbon,  Ire- 
land, '  ^aufes  'bMc'h  hd  to  the  prefent  ft  ate  of  affaire  in  that  kingdom. 
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Cimmercmlf  and  non-confumptian  arretments,  Fnncb  in^uafiott  thrextt- 
ened.  Military  ajfoci&tions.  People  become  ftrtngly  arated.  Exemplary 
tondud  of  the  affociators.  Prudent  meafitres  of*  government  in  that 
nmntty.  General  demand  of  a  free  and  unlimited  commerce.  Difccn" 
tents  in  Scotland ^  under  an,  atprehenfion  of  a  relaxation  of  tbt  popery 
Lpws^  Outrages  in  Edinburgh  and  GUfgonsj.  Subfcript  ions  for  raijtng 
troops f  and  other  public  purpofet,  Eaft  India  company  grant  honmtiet 
for  raifing  Sooofeamen^  and  undertake  to  build  three  Jhips  of  the  Une^ 
'  ms  an  augmentation  to  the  royal  nan/y.  State  of  parties.  Changes  In 
kdminifiriition.     Miftingof  the  Irijh  parliament.     '  [15 

CHAP.         III. 

tpetihfmm  the  throne  *  Addteffes.  Amendment  mo^ved  in  the  Hcnfe  of  Com* 
mons  by  l^ord  John  Cavendijh,  Great  Debates.  Stri^ures  upca  public 
meafures  in  general  y  and  upon  the  eonduB  of  the  preceding  campaign.  Able 
defence  made  by  th^  jninifter.  Amendment  rcjeSted  upon  a  diyificn. 
Jmendment  inthe  Houfe  of  Lordt  motHdfnr  if  tie*  Marquis  cf 'inching- 
ham*     After  long  debates ^  rejeffed  upon  a  ^i*viJson.  [37 

C     H     A     P.       IV. 

Vote  of  cenfure  againfi  minifterst  relative  to  their  eonduH  *iwth  r^peH  tg 
Ireland,  moved  by  the  Earl  of  Shelburne.  .  Debates  on  the  quefiicn. 
Part  taken  by  the  late  lord  prefidtnt  of  the  council.  Motion  rejedeci 
upon  a  divijion.  Similar  motion  in  the  Houft  of  Commons  by  the  Earl 
of  Upper  OJfory.  Defence  of  adminiftration.,  Animodvprjion.  Mo- 
tion rfjeBed  upon  a  divijion*,  Motion  by  the, Duke  of  Kicht^ond,  for  an 
economical  reform  of  the  civil  lift  eftablijhmcni %  Motion^  after  con- 
Jiderable  debates ,  rejeSled  upon  a  divijion*  Minifter  opens  his  prcpq/t- 
tions,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  affording  relief  to  IreUtfid.  Agreed 
to  ^without  oppojition.  Tvoo  bills  accordivgly  brought  in,,  and  paffkd 
before  the  recejs.  Third  bill  to  lie  open  ^  till  after  the  holidays.  Earl 
cf  Shelburne' s  motion  relative  to  the  txh^ordinaries  of  the  army  ;  and 
introdn&ory  to  a  farther  reform  in  the  public  tixpe^nditure.  Motion  re- 
jected on  a  divijion.  Notice  given  of  afffond  intended  motioH\  and  the 
Urdt  fsunmoned  for  the  Sth  of  February.  ^  LeUere  of  thanks  from  the 
eity.  of  London  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond  .and  tft  jke  Earl  of  Shelburne, 
for  their  attetnpts  to  introduce  a  refofm  in  the  pMic  expenditure  ;  and 
Jimilar  letters  Jent  to  bis  royal  hi ghnejs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  and  to 
all  the  other  lords  vjho  Jupported  the  trvo  iatc  motiotts.  Mr.  Barke 
gives  notice  of  his  plan  of  public  reform  and  ceconomy,  ivhich  he  frcpofes 
bringing  forward  after  the  recefs ,  {57 

C    H    A    P.      V. 

County  meetings,  petit iom,  and  ajjocical ions.  Tor k  leads  tl^e  vioy^  Great 
meeting  at  thai  city,  Coptmittee  appointed.  Some  acccuut  of  the  peti- 
tion from  thai couhiy,  vdich  becomot  amodj  to  U^v^.     Sir  George  Sa- 
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niilUfrtfints  the  petition  from  the  county  of  Tork*  Debates  on  thm  fnh- 
jeci.  y amaic a  petition  prefented*  Mr.  Burke^s  plan  of  ceconomitai  re- 
fonn.  Bills  brought  in  upon  that  fyftem.  Earl  of  ShelburneU  motion 
(purfuant  to  the  notice  gi*ven  before  the  rccefsj  for  a  committee  of  both 
hcufes^  to  enquire  into  the  public  expenditure.  Motion  fcconded  by  the 
'  Earl  cf  Co'venfry.  Oppofcd,  Debates.  Str inures  ^tvith  rc/pe£t.  to  the 
county  meetings  and  petitions.  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  explains  the  ca^/es 
of  his  refignation.  Str inures  on  the  condu^  of  a  ncble  lord  at  the  head 
of  a  great  department.  Motion  rejeHcd  upon  a  di*viJion»  Unujual  firengib 
Jhenraby  the  oppofition  on  this  di^ijion*  .  £85 

C     H     A     P.      VI. 

Colonel  Barri  gi'ves  notice  of  his  intended  propofit ions  relative  to  a  c6m- 
fnittee  of  accounts.  Scheme  approved  of  by  the  minifer*  Sir  Georgt 
Sa'-ville*s  motion,  fcr  an  dcccunt  of  patent  places  andfalaries^  agreed  to. 
Second  motion  t  for  an  account  afpenfionSf  during  pleafure  or  otherivife, 
^pp fifed.  Debate  broken  off  by  the  illnefs  of  thefpiaker.  Refumed  in  the 
follonuing  aveei.  j^mendmc^it,  moved  by  the  minijter.  Long  debates, 
M':n:fi:r''s  amendment  carried,  on  an  exceedingly  clofe  divifion.  Jamaica 
petition  prffented  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  the  fubjefl  Jlrongly  en  fare- 
edj  hy  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham.  Thanh  of  the  lords  and  ccmmoni 
to  Admiral  Sir  George  Rodney,  for  his  late  eminent  fernj ices.  Attempt  by 
the  oppofition,  in  both  houfc's^  to  obtain  fome  mark  of  royal  favour  for 
that  comfnander.  Scheme,  for  a  cofnmij/ion  of  accounts,  announced  by 
the  miiiijlcr,  in  the  Hou/e  of  Ccmmofts.  StriSlures  on  that  hufinefs* 
Mr.  Burh*s  ejlahlijhment  hill  read  a  firjl  and fecond  time  ivithout  cp- 
pajiticn ;  debate,  and  divijlon,  relative  only  to  time,  on  its  committal* 
Motion  hy  the  Earl  cf  Shilburnc,  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  Mar- 
quis of  Carmarthen,  and  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  from  the  lieutenancy  of 
their  re/peciive  counties,  ^efiion,  much  agitated.  Motion  rejeSed  en 
a  divifion.  \}^\ 

C       HAP.        VIT. 

Order  of  the  de^  for  going  into  a  committee  on  Mr,  Burke* s  ejiablijhment 
hill,  ^ueftion  of  competency  fiarted.  Debated,  Oppofition  infift,  thai 
the  decijion  of  that  queftion  Jhould  take  place  of  the  order  of  the  day, 
^uefiion  for  the  order  of  the  day^  carried^  upon  a  very  clofe  divifion. 
Debates  in  the  committee  on  the  firft  claufe  of  the  efiablijhment  bill^  fof 
aholijhing  the  office  of  third  fecretary  of  fate,  tlaufe  rejeSied^  ^ter 
'very  long  debates,  stpon  a  divifion,  by  a  very  Jmall  majority »  Long  de-»_ 
bates  in  the  committee,  on  afubfequent  day,  upon  that  claufe  of  the  ejia- 
blijhment  bill,  for  abolijhing  the  board  of  trade,  Queftion  for  aholififing 
that  boards  carried  stpon  a  divifion.  Difference  hetvseen  thefpeaker  and 
the  minifter,  Mr.  Fullarton^s  complaint  of  the  Earl  of  Shelbume,  IJTue 
of  that  affair  in  Hyde  Park.     Notice  given  by  Sir  Jeunes  Lovjther,  of  ax 

.  imttnded  motion^  for  preferving  the  freedom  of  debate  in  parliament, 
SssbjiB  confiderablji  agitated.     Wormy  refented  nvitbout  doors.     Ad- 

-      .  •    .  dr^ffes 
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tlrefis  tf  congratulation  to  the  Earl  of  Shtlhurm  on  his  recovery*  Dmx^ 
ger  to  'which  Mr.  fox  and  he  had  been  expofcd^  attributed  to  their  tuoI  in 
'  ihefer^vice  of  their  country,  Cont razors  bill  brought  in  by  Sir  Philip 
Jennings  Gierke f  and  carried  through  the  Houfe  of  Commom  tvithout  a 
dinjifion.  Great  debates  on  the  claufe  in  Mr,  Burke^s  efiablifijment  hill^ 
for  aholijhing  the  offices  of  trcafwrer  of  the  chamber^  and  others,  ^ef 
tion,  on  the  firfi  member  of  the  claufe^  loft  upon  a  di*uifion.  Succeeding 
queftions  rejeSled,  Debates  onihe  minift(tr*s  motion  for  giving  notice  to 
the  Eftft  India  company^  of  the  paying  off  their  capital ftock  at  the  end  of 
three  years,  Pre<vious  queftion  mo*ved,  and  loft  on  a  di^vifcn.  Motion 
againft  recei'uinz  the  report  of  the  new  taxes,  until  the  petitions  of  the 
people  'were  confidered^  rejeSicd  upon  is  di-vijion  by  a  great  majority.  Earl 
of  Effingham's  motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  for  a  lift  of  places ,  pen- 
Jions,  l5c,  held  by  members  of  that  houfe ^  rejeSled  upon  a  dlvijlcn,   [13+ 

C    H    A   *P.      VIII. 

Army  eftimates.  '  Debates  on  the  fuljcii  of  the  nrw  corps.  Di*vijhn, 
^eftion  firricd,  Confideration  of  the  petitions.  Great  debates  in  the 
ccmmiitee,  '  Part  taken  by  the  Speaker,  Amendment  to  the  motion,  pro- 
pofed  and  agreed  to.  Mr.  Dunning^s  amended  motion,  carried,  upon 
a  divifton,  in  a  'uery  full  houfe.  Second  motion,  agreed  to.  Third 
mstion,  by  Mr,  T,  Pitt,  agreed  to,  Houfe  refumed*  Mr,  Fox's  me- 
tion,  for  immediately  recei-ving  the  report  from  the  committee,  oppo/ed, 
but  carried,  Refolutions,  reported,  recei<ved,  and  confirmed  by  the  Houfe. 
Mr.  Dunning* s  motion  (on  a  follonuing  day)  in  the  committee,  fcrfecur- 
ing  the  independence  of  parliament,  agreed  to.  Second  snot  ion,  for  dif- 
qualifying  perfcns  holding  certain  offices,  from  fitting  in  that  houfe ^  cctr- 
ried,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  tiuo  only.  Mr,  Cre-Tve's  bill,  fzr 
excluding  revenue  officers  frcm  'voting  on  the  eleSfion  of  members  of  par- 
liament, rejeeled,  on  a  di*vifion.  Great  debates  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
upon  the  fecond  reading  of  the  contractors  bill,  The  bill  rejected,  upon  a 
di^jifion,  by  a  confidcrabJe  m^orify,  -  Prottfi,  Confequences  of  the 
Speaker^  illnefs.  Poftponed  motion  of  Mr,  Dunning* s,  for  an  addrefs,  to 
prei>ent  dfffoltsing  the  purliammt,  or  .pnnrogning  tin  preffmtfeffion,  until 
proper  mtafures  fiyould  be  taken  for  corre&ing  the  evih  complaineJ  of  /.? 
the  petitions  of  the  people,  brings  out  long  debeUes  ;  but  is  reje^ed  iy  a 
confidcrabie  majority,  in  an  exceedingly  full  honfe,  Difoerder  upon 
Mr,  Fox*s  rifing  to  fpeak,  efter  the  dindfion.  Nattere  of  his  fpeech. 
Reply,  by  the  minifter.  Great  debates  upon  the  clothe  in  Mr*  BnrJie^s 
-  eftakifl^ment  bill,  for  aholifioing  the  office  of  the  Great  Wardrobe,  i^c. 
Claufe  rejeSed  upon  a  di'vifion.  Succeeding  claufe,  for  oMiftnng  the 
Boeard  of  Works,  rejeSed  upon  a  di<vifion.  Debates  upon  the  minifter'' s 
bill  for  a  commiffion  of  accounts,  Clofe  divifion  ufon  a  queftion  in  the 
committee.  Bill  at  lenvth  pofed.  Debates  on  Colonel  Barrel  motions, 
relati<ve  to  the  extraor dinar ies  of  the  army.  Fir  ft  motion  rejeSed,  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  great  majority.     Succeeding  refolutions  rejeBed%     General 

*    Con^'oy^s  hill,  for  reftoring  peace  avith  America,  difpofed  of,   up§n  a 

di'vifion. 
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•  m*oi/ton,  hj  a  motion  fit  tht  order  of  the  day.  Motion  tending  to  an  hi- 
Iguiry,  into  any  rejuifition  made  hy  the  ci'*vii  magiflrate,  fir  the  attend^ 
ance  of  the  miiitatf^  nfon  the  inte  Meeting  of  the  ete^ors  of  Weftminfier, 
Varions  cktufes  of  Mf.  Burke* s  ejtdhlipment  Bill,  rejeBtd^  upon,  or^vuiti^" 
hut  di*vi/ions.  Recorder  ofXondon^s  ihotion  ih  behalf  of  the  plititioners , 
f-ejeded  up6^  a  di^ifion.  Mr.  Duunirig^s  moti'&n,  in  the  committee  of  the 
*whoIe  hot^e  on  the  confiJeraiion  of  the  petitions^  for  reporting  their 
lonun  t'tuo  nj/biutioHi  of  the  loth  if  ApHl,  fet  afide^  hy  a  motion  fir 
the  chairman  to  fuit  jtbe  chair ^  nvhich  tx>as  tarried  upofi  d  di*uiJton, 
Meeting  of  the  Proteftant  ajbadtioit  in  St.  Geotge*s  Fields.  SuS- 
fequent  riots ^  mfchiefi,  and  coHjiagraiihns.   Refotktioits,  condu(S,  and  ad^ 

.  journment  of  both  houfes.  Lord  George  Gordon  committed  to  the  Tonuer^ 
ipeech  from  the  throne ^  on  the  meeting  of  parUametit  after  the  late  dif 

'  brders.     Addrejfes.     Rafolutions  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  quietihg 
the  minds  of  tweti-meaning,  hut  ill-informed  perfins.      hill  pajjes  the  ' 
Houfe  of  Common^,  for  the/ecurity  of  the  Proteftant  religion.     Is  laid  hy 
in  the  Houfe  if  Lords,     Spveth  fiom  the  throne.     Prorogation;      [1J9 

e    H    A    I^:      iX: 

Sir  George  Podmy  proceeds  to   t^iir altar,  in  kii  ^ay  to  the  Weft  Indies. 
Takes  a  'valuable  ^panifl?  Con*voy.     Falls  in  ^jth  a  fquadrbn,  ,  under 
the  comfnand  of  Don  Juan  de  Langara.     Takes  J  he  Admiral,  iwiihfewi- 
ralmen  ofrifuar^  and  diftroys  otheVs.  Relieves  Gibraltar,  fupplies  Minorca, 
and  proceeds  on  his  deftined  voyage.     Protbee,  French  ntan  of  <war, 
taken  by  Admiral  Dig^,  a;t  his  return fron^  Gibr altar.     Dutch  convoy, 
under  the  <ondua  of  Count  Byltnd\  ftbpped,  aid  eScdmined  by  Common 
dore  Fielding.     Count  By  land  comes  to  Spit  head,  nvith   his .  fquadron  ^ 
and  convoy,  '  Cortfetjuences   Of  that;  and  of  other  prectdent  and  jubfe^ 
^uent  meafitres,     Rujftan  manifefio:     Northern  neutrality,     Roydi  pro^ 
klamation   in   London*,  fufpending  certain  fttpulations  in  favour  of  the 
•fubjeifs  of  the  States  General.     Retrofpe^ive  vie-w  bf  dffairf  ih  Ami-.  • 
ri^a  and  thr  Weft- Indies,  in.  the  year  1779.       Advantages  derived  by  * 
the  Spanijb  commanders,  from  their  early  knovoledge  of  the  intended  rup^ 
ture.    PoH  Sernafdb' de  G'aifikti  fubduea  the  BirUifi>  fetth'tn^dts  on  tke 
Miffiffippi.      6ullivan^s  fuccefsful  expcdilicn  againft  the  Indians  of  the  fix 
nations,     home  obfervaticns  on  the  policy  of  that  people,  ind  on  the  ftati  , 
of  culture  and  improvement ,  v;hic'h   the  Americans  di/covered  in  their  • 
country.     Expeditions  from  ^ainaica  to  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  and  the 
Mofquito  Jhore.     Forirefs   of   Qmoa    and  Spahifl?  regifter  jhips  taken. 
Vigilaht  and  fuccefsful  condud  of  Admiral  Hyde  Parker^ .  on  the  leenuard 
ijlandftaiiom  [*20t " 

CHAP.      )t. 

JSihodiJjUindevacudted,  Befign  againft  ffevo  York  fruftrated  by  D^Eftalng's 
failure  at  Savannahs  Expedition  againf  Charles  TcMn.  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  lands  ivith  ike  artr^  fn  South  Carolina  i  takes  p^fftjpon  of  the 
'     VolXXIII;  S  ^n4t 
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\IUmJU0fJ9hn  andjamis ;  fmffh  Jfil^  ^Avcr  U  Ch^rleiTomm  tftck  \ 
Jiigi  of  thai  dty.  4^knrai  Arhurtbmt  pmfes  tb€  Bmr  wih  dlfficmby. 
American  atd  French  marim^firce  eAandom  ibeir  j/tafhn^  emd  retire  fa 
^toivn,  ^bere  moft  of  tbeforweitr  ^ure  fnnk  ta  h^f  a  f^fffkge*  The  a/- 
Wmt  f^Jes  the  heavy  fire  of  thefirt  on  SMvan*i  IJUmd^  and  takett 
fojejion  'of  the,  harbour.  General  Limcoin  fnmtjfaned  tuiibont  ^ftS. 
it  ate  of  the  defences  9n  CbarUs  Tftwn  IfecJ^.     CoUmel  Tarlelfm  cnis  off  a 

.  p^frty  of  the  rebels.  Ccl,  Webfter  paffrt  Qo^er  Ri^uer  <u»tb  4  detach^ 
tnent,  by  which  the  city  is  clofely  in-vejhd*  Lard  CorwfwalUs  tmka  the 
command  09  that  fde»  Siege  prefid  yaith  great  'uigour,  Admiral  Jhr.r 
intbtfot  takes  Mc^nt  Flu^/ant,  and  reduces  Fort  Monifrie.  ^Tariiton  de^ 
feats  emd  defiroys  tbt  rebel  cavaby.  Capitulation  of  Charles  Tontm* 
Garri/on^  artiuery^  frigates^  He*  Rebels  again  defeated  ty  Tarleton, 
at  Waxa^.  Regulations  by  Sir  Uemy  Clinton  fcr  tbefeeurity  of  tbtL 
frovinct.  Departt^e  for  f^ew  Tork*  Earl  ComwaUtr  reduces  the. 
nvhole  colonjf.  Ujuxpehed  danger  to  ^wbich  the  fe'^erity  of  the  wsner 
bad  expo/ed  New  Torb.  GeMasit  defence  made  by  Capt.  Conewaliis^ 
ttgdinA  a  French  Juperior  nawd  force,  Three  naval  ^Sions  bettvees^ 
Sir  George  Rodn^,  and  M.  de  Guicben,  produ^i*ue  of  no  decifrve  comfe^ 
qutnfts.  Jnfurreitiom  of  tbeloyalifts  in  North  Carolina  fuelled*  Sarom 
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